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OIMEON  of  DURHAM,  an  eminent  English  historian^ 
and  the  contemporary  of  William  of  Malmsboiy,  lived  in 
the  twelfth  century.  He  both  studied  and  taught  the  sci« 
encesy  and  particularly  the  matbeinatics  at  Oxford,  and 
became  precentor  to  the  church  of  Duriiam.  He  died  pro* 
bably  soon  after  the  year  1 130,  where  his  hbtory  ends.  He 
took  great  pains  in  collecting  our  ancient  monuments^ 
especially  in  the  north  of  England,  after  they  had  been 
scattered  by  the  Danes  in  their  devastations  of  that  coun- 
try. From  these  he  composed  a  history  of  the  kings  of 
England  from  the  year  616  to  1130,  with  some  smaller 
historical  pieces.  It  was  continued  by  John,  prior  of  Hex-* 
ham,  to  the  year  1 156.  This  work,  and  Simeon's  account 
of  the  church  of  Durham,  are  printed  among  Twisden's 
*<  Decern  Scriptores  |'*  but  of  the  latter  a  separate  edition 
was  published  in  1732,  Sro,  by  Thomas  Bedford.' 

SIMEON,  sumamed  Metafhrastes,  from  his  having 
written  the  lives  of  the  saints  in  a  diffuse  manner,  was  bom 
of  noble  parents  at  Consuntinople,  in  the  tenth  century, 
and  was  well  educated,  and  raised  himself  by  has  merit  to 
very  high  trust  under  the  reigns  of  Leo,  the  philosopher, 
and  CoDstantine  Porphyrogenitus  his  son.  It  is  said,  that 
when  sent  on  a  certain  occasion  by  the  emperor  to  the 
island  of  Crete,  which  the  Saracens  were  about  to  surprize, 
a  contrary  wind  carried  his  ship  to  the  isle  of  Pharos. 
There  he  met  with  an  anchorite,  who  advised  him  to  write 
the  life  of  Theoctista,  a  female  saint  of  Lesbos.  With  this 
he  complied,  and  we  may  presume,  found  some  pleasure 
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in  the  undertaking,  as  he  gradnally  extended  bis  researches 
to  the  lives  of  an  hundred  and  twenty  other  saints,  wtvch, 
with  respect  to  style,  are  not  disgraceful  to  a  scholar,  but, 
cardinal  Beliarmin  says,  he  describes  his  saints  rather  as 
what  they  o^^t  to  be,  than  as  what  they  were.     There 
are  Latin  translations  of  this  work  by  Lipoman,  Surius,  and 
others,  but  no  edition  of  the  original  Greek  ;  and  his  trans- 
lators are  accused  of  having  added  much  of  a  fabulous  na^ 
ture.     Some  other  religious  tracts  of  Metaphrastes  are  ex* 
tant,  and  some  **  Annals."     He  died  in  976  or  977.*  . 
•    SIMLER  (JosiAS),   a  learned  divine  of  the  sixteenth 
century,  who  co-operated  in  the   reformation,  was  born 
Nov.  6,  1530,  atCappell,  a  village  near  Zurich  in  Swis- 
serland.     His  father,  Peter  Simler,  after  having  been  for 
many  years  a  member  of,  and  afterwards  prior  of  the  mo* 
nastery  there,  embraced  the  reformed  religion,  became  a 
pre.acber  of  it,  and  died  in  1557.     After  being  educated 
for  some  time  in  his  father^s  monastery,  be  went  to  Zurick 
in  1544,  and  studied  for  two  years  under  the  direction  of 
the  celebrated  Bullinger,  who  was  his  god^father.     He  re* 
moved  thence  to  Basil,  where  he  studied  rhetoric  and  ma« 
thematics,  and  afterwards  to  Strasburgh,  where  Sturmius, 
Martyr,  Bucer,  and  others  of  the  reformers  resided ;  but 
as  he  bad  no  thoughts  at  this  time  of  divinity  as  a  profes- 
sion,  he  improved  himself  chiefly  in  other  branches  of 
learning.     He  continued  here  about  two  years,  and4>a8sed 
three  more  in  visiting  various  universities,  and  hearing  the 
lectures  of  the  most  eminent  professors.     In  1549,  be  re-* 
tufned  home,  and  with  such  visible  improvement  in  learn- 
ing, that  Gesner  often  employed  him  to  lecture  to  his  scho- 
lars, both  in  geometry  and  astronomy.     In  1552  he  was 
appointed  to  expound  in  public  the  New  Testament,  which 
be  did  with  so  much  ability  as  to  be  greatly  admired  by  the 
learned  of  Zurich,  as  well  as  by  the  English  who  had  taken 
refuge  there  from  the  Marian  persecution.    In  1557  he 
was  made  deacon ;  and  whep  Bibliander,  on  account  of  bis 
advanced  age,  was  declared  emeritus,  Simler  was  appointed 
to  teach  in  bis  place,  and  was  likewise  colleague  with  Pe« 
ter  Martyr,  who  had  a  high  opinion  of  him,  and  on  his 
.  death  in  1563,  Simler  succeeded  him  as  professor  of  divi- 
nity.    He  filled  this  office  with  great  reputation  until  his 
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eonstitutioD  became  impaired  by  a  hereditary  gout^  which 
in  his  latter  years  ioterrupted  his  studies,  and  shortened 
his  useful  life.  He  was  only  forty-five  when  he  died,  July  . 
2f  1576.  He  is  represented  as  a  man  of  a  meek,  placioy 
and  affectionate  temper,  and  although  never  rich,  always 
liberal,  charitable,  and  hospitable. 

His  works  are  very  numerous,  some  on  subjects  of  divi-* 
oily,  commentaries  on  the  scriptures,  &c.  and  some  on  the 
eontroversies  most  agitated  in  bis  time.  He  wrote  also  the 
lives  of  Peter  Martyr,  Gesner,  and  BulUnger,  each  in  a 
thin  4to  volume ;  published  an  epitome  of  Gesner^s  ^*  Bib* 
liotheca,*'  1553,  fol.  and  was  editor  of  some  of  the  works 
of  Martyr  and  Bullinger.  To  those  we  may  add,  1.  <<  M* 
thici  cosmographia,  Antonini  Itinerarium,  Rutiliani  Nu* 
mantiani  Itinerarium,  et  alia  varia,"  Basil,  1575,  12moy 
with  valuable  scholia.  2.  <<  Helvetiorum  Respublica,"  often 
reprinted,  and  esteemed  one  of  the  best  of  that  collection 
of  little  books  called  ^  Republics.''  3.  <<  Vallesias  descrtp* 
tionis  libri  duo,  et  de  Alpibus  commentarius,''  1574,  8vo. 
4.  <<  Vooabularia  rei  nummaris  ponderum  et  mensurarum, 
Gr.  Lat.  Heb.  Arab,  ex  diversis  autoribm  collecta/'  Tigu« 
ri,  1584,  8vo,  &c.  &c.* 

SIMMONS  (Samuel  Foart),  a  late  learned  physician, 
and  physician  extraordinary  to  the  king,  was  born  March 
17,  1750,  at  Sandwich,  in  Kent,  where  his  father,  who 
followed  the  profession  of  the  law,  was  so  respected,  that, 
at  the  coronation  of  their  present  majesties,  he  was  de« 
pnted  by  the  cinque  ports  one  of  their  barons  to  support 
the  king's  canopy,  according  to  ancient  custom^  His  mo- 
ther, whose  maiden  name  was  Foart,  and  whose  family 
was  likewise  of  Sandwich,  died  when  he  was  an  infant.  He 
was  educated  at  a  seminary  in  France,  where  he  not  only 
improved  himself  in  the  learned  languages,  but  acquired 
such  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  French  tongue,  as  to  be 
able  to  write  and  speak  it  with  the  same  facility  as  bis 
own.  He  pursued  his  medical  studies  for  nearly  three 
years  at  Edinburgh,  and  afterwards  went  to  Holland,  and 
studied  during  a  season  at  Leyden,  where  he  was  admit* 
ted  to  the  degree  of  doctor  of  physic  :  he  chose  the  measles 
for  the  subject  of  his  inaugural  discourse,  which  he  in** 
scribed  to  Cullen,  and  to  Ganbius,  both  of  whom  had 
shewn  him  particular  regard.     After  Uking  his  degree  at 

1  Melchior  AdaiD.-*Besa  lcooe&— Nictroo,  toL  XXVIIl. 
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Leyden,  he  visited  and  became  acquainted  with  professor 
tpamper  in  Friesland,  who  had  at  that  time  one  of  the  finest 
anatomical  museums  in  Europe.  From  thence  he  pro-> 
ceeded  to  Aix-la-Chapelle  and  the  Spa,  and  afterwards 
visited  different  parts  of  Germany  )  stopped  for  some  time 
at  the  principal  universities ;  and  wherever  he  went  cul- 
tivated the  acquainunce  of  learned  men,  especially  those 
of  his  own  profession,  in  which  be  was  ever  anxious  to  im- 

frove  himself.     At  Berne,    in   Switzerland,    he  became 
nown  to  the  celebrated  Bailor,  who  afterwards  ranked 
him  among  his  friends  and  correspondents.     He  came  to 
reside  in  London  towards  the  close  of  1778,  being  then 
in  his  28th  year,   and  was  admitted  a  member   of  the 
College  of  Physicians,  and  was  elected  a  fellow  of.  the 
Royal  Society  1779,  and  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries 
1791,  as  he  had  been  before  of  different  foreign  academies 
at  Nantz,  Montpellier,  and  Madrid  :  he  was  afterwards  ad- 
mitted an  honorary  member  of  the  Literary  and  Philoso- 
phical Society  at  Manchester,  and  of  the  Royal  Society  of 
Medicine  at  Paris,  sit  which  place  he  was  elected  one  of  the 
^  Associ^s  Strangers  de  TEcole  de  Medicine ;  and  in  1807, 
Correspondaut  de  la  Premiere  Classe  de  Tlustitut  Impe- 
riaL    Previous  to  1778,  he  bad  written  an  elementary  work 
on  Anatomy,  which  was  greatly  enlarged  and  improved 
in  its  second  edition,  1781  :  and  he  had  communicated  to 
the  Royal  Society  the  History  of  a  curious  case,  whichwas 
afterwards  published  in  their  Transactions,  <<  Phil.  Trans.'' 
voL  LXIV.     He  became  also  the  sole  editor  of  the  Lou- 
don <^  Medical  Journal;*^  a  work  which,  after  going  through 
several  volumes,  was  resumed  under  the  title  of  *^  Medical 
Facts  and  Observations  ;^*  these  two  works  have  ever  been 
distinguished  for  their  correctness,  their  judicious  arrange- 
ment, and  their  candour.     About  this  time  be  published 
an  account  of  the  Tape-worm,  in  which  he  made  known 
the  specific  for  this  disease,   purchased  by  the  king  of 
France.    This  account  has  been  enlarged  in  a  subsequent 
edition, — He  likewise  distinguished  himself  by  a  practical 
work  on  <^  Consumptions,'^  which,  at  the  time,  became 
the  means  of  introducing  him  to  considerable  practice  in 
pulmonary  complaints.     In  1780,  he  was  elected  physician 
to  the  Westminster  General  Dispensary;  a  situation  he 
held  for  many  years,  and  which  afforded  him  ample  scope 
for  observation  and  experience  in  the  knowledge  of  dis«  . 
ease.  These  opportunities  he  did  not  neglect ;  and  though. 
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from  his  appointment  soon  after  to  St.  Lulce's  Hospital^ 
he  was  led  to  decline  general  practice,  and  to  attach  him* 
self  more  particularly  to  the  diseases  of  the  mind,  he  still 
continued  to  communicate  to  the  publtck  such  facts  and 
remarks  as  be  considered  likely  to  promote  the  extension 
of  any  branch  of  professional  science.     With  this  view,  he 
published  some  remarks  on  the  treatment  of  Hydrocepha- 
lus internus  ("Med.  Comment,  of  Edinburgh,  vol.V.*'), 
and  in  the  same  work  a  case  of  Ulceration  of  the  CEsopha- 
gus  and  Ossification  of  the  Heart.     He  wrote  also  an  ac- 
count of  a  species  of  Hydrocephalus,    which  sometimes 
takes  place  in  cases  of  Mania   (London  Med.  Journal^ 
▼ol.  VL)  and  an  account  of  the  Epidemic  Catarrh  of  the 
year  1788,  vol.  IX.     He  had  given  an  account  also  of  the 
*^  Life  of  Dr.  William  Hunter,'*  with  whom  he  was  perso- 
nally acquainted,  a  work  abounding  in  interesting  anec- 
dote, and  displaying  an  ingenuous  and  impartial  review  of 
the  writings  and  discoveries  of  that  illustrious  anatomist. — 
From  the  time  of  his  being  elected  physician  to  St.  LukeV 
Hospital  to  the  period  of  his  death,  be  devoted  himself, 
nearly  exclusively,  to  the  care  and  treatment  of  Insanity  ; 
and  his  skill  in  this  melancholy  department  of  human  dis- 
ease, became  so  generally  acknowledged,  that  few,  if  any,  ^ 
could  be  considered  his  superiors.     In  the  year  1803,  it 
was  deemed  expedient  to  have  recourse  to  Dr.  Simmons, 
to  alleviate  the  mournful  malady  of  his  sovereign,  of  whom 
be  had  the  care  for  nearly  six  months,   assisted  by  his 
son  :  the  result  was  as  favourable  as  the  public  could  have 
wished  ;  and  on  taking  their  leave,  his  majesty  was  pleased 
to  confer  a  public  testimony  of  his  approbation,  by  ap- 
pointing Dr.  Simmons  one  of  his   physicians   extraordi- 
nary, which  took  place  in  May  1804. — In  the  unfortunate 
relapse,  which  occurred  in  1811,  Dr.  Simmons  again  at- 
tended ;  and,  in  conjunction  with  the  other  physicians, 
suggested  those  remedies  and  plans  which  seemed  most 
likely  to  effect  a  cure.     In  February  of  that  year  he  re- 
signed the  office  of  physician  to  St.  Luke^s,  in  a  very  ele- 
gant letter,  in  which  he  assigned  his  age  and  state  of  health 
as  the  reasons  for  his  resignation.    The  governors  were  so 
sensibl0  of  the  value  of  bis  past  services,  and  the  respect 
due  to  him,  as  immediately  to  elect  him  a  governor  of  the 
charity.     They  also  proposed  his  being  one  of  the  com- 
mittee ;  and,  expressly  on  his  account,  created  the  office 
of  Consulting  Physician,  in  order  to  have  the  advantage  of 
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bU  opinion,  not  merely  in  the  medical  arrangement^  but 
in  the  domestic  oeconomy  of  the  hospital. — His  last  illness 
began  on  the  evening  of  the  lOthof  April,  1813,  wbea 
be  was  seized  with  sickness,  and  a  violent  vomitiiig  of  bile, 
accompanied  with  a  prostration  of  strength  so  sudden,  and 
so  severe,  chat  on  the  second  day  of  the  attack  he  was 
barely  able  to  stand ;  and  a  dissolution  of  the  powers  of  life 
seeming  to  be  rapidly  coming  on,  he  prepared  for  his  de- 
parture with  methodical  accuracy,  anticipated  the  event  , 
with  great  calmness,  and,  on  the  evening  of  the  23d  of  the 
same  month,  expired  in  the  arms  of  his  son.  He  was  bu* 
Tied  May  2,  at  Sandwich  in  Kent,  and,  according  to  the 
directions  expressed  in  his  will,  his  remains  were  deposited 
in  a  vault  in  the  church-yard  of  St.  Clement,  next  to  those 
of  his  mother, — In  private  life.  Dr.  Simmons  was  puncti*^ 
liously  correct  in  alKhis  dealings  ;  mild  and  unassuming  in 
bis  manners,  and  of  rather  retired  habits,  passing  his  time 
chieBy  in  his  ^tudy  and  in  bis  professional  avocations.  He 
was  one  of  the  earliest  proprietors  of  the  Royal  Institution ; 
and,  in  1806,  became  an  hereditary  governor  of  the  Bri- 
tish Institution  for  the  promotion  of  the  Fine  Arts.  He 
has  left  one  son,  who  is  unmarried,  apd  a  widow,  to  deplore 
his  loss. ' 

SIMMONS.  See  SYMONDS, 
.  SIMON  (Richard),  a  French  critic  and  divine  of  great 
learning,  was  born  at  Dieppe,  May  i^S,  1638,  and  com- 
menced his  studies  among  the  priests  of  the  oratory,  whom 
he  quitted  for  some  time,  and  went  to  Paris,  where  he  ap- 
plied himself  to  divinity,  and  made  a  great  progress  in 
Oriental  learning,  for  which  be  bad  always  a  particular 
turn.  About  the  end  of  1662,  he  returned  to  the  oratory, 
and  became  a  priest  of  it  On  the  death  of  father  Bomr- 
gouin,  general  of  this  congregation,  some  cause  of  dis- 
pleasure inclined  him  to  leave  them,  and  join  the  society 
of  the  Jesuits ;  but  from  this  he  was  diverted  by  the  per- 
suasions of  father  Bertad,  the  superior  pf  the  oratory.  He 
was  then  sent  to  the  college  of  Juilly,  in  the  diocese  of 
Meaux,  to  teach  philosophy;  but  other  business  occurring, 
he  was  ordered  to  go  to  Paris.  In  the  library  of  the  ora« 
tory  there  was  a  valuable  collection  of  Oriental  book<i,  of 
which  Simon  was  employed  to  make  a  catalogue,  which  be  - 
executed  with  great  skill,  and  perused  at  the  same  time 
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those  tretsares  with  great  aviditj.  M.  At  Lamoignon,  first 
presideot  of  the  parliament  of  Paris,  meeting  with  him  one 
day  in  the  libraryi  was  so  pleased  with  bis  conversation^ 
that  he  requested  of  Senault,  the  new  general  of  the  ora« 
tory,  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  remain  in  Paris ;  but 
this  beine  unaccompanied  by  any  advantages,  Simon,  who 
had  much  of  ao  independent  spirit,  petitioned  to  go  back 
to  Juilly,  to  teach  philosophy,  as  before.  He  accordingly 
arrived  there  in  1668^  and,  in  1670,  his  first  publication 
appeared,  a  defence  of  the  Jews  against  the  accusation  of 
having  murdered  a  Christian  child,  ^^  Factum  pourles  Juifs 
de  Metz,"  &c.  In  the  following  year,  with  a  view  to  shew 
that  the  opinion  of  the  Greek  church  is  not  materially 
different  from  that  of  the  church  of  Rome,  with  respect 
to  the  sacrament,  be  published  ^'  Fides  Ecclesiae  Orientalis^ 
^u  t7abrielis  Metropolitse  Philadelphiensis  opuscula,  cum 
iuterpreutione  Latina  et  notis,'*  Paris,  1671,  quarto,  re- 
printed 1686.  When  the  first  volume  of  the  "Perpetuity 
of  the  faith  respecting  the  Eucharist*'  appeared,  our  au« 
thor,  who  from  his  youth  was  an  original,  if  not  always  a 
just  thinker,  expressed  some  opinions  on  that  work,  and 
on  the  subject,  which  involved  him  in  a  controversy  with 
the  gentlemen  of  Port-Royal ;  and  this  seems  to  have  laid 
the  foundation  of  the  opposition  he  afterwards  met  with 
from  the  learned  of  his  own  communion.  His  next  pub- 
lication came  out  under  the  name  of  Recared  Simeon  (for 
he  often  used'  fictitious  names),  and  was  a  translation  from 
Leo  of  Modena,  entitled  *^  Ceremonies  et  Coutumes  qui 
t'observent  aujourdui  parmi  les  Juifs,"  &c.  1674,  12mo. 
This  was  republished  in  1681,  under  the  name  of  the 
Sienr  de  Semonville;  with  the  addition  of  a  ^Comparison 
between  the  ceremonies  of  the  Jews  and  the  discipline  of 
the  church."  In  this  edition,  and  perhaps  in  the  subset 
quent  ones  of  1682  and  1684,  the  reader  will  find  a  great 
number  of  pal'entheses '  and  crotchets,  which  Bayle  thus 
accounts  for :  -  The  work  having  beei)  submitted  in  MS.  to 
M.  Perot,  a  doctor  of  the  Sorbonne,  for  examination,  he 
added  some  passages,  which  the  author  being  obliged  to 
retain,  and  yet  unwilling  that  they  should  pass  for  his  own, 
inclosed  in  crotchets ;  but  had  afterwards  to  complain,  that 
the  printers,  who  were  not  in  the  secret,  had  omitted  some 
of  these.  In  1675,  Simon  published  a  "Voyage  duMont- 
Liban,"  from  the  Italian  of  Dandini,  with  notes ;  and^ 
about  the  same  time,  a  <^  Factum  du  Prince  de  Neubourg, 
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abhi  de  Fescbanps^  contre  les  religieax  de  cetie  abbay  ;^ 
iindy  as  was  usual  with  him,  took  ^n  opportunity  to  attack 
the  Benedictines. 

But  tl^e  first  work  of  importance  which  he  published, 
and  tluit  which  rendered  him  most  famous,  was  his  <<  Cri** 
tic^l  History  of  the  Old  Testament,*'  which  appeared  in 
1678,  but  was  immediately  suppressed  by  the  Messieurs 
du  Port  Royal ;  who  alleged,  that  it  contained  things  false 
and  dangerous  to  teligion  i^nd  the  church.  It  was  reprinted 
the  year  after,  and  was  so  much  admired  for  excellent 
learning  f^pd  admirable  criticism,  that  it  became  an  object 
of  attention  to  foreigners ;  and  was  published,  in  Latin,  at 
Amsterdam  1681,  and  in  Endish  at  London  1682,  by  R. 
H.  i*  e.  R.  Hampden  (son  of  the  celebrated  John  Hamp- 
den), who,  we  are  told,  declared  on  his  death-bed,  that 
fiE^ther  Simon's  works  had  made  him  a  sceptic. 

After  the  publication  of  his  <<  Critical  History,"  he  left 
the  congregation  of  the  Oratory,  and  went  to  Bolleville,  a 
village  in  the  pais  de  Caux,  of  which  he  had  been  curate 
from  1676,  but  resigning  this  office  in  1682,  removed  for 
a  short  time  to  Dieppe,  and  thence  again  to  Paris,  to  re- 
new bis  studies,  apd  make  arrangements  for  the  publican- 
tion  of  some  other  works,  In  the  mean  time,  as  the  Paris 
edition  of  his  ^*  Critical  History''  had  been  suppressed,  it 
was  reprinted  at  Amsterdam,  by  the  Elzevirs,  but  from  a 
yery  incorrect  transcript,  One  more  correct,  and  indeed 
the  best,  was  printed  at  Rotterdam  in  1685,  with  a  '^  Ge-> 
neral  Apology,"  &c.  It  then  produced  a  controversy  with 
inany  eminent  protestant  divines,  Le  Clerc,  Jurieu,  Isaae 
Vossius,  »nd  others. 

In  1684  he  published,  at  Francfort,  <^  Histoire  de  TOri* 
gine  et  du  Progres  des  Revenus  Ecclesiastiques,'*  or,  ^*  The 
History  of  the  Rise  and  Progress  of  Ecclesiastical  Reve-r 
pues,"  under  the  name  of  Jerome  a  Costa.  A  second 
edition  of  it,  with  great  additions,  was  printed  at  Franc-r 
fort,  1709,  in  2  vols.  12mo.  In  1684  be  published,  at 
I^ondon,  **  Oisquisitiones  Critical  de  variis  per  diversa  loca 
et  tempora  Qibliorum  Editionibus,"  &c.  and  in  the  same 
year,  at  the  same  place,  appeared  an  English  translation 
of  it,  with  this  title,  **  Critical  Enquiries  into  the  various 
editions  of  the  Bible,  printed  in  divers  places  and  at  seve- 
ral times,  together  with  animadversions  upon  a  small  trea-r 
tise  of  Or.  Isaac  Vossius  concerning  the  oracles  of  the 
Sibyls.''     There  is  his  usual  display  of  learning  in  this 
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piece,  which  may  be  considered  as  an  abridgment  of  his 
"Critical  History  of  the  Old  Testament."  In  1686,  he 
published  an  answer  to  Le  Clerc,  who  had  criticised  his 
work  the  year  before ;  and,  upon  Le  Clerc's  replying  in 
1686^  another  in  1687,  both  under  the  name  of  the  Prior 
of  Bolleville,  at  which  place  he  then  resided. 

In  1688  ne  published  at  Francfort,  under  the  name  of 
John  Reuchlin,  **  Dissertation  Critique  sur  la  Nonvelle 
fiibliotheque  des  Auteurs  Eccl^siastiques  par  Du  Pin,  &c." 
in  which  be  supports  with  great  spirit  some  principles  iu 
his  "  Critical  History  of  the  Old  Testament,"  which  bad 
been  controverted  by  Du  Pin.  In  1689  came  out  his  "  His- 
toire  Critique  du  Texte  du  Nouveau  Testament,"  an  Eng- 
lish version  of  which  was  published  the  same  year  at  Lon* 
.don ;  in  1690,  **  Histoire  Critique  des  versions  du  Nouveau 
Testament;"  in  1693,  ^*  Histoire  Critique  des  principaux 
Commentateurs  du  Nouveau  Testament;"  in  all  which,  as 
indeed  in  every  thing  else  he  wrote,  there  appears  great 
acuteness,  and  great  learning,  with,  however,  an  unfor-' 
tanate  propensity  to  singularities  and  novelties  of  opinion, 
and  too  much  contempt  for  those  who  differed  from  him, 
and  in  this  last  work  he  has  perhaps  unsettled  more  than  be 
has  settled.  In  1702  he  published  a  French  translation  of 
the  New  Testament,  with  critical  remarks,  in  2  vols.  Svo : 
which  was  censured  by  cardinal  de  Noailles,  and  Bossuet, 
bishop  of  Meaux.  In  1714,  was  published  at  Amsterdam, 
in  2  vols,  12mo,  "  Nouvelle  Bibliotheque  Choisie,"  or,  "  A 
new  select  library,  which  points  out  the  good  books  in 
various  kinds  of  Fiterature,  and  the  use  to  be  made  of  them ;" 
but  this  must  be  reckoned  a  posthumous  work ;  for  Simon 
died  at  Dieppe  in  April  1712,  in  his  seven ty*fourth  year^ 
and  was  buried  in  St.  James's  church. 

He  was  the  author ^nd  editor  of  other  things,  but  they 
were  less  considerable :  it  is  su6Bcient  to  have  mention^ 
bis  principal  works.  He  bequeathed  to  the  library  of  the 
cathedral  of  Rouen  a  great  number  of  bis  manuscript  works, 
many  printed  books  enriched  by  his  manuscript  notes,  and 
a  valuable  collection  of  books  in  all  the  learned  languages. 
He  was  unquestionably  a  man  of  great  learning  and  acute- 
ness ;  but  a  love  of  controversy,  in  all  its  bitterness,  ren- 
dered bim  almost  equally  obnoxious.to  protestants  and  pa- 
pists, yet  there  is  evidence  enough  in  his  works  to  prove 
|hat  he  contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  weaken  the  au- 
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tbority  and  pretensions  of  bis  own  charcb^  and  to  stiengtbeD 
the  opinions  of  iu  adversaries.' 

SIMONIDCS,  a  Grecian  poet,  wit,  and  soraewbat  of  a 
pbilosopber,  was  born  in  the  55tb  olympiad,  or  558  B.  C. 
and  is  said  to  bave  died  in  his  ninetieth  year.  He  was  a 
Dative  of  Ceos,  one  of  the  Cyclades,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Attica,  and  became  the  preceptor  of  Pindar.  Both  Plato 
and  Cicero  speak  of  him,  not  only  as  a  good  poet  and  mu- 
sician, but  also  as  a  man  of  wisdom  and  virtue*  His  length- 
ened life  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  knowing  a  great  num- 
ber of  the  first  characters  in  antiquity,  with  whom  he  was 
in  some  measure  connected.  Fabricius  informs  us  that  he 
was  contemporary,  and  in  friendship  with  Pittacus  of  Mity- 
lene,  Hipparchus,  tyrant  of  Athens,  Pausanias,  king  of 
Sparta;  Hiero,  tyraut^of  Syracuse:  also  with  Tbemistocles^ 
and  with  Aleuades,  king  of  Thessaly.  Xeoopboi^  in  his 
dialogue  upon  tyranny,  makes  him  one  of  the  interlocu- 
tors. His  famous  answer  to  Hiero,  as  recorded  by  Cicero^ 
has  been  often  quoted  as  a  proof,  not  only  of  his  wisdom, 
but  bis  piety.  When  Hiero  asked  of  him  a  definition  of 
God,  he  requested  a  day  to  consider  of  it ;  when  this  was 
expired,  he  doubled  the  time,  and  thus  he  did  repeatedly^ 
till  the  monarch  desired  to  know  his  reason  for  this  proceed- 
ing :  ^^  It  is,"  said  he,  *^  because  the  longer  I  reflect  on  the 
question,  the  more  difficult  it  appears  to  be/' 

In  his  old  age,  perhaps  from  seeing  the  respect  which 
money  procured  to  such  as  bad  lost  the  charms  of  youth, 
and  the  power  of  attaching  mankind  by  other  means,  he 
became  somewhat  mercenary  and  avaricious.  He  was  fre- 
quently employed  by  the  victors  at  the  games  to  write  pa- 
negyrics and  odes  in  their  praise,  before  his  pupil  PindaF 
had  exercised  his  talents  in  their  behalf;  but  Simonides 
would  never  gratify  their  vanity  in  this  particular,  till  he 
had  first  tied  them  down  to  a  stipulated  sum  for  his  trouble: 
and,  upon  being  upbraided  for  his  meanness,  he  said  that 
be  had  two  coffers,  in  one  of  which  he  had,  for  many  years, 
put  his  pecuniary  rewards ;  the  other  was  for  honours,  ver- 
bal thanks,  and  promises ;  that  the  first  was  pretty  well 
filled,  but  the  last  remained  always  empty.  And  he  made 
no  scruple  to  confess,  in  his  old  age,  that  of  all  the  enjoy- 
ments of  life,  the  love  of  money  was  the  only  one  of  which 
time  had  not  deprjved  him.  He  was  of  course  frequently 
reproached  with  this  vice,    but  always  defended  himself 

1  Moreri.— NioeroD,  Tol.^I.— Diet.  Hitt. 
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with  good  bmnour.  Upon  being  asked  by  Hiero's  queen, 
whether  it  was  most  desirable  to  be  learned  or  ricby  be  an- 
swered that  it  was  far  better  to  be  rich ;  for  the  learned 
were  always  dependent  on  the  rich,  and  waiting  at  their 
dooTB ;  whereas  he  never  saw  rich  men  at  the  doors  of  the 
learned.  When  be  was  accused  of  being  so  sordid  as  to 
sell  part  of  the  provisions  with  which  his  table  was  furnished 
by  Hiero,  he  said  he  had  done  it,  in  order,  ^*  to  display  to 
the  world  the  magnificence  of  that  prince,  and  his  own 
frugality."  To  others  he  said,  that  his  reason  for  accumu^ 
lating  wealth  was,  that  **  he  would  rather  leave  money  to 
bis  enemies,  after  death,  than  be  troublesome  to  his  friends 
when  living." 

He  obtained  the  prize  in  poetry' at  the  public  games 
when  he  was  eighty  years  old.  According  to  Suidas,  he 
added  four  letters  to  the  Greek  alphabet :  and  Pliny  assigns 
to  him  the  eighth  string  of  the  lyre ;  but  these  claims  are 
dbputed  by  the  learned.  Among  the  numerous  poetical 
productions,  of  which,  according  to  Fabricius,  antiquity 
has  made  him  the  author,  were  his  many  songs  of  rictory 
and  triumph,  for  athletic  conquerors  at  the  public  games; 
He  is  likewise  said  to  have  gained  there,  himself,  the  prize 
in  elegiac  poetry,  when  ^schylusws^  his  competitor  His 
poetry  was  so  tender  and  plaintive,  that  he  acquired  the 
cognomen  of  Meliceutes,  L  e.  sweet  as  honey,  and  the 
tearful  eye  of  his  muse  was  proverbial.  Dn  Warton,  who 
has  an  elegant  paper  in  the  Adventurer  (No.  89)  partly 
CD  the  merits  of  this  poet,  remarks  that  he  was  celebrated 
by  the  ancients  for  the  sweetness,  correctness,  and  purity 
of  his  style,  and  his  irresistible  skill  in  moving  the  passions. 
Dionysius  places  bim  among  those  polished  writers,  who 
excel  in  a  smooth  volubility,  and  flow  on,  like  plenteous 
and  perennial  rivers,  in  a  course  of  even  and  uninterrupted 
harmony.  Addison  has  an  ingenious  paper  on  Simonides* 
"  Characters  of  Women,"  in  the  Specutor  (No.  209), 
This  considerable  fragment  of  Simonides,  preserved  by 
Stobaeus,  was  published  in  Greek  by  Kohler,  at  Gotiingen, 
1781,  SvOj  and  be  also  published  the  Latin  only,  in  1789, 
to  which  professor  Heyne  prefixed  a  letter  on  the  condi- 
tion of  women  in  ancient  Greece.  Simonides*s  fragments 
of  poetry  are  in  3tephens's  Pindar,  1560,  and  other  edi« 
tions  of  the  ancient  lyric  poets.  ^ 

>  Ttkne.  Bibt  Clr«c.^Bani«y'f  Hin.  of  Mmue,  vol.  I.— Hitt.  dc  Simonidci 
W  M.  d«  BoiMj,  1755,  Sfo,— Saxii  OaoiiiMt. 
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SIMPLICIUSy  an  ancient  pbilosopher  of  the  sixth  cen-* 
tury,  was  a  native  of  Cilicia,  a  disciple  of  Ammonius,  the 
peripatetic,  and  endeayoured  to  unite  the  Platonic  and 
Stoic  doctrines  with  the  peripatetic.  Distrusting  his  situ- 
ation under  the  emperor  Justinian,  he  went  to  Cosroea 
king  of  the.  Persians:  but  returned  to  Athens,  after  it 
liad  been  stipulated  in  a  truce  between  the  Persians  and 
the  Romans,  A.  D.  549,  that  he  and  his  friends  should  live 
quietly  and  securely  upon  what  was  their  own,  and  not  be 
compelled  by  the  Christians  to  depart  from  the  religion  of 
their  ancestors.  From  his  wish  to  unite  discordant  sects, 
be  is  called  by  a  modern  (Peter  Petit)  **  omnium  veterum 
philosophorum  coagulum.''  He  wrote  commentaries  upon 
several  of  Aristotle's  works,  once  thought  to  be  valuable  in 
themselves,  but  now  consulted  only  for  some  curious  frag- 
ments of  ancient  philosophers  preserved  in  them.  Of  these 
there  are  three  Aldine  editions,  1526  and  1527.  But,  of  all 
bis  productions,  some  of  which  are  lost,  at  least  unpub- 
lished, his  '*  Commentary  upon  Epictetus^'  has  obtained 
most  reputation.  Fabricius  is  of  opinion,  that  there  is  no- 
thing in  Pagan  antiquity  better  calculated  to  form  the  man- 
ners, or  to  give  juster  ideas  of  a  Divine  Providence,  it 
has  been  several  times  printed  in  Greek  and  Latin,  parti- 
cularly at  Leyden,  1639,  in  4to,  and  at  London,  in  1670, 
in  8vo*  Dacier  published  a  French  translation  of  it  at 
Paris,  1715,  12mo;  and  Dr.  George  Sunhope  an  English 
one  at  London,  1704,  8vo.* 

SIMPSON  (Edward),  a  learned  English  divine,  the 
son  of  Edward  Simpson,  rector  of  Tottenham,  was  born 
there  in  May  1578.  His  father  Uught  him  the  rudimenu 
of  Latin,  and  when  he  had  attained  the  age  of  fourteen, 
placed  him  at  Westminster  school,  where  he  was  under  the 
<:elebrated  Camden  for  four  years,  at  the  expiration  of 
which,  in  1596,  he  was  elected  to  Trinity-college,  Cam- 
bridge. In  1 600  he  took  his  decree  of  A.  B.  and  next  year 
was  admitted  fellow  of  his  college.  In  1603  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  his  master's  degree,  and  in  1610  to  that  of  ba- 
chelor of  divinity.  In  161 1  he  went  into  the  family  of  sir 
Moyle  Finch,  knt.  of  Kent,  as  chaplain,  and  remained  four 
years  in  that  station,  until  the  death  of  his  patron,  whose 
funeral  sermon  he  preached.  He  then  returned  to  the 
university,  and  had  a  church  in  Cambridge  for  three, years, 

1  Fabric.  BiU.  Grvc— Brucker.— Saxii  Onoinait. 
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ftnd  ia  1618,  by  tbe  interett  of  the  Titcoantess  Maiditone^ 
relict  of  sir  Moyle  Finch,  he  wm  preseotea  to  the  rectory 
of  Castling.  He  then  took  bis  degree  of  doctor  of  divini^y^ 
and  was  made  prebendary  of  Coringbam.  Being  now  at 
his  ease,  he  devoted  much  of  his  time  to  study,  and  pub- 
lished at  Cambridge,  his  ^^Mosaica;  sive  Chronici  histo- 
riam  CathoUcam  complectentis.  Pars  Prima»  in  qua  res  an- 
tiquissimos  ab  orbe  condito  ad  Mosis  obitum  cbronologice 
digestse  continentur,''  1636,  4to.  This,  although  his  first, 
is  the  least  polished  of  all  his  works.  Afterwards  he  un- 
dertook his  **  Chronicon  Catholicum  ab  exordio  mundi,'* 
but  did  not  live  to  publish  it.  He  died  in  1651,  aged 
seventy-three,  without  any  apparent  disorder,  his  depar- 
ture more  resembling  the  quietn^s  of  falling  asleep.  He 
is  represented  as  a  man  of  an  erect  and  comely  appearance, 
and  of  a  healthful,  though  not  robust  constitution.  He 
was  twice  married. 

His  <<  Chronicon,  &c.^  was  published  at  Oxford  in  1652, 
with  a  Latin  life  prefixed,  and  was  reprinted  by  the  eminent 
critic  Peter  Wesseliug.  I)r.  Reynolds,  afterwards  bishop  of 
Norwich^  in  his  license  for  the  press,  speaks  of  it  as  **  egregi- 
um  et  absolutissimum  opus,  summa  industria,  omnigena  eru- 
ditione,  magnojudicio,  et  multorum  annorum  vigiliis  pro- 
ductum."  His  other  works  were,  1 .  **  Positive  divinity  in  three 
parts,  containing  an  exposition  of  the  Creed,  Lord^s  Prayer, 
and  decalogue,  &c."  2.  **  The  knowledge  of  Christ,  in  two 
Treatises."  3.  "  A  Treatise  concerning  God's  Providence 
in  regard  of  Evil  or  Sin."  4.  *^  The  Doctrine  of  Regene- 
ration, delivered  in  a  Sermon  on  John  iii.  6,''  and  defended 
in  a  **  Declaration.*'  5.  *^  Tractatus  de  Justificatione.** 
6.  <^  NotflK  selectiores  in  Horatium.''  7.  ^  Prcelectiones 
in  Persii  Satyras."  8.  **  AnglicansB  lingu»  vocabularium 
Etymologicum.''  9.  **  SanctsB  linguss  soboles."  10.  <^  Dii 
gentium,  sive  nominum,  quibus  deos  sues  Ethnici  appella- 
bant  explicatio."  * 

SIMPSON  (Thomas),  professor  of  mathematics  in  the 
king's  academy  at  Woolwich,  fellow  of  the  Royal  Society^ 
and  member  of  the  royal  academy  at  Stockholm,  was  born 
at  Market- Bosworth,  in  Leicestershire,  Aug.  20, 1710.  His 
father  was  a  stuff-weaver  in  that  town:  and,  though  in 
tolerable  circumstances,  yet,  intending  to  bring  up  his 
son  to  his  own  business,  be  took  so  little  care  of  bis  edu- 

1  Life  an  above.— Cole's  MS  AtheMB  io  Brit.  Mot.— Lloyd's  Memoirs,  fol.— 
?ltiflM*t  Life  of  Hack^  p.  I'u  * 
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catioiv  that  be  was  only  taught  English.  But  nature  bad 
furnished  bim  with  ulents  and  a  genius  for  far  other  pur- 
suits, which  led  him  afterwards  to  the  highest  rank  in  the 
mathematical  and  philosophical  science^. 

Young  Simpson  yery  soon  gave  indications  of  his  tarn 
for  study  in  general,  by  eagerly  reading  all  books  be  could 
meet  witb^  teaching  himself  to  write,  and  embracing  every 
opportunity  be  could  find  of  deriving  knowledge  from 
other  persons.  His  father  observing  him  thus  to  neglect 
bis  business,  by  spending  his  time  in  reading  what  be 
thought  useless  books,  and  following  other  such  like  pur- 
suits, used  all  his  endeavours  to  check  his  proceedings^ 
and  to  induce  him  to  follow  his  profession  with  steadiness 
and  better  effect.  Bnt  after  many  struggles  for  this  pur« 
pose,  the  differences  thus  produced  between  them  at  length 
rose  to  such  a  height^  that  our  author  quitted  his  father's 
house  entirely. 

Upon  this  occasion  he  repaired  to  Nuneaton,  a  town  at 
a  small  distance  from  Bosworth,  where  he  went  to  lodge  at 
the  house  of  a  taylor^s  widow,  of  the  name  of  Swinfield, 
who  had  been  left  with  two  children,  a  daughter  and  a  son, 
by  her  husband,  of  whom  the  son,  who  was  the  younger^ 
being  but  about  two  years  older  than  Simpson,  bad  be-* 
come  his  intimate  friend  and  companion.  And  here  he 
continued  some  time,  working  at  bis  trade,  and  improving 
his  knowledge  by  reading  such  books  as  he  could  procure. 

Among  several  other  circumstances  which,  long  before 
this,  gave  occasion  to  shew  our  author's  early  thirst  for 
knowledge,  as  well  as  proving  a  fresh  incitement  to  acquire 
it,  was  that  of  a  large  solar  eclipse,  which  took  place  on 
the  11th  day  of  May,  1724.  This  phenomenon,  so  awful 
to  many  who  are  ignorant  of  the  cause  of  it,  struck  the 
mind  of  young  Simpson  with  a  strong  curiosity  to  discover 
the  reason  of  it,  and  to  be  able  to  predict  the  like  surpris- 
ing events.  It  was,  however,  several  years  before  he  could 
obuin  bis  desire,  which  at  length  was  gratified  by  the  fol« 
lowing  accident  After  he  been  some  time  at  Mrs.  Swin<^ 
field's,  at  Nuneaton,  a  travelling  pedlar  came  that  way^ 
and  took  a  lodging  at  the  same  house,  according  to  bia 
usual  custom.  1  his  man,  to  his  profession  of  an'  itinerant 
merchant*  bad  joined  the  more  profitable  one  of  a  fortune^ 
teller,  which  he  performed  by  means  of  judicial  astrology. 
Every  one  knows  with  what  regard  persons  of  such  a  cast 
are  treated  by  the  inhabitants  of  country  villages ;  it  can* 
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tot  be  Murprisiog  therefiore  that  an  untutored  lad  of  nine* 
teen  a^bould  look  upon  this  man  as  a  prodigy,  and,  regard-^ 
in^  him  in  this  iight,  should  endeavour  to  ingratiate  htm« 
seif  into  his  favour;  in  which  he  succeeded  so  well,  that 
the  sage  was  no  less  taken  with  the  quick  natural  parts  and 
genius  of  his  new  acquainunce.     The  pedlar,  intending  a 
journey  to  Bristol  fail,  left  in  the  hands  of  young  Simpson 
an  old  edition  of  Cocker's  Arithmetic,  to  which  was  sub- 
joined a  shof't  Appendix  on  Algebra,  and  a  book  upon 
Genitures,  by  Partridge  the  almanac  maker.     These  books 
he  had  perused  to  so  good  purpose  during  the  absence  of 
his  friend,  as  to  excite  his  amazement  upon  his  return :  in  - 
consequence  of  which  he  set  himself  about  erecting  a  ge* 
oetbiiacal  type,  in  order  to  a  presage  of  Thomas's  future 
fiMTtune.     The  position  of  the  heavens  the  wizard  having 
Tery  maturely  considered,  *^  secundum  artem/'  pronounced 
with  much  confidence,  that  ^'  within  two  years  time  Simp« 
son  would  turn  out  a  greater  man  than  himself!" 

It  was  not  long  after  this,  that  Simpson,  being  pretty 
well  qualified  to  erecjt  a  figure  himself  by  the  advice  of  his 
friend,  make  an  open  profession  of  casting  nativities,  and 
was  so  successful,  that  he  quite  neglected  weaving,  and 
soon  became  the   oracle  Of  Bosworth   and  its  environs. 
Scarcely  a  courtship  advanced  to  a  match,  or  a  bargain  to 
a  sale,  without  the  parties  previously  consulting  the  infalli^ 
ble  Simpson  about  the  consequences.     Helping  persons  to 
stolen   goods  he  always  declared  above  his  match;  and 
that,  as  to  life  and  death,  he  had  no  power.     Together 
with  his  astrology,  he  had  furnished  himself  with  arithme« 
tip,  algebra,  and  geometry,  sufficient  to  qualify  him  for 
looking  into  the  *^  Ladies  Diary"  (of  which  he  had  after* 
wards  the  direction),  by  which  he  came  to  understand, 
that  there  was  still  a  higher  branch  of  mathematical  know- 
ledge than  any  he  had  been  yet  acquainted  with  ;  and  this 
was  the  method  of  fluxions.     But  he  was  altogether  at  a 
loss  to  discover  any  £ngUsh  author  who  had  written  on  the 
subject,  except  Mr.  Hayes ;  and  his  work,  being  a  folio 
and  rather  scarce,  exceeded  his  ability  of  purchasing.     An 
acquaintance,  however,  lent  him  Stone's  Fluxions,  which, 
k  a  translation  of  De  1' Hospital^  ^'Analyse  des  infinite- 
iaent  petits :"  and  by  this  one  book,  and  his  own  pene- 
trating talents,  he  was  enabled,  in  a  very  few  years,  to 
compose  a  much  more  accurate  treatise  on  that  subject 
iban  any  that  had  before  appeared  in  our  language.     In 
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the  mean  time  an  unfortunate  event  involved  him  in  a  deal 
of  trouble.  Having  undertaken  to  raise  the  devil,  in  ordef 
to  answer  cermin  questions  to  a  young  woman,  who  con*' 
suited  him  respecting  her  sweetheart,  then  absent  at  sea^ 
the  credulous  girl  was  so  frightened  on  the  appearance  of 
a  man  from  beneath  some  straw,  who  represented  the  devil^ 
that  she  fell  into  violent  fits,  from  which  she  was  with  dif- 
ficulty recovered,  and  which  for  a  considerable  time  threat- 
ened insanity  or  fatuity.  In  consequence  of  this  exertion 
of  his  art,  he  was  obliged  to  leave  the  place,  and  he  re- 
moved to  Derby,  where  he  remained  a  few  years,  working 
at  his  trade  by  day,  and  instructing  pupils  in  the  evening* 
It  would  seem  that  Simpson  had  an  early  ti^rn  for  versify- 
ing, both  from  the  circumstance  of  a  song  written  here  in 
favour  of  the  Cavendish  family,  on  occasion  of  the  parlia- 
mentary election  at  that  place,  in  1733  ;  and  from  his  first 
two  mathematical  qnes^ons  that  were  published  in  the 
**  Ladies  Diary,"  which  were  both  in  a  set  of  verses,  not 
ill  written  for  the  occasion.  These  were  printed  in  the 
Diary  for  1736,  and  therefore  must  at  latest  have  been 
written  in  1735.  These  two  questions,  being  at  that  time 
pretty  difficult  ones,  shew  the  great  progress  he  bad  even 
then  made  in  the  ms^thematics ;  and  from  an  expression  in 
the  first  of  them,  viz.  where  he  mentions  his  residence  aa 
being  in  latitude  52%  it  appears  he  was  not  then  come  up 
to  London,  thougl^  he  must  have  done  so  very  soon  after. 

After,  however,  he  took  leave  of  astrology  and  its  emo- 
luments, he  was  driven  to  hardships  for  the  subsistence  of 
bis  family,  having  married  the  taylor^s  widow  with  two 
children,  who  soon  brought  him  two  more.  He,  therefore, 
came  up  to  London  in  1735  or  1736,  and  for  some  time 
wrought  at  his  business  in  Spitalfields,  and  taught  mathe^ 
matics  when  he  had  any  spare  time.  His  industry  soon 
became  so  productive,  that  he  was  enabled  to  bring  up  his 
wife  and  children  to  settle  in  London.  The  number  of  his 
scholars  increasing,  and  his  abilities  becoming  in  some 
measure  known  to  the  public,  he  issued  proposak  for  pub- 
lishing, by  subscription,  ^*  A  sew  Treatise  of  Fluxions, 
wherein  the  Direct  and  Inverse  Method  are  demonstrated 
after  a  new,  clear,  and  concise  manner ;  with  their  appli- 
cation to  Physics  and  Astronomy.  Also  the  Doctrine  of 
infinite  Series  and  reverting  Series  universally  and  amply 
explained;  fluxionary  and  exponential  Equations  solved,** 
&c.    When  be  first  proposed  bis  intentions  of  publishing 
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soch  a  wofi,  he  did  not  know  of  any  English  book  founded 
on  the  true  principles  of  fluxions^  that  contained  any  thing 
material,  especially  the  practical  part;  and,  though  sotne 
progress  had  been  made  by  several  learned  and  ingenloos 
gentlemen,  the  principles  were  nerertheless  left  obscure 
and  defective,  and  all  that  had  been  done  by  any  of  them 
in  *^  infinite  series"  very  inconsiderable.  Th§  book  was 
not  published  till  1737,  4to;  the  author  having  been  fre-* 
quently  interrupted  from  furnishing  the  press  so  fast  as  be 
could  have  wished,  through  his  unavoidable  attention  to 
his  pupils  for  his  immediate  support.  In  1740  he  pub* 
lished  **  A  Treatise  on  the  Nature  and  Laws  of  Chance,'* 
in  4to;.  to  which  are  annexed  full  and  clear  Investigations 
of  two  important  Problems  added  in  the  second  edition  of 
Mr.  De  Moivre*s  *^  Book  on  Chancer,  and  two  new  Me^ 
thods  for  summing  of  Series.'*  His  next  performance  was^^ 
''  Essays  on  several  curious  and  useful  subjects  in  specula* 
tive  and. mixed  Mathematics.  Dedicated  to  Francis  Blake^ 
esq.  since  fellow  of  the  Royal  Society,  and  his  very  good 
Friend  and  Patron,*'  1740,  4to.  Soon  after  the  publica- 
tion .of  this  book  he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Royal 
Academy  at  Stockholm.  Our  author's  next  work  appeared 
in  1742,  8vo,  *^  The  Doctrine  of  Annuities  and  Reversions 
deduced  from  general  and  evident' Principles  :  with  useful* 
Tables,  shewing  the  values  of  single  and  joint  lives,  &c. 
at  different  rates  of  interest,"  &c.  Thi^  in  1743,  was 
followed  by  ^*  An  Appendix,  containing  some  Remarks  on 
a  late  Book  on  the  same  subject  (by  Mr.  Abr.  De  Moivre, 
F.  R.  S.)  with  answers  to  some  personal  and  malignant  re- 
presentations in  the  Preface  thereof."  To  this  De  Moivre 
never  thought  fit  to  reply.  In  1743  he  published  also 
^^  Mathematical  Dissertations  on  a  variety  of  Physical  and 
Analytical  subjects,"  4to.  This  work  he  dedicated  to  Martin 
Folkes,  esq.  president  of  the  Royal  Society.  His  next 
book  was,  ^*  A  Treatise  of  Algebra,  wherein  the  funda- 
mental principles  are  fully  and  clearly  demonstrated,  and 
applied  to  the  solution  of  a  variety  of  problems."  To 
.which  he  added,  ^^  The  Construction  of  a  great  numbei*  of 
geometrical  Problems,  with  the  method  of  resolving  them 
numerically."  This  work  was  designed  for  the  use  of  young 
beginners ;  inscribed  to  William  Jones,  esq.  F.  R.  S.  and 
printed  in  1745,  8vo.  A  new  edition  appeared  in  1755^ 
with  additions  and  improvements.  This  is  dedicated  to 
James  earl  of  Morton,  F.  R.  S.  Mr.  Jones  bdng  dead;  and 
Vol.  XXVIII.  C 
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there  was  a  sixth  edition  in  1790.  His  next  work  wa6y 
*^  Elements  of  Geometry^  with  their  application  to  Men- 
suration of  Superficies  and  Solids,  to  the  determination  of 
Maxima  and  Minima,  and  to  the  construction  of  a  great 
variety  of  Geometrical  Problems,"  1747,  8vo,  reprinted 
^n  1760|  with  large  alterations  and  additions,  designed  for 
young  beginner*;  particularly  for  the  gentlemen  at  the 
king's  academy  at  Woolwich,  and  dedicated  to  Charles  Fre- 
derick, esq.  surveyor-general  of  the  ordnance;  and  other 
editions  have  appeared  since*.  In  1748  came  out  his 
it  Trigonometry,  Plane  and  Spherical,  with  the  construction 
apd  application  of  Logarithms/'  8vo.  This  little  book  con- 
tain^  several  things  new  and  useful.  In  1750  appeared  in  2 
vols.  8vo,  '^  The  doctrine  and  application  of  Fluxions,  con- 
taining, besides  what  is  common  on  the  subject,  a  number  of 
new  improvements  in  the  Theory,  and  the  solution  of  a  variety 
of  new  and  very  interesting  Problems,  in  different  branches 
of  the  Mathematics."  In  the  preface  the  author  offers  this 
|o  the  world  as  a  new  book  rather  than  a  second  edition  of 
that  published  in  1787;  in  whi<?fa  he  acknowledges,  that, 
be^es  errors  of  the  press,  there  are  several  obscurities^ 
and  defects,  for  want  of  experience,  in  his  first  aUempt^ 
This  work  is  dedicated  to  George  earl  of  Macclesfield.  ^  In 
n52  appeared  in  8v6,  **  Select  Exercises  for  young  pro- 
ficients in  Mathematics,"  dedicated  to  John  Bacon,  esq. 
F.  R.  S,  His  "Miscellaneous  Tracts,'*  printed  in  1757, 
4to,  was  his  last  legacy  to  the  public ;  a  most  valuable  be- 
quest, whether  we  consider  the  dignity  and  importance  of 
the  subjects,  or  his  sublime  and  accurate  manner  of  treat- 
ing them.  These* are  inscribed  to  the  earl  of  Macclesfield, 
and  are  ably  analyzed  in  Dr.  Hutton*s  Dictionary. 

Besides  the  foregoing,  which  are  the  whole  of  the  regu- 
lar books  or  treatises  that  were  published  by  Mr.  Simpsonr 

*  Mr.  Simpgon  met  with  some  irou-  the  next  edkk>n  of  the  said  ElemeDU 

bfe  and  vexation  ill  consequence  of  the  of  Euclid.      The  second   was   by  an 

irst  edition  of  his  Geometrf.     First,  Illiberal  charge  of  haring  stolen  his 

from  sone  reflections  niade  upon  it,  Elements  from  Mr.  Muller,   the  pio^ 

as  to  \he  accuracy  of  ceruin  parts  of  fessor  of  fortitication  and  artillery  at 

ii,  b3^  Dr*  Robert  Simson,  the  learned  the  same  aqademy  at  Woolwich  where 

professor  of  matbcmatics  in  the  uni^  onr  author  was  processor  of  geometry 

yersiiy  of  Glasgow,  in  the  notes  snb*  and  mathematics.     This   charge  was 

joined  to  bis  edition  of  Euclid's..  Ele-  made  at  the  end  of  the  preface  to  Mr. 

ments.     This  brought   au  answer  to  MuHer^a  Elements  of  Mathematics,  in 

tbo«e-  remarks  fiom  Mr.  Simpson,  in  two  Tolumes.  printed  in  174-8  j  whi^h 

^henotfs  added  to  the  second  edition  was  fully  refuted  by  Mr.  Simpson  in 

ai  above;  to  some  parts  of  which  Dr.  the  preface  to  the :iecond  edition  of  his 

&imtco  af Aia  replied  in  his  note*  on  Geometry. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


SIMPSON.  1^ 

lie  wrote  seyeral  papers  which  were  read  at  the  meetings 
of  the  Royal  Society,  and  printed  in  their  Transactions ; 
but  as  most,  if  not  ail  of  tbem,  were  afterwards  inserted, 
with  alterations  or  additions,  in  his  printed  volumes,  it  is 
needless  to  take  any  farther  notice  of  them  here.  He  also 
proposed,  and  resolved  many  questions  in  the  ^*  Ladies 
Diaries,'*  &c.;  sometimes  under  his  own  name,  as  in 
1735  and  1736;  and  sometimes  under  feigned  or  fictitious 
names ;  such  as,  it  is  thought,  Hurlothrumbo,  Kubemetes, 
Patrick  O'0a¥ei>ah,  Marmaduke  HodgsoD,  Anthony  Shal- 
low, esq.  and  probably  several  others ;  see  the  Diaries  for 
1735,  36,  42,  43,  53,  54,  S5y  56,  57,  58,  59,  and  60. 
Mr.  Simpson  was  also  the  editor  or  compiler  of  the  Diaries 
from  1754  till  1760,  both  inclusive,  during  which  time  he 
raised  that  work  to  the  highest  degree  of  respect.-  He 
was  succeeded  in  the  editorship  by  Mr.  Edw.  Roilinson. 

It  has  also  been  commonly  supposed  that  he  was  the 
real  editor  of,  or  had  a  principal  share  in,  two  other  peri^ 
odical  works  of  a  miscellaneous  mathematical  nature ;  viz. 
the  ^^Mathematician,"  and  << Turner's  Mathematical  Ex- 
ercises," two  volumes,  in  8vo,  which  came  out  in  periodi- 
cal numbers,  in  1750  and  1751,  &c.  The  latter  of  these 
seems  especially  to  have  been  set  on  foot  to  afford  a  proper 
place  for  exposing  the  errors  and  absurdities  of  Mr.  Robert 
Heath,  the  then  conductor  of  the  ^<  Ladies  Diary"  and  the 
*<  Palladium;'*  and  which  controversy  between  them  ended 
iQ  the  disgrace  of  Mr.  Heath,  and  expulsion  from  his  office 
of  editor  to  the  **  Ladies  Diary,'.'  and  the  substitution  of 
Mr.  Simpson  in  his  stead,  in  1753. 

In  1760,  when  the  plans  proposed  for  erecting  a  new 
bridge  at  Blackfriars  were  in  agitation,  Mr.  Simpson, 
among  x)ther  gentlemen,  was  consulted  upon  the  best  form 
Ibr  the  arches,  by  the  New-bridge  Committee.  Upon  this 
occasion  he  gate  a  preference  to  the  semicircular  form ; 
and,  besides  bis  report  to  the  Committee,  some  letters  also 
appeared,  by  himself  and  others,  on  the  same  subject,  in 
the  public  newspapera,  particularly  in  the  Daily  Adver- 
tiser, and  in  Lloyd's  Evening  Post,  which  were  collected  in 
the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  that  year.  It  is  probable 
ihat  this  reference  to  him,  induced  him  to  turn  his  thoughts 
more  seriously  to  this  subject,  so  as  to  form  the  design  of 
composing  a  regular  treatise  upon  it ;  foe  his  family  often 
iflforoied  Dr.  Hutton,  that  he  laboured  hard  upon  this  work 
for,  some  time  before  bis  death,  and  was  very  anxious  to 
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hare  completed  it,  .frequently  remarking  to  them,  that 
when  published,  it  would  procure  him  more  credit  than 
any  of  his  former  publications.  But  he  lived  not  to  put 
the  finishing  hand  to  it.  Whatever  he  wrote  upon  this 
subject,  probably  fell,  together  with  all  his  other  remain- 
ing papers,  into  the  hands  of  major  Henry  Watson,  of  the 
engineers,  in  the  service  of  the  India  company,  being  in 
all  a  large  chest  full  of  papers.  This  gentleman  had  been 
a  pupil  of  Mr.  Simpson's,  and  had  lodged  in  his  house. 
After  Mr.  Simpson's  death,  Mr.  Watson  prevailed  upon  the 
widow  to  let  him  have  the  papers,  promising  either  to  give  her 
a  sum  of  money  for  them,  or  else  to  print  and  publish 
them  for  her  benefit.  But  neither  of  these  was  ever  done ; 
this  gentleman  always  declaring,  when  urged  on  this  point 
by  Dr.  Hutton  and  others,  that  no  use  could  be  made  of 
any  of  the  papers,  owing  to  the  very  imperfect  state  in 
which  he  said  they  were  left.  And  yet  he  persisted  in  his 
refusal  to  give  them  up  again. 

Through  the  interest  and  solicitations  of  William  Jones, 
esq.  he  was,  in  1743,  appointed  professor  of  mathematics, 
then  vacant  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Derham,  in  the  Royal 
academy  at  Woolwich ;  his  warrant  bearing  date  August 
25th.  And  in  1745  he  was  admitted  a  fellow  of  the  Koyal 
Society,  having  been  proposed  as  a  candidate  by  Martin 
Folkes,  esq.  president,  William  Jones,  esq.  Mr.  George  Gra- 
ham, and  Mr.  John  Machin,  secretary ;  all  very  eminent 
mathematicians.  The  president  and  council,  in  consider* 
ation  of  his  very  moderate  circumstances,  were  pleased  to 
excuse  his  admission  fees,  and  likewise  his  giving  bond  for 
the  settled  future  payments. 

At  the  academy  he  exerted  hb  faculties  to  the  utmost, 
in  instructing  the  pupils  who  were  the  immediate  objects 
of  his  duty,  as  well  as  others,  whom  the  superior  officers  of 
the  ordnance  permitted  to  be  boarded  and  lodged  in  hia 
house.  In  his  manner  of  teaching,  he  had  a  peculiar  and 
happy  address;  a  certain  dignity  and  perspicuity,  tem^ 
pered  with  such  a  degree  of  mildness,  as  engaged  both  the 
attention,  esteem,  and  friendship  of  his  scholars ;  of  which 
the  good  of  the  service,  as  well  as  of  the  community,  wa$' 
a  necessary  consequence. 

In  the  latter  stage  of  his  existence,  v^hen  his  life  was  in 
danger,  exercise  and  a  proper  regimen  were  prescribed  him, 
but  to  little  purpose ;  for  he  sunk  gradually  into  such  a  Jow- 
ness  of  spirits  as  seenled  to  injure  his  mental  faculties  and  at 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SIMPSON.  2i 

last  rendered  him  incapable  of  performing  his  duty,  or 
even  of  reading  the  letters  of  his  friends ;  and  so  trifling  an 
accident  as  the  dropping  of  a  tea-cup  would  flurry  him  as 
much  as  if  a  house  had  tumble.d  down.  The  physicians 
advised  his  native  air  for  his  recovery;  and,  Feb.  1761,  he 
set  out,  with  much  reluctance  (believing  he  should  never 
return),  for  Bosworth,  along  with  some  relations.  The 
journey  fatigued  him  to  such  a  degree,  that  upon  his  arrival, 
he  betook  himself  to  his  chamber,  where  he  died.  May  14, 
in  his  fifty-first  year. 

He  left  a  widow  and  a  son  and  a  daughter ;  the  former 
an  officer  in  the  royal  regiment  of  artillery.  The  king,  at 
the  instance  of  lord  Ligonier,  in  consideration  of  Mr. 
Simpson^s  great  merits,  granted  a  pension  to  his  widow, 
together  with  handsome  apartments  adjoining  to  the  aca- 
demy ;  a  favour  never  conferred  on  any  befpre.  His  wi- 
dow died  at  Woolwich  Dec.  19,  1782,  aged  one  hundred 
and  two. ' 

SIMSON  (Robert),  an  eminent  mathematician,  was  the 
eldest  son  of  Mr.  John  Simson,  of  Kirton-hall  in  Ayrshire, 
and  was  born  Oct.  14,  1687.  Being  intended  for  the 
church,  he  was  sent  to  the  university  of  Glasgow  in  1701, 
where  he  made  great  progress  in  classical  learning  and  the 
sciences,  and  also  contracted  a  fondness  for  the  study  of 
geometry,  although  at  this  time,  from  a  temporary  cause, 
BO  mathematical  lectures  were  given  in  the  college.  Hav<» 
ing  procured  a  copy  of  Euclid's  Elements,  with  the  aid 
only  of  a  few  preliminary  explanations  from  some  more 
advanced  students,  he  soon  came  to  understand  them,  and 
laid  the  foundation  of  his  future  eminence.  He  did  not, 
however,  neglect  the  other  sciences  then  taught  in  college,. 
but  in  proceeding  through  the  regular  course  of  academic  « 
study,  acquired  that  variety  of  knowledge  which  was  visi* 
blc  in  his  conversation  throughout  life.  In  the  mean  time 
his  reputation  as  a  mathematician  became  so  high,  that  in 
1710,  when  only  twenty- two  years  of  age,  the  members  of 
the  college  voluntarily  made  him  an  offer  of  the  mathema-. 
tical  chair,  in  which  a  vacancy  in  a  short  time  was  expected 
to  take  place.  From  his  natural  modesty,  however,  be  felt 
much  reluctance,  at  so  early  an  age  to  advance  abruptly 
from  the  state  of  a  student,  to  that  of  a  professor  in  the 
^me  college,  and  therefore  solicited  permission  to. spend 
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one  year  at  least  in  London.     Being  indulged  in  ibis,  bt 

Eroceeded  to  the  metropolis,  and  there  diligently  employed 
imself  in  improving  his  mathematical  knowledge.  He 
also  enjoyed  the  opportunity  of  forming  an  acquaintance 
with  some  eminent  mathematicians  of  that  day,  particularly 
Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Caswell,  Dr.  Jurin,  and  Mr.  Ditton.  With 
the  latter,  indeed,  .who  was  then  mathematical  master  of 
Christ's  Hospital,  and  well  esteemed  for  his  learning,  &€, 
he  was  more  particularly  connected.  It  appears  from  Mr. 
Simson's  own  account,  in  his  letter,  dated  London,  Nov. 
1710,  that  he  expected  to  have  had  an  assistant  in  his  stu- 
dies chosen  by  Mr.  Caswell;  but,  from  some  mistake,  it 
was  omitted,  and  Mr.  Simson  himself  applied  to  Mr.  Ditton* 
He  went  to  him  not  as  a  scholar  (his  own.  words),  but  to 
have  general  information  and  advice  about  his  mathemati- 
cal studies.  Mr.  Caswell  afterwards  mentioned  to  Mr. 
Simson  that  he  meant  to  have  procured  Mr.  Jones's  assist- 
ance, if  he  had  not  been  engaged. 

When  the  vacancy  in  the  professorship  of  uMthematics 
at  Glasgow  did  occur,  in  the  following  year,  by  the  resig- 
nation of  Dr.  Robert  Sinclair,  or  Sinclare  (a  descendant  or 
other  relative  probably  of  Mr.  George  Sinclare,  who  died 
in  that  office  in  1696),  the  university,  while  Mr.  Simson  was 
still  in  London,  appointed  him  to  fill  it ;  and  the  minute 
of  election,  which  is  dated  March  11,  1711,  concluded 
with  this  very  proper  condition,  *^  That  they  will  admit  the 
said  Mr.  Robert  Simson,  providing  always,  that  he  give 
satisfactory  proof  of  his  skill  in  mathematics,  previous  to 
bis  admission.*'  He  returned  to  Glasgow  before  the  enso- 
iog  session  of  the  college,  and  having  gone  through  the' 
form  of  a  trial,  by  resolving  a  geometrical  pi;oblem  propo- 
sed to  him,  and  also  by  giving  **  a  satisfactory  specimen  of 
his  skill  in  mathematics,  and  dexterity  in  teaching  geome- 
try and  algebra ;"  having  produced  also  respectable  certi* 
ficates  of  his  knowledge  of  the  science,  from  Mr.  Caswell 
and  others,  he  was  duly  admitted  professor  of  mathematics^ 
on  the  tOth  of  November  of  that  year. 

Mr.  Simson,  immediately  after  his  admission,  entered  on 
the  duties  of  bis  office ;  and  his  first  occupation  necessarily 
was  the  arrangement  of  a  proper  course  of  instruction  for 
the  students  who  attended  bis  lectures,  in  two  distinct 
classes.  Accordingly  he  prepared  elementary  sketches  of 
some  branches  on  which  there  were  not  suitable  treatises  in 
general  use.     Both  from  a  sense  of  duty  and  from  inclina* 
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tioo,  he  now  directed  the  whole  of  hn  attention  to  ihe 
study  of  mathematics ;  and  though  he  had  a  decided  pre* 
ference  for  geometry,  which  continued  through  life,  yet 
he  did  not  devote  himself  to  it  to  the  exclusion  of  the  other 
branches  of  mathematical  science,  in  most  of  which^there 
is  sufficient  evidence  of  his  being  well  skilled.  From  1711, 
he  continued  near  fifty  years  to  te^ch  mathematics  to  two 
separate  classes,  at  different  hours,  6ve  days  in  the  week, 
during  a  continued  session  of  seven  months.  His  manner 
of  teaching  was  uncommonly  clear  and  successful;  and 
among  his  scholars,  several  rose  to  distinction  as  mathema- 
ticians ',  among  which  may  be  mentioned  the  celebrated 
names  of  Dr.  Matthew  Stewart,  professor  of  mathematics 
at  Edinburgh ;  the  two  Rev.  Dr.  Williamsons,  one  of  whom 
succeeded  DK  Simson  at  Glasgow ;  the  Rev.  Dr.  Trail,  for- 
merly professor  of  mathematics  at  Aberdeen;  Dr.  James 
Moor,  Greek  professor  at  Glasgow :  and  professor  Robi- 
son,  of  Edinburgh,  with  many  others  of  distinguished  me- 
rit. In  1758,  Dr.  Simson,  being  then  seventy-one  years  of 
age,  found  it  necessary  to  employ  an  assistant  in  teaching; 
and  in  1761^,  on  his  recommendation,  the  Rev.  Dr.  William- 
son was  appointed  his  assistant  and  successor. 

During  the  remaining  ten  years  of  his  life,  he  enjoyed 
a  pretty  equal  share  of  good  health  ;  and  continued  to  oc- 
cupy himself  in  correcting  and  arranging  some  ot  his  ma- 
thematical papers,  and  occasionally  for  amusement,  in  the 
solution  of  problems,  and  demonstration  of  theorems, 
which  occurred  from  Ki^  own  studies,  or  from  the  sugges- 
tions of  others.  His  conversation  on  mathematical  and 
other  subjects  continued  to  be  clear  and  accurate;  yet  he 
bad  some  strong  impressions  of  the  decHneof  bis  memory, 
of  which  he  frequently  complained  ;  and  this  probably  pro- 
tracted, and  finally  prevented  his  undertaking  the  publica^ 
tion  of  some  of  his  works,  which  were  in  so  advanced  a 
state,  that  with  little  trouble  they  might  have  been  com- 
pleted for  the  press.  So  that  his  only  publication,  after 
resigning  his  office,  was  a  new  and  improved  edition  of 
EncUd's  Data,  which  in  1762  was  annexed  to  the  2d  edition 
6f  the  Elements.  But  from  that  period,  though  much  so- 
licited to  bring  forward  some  of  his  other  works  on  the  an- 
cient geometry,  though  he  knew  well  how  much  it  was 
desired,  and  though  he  was  fully  apprised  of  the  universal 
curiosity  excited  respecting  his  discovery  of  Euclid'^  Por-^^ 
i^ins,  he  resisted  every  iinporttmity  on  the  subject 
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'  A  life  like  Dr.  Simson's,  purely  academical  «nd  perfectly 
uniform,  seldom  contains  occurrences,  the  recording  <^ 
which  could  be  either  interesting  or  useful.  Bat  his  ma- 
thematical labours  and  inventions  form  the  important  part 
of  bis  character ;  and  with  respect  to  ihem,  there  are  abun- 
dant materials  of « information  in  his  printed  works;  and 
some  circumstances  also  may  be  gathered  from  a  number 
of  MS  papers  which  he  left ;  and  which,  by  the  direction 
of  his  executor,  are  deposited  in  the  library  of  the  college 
of  Glasgow.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  that,  of  the  extensive 
correspondence  which  he  carried  on  through  life,  with 
many  distinguished  mathematicians,  a  small  portion  only  is 
preserved.  Through  Dr.  Jurin,  then  Secretary  of  the 
lloyal  Society,  he  had  some  intercourse  with  Dr.  Halley, 
and  other  distinguished  members  of  that  Society.  And 
both  about  the  same  time,  and  afterwards,  he  hud  frequent 
correspondence  with  Mr.  Maclaurin,  with  Mr.  Janies  Stir- 
ling, Dr.  James  Moor,  Dr.  Matthew  Stewart,  Dr.  Wm. 
Trail,  and  Mr«  Williamson  of  Lisbon.  In  the  latter  part  of 
his,  life,  bis  mathematical  correspondence  was  chiefly  with 
that  eminent  geometer  the  late  earl  Stanhope,  and  with 
George  Lewis  Scott,  esq. 

As  to  his  character.  Dr.  Simson  was  originally  possessed 
of  great  intellectual  powers,  an  accurate  and  distinguishing 
understanding,  an  inventive  genius,  and  a  retentive  me- 
mory :  and  these  powers,  being  excited  by  an  ardent  curio- 
sity, produced  a  singular  capacity  for  investigating  the 
truths  of  mathematical  science.  By  such  talents,  with  a 
^  correct  taste,  formed  by  the  study  of  the  Greek  geometers^ 
be  was  also  peculiarly  qualified  for  communicating  hit 
knowledge,  both  in  his  lectures  and  in  his  writings,  with 
perspicuity  and  elegance.  He  was  at  the  same  time  modest 
and  unassuming;  and,  though  not  indifferent  to  literary 
fame,  he  was  cautious,  and  even  reserved,  in  bringing  for- 
tvard  his  own  discoveries,  but  always  ready  to  do  justice  to 
the  merits  and  inventions  of  others.  Though  his  powers 
of  investigation,  in  the  early  part  of  life,  were  admirable, 
yet  before  any  decline  of  his  health  appeared,  he  felt  strong 
impressions  of  the  decay  both  of  his  memory  and  other, 
faculties ;  occasioned  probably  by  the  continued  exertion 
of  bis  mind,  in  those  severe  studies,  which  for  a  number 
of  years  he  pursued  with  unremittiug  ardour. 

Resides  his  mathematical  attainments,  from  his  liberal 
^ducatioq  be  acquired  »  coqsideri^lQ  ]^nowledge  of  other . 
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sciences,  which  he  preserved  through  )ife,  by  occasional 
reading,  and,  in  some  degree,  by  his  constant  intercourse 
with  many  learned  men  in  his  college.  He  was  esteemed  a 
good  classical  scholar;  and,  though  the  simplicity  of  geo- 
metrical demonstration  does  not  admit  of  much  variety  of 
style,  yet  in  his  works  a  good  taste  in  that  respect  may  be 
distinguished.  In  his  Latin  prefaces  also,  in  which  there 
is  som<j  history  and  discussion,  the  purity  of  language  has 
been  generally  approved.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  indeed, 
that  he  had  not  had  an  opportunity  of  employing,  in  early 
life,  his  Greek  and  mathematical  learning,  in  giving  an 
edition  of  Pappus  in  the  original  language. 

Dr.  Simson  never  was  married ;  and  the  uniform  regultt- 
rity  of  a  long  life,  spent  within  the  walls  of  his  college, 
naturally  produced  fixed  and  peculiar  habits,  which,  how- 
ever, with  the  sincerity  of  his  manners,  were  unoffending, 
and  became  even  interesting  to  those  with  whom  he  lived. 
The  strictness  of  these  habits,  which  indeed  pervaded  all 
bis  occupations,  probably  bad  an  influence  also  on  the  di- 
rection and  success  of  ^me  of  his  scientific  pursuits.  His 
hours  of  study,  of  amusement,  and  of  exercise,  were  all 
regulated  with  uniform  precision.  The  walks  even  in  the 
squares  or  garden  of  the  college  were  all  measured  by  his 
steps,  and  he  took  his  exercises  by  the  hundreds  of  paces, 
according  to  his  time  or  inclination. 

It  has  been  mentioned,  that  an  ardent  curiosity  was  an 
eminent  feature  in  bis  character.  It  contributed  esisentially 
to  bis  success  in  the  mathematical  investigations,  and  it 
displayed  itself  in  the  small  and  even  trifling  occurrences 
of  common  life.  Almost  every  object  and  event  excited  it, 
and  suggested  some  problem  which  he  was  impatient  to 
resolve.  This  disposition,  when  opposed,  as  it  often  ne- 
cessarily  was,  to  his  natural  modesty,  and  to  the  formal 
civility  of  bis  manners,  occasionally  produced  an  embar- 
rassment, which  was  amusing  to  his  friends,  and  sometimes 
a  little  distressing  to  himself. 

In  his  disposition.  Dr.  Simson  was  both  cheeri\il  and 
sociable ;  and  bis  conversation,  when  he  was  at  ease  among 
his  friends,  was  animated  aiid  various,  enriched  with  much 
antedote,  especially  of  the  literary  kind,  but  always  un- 
affected. It  was  enlivened  also  by  a  certain  degree  of  na-^ 
tural  hqmour ;  and  even  the  slight  fits  of  absence,  to  which 
in  company  be  was  occasionally  liable,  contributed  to  the 
enceitainmeDt  of  his  friends,   without  diminishing  their 
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affection  and  respect,  which  his  excellent  qualities  were  cal- 
culated to  inspire.  One  evening  (Friday)  in  the  week  he 
devoted  to  a  ciub,  chiefly  of  bis  own  selection,  which  met 
ID  a  tavern  near  the  college.  The  first  part  of  the  evening 
was  en^ployed  in  playing  the  game  oi  whist,  of  which  he 
was  particularly  fond ;  but,  though  he  took  no  small  trou* 
ble  in  estimating  chances,  it  was  remarked  that  he  was 
often  unsuccessful.  The  rest  of  the  evening  was  spent  in 
cheerful  conversation  ;  and,  as  he  had  some  taste  for  music, 
he  did  not  scruple  to  amuse  his  party  with  a  song ;  and  it 
is  said  that  he  was  rather  fond  of  singing  some  Greek  odes, 
to  which  modern  music  had  been  adapted.  On  Saturdays 
be  usually  dined  in  the  village  of  Anderston,  then  about  a 
mile  distant  from  Glasgov^,  with  some  of  the  members  of 
bis  regular  club,  and  with  a  variety  of  other  respectable 
visitors,  who  wished  to  cultivate  the  acquaintance,  and  en* 
joy  the  society  of  so  eminent  a  person.  In  the  progress  of 
time,  from  his  age  and  character,  it  bec&me  the  wish  of 
bis  company  that  every  thing  in  these  meetings  should  be 
directed  by  him;  and  though  his  authority,  growing  with 
bis  years,  was  somewhat  absolute,  yet  the  good  humour 
with  which  it  was  administered,  rendered  it  pleasing  to 
every  body.  He  had  his  own  chair  and  place  at  table ;  be 
gave  instructions  about  the  entertainment,  regulated  the 
time  of  breaking  up,  and  adjusted  the  expense.  These 
parties,  in  the  years  of  his  severe  study,  were  a  desirable 
and  useful  relaxation  to  his  mind,  and  they  continued  to 
amuse  biro  till  within  a  few  months  of  bis  death. 

Strict  integrity  and  private  worth,  with  corresponding 
purity  of  morals,  gave  the  highest  value  to  a  character, 
which,  from  other  qualities  and  attainments,  was  much 
respected  and  ^esteemed.  On  all  occasions,  even  in  the 
gayest  hours  of  social  intercourse,  the  doctor  maintained  a 
constant  attention  to  propriety.  He  had  serious  and  just 
impressions  of  rehgion;  but  he  was  uniformly  reserved  in 

S pressing  particular  opinions  about  it ;  and,  from  his  sen- 
ents  of  decorum,  be  never  introduced  religion  as  a  sub- 
ject of  conversation  in  mixed  society,  and  all  attempts  to  do 
so  in  his  clubs  were  checked  with  gravity  and  decision. 

In  bis  person.  Dr.  Simson  was  tall  and  erect ;  and  bia 
countenance,  which  was  handsome,  conveyed  a  pleasing 
eirpression  of  the  superior  character  of  bis  mind.  His 
tnwner  bad  always  somewhat  of  the  fashion  which  prevailed 
in  the  early  part  of  bis  life,  but  was  uncommonly  graceful. 
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H^  wms  seriously  indisposed  only  for  a  few  weeks  before  his 
death,  and  tbroagb  a  very  long  life  had  enjoyed  a  uniform 
state  of  good  health.  He  died  October  I,  1768,  when  his 
eighty-first  year  was  almost  completed  ;  having  bequeathed 
his  small  paternal  estate  in  Ayrshire  to  the  eldest  son  of  his 
next  brother,  probably  of  bis  brother  Thomas,  who  was 
professor  of  medicine  in  the  university  of  St.  Andrew's,  and 
who  is  known  by  some  works  of  reputation,  particularly  a 
**  DbsertatioQ  on  the  Nervous  System,  occasioned  by  the 
Dissection  of  a  Brain  completely  Ossified.*' 

The  writings  and  publications  of  Dr.  Simson  were  almost 
exclnsively  of  the  pure  geometrical  kind,  after  the  genuine 
manner  of  the  ancients.  He  has  only  two  pieces  printed 
in^  the  volumes  of  the  Philosophical  Transactions :  viz. 

1.  Two  general  propositions  of  Pappus,  in  which  many 
of  Euclid's  Porisms  are  included,  vol.  XXX(I.  ano.  1723. — 
These  two  propositions  were  afterwards  incorporated  into 
the  author's  large  posthumous  works,  published  by  earl 
Stanhope.  2.  On  the  Extraction  of  the  Approximate 
Roots  of  Numbers  by  Infinite  Series,  voLXLVIFI.  ann.  1753. 
Tb^  separate  pablications  in  his  life^time,  were,  3.  ^  Co- 
nic Sections,"  1735,  4to.  4.  ««  The  Loci  Plani  of  Apol- 
ionins,  restored,*'  1.749,  4to.  5.  **  Euclid^s  Elements," 
1756,  4to,  of  which  there  have  been  since  many  editions 
io  octavo,  with  the  additions  of  Euclid's  Data.  Iii  1776, 
earl  Stanhope  printed,  at  his  own  expence,  several  of  Dr. 
Simson's  posthumous  pieces:  1 . Apollonius*s  determinate 
section.  2.  A  treatise  on  Porisms.  3.  A  tract  on  Loga- 
rithms. 4*  On  the  limits  of  quantities  and  ratios ;  aqd,  5. 
ik)me  geometrical  problems.  Besides  these.  Dr.  Simson*s 
MSS.  contained  a  g^eat  variety  of  geometrical  propositions 
and  other  interesting  observauons  on  different  parts  of  the 
mathematics  :  though  not  in  a  state  fit  for  publication. 
Among  other  designs,  was  an  edition  of  the  works  of  Pap* 
(»Q8,  in  a  state  of  considerable  advancement,  and  which^ 
had  he  lived,  he  might  perhaps  have  published.  What  he 
wrote  is  in  the  library  of  the  college  of  Gfasgow,  and  a 
tmnseript  was  obtained  by  the  delegates  of  the  Clarendon 
press;^ 

8INCLARE  (George),  professor  of  philosophy  in  the 
university  of  Glasgownn  the  seventeenth  century,  was  the 

1  Account  of  the  Life  ancl  Writings  of  Robert  Simton,  M.  D.  by  the  Rtr. 
William  Trail,  LL.  D.  P.  R.  S.  Edio.  M.  R.  I.  A.  and  cbanocllor  of  St.  Savioar't 
Cennor,  1819.  4to,  abriilged  by  Dr.  Hulton  in  the  new  edk.  of  hit  Dictionary^ 
— ^Bncydop:  BriUa. 
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author  of  several  works  on  mathematical  and  physical  sub- 
jects. He  was  dismissed  from  bis  professorship  soon  after 
the  restorttiooy  on  account  of  his  principles,  being  a  strict 
adherent  to  the  presbyterian  form  of  church  government. 
During  the  period  of  his  ejectment,  he  resided  about  the 
southern  and  border  counties,  collecting  and  affording 
useful  information  on  the  subjects  of  mining,  engineering, 
&c.  and  was  in  particular  employed  by  the  magistrates  of 
Edinburgh  on  the  then  new  plan  for  supplying  that  city 
with  water,  &c.  Considerable  attention  seems  to  have 
been  paid  by  him  to  such  branches  of  hydrostatics  as  were 
of  a  practical  nature :  and  it  has  been  said  he  was  the  first 
person  who  suggested  the  proper  method  of  draining  the 
water  from  the  numerous  coal  mines  in  the  south-west  of 
Scotland.  When  the  revolution  took  place  in  1688,  and 
the  presbyterian  became  the  established  religion  of  Scot- 
land,  Mr.  Sinclare  was  recalled  to  his  professorship,  which 
be  held  until  his  death  in  1696. 

He  published,  !.  "Tyrocinia  mathematica,"  Glas.  1661, 
12mo.  2.  "  Ars  Nova  et  Magna  Gravitatis  et  Levitatis,** 
Rocterd.  1669,  4to.  3.  "Hydrostatics,"  Edin.  1672,  4to. 
4.  "  Hydrostatical  Experiments,  with  a  Discourse  on  Coal,'* 
Edin.  1680,  8vo.  5.  **  Principles  of  Astronomy  and  Navi- 
gation," Edin.  1688,  12mo.  Mr.  Sinclare*s  writings,  in 
the  opinion  of  a  very  able  judge,  are  not  destitute  of  in- 
genuity and  research,  though  they  may  contain  some  er- 
roneous and  eccentric  views.  His  work  on  Hydrostatics, 
and  his  ^^  Ars  Nova  et  Magna,"  and  perhaps  also  his  poli- 
tical principles,  provoked  the  indignation  of  some  persons  ; 
on  which  occasion  Mr.  James  Gregory,  then  professor  of 
mathematics  at  St.  Andrew's,  animadverted  on  him  rather 
severely  in  a  treatise  entitled,  "  The  great  and  new  art  of 
weighing  Vanity,"  &c.  (See  Gregory,  vol.  XVI.  p.  278). 
Besides  the  works  above  mentioned,  a  publication  in  defence 
•of  witchcraft,  entitled  "  Satan's  Invisible  World,"  has  been 
ascribed  to  him  :  it  bears  the  initials  G.  S.  of  his  name ;  and 
witchcraft  was  a  standard  article  of  belief  in  Scotland  at 
that  time.  He  also  translated  and  published  under  the  same 
initials  Dickson's  "  Truth's  Victory  over  Error,"  suppress- 
ing the  author's  name  (see  David  Dickson),  for  which  he 
is  censured  by  Wodrow,  the  ecclesiastical  historian  and 
biographer  of  professor  Dickson,  while  he  allows  him  the 
merit  of  some  good  intention.* 

>  Hotton's  Dictionary,  Dew  edit.^Wodrow's  Life  of  Dickson,  p.  j'u  edit.  1764. 
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SINGE.    See  SYNGE. 

SIRI  (ViOTOR)y  an  lulian  annalist,  was  born  in  16 IS^ 
and  was  a  monk  of  Parma,  where  he  employed  the  leisure 
kours  which  a  monastic  life  aflPorded,  in  writing  the  historj 
of  his  times.  The  confidence  placed  in  him  by  political 
men,  and  the  correspondence  to  which  he  had  access,  en* 
abled.  him  to  penetrate  into  the  secret  motives  and  causes 
of  actions  and  events,  and  gave  an  air  of  authenticity  and 
consequence  to  his  public  communications.  He  is  said  to 
hav^  been  the  first,  in  luly  at  least,  who  published  a  kind 
of  political  journal  under  the  name  of  **  Memorie  recon* 
dite,*'  afterwards  collected  into  volumes.  The  first  two  hay- 
ing found  their  way  into  France,  induced  cardinal  Maza- 
rine to  entertain  a  very  high  opinion  of  the  author,  and  by 
bis  persuasion,  Louis  XIV.  invited  Siri  to  Paris.  On  bis 
arrival,  he  was  preferred  to  a  secular  abbey,  and  quitting 
his  ecclesiastical  functions,  lived  at  court  in  great  intimacy 
and  confidence  with  the  king  and  his  ministers,  and  was 
made  almoner  and  historiographer  to  his  majesty.  There, 
in  1677,  he  published  the  3d  and  4th  volumes  of  his  jour- 
nal, and  continued  it  as  far  as  the  eighth,  4to.  This,  says 
Baretti,  is  as  valuable  a  history  as  any  in  Italian,  though 
the  style  and  language  are  but  indifferent,  and  it  is  very 
difficult  to  find  all  the  volumes.  The  period  of  time  they 
include  is  from  1601  to  1640.  He  published  also  another 
work  of  a  similar  kind,  called  <^  11  Mercurio,  ovvero  isto- 
ria  de*  correnti  Tempi,'*  from  1647  to  1632,  which  ex- 
ttnda  to  fifteen  4to  volumes,  the  two  last  of  which  are  more 
difficult  to  be  found  than  all  the  rest.  The  former  work, 
however,  is  in  roost  estimation  on  account  of  the  historical 
documents  it-contains,  which  are  always  useful,  whatever 
colouring  an  editor  may  please  to  give.  Siri  has  not  escaped 
the  imputation  of  venality,  especially  in  his  attachment  to 
the  French  court,  yet  Le  Clerc  observes  (Bibl.  Choisie, 
voL  IV.)  that  no  French  writer  dared  to  speak  so  freely  of 
the  public  men  of  that  nation  as  Siri  has  done.  There  is 
a  French  translation  of  the  **  Memorie  recondite,"  under 
the  title  of  '^  Memoires  secrets,'*  which,  Landi  says,  might 
have  been  much  improved  from  Siri's  extensive  correspond- 
ence with  almost  all  the  ministers  of  Europe,  now  extant 
in  the  Benedictine  library  of  Parma,  and  among  the  private 
archives  of  Modena.  Siri  died  in  1683,  in  the  seventieth 
year  of  his  age.* 

^  Moreri.— Landi  Hift.  4e  ta  tiUeratore  de  L*(talie,  toI.  Y.— Barelti'i  Ita- 
liaa  library. 
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SIRMOND  (Jambs),  a  very  learocd  French  Jesuit,  Was 
die  SOD  of  a  magistrate,  and  born  at  Riom,  Oct.  12,  1559. 
At  ten  years  of  age  he  was  sent  to  the  college  of  Billon, 
in  Lower  Auvergne,  the  hrst  seminary  which  u^e  J. .  uus  had 
in  France.  He  entered  into  the  society  in  157*>,  aud  two 
years  after  took  tiie  vows.  His  superiors,  discoveritisL^  ids 
uncommon  talents*  sent  bim  to  Paris;  where  he  i*^<n;ht 
classical  literature  two  years,  and  rhetoric  three,  i  wo  of 
lus  pupils  were  Charles  of  Valois^  duke  D'Angouleme,  ibe 
IMtural  son  of  Charles  IX.,  and  Francis  de  Sales.  During 
this  time,  he  acquired  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  Greek 
and  Latin  languages ;  and  formed  that  style  which  has  been 
so  much  esteemed  by  the  learned.  It  is  said  that  he  took 
Muretus  for  his  model,  and  never  passed  a  day  without 
reading  some  pages  in  his  writings;  and  it  is  certain  that 
by  this,  or  his  natural  taste,  he  became  one  of  the,  purest 
Latin  writers  of  his  time.  In  1586,  he  began  his  course 
of  divinity,  which  lasted  four  years.  He  .undertook  to 
translate  into  Latin  the  works  of  the  Greeki  fathers,  and 
began  to  write  notes  upon  Sidonius  Apollinaris.  In  1590, 
be  was  sent  for  to  Rome  by  the  general  of  the  order, 
Aquaviva,  to  take  upon  bim  the  office  of  bis  secretary ; 
which  he  discharged  for  sixteen  years  with  success,  and 
clothed  the  sentimeuts  of  his  employer  iu'very  sapeffiOT 
language.  The  study  of  antiquity  was  at  'that  time  fafis 
principal  object :  he  visited  libraries,  and  consulted  manu'- 
scripts:  he  contemplated  antiques,  medals^  ainl  inscrip^ 
tions:  and  the  Italians,  though  jealous  of  the  honour  of 
their  nation,  acknowledged  his  acuteness  as  an  antiquary, 
Itad  consulted  him  in  many  cases  of  difficulty.  At  Rome 
be  formed  a  friendship  with  the  most  eminent  men  of  the 
time,  particularly  with  Bellarmine  and  Tolet,  who  were  of 
his  own  society,  and  with  the  cardinal  Baronius,  D*Ossat, 
and  Du  Perron.  Baronius  was  much  assisted  by  bim  in  his 
'^  Ecclesiastical  Annals,''  especially  in  af&irs  relating  to  the 
Greek  history  ;  upon  which  he  furnished  him  with  a  greitt 
number  of  works,  translated  from  Greek  into  Latin. 

Sirmond  returned  to  Paris  in  1606  ;  and  from  that  time 
•did  not  cease  to  enrich  the  public  with  a  great  number  o§ 
-works,  particularly  editions  of  the  authors  of  the  middle 
age,  printed  by  him  with  great  care  from  original  maou*- 
scripts  discovered  by  him  in  the  public  libraries.  Moeb 
q£  iuM  liCe  was  employed,  and  the  better  part  of  his  repu*^ 
tation  depends,  on  bis  labours  as  an  editor,  which  produced 
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torrect  copies  of  Geoffiroy  de  Vendome,  Ennodios,  Flo>- 
doard,  Fulgentius,  Valerian^  Sidonius  ApoUinHris,  one  of 
kis  moBt  valuable  editions^  Pascbasios  Radbert,  Eugene 
of  Toledo,  Idaciusy  Marcellinus,  and  many  others.  When 
bis  reputation  became  more  generally  known,  pope  Urban 
VIII.  had  a  desire  to  draw  him  again  to  Rome ;  and  caused 
a  letter  for  that  purpose  to  be  sent  to  him  by  father  Vit- 
telleschi,  general  of  their  order :  but  Louis  XIII.  would 
ftot  suffer  a  person  who  did  so  much  honour  to  his  king- 
dom, to  leave  it;  and,  in  1637,  appointed  him  his  confes- 
sor, in  the  room  of  father  Caussin,  which  delicate  office  be 
accepted  with  great  reluctance,  yet  demeaned  himself 
with  the  utmost  caution  and  prudence,  never  med- 
dling with  political  afiairs,  or  employing  his  interest  in  en- 
riching his  relations.  In  1643,  however,  after  the  death 
of  Louis  XIII.  he  left  the  court,  and  resumed  his  ordi- 
nary occupations  with-  the  same  tranquillity  as  if  he  had 
never  quitted  bis  retirement.  In  1645,  he  went  to  Rome, 
Botwilbstanding  his  great  age,  for  the  sake  of  assisting  at 
the  Section  of  a  general,  upon  the  death  of  Vittellescbi, 
as  he  had  done  thirty  years  before  upon  the  death  of  Aqua- 
viva  ;  and,  after  his  return  to  France,  resumed  his  studies. 
But  having  engaged  in  a  warm  dispute  in  the  college  of 
the  Jesuits,  the  exertion  brought  on  a  disorder  which  car- 
ried him  off  in  a  few  days.  He  died  Oct.  7,  165),  aged 
mnety-twow 

,  Tbe^orks  of  which  be  was  author  and  editor  amounttp 
fifteen  volumes  iii  folio.;  five  of  which,  containing  bis  ori- 
ginal productions,  many  of  them  on  controversial  points, 
were*  printed  at  the  royal  printing-house  at  Paris  in  I4M, 
under  this  title:  ^'Jacobi  Sirmondi  Opera  Yaria,  nunc 
primom  coilecta,  ex  ipsius  scbedis  emendatiora,  Notis 
posthumts,  Epistolis,  et  Opusculis  aliquibus  auctiora.'* 
The  following  character  is  given  of  him  by  Du  Pin : 
^  Father  Sirmond  knew  how  to  join  a  great  delieacy 
of  uiulerstanding  and  the  justest  discernment- to  a  profound 
and  extensive  erudition.  He  understood  Greek  and  Latin 
in  perfection,  all  the  profane  ajitbors,  history,  and  what- 
ever goes  under  the  name  of  belles  lettres.  He  had  a  very 
extensive  knowledge  in  ecclesiastical  antiquity,  and  bad 
todied  witb  care  all  the  authors  of  the  middle  age.  His 
style  is  pure,  concise,  and  nervous :  yet  be  affects  too 
much  certain  expressions  of  the  comic  poets.  He  medi- 
tated very  much  upon  what  he  wrote,  and  bad  a  particular 
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art  of  redacing  into  a  note  what  comprehended  a  great, 
many  things  in  a  very  few  words*  He  is  exact,  judicious^^ 
simple ;  yet  never  omits  any  thing  that  is  necessary.  His 
dissertations  have  passed  for  a  model;  by  which  it  were  to- 
be  wished  that  every  one  who  writes  would  form  himself. 
When  he  treated  of  one  subject,  he  never  said  immediately 
all  that  be  knew  of  it ;  but  reserved  some  new  arguments 
always  for  a  reply,  like  auxiliary  troops,  to  come  up  and 
assist,  in  case  of  need,  the  grand  body  of  the  battle.  He 
was  disinterested,  equitable,  sincere,  moderate,  modest, 
laborious;  and  by  these  qualities  drew  to,  himself  the 
esteem,  not  only  of  the  learned,  but  of  all  mankind.  He 
has  left  behind  him  a  reputation  which  will  last  for  many 
ages.'^' 

SIXTUS  IV.  originally  called  Francis  Albisqla  della 
ROVERA,  is  said  by  some  writers  to  have  been  the  son  of  a 
fisherman  at  Celles,  a  village  five  leagues  from  Savona  in 
the  territory  of  Genoa,  but  others  derive  him  from  a  branch, 
•fa  noble  family.  He  was  born  in  141 3,. entered  the  Fran- 
aiscan  order,  took  a  doctor's  degree  at  Padua,  and  taught 
with  reputation  in  the  universities  of  Bologna,  Pavia,  Sienna, 
Florence,  and  Perugia.  After  this  he  became  general  of 
the  Franciscans,  then  cardinal  through  the  interest  of  car- 
dinal Bessarion,  and  at  length  pope,  Augusts,  1471,  on 
the  death  of  Paul  II.  He  immediately  armed  a  fleet 
against  the  Turks,  and  displayed  great  magnificence  and 
liberality  during  his  whole  pontificate.  He  was  almost  the 
founder  of,  and  certainly  greatly  enriched  ther Vatican  li- 
brary, and  entrusted  the  care  of  it  to  the  learned  Platina* 
He  published  a  bull,  March  1,  1746,  granting  indulgences 
to  those  who  should  celebrate  the  festival  of  the  Immacu- 
late Qouception  of  the  Holy  Virgin ;  the  first  decree  of  the 
Roman  church  concerning  that  festival.  The  establish- 
ment of  the  feast  of^  St.  Joseph,  for  which  Gerson  bad 
taken  great  pains,  is  also  ascribed  to  this  pope.  Historians 
have  reproached  him  with  conniving  at  the  vices  of  bit 
nephews,  being  too  violent  against  the  Medici  family  and 
the  Venetians,  and  having  joined  in  the  conspiracy  of  the. 
Pazzi  at  Florence.  There  seems  upon  the  whple  to  have,, 
been  little  in  his  character  to  comniand  the  respect  .of*  pos- 
terity, except  his  patronage  of  literature.     He  .died  Au- 

1  Dapin. — Kiceron,   vol.  XVll.— Bates's  **  Vilae   Selectorum."— PerrauU'a 
**  Lea  Hommtg  lilvstres.'* 
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gmt  18,  1484,  mged  71.  Before  his  election  to  the  pontU 
ficate,  he  #rote  the  fcdlowing  treatises :  ^  De  Sangaioa 
Christi,^  Rome,  1473,  fol.  scarce;  **  De  futuris  cootigeo-* 
tibas ;"  <<  De  potentift  Dei  ;*'  ^  De  Conceptione  beata 
Vii^nis,"  &C. ;  a  very  scarce  work  is  also  attributed  to  hinig 
entitled  *'  Regulis  Caocdlarie,'*  1471,  4to,  translated  into 
French  by  Dupinet,  1564,  8vo,  and  reprinted  ander  tkm 
title  of  *^  La  Banque  Romaine,'^  1700,  12ino.' 

SIXTUS  V.  (Pope),  whose  propet  names  were  Feuz 
Pbretti,  was  bom  in  1521,  in  the  signiory  of  Montalto: 
bis  father,  Francis  Peretti,  for  his  faithful  service  to  a 
country  gentleman,  with  whom  he  lived  as  a  gardener,  waa 
rewarded  with  his  master's  favourite  servant-maid  for  a 
wife.  These  were  the  parents  of  that  |>outiff,  who,  froai 
the  instant  of  his  accession  to  the  papacy,  even  to  the 
hour  of  his  death,  made  himself  obeyed  and  feared,  not 
only  by  his  own  subjects,  but  by  all  who  had  any  concern 
with  him.  Though  he  very  early  discovered  talents  and  in- 
clination for  learning,  the  poverty  of  his  parents  prevented 
their  indulging  it ;  for  which  reason,  at  about  nine  years 
ofi^e,  his  father  hired  him  to  an  inhabitant  of  the  town^ 
to  look  after  his  sheep :  but  his  master,  being  on  some  oc- 
canon  disobligred,  removed  him  to  a  less  honourable  em- 
ployment, and  gave  him  the  care  of  his  hogs.  He  waa 
soon  released,  however,  from  this  degrading  occupation : 
for,  in  1531,  Calling  accidentally  under  tl^  cognizance  of 
iither  Michael  Angelo  Selleri,  a  Franciscan  firiar^  who  was 
going  to  preach  during  the  Lent  season  at  Ascoli,  the  friar 
was  80  exceedingly  struck  with  bis  conversation  and  beha- 
viour, as  to  recommend  him  to  the  fraternity  whither  he 
was  going.  Accordingly,  with  the  unanimous  approbation 
of  the  community,  he  was  received  among  them,  invested 
with  the  habit  of  a  lay -brother,  and  placed  under  *'  the 
sacristan,  to  assbt  in  ^weeping  the  church,  lighting  the 
candles,  and  such  little  offices;  who,  in  return  for  his 
services,  was  to  teach  him  the  responses,  and  rudimentf 
of  grammar.*' 

With  no  other  tutor,  his  education  commenced,  and  by. 
a  quick  comprehension,  strong  memory,  and  unwearied 
appKcarion,  he  made  such  a  surprising  progress,  that  io 
1534  he  was  thought  fit  to  receive  the  cowl,  and  enter 
«l{Km  his  noviciate;  and,  in  1535,  was  admitted  to  mak# 

>  Bower.-*Dupiii. — Roscoe*t  toreaso. 
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his  profession,  being  wo  more  than  fourteen.  H6  p^rstMcl 
bis  studies  with  so  macb  assiduity,  that^  in  153^,  be  was  mow 
counted  equal  to  the  best  disputants,  and  was  soon  admiu 
ted  to  deacon's  orders.  In  1545  be  was  ordained  priesty 
and  assumed  the  name  of  father  Montaho :  the  same  year^ 
be  toolc  bis  bachelor's  degree,  and  two  years  after,  his 
doctor's;  and  was  appointed  to  keep  a  divinity  act  before 
the  whole  chapter  of  the  order,  at  which  time  he  so  effec-* 
iually  recommended  himself  to  cardinal  de  Carpi,  and 
Cultivated  so  close  an  intimacy  with  Bossius  his  secretary, 
chat  they  were  both  of  them  ever  after  his  steady  friends  ^ 
and,  indeed,  he  had  frequent  occasions  for  their  interpo«« 
^ition  on  his  behalf;  for  the  impetuosity  of  his  temper,  and 
bis  impatience  of  contradiction,  bad  already  subjected  him 
to  several  inconveniencies,  and  in  the  subsequent  part  of 
bis  life  involved  him  in  many  more  difficulties.  While  all 
Italy  was  delighted  with  his  eloquence,  he  was  perpetually 
embroiled  in  quarrels  with  his  monastic  brethren  :  he,  how* 
ever,  formed  two  new  friendships  at  Rome,  which  were 
afterwards  of  signal  service  to  him  :  one  with  the  Colonna 
family,  who  thereby  became  his  protectors ;  the  other  with 
father  Ghisilieri,  by  whose  recommendation  he  was  •  ap*- 
pointed  inquisitor- general  at  Venice,  by  Paul  IV.  soon 
after  his  accession  to  the  papacy  in  1555.  fiut  the  severity^ 
with  which  he  executed  his  office,  was  so  otTensive  to  a 
l^eople  jealous  of  their  liberties,  as  the  Venetians  were, 
that  he  was  obliged  to  owe  his  preservation  to  a  precipitate 
flight  from  that  city. 

'  After  his  retreat  from  Venice,  we  find  bim  acting  itk 
niany  public  affairs  at  Rome,  and  as  often  engaged  in  dis-^ 
putes  with  the  conventuals  of  bis  order;  till  he  was  ap- 
pointed, as  chaplain  and  consultor  of  the  inquisition,  ta 
attend  cardinal  Buon  Compagnon,  afterwards  Gregpory 
!KI1I.  who  was  then  legate  a  latere  to  Spain.  Here  Mpn- 
fialto  had  great  honours  paid  him:  he  was  offered  to  be* 
Bade  one  of  the  royal  chaplains,  with  a  table  and  an  apart-- 
tnent  in  the  palace,  and  a  very  large  stipend,  if  be  would 
atay  there ;  but  having  centered  bis  views  at  Rome,  be 
declined  accepting  these  favours,  and  only  asked  the 
bonour  of  bearing  the  title  of  his  majesty's  chaplain  wber-* 
ever  he  went*  While  things  were  thus  circumstanced  at 
Madrid,  news  was  brought  of  the  death  of  Pius  IV.  and 
the  elevation  of  cardinal  Alexandrino  to  the  holy  see,  with 
ihe  title  of  Pius  V.    Moa^ilip  was  greatly  transported  at 
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tbi^  neiviy  the  new  pontiff  having  ever  been  his  stekly 
friend  and  patron  ;  for  this  new  pope  was  father  Ghitilieri^ 
who  bad  been  promoted  to  the  purple  by  Paul  IV.  Mon^ 
.teitoTjoy  at  the  promotion  of  his  friend  was  not  ill-founded^ 
nor  were  his  expectations  disappointed ;  for  Pins  Y.  even 
in  the  first  week  of  his  pontificate,  appointed  him  general 
of  his  order,  an  oflBce  that  he  executed  with  his  accustomed 
severity.  In  1568  he  was  made  bishop  of  St^  Agatha; 
and,  in  1570,  was  honoured  with  a  cardinal's  hat  and  a 
pension.  During  this  reign  he  had  likewise  the  chief  di- 
rection of  the  papal  councils,  and  particularly  was  em^- 
ployed  to  draw  up  the  bull  of  excommunicatimi  against 
queen  Elisabeth. 

Being  now  in  possession  of  the  purple,  he  began  to  as* 
pire  to  the  papacy.    With  this  view  '^  he  became  humble, 
patient,  and  afikble ;  so  artfully  concealing  the  natural  im- 
petuosity of  his  temper,  that  one  would  have  sworn  tbia 
gentleness  and  i^ioderation  was  born  with  him.    There  was 
auciwe  change  in  his  dress,  bis  air,  his  words,  and  all  bis 
actions,  that  his  nearest  friends  and  acquaintance  said,  be 
was  not  the  same  man.    A  greater  alteration,  or  a  more 
absolute  victory  over  his  passions,  was  never  seen  in  any 
one^;  nor  is  there  an  instance,  perhaps,  in  all  history,  of  a 
person  supporting  a  fictitious  character  in  so  uniform  and 
consistent  a  manner,  or  so  artfully  disguising  bts  foibles 
and  imperfections  for- such  a  number  of  years.**    To  which 
may  be  added,  that,  while  he  endeavoured  to  court  the 
friendship  of  the  ambassadors  of  every  foreign  power,  he 
very  carefully  avoided  attaching  himself  to  the  interest  of 
any  one ;  nor  would  he  accept  favours,  that  might  be  pre*- 
sumed  to  lay  him  under  peculiar  obligations.     He  was  not 
less  singular  in  his  conduct  to  his  relations,  to  whom  he 
had  heretofore  expressed  himsetf  with  the  utmost  tender- 
ness ;  but  now  be  behaved  very  differently,  **  knowing  that 
disinterestedness  in  that  point  was  one  of  the  keys  to  the 
ipapacy.    So  that  when  his  brother  Antony  came  to  see  him 
at  Rome,  he  lodged  htm  in  an  inn,  and  sent  him  back  again 
the  next  day  with  only  a  present  of  sixty  crowns ;  strictly 
charging  him  to  return  immediately  to  his  fpimily,  and  tell 
them,  *  That  his  spiritual  cares  increased  upon  him,  and 
be  was  now  dead  to  his  relations  and  the  world  ;  but  as  he 
found  old  age  and  infirmities,  begin  to  approaeh^  he  migfar, 
perhaps,  in  a  while,  send  for  one  of  bis  nephews  to  wak 
onhim'/V 
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Upoft  the  d^ath  of  Pius  V.  which  happened  in  1572| 
Monialto  entered  the  conclave  with  the  rest  of  the  cardinals; 
but,  appearing  to  give  himself  no  trouble  about  the  elec- 
tion, kept  altogether  in  his  apartment,  without  ever  stir- 
ring from  it,  except  to  his  devotions.  He  affected  a  total 
ignorance  of  the  intrigues  of  the  several  factions ;  and,  if 
1m  was  asked  to  engage  in  any  party,  would  reply,  with 
aeeming  indifference,  **  that  for  bis  pa|:t  he  was  of  no  man- 
ner of  consequence;  that,  as  he  had  never  been  in  the 
conclave  before,  he  was  afraid  of  making  some  false  step, 
•  Mid  should  leave  the  affair  to  be  conducted  wholly  by 
people  of  greater  knowledge  and  experience.'*  The  elec- 
tion being  determined  in  favour  of  cardinal  Buon  Com- 
pagnoo,  who  assumed  the  name  of  Gregory  XIII.  Mon- 
talto  did  not  neglect  to  assure  him,  <^  that  be  had  never 
wished  for  any  thing  so  much  in  his  life,  and  that  be  should 
always  remember  his  goodness,  and  the  favours  he  received 
from  him  in  Spain.''  The  new  pope,  however,  not  only 
abewed  very  little  regard  to  his  compliment,  but  during 
bb  pontificate,  treated  him  with  the  utmost  contempt,  and 
deprived  him  of  the  pension  which  bad  been  granted  to 
him  by  Pius  V.  Nor  was  he  held  in  greater  esteem  by  the 
generality  of  the  cardinals,  who  considered  him  as  a  poor, 
old,  doting  fellow,  incapable  of  doing  either  good  or  harm; 
and  who,  by  way  of  ridicule^  they  were  used  frequently  to 
style,  **  the  ass  of  La  Marca."  He  seldom  interfered  in, 
or  was  present  at  any  public  transactions;  the  chief  part  of 
bis  time  was  employed  in  works  of  piety  and  devotion ; 
and  his  benevolence  to  the  indigent  was  so  remarkable, 
tbat,  when  a  terrible  famine  prevailed  at  Rome,  the  poor 
said  openly  of  him,  ^<  that  cardinal  Montalto,  who  lived 
upoa  charity  himself,  gave  with  one  hand  what  he  received 
with  the  other;  while  the  rest  of  the  cardinals,  who  wal- 
lowed in  abundance,  contented  themselves  with  shewing 
tbem  the  way  to  the  hospital." 

Notwithstanding  this  affected  indifference  to  what  passed 
in  the  world,  be  was  never  without  able  spies,  who  in- 
formed bim  from  time  to  time  of  every  the  most  minute 
particular.  He  bad  assumed  great  appearance  of  imbeci- 
lity and  all  the  infirmities  of  old  age,  for  some  years  before 
ibe  death  of  Gregory  XIII.  in  1585 ;  when  it  was  not  with- 
out much  seeming  reluctance,  that  Montalto  accompanied 
ibe  rest  of  the  cardinals  into  the  conclave,  where  he  main- 
tained the  same  uniformity  of  behaviour  in  which  he  bad 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


8  I  X  T  U  S    v.-  S7 

JO  long  persisted.  **  He  kept  himself  close  shut  up  in  his 
ebamher,  and  was  no  more  thought  or  spoken  of,  than  if 
he  bad  not  been  there.  He  very  seldom  stirred  out,  and 
when  he  went  to  mass,  or  any  of  the  scrutinies,  appeared 
,  so  little  concerned,  that  one  would  have  thought  he  had  ao 
manner  of  interest  in  any  thing  that  happened  within  those 
walls  ;'^  and,  without  promising  any  thing,  he  flattered 
every  body«  This  method  of  proceeding  was  judiciously 
calculated  to  serve  his  ambitiaiu  He  was  early  apprised, 
that  there  would  be  great  contests  or  divisions  in  the  con* 
clave ;  and  he  knew  it  was  no  UDCommon  case,  that  .when 
the  chi^  of  the  respective  parties  met  with  opposition  to 
the  person  they  were  desirous  of  electing,  they  would  all 
willingly  concur  in  the  choice  of  some  very  old  and  infirsa 
cardinal,  whose  life  would  last  only  long  enough  to  prepare 
themselves  with  more  strength  against  another  vaeaney. 
These  views  directed  his  conduct,  nor  was  he  mistaken  ia 
his  expectations  of  success.  Three  csrdinals,  who  were  the 
heads  of  potent  fiactions,  finding  themselves  unable  te 
choose  the  persons  they  respectively  favonred,  all  concur^- 
red  to  elect  Montalto.  As  it  was  not  yet  necessary  for 
him  to  discover  himself,  when  they  came  to  acquaint  him 
with  their  intention,  ^^  be  fell  into  such  a  violent  fit  of 
coughing,  that  they  thought  he  would  have  expired  upon* 
the  spot."  When  he  recovered  himself,  be  told  them, 
f^.  that  his  reign  would  be  but  for  a  few  days ;  that,  besides 
the  continual  difficulty  of  breathing,  he  had  not  strength 
enough  to  support  wadi  a  weight ;  and  that  his  small  ex- 
perience in  a&irs  made  him  altogether  unfit  for  a  charge 
of  so  important  a  nature/'  Nor  would  he  be  prevailed  on 
to  accept  it  on  any  other  terms,  than  that  f*  they  should 
all  three  promise  not  to  abandon  him,  but  take  the  greatest 
part  of  the  weight  off  his  shoulders,  as  he  was  neither  able, 
nor  could  in  conscience  pretend,  to  tidce  the  whole  upon 
himself."  The  cardinals  giving  a  ready  assent  to  his  pro- 
posal, he  added,  **  If  you  are  resolved  to  make  me  pope, 
it  will  be  only  placing  yourselves  on  the  throne ;  we  must 
share  the  pontificate.  For  my  part,  I  shall  be  content  with 
the  bare  title ;  let  them  call  me  pope,  and  you  are  heartily 
-  welcome  to  the  power  and  authority."  This  artifice  suc- 
ceeded ;  and,  in  confidence  of  engrossing  the  administra- 
tion, they  exerted  their  joint  interests  so  effectually,  that 
Montalto  was  elected.  He  now  immediately  pulled  off  che 
mask  which  he  had  worn  for  fourteen  years,  with  an  amaa^ 
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ing  ftetdiness  and  uniformity.  As  soon  as  ever  he  found 
A  sufficient  number  of  votes  to  secure  his  election^  be 
threw  the  staff  with  which  be  used  to  support  himself  into 
the  middle  of  the  chapel ;  ^nd  appeared  taller  by  almost  ft 
foot  than  he  had  done  for  several  years.  Being  asked  ac- 
cording to  custom,  ^'Whether  he  would  please  to  accept 
of  the  papacy/'  be  replied  somewhat  sharply,  **  It  it 
trifling  and  impertinent  to  ask  whether  I  will  accept  what 
I  have  already  accepted :  however,  to  satisfy  any  scruple 
that  may  arise,  I  tell  you,  that  I  accept  it  with  great  plea-* 
sure ;  and  would  accept  another,  if  I  could  get  it ;  for  I 
find  myself  strong  enough,  by  the  divine  assistance,  to 
nmnage  two  papacies."  Nor  was  the  change  in  bb  man* 
Bers  less  remarkable  than  in  his  person :  he  immediately 
divested  himself  of  the  humility  he  had  so  long  professed ; 
and,  laying  aside:  his  accustomed  civility  and  complaisance, 
heated  every  body  with  reserve  and  haughtiness. 

The  lenity  of  Gregory's  government  bad  introduced  a 
general  licentiousness  among  all  ranks  of  people ;  which, 
diough  somewhat  restrained  while  he  lived,  broke  out  into 
open  violence  the  very  day  after  his  death.  Riots,  rapes, 
robberies,  and  murders,  were,  during  the  vacancy  of  the 
tee,  daily  committed  in  every  part  of  the  ecclesiastical 
'  state ;  so  that  the  reformation  of  abuses,  in  the  church  as 
well  as  the  state,  was  the  first  and  principal  care  of  Sixtus 
V.  for  such  was  the  title  Montalto  assumed.  The  fiist 
days  of  his  pontificate  were  employed  in  receiving  the  conr 
gratolatioiis  of  the  Roman  nobility,  and  in  giving  audience 
-to  foreign  ministers ;  and  though  he  received  them  with 
teeming  cheerfulness  and  complaisance,  yet  he  soon  dis<- 
missed  them,  desiring  to  be  excused,  **  for  he  had  some- 
.thing  else  to  do  than  to  attend  to  compliments.''  It  having^ 
been  customary  with  preceding  popes  to  release  prisoners 
on  the  day  of  their  coronation,  delinquents  used  to  sur*- 
render  themselves  after  the  pope  was  chosen ;  and  several 
o£Fenders,  judging  of  Montalto's  disposition  by  his  beha- 
viour while  a  cardinal,  came  voluntarily  to  the  prisons,  not 
making  the  least  doubt  of  a  pardon  :  but  they  were  fatally 
disappointed ;  for  when  the  governor  of  Rome  and  the 
keeper  of  St.  Angrelo's  castle  waited  on  his  holiness  to 
know  his  intention  upon  tfan  matter,  Sixtus  replied,  ^'  You 
certainly  do  not  either  know  your  proper  distance,  or  are 
Terj»  impertinent  What  have  you  to  do  with  pardons  and 
acts  of  grace^  and  releasing  of  prisoners?    Don't  you 
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tbiok  it  safficleDt,  that  oar  predecessor  has  suffered  th# 
judges  to  lie  idle  and  unemployed  these  thirteen  ye^rs } 
Would  you  have  us  likewise  s^aiu  our  pootihcate  with  thf 
same  neglect  of  justice?  We  have  too  loAg  seen,  with 
inexpressible  concern,  the  prodigious  degree  of  wickedness 
that  reigns  in  the  ecclesiastical  state,  to  think  of  granting 
any  pardon.  God  forbid  we  should  entertain  such  a  tla^ 
sign !  So  far  from  releasing  any  prisoners,  it  is  our  ea* 
press  command,  that  they  be  more  closely  confined.  Let 
them  be  brought  to  a  speedy  trial,  and  punished  as  they 
deserve,  that  the  prisons  may  be  emptied,  and  room  madf  . 
for  others ;  an,d  that  the  world  may  see,*  that  Divine  Pra|- 
vidence  has  called  us  to  the  chair  of  St.  Peter  to  reward 
the  good,  and  t6  chastise  the  wicked  ;  that  we  bear  not  the 
sword  in  vain,  but  are  the  minister  of  God,  and  a  revenger 
to  execute  wrath  upon  them  that  do  evil.** 

In  the  place  of  such  judges  as  were  inclined  to  lenity, 
he  substituted  others  of  a  more  austere  disposition,  and 
appointed  commissaries  to  examine  not  only  their  conduct, 
but  also  that  of  other  governors  and  judges  for  many  yeaqi 
past;  promising  rewards  to  those  who  could  convict  them 
of  corruption,  or  of  having  denied  justice  to  any  que  at  th^ 
iostance  or  request  of  men  in  power.     All  the  nobility,  an4 
persofis  of  the  highest  quality,  were  strictly  forbidden,  on 
pain  of  displeasure,  to  ask  the  judges  any  thii^g  in  beha^ 
f>f  their  nearest  friends  or  dependants;  at  the  same,  time 
the  judges  were  to  be  fined  in  case  they  listened  to  any 
solicitation.     He  further  commanded   every  body,    ^^  ofi 
pain  of  death,  not  to  terrify  witnesseaby  threats,  or  tempt 
them  by  hopes  or  promises.     He  ordered  the  syndics  anid 
mayors  of  every  town  and  signiory,  as  well  those  that  werfo 
actually  in  office,  as  those  who  had  been  for  the  last  ten 
years,  to  send  him  a  list  of  all  the  vagrants,  common  de- 
bauchees, loose  and  disorderly  people  in  their  district^, 
threatening  them  with  the  strappado  and  imprisonment,  if 
they  omitted  or  concealed  any  one.'*     In  consequence  of 
this  ordioance,  the  syndic  of  Albano,  leaving  his  nephew, 
who  was  an  incorrigible  libertine,  out  of  the  list,  under- 
went the  strappado  in  the  public  market-place,  though  the 
.Spanish  ambassador  interceded  strongly  for  him.     He  par 
ticularly  directed  the  legates  and  governors  of  the  eccle- 
siastical state  to  be  expeditious  in  carrying  on  all  criminal 
processes  ;  declaring,  **  he  had  rather  have  the  gibbets  and 
.gallies  full,  than  the  prisons.**     He  also  intended  to  hav^ 
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iand  was  pleasing  to  the  people,  as  often  as  his  holiness 
passed  by,  to  cry  out,  '^  Long  live  the  pope  :*'  but  Sixtus, 
having  a  mind  to  go  often  unexpectedly  to  the  tribunals  of 
justice,  convents,  and  other  public  places,  forbade  this 
custom  in  regard  to  himself;  and  punished  two  persons 
who  were  ignorant  of  this  edict,  with  imprisonment,  for  cry* 
sag  out,  <*  Long  live  pope  Sixtus."  Adultery  he  punished 
with  death :  nor  was  be  less  severe  to  those  who  volunuriiy 
permitted  a  prostitution  of  their  wives ;  a  custom  at  that 
time  very  common  in  Rome.    The  female  sex,  especially 

Se  younger  part,  attracted,  in  a  very  particular  manner, 
e  attention  of  Sixtus ;  not  only  the  debauching  of  any  of 
them,  whether  by  force  or  artifice,  but  even  the  attempt* 
ing  of  It,  or  oiFering  the  least  offence  against  modesty, 
was  very  severely  punished.     For  the  more  effectual  pre- 
Tention,  as  well  of  private  assassinations,  as  public  quar« 
rels,  be  forbade  all  persons,  on  pain  of  death,  to  draw  a 
sword,  or  to  carry  arms  specified  in  the  edict ;  nor  would 
he  be  prevailed  on  to  spare  any  who  transgressed  this  order: 
even  to  threaten  another  with  an  intended  injury  was  suffi- 
cient to  entitle  the  menacer  to  a  whipping  and  the  gallies; 
especially  if  the  nature  of  their  profession  fiirnished  the 
means  of  carrying  their  threats  into  execution.     The  ban- 
ditti, vrho  were  numerous  when  Sixtus  was  advanced  to 
the  papacy,  were  rendered  still  more  so  by  the  junction  of 
SBany  loose  and  disorderly  people ;  who,  conscious  of  their 
demerits,  and  terrified  at  the  severities  they  daily  saw 
practised,  had  fled  from  justice.     Their  insolence  increased 
with  their  numbers ;  insomuch,  that  no  one  could  live  in 
the  ecclesiastical  state  with  safety  to  his  person  or  fortune, 
nor  could  strangers  travel  without  imminent  danger  of 
being  robbed  or  murdered.     The  public  security  more 
especially  required  the  extirpation  of  these  plunderers, 
which,  by  the  prudence,  vigilance,  and  resolution  of  this 
pope,  was  effectually  performed  in  less  than  six  months. 
He  obliged  the  nobility  of  Rome,  and  the  country  round 
it,  to  an  exact  payment  of  their  debts.     He  abolished  all 
protections  and  other  immunities,  in  the  bouses  of  ambas- 
sadors, cardinals,  nobles,  or  prelates.     To  this  purpose, 
be  sent  for  all  the  ambassadors,  and  ordered  them  to  ac*« 
tjuaint  their  respective  masters,  <'  that  he  was  determined 
Miobody  should  reign  in  Rome  but  himself;    that  there 
should  be  oo  privilege  or  immunity  of  any  kind  there,  hot 
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^hat  belonged  to  the  pope ;  nor  any  sanctuary  or  asylam 
but  the  chnrcbesy  and  that  only  at  sQjch  times,  and  upon 
aoch  occasions,  as  he  should  think  proper.^' 

Thus  far  we  have  beheld  Sixtas  acting  in  his  civil  capa- 
city ;  and  if  we  take  a  view  of  bis  conduct  as  a  politician, 
in  his  transactions  with  foreign  powers,  we  find  him  main- 
taining  the  same  degree  of  firmness  as  in  his  treatment  of 
his  own  subjects.  Before  he  had  been  pope  two  montbs 
he  qoarrelled  with  PhiMp  II.  of  Spain,  Henry  III.  of 
France,  and  Henry  king  of  Navarre.  His  intrigues  in 
some  measure  may  be  said  to  have  influenced,  in  his  day, 
all  the  councils  of  Europe.  Sixtus  bad  caused  the  YuU 
gate  Latin  edition  of  the  Bible  to  be  published,  which  oc- 
casionefl  a  good  deal  of  clamour ;  buc  far  less  than  his 
printing  an  Italian  version  of  it,  which  excited  the  indig-> 
nation  of  all  the  Roman  Catholic  part  of  Christendom* 
Count  Olivares,  and  some  of  the  cardinals,  ventured  to 
expostulate  with  him  freely  upon  it;  and  said,  <^  It  was  a 
scandalous  as  well  as  a  dangerous  thing,  and  bordered  very 
nearly  upon  heresy."  But  be  treated  them  with  contempt, 
and  only  said,  **  We  do  it  for  the  benefit  of  you  that  do 
not  understand  Latin.**  Though  this  pope*s  behaviour  may 
not  command  universal  applause,  yet  it  is  certain  the  Ro- 
man  see  was  under  very  great  obligations  to  him.  His  im- 
partial, though  rigorous,  administration  of  justice,  bad  a 
very  happy  effect ;  he  strenuously  defended  the  rights  of 
the  poor,  the  widow,  and  the  orphan ;  he  refused  audience 
to  nobody,  ordering  his-masters  of  the  ceremonies  to  intro- 
duce the  poorest  to  him  first ;  but  was  more  particularly 
ready  to  hear  any  accusation  against  the  magistrates :  (he 
same  conduct  he  observed  between  the  clergy  and  their  su- 
periors, always  applying  quick  and  effectual,  though  mostly 
severe,  remedies.  In  short,  he  had  wrought  such  a  refer* 
mation,  that  the  governor  told  him  one  day,  the  place  of  a 
judge  was  now  become  a  perfect  sinecure.  At  his  acces- 
sion to  the  papacy,  he  found  the  apostolic  chamber,  or 
treasury,  not  only  exhausted,  but  in  debt :  he  left  it,  not 
only  clear,  but  enriched  it  with  five  millions  of  gold ;  he  also 
augmented  the  revenue  to  double  its  former  amount.  To 
him  the  city  of  Rome  was  obliged  for  several  of  its  great- 
est embellishments,  particularly  the  Vatican  library,  began 
by  Sixtus  IV.;  and  to  him  its  citizens  were  indebted  for 
the  introduction  of  trade  into  the  ecclesiastical  state.  Though 
be  was  uatUrally  an  enemy  to  profusion,  he  was  never  spaHng 
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HI  expeoce  to  relieve  such  as  were  really  MfCSisiloMf 
Aod,  among  many  other  noble  cbarities,  his  appropriauM 
^  of  three  thousand  crowns  a  year,  for  the  redemption  of 
Christiao  slaves  out  of  the  bands  of  the  infidels^  will  hardly 
be  reckoned  the  least  meritorious. 

In  respect  to  his  private  character,  it  appears,  from 
several  instances,  that  he  was,  as  well  iu  his  habit  as 
diet,  generally  temperate  and  frugal ;  that  h^  remem* 
bered,  and  greatly  ri^arded,  every  service  that  was  con- 
ferred upon  him  when  he  was  in  an  inferior  station.  Nor 
did  bis  elevation  make  him  unmindful  of  his  former  po- 
verty: his  sister  once  intimating,  that  it  was  unbecoming 
his  dignity  to  wear  patched  linen,  he  said  to  her,  ^'Though 
we  are  exalted,  through  the  Divine  Providence,  to  thiJB 
high  station,  we  ought  not  to  forget,  that  shreds  and 
patches  are  the  only  coat  of  arms  our  family  has  any  title 
to.^'  The  behaviour  of  Sixtus  to  bis  relations,  previous  ip 
his  exaltation,  has  been  already  noted  :  soon  after  his  ac- 
cession to  the  ponti6cate,  he  sent  for  his  family  to  Rome, 
vrith  express  orders,  that  they  should  appear  in  a  decent 
and  modest  manner.  Accordingly,  his  sister  Camilla,  ac- 
companied by  her  daughter  and  two  grandsons,  and  a 
Biece,  came  thither.  The  pope's  reception  of  them  was 
as  singular  as  any  other  part  of  his  conduct ;.  for  some  gf 
the  cardinals,  to  ingratiate  themselves  with  his  holiness, 
went  out  to  meet  her,  dressed  them  all  in  a  very  superb 
manner,  and  introduced  them  with  great  ceremony  to  the 
Vatican.  When  Sixtus  saw  Camilla,  he  pretended  not  to 
know  her,  and  asked  two  or  three  times  who  she  was ; 
upon  which  one  of  the  cardinals,  who  handed  her  in, 
said^  **  It  is  your  sister,  holy  father."  "  My  sister !"  re- 
plied Sixtus,  with  a  frown,  ^^  I  have  but  one  sister,  and 
she  is  a  poor  woman  at  Le  Grotte  :  if  you  have  introduced 
her  in  this  disguise,  I  declare  1  do  not  know  her;  and 
yet  I  think  I  should  know  her  again,  if  I  was  to  see  h^r 
in  such  clothes  as  she  used  to  wear."  Their  conductors 
then  thought  it  expedient  to  send  them  to  a  common  .ino, 
where  they  were  disrobed  of  their  finery.  When  this  w^ 
done,  Sixtus  sent  two  of  his  ordinary  coaches  for  them  ; 
and  being  introduced  a  second  time,  the  pope  embraced 
them  tenderly,  and  said  to  Camilla,  *^  Now  we  see  it  is 
our  sister  indeed  :  nobody  shall  make  a  princess  of  you 
but  ourselves.*'  The  terms  Sixtus  stipulated  with  his  sis- 
ter, as  the  conditions  of  her  advancement,  were,  ^^  not  to 
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Hik  any  favour  in  matten  of  gorernment,  or  make  tbe 
least  intercession  for  criminals,  or  otbervrise  interfere  in 
the  administration  of  justice;"  assuring  her  that  every  suit 
of  that  kind  would  nieet  with  a  refusal  not  less  mortifying* 
to  ber  than  painful  to  himself.  This  being  settled,  be  made, 
indeed,  a  princely  provision,  not  only  for  bis  sister,  who 
took  care  punctually  to  obey  his  orders,  but  also  for  all' 
tbe  fomily. 

The  pope's  severity  could  not  exempt  him  from  several 
poignant  satires,  though  we  have  only  one  instance 
wherein  be  thought  ihem  worth  his  resentment ;  aud  that 
related  to  bis  sister.  Pasquin  was  dressed  one  morning 
in  a  very  dirty  shirt;  and  being  asked  by  Marforio,  why 
be  wore  such  dirty  linen  ?  answered,  '^  He  could  get  no 
other,  for  tbe  pope  had  made  his  washer-woman  a  prin- 
cess ;**  meaning  Camilla,  who  had  formerly  been  a  laun- 
dress. The  pope  ordered  strict  search  to  be  made  for  tbe 
author,  and  promised  to  give  him  a  thousand  pistoles,  and 
bis  life,  provided  be  would  discover  himself;  but  threat- 
ened to  hang  him,  if  he  was  found  out  by  any  body  else. 
Tbe  author,  tbough  he  bad  trusted  no  person  with  the  se- 
cret, Mfas  so  tempted  with  tbe  offei;,  that  he  was  simple 
^oough  to  make  a  full  confession  of  it  to  tbe  pope ;  de- 
manding the  money,  and  to  have  his  life  spared.  Sixtus 
was  so  astonished  at  bis  folly  and  impudence,  that  he 
could  not  speak  for  some  time ;  and  at  last  said,  *^  It  is  true 
we  did  make  such  a  promise,  and  we  sball  not  be  worse  than 
our  word  ;  we  give  you  your  life,  and  you  sball  have  the 
pioney  immediately  ;  but  we  reserved  to  ourselves  tbe  power 
of  cutting  off  your  hands,  and  boring  your  tongue  through 
to  prevent  your  being  so  witty  for  tbe  future  :*'  which  wn^ 
directly  executed,  Sixtus  declaring,  that  be  did  not  deserve 
the  punishment  so  much  for  the  pasquinade,  as  for  being  so 
audacious  to  avew  it. 

This  extraordinary  man,  who  was  an  encourap:er  of  arts  as 
well  as  arms,  died,  not  without  a  suspicion  of  being  poisoned 
by  tbe  Spaniards,  Aug,  27,  1590,  having  enjoyed  tbe  pa- 
pacy little  more  than  five  years.  ^ 

SKELTON  (John),  an  old  English  poet,  descended 
from  an  ancient  family  in  Cumberland,  was  born  towards 
the  latter  part  of  the  fifteenth  century,  and  appears  to  have 

1  Ufe  by  OiTgorio  Leti,  traR«Ut«d  f>y  Farneworth,  folio,  1754,  and  mh\e\ 
tbe  IraiitUior,  with  justice,  calls  ooe  of  Ibc  most  remarkable  and  eDlertainiof; 
l|?et  ID  ancient  or  modern  hiitory. 
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itudied  in  both  oniversities.  Wood  cUtms  him  for  Ozfont, 
altbough  without  conceiving  that  he  was  a  very  honourable 
addition  to  bis  list  of  worthies.  The  late  Mr.  Cole,  in  his 
collections  for  the  Atbenie  CanUbrigienses,  is  of  opinion, 
that  be  belongs  to  Cambridge,  partly  because  he  alludes 
to  his  being  curate  of  Trompiugton  in  1507,  and  mentions 
Swaffam  and  Sobam,  two  towns  io  Cambridgeshire,  and 
partly  because  there  occurs  the  name  of  one  Skelton,  M.  A. 
of  Cambridge,  in  the  year  1484.  On  the  other  batid. 
Wood  reckons  him  of  Oxford,  from  the  authority  of  Bale 
in  a  manuscri|n  in  the  Bodleian  library  :  and  in  the  pre* 
&ce  of  Caxton's  Translation  of  the  £neids  he  is  said  to 
have  been  "  lately  created  Poet  Laureate  in  the  Unyversitc 
ef  Oxenforde,"  and  to  have  been  the  translator  of  some  of 
the  Latin  classics. 

This  laureatship,  however,  it  must  be  observed,  was 
not  the  office  now  known  as  pertaining  to  the  court,  but 
was  a  degree  conferred  at  the  university.  Churchyard^  in 
the  poem  prefixed  to  Skelton^s  works,  says, 

*'  Skelton  wore  lawrell  wreath. 
And  past  in  schoels  ye  knee.'* 

This  honour  appears  to  have  been  conferred  on  bim  about 
1489,  and  if  our  author  was  the  Schelton  discovered  by  Mr. 
Cote,  he  had  now  left  Cambridge  for  Oxford ;  but  Mr.  Ma- 
lone  says  that,  a  few  years  after  this,  he  was  permitted  to 
wear  the  laurel  publicly  at  Cambridge,  and  had  been  pre- 
viously honoured  by  Henry  VIL  with  a  grant  to  wear  either 
some  peculiar  dress,  or  some  additional  ornament  in  bis 
ordinary  apparel.  In  addition  to  this,  it  may  be  inferred 
from  the  titles  of  some  of  his  works,  that  he  was  poet  lau- 
reate to  king  Henry  VIII.  ;  but  Mr.  Malonehas  not  been 
able  to  discover  whether  he  received  any  salary  in  conse- 
quence of  this  office.  The  origin  of  the  royal  laureat  is 
somewhat  obscure.  According  to  Mr.  Warton,  be  was  only 
a  graduated  rhetorician  employed  in  the  service  of  the  king, 
and  all  bis  productions  were  in  Latin,  until  the  time  of  the 
reformation,  which,  among  other  advantages,  opened  the 
w(iy  to  the  cultivation  of  the  English  tongue. 

In  the  page  where  Skelton  mentions  his  being  curate  of 
Trompington,  be  informs  us  that  be  was  at  the  same  time 
(1507)  rector  of  Diss  in  Norfolk,  and  probably  bad  held 
this  living  long  before*.     Tradition  informs  us,  that  his 

*  From  a  coratnanication  obligingly  by  Henry  Ellit.  eiq.  of  the  Britbh  M«- 
trsBfcribed  from  bbkpp  Kennct't  MSB     §eum,  we  team  tbat  «<  April  14,  1498, 
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frequent  bafboneries  in  the  pulpit  excited  general  censure. 
Of  what  nature  thoae  buffooneries  were,  we  cannot  uovr 
delenniney  but  it  is  certain  that  at  a  much  later  period  the 
pujpit  was  frequently  debased  by  irreverent  allusions  and 
personal  scurrilities.  There  appear  to  have  been  three 
subjects  at  which  Skelton  delighted  to  aim  his  satire ;  thes# 
were,  the  mendicant  friars,  Lilly  the  grammarian,  and  car« 
dinal  Wolsey.  From  what  we  find  in  his  works,  bis  treat- 
ment of  these  subjects  was  coarse  enough  in  style,  and  per- 
haps illiberal  in  sentiment;  and  there  is  some  reason  to  think 
that  be  did  not  preserve  a  due  reverence  for  the  forms  and 
pomp  of  the  established  religion,  which  above  all  other 
faults  would  naturally  tend  to  bring  him  into  disgrace  and 
danger.  Those  who  felt  his  satire  would  be  glad  to  excite 
a  clamour  against  his  impiety ;  and  it  must  be  allowed  that 
the  vices  of  his  age  Bje  frequently  represented  in  such  in- 
delicate language,  as  to  furnish  his  enemies  with  the  verj 
plausible- reproach,  that  be  was  not  one  of  those  reformers 
who  begin  with  themselves* 

But  although  we  can  now  have  very  little  sympathy  with 
the  injured  feelings  of  the  begging  friars,  it  is  not  improba- 
ble that  some  of  his  poems  or  ballads  might  very  justly 
rouse  the  vigilance  of  bis  diocesan,  the  bishop  of  Norwic^, 
who,  Mr.  Warton  thinks,  suspended  him  from  his  func-^ 
tions.  Anthony  Wood  asserts,  that  he  was  punished  by  the 
bishop  for  "  having  been  guilty  of  certain  crimes^  as  most 
poets  are.^  According  to  Fuller,  the  crime  of  "  most  poets*^ 
in  Skelton^s  case,  was  his  keeping  of  a  concubine,  which 
yet  was  at  that  time  a  less  crime  in  a  clergyman  than  mar- 
riage. Skelton,  on  his  death- bed,  declared  that  he  cou- 
scientiously  considered  his  concubine  as  his  wife,  but  was 
afraid  to  own  her  in  that  light ;  and  from  this  confession,  and 
the  occasional  liberties  he  has  taken  with  his  pen,  in  lashing 
the  vices  of  the  clergy,  it^is  not  improbable  that  he  had 
imbibed  some  of  the  principles  of  the  reformation,  but  bad 
not  the  courage  to  avow  them,  unless  under  the  mask  of 
such  isatire  as  might  pass  without  judicial  censure. 

With  respect,  however,  to  Wolsey,  his  prudence  ap- 

John  Skdton  was  ordftined  deacon  by  Henrici  VII.  ao  regioram  liberonim.^ 

Hmmmji,  bifhop  of  London  ;  and  priest  — See  Epitt.  Tbo.  Mori  et  Erasmi  Rot. 

Jqm  9U)  following.     His  being  tutor.  1518,  4to,  p.  294. 

Of  preceplor  to  prince  Henry,  after-  In  1512  Skelton  wat  preteoted  by 

vardf  Heary  VlTf.  vhicb  f«  mentioned  Richard,  abbot  of  Glastoabury,  to  tha 

bereaftv,  appears  by  an  Ode  of  Bfat-  vicarage  of  Daltyng. 


'  dc  latMiboi  Brltannis  regisquo 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


4«  S  K  E  L  TO  PJ. 

4iears  to  hare  deserted  himy  as  be  felt  bold  enough  to  stt^i 
matize  the  personal  cbaracter  of  that  statesman,  then  iiii 
the  plenitade  of  his  power.  Whether  such  attacks  wer« 
made  in  any  small  poems  or  ballads,  or  only  in  his  poem  of 
'"  Why  come  ye  not  to  Cdurt  ?"  is  not  certain,  but  the  lat- 
ter does  not  appear  to  have  been  printed  until  1555,  and 
.was  too  long  to  have  been  easily  circulated  in  manuscript. 
.Wolsey,  however,  by  some  means  or  other,  discovered  the 
abuse  and  the  author,  and  ordered  him  to  be  apprehended. 
Skelton  took  refuge  in  the  sanctuary  ofWestminster-^abbey^ 
where  the  abbot,  Islip,  afforded  him  protection  until  his 
death,  which  took  place  June  21,  1529,  not  long  before 
the  downfall  of  his  illustrious  persecutor.  He  was  interred 
in  St.  Margaret's  church-yard,  with  the  inscription, 
*'  I.  Scdtonus  Vates  Pierius  hie  situs  est.*'    . 

Skelton  appears  to  have  been  a  more  considerable  per- 
sonage, at  one  time  at  least,  than  his  contemporaries  would 
have  us  to  believe.  It  is  certain  that  he  was  esteemed  a 
scholar,  and  that  his  classical  learning  recommended  him 
to  the  office  of  tutor  to  prince  Henry,  afterwards  king 
Henry  VIIL,  who,  at  his  accession,  made  him  royal  ora- 
tor, an  office  so  called  by  himself,  the  nature  of  which  is 
'doubtful,  unless  it  was  blended  with  that  of  laureat.  As  to 
bis  general  reputation,  Erasmus,  in  a  letter  to  Henry  YIII. 
styles  him  ^^Britannicarum  literarum  decus  et  lumen,*'  a 
character  which  must  have  either  been  inferred  from  com- 
mon opinion,  or  derived  from  personal  knowledge.  What-* 
ever  provocation  he  gave  to  the  clergy,  he  was  not  without 
patrons  who  overlooked  his  errors  and  extravagancies  for 
the  sake  of  his  genius,  and  during  the  reign  of  Henry  VII. 
be  had  the  enviable  distinction  of  being  almost  the  only  pro-, 
fessed  poet  of  the  age.  Henry  Algernon  Percy,  fifth  earl 
of  Northumberland,  one  of  the  very  few  patrons  of  learned 
men  and  artists  at  that  time,  appears  to  have  entertained  a 
high  regard  for  our  author.  In  a  collection  of  poems  mag- 
nificently engrossed  on  vellum  for  the  use  of  this  nobleman, 
is  an  elegy  on  the  death  of  the  earPs  father,  written  hf 
Skelton.  This  volume  is  now  in  the  British  Museum,  but 
the  elegy  may  be  seen  in  Skeltou's  works,  and  in  Dn  Per- 
cy's Relics. 

When  a  favourite  author  betrays  grossnessand  indecency, 
it  is  usual  to  inquire  how  much  of  this  is  his  own,  and  how 
much  may  be  referred  to  the  licentiousness  of  his  age^ 
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Wanon  observes,  that  it  is  in  vain  to  apologize  for  thd 
coarseoess,  obscenity,  and  scnrrility  of  Skeltou,  by  saying, 
that  bis  poetry  is  tinctured  with  the  manneni  of  bis  age, 
and  adds,  that  Skehon  would  have  been  a  writer  without 
decortim  at  any  period.  This  decision,  however,  is  not 
more  justly  passed  on  Skehon  than  it  ought  to  be  on  others, 
whom  it  has  been  the  fashion  to  vindicate  by  an  appeal  to 
the  manners  of  their  age.  The  manners  of  no  age  can 
apologize  for  the  licentiousness  of  the  writer-who  descends 
to  copy  them.  There  are  always  enough  in  an  age  that 
has  a  court,  a  clergy,  and  a  people,  to  support  the  dignity  " 
of  virtue,  and  to  assert  the  respect  due  to  public  decency. 
If  we  knew  more  minutely  of  the  manners  of  our  country 
in  these  remote  periods,  it  would  probably  be  found  that 
licentiousness  has,  upon  the  whole,  been  more  discouraged 
than  patronized  by  the  public  voice. 

Although  it  is  impossible  to  lessen  the  censure  which 
Skehon  incurred  among  his  contemporaries,  and  immediate 
successors,  it  is  but  fair  to  say  that  his  indelicacies  are  of 
bo  very  seductive  kind,  that  they  are  obscured  by  cant 
words  and  phrases  no  longer  intelligible,  or  intelligible  but 
10  fe«v,  and  that  the  removal  of  them  is  a  matter  of  less 
trouble  and  less  injury  to  an  edition  of  his  works  than  his 
biographers,  who  have  copied  one  another,  would  insinuaie. 
As  to  his  poetry,  Mr.  Warton's  character  may  in  general 
be  followed  with  safety,  and  ought  to  be  preserved  with 
the  respect  due  to  so  excellent  a  critic. 

'^  Skelton^s  characteristic  vein  of  humour  is  capricious 
and  grotesque.  If  his  whimsical  extravagancies  ever  move 
bur  laughter^  at  the  same  time  they  shock  our  sensibility. 
His  festive  levities  are  not  only  vulgar  and  indelicate,  but 
frequently  want  truth  and  propriety.  His  subjects  are  often 
^  ridiculous  as  his  metres :  but  he  sometimes  debases  his 
inatter  by  his  versification.  On  the  whole,  his  genius  seems 
better  suited  to  low  burlesque,  than  to  liberal  and  manly 
satire.  It  is  supposed  by  Caxton,  that  he  improved  our 
language ;  but  he  sometimes  affects  obscurity,  and  some- 
times adopts  the  most  familiar  phraseology  of  the  common 
people."  After  quoting  some  lines  from  the  '*  Boke  of 
Colin  Cloute,"  Mr.  Warton  remarks,  that  these  are  in  the 
l)est  manner  of  his  petty  measure,  which  is  made  still  more 
disgusting  by  the  repetition  of  the  rhymes,  but  allows  that 
In  the  poem  called  **  The  Bouge  of  Court,"  or  the  Rewards 
X)f  aCourty  the  author,  by  "  ^idopting  the  more  grave  and 
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stately  moyement  of  the  seven-lined  stanza,  bits  shewn  him* 
self  not  always  incapable  of  exhibiting  allegorical  imagery 
with  spirit  and  dignity.*' 

Skelton,  however,  is  very  unequal,  although  his  natural 
bias,  and  what  he  seems  most  anxious  to  revert  to,  is  comic 
buffoonery.  That  the  author  of  the  *<  Prayers  to  the  Tri-> 
pity,"  and  the  lines  on  the  death  of  Lord  Percie,  could 
have  written  the  ^'  Tunning  of  Elinour  Humming,'*  is  al- 
most incredible.  His  multiplied  repetition  of  rhymes,  ar« 
bitrary  abbreviations  of  the  verse,  cant  expressions,  hard 
and  sounding  words  newly  coined,  and  patches  of  Latin 
and  French,  Warton  supposes  to  be  peculiar,  though  not 
exclusively  to  our  author ;  but  his  new-coined  words,  and 
Latin  and  French  phrases,  occur  so  often,  that  other critica 
ippear  to  have  been  too  hasty  in  asserting  that  he  wrote 
only  for  the  mob.  There  is  occasionally  much  sound  sense, 
and,  it  is  to  be  feared,  much  just  satire  on  the  conduct  of 
the  clergy,  which  we  know  was  such  as  to  justify  the  plan* 
der  of  the  church  by  Henry  YIIL  in  the  eyes  of  the  people 
at  large.  As  a  poet,  however,  Skelton  contributed  very 
little  to  the  improvement  of  the  poetical  style,  and  seems 
more  disposed  tov  render  versification  ridiculous.  Hi^ 
vein  of  humour  is  often  copious  and  original,  and  had  it 
been  directed  to  subjects  of  legitimate  satire,  and  regulated 
b^  some  degree  of  taste,   more  credit  would  have  been 

S^iven  to  what  he  insinuates,  that  he  was  disliked  and  reviled 
or  having  honestly,  though  bluntly,  exposed  the  reigning 
follies  of  his  day.  Mrs.  Cooper  calls  him,  with  some  degree 
of  truth,  ^<  the  restorer  of  invention  in  English  poetry;*'  and 
by  Bradshaw,  a  very  indifferent  poet  of  the  fifteenth  cen- 
tury, he  is  complimented  as  the  inventive  Skelton. 

His  works  have  hitherto  been  ushered  into  the  world 
without  much  care.  It  yet  remains  to  explain  his  obscuri- 
ties, translate  bis  vulgarisms,  and  point  his  verses.  The 
task  would  require  much  time  find  labour,  with  perhaps  no 
very  inviting  prospect  of  recompense.  Besides  the  works 
published  in  the  late  edition  of  the  English  poets,  Mr.  Kit- 
son  has  given  a  list  of  pieces,  the  most  of  which  are  easily 
accessible,  and  would  have  been  added  to  the  late  collec- 
tion, had  they  appeared  to  throw  any  important  light  on 
the  character  of  the  author,  or  of  his  age.  But  Mr.  Ritsou 
thinks  it  utterly  incredible  that  the  **  Nigramansii,'*  de« 
scribed  by  Warton,  as  printed  by  Wynkin  de  Worde  i^ 
J  504,  ever  existed.' 

^  Rnglifh  Ppeti^  IS  10,  SI  Toli.  Sto. 
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SKELTON  (Philip),  a  worthy  and  learned  clergyman 
of  Ireland,  and  author  of  some  valuable  works  on  divinity, 
was  born  in  the  f>arisb  of  Derriaghly,  near  Lisburn,  Feb. 
1707.  His  family  was  originally  English;  bis  grandfather, 
an  engineer,  having  been  sent  over  by  Charles  1.  to  inspect 
the  Irish  fortifications,  settled  in  that  conntry,  and  suffered 
many  hardships  in  Cromweirs  time.  His  father,  Richard 
Skelton,  ap|>6atfl  to  have  been^  in  the  reign  of  William  IIL 
a  gnnsmith,  and  afterwards  a  farmer  and  a  tanner.  He 
was  a  man  of  great  sense,  a  strict  observer  of  religpon,  and 
a  eareful  instmctor  of  his  children.  He  died  in  his  fiftieth' 
year,  leaving  a  widow  and  ten  children.  Philip,  when 
about  ten  years  of  age,  was  sent  to  Lisbum  school,  where 
being  at  first  negligent,  his  father  cured  him  by  sending 
bim  into  the  fields  and  treating  him  as  a  menial.  After  this 
be  applied  with  diligence,  and  soon  displayed  an  ardent^ 
desire  for  learning.  On  the  death  of  his  father,  which 
happened  when  he  was  at  school,  his  mother  had  many 
difficokies  in  bringing  up  her  numerous  family,  and  he  b^* 
gan  to  think  it  his  duty  to  relieve  her  Arom  the  ezpence  of 
one,  at  least,  by  a  still  more  close  application  to  his  stn« 
dies.  From  school,  he  entered  as  a  sizer  in  the  university 
of  Dublin,  in  June  1724,  where  Dr.  Delany  was  bis  tutor, 
and  ever  after  bis  friend. 

Here  he  soon  obtained  the  reputation  of  a  scholar,  and 
also  distinguished  himself  by  bis  skill  in  fencing,  cudgelling, 
and  other  manly  feats,  as  well  as  in  some  college  frolics 
from  which  he  did  not  always  escape  uncensured.  His 
temper  was  «^arm,  and  he  enteruined  that  irritable  sense 
of  honour  which  frequently  involved  him  in  quanreb.  On 
one  occasion  he  had  a  quarrel  with  a  fellow-studeoi,  who 
happened  to  be  connected  with  Dr.  Baldwin,  the  provost, 
and  who  insinuated  that  Skelton  was  a  Jacobite,  an  accusa- 
tion which  be  repelled  by  the  most  solemn  declaration  of 
bis  adherence  to  the  Hanover  family.  Baldwin,  however, 
was  prejudiced  against  him,  and  endeavoured  to  keep  him 
ant  of  a  scholarship,  but,  mistaking  biro  for  another  of  the 
same  name,  his  malice  was  disappointed,  and  Skelton  re- 
aeived  this  reward  of  merit  in  1726.  Baldwin,  however,  on 
ether  occasions  did  eveiy  thing  in  his  power  to  make  a  col- 
lege Ufe  uneasy  to  him ;  and  Skelton,  finding  it  impossible 
to  gain  his  favoor  withont  dkgraceftil  complmnces,  resolv- 
ed to  take  his  degree  at  the  statutable  period,  and  quit  tli# 
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college.     This,  however,  his  enemy  still  endeavoured  tp 
prevent,  and,  on  aome  idle  pretence,  stopped  ,hU  degree. 

Skelton's  only  remedy  was  now  to  wait  patiently  till  the 
^ext  commencement,  which  would  take  place  in  about  half 
8  year.  As  the  time  approached,  be  contrived  ta  foil  tbe 
provost  at  bis  own  weapons,  and  knowing  his  lypannical  and 
capricioas  temper,  played  him  a  trick,  which-  his  biographer 
relates  in  the  following  maimer.  A  few  days  before  the 
commencement,  be  waited  on  the  provost,  ^*  and  after  pay-- 
ing  his-  humbte  submission,  said,  *  Mr.  Provost,  I  am  ex* 
tfemely  obliged  to  you  for  stopping  me  of  my  degree  last 
time,  because  it  was  what  I  wished  for  above  all  things,  and 
I  be<!^  and  beseech  you  may  also  stop  me  now,  as  my  friends 
are  forcing  me  to  uke  it,  and  quit  the  college,  contrary  to 
my  desire.*  ^Ab,  you  dog,*  be  replied,  *what  do  you 
mean  ?  do  you  wish  to  stay  here  contrary  to  your  friends' 
consent  ?  Take  your  degree,  sirrah,  and  quit  the  college, 
or  I  Ml  make  you  smart  for  it.*  Skelton  then  began  to  cry, 
and  whine,  and  sob,  saying  how  greatly  distressed  he  was 
at  getting  thi»  unfiivourable  answer.  *  Don*t  be  growling 
hefie,  sir/  be  said,  ^  but  go  about  your  business,  I  Ul  not 
agree  to  your  request,  you  shall  take  your  degree  in  spite 
of  you,  sirrah.*  Upon  this  Skelton,  with  sorrowful  coan« 
tenance,  though  with  joy  at  his  heart,  walked  grumblingly 
out  of  the  room.*'  Tbe  oonseqjuence  of  this  was,  that  be 
commenced  B.  A.  in  July  1728,  and  bad  his  name  taken 
out  of  the  college  books.  May  31st  following,  two  years 
before  the  natural  expiration  of  his  scholarship.  Notwitb- 
standing  this  treatment,  he  always  spoke  of  Dr«  Baldwin  as 
in  many  respects  an  excellent  provost. 

Soon  after  leaving  college,  he  resided  with  his  brother 
John,  a  clergyman,  and  schoolmaster  of  Duodalk,  and 
took  on  himself  the  ma^iagement  of  the  school,  which  by 
bis  efforts  rose  to  high  reputation.  He  had  been  here  but 
a  short  time,  when  be  obtained  a  nomination  to  the  curacy 
of  Newtown -Butler,  in  the  county  of  Fermanagh,  from  Dr. 
Madden  (see  Madden),  and  was  ordained  deacon  for  this 
*cure  by  Dr.  Sterne,  bishop  of  Clogber,  about  1729.  He 
was  afterwards  ordained  priest  by  the  same  bisbop,  and 
used  to  relate  that  he  and  the  other  candidates  were  exa* 
mined  by  Dr.  Sterue  find  his  assistant  for  a  whole  week  in 
Latin,  aqd  that  they  were  aot  allowed,  during  the  whole  o£ 
this  trial,  to  speak  a  word  of  Eoglisb.  , 

Duringhis  holding  this  curacy  be  resided  in  Dr.  Madd^*a 
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bbasey  ealldd  Manor-waterboilte^  about  tbree  miles  from 
Newtown-Batler^  as  private  tutor ;  and  bad  tbree  or  four 
boys  to  insufuct  in  English  and  the  rudiments  of  the  Latin 
and  Greek  langiiages.  This  left  bim  little  time  for  the 
composition  of  hi^  sermons,  a.Dd  sucb  as  be  wroie  at  this 
time,  be  afterwards  very  much  disliked  Here,  however, 
be  exhibited  that  active  benevolence  which  always  formed 
a  striking  feature  in  his  character,  and  although  the. salary 
derived  both  from  his  curacy  and  his  teaching  was  very 
small,  he  gave  at  least  the  half  away  in  charitable  purposes. 
Here  likewise  it  would  appear  that  he  wrote  bis  first  publi* 
cation,  an  anonymous  pamphlet,  printed  at  Dublin^  re<» 
commending  Dr.  Madden*s  scheme  for  establishing  premiums 
in  Trinity  college ;  but  Madden^  althotigh  he  admired  this 
pamphlet,  and  solicited  the  publisher  for  the  name  of  its 
author,  never  made  the  discovery  :  Skelton  judging  it  foe 
his  advantage  to  keep  the  secret.  In  the  mean  time^  hia 
situation  being  rendered  extremely  irksome  by  the  vulgar 
mtnd  and  parsimonious  disposition  of  Mrs.  Madden^  be,  re* 
signed  both  the  curacy  and  his  tutorship  in  about  twe 
years. 

On  leaving  Dr.  Madden^  he  repaired  to  his  brother's^  in 
Dundalk,  until,  in  1732,  he  was  nominated  to  the  curacy 
of  Monaghan,  in  the  diocese  of  Clogber,  by  the  hon«  and 
rev.  Francis  Hamilton,  the  rector.  This  situation  was  for 
some  years  permanent,  and  afforded  him  lebure  to  pursue 
h\&  favourite  study  of  divinity,  and  to  execute  the  duties  of 
a  parish  priest.  **  His  inclinations,**  says  hb  biographer^ 
*^  were  all  spiritual,  and  he  only  desired  an  opportunity  of 
being  more  extensively  useful :  for  long  before,  be  bad  fixed 
bis  thoughts  on  the  rewards  of  a  better  world  than  the  pre* 
sent"  His  life  was  accordingly  most  exemplary,  and  hb 
preaching  efficacious.  It  was  said  that  the  very  cbildrea 
of  Monaghan,  whom  he  carefully  instructed,  knew  mora 
of  religion  at  that  time,  than  the  grown  people  of  any  of 
the  neighbouring  parishes,  and  the  manners  of  his  flock 
wel'e  soon  greatly  improved,  and  vice  and  ignorance  re- 
treated before  so  powerful  an  opponent.  His  charities  were 
extraordinary^  for  all  he  derived  from  his  curacy  was  40L 
of  which  he  gave  10/.  a  year  to  hb  mother,  and  for  some 
years  a  like  sum  lo  his  tutor.  Dr.  Delaoy,  to  pay  some 
debu  he  had  contracted  at  college.  The  rest  were  for  bis 
maintenance  and  hb  charities,  and  when  the  pittance  he 
could  give  was  insufficient  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  be 

s  a 
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solicited  the  nid  of  people  of  fortune^  who  usually  oontri-^ 
buted  according  to  hi»  cleitire,  afid  could  not  indeed  refuse 
a  man  who  6rst  gave  bis  own  before  he  would  ask  any  of 
theirs.  His  visits  to  the  jails  were  also  attended  with  the 
happiest  effects.  On  one  remarkable  occasion,  when  a 
convict  at  Monaghan,  of  whose  innocence  he  was  well  as* 
sured,  was  condemned  to  be  hanged  within  five  days,  he 
set  off  for  Dublin,  and  on  bis  arrival  was  admitted  to  the 
privy  council,  which  then  was  sitting.  Here  he  pleaded 
for  the  poor  man  with  such  eloquence,  as  to  obtain  his 
pardon,  and  returned  with  it  to  Monaghan  in  time  to  save 
his  life.  In  order  to  l>e  of  the  more  use  to  his  poor  pa* 
rishioners,  be  studied  physic,  and  was  very  successful  in 
bis  gratuitous  practice,  as  well  as  by  his  spiritual  advice, 
and  was  the  means  of  removing  many  pr^udices  and  su« 
perstitions  which  he  found  very  deeply  rooted  ia  their 
minds. 

Mr.  Skelton  set  out  in  his  ministry  in  the  character  of 
an  avowed  champion  of  the  orthodox  faith.  Deriving  his 
religious  principles  from  the  pure  source  of  information, 
the  holy  Scriptures  themselves,  he  conld  find  in  these  no 
real  ground  for  modem  refinements.  Consequently  he  de- 
clared open  war  against  all  Arians,  Socinians,  kc.  and 
published  several  anonymous  pieces  against  them.  In 
173^,  he  published  ^<  A  Vindication  of  the  Right  Rev.  the 
Lord  Bishop  of  Winchester,**  an  ironical  attack  on  Hoadly*s 
*^  Plain  account  of  the  nature  and  end  of  the  Lord*s  Sup- 
per.** When  bishop  Sterne  read  it,  he  sent  for  Skelton, 
and  asked  if  be  had  written  it  ?  Skelton  gave  him  an  eva* 
•ive  answer.  **  Well,  well,'*  said  the  bishop,**  **  •tis  a  cle- 
ver thing — ^you  are  a  young  man  of  no  fortune  ;  take  these 
ten  guineas,  you  may  want  them."  "  I  took  the  money,** 
Skelton  told  his  biographer,  <<  and  said  nothing,  for  I  was 
then  a  poor  curate.*' 

He  published  the  same  year,  **  Some  proposals  for  the 
revival  of  Christianity,**  another  piece  of  irony  against  the 
enemies  of  the  church,  which  was  imputed  to  Swift,  who, 
as  usual,  neither  aflirmed  nor  denied  ;  but  only  observed, 
that  the  author  ^<  had  not  continued  the  irony  to  the  end.** 
In  1737,  he  published  a  ^  Dissertation  on  the  constt^tion 
and  effects  of  a  Petty  Jury."  In  this,  among  other  things, 
4ie  Seems  toobje<5t  to  loclung  up  a  jury  without  food,  until 
they  agree  upon  their  opinion.  The  attorney  general 
called  at  his  bookseller's,  who  refused  to  give  up  the  name 
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ef  the  avlbor.  <<  Well,"  i»ld  the  altorney  gM^ral,  <'  glvt 
niy  cxMDpiimeoU  to  the  a^ibor,  Bad  inlbroi  hion  frov)  a% 
that  I  do  not  tbrnk  there  is  virtue  euougb  in  the  people 
of  this  coentry  ever  lo  pot  hit  Khene  into  practice*" 

His  fame,  bowoTor,  both  as  a  preacher  and  wiiler,  hia 
extiraordinary  care  as  an  instructor  of  a  parish^  and  his 
wonderfal  acts  of  charity  and  goodness,  began,  about  1737, 
to  be  the  subject  of  conrenation,  not  only  in  the  diocese 
of  Clogher,  and  other  parte  of  the  North,  bat  also  in  the 
metropolis ;  but  still  no  notice  was  taken  of  him  in  the 
way  of  preCermeat  Dr.  Sterne,  the  bishop  of  Clogheif 
usually  sent  for  him,  after  be  had  bestowed  a  good  p^er- 
Bient  upon  another,  and  gave  him,  ^^  by  way  ef  a  sop^** 
^n  guineas,  which  Mr.  Skelton  frequently  presented  to 
a  Mr.  Arbttthnot,  a  poor  cast-off  curate,  who  was  enable 
to  serve  through  age  and  infirmity.  At  length  Dr.  Dekay, 
who  had  been  his  tutor  at  college,  perceiving  him  thus  neg« 
lecied,  procured  for  him  an  appointment  to  the  curacy 
of  St.  Werburgh*s  in  Dublin.  This  would  have  been 
highly  acceptable  to  Mr.  Skelton,  and  Dr.  Deiany  would 
have  been  much  gratified  to  place  such  a  man  in  a  sitoa* 
tion  where  bis  merite  were  likely  to  be  duly  appreciated : 
it  is  painful  to  relate  in  what  manner  both  were  disap^ 
pointed.  When  he  was  on  the  point  of  leaving  the 
diocese  of  Clogher,  bishop  Sterne  perceiving  that  it  wooM 
be  to  his  discredit  if  a  person  of  such  abilities  should  le^ve 
hia  diocese  for  want  of  due  encouragement,  sent  a  clergy* 
inan  to  inform  him,  '*  that  if  he  staid  in  his  dio^aese  he 
would  give  him  the  first  living  that  should  &1I."  Ilelying 
on  this,  he  wrote  to  Dr.  Deiany,  and  the  curacy  of  St. 
Werburgh's  was  otherwise  disposed  of.  The  first  living 
that  fell  vacant  was  Monaghan,  where  he  bad  so  loug  of- 
ficiated, which  the  bishop  immediately  gave  to.  hia  nephew 
Mr.  Hawkshaw,  a  young  gentleman  that  had  lately  eetefed 
into  orders !  It  would  even  appear  that  he  had  made  his 
promise  with  a  determination  to  break  it,  for  when  he  be* 
stowed  the  preferment  on  his  nephew,  be  is  reported  to 
have  said,  **  I  give  you  now  a  living  worth  300/.  a  year, 
and  have  kept  the  best  curate  in  the  diocese  for  you,  who 
was  going  to  leave  it :  be  sore  take  his  advice,  and  follow 
his  directions,  for  be  is  a  man  of  worth  and  sense."  But 
Skelton,  with  all  his  '*  worth  and  sense,"  was  not  superior 
'  to  the  infirmities  of  his  nature*  He  felt  this'  treacherous 
indignity  very  acutely,  and   never  attended  a  visitation 
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ddfing  the  remainder  of  the  bishop's  life,  which  continiied 
for  a  series  of  years ;  nor  did  the  bishop  ever  ask  for  him,^ 
or  express  ^ny  surprize  at  his  absence.  Under  Mr.  Hawk- 
shaw,  however,  he  lived  not  unhappily.  Mr.  Hawkshaw 
submitted  to  his  instructions,  and  followed  his  example,  and 
there  was  often  an  amicable  contest  in  the  performance  of 
their  acts  of  duty  and  charity. 

In  1741,  he  resumed  his  useful  publications,  ^<  The  Ne- 
cessity of  Tillage  and  Granaries,  in  a  letter  to  a  member 
of  pariiament,*'  and  a  paper  published  in  the  Philosophical 
Transsctions,  entitled  *^  A  curious  production  of  Nature,'* 
giving  an  account  of  a  species  of  caterpillar  which  appeared 
on  the  trees  at  Monaghan.  In  1742  he  accepted  the  office 
of  tutor  to  the  late  earl  of  Cbarlemout ;  but,  owing  to  a 
difference  with  his  lordship's  guardian,  soon  resigned  this 
charge;  and  returned  to  his  curacy.  He  had,  however,  a 
very  high  opinion  of  lord  Cbariemont,  and,  in  1743,  dedi- 
cated to  him  his  ^  Trdth  in  a  Mask,"  a  pamphlet  in  which 
be  professes  to  ^^  give  religious  truth  such  a  dress  and  mask 
as  may  perhaps  procure  it  admittance  to  a  conference  with 
some  of  its  opposers  and  contemners :"  his  biographer,  how* 
ever,  does  not  think  he  has  been  very  successful  in  this 
attempt. 

After  he  returned  to  his  curacy,  be  was  offered  a  school 
worth  500L  a  year,  arising  from  the  benefit  of  the  scholarsj^ 
but  refused  it  as  interfering  with  the  plan  of  literary  im- 
provement and  labour  which  be  had  marked  out  for  him- 
self; and  when  told  that  he  might  employ  ushers,  he  said 
he  could  not  in  conscience  take  the  money,  without  giving 
lip  his  whole  time  and  attention  to  his  scholars.  In  1744, 
be  published  <*  The  Candid  Reader,  addressed  to  his  ter- 
raqueous majesty,  the  World."  The  objects  of  bis  ridicule 
in  this  are  Hill,  the  mathematician,  who  proposed  making 
verses  by  an  arithmetical  table,  lord  Shaftesbury,  and  John- 
son, the  author  of  a  play  called  **  Hurlothrumbo,"  with  a 
parallel  between  Hurlothrumbo  and  the  rhapsody  of  Shaftes- 
bury. In  the  same  year  he  also  published  ^  A  Letter 
to  the  authors  of  Divine' Analogy  and  the  Minute  Philo- 
sopher, from  an  old  officer,"  a'  plain,  sensible  letter,  ad- 
vising the  two  polemics  to  turn  their  arms  from  one  another 
against  the  common  enemies  of  the  Christian  faith.  During 
the  rebellion  in  1745,  he  published  a  very  seasonable  and 
shrewd  pamphlet,  entitled  the  ^*  Chevalier's  hopes." 
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t!hi  tbe  death  of  Dr.  Sterne,  the  see  of  Clogherwat  filled 
by  Dr.  Clayton,  author  of  the  '*  Easay  op  Spirit/'  a  decided 
Arian ;  and  between  him  and  Skelton  there  could  conte- 
quentiy  be  no  coincidence  of  opinion,  t>r  mutuality  of  re- 
spect In  1748,  Mr.  Skelton  having  prepared  for  the  press 
his  Taluable  work  entitled  '<  Deism  revealed/'  he  con* 
ceived  it  too  important  to  be  published  in  Ireland,  and 
therefore  determined  to  go  to  London,  and  dispose  ef  it 
there.  On  his  arrival,  he  submitted  his  manuscript  to  An- 
drew Millar,  the  bookseller,  to  know  if  he  would  purchase 
it,  and  have  it  printed  at  his  own  expence.  The  book- 
seller desired  him,  as  is  usual,  to  leave  it  with  him  for  a 
day  or  two,  until  he  could  get  a  certain  gentleman  of  great 
abilities  to  examine  it.  Hume  is  said  to  have  come  in 
accidentally  into  the  shop,  and  Millar  shewed  bim  the  M9. 
Hume  took  i^t  into  a  room  adjoining  the  shop,  examined  it 
here  and  there  for  about  an  hour,  and  then  said  to  An- 
drew, print.  By  this  work  Skelton  oiade  about  200^  The 
bookseller  allowed  him  for  the  manuscript  a  ^reat  many- 
copies,  which  he  disposed  of  among  the  citizens  of  Lon- 
don, widi  whom,  on  account  of  his  preaching,  he  was  a 
great  favourite.  He  always  spake  with  high  approbation  of 
the  kindness  with  which  he  was  received  by  many  eminent 
merchants.  When  in  London  he  spent  a  great  part  of  his 
time  in  going  through  the  city,  purchasing  books  at  a  cheap 
rate,  with  the  greater  part  of  the  money  he  got  by  his 
^^  Deism  revealed,'',  and  formed  a  good  library.  This  work 
was  published  in  1749,  in  two  volumes,  large  octavo,-  and 
a  second  edition  was  called  for  in  1751,  which  was  com* 
prized  in  two  volumes  12mo«  It  has  ever  been  considered 
as  a  masterly  answer  to  the  cavils  of  deists;  but  the  style 
in  this,  as  in  some  other  of  his  works,  is  not  uniform,  and 
his  attempts  at  wit  are  rather  too  frequent,  and  certainly 
not  very  successful.  A  few  months  after  its  publication 
the  bishop  of  Clogber,  Dr.  Clayton,  was  asked  by  Sbei^ 
lock,  bishop  of  London,  if  be  knew  the  author.  ^*  O  ye%^ 
he  has  been  a  curate  iii  my  diocese  near  these  twenty 
years." — <'  More  shame  for  your  lordship,"  answered  Sher- 
lock, ^  to  let  a  man  of  his  merit  continue  so  long  a  curate 
in  your  diocese." 

After  a  residence  at  London  of  about  six  months,  during 
which  he  pveached  some  of  the  sermons  since  published  in 
bis  works,  Mr.  Skelton  returned  to  his  curacy  in  Ireland, 
and  in  1750,  a  large  living  became  vacant  in  tbe  diocese 
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of  Cloghen  Dr.  Delaoy  and  another  bishop  imiDeclktely 
waited  oo  bishop  Ciayton,  and  told  hiro,  that  if  he  did  not 
give^Skelton  a  living  now,  after  disappointing  them  so 
ofteoy  they  would  take  bim  out  of  his  diocese.  This,  how- 
ever,  was  not  entirely  eflectuaJ :  Clayton  could  not  refuse 
the  request,  l>ut  made  several  removals  on  purpose  (o  place 
Skeljton  in  the  living  of  Pettigo,  in  a  wild  part  of  the 
county  of  Donegal,  worth  about  200/  a  year,  thr  people 
uncultivated,  disorderly,  fond  of  drinking  and  (juarrelling, 
and,  in  a  word,  sunk  in  profound  ignorance.  He  used  to 
say,  be  was  a  missionary  sent  to  convert  them  to  Christi- 
anity, and  that  be  was  banished  from  all  civilised  society. 
He  often  declared  that  be  was  obliged  to  ride  seven  miles 
before  he  could  meet  with  a  prrnoo  of  conrnon  sense  to 
converse  with.  With  such  difficulties,  honever,  Skelton 
was  born  to  contend.  He  always  had  a  conscientious  feel- 
ing of  the  wauts  of  his  Sock,  with  a  strong  impellmg  sense 
of  duty.  His  biographer  has  given  a  very  interesting  ac- 
count of  the  means,  pious  and  charitable,  which  he  took 
to  meliorate  the  coudiiion  of  his  parish,  which,  for  the 
sake  of  brevity,  we  must  omit ;  suffice  it  to  say,  they  were 
effectual ;  but  his  situation  aB'ected  his  mind  in  some  de* 
gree,  and  he  became  liable  to' occasional  fits  of  the  hypo* 
chondriac  kind,  which  recurred  more  or  leas  in  the  after- 
part  of  his  life. 

In  this  lonely  .situation  he  found  sometime  for  study,«n<l 
besides  an  excellent  visitation  sermon  on  tbe  ^^  Dignity  of 
the  Christian  Ministry,'*  he  published  in  17^3  *^Tbe  Consul- 
ta.ion,  or  a  Dialogue  of  tbe  Gods,  in  tbe  manner  of  Lu- 
cian,"  iniemied  to  ridicule  the  Ariana;  and  in  this,  or  tbe 
following  year,  went  again  to  London  to  publish  bis  difb 
courses,  two  volumcfi  of  which  appeared  in  1754,  under 
the  title  of  **  Ditfi'ourses  CQOtroversial  and  Practical,  on 
various  subjects,  prpper  for  the  cobsideration  of  the  present 
ti»es.     By  the  aathof  of  *  Deitma  revealed\" 

In  1767  a  remarkable  dearth  prevailed  in  Ireland,  and  no 
where  more  than  in  Mr.  Skelton*s  parish.  The  scenes  of 
distress  which  he  witnessed  would  now  appear  scarcely  cre- 
dible. He  immediately  set  himself  to  alleviate  the  wants  of 
bis  flock,  by  purchases  of  meal,  &c.  at  other  markets, 
until  he  had  exhausted  all  his  money,  and  then  be  had  re- 
course to  a  sacrifice  which  every  man  of  learning- will  duly 
appreciate.  He  resolved  to  sell  his  books,  almost  tbe  only 
Gooifort  be  bad  in  this  dreary  solitude^  •  and  relieve  bia 
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iodigcnit  parbbioners  with  the  money.  Walton,  a  bodi* 
seller  in  OubliD,  who  btd  advertised  tbem  for  sale  witboot 
success,  at  last  bought  tbem  bianself  for  80/.  and  immedi- 
ately paid  the  money.  Soon  after  they  were  advertised, 
two  ladies,  lady  Banrymore  and  a  Miss  Leslie,  who  guessed 
4U  Skelton's  reason  for  selling  bis  books,  sent  bim  ML  re^ 
questing  bim  to  keep  bis  bodks,  and  relieve  bis  poor  with 
the  money ;  bat  Skelton,  with  many  OYpressiona  of  grati- 
tude, told  tbem  be  bad  dedicated  bis  books  to  God,  and  be 
must  sell  tbem;, and  accordingly  both  sums  were  applied 
to  the  relief  of  his  parishioners.  Every  heart  warms  at  the 
recital  of  such  an  act  of  benevolence,  and  all  reflections  oa 
it  would  lessen  the  impression. — One  other  circumstance 
may  be  added.  The  bookseller  sold  only  a  part  of  the  books 
in  the  course  of  trade,  and  those  that  remained,  Mr.  Skel- 
ton, when  be  could  afford  it,  took  from  bim  at  tbe  price  be 
sold  tb^B  for,  but  insisted  on  paying  interest  for  tbe  sum 
they  amounted  to,  for  tbe  time  Mr.  Watson  bad  them  in 
bis  possession. 

About  1758,  a  pamphlet  appeared  in  Dublin,  entitled 
'*  An  Appeal  to  tbe  common  sense  of  all  Christian  people,** 
an  artful  defence  of  Arianism,  an  answer  to  which  was 
written  by  Mr.  Skelton,  in  the  opinion  of  bis  bio*- 
grapher,  in  a  masterly  manner  and  style,  exceeding  any 
of  his  former  compositions.  But  as  tbe  **  Appeal"  sunk 
into  obscurity,  tbe  answer  was  not  inserted  in  the  editioa 
of  bis  works  published  in  1770.  Here,  however,  may  be 
found  a  description  of  Lot^b-Oerg,  which  he  wrote  about 
this  time,  a  place  much  visited  by  tbe  superstitious.  In 
1758,  Dr.  Clayton,  bishop  of  Clogber,  died,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Dr.  Garnet,  who  treated  Mr.  Skelton  with  tbe 
respect  he  deserved,  and  in  1759  gave  bira  tbe  living  of 
Devenisb,  in  the  county  of  Fermanagh,  near  Enniskiilen, 
worth  about  300/.  a  year,  and  thus  be  was  brought  once 
more  into  civilized  society.  When  leaving  Pettigo,  he 
said  to  tbe  poor,  *'  Give  me  your  blessing  now  before  I  go, 
end  God's  blessing  be  with  you.  When  you  are  in  great 
disoress,  come  to  me,  and  I  Ml  strive  to  relieve  you.''  In 
this  new  charge,  be  exerted  the  same  seal  to  iastruct  his 
flock  both  in  public  and  private,  and  tbe  same  benevolence 
toward  the  poor  which  had  made  him  so  great  a  benefit  to 
his  former  people.  We  must  refer  to  bis  biographer  for 
numerous  proofs,  for  which  bis  memory  continues  still  to 
be  iieki  in  high  veneration.    In  1766,  the  bishop  of  Clog* 
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her  removed  him  from  Devenish  to  the  liTing  of  Fintona, 
in  the  county  ofTyrone,  worth  at  least  100/.  more  than  the 
other*  He  was  now  in  the  fifty-ninth  year  of  his  age. 
^  God  Almighty/'  he  used  to  s^y,  '^  was  very  kind  to  me : 
when  I  began  to  advance  in  years  and  stood  in  need  of  a 
horse  and  servant,  he  gave  me  a  living.  Then  he  gave  mp 
two  livings,  one  after  another,  each  of  which  was  worth  a 
hundred  a  year  more  than  the  preceding.  I  have  therefore 
been  rewarded  by  him,  even  in  this  world,  far  above  my 
deserts.'' 

At  Fintona,  be  shewed  himself  the  same  diligent,  kind, 
and  faithful  pastor  as  when  on  his  former  livings ;  but  two 
varieties^  occurred  here  very  characteristic  of  the  man.  Hav- 
ing discovered  that  most  of  his  protestant  parishioners  were 
dissenters,  be  invited  their  minister  to  dine  with  him,  and 
asked  bis  leave  to  preach  in  his  meeting  on  the  next  Sun- 
day ;  and  consent  being  given,  the  people  were  so  pleased 
witih  Mr.  Skelton,  that  the  greater  number  of  thefto  quitted 
their  own  teacher.  After  some  time,  Skelton  asked  him 
how  much  he  had  lost  by  the  desertion  of  his  hearers  ?  He 
told  him  40/.  a  year,  on  which  he  settled  that  sum  on  him 
annually.  We  mentioned  in  a  former  page  that  Mr.  Skelton 
bad  studied  physic  Y^ith  a  view  to  assist  the  poor  with  advice 
and  medicines.  By  this  practice,  at  Fintona,  he  found  that 
Dr.  Gormly,  the  physician  of  the  place,  lost  ft  great  part 
of  bis  business ;  on  which  Skelton  settled  also  40/.  a  year 
on  him.  -  In  both  these  instances,  bis  biographer  observes, 
be  not  only  took  on  him  the  toil  of  doing  good,  but  also 
voluntarily  paid  for  doing  it. 

In  1770,  he  published  his  works  by  subscription,  in  5 
vok.  8vo,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Magdalen  charity.  The 
first  volume  contains  **  Deism  revealed,"  the  second  and 
third,  the  **  Sermons*'  he  published  in  England,  the  fourth 
an  additional  number  of  sermons  not  before  printed ;  the 
fifth  consisted  of  miscellanies,  of  which  some  had  not  been 
before  published,  as  **  Reasons  for  Inoculation,"  an  ^*  Ac- 
count of  a  Well  or  PooV*  near  Clovis,  in  the  county  of  Mo- 
naghan,  famous  for  curing  the  jaundice ;  **  Observations 
on  a  late  resignation,"  that  of  the  rev.  William  Robertson 
(see  his  life,  vol.  XXVI.  p.  257.)  "A  Dream,"  intended 
to  expose  the  folly  of  fashion ;  and  *^  Hilema^"  a  copse  or 
shrubbery,  consisting  of  observations  and  anecdotes. 

In  bis  latter  days,  when  the  air  of  Fintona  became  too 
keen  for  him,  he  passed  some  of  bis  winters  in  Dobtio^  and 
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diere  was  highly  valued  for  bis  preaching,  which,  in  the 
case  of  charities,  was  remarkably  successful.  During  a 
decu'th,  owing  to  the  decline  of  the  yarn  manufactory  at 
Fintona,  be  again  exhausted  his  whole  property  in  relieving 
the  poor,  and  again  sold  his  books  for  100/.  He  said  he 
was  now  too  old  to  hse  them  ;  but  the  real  cause  was,  that 
be  wanted  the  money  to  gi?e  to  the  poor,  and  the  year 
after  he  bestowed  on  them  60L  It  was  one  of  bis  prac* 
tices  to  distribute  money,  even  in  times  of  moderate  plenty, 
among  indigent  housekeepers,  who  were  struggling  to  pre« 
.  serve  a  decent  appearance.  He  was  also  the  kind  and  li- 
beral patron  of  such  of  their  children  as •  bad  abilities,  and 
could,  by  his  urgent  application  and  interest,  be  advanced 
ID  the  world. 

His  infirmities  increasing,  after  fiftv  years  labour  in  the 
ministry  with  unexampled  diligence,  he  now  found  himself 
incapable  any  longer  of  the  discharge  of  his  public  duties, 
and  in  1780  took  bis  final  leave  of  Fintona,  and  removed  to 
Dublin,  to  end  bis  days.  Here  he  received  great  respect 
ftom  many  of  the  higher  dignitaries  of  the  church,  and  in 
1781  the  university  offered  him  the  degree  of  doctor  of  di- 
vinity, which  he  declined.  In  1784  he  published  by  sub- 
scription a  sixth  volume  of  bis  works,  containing  **An 
Appeal  to  common  sense  on  the  subject  of  Christianity,** . 
&c.  or  a  historical  proof  of  the  truth  of  Christianity,  supe- 
rior in  style  and  arrangement  to  any  of  his  former  produc- 
tions, and  which  shewed  that  his  faculties  were  in  full  force 
at  the  age  of  seventy-six.  In  the  same  volume,  are  *'  Some 
Thoughts  on  Common  Sense,'*  some  hymns,  and  a  Latin 
poem.  In  1786  he  published  bis  seventh  volume,  entitled 
**  Senilia,  or  an  Old  Man's  Miscellany."  In  the  same  yeat 
be  published  a  short  answer  to  a  catechism,  written  by  aa 
English  clergyman,  and  used  at  Sunday  schools,  vriiich  he 
supposed  to  contain  an  erroneous  doctrine  with  respect  to 
the  state  of  men  after  death,  and  sent  a  copy  to  all  the  bi- 
shops of  England  and  Ireland.  The  archbishop  of  Dublin 
was  so  convinced  by  it,  that  he  stopped  the  use  of  the  cate- 
chism in  his  diocese. 

Mr.  Skelton  died  May  4,  1787,  and  was  buried  near  the 
west  door  of  St.  Peter*s  church-yard.  His  character  has 
been  in  some  degree  displayed  in  the  preceding  sketch 
taken  from  his >*  Life,"  by  the  rev,  Samuel  Burdy,  1792, 
8vo.  With  the  exception  of  some  oddities  of  conduct  and 
expression/ in  which  be  somewhat  resembled  Swift  and 
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JohiuMMi,  bis  life  was  truly  exemplary  in  all  itf  parts,  and 
bis  writings  deserve  to  be  better  known.* 

SKINNER  (Stephin),  an  English  antiquary,  was  born 
either  in  London,  or  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  about 
1622.  He  was  admitted  on  the  royal  foundation  at  Christ 
church  in  Oxford^  1638;  but,  the  rebellion  breaking  out 
before  he  could  take  any  degree,  he  trairelled,  and  studied 
in  several  universities  abroad.  About  1646,  he  returned 
home ;  and  going  to  Oxford,  which  at  this  time  ceased  to 
be «  garrison,  be  took  both  the  degrees  in  arts  tb^  same 
year.  He  then  resumed  his  travels  through  France,  Italy, 
GernMtny,  the  Spanish  Netherlands,  and  other  countries; 
visited  the  courts  of  several  princes;  frequented  the  prin^ 
cipal  universities ;  and  established  an  acquaintance  with  the 
learned  in  diflfereiit  parts  of  Europe.  On  the  restoration  of 
the  university  of  Heidelberg,  by  Charles  Lewis,  Elector 
Palatine,  he  was  honoured  with  adoctor  of  physic's  degree; 
and,  returning  to  England,  was  incorporated  into  the  same 
stt  Oxford  in  1654:  About  this  time  be  settled  ai  Lincoln ; 
where,  after  practising  physic  with  success,  he  died  of  a 
malignant  fever,  Sept.  5,  1667.  Wood  says,  '*  He  was  a 
person  well  versed  in  most  parts  of  learning,  understood 
all  books  whether  old  or  new,  was  roost  skilful  in  thejOri- 
ental  tongues,  an  excellent  Grecian,  and,  in  short,  a  liv- 
ing library." 

He  wrote  *^  Prolegomena  Etymologica ;''  '<  Etymologtcoa 
lingusB  Anglicanse ;"  <<  Etymologicon  Bounicum ;"  *^  Ety* 
mologica  Expositio  vocum  forensium ;"  *^  Etymologicon  vo- 
cum  omnium  Anglicarum  ;*'  **  Etymologicon  Onomasticon.*' 
After  bis  death  these  works,  which  he  had  left  unfinished, 
came  into  the  hands  of  Thomas  Henshaw,  esq.  of  Kensing- 
ton, near  London,  who  corrected,  digested,  and  added  to 
them,  his  additions  being  marked  with  the  letter  H :  and 
after  this,  prefixing  an  epistle  to  the  reader,  published  them 
with  this  title,  ^*  Etymologicon  Linguss  AngUcanss,"  &c. 
1671,  folio.* 

'SLATER,  or  SLATYER  (William),  a  learned  divine 
and  poet,  was  born  in  Somersetshire  in  1587,  and  was  ad- 
mitted aoiember  of  St.  Mary  hall,  Oxford,  in  1600,  whence 
be  removed  to  Brasenose  college  in  1607.  In  the  follow* 
ing  year  he  took  his  degree  of  B.  A.  and  was  chosen  to  a 
fellowship.     He  took  bis  master*s  degree  in  1611,  entered 
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iato  koly  orders,  snd  was  beneficed,  la  1633  be  took  bis 
degrees  in  divinity,  and  bad  by  this  time  acquired  very 
considerable  reputation  for  his  poetical  talent,  and  bis 
koawledge  in  English  history.  He  died  at  Otterden  iu 
Kent,  where  he  was  beneficed,  in  Oct  or  Nov.  1647.  His 
works  are,  I.  '^Threnodia,  sive  Pandionium,^*  kc.  being 
elegies  and  epiuphs  on  the  qoeen  Anne  of  Dennurk,  to 
wfaom  be  had  been  chaplain.  It  is  a  quarto  of  fear  sheets, 
printed  in  1619.  The  elegies  and  epitaphs  are  in  Hebrew, 
Greek,  Latin,  and  English  verses,  and  some  of  them  in 
the  fiantastical  shape  of  pillars,  circles,  &c.  2.  ^  Palss- 
Albion,  or  tbe  History  of  Great  Britain  from  the  first  peo* 
pKngof  this  island  to  the  reign  of  king  Jaooes,"  Lond.  1631^ 
fol.  in  Latin  and  English  Terse,  with  historical  notes,  whick 
Granger,  who  calls  this  Slater's  **  capital  work,**  thinks 
the  most  valuable  part.  3.  <<  Genethliacon,  sive  steouna 
regis  Jacobi,'*  JLond.  1630,  a  thin  felio  in  Lat.  and  English, 
with  a  fooUsb  gen^logy  of  king  James  from  Adam.  He 
published  also  ^*  The  Psalms  of  David,  in  fowre  languages, 
Hebrew,  Greeke,  Latin,  and  English,  and  in  4  parts, 
set  to  the  tunes  of  our  church,  with  corrections,*'  1658, 
l6nio.  There  appears  to  have  been  an  edition  before  this, 
which  was  posthumous,  but  the  date  is  not  known.  I>r. 
Bumey  says  this  is  the  most  <:urious  and  beautiful  produc- 
tion  of  the  kind,  during  the  seventeenth  century,  that  has 
come  to  bis  knowledge.  Both  words  and  music  are  very 
neatly  engraved  on  near  sixty  copper-plates.  The  English 
version  is  that  of  Sternhold,  retouched,  not  always  for  the 
better,  and  the  music  is  selected  from  Raveoscroft.* 

8LEIDAN  (John),  an  excellent  German  historian,  was 
born  in  1 506,  at  Sleiden,  a  small  town  upon  the  confines 
of  the  duchy  of  Juliers,  whence  he  derived  his  name.  His 
origin,  according  to  Varilias,  was  so  obscure,  that  not 
.knowing  the  name  of  his  father,  he  adopted  that  of  his 
birth*place ;  but  this  is  the  report  of  an  enemy,  as  his  £a» 
ther's  name  %iras  Philip,  and  his  family  not  of  the  lower 
order.  He  went  through  his  first  studies  in  his  own  coun- 
try, together  with  the  learned  John  Sturmius,  who  was 
born  in  the  same  town  with  himself;  and  afterwards  r«nov« 
•d,  first  to  Paris,  and  thei^  to  Orleans,  where  be  studied 
the  law  for  three  years.  He  took  the  degree  of  licentiat# 
to  ibis  faculty;  but,  having  always  an  aversion  to  tb^  bar, 
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be  coDtiDu^d  bis  pnrsuits  chieBy  in  polite  iiterktare.  Upoff 
bis  return  to  Paris,  he  was  recommended  by  his  friend  Stur^ 
inius^  in  1535,  to  John  Du  Bellayi  archbishop  and  cardi* 
iial ;  who  conceived  soch  an  affection  for  him,  that  be  set-* 
tied  on  him  a  pension,  and  commanicated  to  him  aflhirs  of 
the  greatest  importance ;  for  Sleidan  bad  a  turn  for  busi.* 
ness,  as  well  as  letters.  He  accompanied  the  ambassador 
of  France  to  the  diet  of  Haguenau,  but  returned  to  Paris, 
and  remained  there  till  it  was  not  safe  for  him  to  stay  any 
longer,  as  be  was  inclined  to  the  sentiments  of  the  refor- 
mers. In  1542  be  retired  to  Strasburg,  where  be  acquired 
the  esteem  and  friendship  of  the  most  considerable  persons, 
and  especially  of  James  Sturmius ;  by  whose  counsel  be 
undertook,  and  by  whose  assistance  be  was  enabled,  to  write 
the  history  of  his  own  time.  He  was  employed  i&  some 
negociations  both  to  France  and  England ;  and,  in  one  of 
these  journeys,  he  met  with  a  lady  whom  be  married  in 
154^.  About  the  same  time  the  princes  of  tbe  league  of 
Smalcald  honoured  him  with  the  title  of  their  bistoriogra^ 
pher,  and  granted  him  a  pension,  and  when  he  lost  this  by 
the  dissolution  of  the  league  in  1547,  the  republic  of  Stras* 
burgh  gave  him  another.  In  1551,  he  went,  on  the  part 
of  the  republic,  to  tbe  council  of  Trent;  but,  tbe  troops  of  - 
Maurice,  elector  of  Saxony,  obliging  that  council  to  break 
up,  be  returned  to  Strasburgh  without  having  transacted 
any  business.  He  was  employed  in  other  affitirs  of  state, 
when  the  death  of  his  wife,  in  1555,  plunged  him  into  a 
deep  melancholy,  with  such  a  total  loss  of  memory,  as  that 
be  did  not  know  his  own  children.  Some  imputed  this  to 
poison ;  and  others  to  natural  causes.  It  ended,  however, 
in  bis  death,  at  Strasburg,  Oct.  31,  1556,  in  the  fiftieth 
year  of  bis  age. 

He  was  a  learned  man,  and  an  excellent  writer.  In  1555^ 
came  out  in  folio,  his  <<  De  Statu  Religionis  &  Jleipublicse, 
Carolo  Quinto  Cacsare,  Commentarii,''  in  twenty-five  books, 
from  1517,  when  Luther  began  to  preach,  to  1555.^  This 
history  was  quickly  translated  into  almost  all  tbe  languages 
of  Europe,  and  has  been  generally  thought  to  be  well  and 
faithfully  written,  notwithstanding  the  attempts  of  Varillas^ 
and  other  popish  authors  to  discredit  it.  It  did  not  stand 
•oljely  upon  Sleidan's  own  authority,  which,  however,  must 
be  of  great  weight,  considering  that  he  wrote  of  times  ia 
which  he  lived,  and  of  transactions  in  which  he  bad  some 
concern;  but  was  extracted  from  public  acts  and  original 
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lecordtf  which  were  in  the  archives  of  the  town  of  Stras- 
burg,  aod  with  which  he  was  furnished  by  James  Stormius. 
Besides  this  history,  which  is  his  principal  work,  he  wrote 
V  De  quatuor  summis  Imperils  libri  tres,''  a  compendious 
chronological  account  of  the  four  great  empires,  which,  on 
account  of  its  singular  utiUty,  has  been  often  printed.  He 
epitomized  and  translated  into  Latin  the  Histories  of  Frois- 
sart  and  Philip  de  Comines,  aod  was  the  author  of  some 
other  works  relating  to  history  and  politics,  the  principal  of 
which  are  printed  in  a  volume  of  <*  Opuscula,''  Hanover, 
1608,  8vo.> 

SLINGELAND  (John  Peter  Van),  a  Dutch  artist,  emi- 
nent as  a  painter  of  portraits  and  conversations,  was  bora 
at  Leydea  in  1640,  and  died  in  1691.  He  was  a  disciple, 
and  zealous  imitator  of  Gerard  Douw,  whom  he  is  thought 
in  some  respects  to  surpass.  The  exquisite  neatness  of  his 
manner  compelled  him  to  work  very  slowly,  and  he  is  said 
to  have  employed  three  years  in  painting  a  family  picture 
for  Mr.  Meermans.  He  imitated  nature  with  exactness, 
but  without  taste  on  selection,  yet  he  is  esteemed  one  of 
the  best  of  the  Flemish  painters. ' 

SLOANE  (Sir  Hans),  an  eminent  physician,  naturalist, 
and  benefactor  to  learning,  was  born  at  Killileagh,  in  the 
county  of  Down,  in  Ireland,  April  16,  1660.  He  was  of 
Scotch  extraction,  but  his  father,  Alexander  Sloane,  being 
at  the  head  of  that  colony  of  Scots  which  king  James  I.  set- 
tled in  the  north  of  Ireland,  removed  to  that. country,  and 
was  collector  of  the  taxes  for  the  county  of  Down,  both 
before  aiid  after  the  Irish  rebellion.     He  died  in  1666. 

The  younger  years  of  sir  Hans  Sloane  were  marked  by  a 
strong  attachment  to  the  works  of  nature,  in  the  contem- 
plation of  which  he  passed  his  leisure  hours,  until  his  stu- 
dies of  every  kind  were,  in  bis  sixteenth  year,  interrupted 
by  a  spitting  of  blood,  which  confined  him  to  bis  room  for 
three  years.  When,  by  strict  regimen  and  abstinence,  he 
had  recovered,  he  studied  the  preliminary  branches  of 
physic  in  London,  particularly  chemistry,  under  Mr.  Straf- 
forih,  an  excellent  chemist,  who  had  been  pupil  to  the 
celebrated  Stahl.  He  also  studied  his  favourite  science  of 
botany  at  Chelsea  garden,  which  was  then  but  just  esta- 
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blisbedy  and,  young  as  he  was,  contracted  during  that 
time  an  acquainunce  with  Boyle  and  Ray. 

After  four,  years  thus  employed,  he  viiited  France  for 
improreme^ty  in  company  with  Mr.  (afterward^sir)  Tancred 
Robinson,  M.  D.  (see  his  Hfe,  toI.  XXVI.)  and  another 
student.  At  Paris  he  attended  the  lectures  of  Toumefort 
and  Du  Verney;  and  is  supposed  to  have  uken  his  degrees 
in  medicine  at  Montpellier^  soatie  say  at  Orange.  At 
Montpellier  he  was  recommended  by  Tournefortto  M.  Cbi« 
jrac,  then  chancellor  and  professor  of  that  university,  and 
by  his  means  to  other  learned  men,  particularly  Magno), 
whom  he  always  accompanied  in  his  botanical  excursions, 
and  derived  much  benefit  from  his  instructions.  He  re- 
tamed  to- London  at  the  latter  end  of  1684,  and  immedi^ 
ately  went  to  visit  his  illustrious  friends  Boyle  and  Ray. 
The  latter  was  now  retired  and  settled  at  Black  Notley  in 
Essex.  Dr.  Sloane  sent  him  a  great  variety  of  plants  and 
seeds,  which  Ray  has  described  in  his  '*  Historia  Planta- 
rum,*'  with  proper  acknowledgments.  At  London  Dr. 
*Sloane  became  the  favourite  of  Or.  Sydenham,  wbo  took 
him  into  his  house,  and  zealously  promoted  his  interest  in 
)he  way  of  practice.  On  Jan.  21,  1685,  be  was  elected  a 
fellow  of  the  Royal  Society,  and  in  April  1687,  entered 
into  cbe  college  of  physicians.  Such  early  advancements 
in  his  profession  are  the  strongest  presumptions  in  favour  of 
bis  superior  knowledge,  and  promising  abilities.  Yet  these 
flattering  prospects  he  relinquished,  to  gratify  his  ardour  for 
aatural  knowledge. 

On  Septembejr  12,  1687,  and  in  the  twenty -eighth  year 
^f  his  age,  he  embarked  for  Jamaica,  as  physician  to  the 
duke  of  Albemarle ;  and  touched  at  Madeira,  Barbados, 
Nevis,  and  St.  Kitt's.  The  duke  dying  Dec.  19th,  soort 
after  their  arrival  at  Jamaica,  Dr.  Sloane's  stay  on  the  islaifd 
did  not  exceed  fifteen  months.  During  this  time,  however, 
such  was  his- application,  that,  in  the  language  of  his  French 
eulogist,  bad  be  not  con%*erted,  as  it  were,  his  minutes 
into  hours,  he  could  not  have  made  those  numerous  acqui- 
sitioBiS,  which  contributed  so  largely  to  extend  the  know- 
ledge of  nature ;  while  they  laid  the  foundation  of  hir  future 
fame  and  fortune.  Dr.  Pulteney  remarks,  that  several  cir- 
cumsunces  concurred  respecting  Dr.  Sloane^s  voyage*  to 
Jamaica,  which  rendered  it  peculiarly  successful  to  natural 
history.  He  was  the  first  man  of  learning,  whom  the  love 
of  science  alone  bad  led  from  England,  to  that  distant  part 
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of  tbe  globe,  uid^  coDsequently,  the  field  was  wholly  oped 
to  him.  He  was  already  well  acquainted  with  the  discoTe- 
ries  of  the  age.  He  had  ao  enthusiasm  for  his  object,  and 
was  at  an  age,  whejpi  both  activity  of  body,  and  ardour  of 
mind,  concur  to  vanquish  difficulties.  .  Under  this  happy 
coincidence  of  circumstances,  it  is  not  stmnge  that  Dr. 
Slc^ne  returned  home  with  a  rich  harvest.  Jn  fact,  besides 
a  proportional  number  of  subjects  from  the  animal  kingdom, 
he  brought  from  Jamaica,  and  the  other  islands  they  touched 
at,  no  fewer  than  eight  hundred  diflferent  species  of  plants, 
a  number  very  far  beyond  what  had  been  imported  by  any 
individual  into  England  before. 

Dr.  Sloane  returned  from  his  voyage.  May  29,  1689,  and 
fixing  in  London,  soon  became  eminent.  In  1694  he  was 
chosen  physician  to  Christ*s  hospital,  which  stotion  he£lled 
Until  age  and  infirmities  obliged  him  to  resign  in  1730,  and 
although  he  punctually  received  every  year  the  emolument 
of  his  office,  because  he  would  not  set  a  precedent  that 
ipight  be  disadvantageous  to  his  successor,  he  constantly 
applied  the  money  to  the  relief  of  those  belonging  to  the 
hospital  who  most  wanted  it.  In  the  preceding  year,  1693, 
be  bad  been  elected  secretary  to  the  Royal  Society,  and 
had  revived  the  publication  of  the  *^  Philosophical  Transac-( 
tions,"  which  had  been  interrupted  from  the  year  1687. 
This  office  beheld  till  17 12,  when  he  was  succeeded  by 
Dr.  Halley.  About  the  same  time,  be  became  an  active 
tnemberof  the  college  of  physicians,  in  promoting  the  plan 
of  a  dispensary  for  the  poor,  which  was  at  length  carried 
into  execution.  The  feuds  excited  on  this  occasion,  by 
the  apothecaries  giive  rise  to  the  once  celebrated  satire  by 
Dr.  Garth. 

In  16^6,  Dr.  Sloane  published  the  Prodromus  to  bis  bis« 
lory  of  Jamaica  plants,  under  the  title  of  **  Catalogus  Plan- 
tarum  quss  in  insula  Jamaica  sponte  proveniunt,'*  8va  This 
'  volume,  intrinsically  valuable  as  it  is,  fnay  yet  be  consider-* 
ed  as  only  the  nomenclature,  or  systematic  index  to  bit 
subsequent  work.  The  arrangement  of  the  subject  is  nearly 
that  of  Ray,  vegetables  being  thrown  into  twenty-five  large 
natural  classes,  or  families.  Among  botanists  of  that  time^ 
generical  characters  had  not  attained  any  remarkable  precis 
sion ;  and  Sloane,  like  Plukenet,  was  little  farther  anzioiis, 
than  to  refer  his  new  plants  to  some  genus  already  establish* 
edf  withont  a  minute  attention  to  the  paru  of  fructification, 
farther  than  as  they  formed  put  oi  the  cfaaraeter  dmw« 
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from  babit;  yet,  wiib  this  defect,  the  figures  and  deicrip- 
tious  of  Sloane  proved  sufficiently  accurate  to  enable  bit 
successors  to  refer  almost  all  his  species  to  the  appropriate 
places  in  the  system  of  the  present  day. 

Dr.  Sloane  began  early  to  form  a.  museum,  and  it  was, 
by  the  collections  made  in  bis  voyage,  become  considera- 
ble; but  the  cera  of  its  celebrity  was  not  until  1702,  when 
it  received  the  augmentation  of  Mr.  Courten's  valuable 
stores  (ScQ  Court£n).  In  1701,  Dr.  Sloane  was  incorpo- 
rated doctor  pf  physic  at  Oxford,  and  was  associated  mem- 
ber of  several  academies  on  the  continent.  In  1707,  he 
published  the  first  volume  of  his  history,  under  the  title  of 
^*  A  Voyage  to  the  islands  Madeira,  Barbadoes,  Nevis,  St. 
Christopher's,  and  Jamaica;  with  the  Natural  History  of  the 
Herbs  and  Trees,  four-footed  Beasts,  Fishes,  Birds,"  &c.  &c. 
fol.  The  introduction  of  this  volume  comprehends  a  ]gene- 
ral  account  of  the  discovery  of  the  West- Indies,  and  of  the 
island  of  Jamaica  in  particular.  This  is  followed  by  the 
journal  of  the  voyage.  The  second  volume  was  not  pub- 
lished till  1725,  the  reasons  of  which  delay  were  principally 
the  care,  arrangement,  and  description-  of  his  museum  ; 
.  to  this  the  collection  o.f  Petiver  had  been  added  in  1718» 
which,  as  it  was  not  preserved  with  a  care  equal  to  the  zeal 
with  which  Petiver  acquired  it,  demanded  extraordinary  di- 
ligence to  recover  it  from  the  injury  it  had  sustained.  It  is 
in  the  introduction  to  this  volume  that  sir  Hans  gives  a  ge- 
neral inventory  of  his  library  and  museum,  as' it  stood  in 
1725,  by  which  it  appears,  that  the  subjects  of  natural  bis- 
tpry  alone«  exclusive  of  two  hundred  volumes  of  preserved 
plants,  amounted  to  more  than  26,20Q  articles.  They  were 
afterwards  augmented  to  upwards  of  36,600,  as  may  be  seen 
by  "  A  general  view  of  the  contents,'*  published  a  year 
before  his  death.  This  second  volume  completed  the  vege- 
table part  and  the  animal  kingdom,  and  the  plates  are 
continued  to  the  number  of  274.  The  work  was  productive 
of  much  benefit  to  science,  by  exciting  an  emulation,  both 
in  Britain  and  on  the  continent. 

In  1708,  he.  was  elected  a  foreign  member  of  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Sciences  at  Paris,  a  distinction  of  the  highest 
estimation  in  science,  and  the  greater  at  that  time,  as  the 
f  rench  nation  was  at  war  with  England,  and  the  queen*s 
consent  was  necessary  to  the  acceptance  of  it.  He  «vaff 
i):equently  consulted  by  queen  Anne,  who,  in  her  last  ill- 
il^ss,  W4S  blpoded  by  him.    Qn  the  acc^sion  of  George  h 
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he  was  created  a  baronet,  beinp^  the  first  English  physibian 
on  whom  an  hereditary  title  of  honour  had  been  conferred. 
He  was  appointed  physician  general  to  the  army,  which 
office  he  enjoyed  till  1727,  when  he  was  made  physician  to 
George  II.  He  also  gained  the  confidence  of  queen  Caro<- 
line>  and  prescribed  for  the  royal  family  until  his  death. 

In  17 19,  sir  Hans  was  elected  president  of  the  college  of 
physicians,  which  station  he  held  sixteen  years,  and  during 
that  time  he  gave  signal  proofs  of  his  zeal  for  the  interests 
of  that  body.  On  the  death  of  sir  Isaac  Newton,  in  1727, 
he  was  advanced  to  the  presidency  of  the  Royal  Society  of 
'London,  the  interest  of  which  j)o  man  had  ever  more  uni« 
formly  promoted.  He  made  the  society  a  present  of  100 
guineas  and  a  bust  of  the  founder,  Charles  XL  Thus,  in 
the  eenith  of  prosperity,  he  presided,  at  the  same  time, 
over  the  two  most  illustrious  scientific  bodies  in  the  king<* 
dom;  and,  while  he  discharged  the  respective  duties  of 
each  station  with  credit  and  honour^  he  also  enjoyed  the 
most  extensive  and  dignified  employment  as  a  physician. 
He  occupied  these  important  stations  from  1719  to  1733» 
when  he  resigned  the  presidency  of  the  college  of  physi* 
cians;  and,  in  1740,  at  the  age  of  eighty,  that  of  the  Royal 
Society,  the  members  of  which  accepted  his  resignation 
with  reluctance,  and  at  a  public  meeting  returned  him 
thanks  for  the  great  and  eminent  services  he  had  done  them^ 
and  requested  his  permission  that  his  name  might  remain 
enrolled  among  the  members  of  their  council^  as  long  as 
be  should  live. 

Havinor  thus  resigned  all  his  public  employments,  he 
left  London  in  May  1741,  and  retired  to  his  house, at 
Cfaefsea^  the  manor  of  which  he  had  purchased  in  17 12^ 
and  to  which  he  removed  his  museum.  Here  he  received^ 
as  in  London,  the  visits  of  persons  of  rank,  of  all  learned 
foreigners,  of  the  royal  family,  who  sometimes  did  him 
that  honour ;  and  never  refused  admittance  or  advice  to 
any,  whether  rich  or  poor,  who  came  to  consult  him  con- 
cerning their  health.  Hitherto  his  great  temperance  bad 
preserved  him  from  experiencing  the  infirmities  of  old 
age,  but  in  his  ninetieth  year^  he  complained  of  fre- 
<li|ent  pains,  and  was  sensible  of  an  universal  decay^  the 
progress  of  which  he  bore  with  complacency,  and  after  an 
illness  of  only  three  days,  expired  Jan.  11,  1752.  He 
was  interred  on  the  18th  at  Chelsea,  in  the  same  vault 
with  his  lady^  who  died  in  1724.     She  was  the  daughter 

P  2 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


68/  S  L  O  A  N  E. 

of  alderman  Langley  of  London,  and  married  to  Dr.  Sloane 
in  1695.  Of  this  marriage  two  daughters  only  Survived 
htm,  the  eldest  of  whom  was  married  to  George  Stanley^ 
esq.  of  Hampshire^  and  the  younger  to  lord  Cadogan* 

Sir  Hans  Sioane  was  tall  and  well  made  in  his  person ; 
easy,  polite^  and  engaging  in  his  manners;  sprightly  in 
bis  conversation,  and  obliging  to  all.  It  appears  by  his 
correspondence  in  the  British  Museum  that  he  was  a  man 
of  great  benevolence,  and  from  that  character,  was  fire* 
qoently  solicited  by  distressed  persons  of  all  classes,  and, 
as  is  usual  in  such  cases,  by  many  who  abused  his  bounty. 
To  foreigners  he  was  extremely  courteous,  and  ready  to 
•hew  and  explain  bis  curiosities  to  all  who  gave  him  timely 
notice  of  their  visit.  He  kept  an  open  table  once  a  week 
for  his  learned  friends,  particularly  those  of  the  Royal 
Society.  In  the  aggregation  of  bis  vast  collection  of  books, 
be  is  said  to  have  sent  his  duplicates,  either  to  the  royal 
college  of  physicians,  or  to  the  Bodleian  library. 

He  was  governor  of  almost  every  hospital  in  London ; 
and  to  each,  after  having  given  100/.  in  his  life-time,  be 
left  a  more  considerable  legacy  at  his  death.  He  was  ever 
a  benefactor  to  the  poor,  who  felt  the  consequences  of  his 
death  severely.  He  was  zealous  in  promoting  the  esta- 
blishment of  the  colony  of  Georgia  in  1732-,  and  formed 
himself  the-  plan  for  bringing  up  the  children  in  the  Found- 
ling hospital  in  1739.  In  1721  he  gave  the  freehold  of  the 
ground  at  Chelsea,  near  four  acres,  on  which  the  botanical 
garden  stood,  to  the  company  of  apothecaries,  on  conditioa 
that  the  demonstrator  should,  in  the  name  of  the  company, 
deliver  annually  to  the  Royal  Society,  fifty  new  plants,  till 
the  number  should  amount  to  2000,  all  specifically  dif- 
ferent from  each  other ;  the  list  of  which  was  published 
yearly  in  the  Philosophical  Transactions.  The  first  was 
printed  in  1722,  and  the  catalogues  were  continued  until 
1773,  at  which  time  the  number  2550  was  completed. 
These  specimens  are  duly  preserved  in  the  archives  of  the 
society,  for  the  inspection  of  the  ciirious. 

In  the  exercise  of  his  function  as  a  physician,  sir  Hans 
Sloane  is  said  to  have  been  remarkable  for  the  certainty  of 
his  prognostics ;  and  the  hand  of  the  anatomist  verified,  m 
a  signal  manner,  the  truth  of  his  predictions  relating  to 
the  seat  of  diseases.  By  his  practice  he  not  only  confirmed 
the  efficacy  of  the  Peruvian  bark  in  intermittents,  but  ex- 
tended its  use  in  favour  of  other  denominations,  in  nervous 
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disorders^  and  in  gangrenes  and  hemorrhages.  The  sane* 
tion  he  gave  to  inoculation,  by  performing  that  operation 
on  some  of  the  royal  family,  encouraged,  and  much  ac- 
celerated its  progress  throughout  the  kingdom.  His  oint- 
ment for  the  leucoma  has  not  yet  lost  its  credit  with  manr 
reputable  names  in  physic.  He  published  only  the  works 
already  mentioned,  except  his  papers  in  the  Philosophical 
Transactions,  which  are  considerably  numerous,  and  may 
be  found  in  the  volumes  XVII  to  XLIX.  His  valuable 
museum,  it  is  well  known,  formed  the  foundation  of  that 
vast  national  repository  known  by  the  name  of  the  British 
Museum.  Sir  Hans  was  naturally  very  desirous  to  prevent 
his  collection  being  dissipated  after  bis  death,  and  be- 
queathed it  to  the  public  on  condition  that  20,000/.  should 
be  paid  by  parliament  to  his  family.  Parliament  accord- 
ingly passed  an  act,  in  1753,  for  the  purchase  of  sir  Hans 
Sloane's  collection,  and  of  the  Harleian  collection  of  MSS. 
and  for  procuring  one  general  repository  for  their  recep- 
tion, along  with  the  Cottonian  collection,  &c.  Monta- 
gue-house, in  Russel-street  Bloomsbury,  was  purchased 
as  the  •  repository,  and  statutes  and  rules  having  been 
formed  for  the  use  of  the  collection,  and  proper  officers 
appointed,  the  British  Museum  was  opened  for  the  public 
in  1759.  It  were  unnecessary  to  expatiate  on  the  utility 
of  an  institution,  so  well  known,  so  easily  accessible,  and 
so  highly  important  to  the  interests  of  science  and  general 
literature.  From  the  vast  additions  made  of  late  years, 
however,  it  may  be  worthy  of  the  parliament,  as  soon  as 
the  national  finances  will  permit,  to  consider  of  the  pro- 
priety of  an  entire  new  building  for  this  immense  collection, 
the  present  being  much  decayed,  and,  as  a  national  orna- 
ment, bearing  no  proportion  to  its  invaluable  contents.' 

SLUSE,  or  SLUSIUS  (Rene'  Francis  Walter),  a  ma^- 
thematician,  was  born  in  1620,  at  Vise,  a  small  town  in 
the  county  of  Liege.  He  became  abb6  of  Amas,  canon, 
councillor,  and  chancellor  of  Liege,  and  made  his  name 
famous  for  his  knowledge  in  theology,  physics,  and  mathe- 
matics. The  Royal  Society  of  London  elected  fiim  one  of 
their  members,  and  inserted  several  of  his  compositions  in 
their  Transactions.  This  very  ingenious  and  learned  man 
died  at  Liege  in  1683,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three.  Of  his 
works  there  have  been  published,  some  learned  letters, 
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and  a  work  entided  <<  Mesolabium  et  Probiemata  soHda  ;V 
besides  the  following  pieces  in  the  Philosophical  Transac* 
lions  :  viz.  1.  Short  and  easy  Method  of  drawing  Tangents 
to  all  Geometrical  Curres;  vol.  VII.  p.  5143.  2.  Demon- 
stration of  the  same;  vol.  VIII.  pp.  6059,  6119.  3.  Oo 
the  Optic  Angle  of  Alhazen  ;  vol.  VJII.  p.  6 1 39. ' 

SMALBROKE  (Richard),  bishop  of  Lichfield  and  Co- 
ventry,  was  born  at  Birmingham,  where  a  street  bears  the 
name  of  his  family,  in  1672,  and  studied  at  Magdalen-col- 
lege, Oxford.  Here  he  took  his  degrees  of  M.  A.  1694, 
B.  D,  1706,  and  D.  D.  in  1708.  .  He  was  chaplain  to  arch- 
bishop Tenison,  and  was  appointed  in  1712  treasurer  of 
Landaff,  and  afterwards  prebendary  of  Hereford.  On  Feb. 
2,  1723,  he  was  consecrated  bishop  of  St.  David\  whence 
be  was  translated  and  confirmed  bishop  of  Lichfield  and 
Coventry  Feb.  20,  1730.  He  entered  with  spirit  into  the 
controversies  of  his  times,  particularly  against  Dodwell 
and  Whiston,  th^  latter  in  ^'  Reflections  on  Mr.  Whiston's 
conduct,"  and  ^^  Animadversions  on  the  New  Arian  re- 
proved." But  his  great  work  was  **  A  Vindication  of  our 
Saviour's  miracles ;  in  which  Mr.  Woolston's  Discourses 
oo  them  are  particularly  examined ;  bis  pretended  autho- 
rity of  the  fathers  against  the  truth  of  the  literal  sense  are 
set  in  a  just  light;  and  his  objections,  in  point  of  reason, 
answered,"  Lond.  1729,  8vo.  This  involved  him  in  a  con- 
troversy with  some  anonymous  writers,  and  in  one  or  two 
respects  he  laid  himself  open  to  ridicule  by  an  arithmetical 
calculation  of  the  precise  number  oft  the  devils  which  en- 
tered into  the  swine.  Dr.  Smalbroke  also  published  eleven 
single  Sermons  between  1706  and  1732,  and  one  or  two 
<*  Charges,"  and  small  controversial  pieces  to  the  amount 
of  twenty-two.  He  died  Dec.  22,  1749,  in  the  seventy- 
seventh  year  of  his  age,  leaving  three  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters. His  sons,  and  other  relations,  be  provided  for  in  the 
church  of  Lichfield.  His  son  Richard,  the  last  representa- 
tive of  the  family,  died  in  1805.  He  had  been  chancellor 
of  the  diocese  of  Lichfield  and  Coventry  sixty-four  years, 
and  was  at  bis  death  senior  member  of  the  college  of  civi- 
lians.* 

SMALRIDGE  (George),  a  learned  prelate,  was  bom 
in   1663^  at  Lichfield  in  Staffordshire,  where  bis  father 

*  Haiton's  Diet.— Montucia  Hist,  de  Mathematiqses. 
«  Shaw's  Hitt.  of  Staffordtbire.«*Kicbols*s  Bowyvr.^Lardner*!   Works.-* 
«eat  Mas .  toI.  LXXV, 
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&>Uowed  tbe  business  of  a  dyer,  but  appears  not  to  have 
been  in  opulent  circumstances;  as  he  was  unable  to  give 
bis  son  a  liberal  education.  For  this  our  author  was  in- 
debted, to  the  celebrated  antiquary  Ashmole,  also  a  native 
of  Lichfield,  who,  discerning  his  capacity,  sent  him  to 
Westminster-school  in  1678.  Here  he  was  soon  distin* 
guished  as  a  young  man  of  parts  and  application,  and  ac- 
quired particular  notice  by  the  classical  turn  of  his  exer- 
cises. Two  years  after,  he  wrote  two  elegies,  one  in  Latin 
and  tbe  other  in  £nglish,  on  tbe  death  of  Lilly,  tbe  astro- 
loger, out  of  gratitude,  we  are  told,  to  bis  patron  Ash- 
mole,  a  great  admirer  of  Lilly.  Whatever  the  poetical 
merit  of  these  elegies,  we  may  say,  in  reference  to  the 
subject,  that  tbey  would  now  be  thought  ironical. 

In  May  1682,  Mr.  Smalridge  was  elected  from  West- 
minster-school to  Christ-church,  Oxford,  where  having  taken 
bb  degree  of  B.  A.  at  the  regular  time,  he  became  a  tutor, 
and,  what  is  no  inconsiderable  prOof  of  the  high  opinion 
entertained  of  his  talents,  the  associate  of  Aldrich  and  At- 
terbury  in  tbe  controversy  against  Obadiab  Walker,  tbe 
popish  master  of  University-college.  In  conjunction  with 
them  be  published  in  1687  ^*  Animadversions  on  the  eight 
Theses  laid  down,  and  the  inferences  deduced  from  them, 
in  a  discourse  entitled  ^  Church  Government,  Part  V.* 
lately  printed  at  Oxford.'*  The  object  on  the  part  of 
Smalridge  and  bis  colleagues,  was  to  defend  the  supremacy 
of  tbe  king,  against  papal  osi^rpations.  The  discourse 
mentioned  in  the  title  of  his  performance  was  printed  by 
Obadiab  Walker  at  bis  private  press,  and  has  for  its  full 
title  '^  Church  government,  Part  V.  a  relation  of  the  En- 
glish Reformation,  and  the  lawfulness  thereof  examined 
by  the  Theses  delivered  in  the  four  former  paru.^'  But 
as  these  four  former  parts  never  were  published.  Walker, 
or  rather  the  real  author,  Abraham  Woodhead,  afforded 
bis  antagonists  just  cause  for  censure,  as  well  as  ridicule^ 
since  here  he  was  referring  for  authority  to  proofs  and 
positions  which  had  never  appeared,  nor  were  alterwardt 
produced. 

During  this  time,  Smalridge  did  not  neglect  classical 
literature,  in  which  he  excelled,  and  afforded  an  excellent 
specimen  of  his  talent  for  Latin  poetry  in  his  ^*  Auctio 
Davisiana,'*  first  printed  in  1689,  4to,  and  afterwards  added 
to  tbe  <<  MusflB  AnglicansB."  Jin  July  of  the  same  year 
(1689)  he  proceeded  Piaster  of  arts,  entered  into  hdly 
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orders,  and  about  1692  was  appointed  by  ihe  dean  and 
chapter  of  Westminster  td  be  minister  of  Totbill- fields 
chapel.  In  1693  he  was  collated  to  a  prebend  in  the 
church  of  Lichfield.  In  1700  he  took  his  degree  of  D.  D. 
and  frequently  supplied  the  place  of  Dr.  Jane,  then  regius 
profes&or  of  divinity,  with  great  approbation,  in  which 
office  it  being  his  duty  to  present  persons  of  eminence  fo? 
their  degrees  in  that  faculty,  we  find  him,  in  1706,  pre* 
senting  the  celebrated  Dr.  Grabe  (whose  MSS.  he  after* 
wards  possessed)  in  a  very  elegant  speech.  On  Jane's 
death  he  was  strongly  recommended  by  the  university  to 
the  queen,  as  a  proper  person  to  succeed  to  the  professor- 
ship ;  but  bis  tory  principles  being  particularly  obnoxious 
to  the  Marlborough  party.  Dr.  Potter,  afterwards  archbi- 
shop  of  Canterbury,  was  preferred.  The  duchess  of  Marl* 
borough,  however,  tells  us,  that  this  favour  was  not  so  easily 
obtained  from  her  majesty  as  some  others  had  been,  and 
that  it  was  not  till  after  much  solicitation  that  Dr.  Potter 
was  fixed  in  the  professorship. 

Dr.  Smalridge,  who  had  long  been  admired  as  a  preacher, 
was  chosen  lecturer  of  St,  Dunstan's  in  the  West,  London, 
in  Jan.  1708,  and  for  some  time  quitted  the  university. 
His  early  acquaintance  with  Atterbury  had  now  been  im- 
proved into  a  great  degree  of  intimacy  and  friendship, 
Arising  no  doubt,  from  a  similarity  of  sentiments  and 
studies;  and  in  1710  Dr.  Smalridge  had  an  opportunity  of 
giving  a  public  testimony  of  bis  regard  for  Atterbury,  by 
promoting  his  advancement  to  the  prolocutor*s  chair  in  the 
lower  house  of  convocation,  and  presenting  him  to  the 
upper  house,  in  an  elegant  speech,  which  was  much  ad«» 
mired,  and  afterwards  printed.  In  this  speech  be  even 
touches  on  Atterbury's  warmth  in  controversy,  with  con- 
siderable delicacy  indeed,  but  in  a  manner  that  became 
one  who  would  not  deceive  the  learned  body  he  was  ad- 
dressing. Smalridge  himself  was  not  much  of  a  party  man, 
and  studiously  avoided  an  intemperate  interference  in  dis- 
puted points  respecting  either  church  or  state,  unless 
where  his  principles  might  be  called  in  question,  or  his 
silence  misunderstood. 

In  the  following  year,  1711,  he  resigned  the  lectureship 
of  St.  Dunstan*8,  having  been  mttde  one  of  the  canons  of 
Christ-church,  on  the  same  dsy  that  Atterbury  was  made 
dean;  and  the  latter  having  resigned  the  deanery  of  Car- 
lisle, Dr.  Smalridge  succeeded  him  in  that  preferment,  a% 
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be  did  likewise  in  the  deanery  of  Cbrist-chnrch,  in  171 S^ 
when  Atterbury  was  made  bishop  of  Rochester.  In  1714 
Dr.  Smalridge  was  consecrated  bishop  of  Bristol,  and  the 
queen  soon  after  appointed  him  ber  lord  almoner,  in  which 
capacity  he  for  some  time  served  her  successor  George  I. ; 
bat  refusing  to  sign  the  declaration  which  the  archbishop 
of  Canterbury  and  the  bishops  in  and  about  I^ondon  had 
drawn  up  against  the  rebellion  in  1715,  he  was  removed 
from  that  place.  In  this  measure  he  probably  was  in« 
fluenced  by  Atterbury ;  but  he  soon  regained  his  Aivoar 
with  the  princess  of  Wales  at  least,  afterwards  queen  Ca- 
roline, who  was  his  steady  patron  till  his  death. 

Dr.  Smalridge,  as  we  have  already  noticed,  in  geneml 
avoided  party  connections  and  party  spirit,  and  amidst 
much  political  turbulence,  was  accounted,  and  deserved 
the  character  of,  a  man  of  candour  and  moderatiou.  H6 
appears  to  have  been  on  friendly  terms,  with  Clarke  and 
Wfaiston,  and  contributed  to  moderate  the  proceedings  of 
tbe  convention  against  both.  With  Clarke  he  held  a  dis- 
pute on  the  Trinity  at  tbe  house  of  Thotnas  Cartwrigbt^ 
esq.  of  Aynho  in  Northamptonshire,  which,  however,  did 
not  produce  the  intended  effect.  Whiston  assures  us  that 
*^  if  any  person  in  England  was  able  to  convince  upon  that 
head,  it  must  bave  been  Dr.  Smalridge,''  both  from  reading 
and  talents ;  and  therefore  we  must  hesitate  in  believing 
whet  Whiston  adds,  that  <<  the  evidence  on  Dr.  Clarke's 
side  was  greatly  superior  to  the  other,"  as  well  as  other  in- 
sinuations which  Whiston  throws  out  with  great  illiberality. 
His  acquaintance,  however,  with  him  and  Clarke,  brought 
Dr.  Smalridge  under  the  suspicion  of  a  fellowship  in  their 
Arian  sentiments ;  but  Trelawney,  bishop  of  Winchester^ 
having  informed  him  of  this  imputation,  be  vindicated 
himself  in  a  letter  dated  from  Christ-church,  and  most 
explicitly  rescued  his  character  from  the  charge.  ^  I 
have,"  says  he,  <*  from  the  chair  (while  I  supplied  Dr. 
Jane's  place),  from  the  pulpit,  in  convocation,  and  upon  all 
other  proper  occasions,  expressed  my  sentiments  about  tbe 
divinity  of  onr  Lord  and  Saviour,  in  opposition  both  to  the 
Socinians  and  Arians.  I  did  on  Sunday  last  ordain  some 
clergymen,  and  I  examined  them  particularly  as  to  the 
points  controverted  betwixt  the  Catholic  church  and  the 
Arians,  and  said  what  to  me  seemed  proper  to  confirm  them 
in  the  Catholic  faith,  and  to  arm  them  against  the  objec- 
tious  usually  brought  by  the  Arians.    I  have  read  over 
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more  than  once,  and,  as  well  as  I  was  able,  have  considered 
Dr.  Waterland*s  late  book,  and  have  in  conversation  signi- 
fied my  approbation  of  it,  and  recommended  it  to  my 
friends  as  a  substantial  vindication  of  the  received  doctrines 
and  confutation  of  Arianism.'* 

These  were  almost  the  words  pf  a  dying  man,  for  this 
letter  is  dated  Sept.  23,  1719^  and  on  the  27th  he  expired 
of  an  apoplexy  at  Christ-church,  and  was  interred  in  the 
ail^  of  the  north-side  of  the  choir  of  that  cathedral,  where 
some  years  afterwards,  a  handsome  monument  was  erected 
to  his  memory,  with  an  elegant  inscription  in  Latin,  most 
probably  by  Dr.  Freind,  his  brother-in-law,  the  bishop 
and  he  having  married  two  sisters. 

Of  Dr.  Smalridge  bishop  Newton  says,  he  was  "  truly  a 
wprthy  prelate,  an  excellent  scholar,  a  sound  divine,  an 
eloquent  preacher,  and  a  good  writer  both  in  Latin  and 
English,  of  great  gravity  and  dignity  in  his  whole  deport- 
ment, and  at  the  same  time  of  as  great  complacency  and 
sweetness  of  manners,  a  character  at  once  both  amiable,  and 
venerable.  He  was  so  noted  for  his  good  temper,  that 
succeeding  Dr.  Atterbury  in  the  deaneries  of  Carlisle  and 
Christ-church,  he  was  said  to  carry  the  bucket  wherewith 
to  extinguish  the  Bres  which  the  ptber  had  kindled." 

Newton  says  the  Biographia  Britannica  is  wrong  about  his 
family,  and  '*  that  he  left  a  widow  and  three  children,  a  son 
named  Philip  and  two  daughters,  both  sensible  clever  wo- 
men. Caroline  princess  of  Wales  procured  a  pension  of 
300/.  a-year  for  the  widow,  and  a  prebend  of  Worcester 
for  the  son,  who  afterwards  received  the  living  of  Christie- 
ton  near  Chester,  from  sir  Roger  Mostyn,  and  had  the 
chancellorship  of  Worcester  conferred  upon  him  by  bishop 
Hough,  out  of  regard  to  his  father's  memory.  A  subscript 
tipn  too  was  opened,  and  nobly  promoted  for  the  publica- 
tion of  sixty  of  the  Bishop's  Sermons ;  some  of  which,  it 
must  be  confessed,  *are  unequal  to  the  rest,  but  it  is  some 
excuse  that  they  were  never  designed  for  the  press." 

Bishop  Newton  adds  that  he  had  Bristol,  the  poorest^ 
bishopric,  and  Christ-church  the  most  expensive  deanery 
in  the  kingdom.  This  seems  to  confirm  in  some  degree 
what  Mr.  Skelton  says  in  his  "  Hylema."  "  The  bishopric 
of  Bristol  is  one  of  the  lowest  in  point  of  income  amoug  the 
English  sees.  Hence  it  was  that  Dr.  Smalridge,  at  his 
decease,  was  not  able  to  leave  even  a  tolerable  subsistence 
to  his  widow  and  two  daughters."     Mr.  Skeltou  adds  a 
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noble  instance  of  liberality,  wbicb  we  have  nowhere  elstf 
met  with.  '^  In  this  state  of  exigence  those  ladies  were 
visited  by  Mr.  Wainwrightj  who  had  been  some  years 
register  to  that  diocese,  and  had,  by  the  profits  of  his  place, 
and  other  practice  of  the  law,  acquired  3000/.  This  sum, 
his  all,  he  with  diiBculty  prevailed  on  the  widow  and  her 
daughters  to  accept''  Mr.  Skelton  informs  us  that  when 
queen  Caroline  heard  of  this  liberal  act  from  Mrs.  SmaU 
ridge,  she  was  so  pleased  with  Mr.  Wainwright's  conduct^ 
as  to  send  him  to  Ireland,  as  a  baron  of  the  Kxchequer. 

To  Dr.  Smalridge's  publications,  already  mentioned, 
mi^y  be  added  a  volume  of  twelve  ^*  Sermons''  printed  by 
himself  in  1717,  8vo,  and  the  ^*  Sixty  Sermons,"  published 
by  his  widow  in  a  folio  volume,  1726,  of  which  another 
edition  appeared  in  1727.  The  bishop's  widow  died  in 
May  or  June  1729.^ 

^MART  (CIiristopher),  a  poet  of  some,  though  not 
the  highest  celebrity,  was  bom  at  Shipbourne,  in  Kent, 
April  1 1,  1722.  His  father  was  possessed  of  about  three 
hundred  pounds  a  year  in  that  neighbourhood,  and  was 
originally  intended  for  holy  orders.  Why  he  did  not  enter 
« into  holy  orders,  or  what  occupation  he  pursued,  we  are 
not  told,  except  that  at  one  time  he  had  acted  as  steward 
of  the  Kentish  estates  of  lord  Barnard,  afterwards  earl  of 
Darlington.  His  mother  was  a  Miss  Gilpin,  of  the  family 
of  the  celebrated  reformer,  Bernard  Gilpin ;  an  ancestor, 
hy  the  father's  side.  Mr.  Peter  Smart  had  been  a  preben- 
dary of  Durham  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  First,  and  was 
accounted  by  the  puritan  party  as  the  proto-martyr  in  their 
cause,  having  been  degraded  and  deprived  of  all  his  eccle- 
siastical preferments,  fined  five  hundred  pounds,  and  im- 
prisoned eleven  years.  When  restored  to  liberty  by  the 
parliament,  he  appeared  as  a  witness  against  archbishop 
Laud.  The  particular  libel  for  which  he  suffered  is  writ^ 
ten  in  Latin  verse,  and  was  published  in  1643.  This  is 
probably  what  the  author  of  the  life  prefixed  to  Smart's 
poems  (edit.  1791)  calls  '*  an  interesting  narrative  in  a 
pamphlet."  When  our  poet  was  at  school  his  father  died^ 
and  so  much  in  debt,  that  his  widow  was  obliged  to  sell  the 
family  estate  at  a  considerable  loss.  As  he  had,  however, 
received  a  liberal  education,  he  is  said  to  have  communi* 

1  Blog,  Brit^Tatler  and  SpccUtor  with  notes.— Wbitton^t  Life«  aocl  M*. 

Boirs  of  Clarke Bishop  Newloii'i  Lif^.— Nicbolt'i  Atterbury's  Corretpondeiioa. 

-— Skeltoo'f  WorlLs,  ?ol.  V.  p.  543. 
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eated  to  bis  son  a  taste  for  literatare,  and  probably  that 
turn  for  pious  reflection,  which  appears  in  many  of  hia 
poetical  pieces,  and  was  not  interrupted  with  impupity  by 
the  irregularities  of  his  life. 

Smart  was  born  earlier  than  the  usual  period  of  gestation, 
and  to  this  circumstance  his  biographer  ascribes  that  deli* 
cacy  of  constitution  which  rendered  him  unequal  to  the 
indulgences  of  men  of  vigour  and  gaiety.  His  taste  for 
poetry  is  said  to  have  appeared  when  he  was  only  four  years 
old,  in  an  extempore  effusion,  which  has  not  been  pre- 
served, but  which  is  said  to  have  indicated  a  relish  for  verse^ 
and  an  ear  for  numbers.  He  was  educated  at  Maidstone 
until  he  was  eleven  years  old,  at  which  time  his  father 
died,  and  his  mother  was  induced  to  send  him  to  Durham, 
•  where  he  might  enjoy  the  advantages  of  a  good  school, 
change  of  air,  and  what  in  her  circumstances  became  de- 
sirably, the  notice  and  protection  of  his  father^s  relations. 
Who  they  were  we  are  not  toW,  but  young  Smart  was  very 
cordially  received  at  Raby  Castle,  by  lord  Barnard,  and  in 
this  family  obtained  the  friendship  of  the  hon.  Mrs.  Hope, 
and  the  more  substantial  patronage  of  the  late  duchess  of 
Cleveland,  who  allowed  him  forty  pounds  a  year  until  her 
death,  in  1742.  His  gratitude  to  these  noble  personages 
is  amply  testified  by  his  *^  Ode  to  lord  Barnard,*'  whom  he 
particularly  acknowledges  as  one  who  encouraged  his  youth- 
ful studies.  It  was  probably  owing  to  the  liberality  of  the 
same  family  that,  after  he  had  acquired  very  considerable 
reputation  at  Durham  school,  he  was  sent  to  Cambridge, 
in  his  seventeenth  year,  and  admitted  of  Pembroke  Hall, 
Oct.  30,  1739. 

At  college  he  was  much  more  distinguished  for  his  po- 
etical efforts  and  classical  taste  than  for  an  ambition  to 
excel  in  the  usual  routine  of  academical  studies,  and  soon 
became  a  general  favourite  with  such  of  his  contemporaries 
as  were  men  of  gaiety  and  vivacity.  A  convivial  dispo- 
sition led  him  at  the  same  time  to  associate  rather  too  fre- 
quently with  men  of  superior  fortune,  while  pride  kept 
him  from  avowing  his  inability  to  support  their  expences. 
His  ODiy  dependence, was  what  he  derived  from  his  college, 
and  the  allowance  made  to  him  by  the  duchess  of  Cleveland. 
This  imprudence  involved  him  in  difficnities,  from  which 
be  probably  might  have  been  soon  extricated,  if  it  had  not 
induced  an  habitual  neglect  of  pecuniary  matters,  which 
adhered  to  him  throughout  life,  and  a  k>ve  for  convivial 
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enjoyments,  which  afterwards  foroied  the  chief  blot  in  bi« 
character.  In  all  other  respects,  Smart  was  a  man  of  strict 
principle,  and  of  blameless  conduct. 

During  the  early  part  of  his  residence  at  Cambridge  he 
wrote  the  Tripos  poems,  among  his  works,  a  species  of 
composition  of  which  it  is  not  often  that  much  notice  is 
taken,  but  the  merit  of  Smart^s  verses  was  immediately 
aod  generally  acknowledged.  When  afterwards,  by  the 
advice  of  his  friends,  he  offered  himself  as  a  candidate  for 
an  university  scholarship,  he  is  said  to  have  translated 
Pope's  Ode  on  St  Cecilia's  day  into  Latin.  But  this  i$ 
doubted  by  his  biographer,  pn  account  of  the  length  and 
labour  of  the  composition.  He  must,  however,  have  eic- 
ecuted  that  translation  about  this  time,  as  the  applause  it 
received  induced  him  to  turn  his  mind  to  other  translations 
from  the  same  author,  and  to  write  to  him  for  his  advice 
or  approbation,  which  produced  a  correspondence  very 
flattering  on  both  sides.  Smart,  as  a  young  man,  aiming 
at  poetical  honours,  was  gratified  with  the  letters  of  Pope ; 
and  Pope,  who  was  ever  alive  to  extent  of  fame,  was  not 
sorry  to  find  his  works  introduced  on  the  continent  in  a  clas- 
sical form.  Smart  proceeded,  accordingly,  to  translate  the 
^  Essay  on  Criticism/'  of  all  Pope's  writings,  pelrhaps  the 
most  unfit  for  the  purpose;  but  it  brought  him  into  some 
reputation  with  scholars. 

In  1743,  he  was  admitted  to  the  degree  ef  bachelor  of 
arts  ;  and  July  3,  1745,  was  elected  a  fellow  of  Pembroke 
ball.  About  this  time,  he  wrote  a  comedy,  of  which  a  few 
songs  only  remain  ;  and  a  ludicrous  soliloquy  of  the  Prin* 
cess  Periwinkle,  preserved  in  the  Old  Woman's  Magazine. 
The  play  was  called  ^^  A  Trip  to  Cambridge,  or  the  Grate* 
ful  Fair."  The  business  of  the  drama,  says  bis  biographer, 
*^  was  laid  in  bringing  up  an  old  country  baronet  to  admit 
bis  nephew  a  fellow  comniuoner  at  one  of  the  colleges ;  ie 
which  expedition  a  daughter  or  niece  attended.  In  their  ap- 
proach to  the  seat  of  the  Muses,  the  waters  from  a  heavy  rain 
happened  tdbe  out  at  Fenstanton,  which  gave  a  youug  student 
of  Emmanuel  an  opportunity  of  shewing  his  gallantry  as  he 
was  riding  out,  by  jumping  from  his  horse  and  plunging 
into  the  flood  to  rescue  the  distressed  damsel,  who  was  near 
perishing  in  the  stream,  into  which  she  had  fallen  from  ber 
poney,  as  the  party  travelled  on  horseback.  Tbeswaitt 
being  kicky  enough  to  effect  his  purpose,  of  conrse  gained 
an  intereat  ia  the  lady's  faeact»  and  ao  acquaintance  witk 
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tba  rest  of  the  family,  which  be  did  not  (aW  to  cultivate  on 
their  arrival  at  Cambridge,  with  success  as  far  as^he  fair 
one  was  concerned.  To  bring  about  the  consent  of  the 
father  (or  guardian,  for  my  memory  is  not  accurate),  it 
was  contrived  to  have  a  play  acted,  of  which  entertaintnent 
be  was  highly  fond ;  and  the  Norwich  company  luckily 
came  to  Cambridge  just  at  that  time ;  only  one  of  the  ac- 
tors had  been  detained  on  tbe  road ;  and  they  could  not 
perform  the  play  that  night,  unless  the  baronet  would  con-' 
sent  to  take  apart;  which,  rather  than  be  disappointed 
of  bis  favourite  amusement,  he  was  prevailed  upon  to  dd^ 
especially  as  he  was  assured  that  it  would  amount  to  nothing 
more  than  sitting  at  a  great  table,  and  signing  an  instrument^ 
as  a  justice  of  peace  might  sign  a  warrant:  and  having 
been  some  years  of  the  quorum,  he  felt  himself  quite  equat 
to  the  undertaking.  The  uuder-play  to  be  acted  by  the 
Norwich  company  on  this  occasion,  was  the  ^  Bloody  War 
of  the  King  of  Diamonds  with  the.  King  of  Spades;'  add 
the  actors  in  it  came  on  with  their  respective  emblems 
on  their  shoulders,  taken  from  the  suits  of  the  cards  they 
represented.  The  baronet  was  the  king  of  one  of  the  par^ 
ties,  and  in  signing  a  declaration  of  war,  signed  bis  consent 
to  the  marriage  of  his  niece  or  daughter,  and  a  surrender 
of  all  her  fortune."  This  farce  was  acted  at  Fembroke-coU 
lege-hall,  the  parlour  of  which  made  the  green-room. 

In  1747,  SmHft  took  the  degree  of  master  of  arts,  and 
became  a  candidate  for  the  Seatonian  prize,  which  waa 
sdjudged  to  him  for  five  years,  four  of  them  in  succession^ 
The  subjects  of  his  poems  were,  "  The  Eternity,"  March 
?5,  1750.  ^'The  Immensity,"  April  20,  1751.  **  The 
Omniscience,"  Nov.  2,  1752.  «<  The  Power,"  Dec,  5,  1753. 
end  "  The  Goodness  of  the  Supreme  Being,"  Oct.  28, 1755* 
It  is  probable  be  might  have  succeeded  in  the  year  1754, 
but  his  thoughts  were  for  some  time  diverted  by  an  impor* 
tant  change  in  bis  situation.  In  1753  he  quitted  college, 
on  his  marriage  with  Miss  Ann-Maria  Carnan,  the  daughter 
by  a  former  husband  of  Mary  wife  of  the  late  worthy  Mr. 
John  Newbery,  He  had  been  introduced  to  this  gentle*, 
man^s  family  by  Dr.  Burney,  tbe  celebrated  author  of  the 
History  of  Music,  who  composed  several  of  Smart's  songs, 
and  enriched  the  collection  of  his  works  published  in  1791 
with  some  original  compositions  not  generally  known  ta 
.  belong  to  our  poet.  Before  this  time,  Smart  had  occa- 
aioDally  visited  London,  and  had  relinquished  tbe  prospects 
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of  any  regular  profejB&ion.  In  1751  be  publbbed  his  Sea- 
tonian  poem  on  the  ^*  Immensity  of  the  Supreme  Being  :** 
and  about  the  same  time  appears  to  ba^e  been  engaged 
with  Newbery  in  a  general  scheme  of  authorship.  He  had 
a  ready  turn  for  original  composition,  both  in  prose  and 
▼erse,  and  as  Newbery  projected  many  works  in  the  form 
of  periodical  miscellanies,  must  have  been  an  useful  co« 
adjutor.  During  the  years  1750  and  1751  he  was  a  frequent 
contributor  to  the  ^^  Student,  or  Oxford  and  Cambridge 
MiscellanyV*  and  carried  on  at  the  same  time  **  The  Mid- 
wife,  or  the  Old  Woman^s  Magazine,"  a  small  periodical 
pam^pblet,  which  was  published  in  three-penny  numbers, 
and  was  afterwards  collected  into  three  volumes,  12mo. 
StDtirt  and  Newbery  were  almost  the .  sole  writers  in  this 
hst  work,  which  consists  of  short  pieces  in  prose  and  verse, 
mostly  of  the  humorous  kind,  and  generally  in  a  style  of 
humour  which  in  our  more  polished  days  would  be  reckoned 
somewhat  coarse. 

During  the  publication  of  the  **  Midwife,*'  he  wrote  the 
prologue  and  epilogue  to  Othello,  when  acted  at  Drnry- 
lane  theatre  by  th^  Delaval  family  and  their  friends.  Of 
the  importance  of  this  prologue  and  epilogue  he  bad  so  high 
an  opinion,  that  when  he  published  them,  in  March  1751, 
he  added  a  solemn  notice  of  their  being  entered  in  the  hall- 
book  of  the  stationers*  company,  and  threatened  to  prose- 
cute all  persons  who  should  pirate  them,  or  any  part  of 
them.  As  he  affected  to  conceal  his  share  in  the  <^  Midwife,** 
he  permits  that  old  lady  to  copy  these  articles  '<  because  a 
work  of  merit  printed  in  that  Magazine  is  as  a  brilliant  set 
in  goldi,  and  increased,  not  diminished,  in  its  lustre.**  He 
was  now  acquiring  the  various  arts  of  puffing,  and  he  ever 
preserved  a  much  higher  opinion  of  his  works  than  even  his 
best  friends  could  allow  to  b)s  just. — Among  other  sphemes, 
to  which  it  is  to  be  regretted  a  man  of  talents  should  de- 
scend, we  find  him  about  the  beginning  of  1752,  endea- 
vouring to  amuse  the  town  with  a  kind  of  farcical  perform- 
ance, called  the  <<  Old  Woman's  Oratory,"  intended  partly 
to  ridicule  orator  Henley*s  buffooneries,  and  partly  to  pro- 
Biote  the  safe  of  the  Old  Woman's  Magazine.  In  neither 
of  these  was  he  very  successful ;  the  magazine  was  soon 
discontinued  for  want  of  encouragement,  and  Henley  was 
a  man  whose  absurdities  could  be  heightened  only  by 
l^mseir 

Notwithstanding  these  pursuits^  Smart*s  pleasing  manners 
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and  generally  inofiensive  conduct  procored  him  the  friend-^ 
ship  of  Johnson,  Garrick,  Dr.  James,  Dr.  Burney,  and 
other  men  of  literary  eminence  in  that  day.  Garrick  after- 
wards evinced  his  liberalityi  when  Smart  was  in  distress',  by 
giving  him  the  profits  of  a  free  benefit  at  Drury-iane  thea- 
tre, aod  that  it  might  be  the  more  productive,  introduced 
for  the  first  time  the  short  drama  of  the  ''  Guardian/'  in 
which  he  appeared  in  a  principal  character.  Lord  DeiaFal 
^Iso,  to  whom  Smart  had  been  private  tutor  at  Cambridge^ 
and  his  brother,  sir  Francis,  were  among  his  friends,  and 
it  was  at  their  request  he  wrote  the  prologue  and  epilogue 
to  Othello.  In  1752,  he  published  a  collection  of  his  poems 
in4to,  in  an  elegant  and  rather  expensive  form,  and  although 
they  not  only  received  the  praise  due  to  them,  but  the  very 
flattering  decision  that  in  point  of  genius  he  might  rank 
with  Gray  and  Mason,  yet  as  this  opinion  was  qualified  by 
iome  objections,  he  immediately  became  the  implacable 
enemy  of  reviews  and  reviewers.  He  supposed  at  the  same 
time,  what  we  believe  is  very  improbable,  that  Dr.  (after-^ 
wards  sir)  John  Hill  was  the  author  of  the  criticism  on  his 
poems  in  the  Monthly  Review,  and  determined  to  take  his 
revenge  for  this  and  other  offences  committed  by  Hill,  by 
publishing  a  poem  which  had  been  written  previously  to 
this  affair,  entitled  ''  The  Hilliad.''  Of  this,  book  first 
made  its  appearance  accordingly  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1753. 

*^  The  Hilliad,'^  which  is  perhaps  one  of  the  roost  bitter 
satires  ever  published,  would  afford  a  very  unfavourable 
opinion  of  our  author's  character,  had  it  not  been  an  attack 
on  a  man  who  had  rendered  himself  ridiculous  and  con* 
iemptible  by  practising  with  unblushing  effrontery  every 
species  of  literary  and  medical  quackery.  According  to 
'Smart,  Hill  gave  the  first  public  provocation,  in  one  of  bis 
**  Inspectors,"  where  he  accuses  Smart  of^  ingratitude.  Hill 
alledged  that  he  had  been  the  cause  of  Smart's  being 
brought  up  to  town  ;  that  he  had  been  at  all  times  his  friend^ 
and  had  supported  his  character ;  and,  long  before  he  ap- 
peared as  •'Inspector,**  bespoke  well  of  those  pieces,  on 
the  merit  of  which  Smart's  fortune  at  that  time  depended ; 
be  hints  also  among  other  favours,  that  he  had  been  the 
means  of  introducing  him  to  Newbery ;  and  for  all  this,  the 
only  return  Smart  made  was  by  an  abusive  poem,  ^^  a  long 
elaborate  work,  which  he  has  read  at  alehouses  and  cyder 
cellars,  and  if  any  bookseller  will  run  the  risk,  will  publish.'* 
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To  this  1iea?y  aecusatioiiy  Smart  pleaded  not  gtiilty  m 
tcio^  sdemnly  declaring  in  an  advertisement  in  the  Daily 
Gasetteer^  that  he  never  received  the  least  favour  from 
Billy  directly  or  indirectly,  unless  an  invitation  to  dinner^ 
which  he  never  accepted,  might  be  reckoned  such.  He 
denied  at  the  same  time  leaving  ever  been  in  hb  company 
but  twice,  the  first  time  at  Mr.  Newbery%  the  second  at 
Viuxhail  gardens ;  and  asserts  that  Hill  bad  been  his  enemy 
as  ranch  as  it  was  in  his  power,  particularly  in  the  <*  Imper- 
tinent,** another  of  his  papers,  in  which  he  abuses  not  only 
Smart,  but  Fielding,  who  was  his  particular  friend.— -Thi# 
declaration  was  corroborated  by  an  advertisement  from  h<>» 
nest  Newbery,  who  adds^  that  he  introduced  Smart  to  Hill, 
aix  months  after  the  former  had  engaged  with  himself 
(Newbery)  in  business,  when  they  met  as  perfect  strangers. 
With  respect  to  Hill's  assertion  that  he  had  been  the  means 
of  introducing  Smart  to  Mr.  Newbery,  the  latter  declares 
it  to  be  an  absolute  falsehobd. 

The  truth  was,  that  Hill  pretended  to  take  the  part  of 
our  poet  in  the  "  Inspector,**  which  he  was  known  to  write, 
while  he  abused  him  in  the  ^*  Impertinent,**  the  author  of 
which,  he  flattered  himself,  was  not  known.     But  it  was 
among  the  misfortunes  of  this  arch-quack,  although  advan« 
tageous  to  the  public,  that  whatever  disguise  he  put  on  waa 
always  too  thin  to  elude  the  penetration  of  his  contempora- 
ries.    This  trick  in  particular  bad  been  discovered  by  the 
reviewer  of  books  in  the  Gentleman*5  Magazine  five  months 
before  the  ^'  Inspector**  appeared  in   which  he  accused 
Smart  of  ingratitude.    We  are  not  therefore  to  wonder  that 
die  discovery  of  such  malignant  hypocrisy  stimulated  Smart 
to  write  ^^Tbe  Hilliad,**  which,'  it  appears,  he  first  read  or 
circulated  in  manuscript  among  his  friends.     But  whatever 
praise  they  bestowed  on  the  genius  displayed  in  thb  satirof 
they  were  not  pleased  that  he  had  involved  himself  in  a  war 
of  obloquy  with  one  whom  to  conquer  was  to  exceed  in  the 
worst  part  of  his  character ;  and  Smart  probably  listened  to 
their  opinions,  for  he  published  no  more  of  the  Hilliad. 
Hill  had  the  credit  of  writing  a  Smartiad,  which  served  no 
other  purpose  than  to  set  ofi*  the  merit  of  the  other. 

In- 1754,  Smart  published  the  Seatonian  prize  poem  on 
the  "  Power,**  andin  1756,  that  on  the  "  Goodness  of  the 
Supreme  Being ;  and  in  the  same  year,  his  <<  Hjrmn  to  the 
Supreme  Being,**  on  recovery  from  a  dangerous  fit  of  ill- 
ness, which  illness  seems  to  have  filled  up  the  space  belweett 
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the  yeari  1754  and  part  of  1756.  "Though  the  fortune,'* 
says  his  biographer,  "  as  well  as  the  constitution  of  Mr. 
Smart,  required  the  utmost  care,  he  was  equally  negligent 
in  the  management  of  both,  and  his  various  and  repeated 
embarrassments  acting  upon  an  imagination  uncoiAmonly 
fervid,  produced  temporary  alienations  of  mind ;  which  at 
last  yvexe  attended  with  paroxysms  so  violent  and  continued 
as  to  render  confinement  necessary.  In  this  melancholy 
state,  his  family,  for  he  had  now  two  children,  must  have 
been  much  embarrassed  in  their  circumstances,  but  for  the 
kind  friendship  and  assistance  of  Mr.  Newbery.  Many  other 
of  Mr.  Smart's  acquaintance  were  likewise  forward  in  their 
services;  and  particularly  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson,  who,  on 
the  first  approaches  of  Mr.  Smart's  malady,  wrote  several 
papers  foi^  a  periodical  publication  in  which  that  gentleman 
was  concerned,  to  secure  his  claim  to  a  share  in  the  profits 
of  it." 

The  publication  alluded  to,  was  the  "  Universal  Visitor 
and  Memorialist,"  published  by  Gardner,  a  bookseller  in 
the  Strand.  Smart,  and  Rolt,  a  political  writer,  are  said 
to  have  entered  into  an  engagement  to  write  for  this 
liiagazine,  and  for  no  other  work  whatever;  for  this  they 
were  to  have  a  third  of  the  profits,  and  the  contract  was  to 
be  binding  for  ninety-nine  years.  To  Boswell's  Life  o( 
Johnson,  we  find  this  contract  diseussed  with  more  gravity 
than  it  seems  to  deserve.  It  was  probably  a  contrivance  of 
Gardner's  to  secure  the  services  of  two  irregular  men  for  a 
certain  period.  Johnson,  however,  wrote  a  few  papers  for 
our  poet,  *^  not  then,"  he  added,  <<  knowing  the  terms  on 
which  Smart  was  engaged  to  write,  and  thinking  I  was  do- 
ing him  good.  I  hoped  his  wits  would  soon  return  to  him. 
Mine  returned  to  me,  and  I  wrote  in  the  Universal  Visitor 
no  longer^"  The  publication  ceased  in  about  two  years 
from  its  commencement. 

Smart's  madness,  according  to  Dr.  Johnson's  account, 
diiicovered  itself  cEiefly  in  unnecessary  deviations  from  the 
usual  modes  of  the  world,  in  things  that  are  not  improper 
in  themselves.  He  would  fall  upon  his  knees  and  say  bis 
prayers  in  the  street,  or  in  any  unusual  place,  and  insisted 
Qn  people  praying  with  him.  His  habits  were  alfto  remark* 
ably  slovenly,  but  he  bad  not  often  symptoms  of  dangerous 
lunacy,  and  the  principal  reason  of  bis  confinement  was  to 
give  his  constitution  a  chance  of  recovering  from  the  effects 
pf  intemperance.  After  hia  release,  when  bis  mind  appeared 
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lo  be  in  some  measare  restored,  be  took  a  pleasant  lodging 
in  tbe  neighbourhood  of  8c.  James's  park,  and  conducted 
bis  affairs  for  some  time  with  prudence.  He  was  maintained 
partly  by  bis  literary  occupations,  and  partly  by  tbe  gene- 
rosity of  bis  friends,  receiving,  among  other  benefactions, 
fifty  pounds  a  year  from  tbe  treasury,  but  by  whose  interest 
his  biographer  has  not  been  able  to  discover.— ^In  1757  he 
published  a  prose  translation  of  the  works  of '' Horace.'* 
From  this  performance  he  could  derive  little  fame.  He 
professes,  indeed,  that  he  had  been  encouraged  to  think 
that  such  a  translation  would  be  useful  to  those  who  are  de- 
sirous of  acquiring  or  recovering  a  competent  knowledge 
of  the  Latin  tongue,  but  the  injury  done  to  learners  by 
literal  translations  wiis  at  this  time  too  generally  acknow-* 
ledged  to  allow  him  the  full  force  of  this  apology. 

In  what  manner  he  lived  for  some  time  after  this,  we  are 
not  lold.  It  was  in  1759  that  Garrick  gave  him  the  profits 
of  a  benefit  before  mentioned,  when  it  appears  that  he  was 
Again  involved  in  pecuniary  distresses.  In  1763,  he  pub* 
iished  *^  A  Song  to  David,*'  in  which  there  are  some  pas- 
sages of  more  majestic  animation  than  in  any  of  his  former 
pieces,  and  others  in  which  the  expression  is  mean,  and 
the  sentiments  unworthy  of  the  poet  or  the  subject.  These 
inequalities  will  not,  however,  surprize  the  reader  when  be 
is  told  that  this  piece  was  composed  by  him  during  his  con- 
finement, when  he  was  debarred  tbe  use  of  pen,  ink,  and 
paper,  and  was  obliged  to  indent  his  lines  with  the  end  of  a 
key,  upon  the  wainscot.  This  poem  was  not  admitted  into 
the  edition  of  his  works  published  in  1791,  but  a  fragment 
has  been  printed  in  tbe  late  edition  of  the  English  Poets. 

In  tbe  same  year  he  published  a  small  miscellany  of  ^*  Po- 
ems on  several  occasions,'*  at  the  conclusion  of  which  he 
complains  again  of  tbe  reviewers,  and  betrays  that  irritabi- 
lity of  self-conceit  which  is  frequently  observed  to  precede, 
and  sometimes  to  accompany  derangement  of  mind.  In 
other  respects  these  poems  added  little  to  his  fame,  and, 
except  one  or  two,  have  not  been  reprinted.  In  1764,  be 
published  **  Hannah,*'  an  oratorio,  the  music  of  which  was 
composed  by  Worgan,  and  soon  after  in  the  same  year, 
**  An  Ode  to  the  Earl  of  Northumberland,"  on  his  being 
appointed  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  with  some  other  pieces. 
In  all  these  his  imagination,  although  occasionally  fine, 
went  often  into  wild  excesses,  and  evinced  that  his  mind 
bad  never  recovered  its  sober  tone. 
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In  bis  iDtenraU  of  health  and  regularity,  be  fttill  conti^ 
nued  to  write,  and  aitboagh  he  perhaps  formed  too  high  an 
Qpinioa  of  bis  effusions,  be  spared  no  labour  wber^  employ- 
ed by  the  booksellers,  and  formed,  in  conjunction  with  them^ 
many  scbeiDes  of  literary  industry  which  he  did  not  live  to 
accomplish.  In  1765,  he  published  <<  A  Poetical  Transla* 
tion  of  the  Fables  of  Phaedrus,'^  with  the  appendix  of  Gu- 
dius,  and  an  accurate  original  text  on  the  opposite  page. 
This  translation  appears  tor  be  execute  with  neatness  and 
fidelity,  but  has  uerer  become  popular.  His  ^^Translation 
of  the  Psalms,"  which  followed  in  the  same  year,  affords  a 
melancholy  proof  of  want  of  judgment  and  decay  of  powers. 
Many  of  his  psalms  Scarcely  rise  above  the  level  of  Stern- 
bold  and  Hopkins,  and  they  had  the  additional  disadvantage 
of  appearing  at  the  same  time  with  Merrick*s  more  correct 
and  chaste  translation.  In  1767,  our  poet  republished  his 
Horace,  with  a  metrical  translation,  in  which,  although  we 
&od  abundance  of  inaccuracies,  irregular  rhymes  and  re.* 
dundancies,  there  are  some  passages  conceived  in  the  truef 
spirit  of  the  original. 

His  last  publication,  in  1768,  exhibited  a  more  striking 
proof  of  want  of  judgment  than  any  of  his  late  performances. 
It  was  entitled  ^^  The  Parables  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesos 
Christ.  Done  into  familiar  verse,  with  occasional  applica- 
tions for  the  use  of  younger  minds.^^  This  was  dedicated 
to  Master  Bonpel  George  Thornton,  a  child  of  three  years 
old,  and  is  written  in  that  species  of  verse  which  wo^ld  be 
tolerated  only  in  the  nursery.  In  what  manner  he  lived 
during  his  latter  years,  his, biographer  has  not  informed  us; 
but  at  length  he  was  confined  for  debt  in  the  King*s-benph 
#  prison,  the  rules  of  which  were  obtained  for  him  by  his 
brother-ih-Iaw,  Mr.  Thomas  Carnan.  Here  he  died  after 
a  short  illness  occasioned  by  a  disorder  in  his  liver.  May  1 8^ 
1.770,  leaving  two  daughters,  who,  with  bis  widow,  were 
long  settled  at  Reading,  and  by  their  prudent  management 
of  the  bookselling  trade,  transferred  to  them  by  the  late  Mr. 
John  Newbery,  were  enabled  to  maintain  a  very  respecta-  * 
ble  rank  in  life. 

In  1791,  a  collection  of  his  poetical  pieces  was  formed^ 
to  which  were  prefixed  some  memoirs  of  his  life  collected 
from  his  relations.  Of  these  much  use  has  been  made  in 
the  present  sketchy  but  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  em- 
ploy considerable  research  in  supplying  the  want  of  proper 
dates,  and  other  circumstaDces  iUustratiye  of  the  literary 
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character  of  a  man  who,  with  all  his  failings,  had  manj 
amiable  qualities.  Of  bis  personal  cbaracter,  the  follow- 
ing particulars  yet  remain  to  be  added  from  the  Memoirs. 

**  His  piety  was  exemplary  and  fervent ;  it  may  not  be 
uninteresting  to  the  reader  id  be  told,  that  Mr.  Smart,  in 
composing  the  religious  poems,  was  frequently  so  impressed 
with  the  sentiment  of  devotion,  as  to  write  particular  pas* 
sages  on  his  knees.  He  was  friendly,  aflFectionate,  and 
liberal  to  excess ;  so  as  often  to  give  that  to  others,  of 
which  he  was  in  the  utmost  want  himself;  he  was  also  par*> 
ticularly  engaging  in  conversation,  when  his  6rst  shyness 
was  W4>rn  away ;  which  he  bad  in  common  with  literary  noen, 
but  in  a  very  remarkable  degree.  Having  undertaken  to 
introduce  bis  wife  to  my  lord  Darlington,  with  whom  he 
was  well  acquainted;  he  had  no  sooner  mentioned  her 
name  to  his  lordship,  than  he  retreated  suftdenly,  as  if 
stricken  with  a  panic,  from  the  room,  and  from  tfae  house^ 
leaving  her  to  follow  overwhelmed  with  confusion.  As 
an  instance  of  the  wit  of  bis  conversation,  the  following 
extemporary  spondaic,  descriptive  of  the  three  Bedels  of 
the  university,  who  were  at  that  time  all  very  fat  men,  is 
still  remembered  by  his  academical  acquaintance.  , 

Pinguia  tergeminorum  abdomina  BedeUcmun. 

*^  This  line.be  afterwards  inserted  in  one  of  bis  poems  for 
the  Tripos.*' 

As  a  poet.  Smart  exhibits  indubitable  proofs  of  genids, 
hot  few  of  a  correct  taste,  and  appears  to  have  seldom  ex- 
ercised much  labour,  or  employed  cool  judgment  in  pre- 
paring his  works  for  the  public.  Upon  the  whole,  there* 
fore,  be  is  most  successful  in  his  lighter  pieces,  bis  Odeiy 
Song^  and  Fables.  His  Fables  are  entitled  to  high  praise, 
for  ease  of  versification  and  delicacy  of  humour,,  and  al- 
though he  may  have  departed  from  the  laws  which  some 
critics  have  imposed  on  this  species  9f  composition,  by 
giving  reason  to  inanimate  objects,  it  will  be  difficult  by 
any  laws  to  convince  the  reader  that  be  ought  not  to  be  de- 
lighted with  the  *^  Tea-pot  and  the  Scrubbing  Brush,''  the 
**  Bag-wig,  and  the  Tobacco-pipe,"  or  the  **  Brocaded 
gown  and  the  Linen  rag." 

In  his  religious  poems,  written  for  the  Seatonian  prize, 
there  is  much  to  commend,  and  where  we  are  most  disposed 
to  blame,  the  fault  perhaps  is  in  the  expectation  that  suc^^ 
subjects  can  be  treated  with  advantage.    In  the  preface  to 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


S6  .SMART. 

his  Ode  to  St.  Cecilia,  be  allows  tha(  **  the  choosing  too 
high  subjects  has  been  the  ruin  of  many  a  tolerable  genius;** 
and  Dr.  Johnson,  with  majestic  energy,  remariis,  that 
**  whatever  is  great,  desirable,  or  tremendous^  is  comprized 
in  the  name  of  the  Supreme  Being.  -  Omnipotence  cannot 
be  exalted;  Infinity  cannot  be  amplified ;  Perfection  can- 
not be  improved.''  Of  this  Smart  seems  to  have  been 
aware,  although  ambition  and  interest,  neither  illaudable  in 
his  circumstances,  prompted  him  to  make  ari  attempt,  in 
which,  whatever  his  success,  he  was  allowed  to  excel  his 
rivals.* 

SMEATON  (John),  a  very  celebrated  mechanic  and 
civil  engineer,  was  born  May  28,  1724,  at  Austhorpe  near 
Leeds,  where  his  relations^  still  reside.  From  his  early 
childhood  he  discovered  a  strong  propensity  to  the  arts  in 
which  he  afterwards  excelled,  was  more  delighted  in  talk* 
ing  with  workmen  than  in  playing  with  other  boys ;  and 
surprised,  or  occasionally  alarmed  his  friends  by  mechani- 
cal efforts  disproportioned  to  his  years;  sometimes  being 
at  the  summit  of  a  building  to  erect  a  kind  of  mill,  and 
sometimes  at  the  side  of  a  well,  employed  in  the  construc- 
tion of  a  pump.  When  he  was  about  fourteen  or  fifteen 
he  had  constructed  a  lathe  to  turn  rose-work,  and  pre- 
sented many  of  his  friends  wi^i  specimens  of  its  operation 
in  wood  and  ivory.  **  In  the  year  1742,*'  says  his  biogra- 
pher, ^*  I  spent  a  month  at  his  father's  house,  and  being 
intended  myself  for  a  mechanical  employment,  and  a  few 
years  younger  than  be  was,  I  could  uot  but  view  his  works 
with  astonishment.  He  forged  his  iron  and  steel,  and 
melted  bis  metal ;  he  had  tools  of  every  sort  for  working  in 
wood,  ivory,  and  metals.  He  had  made  a  lathe  by  which 
he  had  cut  a  perpetual  screw  in  brass,  a  thing  little  known 
at  that  day,  and  which,  I  believe,  was  the  invention  of  Mr. 
Henry  Hindley  of  York,  with  whom  I  served  my  appren- 
ticeship. Mr.  Hindley  was  a  man  of  the  most  communi- 
cative disposition,  a  great  lover  of  mechanics,  and  of  the 
most  fertile  genius*  Mr.  Smeaton  soon  became  acquainted 
with  him,  and  they  spent. many  a  night  at  Mr.  Hihdiey's 
house,  Hill  day-light,  conversing  on  those  subjects." 

The  father  of  Mr,  Smeaton  was  an  attorney,  and  wished 
to  bring  him  up  to  the  same  profession.     Mr.  Smeaton 

<  Life  preSxed  to  hit  Worki,  edit  1791.— JohotOQ  and  Chalfaert'i  Saflilll 
Poetif  1810,  81  ToU,  SvQ. 
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thereforei  came  up  to  London  ip  1742,  and  attended  tbe 
courts  in  Westminster-hall ;  but,  finding  that  tbe  law  did 
not  suit  the  bent  of  bis  genius,  be  wrote  a  strong  aiemorial 
on  the  subj.ect  to  bis  father,  who  baid  tbe  good  sense  to 
allow  him  from  that  time  to  pursue  tbe  path  which  nature 
pointed  for  him.  Early  in  1750  he  bad  lodgings  in  Turn- 
stile, Holborn,  and  was  commencing  the  business  of  a  ma* 
thematical-instrument-maker.  In  1751  be  invented  a  ma- 
chine to  measure  a  ship's  way  at  sea,  and  a  compass  of 
peculiar  construction,  touched  by  Dr.  Knight's  artificial 
magnets :  and  made  two  voyages  with  Dr.  Knight,  to  as-* 
certain  tbe  merit  pf  his  contrivances.  In  1753  be  was 
elected  a  fellow  of  the  Royal  Society,  and  tbe  number  of 
bis  papers  inserted  in  tbe  Transactions  of  that  body  suffi- 
ciently evinces  bow  highly  he  deserved  that  distinction. 
In  1759  be  received,  by  {in  unanimous  vote,  their  gold 
medal,  for  his  paper  entitled  '<  An  Experimental  Enquiry 
.  concerning  the  natural  Powers  of  Wind  and  Water  to  turn 
Mills,  and  other  Machines  depending  on  a  circular  Mo- 
tion.** This  paper,  be  says,  was  tbe  result  of  experiments 
made  on  working  models,  in  1752  and  1753,  but  not  com- 
mc^nicated  to  the  society  till  1759;  before  which  time  he 
had  not  an  opportunity  of  putting  tbe  effect  of  these  ex- 
periments into  real  practice,  in  a  variety  of  cases,  and  for 
various  purposes,  so  as  to  assure  the  society  that  be  had 
found  them  to  answer.  These  experiments  discovered  that 
wind  and  water  could  be  made  to  do  one-third  more  than 
was  before  known,  and  they  were  made,  we  may  observe, 
in  bis  27th  and  28th  years. 

In  1754  he  visited  Holland,  and  travelling  on  foot,  or  in 
tbe  trechschuyts,  made  himself  acquainted  with  most  of 
the  works  of  art  in  the  Low  Countries.  In  December  1752 
the  Eddystone  lighthouse  was  burned  down,  and  Mr. 
Smeaton  was  recommended  to  the  proprietor,  by  lord 
Macclesfield,  then  president  of  the  Royal  Society,  as  tbe 
person  best  qualified  to  rebuild  it.  This  great  work  he 
undertook  immediately,  and  completed  it  in  the  summer 
of  1759.  An  ample  and  most  interesting  account  is  given 
of  the  whole  transaction  in  a  folio  volume,  published  by 
himself,  in  1791,  entitled  ^^  A  narrative  of  tbe  building, 
and  a  description  of  tbe  construction  of  tbe  Eddystone 
Lighthouse  with  stone,  to  which  is  subjoined  an  Appen- 
dix, giving  some  account  of  the  Lighthouse  on  the  Spuni 
Point,  built  upon  a  sand.     By  John  Smeaton,  civil  en- 
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gipeer,  F.ILS.*'  This' publication  fliay  be  considered  •« 
containing  an  accumte  history  of  four  years  of  his  life^  in 
which  the  originality  of  his  genius,  with  his  great  alacrity, 
industry,  and  perseverance,  are  fuUy  displayed.  It  con- 
tains also  an  account  of  the  former  edifices  constructed  in 
that  place,  and  is  made,  by  the  ingenuity  of  the  writer, 
an  eutei^aining,  as  well  as  an  instructive  work. 

Indeed  his  building  the  Eddy  stone  lighthouse,  were  theee 
no  other  monument  of  bis  fame,  would  establish  his  cha- 
racter. The  Eddystone  rocks  have  obtained  their  name 
from  the  great  variety  of  contrary  sets  of  the  tide  or  cur- 
rent in  their  vicinity.  They  are  situated  nearly  S.  S.  W. 
from  the  middle  of  Plymouth  Sound.  Their  distance  from 
the  port  of  Plymouth  is  about  14  miles.  They  are  almost 
in  the  line  which  joins  the  Start  and  the  Lizard  points; 
and  as  they  lie  nearly  in  the  direction  of  vessels  coasting 
up  and  down  the  channel,  they  were  unavoidably,  before 
the  establishment  of  a  lighthouse  there,  very  dangerous, 
and  often  fatal  to  ships.  Their  situation  with  regard  to  the 
Bay  of  Biscay  and  the  Atlantic  is  such,  that  they  lie  open 
to  the  swells  of  the  bay  and  ocean,  from  all  the  south- 
western points  of  the  compass ;  so  that  all  the  heavy  seas 
firom  the  south-west  quarter  come  uncontrouled  upoq  the 
Eddystone  rocks,  and  break  upon  them  with  the  utmost 
fury.  Sometimes,  when  the  sea  is  to  all  appearance  smooth 
and  even,  and  its  surface  unruffled  by  the  slightest  breeze, 
the  ground  swell  meeting  the  slope  of  the  rocks,  the  sea 
beats  upon  them  in  a  frightful  manner,  so  as  not  only  to 
obstruct  any  work  being  done  on  the  rock,  9r  even  land- 
ing upon  it,  when,  figuratively  speaking,  you  might  go  to 
sea  in  a  walnut-shell.  That  circumsunces  fraught  witli 
danger  surrounding  it  should  lead  mariners  to  wuh  for  a 
lighthouse,  is  not  wonderful;  but  the  danger  attending 
the  erection  leads  us  to  wonder  that  any  one  could  be 
found  hardy  enough  to  undertake  it.  Such  a  man  was 
first  found  in  %he  person  of  Mr.  H.  Winstanley,  who,  in 
1696,  was  furnished  by  the  Trinity- house  with  the  neces- 
sary powers.  In  1700  it  was  finished;  but  in  the  great 
storm  of  November  1703,  it  was  destroyed,  and  the  pro- 
jector perished  in  the  ruins.  In  1709  another,  upon  » 
different  construction)  was  erected  by  a  Mr.  Rudyerd, 
which,  in  1755,  was  unfortunately  consumed  by  fire.  The 
next  building  was  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Smeaton,  who, 
tiaving  considered  the  errors  of  the  former  oonstrucliniiia 
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has  judicioasly  guarded  ^gainft  tbem,  and  erected  a  bnild^ 
iog,  the  demolition  of  which  teems  little  to  be  dreaded, 
iinlesf  the  rock  on  which  i(  is  erected  should  perish  with  it. 
But  although  Mr.  Sfneaton  completed  the  building  of  the 
Eddystone  lighthouse  in  a  manner  that  did  hiip  so  much 
credit,  it  does  not  appear  that  he  soon  got  ipto  full  busi- 
ness as  a  civil  engineer;  for  in  1764,  while  he  was  in 
Yorkshire,  he  dffen^  himself  a  candidate  for  the  place  of 
one  of  the  receivers  of  the  Dferwentwater  estate.  This 
place  was  conferred  upon  him  at  a  full  board  in  Greenwich 
hospital,  the  last  day  of  tbe  same  year,  notwithstanding  a 
powerful  opposition.  He  was  very  serviceable  in  it,  by 
improving  the  mills,  and  the  estates  belonging  to  the  hos- 
pital; but  in  1775  his  private  business  was  so  much  in- 
creased that  he  wished  to  resign,  though  he  was  prevailed 
.upon  to  hold  it  two  years  longer.  He  was  now  concerned 
in  many  important  public  vrorks.  He  made  the  river  Calder 
navigable ;  a  work  that  re<)uired  great  skill  and  judgment, 
4>n  account  of  the  very  impetuous  floods  to  which  that 
river  is  liable.  He  planned  and  superintended  the  execu- 
tion of  the  great  canal  in  Scotland)  which  joins  the  two 
seas  ;  and  was  supposed  to  prevent  the  fidling  of  London- 
bridge,  when  that  event  was  apprehended,  on  the  opening 
of  the  great  arch.  In  1771  he  became  joint  proprietor, 
with  his  friend  Mr.  Holmes,  of  the  works  for  supplying 
Greenwich  and  Deptford  with  water,  an  undertaking  which 
they  succeeded  in  making  useful  to  the  public  and  bene- 
ficial to  the  proprietors,  which  it  had  never  been  before. 
Mr.  Smeaton,  in  the  course  of  his  employments,  con- 
structed a  vast  variety  of  mills,  to  the  entire  satisfaction 
and  great  advantage  of  the  owners;  and  be  improved  what- 
ever be  took  under  his  consideration,  of  the  mechanical  or 
philosophical  kind.  Among  many  instances  of  this,  we 
may  mention  his  improvements  in  the  air-pump,  the  pyro- 
meter, the  hygrometer,  and  the  steam  engine.  He  was 
constantly  consulted  in  parliament,  and  frequently  in  the 
courts  of  law  on  difficult  questions  of  science ;  and  his 
strength  of  judgment,  perspicuity  of  expression,  and  strict 
integrity,  always  appeared  on  those  occasions  to  the  highest 
advantage.  About  1785,  finding  his  heakh  begin  to  de- 
cKne,  Mr.  Smeaton  wished  as  much  as  possible  to  with- 
draw himself  from  business,  and  to  employ  bis  leisnre  in 
dmwiog  up  and  publishing  an  account  of  his  principal  in- 
Mntiens  and  works.    His  narrative  of  the  Eddystone  )igbt>- 
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house,  already  metitioned,  was  a  part  of  this  design^  and 
the  ooly  part  which  be  was  able  to  complete.  Notwith- 
standing  bis  wbb  to  retire  from  busioess^  be  could  not  re- 
sist the  solicitation  of  his  friend  Mr.  Aubert,  then  cbairman 
of  the  trustees  for  Ramsgate  harbour,  to  accept  the  plac« 
of  engineer  to  that  harbour ;  and  the  improvements  actually 
made,  as  well  as  bis  report  published  by  the  trustees  in 
1791,  evince  the  attention  which  he  paid  to  that  important 
business. 

On  the  16tb  of  September  17t2,  Mr.  Smeaton  was  sud- 
denly struck  with  paralysis,  as  he  was  walking  in  his  gar- 
den at  Austborpe,  and  remaining  in  a  very  infirm  state, 
though  in  full  possession  of  his  faculties,  died  on  the  28th 
of  the  ensuing  month.  The  character  of  this  celebrated 
engineer  may  properly  be  given  in  the  words  of  bis  friend 
Mr.  Holmes.  ^^  Mr.  Smeaton  had  a  warmth  of  expression, 
that  might  appear  to  those  who  did  not  know  him  to  border 
.on  harshness,  but  those  more  intimately  acquainted  with 
him,  knew  it  arose  from  the  intense  application  of  his 
mind,  which  was  always  in  the  pursuit  of  truth,  or  engaged 
in  investigating  difficult  subjects.  He  would  sometimes 
•break  out  hastily,  when  any  thing  was  said  that  did  not 
tally  with  bis  ideas ;  and  he  would  not  give  up  any  thing 
he  argued  for,  till  his  mind  was  convinced  by  sound  rea- 
soning. In  all  the  social  duties  of  life,  he  was  exemplary ; 
he  was  a  most  afiectionate  husband,  a  good  father,  a  warm, 
•zealous,  and  sincere  friend,  always  ready  to  assist  those 
he  respected,  and  often  before  it  was  pointed  out  to  him 
in  what  way  he  could  serve  them.  He  was  a  lover  and 
•encourager  of  merit,  wherever  he  found  it ;  and  many  men 
•are  in  a  great  measure  indebted  for  their  present  situation 
to  his  assistance  and  advice.  As  a  companion  he  was  al- 
ways entertaining  and  instructive ;  and  none  could  spend 
their  time  in  his  company  without  improvement.  <^As  a 
man,*'  adds  Mr.  H.  ^<  I  always  admired  and  respected  him, 
and  his  memory  will  ever  be  most  dear  to  me."  A  second 
edition  of  bis  narrative  of  the  Eddystone,  was  published  in 
1793,  under  the  revisal  of  his  friend  Mr.  Aubert:  but 
without  any  addition.  The  papers  of  Mr.  Smeaton  were 
purchased  of  his  executors  by  sir  Joseph  Banks,  under  the 
■Voluntary  promise  of  accounting  to  them,  for  the  profits 
of  whatever  should  be  published.  Accordingly  under  the 
inspection  of  a  society  of  civil  engineers,  founded  ori- 
ginally by  Mr.  Smeaton,  three  4to  volumes  of  his  reports 
have  been  published  1797^  &c.  with  a  life  prefixed. 
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During  many  years  of  bis  life,  Mr.  Smeaton  was  a  con«- 
stant  attendant  on  parliament,  bis  opinion  being  continu- 
ally called  for.  And  bere  his  natural  strength  of  judgment 
and  perspicuity  of  expression  bad  tbeir  full  display.  It 
was  bis  constant  practice,  wben  applied  to,  to  plan  or 
support  any  measure,  to  make  himself  fully  acquainted 
with  it,  and  be  convinced  of  its  merits,  before  he  would 
be  concerned  in  it.  By  this  caution,  joined  to  the  clear- 
ness of  his  description,  and  the  integrity  of  bis  heart,  ha 
seldom  failed  having  the  bill  be  supported  carried  into  an 
act  of  parliament.  No  person  was  beard  with  more  atten- 
tion, nor  bad  any  one  ever  more  confidence  placed  in  his 
testimony.  In  the  courts  of  law  he  bad  several  compli- 
ments paid  to  him  from  the  bench,  by  the  late  lord  Mans- 
field and  others,  on  account  of  the  new  light  he  threw 
upon  difficult  subjects.^ 

SMELLIE  (William),  M.  D.  an  eminent  accoucheur, 
was  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  after  some  practice  in  his 
country,  settled  in  the  early  part  of  the  last  century  in 
London.  He  was  principally  celebrated  as  a  teacher,  hav- 
ing instructed,  as  be  informs  us  in  his  practice,  nearly  a 
thousand  pupils,  who  assisted,  whilst  attending  his  lectures, 
eleven  hundred  and  fifty  poor  women.  The  women  were 
supported,  by  a  subscription  among  the  pupils,  during 
their  lying-in.  Dr.  Smellie  was  the  first  writer  who  con- 
sidered the  shape  and  size  of  the  female  pelvis,  as  adapted 
to  the  bead  of  the  foetus,  and  who  ascertained  the  position 
of  the  latter  during  the  period  of  gestation ;  and  bis  opi- 
nion has  been  confirmed  by  later  writers,  particularly  by 
Dr.  Hunter,  who  had  several  opportunities  of  dissecting 
women  who  died  undelivered,  at  different  periods  of  their 
pregnancy.  He  also  i-ntroduced  many  improvements  in 
delivery  and  in  the  use  of  instruments,  and  abolished  many 
superstitious  notions,  and  erroneous  customs,  that  prevailed 
in  the  management  of  women  in  labour,  and  of  the^  chil- 
dren ;  and  he  bad  the  satisfaction  to  see  the  greater  pare 
of  his  aaaxims  adopted,  not  only  in  this  island,  but  by  the 
most  respectable  practitioners  in  the  greater  part  of 
Europe. 

In  1752  be  published  his  lectures;  having  spent,  as  he 
says,  six  years  in  digesting  and  improving  them,  under 
the  title  of  a  <^  Treatise  of  Midwifery,"  in  one  volume,  8vo. 

I  IMe  prefixed  to  bit  iUpai:ts.-*HiUtoik*i  Piot, 
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This  was  followed  ia  1754,  by  a  volume  of  cases,  intended 
to  illustrate  the  method  of  practice  recommended  in  the 
treatise.  These  were  very  soon  translated  into  French  b/ 
Mons.  Preville,  who  assigns  as  a  motive  for  the  undertake 
ing,  the  high  character  the  author  enjoyed  on  the  conti-% 
nent.  Smellie  mentions,  in  the  preface  to  his  volume  of 
cases,  his  intention  of  publishing  a  second  volume,  to  con« 
tain  a  collection  of  cases  in  preternatural  labours,  which 
would  complete  bis  plan.  This  volume  did  not  appear 
until  about  five  years  after  hb  death,  namely,  in  1768« 
<<  Some  years  ago,*'  the  editor  says,  *<  the  author  retired 
lirom  business  in  London,  to  his  native  country,  where  he 
employed  his  leisure  hours  in  methodizing  and  revising  his 
papers,  and  in  finishing  his  collection  of  cases  for  this  pub* 
lication*  The  manuscript  was  transmitted  to  the  person 
who  prepared  the  two  former  volumes  for  the  press,  and 
even  delivered  to  the  printer,  when  the  doctor  died  ad-  * 
vanced  in  years,  in  1763,  at  his  own  house  near  Lanerk  in 
North  Britain.  This,  with  the  two  former  volumes,*'  the 
editor  continues  to  say,  ^*  we  may  venture  to  call  a  com- 
plete system  of  midwifery.  It  is  the  fruit  of  forty  years 
experience,  enriched  with  ^n  incredible  variety  of  prac* 
tice,  and  contains  directibns  and  rules  of  conduct  to  be 
observed  in  every  case  that  can  possibly  occur  in  the  exer** 
cise  of  the  abstetric  art ;  rules  that  have  not  been  deduced 
from  the  theory  of  a  heated  imagination,  but  founded  on 
solid  observation,  confirmed  by  mature  reflection,  and 
reiterated  experience."  This  opinion  of  the  merit  of  the 
author,  and  bis  work,  has  been  confirmed  by  the  general 
suflfrage  of  the  public. 

In  1754,  this  author  published  a  set  of  <<  Anatomical 
tables,*'  with  explanations,  and  an  abridgment  of  his  prac- 
tice of  midwifery,  with  a  view  to  illustrate  still  farther  his 
treatise  on  that  subject.  The  plates  are  thirty-siss  in  num- 
ber, largS  folio.  The  figares  are  of  the  size  of  nature^ 
and  principally  taken  from  subjects  prepared  for  the  pur- 
pose. Twenty-five  of  them  were  drawn  and  engraved  by 
M.  Rymsdyke.  In  forming  the  remaining  eleven,  the 
author  acknowledges  he  received  considerable  assistance 
from  the  late  professor  Camper. 

This  author  had  the  fate  of  almost  all  ingenious  men,  to 

^excite  the  indignation  of  some  of  his  contemporaries.     The 

most  formidable  of  these  was  Dr.  William  Burton,  practi- 

tibner  of  midwifery  at  York,  who  attacked  him  with  great 
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acrimony ;  and  Dr.  William  Dougks,  who  styles  himsetf 
physician  extraordinary  to  the  prince  of  Wales,  and  man« 
midwife,  addressed  two  lettets  to  Dr.  Smellie,  in  1748,  ac- 
cusing him  of  degrading  the  profession,  by  teaching  mid- 
wifery at  a  very  low  price,  and  giving  certificates  to  pupila 
who  bad  only  attended  him  a  few  weeks,  by  which  means 
the  number  of  practitioners  was  enormously  multiplied^ 
and  many  improper  persons  admitted.     Apothecaries,  he 
says,  resorted  to  the  doctor,  from  various  parts  of  the 
country,  and  at  the  end  of  two  or  three  weeks,  returned 
lo  their  shops,  armed  with  diplomas  signed  by  the  professor^ 
auesting  their  proficiency  in  the  art.    These  were  framed 
and  bung  up  in  the  most  conspicuous  parts  of  their  houses^ 
and  were,  without  doubt,   surveyed  with  veneration  by 
their  patients.     ^*  In  your  bills,^*  he  says,  '*  you  set  forth 
that  you  giv*e  a  universal  lecture  in  midwifery  for  half  %■ 
guinea,  or  four  lectures  for  a  guinea.**     In  these  universal 
lectures,  the  whole  mystery  of  the  art  was  to  be  unfolded. 
He  charges  him  also  with  hanging  out  a  paper  lantbom, 
with  the  words  **  Midwifery  taught  here  for  five  shillingrs,** 
each  lecture,  we  presume.    This  was  certainly  an  humili- 
ating situation  for  a  man  of  so  much  real   merit.     Dn 
Douglas  relates  these  cases,  in  which  he  contends  that 
Smellie  had  acted  unscientifically;  and  particularly  says, 
that  he  suffered  one  of  the  women  to  die  by  not  giving 
timely  assisunce.     To  the  charges  of  maUpractice,  Dr. 
SaieUie  answered,  by  giving  a  full  recital  of  the  cases,  and 
referred  to  Dr.  Sands,  and  other  practitioners,  who  attended 
with  him.    His  answer  was  so  satis&ctory,  that  Dr.  Douglas 
retracted  his  charges  in  his  second  letter.     On  the  other 
points.  Smellier  was  silent.     It  is  probable,  that,  having 
practised  the  first  nineteen  years  at  a  small  town  in  Scot- 
land, where  medical  fees  may  be  supposed  to  be  low,  he 
might  not  think  the  price  he  demanded  for  his  instructions 
fo  insignificant  and  inadequate  as  it  really  was..    Smellie  is 
said  to  have  been  coarse  in  his  person,  and  aukward  and 
unpleasing  in  his  manners,  so  that  he  never  rose  into  any 
great  estimation  among  persons  of  rank.     On  the  other 
hand,  be  appears  to  have  had  an   active  and  ingenious 
mind,  with  a  solid  understanding  and  judgment.     He  had 
a  peculiar  turn   to   mechanics,    which   was  evinoed    by 
the  alterations  he   made  in  the  forceps,  crotchets,  and 
scissors,    which    all  received  considerable  improvements 
under  his  hands}  but  this  was  more  particularly  shewn  by 
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the  elegant  construction  of  his  phantoms,  or  machines,  on 
wiiich  he  demonstrated  the  various  positions  of  the  foetua 
in  utero,  and  th^  different  species  of  labour.  That  be 
was  candid  and  modest  appears  through  every  page  of  hia 
works ;  ready  on  all  occasions  to  acknowledge  the  merit  of 
others,  and  when  correcting  their  errors  assuming  no  su- 
periority over  them.  We  will  conclude  this  account  with 
the  words  of  one  of  his  pupils,  who  appears  to  have  been 
well  acquainted  with  his  disposition  and  manners.  ^^  No 
man  was  more  ready  than  Dr.  Smellie  to  crave  advice  and 
assistance  when  danger  or  difficulty  occurred,  and  no  man 
was  more  communicative,  without  the  least  self-sufficiency 
^  or  ostentation.  He  never  officiously  intermeddled  in  the 
concerns  of  others,  or  strove  to  insinuate  himself  into  prac- 
tice by  depreciating  the  character  of  bis  neighbour;  but 
made  his  way  into  business  by  the  dint  of  merit  alone,  and 
maintained  bis  reputation  by  the  most  beneficent  and  dis- 
interested behaviour.*** 

SMELLIE  (William),  a  naturalist  of  some  eminence, 
was  bom  in  the  Pleasaunce,  one  of  the  suburbs  of  the  city 
of  Edinburgh,  in  1740.  His  father,  Alexander  Smellie, 
was  a  master-builder  and  stone-mason,  and  a  good  classical 
scholar.  William  was  educated  at  a  school  in  the  village 
of  Duddingstone,  near  his  paternal  residence,  and,  when 
about  twelve  years  old,  was  bound  apprentice  to  Messrs. 
Hamilton,  Balfour,  and  Neil,  printers  in  Edinburgh,  for 
the  term  of  six  years  and  a  half.  Such  was  bis  diligence 
and  attention  to  the  business,  that,  two  years  before  the 
expiration  of  his  apprenticeship,  he  was  intrusted  with  the 
correction  of  the  press,  and  during  this  time  he  attended 
some  of  the  classes  of  the  ungiversity.  In  1757  the  Edin- 
burgh Philosophical  Society  having  offered  a  prize  for  the 
most  accurate  edition  of  a  Latin  classic,  Mr.  Smellie,  bis 
biographer  says,  printed  an  edition  of  Terence,  to  which 
the  prize  was  adjudged.  It  was  published  in  1758,  and  is 
mentioned  by  Dr.  Harwood  and  bis  successors  in  Classical 
Bibliography,  as  an  immaculate  edition  ;  but  they  mention 
it  as  printed  by  Messrs.  Hamilton,  Balfour,  and  Neil,  with-, 
out  any  notice  of  Smellie.  His  biographer's  account  is, 
that  when  the  prize  was  offered,  **  Mr.  Smellie,  in  the 
name  of  his  masters,  became  a  competitor,'  and  produced 
an  edition  of  Terence,  in  duodecimo,  the  whole  of  which 

*  Precedinf  edit,  of  this  Diet. 
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he  set  up  and  corrected  likim§elfy  and  for  which  the  prize 
(a  silver  medal)  was  awarded  to  his  masters  P^  The  fact  we 
suspect  to  be,  that  his  masters  procured  a  correct  text  of 
Terence,  prepared  for  4,be  press  by  some  scholar,  aod  em- 
plojed  their  apprentice  to  execute  tbe  mechanical  part  of 
composing  and  correcting  the  errors  of  the  press.  The 
edition  itself  is  certainly  a  very  beautiful  piece  of  typo- 
graphy. 

In  April  1759,  when  Mr.  Smellie^s  apprenticeship  ex« 
pired,  he  entered  into  an  engagement  with  Messrs.  Murray 
and  Cochrane, .  printers  in  Edinburgh,  to  correct  the  press, 
aod  collect  articles  for  tbe  **  Scots  Magazine,"  prin(ed  by 
them,  &c.  In  this  employment  he  continued  until  1765, 
whenbe  entered  into  business  as  a  printeronhis  own  account. 
While  in  the  service  of  Messrs.  Murray,  he  employed  big 
leisure  time  in  attending  the  university  lectures,  on  litera- 
ture in  general,  and  on  medicine,  botany,  chemistry,  &c. 
To  the  study  of  natural  history  he  became  early  attached : 
and  in  1760  bad  collected  an  extensive  series  of  plants,, 
which  he  presented  to  Dr.  Hope,  then  professor  of  botany. 
He  afterwards,  in  1764,  gained  a  prize  medal  for  a  **  Dis- 
sertation on  the  sexes  of  Plants,"  in  opposition  to  the  opinions 
of  Linnaeus.  The  substance  of  this  be  published  in  the  first 
volume  of  his  "  Philosophy  of  Natural  History."  While 
he  attended  the  botanical  lectures,  they  were  interrupted 
by  Dr.  Hope's  confinement  in  consequence  of  a  hurt;  and 
on  this  occasion  tbe  doctor  was  so  sensible  of  Mr.  Smellie's 
abilities,  that  he  requested  him  to  continue  the  lectures 
during  his  absence,  which  Mr.  Smeilie  did  for  about  six 
weeks,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his  fellow-students^ 

An  honour  like  this,  for  an  honour  it  certainly  was,  could 
not  fail  to  make  his  abilities  known ;  and  his  friends  began 
now  to  solicit  him  to  follow  one  of  tbe  learned  professions ; 
but  this  he  declined.  He  had  indeed  gone  through  a  com- 
plete course  of  studies  connected  with  medicine,  but  the 
only  result  of  his  labour  was  the  assistance  he  gave  Dr. 
Buchan  in  the  compilation  of  that  very  popular  work, 
^*  Domestic  Medicine,"  first  published  in  1770,  In  1765, 
as  before  noticed,  be  commenced  business  as  a  printer  with 
Messrs.  William  and  Robert  Auld ;  and  about  two  years 
after  Mr.  John  Balfour  was  added  to  the  firm,  but  before 
1771  the  Messrs.  Auld  had  quitted  it. 

One  of  Mr.  Smellie's  earliest  literary  schemes  was  thc^ 
first  edition  of  the  ^*  Encyclopaedia  Britannica,"  3  vols. 
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4to,  published  in  1771.  Of  this  be  composed^  or  coah' 
piled,  the  principal  articles,  and  superintended  the  whole ; 
for  which  he  rex:ei?ed  the  turn  of  200/.  from  the  proprie^ 
tors ;  but  he  declined  taking  any  concern  in  the  second  or 
subsequent  editions.  In  1773,  in  conjunction  with  Dr. 
Gilbert  Stuart,  he  engaged  in  a  new  monthly  work,  entided 
^  The  Edinburgh  Magazine  and  Review,**  which,  says  his 
biographer,  **  would  have  succeeded,  if  the  management 
bad  been  entirely  committed  to  the  calm,  judicious,  and 
conciliatory  controul  of  Mr.  Smellie,  But  owing  to  the 
barsh  irritability  of  temper,  and  the  severe  and  almost  in- 
discriminate satire  in  which  Dr.  Stuart  indulged,  several 
of  the  Reviews  gave  great  offence  to  many  leading  charac- 
ters of  the  day,  which  occasioned  the  sale  to  be  so  much 
diminished  as  to  render  it  a  losing  concern  to  the  adven* 
turers,  insomuch  that  it  was  discontinued  in  1776,  after 
the  production  of  forty-seven  numbers,*'  &c.  It  appears^ 
however,  from  the  long  account  given  of  this  Review,  by 
bis  biographer,  that  Mr.  Smellie  partook  largely  in  the  ar- 
rogance, gross  levity,  and  want  of  feeling,  which  distin- 
guished Dr.  Stuart's  writings.  The  wonder  is,  that  they 
should  not  succeed  in  a  mode  of  reviewing,  now  so  po- 
pular. In  1781,  Mr.  Smellie  published  his  translation  of 
Buffon's  Natural  History,  in  8  vols.  8vo,  which  became  a 
favourite,  and  has  often  been  reprinted. 

In  1790,  Mr.  Smellie  published  the  first  volume  of  th'Ie 
only  work,  except  his  translation  of  Buffbn,  for  which  he 
is  likely  to  be  remembered,  *^  The  Philosophy  of  Natural 
History,'*  4to.  This  alone,  says  his  biographer,  would 
have  amply  sufficed  to  establish  the  fame  of  Mr.  Smellie  as 
a  man  of  learning  and  talents,  if  his  name  had  never  been 
conjoined  with  any  other  literary  enterprize.  A  second 
volume  was  left  by  him  in  manuscript,  which  was  published 
cfter  his  death  by  his  son,  in  1799.  Mr.  Smellie  proposed 
to  have  undertaken  the  composition  of  a  series  of  biogra- 

Ehical  memoirs  of  the  lives  and  writings  of  such  authors  as 
ad  employed  him  to  print  their  works.  In  this  he  had 
m^de  some  progress ;  and  his  lives  of  Hume,  Smith,  Monro, 
and  Kames,  have  been  since  published,  in  one  volume  oc- 
tavo ;  and  although  we  are  far  from  thinking  them  models 
in  that  species  of  composition,  and  consider  the  author  as 
rather  partial,  we  should  have  been  happy  to  have  the  list 
completed  which  his  biographer  gives  of  intended  lives. 
The  Scotch  literati  have  been  too  neglectful  of  their  eiai- 
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tiMt  men ;  but  some  excellent  specimens  have  lately  ap- 

!>eared,  as  Forbes^s  Life  of  Beattie,  and  lord  Woodbous- 
ee's  Life  of  Karnes )  and  we  hope  for  more  from  men  of 
equal  talents* 

Mn  Smellie  died  June  24,  1795;  and  from  the  elabo- 
rate character  given  of  him  by  his  biographer  we  should 
have  little  inclination  to  make  any  deductions,  if  he  b4d 
not  too  often  presented  us  with  traits  of  character  by  no 
means  of  the  amiable  kind,  and  if  we  did  not  find  in  his 
works  certain  impious  levities  which  are  unpardonable. 
Mr.  Smellie^s  memory  will  be  best  preserved  by  his  "  Phi- 
losophy of  Natural  History,*^  and  his  translation  of  Buflfon ; 
but  he  cannot  be  elevated  to  the  rank  of  a  hero  in  lite** 
rature* ' 

SMETON  (Thomas),  a  learned  Scotch  divine,  and 
principal  of  the  college  of  Glasgow,  was  born  at  Gask, 
near  Perth,  in  1536.  He  was  educated  at  the  university 
of  St.  Andrew^s,  and  afterwards  studied  for  some  time  at 
Paris.  He  then  went  to  Rome,  and  during  a  residence  of 
three  years  there,  entered  into  the  society  of  the  Jesuits. 
After  returning  to  Scotland,  on  account  of  some  private 
business,  he  again  visited  Paris,  where  he  remained  until 
1571.  At  this  time  Mr.  Thomas  Maitland,  a  younger 
brother  of  Lithington^s,  prevailed  on  Mr.  Smeton  to  ac- 
company him  to  Italy,  where  Maitland  died.  After  his 
death,  Snneton  went  to  Geneva,  and  by  conversing  with 
the  reformers,  was  confirmed  in  an  intention  he  had  before 
meditated,  of  quitting  the  church  of  Rome.  From  Geneva 
he  travelled  to  Paris,  where  he  narrowly  escaped  the  mas- 
sacre^ and  came  home  with  the  English  ambassador,  sir 
Thomas  Walsingham.  Immediately  on  his  arrival,  he  pub- 
licly renounced  popery,  and  settled  at  Colchester  in  Essck, 
as  a  school-master.  In  1578,  he  returned  to  Scotland, 
joined  Knox  and  the  other  reformers,  was  appointed  minis- 
ter of  Paisley,  and  member  of  the  general  assembly  which 
met  at  Edinburgh  in  the  same  year,  and  was  chosen  mode- 
rator in  the  assembly  of  1579.  He  was  soon  after  made 
principal  of  the  college  of  Glasgow,  and  died  in  1583. 
Archbishop  Spotswood  says,  he  was  a  man  *^  learned  in  the 
languages,  and  well  seen  in  the  ancient  fathers."  His 
only  publication  is  entitled  *'  Responsio  ad  Hamiltonii  dia- 
logum,"  Edinb.  1579,  8vo,  a  defence  of  the  presby terians ; 

^  Life  by  Mr.  K^rr,  ISU,  8  TOlt.  8to. 
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to  which  is  added^  bis  ''  Eximii  viri  Joannis  Knoxii,  Sdoti- 
cansB  ecclesis  instauratoris,  vera  extremse  vitac  et  obitas 
historia.^'  * 

SMIGLECIUS  (Martin),  a  learned  Jesuit,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Poland,  and  bom  in  1562.  He  entered  among  the 
Jesuits  at  Rome  in  15^1,  and  made  great  progress^  in  his 
studies.  Being  sent  back  to  Poland,  he  taught  philosophj 
at  Wilna  for  four  years,  and  divinity  for  ten.  He  became, 
from  his  reputation  for  learning,  rector  of  several  colleges, 
and  superior  of  the  convent  at  Cracow.  He  died  July  26, 
1618,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six.  He  published  many  works 
against  the  Protestants,  and  panicularly  against  the  Soci- 
nians,  but  merits  notice  chiefly  for  his  system  of  •*  Logic," 
printed  at  Ingolstadt,  1618,  2  vols.  4to.  Rapin  styles 
this  a  noble  work,  and  it  certainly  once  had  considerable 
reputation.  ^ 

SMITH  (Adam),  the  celebrated  author  of  the  « Inquiry 
into  the  Nature  and  Causes  of  the  Wealth  of  Nations,** 
was  the  only  son  of  Adam  Smith,  comptroller  of  the  cus- 
toms at  Kirkaldy,  in  Scotland,  where  he  was  born  June  5, 
1723,  a  few  months  after  the  death  of  his  fbther.  He  was 
originally  of  an  inflrm  and  sickly  constitution,  and  being 
thus  precluded  from  more  active  amusements,  had  his  na- 
tural turn  for  books  and  studious  pleasures  very  early  con- 
firmed in  his  mind.  At  three  years  of  age  he  was  stolen 
by  vagrants,  but  was  happily  recovered,  and  preserved  to 
be  one  of  the  ornaments  of  the  learned  world,  and  the 
great  improver  of  commercial  science.  His  education  was 
begun  at  a  school  in  Kirkaldy,  and  continued  at  the  uni- 
versity of  Glasgow,  to  which  be  went  in  1737,  and  re- 
mained there  till  1740,  when  he  removed  to  Baliol  college, 
bxford,  as  an  exhibitioner,  on  SnelPs  foundation.  The 
studies  to  which  he  first  attached  himself  at  Glasgow,  were 
mathematics  and  natural  philosophy ;  these,  however,  did 
pot  long  divert  him  from  pursuits  more  congenial  to  his 
iuind.  The  study  of  human  nature  in  all  its  branches, 
more  particularly  of  the  political  history  of  mankind,  opened 
a  boundless  field  to  his  curiosity  and  ambition ;  and  while 
jt  afforded  scope  to  all  the  various  powers  of  bis  versatile 
and  comprehensive  genius,  gratified  his  ruling  passion  of 
contributing  to  the  happiness  and  improvement  of  society^ 

I  Mackensie't  Soots  Wfiten,  vok  lU.— ^*Rie'i  Lifo  of  box* 
t  Gen.  Diet.— AMgambe. 
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To  ibis  study,  ditFersified  by  polite  literature,  be  seems  to 
bave  devoted  himself  nft^r  his  removal  from  Oxford.  It 
may  be  presumed,  that  tlie  lectures  of  the  profound  and 
eloquent  Dr.  Huccheson»  which  he  attended  before  he  left 
Gltagow,  bad  a  considerable  eHect  in  directing  his  talents 
to  their  proper  objects.  It  was  also  at  this  period  of  his 
life  that  he  cultivated  with  the  greatest  care  the  study  of 
languages.  He  bad  been  originally  destined  for  the  church 
of  England,  and  with  that  view  was  sent  to  Oxford,  but^ 
after  seven  years*  residence  there,  not  finding  an  inclina- 
tion for  that  profession,  be  returned  to  Scotland  and  to  hit 
another. 

In  17il  Mr.  Smith  was  elected  professor  of  logic  in  the 
university  of  Glasgow ;  and  the  year  follo^ying,  upon  the 
death  of  Mr.  Cragie,  the  immediate  successor  of  Dr.Hutcbe- 
son,  be  was  removed  to  the  professorship  of  moral  philo* 
sopby  in  that  university.  His  lectures  in  both  these  pjo* 
fessorsbtps  were  of  the  mo»t  masterly  kind,  biU  no  part 
of  tbem  lias  been  preserved,  except  what  be  himself  pub-» 
lifhed  in  bb  two  principal  works.  A  general  sketch  of  his 
lectures  has  indeed  been  given  by  bis  biographer,  in  the 
words  of  one  of  his  pupils,  from  which  it  appears  that  his 
lectures  on  logic  were  at  once  original  and  profound.  Hi^ 
course  of  moral  philosophy  consisted  of  four  parts ;  the  first 
contained  natural  theology,  or  the  proofs  of  the  Being  and 
Attributes  of  God ;  the  second  comprehended  ethics^ 
atrictly  so  called,  and  cooMsted  chiefly  of  the  doctrines 
which  be  published  afterwards  in  his  ^*  Theory  of  Moral 
Sentiments."  In  the  third  |>art  be  treated  more  at  length 
of  that  branch  of  morality  which  relates  to  justice.  This 
also  be  intended  to  give  to  the  public ;  but  tbi^  intention^ 
which  is  mentioned  in  the  conclusion  of  the  <^  Theory  of 
Moral  Sentiments,"  he  did  not  live  to  fulfil.  In  the  fourth 
and  last  part  of  bis  lectures  be  examined  those  political  re-* 
gulations  which  are  founded,  not  upon  the  principle  of 
Justice,  but  of  expediency.  Under  tbb  view  he  considered 
the  political  institutions  relating  to  commerce,  to  finances^ 
to  ecclesiastical  aod  military  establishments.  What  he  de« 
livered  on  these  subjects  formed  the  substance  of  the  work 
which  he  afterwards  published  under  the  title  of  **  An  In- 
quiry into  tbi^  NatUTiC  ainl  Causes  of  the  Wealth  6f  Na« 
tions«"  Tber^e  was  no  situation  in  which  bis  abilities  ap* 
peared  t«  greater  advantage  than  that  of  a  professor.  Iq, 
delivering  his  lectures  be  trusted  abooat  entirely  tp  ^^in^ 

u  2 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


100  SMITH. 

porary  elocution.  His  manner,  though  not  gracefoT, 
was  plain  and  unaffected ;  and,  as  he  seemed  to  be  always 
interested  in  bis  subject,  be  never  failed  to  interest  bis 
hearers.  His  reputation  was  accordingly  raised  very 
high,  and  a  multitude  of  students  frool  a  great  distance 
resorted  to  the  university  of  Glasgow  merely  on  bis  ac- 
counts 

It  does  not  appear  that  he  made  any  public  trial  of  his 
powers  as  a  writer  before  the  year  17 55, 'when  be  furnished' 
some  criticisms  on  Johnson's  Dictionary,  to  a  periodical 
work  called  **  The  Edinburgh  Review,"  which  was  then 
begun,  but  was  not  carried  on  beyond- two  numbers.  In 
1759  he  first  published  his  <«  Theory  of  Moral  Sentiments,'* 
to  which  he  afterwards  subjoined  '^  a  Dissertation  on  the 
Origin  of  Languages,  and  on  the  different  Genius  of  those 
which  are  original  and  compounded." 

After  the  publication  of  this  work.  Dr.  Smith  rema'^ned 
four  years  at  Glasgow,  discharging  his  official  duties  with 
increasing  reputation.  Towards  the  end  of  1763  he  re* 
ceived  an  invitation  from  Mr.  Charles  Townsend  to  accom- 
pany the  duke  of  Buccleugh  on  his  travels  ;  and  the  liberal 
terms  of  the  proposal,  added  to  a  strong  desire  of  visiting 
the  continent  of  Europe,  induced  him  to  resign  his  profes- 
sorship at  Glasgow.  Early  in  the  year  1764  he  joined  the 
duke  of  Buccleugh  in  London,  and  in  March  set  out  with 
him  for  the  continent.  Sir  James  Macdonald,  afterwards 
so  justly  lamented  by  Dr.  Smith  and  many  other  distin- 
guished persons,  as  a  young  man  of  the  highest  accom- 
plishments and  virtues,  met  them  at  Dover.  After  a  few 
days  passed  at  Paris,  they  settled  for  eighteen  months  at 
Thoulouse,  and  then  took  a  tour  through  the  south  of 
France  to  Geneva,  where  they  passed  two  months.  About 
Christmas  1765  they  returned  to  Paris,  and  there  remained 
till  the  October  following.  By  the  recommendations' of 
David  Hume,  with  whom  Dr.  Smith  had  been  united  in 
strict  friendship  from  the  year  17^2,  they  were  introduced 
to  the  society  of  the  first  wits  in  France,  but  who  were  also 
unhappily  the  most  notorious  deists.  The  biographer  of 
Dr.  A.  Smith  has  told  us,  in  the  words  of  the  duke  of  Buc- 
cleugh himself,  that  he  and  his  noble  pupil  lived  together 
in  the  most  uninterrupted  harmony  during  the  three  years 
of  their  travels ;  and  that  their  friendship  continued  to  the 
end  of  Dr.  Smith's  life,  whose  loss  was  then  sincerely  re* 
gretted  by  the  survivor. 
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The  next  ten  years  of  Dr.  A.  Smith's  life  were  passed  in  a 
retirement  which  formed  a  striking  contrast  to  his  late  mi- 
grations. With  the  exception  of  a  few  visits  to  Edinburgh 
and  London,  he  passed  the  whole  of  this  period  with  his  mo- 
ther at  Kirkaldy,  occupied  habitually  in  intense  study.  His 
friend  Hume,  who  considered  a  town  as  the  true  scene  for 
a  man  of  letters,  in  vain  attempted  to  seduce  him  from  his 
retirement;  till  at  length,  in  the  beginning  of  1776,  he 
accounted  for -his  long  retreat  by  the  publication  of  bis 
**  Inquiry  into  the  Nature  and  Causes  of  the  Wealth  of  Na- 
tions,'' 2  vols.  4to.  This  book  is  well  known  as  the  most 
profound  and  perspicuous  dissertation  of  its  kind  that  the 
world  has  ever  seen.  About  two  years  after  the  publication 
pf  this  work  the  author  was  appointed  one  of  the  commis* 
sioners  of  the  customs  in  Scotland*  The  greater  part  of 
these  two  years  he  passed  in  London,  in  a  society  too  ex- 
tensive and  varied  to  allow  him  much  time  for  study.  In 
consequence  of  his  new  appointment,  be  returned  in  1778 
to  Edinburgh,  where  be  enjoyed  the  last  twelve  years  of 
bis  life  in  affluence,  and  among  the  companions  of  his  yontb. 
^  During  the  first  years  of  his  residence  in  Edinburgh,'* 
says  his  biographer,  ^^  his  studies  seemed  to  be  entirely 
suspended ;  and  his  passion  for  letters  served  only  to  amuse 
his  leisure  and  to  animate  his  conversation.  The  infirmities 
of  age,  of  which  he  very  early  began  to  feel  the  approaches, 
reminded  him  at  last,  when  it  was  too  late,  of  what  he  yet 
owed  to  the  public  and  to  his  own  fame.  Tbe  principal 
materials  of  the  works  which  he  had  announced  bad  long 
ago  been  collected,  and  little  probably  was  wanting,  but  a 
few  years  of  healtb  and  retirement,  to  bestow  on  them  that 
systematical  arrangement  in  which  be  delighted ;  and  the 
ornaments  of  that  flowing,. and  apparently  artless  style, 
which  be  had  studiously  cultivated,  but  which^  after  all  his 
experience  and  composition,  he  adjusted  with  extreme  dif- 
ficulty to  his  own  taste."  The  death  of  bis  mother  in  1784, 
wbo,  to  an  extreme  old  age,  bad  possessed  her  faculties 
unimpaired,  with  a  considerable  degpree  of  healtb,  and  that 
of  a  cousin,  who  had  assisted  in  superintending  bis  house- 
hold, in  1 788,  contributed  to  frustrate  his  projects.  Though 
he  bore  his  losses  with  firmness,  bis  health  and  spirits  gra- 
dually declined,  and,  in  July  1790,  be  died  of  a  chronic 
obstruction  in  his  bowels,  which  had  been  lingering  and 
painful.  A  few  days  before  his  death  he  gave  orders  to 
destroy  all  bis  manuscripts,  with  tbe  exception  of  some 
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detached  essays,  which  he  left  to  At  oare  of' his  executbVs^ 
and  which  have  sioce  been  pubhshed  io  one  volume  4io^ 
in  1795. 

Of  his  intellectual  gifts  and  attainment^  of  the  origiha^ 
lity  and  coroprebensiveness  of  his  views,  the  extent,  variety, 
and  correctness  of  his  information,  the  fertility  of  his  inven- 
tion, and  the  ornaments  which  his  rich  imagination  had 
borrowed  from  classical  culture,  Dn  A.  Smith  has  left  be^ 
hind  him  lasting  monuments.  To  his  private  n^orth  the 
most  ceruin  of  all  testimonies  may  be  found  in  that  confi- 
dence, respect,  and  attachment,  ^hich  followed  him  through 
the  various  relations  of  life.  With  all  his  talents,  however, 
he  is  acknowledged  not  to  have  been  fitted  for  the  general 
eemmerce  of  the  world,  or  the  business  of  active  life.  Hit 
habitual  abstraction  of  thought  rendered  him  inattentive  to 
'  eommon  objects,  and  he  frequently  exhibited  instances  of 
absence,  which  have  scarcely  been  surpassed  by  the  fancy 
of  Addison  or  La  Bruyere.  Even  in  his  childhood  this  ha- 
bit began  to  shew  itself.  In  his  external  form  and  appear- 
ance there  was  nothing  uncommon.  He  never  sat  for  his 
j^lcture  ;  but  a  medallion,  executed  by  Tassie,  convejrs  an 
exact  idea  of  his  profile,  and  of  the  general  expression  of 
hia  countenance.  The  valuable  library  which  he  had  col- 
lected was  bequeathed,  withtherestof  his  property,  to  his 
cousin,  Mr.  David  Douglas. 

One  thing,  however,  is  much  to  be  regretted,  in  the  life 
of  Dr.  A.  Smith,  of  which  his  biographer  has  not  thought 
fit  to  uke  the  smallest  notice ;  and  that  is  bis  infidelity. 
When  his  friend  Hume  died,  be  published  the  life  which 
that  celebrated  sceptic  had  written  of  himself;  with  such 
i^marks  as  proved,  but  too  plainly,  that  his  sentiments  on 
the  subject  of  religion  were  nearly  the  same  with  those  of 
the  de<:eased.  This  publication,  which  apparently  was  in^ 
tended  to  strike  a  powerful  blow  against  Christianity,  and  to 
give  proportionable  support  to  the  cause  of  deism,  produced 
an  anonynums  letter  to  Dr.  A.  Smith  from  the  Clarendon 
pres^ ;  vvbicki  was  afterwards  known  to  have  proceeded  from 
the  pen  of  Dr.  Hortie.  In  this  celebrated  letter,  the  argu« 
ment  is  so  clear,  and  the  humour  so  easy  and  natural,  that 
it  pruducets  an  effect  which  no  one  but  a  determined  infidel 
can  resist  or  resent.  Dr.  A.  Smith  had  assumed  an  air  of 
great  sotemnity  in  his  defence  of  his  friend  Hume ;  but  the 
author  of  the  tetter  treats  tfa^tn  both  with  a  jocularity  which 
baa  wonderful  force.     He  alludes  to  certaio  anecdotes  con- 
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cerning  Hame,  wbicb  are  very  iDConibteQt  with  the  account 
given  in  bis  life :  for  at  the  very  period  when  he  is  reported 
to  faave  been  in  the  utmost  tranquillity  of  spirits,  none  of 
bis  friends  could  venture  to  mention  Dr.  Beattie  in  his  pre- 
sence, *f  lest  it  should  throw  him  into  a  fit  of  passion  and 
swearing'*  From  whatever  unfortunate  cause  this  bias  ii| 
Dr.  Adam  Smith's  mind  arose,  whether  from  his  intimacy^ 
with  Hume,  from  bis  too  earnest  desire  to  account  for  every 
thing  metaphysically,  or  from  a  subsequent  intercourse 
with  the  infidel  wits  and  philosophers  of  France,  it  is  much 
to  be  regretted,  as  the  only  material  stain  upon  a  character 
of  much  excellence.' 

SMITH  (Charles),  an  able  writer  on  the  subject  of  the 
corn-trade,  was  born  at  Stepney,  in  1713.  His  father  was 
Charles  Smith,  who  occupied  several  mills  by  descent,  and 
erected  those  great  esublishments  of  the  kind  at  Barking  in 
Essex,  from  which  he  retired  to  Croydon,  where  he  died  in 
1761.  Our  author  succeeded,  on  his  father's  retirement, 
to  the  occupation  of  his  predecessors  :  but,  having  a  com- 
petent fortune,  left  the  active  management  to  his  partner 
and  relation,  while  he  found  leisure  to  pursue  his  inquiries 
at  Barking,  and  discharge  the  duties  of  a  country  magistrate. 
In  1748,  he  married  Judith,  daughter  of  Isaac  Lefevre, 
brother  to  Peter  Lefevre,  who  had  established  the  larj^t 
malt-distillery  in  England ;  and  from  henceforth  he  resided 
among  his  wife's  relations  at  Stratford  in  Essex,  Here, 
iuquisitive  and  industrious,  he  turned  his  attention  to  the 
operations  of  the  corn-trade,  and  policy  of  the  corn-laws, 
and  was  induced  by  the  scarcity  of  1757,  to  lay  the  result 
of  his  labours  on  this  subject  before  the  public,  in  thre^ 
valuable  tracts  published  in  1758  and  1759.  These  were 
well  received,  and  the  author  lived  to  see  an  edition  of 
them  published  by  the  city  of  London  ;  to  hear  his  work 
quoted  with  approbation  by  Dr.  Adam  Smith,  in  his  *^  Wealth 
of  Nations  ;^*  and  to  observe  bis  recommendations  adopted 
by  parliament.  But  in  the  midst  of  these  enjoymenu  he 
died  b^  a  fall  from  bis  horse,  Feb.  8,  1777,  aged  sixty- 
three.  His  only  son,  Charles  Smith,  esq.  was  lately  mem* 
ber  of  j>arliameut  for  Westbury  in  Wiltshire.  Mr«  Smith's 
tracts  on  corn  had  become  very  scarce,  when  in  1804  they 

1  Life  by  Doftld  Stewart,  Mq.  flrft  pobll«hed  in  tba  TraoMctiout  of  Um  Royal 
•Miaiy  of  B^lakttrf^  Md  mmb  ariib  lh»  Li¥«a  pf  Md  and  Bo^rtion. 
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were  re-publisbed  by  George  Chalmers,  esq.  with  a  memQlr 
of  the  author.' 

SMITH  (Charlotte),  an  elegant  poetess,  was  bom  in 
1749.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Nicholas  Turner,  esql  a 
gentleman  of  Sussex,  whose  seat  was  at  Stoke,  near  Guil- 
ford ;  but  he  had  another  bouse  at  ^ignor  Park,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Arun,  where  she  passed  many  of  her  earliest 
years,  amidst  scenery  which  had  nursed  the  fancies  of  Ot- 
way  and  Collins,  and  where  every  charm  of  nature  seems 
to  have  left  the  roost  lively  and  distinct  impression  on  her 
mind.  She  discovered  from  a  very  early  age  an  insatiably 
thirst  for  reading,  which  was  checked  by  an  aunt,  who  had 
the  care  of  her  education;  for  she  had  lost  her  mother  al* 
most  in  her  infancy.  From  her  twelfth  to  her  fifteenth 
year,  her  father  resided  occasionally  in  London,  and  she 
was  introduced  into  various  society.  It  is  said  that  before 
she  was  sixteen,  she  married  Mr.  Smith,  a  partner  in  bta 
father*s  house,  who  was  a  West  India  merchant,  and  also 
an  East  India  director ;  an  ill-assorted  match,  and  the  prime 
source  of  all  her  future  misfortunes.  After  she  had  resided 
some  time  in  London,  and  partly  in  the  vicinity,  Mr.  Smith's 
father,  who  could  never  persuade  his  son  to  give  bis  time 
or  care  suiQciently  to  the  business  in  which  be  WM  engaged^ 
allowed  him  to  retire  into  the  country,  and  purchased  for 
him  Lyss  farm  in  Hampshire. 

In  this  situation,  Mrs.  Smith,  who  bad  now  eight  children^ 
passed  several  anxious  and  important  years.  Her  husband 
was  imprudent,  kept  a  larger  establishment  th^n  suited  hiff 
fortune,  and  engaged  in  injudicious  and  wild  speculations 
in  agriculture.  She  foresaw  the  storm  that  was  gathering 
pver  her;  but  she  had  no  power  to  prevent  it ;  and  she  en- 
deavoured to  console  her  uneasiness  by  recurring  to  the 
muse,  whose  first  visitings  had  added  force  to  the  pleasures 
of  her  childhood.  <<  When  in  the  beech  woods  of  Hamp- 
shire/'  she  says,  <M  first  struck  the  chords  of  the  melan- 
choly lyre :  its  notes  were  never  intended  for  the  public  enr : 
it  was  unaffected  sorrow  drew  them  forth  :  I  wrote  mourn- 
fully, because  I  was  unhappy." 

In  1776,  Mr.  Smith's  father  died ;  in  four  or  five  ye&rs 
afterwards  Mr.  Smith  served  the  office  of  high  sheriff  for 
Hampshire,  and  immediately  afterwards,  his  affairt  were 
brought  to  a  crisis,  and  he  was  confined  in  the  Kiug^s- bench 

1  From  Mr.  Cbalmeri'i  Memoir. 
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prison.  There  Mrs.  Smith  accompanied  him,  and  passed 
with  him  the  greater  part  of  bis  confinement,  which  lasted 
seven  months,  and  it  was  by  her  exertions  principally,  that 
he  was  liberated.  At  this  unhappy  period,  she  had  recourse 
to  those  talents,  which  had  hitherto  been  cultivated  only 
for  her  own  private  gratification.  She  collected  together 
a  few  of  those  poems,  which  had  hitherto  been  confined 
to  the  sight  of  one  or  two  friends,  and  had  them  printed  at 
Chichester  in  1784,  4to,  with  the  title  **  Elegiac  Sonnets 
and  other  Essays.**  A  second  edition  was  eagerly  called 
for  in  the  same  year. 

The  little  happiness  she  enjoyed  from  Mr.  Smithes  libera- 
tion was  soon  clouded,  and  he  was  obliged  to  fly  to  France 
to  avoid  the  importunity  of  his  creditors.  Thither  likewise 
Mrs.  Smith  accompanied  him ;  and  after  immediately  re- 
turning with  the  vain  hope  of  settling  his  affairs,  again 
passed  over  to  the  continent,  where  having  hired  a  dreary 
chateau  in  Normandy,  they  spent  an  anxious,  forlorn,  and 
expensive  winter,  which  it  required  all  her  fortitude,  sur- 
rounded by  so  many  children  and  so  many  cares,  to  survive. 
The  next  year  she  was  caHed  on.  again  to  try  her  efforts  In 
England,  fn  this  she  so  far  succeeded  as  to  enable  her 
husband  to  return  -,  soon  after  which  they  hired  the  old 
mansion  of  the  Mill  family  at  Wolbeding  in  Sussex. 

It  now  became  necessary  to  exert  her  faculties  again  as 
a  means  of  support;  and  she  translated  a  little  novel  of  abb€ 
Prevost ;  and  made  a  selection  of  extraordinary  stories  firom 
*^  Les  Causes  Celebres*'  of  the  French,  which  ^he  entitled 
<<  The  Romance  of  Real  Life."  Soon  after  this  she  vraa 
once  more  left  to  herself  by  a  second  flight  of  her  husband 
abroad  ;  and  she  removed  with  her  children  to  a  small  cot- 
tage in  another  part  of  Sussex,  whence  she  published  a  new 
edition  of  her  **  Sonnets,"  with  many  additions,  which  af- 
forded her  a  temporary  relief.  In  this  retirement,  stimu^ 
lated  by  necessity,  she  ventured  to  try  her  powers  of  origi- 
nal composition  in  a  novel  called  '<  Emmeline,  or  the  Or- 
phan of  the  Castle,"  1788.  This,  says  her  biographer, 
^*  displayed  such  a  simple  energy  of  language,  such  art 
accurate  and  lively  delineation  of  character,  such  a  purity 
of  sentiment,  and  such  exquisite  scenery  of  a  picturesque 
and  rich,  yet  most  unaffected  imagination,  as  gave  it  a  hold 
upon  all  readers  of  true  taste,  of  a  new  and  captivating 
kind.'*  The  success  of  this  novel  encouraged^  her  to  pro- 
duce others  for  soBie  successive  years,  **  with  equal  felicity, 
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wilb  an  imagiMtion  still  unexhausted,  and  a  command  of 
language,  and  a  variety  of  character,  which  have  not  yet 
received  their  due  commendation/'  *^  Ethelinde''  appeared 
ID  1789;  «<  Celestina"  in  1791;  "Desmond'*  in  1792; 
and  "  The  Old  Manor  House"  in  1793.  To  these  succeeded 
*«  The  Wanderings  of  Warwick ;"  the  "  Banished  Man  ;'* 
<«Montalbert;"  "Marchmont;"  *«  The  young  Philosopher,'* 
and  ibe  "  Solitary  Wanderer,"  making  in  all  38  volumes* 
They  were  not,  however,  ail  equally  successful.  She  was 
led  by  indignant  feelings  to  intersperse  much  of  her  private 
history  and  her  law-suits ;  and  this  again  involved  her  some* 
times  in  a  train  of  political  sentiment,  which  was  by  no 
means  popular,  and  had  it  been  just,  was  out  of  place  in  a 
moral  fiction. 

Betides  these,  Mrs.  Smith  wrote  several  beautiful  little 
volumes  for  young  persons,  entitled  '^  Rural  Walks ;" 
^'Rambles  Farther;"  "Minor  Morals,"  and  "  Con  versa* 
lions;"  and  a  poem  in  blank  verse,  called  "The  Emigrant,'* 
in  addition  to  a  second  volume  of  "  Sonnets." 

During  this  long  period  of  constant  literary  exertion^ 
which  abne  seemed  sufficient  to  have  occupied  aJl  her  time, 
Mrs.  Smith  bad  both  family  griefs  and  family  business  of 
the  most  perplexing  and  overwhelming  nature  to  contend 
with.  Her  .eldest  son  had  been  many  years  absent  as  a 
>vriter  in  Bengal ;  her  second  surviving  son  died  of  a  rapid 
and  violent  fever ;  her  third  son  lost  his  leg  at  Dunkirk,  as 
ao  ensign  in  the  24th  regioient,  and  her  eldest  daughter 
expired  within  two  years  after  her  marriage.  The  grand* 
father  of  her  children  had  left  his  property,  which  lay  im 
the  West  Indies,  in  the  hands  of  trustees  and  agents,  and 
it  was  long  unproductive  to  her  family.  Some  arrangements 
are  said  to  have  beeu  attempted  bdfore  her  death  which 
promised  success,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  these  were 
completed.  Her  husband,  who  seems  never  to  have  con- 
quered his  habits  of  imprudence,  died,  it  is  said,  in  legal 
confinement,  in  March  1806;  and  on  Oct.  28  following^ 
Mrs.  Smith  died  at  1  elford,  near  Farnham,  in  Surrey,  after 
a  lingering  and  painful  illness,  which  she  bore  with  the  ut* 
iBost  patience. 

The  year  following  her  death  an  additional  volume  of  her 
poetry  was  published  under  the  title  of  "  Beachy  Head  and 
other  Poems»"  which  certainly  did  not  diminish  her  well- 
earned  and  acknowledged  reputation  aa  a  genuine  ctiild  of 
genius.    Her  novek  may  be  forgotteot  And>  we  believe. 
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are  in  a  great  fnesrare  so  at  pi'asem;  bat  w«  agrM  with  ber 
kind  eologist,  tbai  of  ber  poetry  it  is  not  easy  to  speak  ia 
terms  too  high*  **  There  is  so  touch  unaflEscted  elegance : 
80  much  pathos  and  harmotiy  in  ii  s  the  images  are  so  sootb* 
ing,  and  so  deitghtfui ;  and  tbe  sentimelnts  so  toucbiog,  so 
consonant  to  the  best  movements  of  the  heart,  that  no 
reader  of  pure  taste  can  grow  weary  of  perusing  them.^* 
It  was  reported  that  4ier  fatniiy  intended  to  publish  memoirs 
of  her  life,  and  a  collection  of  ber  letters ;  but  as  at  the 
distance  of  almost  ten  years  nothing  of  this  kind  has  ap* 
peared,  we  presume  that  the  design^  for  whatever  reason^ 
has  been  abandoned.' 

SMITH  (Edmuiid),  one  of  those  writers  who,  without 
mucfa  labour  have  attained  high  reputation,  and  who  are 
mentioned  with  reverence  rather  for  tbe  possession  than  tlie 
exertion  of  uncommon  abilities,  was  tbe  only  son  of  Mr. 
Neale,  an  eminent  merchant,  by  a  daughter  of  tbe  famous 
baron  Lecbmere;  and  born  in  1668.  Some  misfortunes  of 
fats  father,  which  were  soon  after  followed  by  his  death, 
occasioned  the  son  to  be  left  very  young  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Smith,  who  had  married  bis  father^s  sister.  This  gen- 
tleman treated  him  with  as  much  tenderness  as  if  be  bad 
been  bis  own  child  ;  and  placed  him  at  Westminster-school, 
under  the  care  of  Dr.  Bushy.  After  tbe  death  of  bis  gene- 
rous guardian,  young  Neale,  in  gratitude,  thought  proper 
to  assume  the  name  of  Smith.  He  was  elected  from  West- 
minster to  Cambridge,  but,  being  offered  a  studentship, 
Toluntarily  removed  to  Christ-cburcb  in  Oxford ;  and  was 
there  by  fats  aunt  handsomely  maintai^ied  as  long  as  she 
lived ;  after  wbicfa,  be  continued  a  member  of  that  society 
till  witbin  five  years  of  his  own  death.  Some  time  before 
he  left  Christ  church,  be  was  sent  ibr  by  his  mother  to 
Worcester,  and  acknowledged  by  ber  as  a  legitimate  son  ; 
which  his  friend  Oldisworth  meationa,  he  says,  to  wipe  off 
'die  aspersions  that  sooie  bad  ignorantly  east  on  bis  bhrtfa. 
He  passed  through  the  exercises  of  tbe  college  and  univer- 
sity witfa  unusual  applause ;  and  acquired  a  great  reputation 
in  the  scfaools  both  for  his  knowledge  and  skill  in  disputation* 
He  had  a  long  and  perfect  iatioiacy  with  ail  tbe  Greek  and 
Latin  classics;  with  whom  he  had  carefully  compared 
whatever  was  worth  perusing  in  tbe  French,  Spanish)  and 

*  From  SB  elegant  tribute  to  her  memory  in  tb«  Cens»  Lit.  vol.  IV.— -Gent 
Maf .  f ol.  LXXV1» 
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Italian  languages,  and  in  all  the  celebrated  writers  oF  his 
own  country.  He  considered  the  ancieuu  and  modems, 
not  sts  parties  or  rivals  for  fame,  but  as  architects  upon  one 
and  the  same  plan,  the  art  of  poetry.   ' 

His  works  are  not  many,  and  those  scattered  up  and  down 
in  miscellaneous  collections.  His  celebrated  tragedy,  called 
**  Phaedra  and  Hippolitus,*'  was  acted  at  the  theatre  roj^al 
in  1707.  This  play  was  introduced  upon  the  stage  at  a 
time  when  the  Italian  opera  so  much  engrossed  the  polite 
world,  that  sense  was  thought  to  be  sacrificed  to  sound : 
and  this  occasioned  Addison,  who  wrote  the  prologue,  to 
satirize  the  vitiated  taste  of  the  public.  The  chief  exceU 
ience  of  this  play,  which  has  been  praised  far  beyond  its 
merits,  is  the  versification.  It  is  not  destitute  of  the  pa* 
thetic ;  but  is  so  wonderfully  inferior,  not  only  to  the  Hip- 
polytus  of  Euripides,  but  even  to  the  Ph^re  of  Racine, 
and  is  so  full  of  glaring  faults,  that  it  is  astonishing  how 
Addison  could  tolerate  it,  or  how  it  could  be  made  even  a 
temporary  fashion  to  admire  it.  It  is  now  as  little  thought 
of  as  it  deserves.  This  tragedy,  with  **  A  Poem  to  the 
Memory  of  Mr.  John  Phillips,^'  bis  most  intimate  friend, 
three  or  four  odes,  and  a  Latin  oration  spoken  publicly  at 
Oxford,  *'  in  laudem  Thorns  Bodleii,''  were  published  in 
1719,  under  the  name  of  his  Works,  by  bis  friend  Oldis* 
worth,  who  prefixed  a  character  of  Smith. 

He  died  in  1710,  in  his  forty-second  year,  at  the  seat 
of  George  Ducket,  esq.  called  Hartham,  in  Wiltshire; 
and  was  buried  in  the  parish  church  there.  Some  time 
before  his  death,  he  engaged  in  considerable  undertakings ; 
and  raised  expectations  in  the  world,  which  he  did  not  live 
to  gratify.  Oldisworth  observes,  that  he  had  seen  of  his 
'about  ten  sheets  of  Pindar,  translated  into  English;  which, 
he  says,  exceeded  any  thing  in  that  kind  he  could  ever  hope 
for  in  our  language.  He  had  drawn  out  a  plan  for  a  tragedy 
of  Lady  Jane  Grey,  and  had  written  several  scenes  of  it ;  a 
subject  afterwards  nobly  executed  by  Mr.  Rowe.  But  his 
greatest  undertaking  was  a  translation  of  Longinus,  to  which 
he  proposed  a  large  addition  of  notes  and  observations  of 
bis  own,  with  an  entire  system  of  the  art  of  poetry  in  three 
books,  under  the  titles  of  ^^  thoughts,  diction,  and  figure.'* 
He  intended  also  to  make  remarks  upon  all  the  ancients  and 
moderns,  the  Greek,  Latin,  French,  Spanish,  Italian,  and 
English  poets ;  and  to  animadvert  upon  their  several  beau- 
ties and  defects. 
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Oldisworth  has  represented  Smith  as  a  man  abounding 
with  qualities  both  good  and  great ;  and  that  may  perhaps 
be  true,  in  some  degree,  though  amplified  by  the  partiality 
of  friendship.     He  had,  nevertheless,  some  defects  in  his 
conduct :  one  was  an  extreme  carelessness  in  the  partica^ 
lar  of  dress ;  which  singularity  procured  him  the  name  of 
**  Captain  Rag.*'    The  ladies,  it  is  said,  at  once  commended 
and  reproved  him,  by  the  name  of  the  *^  handsome  sloven/' 
It  is  acknowledged  also,  that  he  was  much  inclined  to  in- 
temperance ;   which  was  caused  perhaps  by  disappoint- 
ments, but  led  to  that  indolence  and  loss  of  character, 
which  has  been  frequently  destructive  to  genius,  even  of  a 
higher  order  than  he  appears  to  have  possessed.    Dr.  John- 
son thus  draws  up  his  character :  <<  As  his  years  advanced, 
he  advanced  in  reputation  ;  for  he  continued  to  cultivate 
his  mind ;  but  he  did  not  amend  his  irregularities,  by  which 
he  gave  so  much  offence,  that,  April  24,  1 700,,  the  dean 
and  chapter  declared  *  the  place  of  Mr.  Smith  void,  he 
having  been  convicted  of  riotous  misbehaviour  in  the  house 
of  Mr.  Cole,  an  apothecary ;  but  it  was  referred  to  the 
dean  when  and  upon  what  occasion  the  sentence  should  be 
put  in  eKecutioQ.     Thus  tenderly  was  he  treated ;  the  go- 
vernors of  his  college  could  hardly  keep  him,  and  yet  wished 
that  he  would  not  force  them  to  drive  him  away.     Some 
time  afterwards  he  assumed  an  appearance  of  decency ;  in 
bis  own  phrase,  he  whitened  himself,  having  a  desire  to 
obtain  the  censorship,  an  office  of  honour  and  some  profit 
in  the  college ;  but  when  the  election  came,  the  preference 
was  given  to  Mr.  Foulkes,  his  junior;  the  same,  I  suppose, 
that  joined   with   Freind  in  an   edition  of  part  of  De- 
mosthenes; it  not  being  thought  proper  to  trust  the  superin- 
tendance  of  others  to  a  man  who  took  so  little  care  of  him- 
self.    From  this  time  Smith  employed  his  malice  and  his 
wit  against  the  dean,  Dr.  Aldrich,  whom  he  considered  as 
the  opponent  of  his  claim.     Of  his  lampoon  upon  him,  I 
once  heard  a  single  line  too  gross  to  be  repeated.     But 
he  was  still  a   genius  and  a  scholar,  and  Oxfurd  was  un- 
willing to  lose  him  :  he  was  endured,  with  all  his  pranks 
and  his  vices,  two  years  longer;  but   on   December  20, 
1705,  at  the  instance  of  all  the  canons,  the  sentence  de* 
clared  five  years  before  was  put  in  execution.     The  exe- 
cution was,  I  believe,  silent  and  tender;  for  one  of  his 
friends,  from  whom  I  learned  much  of  bis  life,  appeared 
not  to  know  it.     He  was  now  driven  to  London,  where  be 
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associated  himself  with  the  wfai;^,  whether  becstise  ibey 
were  in  power,  or  because  the  tories  liad  expelled  him,  or 
because  he  was  a  whig  by  principle,  may   perhaps  b«i 
doubted.     He  was,  however,  caressed  by   men  of  great 
abilities,  whatever  were  their  party,  and  was  supported  by 
the  liberality  of  those  who  delighted  in  his  conversation. 
T^ere  was  once  a  design,  hinted  at  by  Oldisworth,  to  have 
made  him  useful.     One  evening*  as  he  was  siuing  with  a 
friend  at  a  tavern,  he  was  called  down  by  the  waiter,  and, 
having  stayed  some  time  below,  came  up  thoughtful.    After 
a  pause,  said  he  to  his  friend,  *  He  that  wanted  me  below 
was  Addison,  whose  business  was  to  tell  me  that  a  history 
of  the  revolution  was  intended,  and  to  propose  that  I  should 
undertake  it.     I  said,  *  What  shall  I  do  with  the  character 
of  lord  Sunderland  ?*     And  Addison  immediately  returned, 
*  When,  Rag,  were  you  drunk  last  ?*  and  went  away.  Cap- 
tain Rag  was  a  name  that  he  got  at  Oxford  by  his  negligence 
of  dress.     This  story  I  heard  from  the  late  Mr.  Clark,  of 
Lincoln's  Inn,  to  whom  it  was  told  by  the  friend  of  Smith, 
Such  scruples  might  debar  him  from  some  proikable  em« 
ployments ;  but  as  they  could  not  deprive  him  of  any  real 
esteem,  they  left  him  many  friends  ;  and  no  man  was  ever 
bvtter  introduced  to  the  theatre  than  he,  who,  in  that 
violent  conBict  of  parties,  had   a  prologue  and  epilogue 
from  the  first  wits  on  either  side.     But  learning  and  nature 
will  now-and-then  take  different  courses.    His  play  pleased 
the'criticS)  and   the  critics  only.     It  was,  as  Addison  has 
recorded,  hardly  heard  the  third  night     Smith  had,  in« 
deed,  trusted  entirely  to  his  merit ;  had  insured  no  band 
of  applauders,  nor  used  any  artifice  to  force  success^  aod 
#ound  that  naked  excellence  was  not  sufficient  for  its  own 
aupport.     The  play,  however,  was  bought  by  Lintot,  whe 
advanced  the  price  from  fifty  guineas,  the  current  rate,  to 
•ixty ;  and  Halifax,  the  general  patron,  accepted  the  de- 
dication.    Smith's  indolence  kept  him  from  writing  the 
dedication,  till  Lintot,  after  fruitless  importunity,    gave 
notice  that  he  would  publish  the  play  without  it.     Novis 
therefore,  it  was  written ;  and  Halifax  expected  die  author 
with  his  book,  and  had  prepared  to  reward  him  with  a 
place  of  three  hundred  pounds  a  year.     Smith,  by  pride^ 
or  caprice,  or  indolence,  or  bashfulness,  neglected  to  aU 
tend  him,  though  doubtless  warned   and  pressed  by  bia 
friends,  aad  at  last  missed  his  reward  by  net  going  to  ao- 
licit  it.    Id  1709,  a  year  after  the  exhibition  of  Pbsedny 
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died  John  Pbilips,  the  friend  and  fellow*collegian  orSmitb» 
who,  on^hat  occasion^  wrote  a  poenii  which  justice  must 
place  among  the  best  elegies  which  our  language  can  shew, 
mil  elegant  mixture  of  fondness  and  admiration,  of  dignity 
and' softness.  There  are  some  passages  too  ludicrous ;  but 
every  human  performance  has  its  faults.  This  elegy  it  was 
the  mode  among  his  friends  to  purchase  for  a  guinea;  and, 
as  his  acquaintance  was  numerous,  it  was  a  very  proGtable 
poem.  Of  bis  *  Pindar/  mentioned  by  Oidiswoirthi  T  have 
never  otherwise  heard.  His  ^  Longinus*  he  intended  to 
teccompany  with  some  illustrations,  and  had  selected  hit 
instances  of  ^  the  false  Sublime,*  from  the  works  of  Black* 
tnore.  He  resolved  to  try  again  the  fortune  of  the  stage^ 
with  the  story  of  *  Lady  Jane  Grey.'  It  is  not  unlikely 
chat  his  experience  of  th^  inefficacy  and  incredibility  of 
a  mythological  tale  might  determine  him  to  choose  an  ac- 
tion from  English  history,  at  no  great  distance  from  our 
own  times,  i^ich  was  to  end  in  a  real  event,  produced  by 
the  operation  of  known  characters.  Having  formed  hit 
pbn,  and  collected  materials,  be  declared  that  a  few 
months  would  complete  his  design ;  and,  that  he  might 
pursue  his  work  with  fewer  avocations,  he  was,  in  June, 
1710,  invited  by  Mn  George  Ducket,  to  his  bouse  a^ 
Hartham  in  Wiluhire.  Here  he  found  such  opportunities 
of  indulgence  as  did  not  much  forward  his  studies,  and 
particularly  some  strong  ale,  too  delicious  to  be  resisted. 
He  ate  and  drank  till  be  found  hitnself  plethoric :  and 
ttien,  resolving  to  ease  himself  by  evacuation,  he  wrote  to 
•n  apothecary  in  the  ndghbourhood  a  prescription  of  a 
purge  so  forcible,  that  the  apothecary  thought  it  his  duty 
to  delay  it  till  he  had  given  notice  of  its  danger.  Smith, 
not  pleased  with  the  contradiction  of  a  shopman,  and 
boastfol  of  his  own  knowledge,  treated  the  notice  with  rude 
contempt,  and  swallowed  his  own  medicine,  which,  in 
July  1710,  brought  htm  to  the  grave.  He  was  buried  at 
fiartham.  Many  years  afterwards,  Ducket  communicated 
to  CHdmizon,  the  historian,  an  account,  pretended  to  liave 
been  received  from  Smith,  that  Clarendon's  History  was, 
in  its  publication,  cerrupted  fey  Aldricfa,  l^malridge,  and 
AtteAury ;  and  that  Smith  was  employed  to  forge  and  in- 
sert the  alterations.  This  story  was  published  triumphantly 
by  CHdmixon,  and  may  be  supposed  to  have  been  eagerly 
reeerved :  but  its  progress  was  soon  checked ;  for,  finding 
its  way  into  the  journal  of  Trevoux,  it  fell  under  the  eye 
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of  Atkerbury,  then  an  6zile  in  France,  who  immediatety 
denied  the  charge,  with  this  remarkable  particular,  that  be 
neirer  in  his  whole  life  had  once  spoken  to  Smith;  hit 
company  being,  as  must  be  inferred,  not  accepted  by  those 
who  attended  to  their  characters..    The  charge  was  after- 
wards very  diligently  refuted  by  Dr.  Burton  of  Eton ;  a 
man  eminent  for  literature,  and,  though  not  of  the  same 
party  with  Aldrich  and  Atterbury,  too  studious  of  truth  to 
leave  them  burthened  with  a  false  charge.    The  testimo- 
nies which  he  has  collected  have  convinced  mankind  that 
either  Smith  or  Ducket  were  guilty  of  wilful  and  malicious 
falsehood.    This  controversy  brought  into  view  those  parts 
of  Smithes  life  which  with  more  honour  to  his  name  nnigbt 
have  been  concealed^     Of  Smith  I  can  yet  say  aliule  more. 
Me  was  a  man  of  such  estimation  among  bis  companions, 
that  the  casual  censures  or  praises  which  he  dropped  in 
conversation  were  considered,  like  those  of  Scaliger,  aa 
worthy  of  preservation*     He  had  gpreat  readiness  and  ex- 
actness of  criticism,  and  by  a  cursory  glance  over  a  new 
composition  would  exactly  tell  all  its  faults  and  beauties* 
He  was  remarkable  for  the  power  of  reading  with  great  ra- 
pidity, and  of  retaining  with  great  fidelity  what  he  so 
easily  collected.     He  therefore  always  knew  what  the  pre- 
sent question  required;  and,  when  his  friends  expressed 
their  wonder  at  his  acquisitions,  made  in  a  state  of  apparent 
negligence  and  drunkenness,  be  never  discovered  his  hours 
of  reading  or  method  of  study,  but  involved  himself  in 
affected  silence,  and  fed  his  own  vanity  with  their  admira- 
tion and  conjectures.     One  practice  he  had,  which  was 
easily  observed  :  if  any  thought  or  image  was  presented  to 
his  mind  that  he  could  use  or  improve,  he  did  not  su6Per 
it  to  be  lost ;  but,  amidst  the  jollity  of  a  tavern,  or  in  the 
warmth  of  conversation,  very  diligently  committed  to  paper. 
Thus  it  was  that  he  had  gathered  two  quires  of  hints  for 
his  new  tragedy ;  of  which  Rowe,  when  they  were  put  into 
bis  hands,  could   make,  as  he  says,  very   little   use,  bul 
which  the  collector  considered  as  a  valuable  stock  of  mate- 
rials.    When  he  came  to  London^  his  way  of  life  connected 
him  with  the  licentious  and  dissolute ;  and  he  affected  the 
airs  and  gaiety  of  a  man  of  pleasure ;  but  his  dress  waa 
always  deficient:  scholastic   cloudiness   still   hung   about 
hicpy  and  his  merriment  was  sure  to  produce  the  scorn  of 
his  companions.     With  all  his  carelessness,  and   all   his 
vices,  he  was  one  of  the  murmurers  at  fortune  ;  and  won- 
dered why  he  was  suffered  to  be  poor,  when  Addison  was 
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tftrdssed  and  preferred  :  nor  would  a  very  little  have  con- 
tented him;  for  he  estimated  his  wants  at  six  hundred 
|>ounds  a  year.  In  his  course  of  reading  it  was  particular, 
that  he  had  diligently  perused,  and  accurately  remembered, 
Che  old  romances  of  knight-errantry.  He  bad  a  high  Qpi-^ 
nion  of  his  own  merit,  and  something  contemptuous  in  his 
treatment  of  those  whom  he  considered  as  not  qualified  to 
oppose  or  contradict  him.  He  bad  many  frailties ;  yet  it 
cannot  but  be  supposed  that  he  had  great  merit,  who  could 
obtain  to  the  same  play  a  prologue  from  Addison,  and  an 
epilogue  from  Prior;  and  who  could  have  at  once  the  pa- 
tronage of  Halifax,  and  the  praise  of  Oldisworth."  * 

SMITH   (Edward),   bishop   of  Down   and   Connor,  a 
learned  divine  and  pbilpsopher^  was  born  at  Lisburn  in 
the  county  of  Antrim,  in  1665,  and  was  educated  in  the 
university  of  Dublin,  of  which  he  was  elected  a  fellow  in 
1684,  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  his  age.     He  afterwards 
took  his  degree  of  doctor  of  divinity.     During  (he  trouble-' 
some  times  in  1689,  he  retired  for  safety  to  England,  where 
he  was  recommended  to  the  Smyrna  company,  and  made 
chaplain  to  their  factories  at  Constantinople  and  Smyrna. 
Here  he  remained  four  years,  and,  probably  by  engaging 
in  trade,  very  much  advanced  his  private  fortune.     In  161^3 
he  returned  to  England,  and  was  made  chaplain  to  king 
William  III.  whom  he  attended  four  years  in  Flanders,  and 
became  a  great  favourite  with  his  majesty.     His  first  pro- 
motion was  to  the  deanery  of  St.  Patrick's,  Dublin,  in  1695^ 
whence  he  was  advanced  to  the  bishopric  of  Down  and 
Connor  in   1699,  and  was  soon  after  admitted  into  the 
privy-council.     He  died  at  Bath  in  October  1720,  leaving 
large  property  to  his  family.     He  printed  four  sermons, 
one  preached  at  London  before  the  Turkey  company,  the 
others  at  Dublin^  upon  public  occasions.     While  at  the 
university,  he  was  a  member  of  the  philosophical  society  of 
Dublin,  and  for  some  time  their  secretary.     In  1695  he 
was  elected  a  fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Londen,  and 
contributed  to  the  <<  Philosophit^al  Transactions,"  papers 
on  the  follow  subjects :   ^^  Answers  to  .Queries  about  Lough- 
Neagh ;"  *<  A  relation  of  an  extraordinary  effect  of  the 
power  of  imagination;^'    "  Account,  of  soap   earth  near 
Smyrna;"    •<  Of  Rusma,  a  black   earth;''  and  of  "The 
Use  of  Opium  among  the  Turks." ' 

1  Mmmob**  Li¥«t.«-Nieholt*t  Poenu— and  Atterbury'i  Correipoiideace. 
*  IIaiTis>t  editioo  of  Watre. 
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SMITH  (Geokoe),  of  Chichester,  the  seoond^  but  most 
luiown,  of  three   brothers,  all  distinguished  as  painters,, 
was  born  in  1714.     George  is  celebrated  as  a  painter  of 
landscape,  but  it  was.  expected  by  the  connoisseurs  of  the 
time,  that  bis  younger  brother  John  would  have  surpassed 
him  in  that  syle  of  painting.     In  the  contests  for  prizes,  at 
the  society  for  the  encouragement  of  arts,  John^s  landscapes 
were  frequently  preferred  to  those  of  George;  but  he  died 
at  an  earlier  period,  and  all  memory  of  his  works,  .as  well 
as  of  the  artist  himself,,  has  been  nearly  obliterated*     Wil- 
liam, the  eldest  brother,  was  a  painter  of  portraits,  but 
produced  also  some  good  landscapes.     He  is  said,  however, 
by  some  who  remember  him,  to  have  been  more  remark- 
able for  painting  frait  and   flowers,  than   for  the  other 
branches   of    his   art.     William   was   deformed,   and   his 
countenance  was  thought  by  many  to  resemble  that  of  the 
celebrated  John  Locke.     John  died  July  29,  1764,  at  the 
age  of  forty- seven,,    William  on  the  27th  of  the  ensuing 
September,  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven.    George  survived  till 
Sept.  7,  1776,  wheu  he   died,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two. 
Their  remains  are  deposited  in  the  church-yard  of  St.  Pan- 
eras  at  Chichester,  and  distinguished  only  by  a  plain  stone, 
containing  their  names  and  the  profession  of  each,  with. 
ihe^  dates  above  recited.     Mr.  W.  Pether,  «n  ingenious 
painter  and  engraver  in  mezzotinto,  who  was  intimate  with, 
these  brothers,  published  several  years  ago  an  admirable 
print,  with  fine  likenesses  of  the  three,  represented  in  a 
groupe;  the  eldest  is  reading  a  lecture  upon  landscape  to 
the  two  younger,  who  are  listening  with  great  attention.' 

SMITH  (Henry),  an  English  divine  of  popular  fame  in 
the  sixteenth  century,  was  born  in  1 530  of  a  good  family 
at  Withcock  in  Leicestershire,  and  after  pursuing  his 
studies  at  Oxford,  entered  into  the  church.  Wood  thinks 
be  took  the  degree  of  M.  A.  as  a  member  of  Hart-hail,  in- 
158^  ;  and  ad&,  that  *^  he  was  then  esteemed  the  miracle 
and  wonder  of  his  age,  for  bis  prodigious  memory,  and 
for  his  fluent,  eloqueat,  and  practical  way  of  preaching^** 
His  scruples,  however,  as  to  subscription  and  ceremonies^ 
were  such,  that  being  loth,  as  his  biographer  Fuller  in^ 
forms  us,  *^  to  make  a  rent  either  in  bis  own  conscience 
•r  in  the  chureh,''  he  resolved  not  to  undertedce  a  pastoraf 
charge,  1>at  accepted  the  office  of  lecturer  of  the  churcb 

•  Pwcetlinir  <J<ntiofl  of  thit  BJcf. 
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pt  ^  ClcfiitQt  Danet,  London.  H^re  he  was  patroniMd 
by  William  Cecil,  lord  Burleigh,  to  whom  he  dedicated 
his  sermoDs,  and  who  prevented  the  prosecutions  to  which 
the  other  scmpnlous  puritans  were  at  that  time  exposed. 
He  appears  to  have  been  one  of  the  most  popular  preach- 
ers of  his  age.  Fuller  informs  us,  as  an  instance,  thai 
after  his  preaching  a  sermon  on  Sarah's  nursing  of  Isaac, 
in  which  he  msintained  the  doctrine  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
all  mothers  to  nurse  their  own  children,  **  ladies  and  great 
gentlewomen  presently  reoianded  their  children  from  the 
^vicinage  round  about  London,  and  endeavoured  to  dis-*> 
charge  the  second  moietie  of  a  mother,  and  to  nurse  them 
whom  they  had  brought  into  the  world.''  Their  com* 
pliaoce  with  his  instructions  on  this  point  was  the  more 
condescending,  as  Mr.  Smith  was  a  bachelor. 

Of  his  death  we  have  no  certain  account.  Fuller,  who 
giv#6  him  the  highest  character,  and  whose  principles 
would  not  have  permitted  him  to  pay  this  respect  to  a 
pmfitao,  unless  of  very  extraordinary  worth  or  talents,  after 
making  every  inquiry,  concludes  that  he  died  about  1600» 
Wood  says  that  he  was  **  in  great  renown  among  mea  ia 
h59Sf'*  in  which  year  he  thinks  he  died. 

His  sermons  and  treatises  were  published  at  sundry  times 
about  the  close  of  the  sixteenth  century,  but  were  collected 
iyi^to  one  voltuue  4to,  in  1675,  to  which  Fuller  prefixed  the 
life  of  the  author.  This  volume  consists  of  '^  A  prepara* 
tive  to  marriage — a  Treatise  on  the  Lord's  Supper — Exa* 
imination  of  Usury — Benefit  of  Contentation,  &c."  and 
other  practical  pieces.  His  treatise  on  "  Atheism'^  was^ 
aooii  after  its  first  publication,  translated  into  Latin^  and 
published  at  Oppenheim,  1614,  &vo.  Granger  says,  **  h# 
was  called  the  siher^tongued  preacher,*'  as  though  be 
were  second  to  Chrysostom,  to  whom  the  epithet  mi  golden 
is  appropriated/ 

SMITH,  James.     See  MORE. 

SMITH  or  SMYTHE  (Jobn),  a  traveller  and  ambassa* 
dor,  was  the  son  of  sir  Clement  Smith,  of  Little  Baddow 
in  Essex,  by  a  mster  of  Edward  Seymour,  duke  of  Somer«> 
set,  and  donsequently  sister  to  Jane  Seymour,  the  third 
4)tteen  of  Henry  VIII.  He  was  educated  at  Oxford,  but 
10  what  college  is  not  known.    Wood  informs  us  that  he 

•  \jX%  by  Fuller.— Ath.  Ox.  toI.  I.— Granger.— Strypc'i  Life  of  Aylmer,  p. 
l3tt-156.<«*MtlQholf't  Lewettenb'tre,  voU  II. 


I   2 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


116  8  M  IT  ». 

trarelied  into  foreign  countries,  and  became  very  accom*^ 
piished  both  as  a  soldier  and  a  gentleman.  He  was  ivt 
France  in  the  reign  of  his  cousin  Edward  VI.  and  from  the 
introduction  to  bis  book  of  ^*  Instructions,*'  it  appears  that 
be  had  been  in  the  senrice  of  several  foreign  princes.-  In 
1576,  when  the  states^  of  the  Netherlands  took  up  arms  in 
defence  of  their  liberty  against  the  encroachments  of  the 
Spanish  government,  they  solicited  queen  Elizabeth  for 
a  loan ;  but,  this  being  inconvenient,  she  sent  Smith  to  in- 
tercede with  the  Spanish  monarch  in  their  behalf*  For  this 
purpose  she  conferred  the  honour  of  knighthood  upon  him. 
Wood  imputes  his  mission  to  his  <*  being  a  person  of  a 
Spanish  port  and  demeanour,  and  well  known  to  the 
Spaniards,  who  held  him,  as  their  king  did,  in  high  value, 
and  especially  for  this  reason  that  he  was  first  cousin  to 
king  Edward  VI.'*  Camden,  in  his  "  History  of  Eliza- 
beth," says  that  he  was  graciously  received  by  the  king  of 
Spain,  and  that  **  he  retorted  with  such  discretion  the  dis- 
graceful injuries  of  Caspar  Quiroga,  archbishop  of  Toledo, 
against  the  queen,  in  hatred  of  her  religion,  and  of  the 
inquisitors  of  Sevil,  who  would  not  allow  the  attribute  of 
Defender  of  th£  Faith  in  the  queen's  title,  that  the  king 
gave  him  thanks  for  it,  and  was  displeased  with  the  arch- 
bishop, desiring  the  ambassador  to  conceal  the  matter  from 
the  queen,  and  expressly  commanded  the  said  attribute  to 
be  allowed  her."  We  have  no  farther  account  of  his  his- 
tory, except  that  he  was  living  in  1595,  in  great  esteem 
by  learned  and  military  men.  He  wrote,  1.  A  "  Discourse 
concerning  the  forms  and  eflects  of  divers  Weapons,  and 
other  very  important  matters  military ;  greatly  mistakefkt 
hj  divers  men  of  war  in  their  days,  and  chiefly  of  the  raus* 
quet,caljrver,  and  long-bow,  &c."  Lond.  15S9,  reprinted 
1590,  4to.  2.  <<  Certain  instructions,  observations,  and 
orders  military,  requisite  for  all  chieftains,  captains,  higher 
and  lower  officers,"  ibid.  1594,  1595,  4to.  To  this  are 
added  ^*  Instructions  for  enrolling  and  mustering."  >  There 
are  two  MSS.  relative  to  his  transactions  in  Spain  in  the 
Cotton  library,  and  one  in  the  Lambeth  library. ' . 

SMITH  (John),  commonly  called  Capt.  John  Smlth, 
Of  Smtth,  was  born  at  Willoughby  in  the  couftty  of  Lin- 
eeln,  but  descended  from  the  Smyths  of  Cuerdley.  He 
Kanks  with  the  greatest  travellers  and  adventurers  of  bis^ 
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age,  and  was  distinguished  by  his  many  achierements  in 
the  four  quarters  ^f  the  globe.  In  the  wars  of  Hungary 
about  1602,  in  three  single  combats  he  overcame  three 
Turks,  and  cut  off  their  heads,  for  which  and  other  gallaat 
exploits  Sigismundy  duke  of  Traasylvania,  under  whom  he 
served,  gave  him  his  picture  set  in  gold,  with  a  peniion  of 
three  hundred  ducats :  and  allowed  him  to  bear  three 
Turks  heads  proper  as  his  shield  of  arms.  He  afterwards 
went  to  America,  where  he  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  Indians, 
from  whom  he  found  means  to  escape.  He  often  hazarded 
his  life  in  naval  engagements  with  pirates,  Spanish  men  of 
war,  and  in  other  adventures,  and  had  a  considerable  hand 
in  reducing  New-Englaad  to  the  obedience  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  in  reclaiming  the  inhabitants  from  barbarism.  If 
the  same,  which  is  very  probable,  who  is  mentioned  in 
Stow's  "  Survey  of  London,"  under  the  name  of  "  CapL 
John  Smith,  some  time  governor  of  Virginia  and  admiral 
of  New-England,"  he  died  June  21,  1631,  and  was  buried 
at  St.  Sepulchre's  church,  London.  There  is  a  MS  life  of 
him,  by  Henry  Wharton  in  the  Lambeth  library,  but  his 
exploits  may  be  seen  in  bis  "  History  of  Virginia,  New- 
England,  and  the  Summer  Isles,"  written  by  himself,  and 
published  at  London  in  1624,  fol.  Wood  also  attributes 
to  him,  1.  ^^  A  Map  of  Virginia,  with  a  description  of  the 
country,  the  commodities,  people,  government,  and  reli« 
^ion,"  Oxon.  1612,  4to.  2.  "  New-England's  Tryals,  &c," 
Lond.  1620,  4to.  3.  "  Travels  in  Europe,  &c."  ibid.  1630, 
reprinted  in  Churcbiira  Voyages,  vol.  II.' 

SMITH  (John),  an  English  divine,  was  born  ia  War- 
wickshire in  1563,  and  elected  a  scholar  of  St.  John's  col- 
lege, Oxford,  in  1577,  where  he  also  obtained  a  fellow- 
ship ;  and  Wood  informs  us,  was  ^^  highly  valued  in  the 
university  for  piety  and  parts,  especially  by  those  that  ex- 
celled in  both."  He  succeeded  Dr.  Lancelot  Andrews  as 
lecturer  in  St.  PauPs  cathedral,  London,  and  waa  much 
admired  as  a  preacher.  He  was  presented  to  the  vicarage 
of  Clavering  in  Essex,  in  Sept.  1592,  where  **he  shined 
as  a  star  in  its  proper  sphere,  and  was  much  reverenced 
for  his  religion,  learning,  humility,  and  holiness  of  life.'* 
Wood  also  speaks  of  him  as  being  skilled  in  the  original 
.  languages,  and  well  acquainted  with  the  writings  of  the 
ablest  divines.     He  died  Nov.  1616,  and  was  buried  in  the 
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church  of  Clavering.  He  left  several  books  to  the  library 
of  St.  John^s  college,  and  a  singular  bequest  <<  to  ten  faith* 
fal  and  good  ministers,  that  have  been  deprived  upon  that 
unhappy  contention  about  the  ceremonies  in  question,  20/. 
i.  e.  40s,  to  each  ;  and  hopes  that  none  will  attempt  to  de- 
feat those  parties  of  this  his  gift,  considering  God  in  hfs 
own  law  bath  provided  that  the  priests  of  Aaron,  deposed 
for  idolatry,  should  be  maintained ;  and  that  the  canon- 
law  saith.  Si  quis  excommunicatis  in  sustentationem  dare 
aliqoid  voluerit,  non  prohibemus."     Mr.  Smith's  works  are, 

1.  <«The  Essex  Dove,  presenting  the  world  witli  a  few  of 
her  olive-branches,  or  a  taste  of  the  works  of  the  rev.  John 
Smith,  &c.  delivered  in  three  treatises,  &c."  1629,  4to. 

2.  "  Exposition  on  the  Creed,  and  Explanation  of  the 
Articles  of  our  Christian  faith,  in  73  seripons,  &c.**  1682, 
folio.' 

SMITH  (John),  an  English '  divine  of  distinguished 
learning,  was  descended  of  an  ancient  family  originally 
'seated  at  Durham,  and  was  the  eldest  son  of  the  rev.  Wil- 
liam Smith,  rector  of  Lowther  in  Westmoreland,  by  Eli- 
zabeth, his  wife,  daughter  of  Giles  Wetherall  of  Stocktpn 
near  Durham.  His  grandfather,  Matthew  Smith,  was  a 
barrister,  and  of  much  reputation  for  his  skill  in  the  law, 
and  for  some  valuable  annotations  which  he  left  in  MS.  on 
Littleton's  tenures.  He  wrote  also  some  poetical  pieces 
and  two  dramas,  for  which  he  is  commemorated  in  Cibber^a 
^*  Lives  of  the  Poets."  During  the  rebellion  he  took  up 
arms  in  defence  of  Charles  L  and  served  under  prince 
Hupert,  particularly  at  the  battle  of  Marston-moor  in 
1644,  for  which  he  and  his  family  were  plundered  and 
sequestered. 

Our  author  was  born  at  Lowther,  Nov.  10,  1659,  and 
was  at  first  educated  by  his  father  with  a  care  which  his 
extraordinary  capacity  amply  repaid,  for  we  are  told  that 
he  learned  the  Latin  grammar  in  the  fifth  year  of  his  age, 
and  the  Greek  grammar  in  his  ninth.  After  this  he  was 
sent  to  Bradford  in  Yorkshire,  and  placed  under  Mr.  Chris-r 
topberNesse,  a  nonconformist  (see  N esse)  of  considera- 
ble learning ;  but  here  it  is  said  he  forgot  almost  all  his 
grammar  rules.  He  then  appears  to  have  been  taught  by 
Mr.  William  Lancaster,  afterwards  provost  of  Queen*s  col- 
lege, Oxford,  and  next  by  Mr.  Thomas  Lawson^  a  quaker 
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«d»QoUiiaster/imdier  whom  be  ccmtiniied  his  progr«M  in 
^he  learaed  kmgiiages.  He  was  alsQ  for  some  time  at  the 
«cbool  of  Appleby,  whence  be  was  seat  to  Cambridge,  and 
admitted  of  St.  John's  college  June  11,  1474,  aboatayear 
t>efore  bis  father's  death.  From  his  first  entrance  at  col- 
lege, be  was  much  noticed  for  his  exemplary  conduo,  and 
close  application  to  study,  which  enabled  him  to  take  bis 
degrees  in  arts  with  great  reputation ;  that  of  A.  B.  in  1677, 
end  of  A.  M.  in  1681.  Being  intended  for  the  church,  be 
was  ordained  both  deacon  and  priest,  by  Dr.  Richard 
Steam  or  Stern,  archbishop  of  York;  and  in  1681  was  in- 
wited  to  Durham  by  Dr.  Dennis  Granville,  who  had  a  great 
regard  for  his  family,  and  esteemed  him  highly  for  his  at- 
tainments. Id  July  1682  be  was  admitted  a  minor  canon 
of  Durham,  and  about  the  same  time  he  was  collated  to 
the  curacy  of  Croxdale,  and,  in  July  1684,  to  the  living 
of  Wiuon-Gilbert.  In  1686  he  wegt  to  Madrid,  as  chap- 
lain to  lord  Lansdowne,  the  English  ambassador,  and  re- 
<turned  soon  after  the  revolution.  In  1694  Crew,  bishop 
of  Durham,  appointed  him  bis  domestic  chaplain^  and  bad 
euch  an  opinixm  of  his  judgment,  that  he  generally  consulted 
Jiim  in  all  ecclesiastical  matters  of  importance.  His  lord- 
ship also  collated  him  to  the  rectory  and  hospital  of 
Gateshead  in  June  1695,  and  to  a  prebend  of  Durham  ia 
jSeptember  following.  In  1696  be  was  created  D.  D.  at 
Cambridge,  and  was  made  treasurer  of  Durham  in  1699^ 
to  which  bishop  Crew,  in  July  1704,  added  the  rectory  of 
Bishop-Wearmoutb. 

Here  he  not  only  repaired  the  chancel  in  a  handsome 
and  substantial  manner,  but  built  a  very  spacious  and  ele- 
gant parsonage-house,  entirely  at  bis  own  expence,  and 
laid  out  considerable  sums  on  bis  prebendal  bouse,  and 
on  other  occasions  shewed  much  of  a  liberal  and  charitable 
spirit.  But  bis  chief  delight  was  in  bis  studies,  to  which  be 
applied  with  an  industry  which  greatly  impaired  bis  health, 
€0  that  he  began  to  decline  about  two  years  before  bis 
death,  which  took  place  July  SO,  1715,  in  the  fifty-sixth 
year  of  his  age.  He  died  at  Cambridge,  where  be  bad 
presided  for  some  time  in  order  to  complete  bis  edition  of 
the  works  of  the  venerable  Bede  ;  and  was  interred  in  -the 
chapel  of  St  John's  college,  in  which  a  handsome  marble 
monument  was  erected  to  bim,  with  a  Latin  inscriptioq  by 
bis  learned  friend  Thomas  Baker,  the  antiquary.  His  charac- 
ter seems  in  all  respects  to  have  been  estimable.     He  was 
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learned,  generous,  and  strict  in  the  duties  of  hiM>rofeision, 
He  was  one  of  ten  brothers,  five  of  whom  sOTrived  biai, 
and  \yhom  he  remembered  in  his  will.  They  were  all  mem 
of  note;  William,  a  physician,  died  at  Leeds  in  1729} 
Matthew,  a  Biackwell-ball  factor,  died  at  Newcastle  in 
1721 ;  George,  a  clergyman  and  chaplain  general  to  the 
army,  died  in  1725  ;  Joseph,  provost  of  Queen' s-college, 
Oxford,  of  whom  hereafter ;  Benjamin,  remembered  also 
in  his  brother's  will,  but  died  before  him,  a  student  of  the 
Temple;  and  PosTHUMUS  Smith,  an  eminent  civilian,  who 
died  1725/ 

Dr.  Smith  married  Mary  eldest  daughter  of  William 
Cooper,  of  Scarborough,  esq.  by  whom  he  had  a  consider- 
able fortune,  and  five  sons.  Besides  his  edition  of  Bede's 
History,  be  published  four  occasional  sermons,  and  bad 
made  some  progress  in  a  History  of  Durham,  for  which 
bishop  Nicolson  thought  him  well  qualified.  He  likewise 
furnished  Gibson  with  the  additions  to  the  bishopric  of 
Purhan),  which  he  used  in  his  edition  of  Camden's  *^  Bri- 
tannia." He  also  assisted  Mr.  Anderson  in  his  ^*  Historical 
Essay"  to  prove  that  the  crown  and  kingdom  of  Scotland 
is  imperial  and  independent.  Dr.  Smith's  eldest  son, 
Geobge,  w^  born  at  Durham  May  7,  1693,  and  educated 
at  Westminster- school  and  at  St  John's-college,  Cam- 
bridge, but  in  two  years  was  removed  to  Queen's«college, 
Oxford,  where  his  uncle  was  provost,  and  the  learned  Ed- 
ward Tbwaites  his  tutor.  He  afterwards  studied  law  in  the 
Inner  Temple,  but  being  a  nonjuror,  quitted  that  profes- 
sion, took  orders  among  the  nonjurors,  and  was  made  titu- 
lar bishop  of  Durham.  He  died  Nov.  4,  1756,  at  Burn- 
hall  in  the  county  of  Durham.  He  is  represented  as  an 
universal  scholar,  and  particularly  an  able  antiquary.  He 
}s  said  to  have  written,  anonymously,  some  controversial 
pieces,  one  of  which  was  entitled  ^^  Britons  and  Saxons  not 
converted  to  Popery,  in  answer  to  a  popish  book,  bearing 
the  title  of  ^  England's  Conversion  and  Refi>rmation  com- 
pared'." He  also  supplied  Carte  with  some  materials  for 
his  history  ;  but  he  is  chiefly  known  for  his  splendid  edition 
of  Bede's  works,  which  was  prepared  for  the  press  by  his 
father,  and  published  by  this  son  at  Cambridge  in  1 722, 
folio,  with  2]t  lift^9  and  some  additions  to  what  his  father  had 
left.? 

>  Biag.  Brito^Hutcbinfoq'B  Purh^m.Tpl,  I.  p,  |5).— Nicoboii'f  Letters,  vol.  h 
p.2«4.  ^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


SMITH.  121 

SMITH  (Joseph),  younger  brother  of  the  preceding  Dr. 
John  Smith,  and  the  munificent  provost  of  Queen's  college, 
Oxford,  was  born  at  Lowther,  Oct.  10,   1670.     His  father 
dying  when  he  was  five  years  old,  his  mother  removed  with 
her  family  to  Guisborough  in  Yorkshire,  where  he  was  edu- 
cated for  some  time,  until  his  brother  placed  him  under  his 
own  eye  at  the  public  school  at  Durham,  under  Mr.  Thomas 
Battersby,  a  very  diligent  master,  who  qualified  him  for  the 
university  at  the  age  of  fifteen.     He  was  not,  however,  sent 
thither  immediately,  but  put  under  the  tuition  of  the  rev. 
Francis  Woodman,  one  of  the  minor  canons  of  Durham,  an 
excellent  classical  scholar.    The  dean  also,  Dr.  Dennis  Gran- 
ville, invited  him  to  his  house,  and  took  a  lively  interest  in 
his  education.     Here  he  continued  until  the  revolution, 
when  Dr.  Granville,  who  could  not  be  reconciled  to  the 
new.  government,  determined  to  follow  his  master,  king 
James,  to  France,  and  much  solicited  young  Smith  to  em- 
bark in  the  same  cause,  which  his  party  did  not  think  at 
that  time  hopeless.     But  Smith  being  very  eager  to  com- 
mence his  university  education,  and  hearing  of  the  arrival 
of  his  uncle.  Dr.  John,  from  Madrid,  preferred  going  to 
London  to  meet  and  advise  with  him.    This  had  another 
happy  effect,  for  he  now  found  a  generous  patron  in  his 
godfather,  sir  Joseph  Williamson,  who  received  him  very 
kindly,  and  gave  him  recommendatory  letters  to  Oxford,, 
where  he  was  admitted.  May  10,  1689,  to  a  scholarship  in 
Queen^s  college.     Here  he  had  Mr.  William  Lancaster  for 
his  tutpr,  and  pursued  his  studies  with  such  zeal  and  success 
as  to  become  an  honour  to  the  society.     Among  his  con- 
temporaries were,  the  afterwards  well  known  and  highly 
respected  prelates  Tanner  and  Gibson,  with  both  of  whom 
now  began  an  intimacy  which  subsisted  all  their  lives.     In 
1693,  being  chosen  a  taberder,  he  took  his  first  degree  in 
arts,  and  was  advancing  in  his  studies,  when  sir  Joseph 
Williamson  removed  him  from  college,  by  appointing  him 
his  deputy  keeper  of  the  paper-office  at  Whitehall ;  and  sir 
Joseph  being  soon  after  one  of  the  plenipotentiaries  at 
Ryswick,  took  Mr.  Smith  with  him  as  his  secretary. 

During  his  beuig  abroad,  the  university  created  him  M;  A. 
by  diploma,  March  1,  169(5,  a  very  high  mark  of  respect; 
and  he  was  ^Iso  elected  to  a  fellowship,  Oct.  31,  1698, 
though  Qot  in  orders,  the  want  of  which  qualification  had 
been  sometimes  dispensed  with  in  the  case  of  men  of  emii- 
pence,  ^s  in  that  of  sir  Joseph  Williamson  himself,  and 
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Ttckel  the  poet  Wbiie  abroad,  be  visited  some  foreign 
oenrto  along  with  his  patron,  and  was  no  inattentive  <4>senrer 
of  tbe  political  state  of  each,  as  appears  by  some  memoin 
lie  left  in  MS.  concerning  tlie  treaty  of  Ryswick ;  and  he 
Ind  ako  a  share  in  the  publication  of  ^^  The  Acts  and  Ne- 
.godatioiis,  with  tbe  particular  articlea  at  large  of  that 
peace.'*  Those  circumstances,  with  the  talents  he  dis* 
played  both  in  conversation  and  correspondence,  procured 
ium  Tery  flattering  offers  of  political  employment,  both  from 
the  earl  of  Manchester  and  sir  Philip  Meadows,  the  one  am- 
Ikassador  at  the  court  of  France,  the  other  envoy  to  that  of 
■Vienna.  But,  although  he  had  fully  enjoyed  the  oppor- 
tunities he  had  abroad  of  adding  to  his  knowledge  of  the 
world,  his  original  destination  to  the  church  remained  nn- 
altered,and  to  accomplish  it  he  returned  to  Oxford  in  1700, 
where  he  was  gladly  received.  He  was  then  ordained  by 
Dr.  Talbot,  bishop  of  Oxford,  and  was  heard  to  say,  that 
when  he  laid  aside  his  lay  habit,  he  did  it  with  the  greatest 
pleasure,  as  looking  upon  holy  orders  to  be  the  highest 
boDour  that  could  be  conferred  upon  him.  It  was  not  long 
before  he  entered  into  the  more  active  service  of  the  church. 
Dr.  Halton,  then  provost  of  Queen's  college,  and  archdea- 
con of  the  diocese,  having  presented  him  to  the  donative 
of  Iffley  near  Oxford,  and  at  tbe  same  time  appointed  him 
divinity -lecturer  in  the  college.  The  lectures  he  read  in 
this  last  character  were  long  remembered  to  his  praise. 

On  queen  Anne's  visiting  the  university  in  1702,  Mr. 
Smith  was  selected  to  address  her  majesty;  and  in  1704,  he 
served  the  oflBce  of  senior  proctor  with  spirit  and  prudence, 
and  constantly  attended  the  disputations  and  other  exercises 
in  tbe  public  schools.  At  this  time  it  appears  he  had  the 
appellation  of  *^  handsome  Smith,'*  to  distinguish  him  from 
his  fellow- proctor,  Mr.  Smit^^  of  St.  John's  college,  who 
bad  few  personal  graces.  They  were  equally  attentive, 
however,  to  their  duties,  and  in  their  attendance  on  the 
public  disputations,  which  madeTickel  say  on  one  occasion, 
^*  there  was  warm  work  at  the  schools,  for  that  the  two 
Smiths  made  the  sparks Jbf,^^  In  the  exercise  of  this  office, 
Mr.  Smith  coming  to  a  tavern,  where  was  a  party  carousing, 
one  of  whom  happened  to  be  a  relation  of  prince  George 
of  Denmark,  he  admonished  them  for  their  irregularity, 
iriiicb  they  considered  as  an  intrusion,  and  made  use  of  the 
French  language,  which  they  thought  he  did  not  under- 
stand,  to  speak  disrespectfully  of  him.      On   this,  Mr* 
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Smithy  in  the  same  language,  informed  them  of-  the  nature 
mnd  obligations  of  his  office,  in  a  manner  so  polite,  and  at 
'the  same  time  so  spirited,  that  they  acknowledged  their 
fi^ult,  admired  his  behaviour,  and  having  accepted  an  invi- 
tation to  spend  the  following  evening  with  him  in  his  col- 
lege, treated  him  ever  after  with  the  greatest  respect 

On  the  death  of  Dr.  Haltoli  in  July  1704,  Mr.  Smith's 
friends  proposed  him  as  a  candidate  for  the  provostsbip, 
but  this  he  declined,  and  employed  bis  interest,  which  was 
very  great,  in  behalf  of  his  tutor,  Dr.  Lancaster,  who  was 
accordingly  elected,  and  proved  a  considerable  benefactor 
to  tbe  college.  It  was  he  who  conducted  the  erection  of 
the  buildings  on  the  south  side,  from  the  benefiaction  of 
SOOOL  left  by  sir  Joseph  Williamson  for  that  purpose,  in 

nuring  which  Mr.  Smith  had  been  very  instrumental. 
Hum  Dr.  Lancaster,  in  1705,  presented  Mr.  Smith  first 
torRussel-court  chapel,  and  then  to  the  lectureship  of  Tri- 
aity  chapel  in  Conduit-street,  both  at  that  time  in  his  gift 
as  vicar  of  St,  Martin*s-in-the- Fields. 

These  promotions  requiring  a  residence  in  London,  Mn 
Smith  was  soon  after  appointed  chaplain  to  Edward  Villiers, 
earl  of  Jersey,  then  lord  chamberlain,  whom  he  had  known 
at  Ryswick,  where  his  lordship  was  one  of  tbe  plenipoten- 
tiaries. Lord  Jersey  now  introduced  him  at  court,  'and  be 
preached  several  times  before  the  queen,  and  would  have 
'  been  otherwise  promoted  by  his  lordship's  interest  had  be 
lived.  But  be  not  only  lost  this  patron  by  death,  but  ana* 
ther,  William  Henry  Granville,  nephew  to  dean  Granville, 
and  tbe  last  earl  of  Bath  of  that  family,  who  had  a  very 
high  esteem  for  him. 

In  the  mean  time,  having  accumulated  his  degrees  in 
divinity,  Nov.  2,  1708,  he  was  presented  by  bis  college  to 
the  rectory  of  Knights-Emham,  and  the  donative  of  Upton- 
Grey,  both  in  the  county  of  Southampton.  Soon  after  he 
married  Miss  Mary  Lowther,  niece  to  the  late  provost,  Dr. 
Halton,  and  of  the  noble  family  of  Lonsdale,  a  very  amia- 
ble lady,  who  bad  engaged  his  affections  while  resident  with 
her  uncle  at  Queen's.  In  1716,  Dr.  Smith  exchanged 
Upton-Grey  with  Dr.  Grandorge,  prebendary  of  Canter* 
bury,  for  tae  rectory'  ofSt.  Dionis  Back-church,  London^ 
where  he  performed  the  duties  of  a  parish  priest  with  the 
ptmost  assiduity,  and  was  much  admired,  and  consulted  for 
his  advice  in  matters  of  conscience,  and  where  he  reclaimed 
several  persons,  some  of  distinction,  from  the  errors  of 
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pop«ry9  and  was  a  great  benefactor  to  the  repairs  of  the 
church,  over  which  he  presided  for  forty  years.  He  hke* 
wise  annually  bought  a  great  number  of  religious  tracts, 
which  he  liberally  distributed  among  his  parishioners. 

On  the  accession  of  George  I.  be  was  again  introduced 
at  court  by  the  earl  of  Grantbam,  lord  chamberlain  to  the 
prince  of  Wales  (afterward  George  II.)  and  was  made  chap* 
lain  to  the  princess,  in  which  office  he  continued,  until  her 
highness  came  to  the  throne,  to  give  attendance  in  his  turn ; 
but  at  that  period,  although  he  was  still  her  majesty^s  chap- 
lain, .he  had  no  farther  promotion  at  court.  For  this  two 
.  reaspns  have  been  assigned,  the  one  that  he  was  negligent 
in  making  use  of  his  interest,  and  offered  no  solicitation ; 
the  other,  that  his  Tory  principles  were  not  at  that  time 
very  acceptable.  He  used  to  be  called  the  Hanover  Tory  j 
but  he  was  in  all  respects  a  man  of  moderation,  and  sin- 
cerely attached  to  the  present  establishment.  As  some 
compensation  for  the  loss  of  court- favour,  his.  old  fellow- 
student,  Dr.  Gibson,  when  bishop  of  Lincoln,  promoted 
him  to  the  prebend  of  Dunholm  in  that  church,  and  upon 
his  translation  to  London  gave  him  the  donative  of  Padding- 
ton,  near  London.  In  this  place,  Dr.  Smith  built  a  house 
for  himself,  the  parsonage-house  having  been  lost  by  his 
predecessor's  neglect,  and  afterwards  retired  here  with  his 
family  for  the  benefit  of  his  health.  He  also  established 
an  afternoon  lecture,  at  the  request  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
procured  two  acts  of  parliament,  to  which  he  contributed 
a  considerable  part  of  the  expence,  for  twice  enlarging  the 
church-yard.  The  same  patron  also  promoted  him  to  the 
prebend  of  St.  Mary,  Newington,  in  the  cathedral  of  St. 
PauPs,  which  proved  very  advantageous  to  him ;  but,  as  he 
now  held  two  benefices  with  cure  of  souls,  namely,  St.  Dio- 
nis  and  Paddington,  he  gave  the  rectory  of  Newington,  an- 
nexed to  the  prebend,  to  Dr.  Ralph  Thoresby,  son  to  the 
celebrated  antiquary.  On  the  building  of  the  new  church 
of  St.  George's,  Hanover-square,  he  was  chosen  lecturer 
in  March  1725,  and  was  there,  as  every  where  else,  much 
admired  for  his  talents  in  the  pulpit.  He  had  before  resign- 
ed the  lectureship  of  Trinity  chapel  in  Conduit-street,  and 
in  1731  resigned  also  that  of  St.  George's,  in  consequence 
of  having  been,  on  Oct.  20,  1 730,  elected  provost  of  Queen's 
college,  which  owes  much  of  its  present  splendor  and  pro- 
sperity to  his  zeal  and  liberality.  We  have  already  noticed 
that  he  had  persuaded  sir  Joseph  Williamson  to  alter  his  will 
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in  its  favour,  which  had  before  been  drawn  op  in  fafour  of 
endowing  a  college  in  Dublin;  and  it  was  now  to  bis  int^- 
•ference  that- the  college  owed  the  valuable  foundation  of 
John  Michel,  esq.  for  eight  master  fellows,  four  bachelor 
scholars,  and  four  undergraduate  scholars  or  exhibitioners, 
besides  livings,  &c.  Dr.  Smith  was  also  instmmental  in 
procuring  queen  Caroline's  donation  of  1000/.  lady  Eliza« 
beth  Hastings*s  exhibitions,  and  those  of  sir  Francis  Bridg- 
man,  which,  without  his  perseverance,  would  have  been 
entirely  tost ;  and  besides  what  he  bequeathed  himself,  be 
procured  a  charter  of  mortmain,  in  May  1732,  to  secure 
these  several  benefactions  to  the  college. 

During  his  provostship,  which  lasted  twenty-six  years,  he 
was  sensible  of  the  infirmities  of  age,  and  was  a  great  suf- 
ferer by  acute  complaints,  particularly  the  strangury,  which 
he  bore  with  great  resignation,  and  was  always  cheerful, 
active,  and  liberal.  He  passed  much  of  his  time  at  a  villa 
at  Kidlington,  where  he  had  purchased  a  manor  and  estate, 
but  went  up  to  London  for  some  part  of  the  yeak*,  and  of- 
ficiated at  St.  Dionis  church.  He  died  in  Queen's  college, 
Tuesday,  Nov.  23,  1756,  in  the  eighty-sixth  year  of  hit 
age,  and  was  interred  in  the  vault  under  the  chapel.  He 
|)ublished  only  two  sermons,  the  one  on  the  death  of  queen 
Anne,  entitled  "  The  duty  of  the  living  to  the  memory  of 
the  dead,"  the  other  before  the  sons  of  the  clergy;  and  in 
1754,  a  pamphlet  entitled  ^^  A  clear  and  comprehensive 
▼iew  of  the  Being  and  Attributes  of  God,  formed  not  only 
upon  the  divine  authority  of  the  holy  Scriptures,  but  the 
solid  reasonings  and  testimonies  of  the  best  authors,  both 
Heathen  and  Christian,  which  have  writ  upon  that  subject." 
He  also  contributed  much  to  the  publication  of  bishop  Be- 
veridge's  works,  when  the  MSS.  were  entrusted  to  his  care 
in  1707,  and  gave  an  excellent  character  of  that  pious  au- 
thor in  the  preface. 

Mrs.  Smith  died  April  29,  1745,  and  was  buried  at  Kid- 
iington,  where  many  of  the  family  He.'  By  her  he  had 
three  children,  Joseph,  Anne,  and  William.  The  last  died 
yo^i$g,  and  wa»  buried  in  St.  Dionis  chtirch,  London. 
Anne  became  the  wife  of  the  rev.  William  Lamplugb, 
some  time  fellow  of  New  college,  Oxford,  who  died  in 
1737,  after  which  she  married  major  James  Hargra^e,  and 
survived  her  father,  as  did  her  brother,  Joseph  Smith,  esq. 
LL.  D.  who  inherited  the  estate  at  Kidlington.' 

1  Biog.  Brit. 
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SMITH  (John)^  a  learned  English  divine,  was  b^ti  in 
1618,  at  Acburcb,  near  Oundle  in  Northamptonsbirei 
where  his  father  possessed  a  small  farm.  In  April  1636^ 
be  was  admitted  of  Emanuel  college  in  Cambridge,  when^ 
be  bad  the  happiness  of  having  Dr.  Wbichcote,  then  fellow 
of  that  college,  afterwards  provost  of  King\  for  his  tutos. 
He  took  a  bachelor  of  arts'  degree  in  1640,  and  a  master^s 
in  1644;  and,  the^ame  year,  waschoseR  a  fellow  of  Queen^s 
^ollege,  the  fellowships  appropriated  to  his  county  in  bis 
own  college  being  none  of  tb#m  vacant  Here  bm  becamfT 
an  eminent  tutor,  and  read  a  malhematioil  Iwlttre  for  some 
years  in  the  public  schools.  He  died  A«g,7,  1652,  and 
was  interred  in  the  chapel  of  the  same  college ;  at  which 
time  a  sermon  was  preached  by  Simon  Patrick,  then  fellow 
of  Queen's,  and  afterwards  bishop  of  Ely,  giving  a  short 
account  of  his  life  and  death.  In  this  he  is  represented  aa 
a  man  x>f  great  abilities,  vast  learning,  and  possessing  aisp 
every  grace  and  virtue  which  can  improve  and  adorn  hu« 
man  nature.  His  moral  and  spiritual  perfections  could  ba^ 
only  known  to  bis  contemporaries ;  but  bis  uncommon  abk" 
lities  and  erudition  appear  manifestly  in  those  treatises  of 
his,  which  were  published  by  Dr.  John  Worthington  at 
Cambridge,  in  1660,  4to,  under  the  title  of '^  Select  Dis« 
courses,'*  consisting,  1.  ^*  Of  the  true  Way  or  Method  of 
attaining  to  Divine  Knowledge."  2-  ^^  Of  Superstition.'* 
3.  "  Of  Atheism."  4.  "  Of  the  Immprtality  of  the  Soul.'* 
5.  Of  the  Existence  and  Nature  of  God."  6.  <<  Of  Pro- 
phesy«"  7.  ^^  Of  the  Diffesence  between  the  Legal  and 
the  Evangelical  Righteousness^  the  old  and  new  Covenant^ 
&c.  8.  ^  Of  the  Shortness  and  Vanity  of  a  Pharisaical 
Righteeuaness."  9.  *^  Of  the  Excellency  and  Nobleness 
of  true  Keligion."  10.  ^<  Of  a  Christian's  conflict  witb^ 
and  conquesu  over,  Satan.'* 

These  are  not  sermons,  but  treatises ;  and  are  less  known 
than  they  deserve.  They  shew  an  uncommon  reach  of  un- 
derstand[ing  and  penetration,  as  well  a^  an  immense  trea- 
sure  of  learning,  in  their  author.  A  second  edition  Ojf 
them,  corrected,  with  tbe  funeral  sanMo  by  Patr| A  ail- 
nexedp  was  published  at  Cambridge,  in  letS^  41^  Tbe 
discourse  ^'  upon  Prophesy,"  was  translated  into  Latin  by 
Le  Clerc,  and  prefixed  to  fai»  '^  Commentary  on  tbe  Pro* 
pheu,"  published  in  1731.' 

«  Kennet^f  HiBtoftcft)  Kegittcr.—Flikrifik's  ScrmoA  preached  at  hii  funeral. 
— Birch'i  Life  of  TiUoitoii. 
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SMITH  (John),  pronounced  by  Mr.  Walpole  (siiiMtord 
Orford)  to  be  the  best  mezzotinter  that  has  appeared,  waa 
certainly  a  genius  of  singular  merit,  who  united  goftneai 
with  strength,  and  finishing  with  freedom.  .  He  floarisbed 
towards  the  e;nd  of  king  Wilkiam*s  reign,  but  of  hia  life  lit** 
tie  is  kuown,  except  that  he  served  his  time  with  one  Tillel, 
a  painter,  in  Moor-fields ;  and  that  as  soon  as  he  became  haa. 
owQ  master,  be  applied  to  Becket,  and  learned  the  secret 
of  mezzotinto.  Being  further  instructed  by  Vander  Vaart^ 
be  was  taken  to  work  in  the  bouse  of  sir  Godfrey  KnelUr; 
and,  as  be  was  to  be  the  publisher  of  that  master's  works, 
no  doubt  be  received  considerable  bints,  from  him,  which 
be  amply  repaid.  ^'  To  posterity,  perhaps,"  says  lord  Or« 
ford,  '^  his  prints  will  carry  an  idea  of  something  burlesque } 
perukes  of  outrageous  length:  flowing  over  suits  of  armour, 
compose  wonderful  habits.  It  is  equally  strange  that  fiuhiott 
could  introduce  the  one,  and  establish  the  practice  of  re- 
presenting the  other,  when  it  was  out  of  fashion.  Smith 
excelled  in  exMbiting  both,  as  be  found  them  in  the  por^ 
traits  of  Kneller.'*  Lord  Orford  and  Mr.  Strutt  have  given 
a  list  of  his  best  works,  and  the  latter  an  instance  of  avarice 
not  much  to  bis  credit.' 

SMITH  (Miles),  bishop  of  Gloucester,  a  very  learned 
prelate,  was  born  in  the  city  of  Hereford,  and  became, 
about  the  year  1568,  a  student  in  Corpus  Christi  college, 
Oxford ;  from  which  college  he  transferred  himself  t^ 
Brasen  Nose,  and  took  the  degrees  in  arts,  as  a  member  of 
that  bouse.  He  was  afterwards  made  one  of  the 
chaplains,  or  petty  canons  of  Christ^church,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  degree  of  bachelor  in  divinity,  whilst  be 
belonged  to  that  royal  foundation.  In  process  of  time  \ke 
was  raised  to  the  dignity  of  canon  residentiary  of  the  ca* 
thedral  church  of  Hereford :  he  was  created  doctor  of  di- 
vinity in  1594;  and,  at  length,  in  1612,  advanced  to  the 
see  of  Gloucester,  and  consecrated  on  the  20th  of  Sep-* 
tember  in  that  year.  His  knowledge  of  the  Latin,  Gredk, 
and  Oriental  languages  was  so  extraordinary,  that,  upon 
this.aocouot,  be  was  described,  by  a  learned  bishop  of  tbe 
kii^dom,  as  a/^  very  walking  library."-  He  used  to  say  o( 
himself,  that  be  was  ^'covetous  of  nothing  but  books.*^ 
It  was  particularly  for  his  exact  and  eminent  skill  in  tbe 
Eastern  tongues,  that  he  was  thought  worthy,  by  king  James 
the  Firs^  to  be  called  to  that  great  work,  the  last  transr 


^  Walpole't  Aneodotei.— Stfiitt%  DictioDarj. 
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iation  by  authority  of  our  English  Bible.  In  this  nndet^ 
taking  he  was  esteemed  one  of  the  principal  persons.  Hcf 
began  with  the  first,  and  was  the  last  man  in  the  transla- 
tion of  the  work:  for  after  the  task  was  finished  by  the 
whole  number  appointed  to  the  business,  who  were  some- 
what above  forty,  the  version  was  revised  and  improved*  by 
tw^ve  selected  from  them ;  and,  at  length,  was  referrek 
to  the  final  examination  of  Bilson  bishop  of  Winchester, 
and  our  Dr.  Smith.  When  all  was  ended,  he  was  com- 
manded to  write  a  preface,  which  being  performed  by  him^ 
it  was  made  public,  and  is  the  same  that  is  now  extant  in 
our  Church  Bible.  The  origrina^l  is  said  to  be  preserved  in 
.the  Bodleian  library.  It  was  for  his  good  services  in  this 
translation,  that  Dr.  Smith  was  appointed  bishop  of  Glou- 
cester, and  had  leave  to  bold  in  commendam  with  his  bi- 
shopric his  former  livings,  namely,  the  prebend  of  Hinton 
in  the  church  of  Hereford,  the  rectories  of  Upton*on- 
Severn,  Hartlebury  in  the  diocese  of  Worcester,  and  the 
first  portion  of  Ledbury,  called  Overhall.  According  to 
Willis  he  died  October  20 ;  but  Wood  says,  in  the  beginning 
of  November,  1624,  and  was  buried  in  bis  own  cathedraL 
He  was  a  strict  Calvinist,  and  of  course  no  friend  to  the 
proceedings  of  Dr.  Laud.  lu  1632,  a  volume  of  sermons, 
transcribed  from  his  original  manuscripts,  being  fifteen  in 
number,  was  published  at  London,  in  folio,  and  he  was 
the  editor  of  bishop  Babington^s  works,  to  which  he  pre- 
fixed a  preface,  and  wrote  some  verses  for  his  picture* 
One  of  bishop  Smith's  own  sermons  was  published  in  oc- 
Uvo,  1 602,  without  his  knowledge  or  consent,  by  Robert 
Burhili,  under  the  title  of  '^  A  learned  and  godly  Sermon, 
preached  at  Worcester,  at  an  assize,  by  the  Rev.  and  learned 
Miles  Smith,  doctor  of  divinitie." ' 

SMITH  (Richard),  a  learned  popish  divine,  but  of 
great  fickleness  in  his  principles,  was  born  in  Worcester-^ 
•hire  in  1500,  and  educated  at  Oxford.  In  1527  he  was 
admitted  a  probationary  fellow  of  Merton-college,  took  the 
degree  of  M.  A.  in  1530,  and  was  elected  registrar  of  the 
university  the  year  following.  He  afterwards  became  rec- 
tor of  Cuxham  in  Oxfordshire,  principal  of  St  Alban's- 
hall,  divinity-reader  of  Magdalen-college,  regius  professor 
of  divinity,  and  took  his  doctor's  degree  in  that  factrity. 

1  Ath.  Ox.  ▼ol.  h  new  edit.— Fu11er*i  Worthies.~Prefac<  to  bit  StnuoBS  by 
8tepl|tDi.-^»ark4date'«  MeBortalt,  decade  III. 
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In  1 537,  he  was  made  master  of  Wittington-college  in  Lon- 
don, of  which  he  was  deprived  in  the  reign  of  Edward  VI. 
In' the  first  year  of  this  reign,  he  recanted  his  opinions  at 
;8t.  PauPs-cross,  yet  was  obliged  to  resign  his  professorship 
at  Oxford,  in  which  he  was  succeeded  by  the  celebrated 
reformer  Peter  Martyr,  with  whom  he  had  afterwards  a 
controversy.  From  Oxford  he  went  first  to  St.  Andrew^s 
in  Scotland,  and  thence  to  Paris,  iti  1550,  and  from  Paris 
to  Lovaine,  where  he  was  complimented  with  the  professor- 
ship of  theology. 

On  the  accession  of  queen  Mary,  he  returned  to  Eng- 
land, was  restored  to  his  professorship,  made  canon  of 
Christ-church,  and  chaplain  to  her  majesty.  One  of  his 
principal  appearances  on  record  was  at  Oxford,  where, 
when  the  bishops  Ridley  and  Latimer  were  brought  to  the 
stake,  he  preached  a  sermon  on  the  text,  **  If  I  give  my 
body  to  be  burnt,  and  have  not  charity,  it  profiteth  me 
nothing."  This  discourse,  which  lasted  only  about  a  quar- 
ter of  an  hour,  was  replete  with  invectives  against  the 
two  martyrs,  and  gross  assertions,  which  they  offered  to 
refute  on  the  spot,  but  were  not  permitted.  He  was  also 
one  of  the  witnesses  against  archbishop  Cranmer,  who  had 
done  him  many  acts  of  friendship  in  the  preceding  reign. 
For  this  conduct  he  was  deprived  of  all  his  preferments 
when  queen  Elizabeth  came  to  the  throne  in  1559,  and 
was  committed  to  the  custody  of  archbishop  Parker,  by 
'whose  persuasion  he  recanted  part  of  what  he  had  written 
in  defence  of  the  celibacy  of  the  clergy.  He  then  con- 
trived to  make  his  escape,  and  went  to  Doway  in  Flanders^ 
where  he  obtained  the  deanery  of  St.  Peter's  church,  and 
H  professorship.  He  died  in  1563.  He  wrote  about  six- 
teen tracts  in  favour  of  popery,  some  of  which  were  an- 
swered by  Peter  Martyr.  A  list  of  them  may  be  seen  in 
Dodd  or  Wood.  They  are  partly  in  Latin  and  partly  in 
'English,  the  latter  printed  in  London,  and  the  former  at 
Lovaine. 

His  character  seems  to  have  been  a  singular  one :  he 
suffered  for  popery,  yet  deserted  it,  and  embraced  it 
•at  last,  after  having  expressly  declared  himself  in  errv>r. 
His  recantations,  however,  we  should  suppose  jnsincerft, 
and  made  only  to  save  himself-  Such  conduct  is  nevet 
much  respected,  and  Strype  informs  us,  that  being  de- 
sirous to  confer  with  one  Hawks,  the  latter  said,  ^'  'Vo  be 
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shorty  I  will  know  whether  you  wilt  recant  anjr  more^  ere  I ' 
talk  with  you  or  believe  you."  * 

SMITH  (Richard),  another  Roman  catholic  champion^ 
was  born  in  Lincolnshire  in  1566,,  and  studied  for  som^r 
time  -  at  Trinity -college,  Oxford;  but  afterwards  went  to 
Rome,  where  he  was  a  pupil  of  Bellarmin.  Having  con- 
cluded his  studies  in  Spain,  he  took  his  doctor^s  degree  at 
Valladolid,  and  in  1603  arrived  in  England  as  a  missionary. 
His  proceedings  here  were  not  much  different  from  those  of 
other  popish  propagandists,  except  that  he  appears  to  have 
been  frequently  at  variance  with  those  of  his  own  commu« 
nion,  and  particularly  with  Parsons  the  celebrated  Jesuit. 
In  1625,  he  was  appointed  bishop  of  Chalcedon.  He 
happened  at  this  time  to  be  at  Paris,  but  returned  imme- 
diately to  England  '^  to  take  upon  him  the  government  of 
the  English  catholicks,*'  and  remained  unmolested  until  h^ 
bad  a  quarrel  with  the  regulars  of  his  own  church,  which 
made  his  character  known  ;  and  a  reward  being  offered  for 
apprehending  him,  he  escaped  to  France,  where  he  died 
March  18,  1655.  He  wrote  various  works  in  defence  of 
popery,  as  well  as  of  himself,  in  his  dispute  with  the  regu* 
lars.  The  former  were  answered  by  bishop  Martin,  Dr. 
Hammond,  and  Dr.  Daniel  Featley,  in  whose,  works,  as 
his  name  occurs,  this  brief  sketch  has  been  thought  ne- 
cessary.' 

SMITH  {Richard),  one  of  the  earliest  book-collector4 
upon  record,  and  the  Isaac  Reed  of  his  time,  was  the  sod 
of  Richard  Smith,  a  clergyman,  and  was  born  at  Lillingstpn 
Dayrell,  in  Buckinghamshire,  in  1590.  He  appears  to 
have  studied  for  some  time  at  Oxford,  but  was  renloved 
thence  by  his  parents,  and  placed  as  clerk  with  an  attorney 
in  London,  where  he  spent  all  the  time  he  could  spare  from 
business  in  reading.  He  became  at  length  secondary  of 
Uie  Poultry  counter,  a  place  worth  700/.  a  year,  which  be 
enjoyed  many  years,  and  sold  it  in  1655,  on  the  death  of 
his  son,  to  whom  he  intended  to  resign  it.  He  now  re- 
tired to  private  life,  two  thirds  of  which,  at  least,  Wood 
says,  he  spent  in  his  library.  <<  He  was  a  person,'*  adds 
iht  same  author,  '*  infinitely  curious  and  inquisitive  after 
books^  and  suffered  nothing  extraordinary  to  escape  him 

•  Ath.  Ox.  ¥01 1,  new  edit— .Dodd'f  Ch,  Hist  vol.  II.— Strype's  Cnniiier 
fatsim,  &o.— Lives  of  Ridley  and  Latiner. 

<  Ath.  Ox.  voU  Il.-^iit  a  Bore  fall  and  aocurat*  aoeovot  in  IMd's  Cb.  Uiftt 
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that  fell  within  the  compass  of  his  learning ;  desiring  to 
be  master  of  no  more  than  he  knew  how  to  use.^'  If  in 
this  last  respect  be  differed  from  some  modern  coliectbrsi 
\ie  was  equally  indefatigable  in  his  inquiries  after  libraries 
to  be  disposed  of,  and  passed  much  of  his  time  in  Little 
Britain  and  other  repositories  of  stall-books,  by  which 
means  be  accumulated  a  Vast  collection  of  curiosities  re- 
lative to  history,  general  and  particular,  politics,  biography, 
with  many  curious  MSS.  all  which  he  carefully  collated, 
compared  editions,  wrote  notes  upon  them,  assigning  the 
authors  to  anonymous  Works,  and,  in  short,  performing  all 
the  duties  and  all  the  drudgery  of  a  genuine  collector.  He 
also  occasionally  took  up  his  pen,  wrote  a  life  of  Hugh 
Broughton,  and  had  a  short  controversy  with  Dr.  Hammond 
on  the  sense  of  that  article  in  the  creed  <^  He  descended 
into  hell^"'  published  in  1684.  He  also  wrote  some  trans- 
lations, but  it  does  not  very  clearly  appear  from  Wood^ 
whether  these  were  printed.  He  died  March  26,  1675,  and 
was  buried  in  St.  GiWs  Cripplegate,  where  a  marble  mo- 
nument was  soon  afterwards  erected  to  his  memory.  In 
1682  his  library  was  sold  by  Chiswell,  the  famous  book- 
seller of  St.  Paul's  Church-yard,  by  a  printed  catalogue, 
**  to  the  great  reluctance,*'  says  Wood,  "  of  public-spirited 
men.'*  His  "  Obituary,"  or  "  catalogue  of  all  such  per- 
sons as  be  knew  in  their  life,"  extending  from  1606  to 
1674,  a  very  useful  article,  is  printed  by  Peck  in  the  se- 
cond volume  of  his  <*  Desiderata."' 

SMITH  (Robert),  the  very  learned  successor  of  Bentley 
as  master  of  Trinity  college,  Cambridge,  was  born  in  1689, 
and  educated  at  that  college,  where  he  took  his  degrees 
of  A.  B.  in  1711,  A.  M.  in  1715,  LL.D.  in  1723,  and 
D.  IK  in  1739.  Very  little,  we  regret  to  say^  is  on  record, 
respecting  Dr.  Smith,  who  has  so  well  deserved  of  the 
learned  world.  He  was  mathematical  preceptor  to  William 
duke  of  Cumberland,  and  master  of  mechanics  to  his  ma- 
jesty, George  !!•  It  appears  that  he  was  maternal  cousin 
of  the  celebrated  Roger  Cotes,  whom  he  succeeded  in  17 1 6, 
as  Plumian  professor  at  Cambridge,  and  afterwards  suc- 
ceeded Bentley  as  master  of  Trinity.  He  published  som« 
of  the  works  of  his  cousiu  Cotes,  particularly  his  ^*  Hydrj- 
statical  and  Pneumatical  Lectures,"  1737,  8vo;  also  a  col- 

1  Atb.  Oz.  Tol.  II.— Pcck'i  DetidermU,  Tol.  IT.— Sm  soai«  q(  kin  MSSe  ia 
,A]rtcMfh>t  Otuloftt*. 
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lection  of  Cotes's  [Pieces  from  the  Philosophical  Transac- 
tions, &c.  \1^2y  4to.  His  own  works  ^vhich  sufficiently 
evince  his  scientiBc  knowleclge,  were  his  **  Complete  sys- 
tem of  Optics,'*  1728,  2vols.  4to;  and  his  "Harmonics, 
or  the  philosophy  of  Musical  Sounds,"  1760.  He  died  in 
1768,  in  the  seventy-ninth  year  of  his  age.  The  late  Mr. 
Cumberland,  who  was  under  him  at  Trinity  college,  says. 
Dr.  Smith  was  a  strict  examiner  into  the  proficiency  of  the 
students,  and  led  himself  the  life  of  a  student,  abstemious 
and  recluse,  his  family  consisting  only  of  iui  unmarried  sis- 
ter advanced  in  years,  and  a  niece.  He  was  of  a  thin  ha- 
bit, the  tone  of  his  voice  shrill  and  nasal,  and  his  manner 
of  speaking  such  as  denoted  forethought  and  deliberation.^ 
SMITH  (Samuel),  one  of  the  most  popular  writers  of 
pious  tracts  in  the  seventeenth  century,  and  whose  workg 
are  still  in  vogue,  was  the  son  of  a  clergyman,  and  born  at 
or  near  Dudley,  in  Worcestershire,  in  1588,  and  studied 
for  some  time  at  St.  Mary  Hall,  Oxford,  He  left  the  uni- 
versity without  taking  a  degree,  and  became  beneficed  at 
Prittlewell,  in  Essex,  and  afterwards,  as  Wood  says,  iu' 
his  own  country,  but,  according  to  Calamy,  he  had  the 
pferpetual  curacy  of  Cressedge  and  Cound,  in  Shropshire. 
On  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion  he  came  to  London, 
sided  with  the  presbyterians,  and  became  a  frequent  and 
popular  preacher.  On  his  return  to  the  country  he  was 
ajipointed  an  assistant  to  the  commissioners  for  the  ejection 
of  those  they  were  pleased  to  term  '*  scandalous  and  igno- 
rant ministers  and  schoolmasters."  At  the  restoration  he^ 
was  ejected  from  Cressedge,  but  neither  Wood  nor  Calamj 
have  ascertained  when  he  died.  The  former  says  ''  be  was 
living  an  aged  man  near  Dudley  in  1663."  His  works  are, 
1.  '^  David's  blessed  man;  or  a  short  exposition  upon  the 
-first  Psalm,"  Lond.  8vo,  of  which  the  fifteenth  edition,  in 
l2mo,  was  printed  in  1686.  2.  "The  Great  Assize,  or 
the  Day  of  Jubilee,*'  12mo,  which  before  1684  went 
through  thirty<one  editions,  and  was  often  reprinted  in  the 
last  century.  3.  "  A  Fold  for  Christ's  Sheep,"  printed 
thirty-two  limes.  4.  **  The  Christian's  Guide,"  of  which 
there  were  numerous  editions.  He  published  some  other' 
tracts  and  sermons,  which  also  had  a  very  numerous  class 
•f  readers. ' 

1  Hattnn'f  Diet,  new  edit— Combtrlaad't  Life.— Cambridge  Omdwatci. 
«  Ath.  Ox.  rol  11.— Calamy. 
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SMITH  (Sir  Thomas),  a  very  ]earnecl  writer  and  states- 
man^ in  the  reigns  of  Edv^ard  VI.  and  Elizabeth,  was  bom 
March  28,  1514,  at  Saffron- Walden  in  Essex.  He  was 
the  son  of  John  Smith,  a  gentleman  of  that  place,  who  was 
much  inclined  to  the  principles  of  the  reformation,  which 
had  then  made  but  a  very  small  progress.  After  attending 
a  gramoiar- school,  Thomas  was  sent  about  1628  to  Queen^s 
ccJJege,  Cambridge*  where  he  greatly  distinguished  him- 
self, and  had  a  king's  scholarship  at  the  same  time  with  the 
celebrated  John  Cheke.  Queen's  college  was  one  of  those 
which  favoured  the  opinions  of  Erasmus  and  Luther,  and 
many  of  the  members  used  to  confer  privately  together 
about  religion,  in  which  they  learned  to  detect  the  abuses 
of  the  schools,  and  the  superstitions  of  popery.  In  such 
conferences  Mr.  Smith  probably  took  his  share,  when  of 
sufficient  standing  to  be  admitted,  which  was  very  soon, 
for  in  1531  he  was  chosen  a  fellow  of  the  college.  In  the 
mean  time  he  had  formed  a  strict  friendship  with  Cheke, 
and  they  pursued  their  classical  studies  tog^ether,  reading 
Cicero,  Plato,  Demosthenes,  and  Aristotle :  and  such  was 
Smith's  proficiency,  that  about  J  533  be  was  appointed 
Greek  professor  in  the  university. 

About  this  time  he  and  Cheke  introduced  a  new  mode  of 
reading  Greek,  being  dissatisfied  with  the  corrupt  and  vi- 
cious pronunciation  which  then  prevailed.  As  this  was  ac- 
counted an  innovation  of  the  most  important,  and  even 
dangerous  tendency,  and  exhibits  a  curious  instance  of  the 
manners  and  Sentiments  of  the  times,  we  shall  give  a  more 
particular  account  of  it  in  the  plain  language  of  honest 
Strype.  According  to  this  biographer,  it  appears  that 
'^  custom  had  established  a  very  faulty  manner  of  sounding 
several  of  the  vowels  and  diphthongs;  for,  c,  m^  u,  ci^  of,  vc, 
were  all  pronounced  as  iwra ;  **  nihil  fere  aliud,^'  says  Smith, 
*^  haberet  ad  loquendum,  nisi  lugubres  sonos  et  illud  flebiie 
itkay  He  conferred  therefore  with  Cbeke  upon  this  point, 
and  they  perceived  that  the  vulgar  method  of  pronouncing 
Greek  was  false ;  since  it  was  absurd,  that  so  many  dif- 
ferent letters  and  diphthongs  should  all  have  but  one  sound. 
They  proceeded  to  search  authors  for  the  determination  of 
this  point :  but  ^the  modern  twriters  little  availed  them  ; 
they  had  not  seen  Erasoius's  book,  in  which  he  excepted 
against  the  common  way  of  reading  Greek.  But  though 
botii  of  them  saw  these  (ifolpable  errors,  they  could  not 
agree  among  themselves,  especially  concerning  the  letters 
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Jira  and  i^^ihov.  Soon  after^  having  procured  Erasmus^i 
book,  and  Ter^tianus  **  de  literis  et  syllabis/^  they  began 
to  reform  their  pronunciation  of  Greek  privately,  and  only 
communicated  it  to  their  most  intimate  friends.  Wbeli 
they  had  8u65ciently  habituated  themselves  to  this  new  me-r 
thod  of  pronunciation,  with  which  they  were  highly  pleased, 
on  account  of  the.  fullness  and  sweetness  of  it,  they  re- 
solved to  make  trial  of  it  publicly  ;  and  it  was  agreed  that 
Smith  should  begin.  He  read  lectures  at  that  time  upon 
Aristotle  ^'  de  Republicft,"  in  Greek,  as  he  had  done  some 
years  before :  and,  that  the  novelty  of  his  pronunciation 
might  give  the  less  oflfenoe,  he  used  this  artifice,  that  in 
reading  he  would  let  fall  a  word  only  now  and  then,  ut- 
tered in  the  new  correct  sound.  At  first  no  notice  win 
taken  of  this;  but,  when  he  did  it  oftener,  his  auditors 
began  to  observe  and  listen  more  attentively ;  and,,  whep 
be  had  often  pronounced  h  and  «,  as  t  and  oi,  they,  who 
three  years  before  bad  heard  him  sound  them  after  the  old 
way,  eould  not  think  it  a  slip  of  the  tongue,  but  suspected 
something  else,  and  laughed  at  the  unusual  soun^.  He 
again,  as  though  his  tongue  had  slipped,  would  sometime^ 
correct  himself,  and  repeat  the  word  after  the  old  manner. 
But,  when  he  did  this  daily,  some  of  his  friends  came  to 
him,  and  told  him  what  they  had  remarked  in  his  lectures  : 
upon  which  he  owned  that  he  had  bef  n  thinking  of  some- 
thing privately,  but  that  it  was  not  yet  sufficiently  digested 
and  prepared  for  the  public.  They,  on  the  other  hand^ 
prayed  him  not  to  conceal  it  from  them,  but  to  acquaint 
them  with  it  frankly ;  and  accordingly  he  promised  them 
that  he  would.  Upon  this  rumour  many  resorted  to  him, 
whom  he  d<»ired  only^o  hear  his  reasons,  and  to  have 
patience  with  him  three  or  four  days  at  most ;  until  the 
sounds  by  use  w«re  made  more  familiar  to  their  ears,  and 
the  prejudice  against  their  novelty  worn  off,  At  this  time 
he  read  lectures  upon  Homer's  ^'  Odyssey,^*  in  his  own 
college ;  and  there  began  more  openly  to  shew  and  de- 
termine the  difference  of  the  sounds  :  Cheke  likewise  did 
the  same  in  his  college.  After  this,  many  came  to  them, 
in  order  to  learn  of  them  how  to  pronounce  after  die  new 
metlK)d  ;  and  it  is  not  to  be  eicpressed  with  what  greediness 
and  afiection  this  was  received  among  the  youth.  The 
fallowing  winter  tber^^^as  acted  in  St.  John's  college, 
Aristophanes-s  **  Phitus,"  in  Greek,  and  one  or  two  more 
of  hi>  comedies,  without  the  least  dislike  or  opposition  from 
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any  who  were  esteemed  learned  men  and  masters  of  th« 
Greek  language.  Ponet,  a  pupil  of  Smithy  and'afterwarda 
bishop  of  Winchester,  read  Greek  lectures  publicly  in  the 
new  pronunciation  ;  as  likewise  did  Roger  A^ham,  who 
read  Isocrates,  and  at  first  was  averse  to  this  pronunciation^ 
though  he  soon  became  a  zealous  advocate  for  it.  Thus, 
in  a  few  years,  this  new  way  of  reading  Greek,  in- 
troduced by  Smithy  prevailed  every  where  in  the  univer^ 
sity  ;  and  was  followed  even  by  Redman,  the  professor  of 
divinity. 

**  Afterwards,  however,  it  met  with  great  opposition; 
for,  about  1639,  when  Smith  was  going  to  travel,  Cheke 
being  appointed  the  king's  lecturer  of  the  Gree^  language, 
began  by  explaining  and  enforcing  the  new  pronunciatiou, 
but  was  opposed  by  one,  Ratecliff,  a  scholar  of  the  univer- 
sity ;  who,  being  exploded  for  his  attempt,  brought  the 
dispute  before  bishop  Gardiner,  the  chancellor.  *  Upon 
this,  the  bishop  interposed  bis  authority ;  who,  being 
averse  to  lall  innovations  as  well  as  those  in  religion,  and 
observing  these  endeavours  in  Cambridge  of  introducing 
the  new  pronunciation  of  Greek  to  come  from  persons  sus- 
pected to  be  no  friends  to  the  old  papal  superstitions,  he 
made  a  solemn  decree  against  it.  Cheke  was  very  earnest 
with  the  chancellor  to  supersede,  or  at  least  to  connive  at  the 
neglect  of  this  decree ;  but  the  chancellor  continued  in- 
flexible. But  Smith,  having  waited  upon  him  at  HamptOQ 
Court,  and  discoursed  with  him  upon  the  point,  declared 
his  readiness  to  comply  with  the  decree;  but  upon  his -re- 
turn, recollected  his  discourse  with  the  bishop,  and  in  a 
long  and  eloquent  epistle  in  Latin,  privately  sent  to  him,  and 
lH*gued  with  much  freedom  the  points  in  controversy  between 
them.  This  epistle  consisted  of  three  parts.  In  the  first 
he  shewed  what  was  to  be  called  true  and  right  in  the 
whole  method  of  pronunciation ;  and  retrieved  this  from 
the  common  and  present  use,  and  out  of  the  hands  both  of 
the  ignorant  and  learned  of  that  timej  and  placed  it  with 
the  ancients,  restoring  to  them  their  right  and  authority, 
propounding  them  as  the  best  and  only  pattern  to  be  imif- 
tated  by  all  posterity  with  regard  to  the  Greek  tongue.  In 
the  second  he  compared  the  old  and  new  pronunciation 
with  that  pattern,  that  the  bishop  might  see  whether  of  the 
two  came  nearer  to  it.  In  the  third  he  gave  an  account  of 
his  wliole  conduct  in  this  affair.  This  epistle  was  dated 
from  Cambridge,  August  12,  1542.     He  aftenvards,  while 
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be  was  ambassador  at  Paris,  caused  it  to  be  printed  tbera 
by  Robert  Stephens^  ih  4to,  in  156B,  under  the  title  of 
'  De  reci^  et  emendat&  Lingus  Grscse  Pronunciatione/ 
together  with  another  tract  of  bis  concerning  the  right  pro- 
nunciation and  writing  English/* 

In  the  mean  time,  Mr.  Smith  acquired  great  reputation 
b;  his  Greek  lectures,  which  were  frequented  by  a  vast 
concourse  of  students,  and  by  men  then  or  afterwards  of 
great  eoiinence,  such  as  Redman,  Cox,  Cecil,  Haddpn, 
Ascham,  &c.  In  1536  he  was  appointed  university  orator; 
and  in  1539  set  out  on  bis  travels,  prosecuting  his  studies 
for  some  time  in  the  universities  of  France  and  Italy.  At 
Padua  he  took  the  degree  of  doctor  of  laws,  and  some  time 
after  his  return,  in  1542,  was  admitted  ai  eundem  at  Cam* 
bridge,  and  appointed  regius  professor  of  civil  law.  He 
was  also  appointed  chancellor  to  the  bishop  of  Ely;  and  in 
both  situations  appears  to  have  exerted  himself  to  promote 

'  the  cause  of  ihe  reformed  religion,  as  well  as  of  learning. 
At  a  commencement  about  1546,  bptb  his  disputations  and 
determinations  were  such,  that  the  learned  Haddon,  in  a , 
letter  to  Dr.  Cox,  says  that,  *^  had  he  been  there,  he  would 
have  heard  another  Socrates,  and  that  Smith  caught  the 
forward  disputants  as  it  were  in  a  net  with  bis  questions, 
&nd  that  he  concluded  the  profound  causes  of  philosophy 
with  great  gravity  and  deep  knowledge.*' 

^Strype  has  computed  the  value  of  Dr.  Smithes  preferments 
at  this  time;  according  to  which,  his  professorship  of  civil 
law  brought  him  in  40/.;  the  chancellorship  of  Ely  was  worth 
hoL  and  a  benefice  which  he  had  in  Cambridgeshire  was 
worth  36/.  so  that  the  whole  of  his  preferments  amounted 
to  126/.  a  year.  '*  And  this,"  says  Strype,  ^^  was  the  port 
be  lived  in  before  bis  leaving  Cambridge.  He  kept  three 
servants,  and  tbree  guns,  and  three  winter  geldings.  And 
this  stood  him  in  30/.  per  annum^  together  with  his  own 
board/'  A  man  of  his  talents  and  reputation,  however, 
was  not  destined  to  continue  in  a  college  life.  On  the  ac- 
cession of  Edward  VI.  when  he  could  avow  bis  sentiments 
with  freedom,:he  was  invited  into  the  family  of  the  protector 
duke  of  Somerset,  by  whom  be  was  employed  in  affairs  of 
state,  probably  such  as  concerned  the  reformation.  The 
duke  appointed  him  his  master  of  requests,  steward  of  the 
staoneries,  provost  of  Eton,  and  dean  of  Carlisle.  Strype 
says  that  be  **  was  at  least  in  deacon's  orders,"  but  of  this 

.  fact  we  have  no  evidence,  and  Strype,  in  Granger's  opi- 
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^ion,  seems  to  hatv«  hazarded  the  conjecture  because  be 
could  not  otherwise  account  for  the  spiritual  preferments Jie 
enjoyed.  We  have  just  mentioned  that  he  had  a  benefice 
in  Cambridgeshire,  which  was  the  rectory  of  Leverington, 
and  this  was  conferred  on  him  in  the  time  of  Henry  VIII.; 
but  a  rectory  might  have  been  held  by  any  one  who  was  a 
qlerk  at  large ;  for  though  the  law  of  the  church  was,  that 
in  such  a  case,  he  should  take  tlie  order  of  priesthood  with- 
in one  year  after  his  institution,  yet  that  was  frequently 
dispensed  with. 

While  he  lived  in  the  duke  of  Somerset's  family,  he 
married  his  first  wife,  Elizabeth  Carkyke,  daughter  of  a 
gentleman  in  London.  Strype  says,  <<  She  was  a  little 
woman,  and  one  that  affected  not  fine,  gaudy  clothes,  for 
which  she  was  taxed  by  some.  And  by  this  one  might  ra« 
ther  judge  her  to  have  been  a  woman  of  prudence  and  re-* 
ligion,  and  that  affected  retirement  rather  than  the  splen- 
dour of  a  court.  For  Dr.  Smith  allowed  her  what  she 
pleased  ;  and  she  was  his  cash-keeper.  However,  he  used 
to  wear  goodly  apparel,  and  went  like  a  courtier  himsel£ 
For  which  he  said,  that  some  might  seem  to  have  cause  ra<^ 
ther  to  accuse  him  to  go  too  sumptuously,  than  her  of  go- 
ing too  meanly.'*  **  This  wife,"  Strype  adds,  **  he  buried, 
having  no  issue  by  her;  and  married  a  second,  named  Phw 
lippa,  the  relict  of  sir  John  Hamden,  who  outlived  him.** 

In  1548,  he  received  the  honour  of  knighthood,  and 
was  appointed  secretary  of  state ;  and  in  July  the  sama 
year  he  was  sent  to  Brussels,  in  the  character  of  ambassa-r 
dor  to  the  emperor.  He  also  continued  to  be  active  in 
promoting  the  reforma^tion,  and  likewise  in  the  redress  of 
base  coin,  on  which  last  subject  be  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
duke  ot  Somerset.  But  in  1549,  that  nobleman  being  in- 
volved in  those  troubles  which  brought  him  to  the  scaffold, 
sir  Thomas,  who  was  his  faithful  adherent,  incurred  some 
degree  of  suspicion,  and  was  for  a  short  time  lleprived  of 
his  office  of  secretary  of  state.  When  the  duke  fell  into 
disgrace,  there  were  only  three  who  adhered  to  him,  viz. 
Craumer,  archbishop  of  Car^terbury,  sir  William  Paget,, 
and  our  sir  Thomas  Smith;  between  whom  and  the  lords  at 
London  there  passed  letters  on  this  affair,  carried  by  sir 
Philip  Hoby.  In  this  they  ran  no  small  risk ;  for  the  lords 
wrote  to  them,  that  it  seemed  strange  that  they  should  as- 
sist, or  suffer  the  king*s  person  to  remain  in  the  guard  of 
the  duke's  men ;  and  that  strangers  should  be  armed  with 
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tbe  king's  own  trmourf  and  be  nearest  about  his  person ; 
and  those,  to  whom  the  ordinary  charge  was  committed,  to 
be  sequestered  away.  And  the  lords  sent  them  word  like- 
wise, that  if  any  evil  came,  they  must  expect  it  would  be 
imputed  to  them ;  and  as  the  archbishop,  Paget,  and  Smith, 
in  their  letter  to  the  lords  told  them,  that  they  knew  more 
iJutn  they  (the  lords)  kncw^  the  lords  took  advantage  of  these  \ 
words,  and  answered,  that  '^  if  the  matters,  which  came  to 
their  knowledge,  and  were  hidden  from  them,  were  of  such 
weight  as  they  pretended,  or  if  they  touched  or  might  touch 
his  majesty  or  his  state,  they  thought  that  they  did  not  as 
they  ought  to  do  in  not  disclosing  the  same  to  them/*  At 
last  -Smith,  together  with  the  archbishop  and  Paget,  sent 
another  letter  from  Windsor,  where  the  king  and  they  were, 
that  they  would  not  fail  to  endeavour  themselves  according 
to  the  contents  of  the  lords'  letters,  and  that  they  would 
meet  when  and  where  their  lordships  should  think  proper. 
•*  This/*  says  Strype,  **  was  a  notable  instance  of  Smith's 
fidelity  to  the  duke  his  old  master,  who  stuck  thus  to  him 
as  long  as  he  durst,  and  was  then  glad  to  comply  as  fairly 
as  he  could.** 

In  1551,  sir  Thomas  was  appointed  one  of  the  ambassa- 
dors to  the  court  of  France,  to  treat  concerning  a  match  for 
the  king  with  the  eldest  daughter  of  the  king  of  France; 
but  the  king's  life  was  now  at  a  close,  and  on  the  accession  ^ 
of  Mary,  sir  Thomas  was  deprived  of  all  his  places,  and 
was  charged  not  to  depart  the  kingdom  ;  yet  enjoyed  un- 
common privileges'.  He  was  allowed  a  pension  of  100/.  per 
annum  ;  he  was  highly  favoured  by  Gardiner  and  Bonner  on 
account  of  the  opinion  they  had  of  his  learning ;  and  en- 
joyed a  particular  indulgence  from  the  pope,  which  was 
occasioned  by  the  following  circumstance.  In  1555,  Wil- 
liam Sraythwick  of  the  diocese  of  Bath,  esq.  obtained  an 
indulgence  from  Pius  IV.  by  which  he  and  uny  five  of  his 
friends,  whom  he  should  nominate,  Were  to  enjoy  extraor- 
dinary dispensations.  T^e  indulgence  exempted  •  them 
from  all  ecclesiastical  censures  upon  whatever  occasion  or 
cause  inflicted ;  and  "  from  all  and  singular  their  sins 
whereof  they  are  contrite  and  confessed,  although  they 
were  such  for  which  the  apostolic  see  were  to  be  consulted.'* 
Sroythwick  chose  Smith,  for  one  of  his  five  friends  specified 
in  the  bull,  to  be  partaker  of  those  privileges ;  and  this 
undoubtedly  was  a  great  security  to  him  in  those  perilous 
timei^. 
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On  the  accession  of  queen  Elizabeth,  sir  Thoroas  Smith 
was  again  received  at  court,  and  employed  in  affairs  both  of 
church  and  state.  He  was  also  sent  on  various  embassies* 
In  1562  he  was  sent  ambassador  to  France,  where,  in  con«f 
junction  with  sir  Nicholas  Throgmorton,  he  concluded  a 
peace  between  England  and  France  in  the  beginning  of 
]56i,  but  was  still  continued  ambassador  in  France.  Ii| 
March  1 565  he  finished  his  treatise  of  **  the  Commonwealth 
of  England,**  and  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  following 
feturned  to  England.  In  1567  he  w^s  ^gain  sent  ambassa'*^ 
dor  to  France  to  demand  the  restitution  pf  Calais ;  and 
upon  his  return  frpm  thence  in  1568,  he  solicited  for  the 
place  of  chancellor  of  the  duchy  of  Lancaster,  but  without 
success,  it  being  given  to  sir  Ralph  Sadteir.  In  1570  h« 
was  adniitted  into  the  privy  council,  and  in  1572,  be  waf 
again  appointed  secretary  of  state,  and  chancellor  of  the  . 
order  of  the  garter. 

Sir  Thonxas,  with  all  his  talents  and  good  sense,  waa 
mnch  of  a  projector,  and  about  this  time  engaged  in  a 
foolish  scheme  for  tratismuting  iron  into  copper.  Into  this 
prefect,  says  Str5rpe,  "  he  brought  sir  William  Cecil,  se-  . 
cretary  of  state,  who  had  a  philosophical  genius,  the  eari 
pf  Leicester,  sir  Humphrey  Gilbert,  and  others.  The  -Srst 
occasion  of  this  business  was  from  one  Medley,  who  bad 
by  vitriol  changed  iron  into  true  copper  at  sir  Thomas 
Smith's  bouse  at  London,  and  afterwards  at  his  house  ta 
Essex.  But  this  was  too  costly,  as  sir  Thomas  saw,  to 
make  any  profit  from.  He  propounded,  therefore,  to  find 
out  here  in  England  the  Primum  Ens  Vitriolic  by  which  to  ' 
4o  the  work  at  a  cheaper  rate.  Upon  this  sir  Thomas  Smith, 
sir  Humphrey  Gilbert,  and  Medley,  entered  into  a  com* 
pany  under  articles  to  find  this  out;  that  is,  that  Medley 
should  be  emplojred  in  this  business  at  the  charge  ,of  the 
other  two,  till  by  the  profit  he  should  reap  frotn  the  thing 
found  out  he  might  bear  his  proportion.  The  place  where 
this  was  to  be  attempted  was  in  the  Is]e  of  Wight,  or  at 
Poole,  or  elsewhere.  But  at  Winchelsea  he  had  made  the 
first  trial,  on  account  of  the  plenty  of  wood  there.  He  re- 
ceived of  sir  Thomas  and  sir  Humphrey  an  hundred  and 
one  pound:»  a  piece,  for  the  buying  of  vessels  and  neces-* 
saries.  They  removed  to  Poole,  thinking  the  Ens  of  vi-» 
triol  to  be  there,  and  took  a  lease  of  the  land  of  the  lady 
Mountjoy  of  three  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  for  the 
payment  of  which  sir  Thomas,  with  the  other  two,  entered 
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into  a  bond  of  a  thousand  pounds.  While  these  things 
were  in  this  iUte»  sir  Thomas  was  sent  ambassador  to  France 
in  1572;  and  a  quarrel  happening  between  sir  Humphrey 
and  Medley,  who  went  to  Ireland,  the  business  was  discon- 
tinued for  some  time.  But  sir  Thomas  revived  it  at  his 
return,  and  persuaded  the  lord  treasurer  Burghley  and  the 
earl  of  Leicester  to  enter  into  society  about  December  1574, 
.who  deposited  each  a  hundred  pounds  towards  carrying  on 
the  project.  Medley  was  now  removed  to  Anglesey,  where 
the  fuel,  earth,  and  water  were  proper  for  his  business; 
and  the  things  which  he  undertook  to  perform,  were  these 
two ;  first,  to  make  of  raw  iron  good  copper,  and  of  the 
same  weight  and  proportion,  abating  one  part  in  six ;  so 
that  six  hundred  tons  of  iron  should  by  boiling  make  five 
hundred  tons  of  perfect  copper;  secondly,  that  the  liquor, 
wherein  the  iron  was  boiled,  should  make  copperas  and 
alum  ready  for  the  merchant;  which,  keeping  the  price 
they  then  bore,  should  of  the  liquor  of  five  hundred  tons 
of  copper  be  ten  thousand  pounds,  that  in,  for  every  ton 
two  thousand  pounds.  After  several  trials  the  patent  of  the 
society  was  signed  in  January  1574,  in  which  the  aociety 
uas  styled  <<  Th^  Society  of  the  new  Art  ;'^  but  at  last  the 
project  proved  abortive ;  ^^  and  I  make  no  doubt,*^  says 
Btrype,  ^^  sir  Thomas  smarted  in  his  purse  for  his  chymical 
covetousness,  and  Gilbert  seems  to  have  been  impoverished 
by  it ;  and  Medley  was  beggared." 

Another  of  bis  projects  was  the  establishment  of  a  colony 
in  a  land  which  he  had  purchased  in  Ireland,  called  The 
Ardes,  a  rich  and  pleasant  country  on  the  eastern  coast  of 
Ulster,  and  of  considerable  extent,  lying  well  for  trade  by 
sea.  Sir  Thomas  in  1571  had  procured  a  patent  from  her 
majesty  for  it,  the  substance  of  which  was,  that  he  was  to 
be  lieutenant-general  there  for  war,  and  for  distribution  of 
lands,  orders,  and  laws  in  the  matters  thereunto  pertaining; 
in  short,  to  obtain  and  govern  the  country  to  be  won,  fol- 
lowing the  instructions  and  orders  to  him  to  be  directed 
from  the  queen  and  her  council ;  and  this  for  the  first  seven 
years.  Afterwards  the  government  of  the  country  to  return 
to  such  officers  as  the  customs  and  laws  of  England  did  ap- 
point, except  the  queen  should  think  him  worthy  to  be  ap- 
pointed the  governor  thereof,  as  being  a  frontier  country, 
the  right  to  remain  only  in  him  as  to  the  inheritance;  the 
authority  to  muster  and  call  together  his  soldiers  through- 
t>ut  the  same  country,  and  to  ilispose  of  them  upon  the 
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frontiers,  as  he  should  see  cause  for  the  better  defence  of 
the  country.  Sir  Thomas  sent  his  natural  son,  Thomas 
j^mith,  Hith  a  colony  thither,  who  did  good  service  there, 
but  was  at  last  intercepted  and  slain  by  a  wild  Irishman. 
The  settlement  of  this  colony  cost  sir  Thomas  ten  thousand 
pounds ;  but  after  his  death  it  seems  to  have  been  neglected 
for  soixie  time,  andtbe.Ardes  were  afterwards  lost  to  his 
family,  being  given  away  by  king  James  I.  to  some  of  the 
Scuts  nobility. 

In  1 575,  we  find  sir  Thomas  belter  employed  in  procuring 
an  act  of  parliament  for  the  two  universities  and  the  two 
colleges  of  Eton  and  Winchester,  ordering  that  a  third  part 
of  the  rent  upon  leases  made  by  colleges  should  be  reserved 
in  corn^  &c.  Fuller  observes,  that  "  sir  Thomas  Smith 
was  said  by  some  to  have  surprized  the  house  therein ;  , 
where  many  could  not  conceive  how  this  would  be  at  all 
profitable  to  the  colleges,  but  still  the  same  on  the  point, 
whether  they  had  it  in  money  or  wares.  But  the  knight 
took  the  advantage  of  the  present  cheapness,  knowin^g 
hereafter  grain  would  grow  dearer,  mankind  daily  multi- 
plying, and  licence  being  lately  given  for  transportation. 
So  that  at  this  day  much  emolument  redoundeth  to  the  col- 
leges in  each  university  by  the  passing  of  this  act;  "and 
though  their  rents  stand  still,  their  revenues  do  increase.*' 
In  truth  the  present  prosperity,  we  may  almost  say,  exist- 
ence of  the  universities,  is  owing  to  this  wise  and  useful 
precaution. 

About  1576,  sir  Thomas  fell  into  a  declining  state  of 
health,  which  put  an  end  to  his  life,  Aug.  12,  1577,  in 
the  sixty-third  year  of  his  age.  He  died  at  his  favourite 
seat  of  Mounthall,  or  Mounthaut  in  Essex,  and  was  buried' 
in  the  chancel  of  the  parish  church  of  They  don  Mount, 
where  is  a  monument  to  his  memory.  He  died  rich,  and 
in  his  will  are  instances  of  his  liberality.  He  gave  all  his 
Greek  and  Latin  books  to  Queen's  college,  Cambridge, 
except^a  few  left  as  presents  to  some  friends.  His  estates 
descended  to  sir  William  Smith,  son  of  his  brother  GeorgeJ 

Sir  Thorpas  Smith  was  of  a  fair,  sanguine  complexion, 
and  of  a  calm,  opcm,  and  ingenuous  countenance.  He  was 
a  man  of  extensive  learning,  well  skilled  in  the  Latin, 
Greek,  French,  and  Italian  languages,  and  esteemed  for 
his  eloquence.  His  biographer  adds  to  all  this  his  know- 
ledge of  the  Platonic  philosophy,  mathematics,  astronomy, 
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tbysicy  chemisiry»  &c«  but  in  these  he  appears  to  bavO^ 
een  but  superficial.  H^  had  his  credulities  and  his  weak* 
tiesses  in  matters  of  science,  biit  they  were  those  of  his 
age*  tie  was  a  firm  friend  to  the  reformed  religion,  and, 
fvhen  he  could,  protected  its  professors  from  persecution^ 
At  one  time  of  bis  life  his  morals  appear  to  have  been  less 
correct  than  in  the  after-part  of  it,  as  we  read  of  his  baviug 
•  natural  son. 

His  works  are,  1.  <<  De  Repdblica  Anglonim,  or  the  ^}aii« 
Mr  of  government  or  police  of  the  kingdom  of  England,'^ 
first  printed  in  4tOj  1533  and  1584,  and  again  with  addi- 
tioDs  **  Of  the  cheefe  Courts  in  England,^'  1589^  4to,  and 
again  in  1594.  It  was  afterwards  often  reprinted  both  iii 
English  and  Latin,  and  in  the  latter  language  forms  one  of 
the  ^*  Respublicse.^'  There  is  an  English  MS.  of  it  in  the 
Harleian  collection.  2.  *^  De  recta  et  emendata  linguae 
CrajccB  pronunciatione,"  of  which  we  ha?e  spoken  already. 
3.  "  A  Treatise  concerning  the  correct  writing  and  true 
pronunciation  of  the  English  tongue,*'  which  does  sir  Tho- 
Jnas  less  credit  than  the  formen  He  even  went  so  far  in 
his  whimsical  reformation  of  our  language,  as  to  compose 
a  new  alphabet,  consisting  of  twenty-nine  letters,  nine* 
teen  of  which  were  Roman,  four  Greek,  and  six  English 
or  Saxon.  An  engraving  of  this  novelty  is  given  by  Strype 
in  his  life  of  sir  Thomas.  4.  **  Four  Orations,  for  and 
against  queen  Elizabeth's  marriage,"  also  in  Strype.  5. 
Several  letters  to  lord  Burleigh  and  sir  Francis  Walsingbam^ 
printed  in  the  **  Complete  Ambassador,"  and  in  other  col-^ 
lections;  and  many  in  MS.  are  in  the  paper-office  and  other 
public  repositories.  6.  ^*  Device  for  the  alteration  and  re- 
rormation  of  Religion,"  written  in  1558,^  and  printed  among 
the  records  at  the  end  of  Burnet's  History  of  the  Reforma*^ 
tion,"  is  attributed  by  Strype  to  sir  Thomas  Smith.  Among 
the  Harleian  MSS.  is  a  discourse  written  by  our  author  to 
sir  William  Cecil,  upon  the  value  of  the  Roman  foot  sol- 
diers' daily  wages.  It  is  comprised  in  29  sections.  Some 
of  the  tables  are  printed  by  Strype.  Sir  Thomas  also  left 
some  English  poetry.  Warton  informs  us,  that  while  a 
prisoner  in  the  Tower  (a  circumstance,  if  we  mistake  not, 
overlooked  by  Strype,  but  which  must  have  been  the  con- 
sequence of  his  attachment  to  the  duke  of  Somerset)  he 
translated  eleven  of  the  Psalms  into  English  metre,  and 
composed  three  English  metrical  prayers,  with  three  Eng- 
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iish  oopiet  of  verses  besidcfs.     These  are  no#  in  the  Britisti  - 
Museum  MSS.  Reg.  i7  A.  XVII.' 

SMITH  (Thomas),  a  learned  English  writer  and  divide, 
was  born  in  the  parish  of  Allhallows  Barking,  in  London, 
June  3,  1638,  and  admitted  of  Queen's  college  in  Oxford 
at  nineteen,  where  he  took  the  degrees  in  arts,  itn  1663  he 
was  made  master  of  the  free  school  joining  to  Magdalen 
college;  and,  in  1666,  elected  fellow  of  that  college,  being 
then  famous  for  bis  skill  in  the  oriental  languages.  In  Jund 
1668,  be  went  as  chaplain  to  sir  Daniel  Harvey,  ambassa* 
dor  to  Constantinople ;  and  returned  thence  ip  16T1.  Iif 
1676,  he  travelled  into  France  ;  and,  returning  after  a  short 
stay,  became  chaplain  to  sir  Joseph  Williamson,  secretary 
of  state.  In  1679  he  was  designed  to  collate  and  publish 
the  Alexandrian  manuscript  in  St.  James's  library,  and  td 
have  for  bis  reward  (as  Charles  II.  promised)  a  canonry  of 
Windsor  or  Westminster ;  but  that  design  was  reserved  fot^ 
the  industry  and  abilities  of  Mr.  Woide,  at  a  far  distant  pe« 
riod  (1784).  Mf.  Smith  published  a  great  many  works,  and 
had  an  established  reputation  among  the  learned.  So  high 
an  opinion  was  conceived  of  him,  that  he  was  solicited  by 
the  bishops  Pearson,  Fell,  and  Lloyd,  to  return  into  the 
east,  in  order  to  collect  ancient  manuscripts  of  the  Greek 
ikthers.  It  was  designed  that  be  should  visit  the  monaste* 
ries  of  Mount  Athos,  where  there  was  said  to  be  exunt  a 
great  number  of  MSS.  reposited  there  before  the  decline  o^ 
the  Greek  empire.  He  was  then  to  proceed  to  'Smyrna^ 
Nice,  Nicomedia,  Ancyra,  and  at  last  to  Egypt;  and  to 
employ  two  or  three  years  in  this  voyage ;  but  he  could 
not  prevail  on  himself  to  undertake  it,  both  on  account  of 
the  dangers  inevitably  to  be  encountered,  and  of  the  just 
expectations  he  had.  from  bis  patron  Williamson  of  prefer-^ 
ment  in  the  church.  These  expectations!}  however,  were 
disappointed;  for  Wood  says,  that,  after  living  several 
years  with  him,  and  performing  a  great  deal  of  drudgery 
for  him,  be  was  at  length  dismissed  without  any  reward  *4 

*  Of  thu  neglect  Smith  was  not  in-  make  me  his  chaplain;  but  truly  thoagk 

sentible.     In  one  of  bis  letters  to  Mr.  I  have  lived  in  the  family  of  an  am<* 

Cradock,  dated  Stanhope-street,  near  bassador,  I  am  sensible  already,  that 

Tharing  Cross,  Oct.  7,  1676,  be  says,  1  am  not  cut  out  ft>r  it,  wanting  per- 

"  Upon  my  first  coming  here,  I  per-  chance. those  arts  of  compliaivce  and 

twnredsir  J.  W.'s  intention  of  giving  me  courtship,  to  which  1  was  never  bred^ 

A  chamber  in  hit  house  is  in  order  to  which,  I  see  a  man  must  be  guihy  of, 

1  Stryi^s  Life  of  Smith.— Lodge's  lUuurations,  vol  IL— Wartou'i  Hist,  of 
Poetry.— Bipg.  Brit.— Granger. 
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In  1683,  he  took  a  doctor  of  divinity**  degree;  and,  the 
year  after,  was  nominated  by  his  college  to  the  rectory  of 
8tanlake  in  the  diocese  of  Oxford,  but  upon  some  dislike 
resigned  it  in  a  month.  In  1687,  he  was  collated  to  a  pre- 
bend in  the  church  of  Heyiesbury  in  Wilts.  In  Angust 
1688,  he  was  deprived  of  bis  fellowship  by  Dr.Giffard,  the 
Popish  president  of  Magdalen  college,  because  he  refused 
to  live  among  the  new  Popish  fellows  of  that  college.  He 
bad  before  resisted  the  intrusion  of  Antony  Farmer  into  the 
office  of  president,  and  presented  a  petition  to  vhe  earl  of 
Sunderland,  beseeching  the  king  either  to  leave  the' college 
to  a  free  election,  or  recommend  a  qualified  person.  This 
being  refused,  he  was  for  presenting  a  second  address,  be-^ 
fore  they  proceeded  to  the  election,  and  at  last  he  and  Mr. 
Chemock  were  the  only  two  fellows  that  submitted  to  the 
authority  of  the  royal  commissioners,  yet  this  did  not  avail 
bim  when  he  refused  to  associate  with  the  new  popish  fel- 
lows uuder  Giffard.  He  was,  however,  restored  in  October 
following;  but,  afterwards  refusing  to  take  the  oaths  to 
William  and  Mary,  his  fellowship  was  pronounced  void, 
July  25,  1692.  From  this  time  he  lived  chiefly  in  sir  John 
Cotton's  family.  He  died  at  London,  May  1 1,  1710,  and 
was  buried  in  St.  Anne's  church,  Soho,  privately,  accord- 
ing to  his  desire. 

His  works  are,  1.  "Diatribade  Chaldaicis  Paraphrastis,'* 
Oxon.  1662,  8vo.  2.  **  Syntagma  de  Druidum  moribus  ac 
institutis."  3.  **  Remarks  upon  the  Manners,  Religion,  and 
Government  of  the  Turks ;  together  with  a  Survey  of  the 
seven  Churches  of  Asia,  as  they  now  lie  in  their  Ruins ;  and 
a  brief  Description  of  Constantinople,'*  1678,  8vo,  origi- 
nally published  in  Latin.  4.  **  De  GrsBCse  Ecclesiae  hodier- 
no  statu  Epistola;"  which,  with  additions,  he  translated 
into  English,  and  published  with  the  following  title :  "  An 
Account  of  the  Greek.  Church,  as  to  its  Doctrines  and  Rites 
of  Worship,  with  several  Historical  Remarks  interspersed, 
relating  thereto.  To  which  is  added,  an  Account  of  the 
State  of  the  Greek  Church  under  Cyrillus  Luqaris,  patriarch 
of  Constantinople,  with  a  Relation  of  bis  Sufferings  and 
Death,"  1680,  8vo.     5.  ^^  De  causis  et  remediis  dissidiof^ 

if  lie  wooM  pleose,  and  which  I  am  a  prebend  or  a  living,  when  I  can  liva> 

now  too, old  to  learn;  and  therefore  happily  all  my  life  long  in  a  colleg^b 

•hall  never  part  wiih  my  liberty,  and  and  enjoy  myself,  at  well  as  the  great 

live  uodor  continual  rcstraiat,  it  may  man  at  Lambeth."— Letters  by  Ea^ 

he  for  iwo  or  tbre«  yeari,  id  hoptt  of  nent  Peraooi,  1813,  3  Yoli.  8Tt>. 
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ram/'  &c.  Ox.  1675,  410,  printed  afcerwardt  among  his 
*^  MisceUanea/*  and  published  by  him  ia  Eoglish,  under  the 
title  of  '^  A  pacific  Discourse ;  or,  the  causes  and  remedies 
of  the  differences  about  religion,  which  distract  the  peace  of 
Christendom/'  Lond.  1688,  4to.  6.  Tvfo  volumes  of  <*  Mis- 
cellanea" in  Latin,  on  subjects  chieHy  of  ecclesiastical  his- 
tory and  biblical  criticism,  Lond.  1686,  8yo,  and  1692,  4to. 
7.  A  translation  of  the  **  Life  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen  of  Paz- 
zi,"  with  a  preface,  ibid.  1687,  4to.  8.  A  Latin  life  of 
Camden,  which  was  prefixed  to  his  edition  of  Camden's 
^' Epistols,"  in  1691,  4to.  9.  *<  Catalogus  libromm  ma- 
Duscriptorum  BibL  Cottonianae,''  Oxon.  1696,  fol.  with  a 
life  of  sir  Robert  Cotton.  10.  "  Inscriptiones  Gnecse.  Pal- 
myrenorum,  cum  scholiis  Ed.  Bernardi  et  Thorns  Smithi," 
Utrecht,  1698,  8vo.  11.  The  lives  of  Dr.  Robert  Hunt- 
ington, bishop  of  Raphoe,  and  of  Dr.  Edward  Bernard,  in 
Latin.  12.  An  edition  of  <<Ignatii  Epistole,''  Oxon.  1709, 
4to.     13.  A  preface  to  sir  Philip  Warwick*s  ^*  Memoirs  of 

.  the  reign  of  Charles  L*'  prefixed  to  the  edition  of  1702,  and 
of  which  there  has  lately  been  a  republication.  (1813);  and 
lastly,  that  very  useful  volume  entitled  ^  Vitse  quorundam 

.  eruditissimorum  &  illustrium  virorum,*'  1707,  4to.     In  this 

.  collection  are  the  lives  of  archbishop  Usher,  bishop  Cosios, 
Mr.  Henry  Brigga,Mr.John  Bainbridge,  Mr.  John  Greaves, 

,  sir  Patrick  Young,  preceptor  to  James  L  Pauick  Youdg, 
library-keeper  to  the  tame,  and  Dr.  John  Dee.  Three  pa- 
pers by  him  are  insertedin  the  ^^  Philosophical  Transactioas  i** 
1.  ^*  Historical  Observations  relating  to  Constantinople,  No. 
152,  for  Oct.  20,  1683."  t,  **  An  Account  of  the  City  of 
Prusia  ia  Bithynia,  No.  155,  fer  Jan.  1683.'*  3.  "  A  Con- 
jecture about  an  Under-current  M  the  Streigbts*mouth,  No. 
158,  for  April  168  V  He  (eft  his  MSS.  to  Hearne,  with 
whom  he  .was  a  frequent  corresponded!*.' 

*  Hcarae,  ia  one  of  hit  MS  diftciei,  knowledge  of  books  was  to  «xteotive, 

'    tajrt,  **  Dr.  llloiiias  Smith,  as  be  was  Uiat  men  of  Uie  bast  reputation,  such 

,    a  person  well«araed  in  all  »orti  of  learn-  as  have  spent  not  only  kandreds,  but 

ingt  and  okie  of  Uie  best  scholars  that  thousands  of  pounds  for  furnishing  li^ 

weaa  ever  bred  in  Magdalen  college,  braries,  applied  themselves  to  him  fer 

and  indeed  ia  this  uaiversi^y,  so  he  advice  and  direction,   and  were  glad 

bad  an  astraordinary  good  collection  wben  they  conld  receive  a  line  or  two 

of  books,  in  all   faculties,  wliicb  he  from  him  to  assist  them  in  that  of&ce. 

took  care  to  digest  in  the  beat  order.  Hit  printed  books  (collected  with  great 

Hiete  books  be  picked  up  in  his  tra-  care  and  judgment)  consist  of  about  6 

-yUt,  And  at  other  tiiMt  when  ba  had  or  1  thousand  volumes,  of  the  beat  adMl 

a  good  eoBvatiient  opportunity.    His  most  useful  authors,  some  of  which  he 

1  Biog.  Brit— iGea.  IMct.— Ath.  Ox.  vol.  II. 
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SMITH,  or  SMYTH  (William),  bishop  of  LincdA, 
and  founder  of  Braien-nose  college,  Oxford,  was  the  fourth 
son  of  Robert  Smyth,  of  Peelhouse  in  Widdows,  or  Wid- 
nesB,  in  the  parigh  of  Prescot,  Lancashire.  His  grandfather 
was  Henry.  Siuvth,  esq.  of  the  adjoining 'township  of 
Cuerdly,  where  the  family  appears  to  have  resided  both 
before  and  after  the  birth  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
and  extended  iu  branches  of  the  same  name  through  vu- 
rious  parts  of  the  kingdom.  Of  his  father  we  have  no  par- 
ticular information,  nor  of  the  period  of  his  birth,  unless 
that  it  took  place  about  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth  century; 
which  is,  however,  not  very  consistent  with  the  report, 
that  he  was  an  undergraduate  of  Oxford  so  late  as  1478. 

The  same  obscurity  envelopes  his  'early  years.  Wood 
indeed  says,  that  he  was  trained  up  in  grammar-learning 
in  his  own  country ;  but  in  what  seminary,  or  whether  his 
country  at  that  time  could  boast  of  any  institntbn  deserv- 
ing the  name  of  a  grammar-school,  are  subjects  of  conjee- 
tare.  His  late  biographer,  with  equal  acuteness  and  rea- 
son, has  supposed  him  to  have  been  educated  in  the  house- 
hold of  Thomas,  the  first  earl  of  Derby.  The  Coiintess  of 
Richmond,  who  was  the  second  wife  of  this  nobleman,  ac- 
cording to  a  laudable  custom  in  the  houses  of  the  nobility, 
provided  in  this  manner  for  the  instruction  of  young  men 
of  promising  talents :  and  it  is  known,  that  she  was  an 
early  patron  of  our  founder. 

At  what  time  he  removed  to  Oxford  is  uncertain,  nor 
has  any  research  discovered  the  college  of  which  he  was  a 
member.  Of  his  academical  honours,  all  that  we  know 
with  certainty  is  his  degree  of  bachelor  of  law,  which  he 
had  taken  some  time  before  1492,  when  he  was  instituted 
to  the  rectory  of  Cheshunt  in  Hertfordshire.  Wood  asserts 
that  he  removed  with  other  scholars  from  Oxford,  dreading 
the  pestilence  which  then  raged,  and  went  to  Cambridge, 
where  he  became  fellow,  and  afterwards  master  of  Pem- 
broke-hall. Browne  Willis  contradicts  this  only  in  part, 
by  informing  us  that  be  became  fellow,  but  not  master. 
His  late  biographer,  however,  Mr.  Churton,  has  decidedly 
proved  that  he  never  belonged  to  Cambridge,  and  that  the 
mistake  of  his  former  biographers  originated  in  his  being 

had  left  to  the  iraiT€rtK]f  of  Oxford  pursoHt  afl«r  Icftreing ;  aad  bad  not 

({Miticolarly  to  the  Bodleian  and  Mag-  tom^  m«ii  of  that  placo  pot  a  fligbt 

dalaa  oollefc  libnriaa)  bad  he  aot  been  npop  him,  wbicK  be  neither  ooeld,  nor 

ywoii  diicoaraged  (as  direra  other  ex*  indeea  ought  to  brook."    Leiten  by 

eellent  men  have  been)  in  hit  teresil  EnineA  ptmoh  ^c 
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confounded  with  a  person  of  both  bis  names,  who  was  fel- 
low of  Pembroke-ball,  and  a  contemporary. 

To  the  course  of  learning  usual  in  his  time,  and  which 
was  neither  copious  nor  solid,  he  appears  to  have  added 
the  study  of  the  Latin  classics  of  the  purer  ages,  which  was 
then  less  frequent,  although  more  liberally  tolerated,  and 
more  admired,  than  an  acquaintance  with  the  Greek  hin- 

fuage.  In  the  fifteenth  century  the  latter  was  scarcely 
nown,  unless  to  the  enterprizing  spirit  of  Grocyn,  Lin* 
acre,  and  the  other  restorers  of  literature ;  and  was  so  little 
relished,  as  to  be  sometimes  a  topic  of  ridicule,  and  some- 
times as  dangerous  as  heresy. 

For  his  first  advancement  he  is  supposed  to  have  been 
indebted  to  the  earl  of  Derby,  who  was  one  of  those  friends 
of  Henry  VII.  whom  that  monarch  rewarded,  after  the 
crown  was  established  in  security.  Probably  also  by  his 
interest  Smyth  was  appointed,  September  20,  1485,  to  the 
office  of  the  clerk  of  the  hanaper,  with  an  annual  stipend 
of  40/.  and  an  additional  allowance  of  eighteen-pence  per 
day  during  his  attendance,  in  person,  or  by  his  deputy, 
on  the  lord  chancellor.  This  salary  is  worthy  of  notice,  as 
the  sum  exceeds  that  which  was  attached  to  it,  not  only  on 
a  subsequent  appointment  in  this  reign,  but  for  a  century 
afterwards.  It  was,  therefore,  probably  given  as  a  special 
remuneration  to  Smyth,  whose  influence  appears  to  have 
been  increasing.  It  is  certain  that,  while  in  this  office,  he 
was  solicited  by  the  university  of  Oxford  to  interpose,  on 
a  very  critical  occasion,  when  they  had  incurred  the  king*s 
displeasure ;  and  such  was  his  influence,  that  his  majesty 
was  pleased  to  remove  their  fears,  and  confirm  their  privi* 
leges.  This  occurred  in  the  second  year  of  Henry's  reign. 
While  Smyth  held  this  office,  we  also  find  his  name  in  a 
writ  of  privy-seal  for  the  foundation  of  Norbridge's  chantry 
in  the  parish  church  of  the  Holy  Trinity  at  Guildford, 
along  with  Elizabeth,  consort  of  Henry  VII.,  Margaret, 
countess  of  Richmond,  his  mother,  Thomas  Bourchier  and 
Reginald  Bray,  knights. 

A  few  years  after  his  being  made  clerk  of  the  hanaper, 
he  was  promoted  to  the  deanery  of  St.  Stephen's,  West- 
minster, a  dignity  usually  conferred  on  some  favourite 
chaplain  whom  the  king  wished  to  have  near  his  person. 
The  precise  time  of  his  arriving  at  this  preferment  cannot 
be  discovered,  but  it  must  have  been  subsequent  to  July 
28,  1480,  when  Henry  Sharpe  occurs  as  dean.    While  iu 
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this  office  he  resided  in  Canon-row,  and  was  honoured  hy 
his  royal  master  with  a  seat  in  the  privy-council.  Fron» 
these  preferments  it  may  be  inferred  that  Smyth's  talents 
and  address  had  justified  the  hopes  of  his  family  and  pa- 
trons. He  must  certainly  have  been  a  favourite  with  the 
king,  and  not  less  so  with  his  mother,  the  countess  of 
Richmond,  who  on  June  14,  1492,  presented  him  to  the 
reclory  of  Cheshunt^  which  he  quitted  in  1494  for  higher 
preferment.  She  conferred  upon  him  another  mark  of  her 
confidence,  in  appointing  him  one  of  the  feoffees  of  those 
manors  and  estates,  which  were  to  answer  the  munificent 
purposes  of  her  will.  As  to  the  reports  of  his  former  bio-- 
graphers,  that  he  held,  at  one  time,  the  archdeaconry  of 
Surrey,  and  the  preposiuure  of  Wells,  Mr.  Churton  has 
clearly  proved  that  they  have  no  foundation. 

When  the  see  of  Lichfield  and  Coventry  became  vacant 
by  the  death  of  bishop  Hales,  Dec.  30,  1490,  the  king 
bestowed  it  on  Smyth,  by  the  style  of  ^'  Our  beloved  and 
faitliful  Counsellor,  Dean  of  our  free  chapel  within  our 
own  palace  at  Westminster.'*  The  time  neither  of  his 
election  nor  consecration  is  upon  record,  but  the  latter 
is  svpposed  to  have  taken  place  between  the  12th  and 
29th  of  January  1492-3.  The  cause  of  so  considerable  an 
interval  from  the  death  of  his  predecessor  must  probably 
be  sojaght  in  the  capricious  proceedings  of  the  court  of 
Rome  on  such  occasions.  His  final  settlement  in  this  see 
was  followed  by  a  Visitation  of  the  clergy  under  his  controul, 
and  the  performance  of  those  other  duties  incumbent  on 
his  new  station.  His  usual  residences  were  at  Beaudesert, 
and  at  Pipe,  both  near  Lichfield,  or  at  his  palace  in  Lon- 
don, which  stood  on  the  site  of  Sk)merset-house. 

His  next  promotipn  was  of  the  civil  kind,  that  of  presi- 
dent of  the  princess  council  within  the  marches  of  Wales. 
The  unsettled  state  of  Wales  had  engaged  the  attention  of 
Henry  VII  as  soon  as  he  came  to  the  throne ;  and  the 
wisest  policy,  in  order  to  civilize  and  conciliate  the  inha- 
bitants of  that  part  of  the  kingdom,  appeared  to  consist  in 
delegating  such  a  part  of  the  executive  power  as  might 
give  dignity  and  stability  to  the  laws,  and  ensure  subjection 
to  the  sovereign.  With  this  view  various  grants  and  com- 
missions were  issued  in  the  first  year  of  his  reign ;  and 
about  ]492,  Arthur^  prince  of  Wales  and  earl  of  Chester, 
was  included  iu  a  commission  of  the  peace  for  the  county 
of  Warwick,  with  archbishop  Morton,  Smyth,  bishop  of 
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Lichfield  and  Coventry,  and  others.  There  was  a  renewal 
of  this  commission  in  the  17th  Henry  VII.  of  which  our  pre^* 
late,  who  had  then  been  translated  to  the  see  of  Lincoln, 
was  again  lord  president.  The  prince's  court  was  held 
chiefly  at  Ludlow-castle,  long  the  seat  of  the  muses,' 
honoured  at  this  time  with  a  train  of  learned  men  from  the 
universities,  and  afterwards  immortalized  by  Milton  and 
Butler.  Here  bishop  Smyth,  although  placed  in  an  office 
that  seemed  likely  to  divert  him  from  the  business  of  his 
diocese,  look  special  care  that  his  absence  should  be  com- 
pensated by  a  deputation  of  his  power  to  vicars- general, 
and  a  suffragan  bishop,  in  whom  he  could  confide :  and 
here  he  conceived  some  of  (hose  generous  and  liberal  plans 
which  have  conferred  honour  on  bis  name.  The  first  in- 
stance of  his  becoming  a  public  benefactor  was  in  rebuild- 
ingr  and  re-endowing  the  hospital  of  St.  John  in  Lichfield, 
which  had  been  suffered  to  go  to  ruiri  by  the  negligence 
of  the  friars  who  occupied  it.  Accordingly,  in  the  third 
year  of  his  episcopate,  1495,  he  rebuilt  this  hospital,  and 
gave  a  new  body  of  statutes  for  the  use  of  the  society.  Of 
this  foundation  it  is  only  necessary  to  add  here,  that  the 
school  attached  to  it,  and  afterwards  joined  to  the  adjacent 
seminary  of  Edward  VI.  has  produced  bishops  Smalridge 
and  Newton,  the  chief  justices  Willes  and  Parker,  and 
those  illustrious  scholars,  Joseph  Addison  and  Samuel 
Johnson.  - 

Smyth  had  been  bishop  of  Lichfield  somewhat  more  than 
two  years,  when  he  was  translated  to  Lincoln,  November, 
1495.  In  1500  he  performed  a  strict  visitation  of  his  ca- 
thedral, which  his  liberality  had  already  enriched,  and  pre- 
scribed such  matters  of  dbcipline  and  police  as  seemed 
calculated  to  preserve  order,  and  correct  that  tendency  to 
abuse,  which  rendered  frequent  visitations  necessary.  Nor 
was  his  care  of  his  diocese  at  large  less  actively  employed, 
in  bearing  add  exaoiining  grievances,  and  promoting  dis- 
cipline and  morals^  ^*  But  perfection,'^  his  biographer  has 
well  observed,  '*  is  not  the  attribute  of  man ;  and  we  learn 
mth  less  surprise  than  regret,  that  Smyth  did  not  escape 
the  common  fault  of  condemning  heretics  to  the  prison  or 
the  stake.''  For  this  no  apology  can  here  be  offered.  The 
wonder  is,  that  we  are  still  solicited  to  a  fellow«feeling 
with  a  religion  which  could  warp  the  minds  of  such  men  as 
Smyth.  It  would  have  done  enough  to  incur  our  aversion, 
bad  it  done  no  more  than  to  stain  the  memory  of  those 


Digitized  by 


Google 


150  SMITH. 

benefactors^  to  whose  liberality  the  learning  of  the  present 
age  is  so  deeply  indebted. 

In  the  last-mentioned  year,  Smyth  was  requested  by  the 
university  of  Oxford  to  accept  the  office  of  chancellor,  then 
vacant  by  the  death  of  archbishop  Morton.  How  long  he 
continued  chancellor  is  not  exactly  known,  but  his  resig- 
nation must  have  taken  place  about  1503,  when  we  find 
Dr.  Mayew  held  that  office.  In  1507-8,  he  concerted  the 
plan  of  Brasen-nose  college,  along  with  bis  friend  sir  Ri- 
chard Sutton,  and  lived  to  see  it  completed.  Of  his  death 
we  have  few  particulars,  nor  can  his  age  be  ascertained. 
After  making  a  will^in  due  form,  characterized  by  the 
liberality  which  bad  distinguished  his  whole  life,  be  ex- 
pired at  Buckden,  Jan.  2,  15 13- 14-,  and  was  interred  on 
the  south  side  of  the  nave  of  Lincoln  cathedral,  under  a 
marble  grave  stone,  richly  adorned  with  bras«,  which  sir 
William  Dugdale  had  leisure  to  describe  just  before  it  was 
destroyed  by  the  republican  soldiers  or  mob.,  A  mural 
monument  was  recently  put  up,  with  a  suitable  inscription, 
by  the  rev.  Ralph  Cawley,  D.  D.  and  principal  of  Brasen- 
nose  from  1770  to  1777. 

The  progress  of  this  munificent  work,  Brasen-nose  col- 
lege, may  be  seen  in  our  authorities.  The  charter  of 
foundation  granted  to  bishop  Smyth  and  Richard  Sutton, 
esq.  is  dated  Jan.  ^S,  151 1-12  ;  and  it  is  supposed  that  the 
society  became  a  fierman^nt  corporation  on  the  feast  of  St. 
Hugh,  Nov.  17,  1512,  or  perhaps  a  little  earlier.  Ac- 
cording to  the  charter,  the  society  was  to  consist  of  a  prin- 
cipal and  sixty  scholars,  to  be  instructed  in  the  sciences 
of  sophistry,  logic,  and  philosophy,  and  afterwards  in  di- 
vinity, and  they  might  possess  lands,  &c.  to  the  yearly 
value  of  300/.  beyond  all  burdens  and  repairs.  The  num- 
ber of  fellows,  however,  was  not  completed  until  their  re- 
venues, by  being  laid  out  on  land,  began  to  be  certainly 
productive. 

The  estates  which  bishop  Smyth  bestowed  on  the  college 
were  chiefly  two,  Basset's  Fee,  in  the  environs  of  Oxford, 
which  formerly  is  supposed  to  have  belonged  to  the  Bassets, 
barons  of  Headington  ;  and  the  entire  property  of  the  sup- 
pressed priory  of  Cold  Norton,  with  its  manors  and  estates 
in  Oxfordshire  and  Northamptonshire,  which  had  been 
sold  to  bishop  Smyth  by  the  convent  of  St.  Stephen^s 
Westminster  for  eleven  hundred  and  fifty  marks.' 

1  ChurtoD's  Livei  of  Uie  Foanden.— Chalmeri's  Hist,  qf  Oxford. 
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SMITH  (WaUAM),  herald  ai^d  antiquary,  was  born  in 
Cheshire,  and  descended  from  the  Smiths  or  Smyths  of 
Oldboilgh.     He  was  educated  at  Oxford,  but  in  what  col- 
lege Wood  has  not  ascertained,  there .  being   several  of 
the  same  names  about  the  latter  part  of  the  sixteenth  cen- 
tury.    When  be  left  the  university,  we  cannot  traoe  bis 
progress,  but  on  his  application  at  the  Heralds'  college  for 
the  office  of  Rouge-Dragon,  it  was  said  that  he  had  been  a 
merchant  and  traveller.     He  was  recommended  by  sir 
George  Carey,  knight- marshal;  and  **  The  Society  of  Arms 
finding,  by  many,  that  he  was  honest,  and  of  a  quiet  con- 
versation, and  well  languaged,"  joined  in  tlie  supplication, 
which  gained  him  this  office.     Anstis  says,  that  he  had 
long  resided  abroad,  and  had  kept  an  inn,  at  Nuremburgh, 
in  Germany,  the  sign  at  the  door  of  which  was  the  Goose. 
He  wrote  a  description  of  Cheshire,  whicti,  with  his  histo- 
rical collections  made  about  1590,  or  a  copy  of  them,  falling 
into  the  hands  of  sir  Randolph  Crew,  knt  lord  chief  justice 
of  the  King's- bench,  his  grandson,  sir  Randolph  Crew,  gave 
them  to  the  public.     These  materials,  and  the  labours  of 
William  Webb,  form  the  bulk  of  «  King's  Vale-Royal,"  pub- 
lished in  fol.  1656.     He  made  a  great  number  of  collections, 
relative  to  families  in  England  and  Germany.     He  wrote  a 
desoription  of  this  kingdom,  embellishing  it  with  drawings 
of  its  chief, towns.     Many  of  his  books  are  in  Philipot's 
press,  in  the  College  at  Arms.     He  composed  an  Alphabet 
of  Arms,  which  the  late  respected  Mr.  Brooke  supposed 
to  have  been  the  origin  or  basis  of  such  kind  of  books. 
The  original  was  lodg^  in  King's-co^ege  library,  in  Cam- 
bridge, to  which  it  had  been  given  by  Dr.  Richard  Rode*- 
rick.     It  was  copied  in  1744,  by  the  rev.  William  Cole^  . 
M.  A.  of  Milton,  and  is  now  with  his  other  MSS.  in  the 
British  Museum.    The  late  rev.  Samuel  Pegge,  the  anti- 
quary, had  a  manuscript  copy,  improved  by  him,  of  Derby- 
shire, as  visited  by  Glover.     This  skilful  and  indefatig^le 
officer  at  arms  died,  without  farther  promotion,  Oct  1  j  1618. 
In  the  Bodleian  library  are  two  MSS.  by  Smith,  the  one 
^'  The  Image  of  Heraldrye,  &c."  a  sort  ci  iiitroduction  to 
the  science,  which  formerly  belonged  to  Anstis ;  the  other, 
**  Genealogies  of  the  different  potentates  of  Europe,  1578," 
formerly  Peter  Le  Neve's.     A  new  edition,  with  addiuous, 
of  the  <'  Vale-Royal,"  was  published  at  Chester,  1778, 
2  vols,  8vo.  * 

>  AUi.  Qx.Tol.  I.  ntw  edit.-*Noble'i  Collese  of  Armi.— Qou|h*s  Topog.  toI.  I. 
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SMITb  (William),  a  learned  Englisfa  divine  and  trans- 
lator, was  the  son  of  the  rev.  Richard  Smith,  rector  of  All- 
Saints,  and  minister  of  St.  Andrew,  both  in  Worcester, 
who  died  in  1726.  He  was  bom  at  Worcester  in  1711, 
and  educated  at  the  grammar-school  of  that  city.  In  1721$ 
he  was  admitted  of  New-college,  Oxford,  where  he  pro- 
ceeded B.  A.  in  1732,  M.  A.  in  1737,  and  D.  D.  in  1758. 
In  1735  he  was  presented  by  his  patron,  James  earl  of 
Derby,  in  whose  family  he  was  reader,  to  the  rectory  6f 
Tririity-church,  Chester,  and  by  his  ^on  and  snccessor^s 
interest,  whose  chaplain  he  was,  to  the  deanery  of  Chester 
in  1758.  He  held  the  mastership  of  Brentwood-school  in 
Essex  for  one  year,  1748;  and  in  1753  was  nominated  by 
the  corporation  of  Liverpool  one  of  the  ministers  of  St. 
Geerge's  church  there,  which  he  resigned  in  1767.  With 
his  deanery  he  held  the  parish  churches  of  Handley  and 
Tritity,  but  in  1780  resigned  the  last  for  the  rectory  of 
West  Kirkby.  He  died  Jan.  12,  1787.  His  character  is 
thus  briefly  drawn  by  his  biographer :  ^'  He  was  tall  and 
genteel ;  bis  voice  was  strong,  clear,  and  melodious ;  he 
spoke  Latin  fluently,  and  was  complete  master  not  only  of 
the  Greek  but  Hebrew  language ;  his  mind  was  so  replete 
with  knowledge,  that  he  was  a  living  library ;  his  manner  of 
address  was  graceful,  engaging,  and  delightful;  his  sermons 
were  pleasing,  informing,  convincing ;  his  memory,  even  in 
*g^>  w*8  wonderfully  retentive,  and  his  conversation  was  po- 
lite, affable,  and  in  the  highest  degree  improving.''  He  is 
known  in  the  learned  world,  chiefly  by  his  valuable  transla- 
tions of  **  Longinus  on  the  Sublime,"  1739,  8vo,  which  went 
through  four  editions,  the  last  df  which,  with  the  frontispiece 
designed  by  Dr.  Wall  of  Worcester,  is  said  to  be  the  best; 
"  Thucydides,"  1753,  2  vols.  4to,  reprinted  in  1781,*  8 vo*; 
"  Xenophon's  History  of  the  Affairs  of  Greece,*'  1770,  4t6. 
In  1782  he  published  **  Nine  Sermons  on  the  Beatitudes/* 
8vo,  very  elegantly  written.  In  17*^1,  appeared  **  The 
Poetic  Works  of  the  rev.  William  Smith,  I).  D.  late  dean 
bf  Chester;  with  some  account  of  the  life  and  writings  of 
the  Author.  By  Thomas  Crane,  minister  of  the  parish 
church  of  St.  Glave  in  Chester,  &c."  This  work  we  have 
not  seen,  and  for  the  account  of  Dr.  Smith's  life  we  are 
indebted  to  a  review  of  it  in  the  Gent,  Mag.' 

SMOLLETT  (To  BIAS),  a  historian,  novelist  and  po^t 
of  considerable  reputation,  was  the  grandson  or  sir'Jarties 

)  Genu  Magr*  vol.  LXT. 
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Smollett  of  Bonhill^  a  meipber  of  the  Scotch  parliameBt, 
and  one  of  the  commistioners  for  framfng  the  treaty  of 
union.  He  married  Jane,  daughter  of*  sir  Aulay  Macaq- 
ley,  bart.  of  Ardincaple^  by  whom  be  bad  four  sons  apd 
tiro  daughters.  The  fourth  son,  Archibald,  married  with- 
out  asking  his  father's  consent,  Barbara  Cunningham, 
daughter  of  Mr.  Cunningham  of  Gilbert6eld,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Glasgow.  His  father,  however,  allowed  him 
an  income  of  about  300/.  a-year.  He  unfortunately  died, 
after  the  birth  of  two  sons  and  a  daughter,  who,  widi  their 
mother,  were  left  dependent  on  the  grandfather,  and  we 
do  not  find  that  he  neglected  them.  Tobias,  the  subject 
•f  this  memoir,  and  the  youngest  of  those  children,  was 
bom  in  the  house  of  Dalquhurn,  near  Renton  in  the  parish 
of  Cardross,  in  1721,  and  christened  Tobias  George ;  but 
this  latter  name  he  does  not  appear  to  have  used. 

The  scenery  amidst  which  he  passed  bis  early  years, 
and  cultivated  the  muses,  he  has  described,  in  Humphrey 
Clinker,  with  picturesque  enthusiasm.  He  was  first  in- 
structed in  classical  learning  at  the  school'  of  Dumbarton, 
by  Mr.  John  Love,  one  of  the  ablest  schoolmasters  of  that 
country,  and  to  whom  Mr.  Chalmers  has  done  ample  jus- 
tice in  bis  life  of  Ruddiman.  While  at  this  school,  Smol- 
lett exhibited  symptoms  of  what  more  or  less  predominated 
through  life,  a  disposition  to  prove  his  superiority  of  un* 
derstanding  at  the  expence  of  those  whose  weaknesses 
ind  failings  he  thought  he  could  turn  into  ridicule  with  im« 
punity.  The  verses  which  he  wrote  at  this  early  age  were 
principally  satires  on  such  of  his  schoolfellows  as  happened 
to  displease  him.  He  wrote  also  a  poem  to  the  memory  of 
the  celebrated  Wallace,  whose  praises  he  found  in  the 
8tory*books  and  ballads  of  every  cottage.  From  Dumbar- 
ton he  was  removed  to  Glasgow,  where,  after  some  hesita* 
tion,  ^e  determined  in  favour  of  the  study  of  medicine, 
and,  according  to  the  usual  practice,  was  bound  appren- 
tice to  Mr.  John  Gordon,  then  a  surgeon,  and  afterwards  a 
physician  of  considerable  eminence,  whom  he  was  unjustly 
accused  of  ridiculing  under  the  name  of  Potion,  in  his 
novel  of  Roderic  Random'. 

Frofti  his  medical  studies,  which  he  cultivated  with  assi- 
duity, he  was  occasionally  seduced  by  a  general  love  of 
polite  literature,  and  seemed  unconsciously  to  store  his 
mind  with  that  fund  of  extensive,  though  perhaps  not  pro- 
found knowled^,  which  enlmled  him  afterwards  to  exe- 
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cote  80  many  works  Id  varioiit  branobes.  His  satirical  dU-^ 
ppsitioQ  also  followed  bim  to  Glasgow,  by  wbicb  he  oiade 
a.  few  admirers,  and  many  enemies.  Dr.  Moore  has  re- 
lated, with  suitable  gravity,  that  be  ooce  threw  a  snowball 
with  such  dexterity  that  it  gave  both  a  blow  and  a  repartee.^ 
But  such  frolics  were  probably  not  frequent,  and  bis  time 
w.as  in  general  more  profitably  or  at  least  more  seriously 
employed.  Before  he  had  reached  his  eighteenth  year, 
he  began  to  feel  the  ambition  of  a  dramatic  poet,  and 
wrote  the  tragedy  of  the  "  Regicide,'*  which  was  consi* 
dered  as  an  extraordinary  production  for  a  person  of  his 
years ;  but  we  do  not  read  it  as  it  was  originally  composed, 
nor  was  it  made  public  until  nearly  ten  years  after. 

On  the  death  of  his  grandfather,  who  had  hitherto  sup- 
ported bim  in  his  studies,  but  left  no  permanent  provision 
for  the  completion  of  them,  he  removed  to  London,  in 
q^est  of  employment  in  the  army  er  navy,  and  strength- 
ened his  hopes  by  carrying  his  tragedy  vrith  him.  -The 
latter,  however,  was  in  all  respects  an  unfortunate  specu- 
lation. After  being  amused  and  cajoled  by  all  the  common 
and  uncommon  tricks  of  the  theatrical  managers,  for  nearly 
ten  years,  he  was  under  the  necessity  of  sending  it  to  the 
press  in  vindication  of  his  own  importunities,  and  the  opi- 
nions of  his  friends.  His  preface  may  yet  be  read  with 
advantage  by  the  candidates  for  stage  favour,  although 
modern  managers  are  said  to  be  less  fastidious  than  their 
predecessors,  and  from  the  liberality  of  their  admission^, 
leave  it  somewhat  doubtful  whether  they  have  not  lost  the 
privilege  of  rejection.  In  this  preface,  Smollett  was  not 
sparing  of  his  indignation,  but  he  reserved  more  substan- 
tial revenge  for  a  more  favourable  opportunity. 
.  In  the  mean  time,  in  1741,  he  procured  the  situation  of 
8urgeon's-mate  on  board  a  ship  of  the  line,  and  sailed  on 
the  unfortunate  expedition  to  Carthagena,  which  he  de* 
'  scribed  in  his  ^<  Roderic  Random,"  and  afterwards  more 
historically  in  a  ^'  Compendium  of  Voyages/*  published  in 
1756,  in  7  vols.  l2mo.  The  issue  of  that  expedition  could 
not  be  more  humiliating  to  Smollett  than  his  own  situation, 
so  averse  to  the  disposition  of  a  young  man  of  his  taste 
and  vivacity.  He  accordingly  quitted  the  service  while 
bis  ship  was  in  the  West-Indies,  and  resided  for  some  time 
in  Jamaica,  but  in  what  capacity  or  how  supported,  his 
biographer  has  not  informed  us.  Here,  however,  be  $rst 
became  acquainted  with  tMe  lady  whom  he  afterwards 
married. 
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In  1746|  be  returned  to  London,  and  having  beard 
many  exaggerated  accounts  of  the  severities  practised  in 
tuppressipg  the  rebellion  in  Scotland,  he  gave  vent  to  his 
feelings,  and  love  for  his  country,  in  a  beautiful  and  spi- 
rited poem,  entitled  <<The  Tears  of  Scotland/'  The 
subject  was  doubtless  attractive  as  a  poet,  but  as  he  had 
been  bred  a  Whig,  he  was  rather  inconsistent  in  his  prin- 
ciples, and  certainly  very  unfortunate  in  bis  predictions. 
His  friends  wished  him  to  suppress  this  piece,  as  having  a 
tendency  to  offend  the  Whigs,  on  whose  patronage  he  had 
some  reliance ;  and  although  his  enthusiasm  was  at  present 
rather  too  warm  for  advice,  and  be  had  from  this  time  de- 
clared war  against  the  whig-ministers  under  George  IL  yet 
it  does  not  appear  that  it  was  published  with  his  name  for 
many  years  after. 

In  1746  he  first  presented  himself  to  the  pubKc  as  the 
author  of  ^*  Advice,  a  Satire,*'  in  which  he  endeavoured 
to  excite  indignation  against  certain  public  characters,  by 
accusations  which  a  man  of  delicacy  would  disdain  to  bring 
forward  under  any  circumstances,  and  which  are  generally 
brought  forward  under  the  very  worst.  What  this  produc- 
tion contributed  to  his  fame,  we  are  not  told  ;  his  friends, 
however,  were  alarmed  and  disgusted,  and  his  enemies 
probably  increased.  About  this  time  he  wrote  (for  Covent- 
garden  theatre),  an  opera  called  "Alceste,"  which  was 
never  acted  or  printed,  owing,  it  is  said,  to  a  <]ispute  be- 
tween the  author  and  the  manager.  Sir  John  Hawkins, 
who,  in  all  his  writings,  trusts  too  much  to  his  memory, 
informs  us,  that  Handel  set  this  opera  to  music,  and,  that 
his  labour  might  not  be  lost,  afterwards  adapted  the  airs 
to  Dryden's  second  ode  on  St.  Cecilia's  day. .  But  Handel 
composed  that  ode  in  1739,  according  to  Dr.  Bumey's 
more  accurate  and  scientific  history  of  music.  In  1747, 
our  author  published  *^  Reproof,  a  Satire/'  as  a  second 
part  of  **  Advice,"  and  consisting  of  the  same  materials, 
with  the  addition  of  some  severe  lines  on  Rich,  the  manager 
of  Covent-garden  theatre,  with  whom  he  had  just  quar- 
relled. 

In  the  same  year  he  married  miss  Anne  Lascelles,  the 
lady  whom  he  had  courted  in  Jamaica,  and  with  whom  he 
had  the  promise  of  three  thousand  pounds.  Of  this  sum, 
however,  he  obuined  but  a  small  part,  and  that  after  a  very 
expensive  law-suit.  As  he  had,  upon  his  marriage,  hired 
•  genteel  house,  and  lived  in  a  more  hospitable  Ityle  than 
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the  poMes^ioD  of  tkie  whole  of  his  wife's  fortuoe  could  have 
supported,  he  was  again  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  his 
peiii  and  produced,  in  174St,  ^<  The  Adventures  of  Rode- 
rick Random/'  in  2  vols.  12mo.  This  was  the  most  suc- 
cessful of  all  his  writings,  and  perhaps  the  most  popular  . 
novel  of  the  age,  partly  owing  to  the  notion  that  it  was  in 
many  respects  a  history  of  his  own  life,  and  partly  to  its 
intrinsic  merit,  as  a  delineation  of  real  life,  manners.,  and 
cbaraeters,  given  with  a  force  of  humour  to  which  the  pub- 
lick  had  not  been  accustomed.  If,  indeed,  we  consider  its 
moral  tendency,  there  ,are  few  productions  more  unfit  for 
perusal ;  yc^t  such  were  his  ppinions  of  public  decency  that 
be  seriously  fancied  he  was  writing  to  humour  the  taste, 
and  correct  the  morak,  of  the  age.  That  it  contains  a 
history  of  his  own  life  was  probably  a  surmise  artfully  cir- 
culated to  excite  curiosity,  but  that  real  characters  are  de- 
picted was  much  more  obvious.  Independent  of  those 
whom  he  introduced  out  of  revenge,  as  Lacy  and  Garrick 
for  rejecting  his  tragedy,  there  are  traits  of  many  other 
persons  more  or  less  disguised,  to  the  introduction  of  which 
he  was  incited  merely  by  the  recollection  of  foibles  which 
deserved  to  be  exposed.  Every  man  who  draws  characters, 
whether  to  complete  the  fable  of  a  novel,  or  to  illustrate 
an  essay,  will  be  insensibly  attracted  by  what  he  has  seen 
in  real  life,  and  real  life  was  Smollett's  object  in  all  his  no- 
vels. .  His  only  monster  is  count  Fathom ;  but  Smollett  deals 
in  none  of  those  perfect  beings  who  are  the  heroes  of  the 
more  modern  novel. 

In  1749,  his  trjigedy  "The  Regicide,"  as  already  no- 
ticed, was  published,  very  much  to  his  emolument,  but 
certainly  without  any  injury  to  the  judgment  of  the  mana- 
gers who  hfid  rejected  it.  Extraordinary  as  it  might  have 
appeared,  if  published  as  he  wrote  it  at  the  age  of  eigh- 
teen, it  seemed  no  prodigy  in  one  of  more  advanced  years, 
who  had  adopted  every  improvement  which  his  critical 
friends  could  suggest.  The  preface  has  been  mentioned  as 
coBtaining  his  complaints  of  delay  and  evasion,  and  he  bad 
now  more  effectually  vented  his  rage  on  lord  Lyttelton  and 
Mr.  Garrick  in  "  Roderick  Random."  With  Garrick,  how- 
ever, he  lived  to  be  reconciled  in  a  manner  which  did  credit 
to  their  respective  feelnv^s. 

In  1750,  Lc  look  a  trip  to  Paris,  where  he  renewed  his 
acquaintance  witb  Dr.  Moore,  his  biographer,  who  informs 
us  that  he  indulged  the  commdn  English  prejudices  against 
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the  Freoch  nation,  and  never  attained  the  language  so  per- 
fectly as  to  be  able  to  mix  familiarly  with  the  inhabitants. 
His  stay  here  was  not  long,  for  in  1751,  he  published  his 
second  most  popular  novel,  "  Peregrine  Pickle,"  in  4  vols. 
l2mo,  which  was  received  with  great  avidity.  In  the  se- 
cond edition,  which  was  called  for  within  a  few  months, 
he  speaks  with  more  craft  than  truth  of  certain  book- 
sellers and  others  who  misrepresented  the  work,  and  ca- 
lumniated the  author.  He  could  not,  however,  conceal, 
and  all  his  biographers  have  told  the  shan^eless  tale  for 
him,  that  '^  he  received  a  handsome  reward'^  for  inserting 
the  profligate  memoirs  of  lady  Vane.  It  is  only  wonder- 
ful, ths^t  after  this  he  could  *^  flatter  himself  that  he  had  ex- 
punged every  adventure,  phi-ase,  and  insinuation  that  couid 
be  construed  by  the  most  .delicate  readers  into  a  trespass 
upon  the  rules  of  decorum."  In  this  work,  as  in  "  Rode- 
rick Random,"  he  indulged  his  unhappy  propensity  to 
personal  satire  and  revenge,  by  introducing  living  charac- 
ters. He  again  endeavoured  to  degrade  those  of  Garrick 
and  Quin,  who,  it  is  said,  had  expressed  a  more  unfavour- 
able opinion  of  the  "  Regicide"  than  even  Garrick :  and 
he  was  perhaps  yet  more  unpardonable  in  holding  up  Dr. 
Akenside  to  ridicule. 

Smollett  had  hitherto  derived  his  chief  support  from  his 
pen  ;  but  after  the  publication  of  "  Peregrine  Pickle,"  he 
appears  to  have  had  a  design  of  resuming  his  medical  pro- 
fession, and  announced  himself  as  having  obtained  the  de- 
gree of  doctor,  but  from  what  university  has  not  been  dis- 
covered. In  thi^  character,  however,  he  endeavoured  to 
establish  himself  at  Bath,  and  published  a  tract  on  *^  The 
External  Use  of  Water."  In  tliis,  his  object  was  to  prove, 
that  pure  water,  both  for  warm  and  cold  bathing,  may  he 
preferred  to  waters  impregnated  with  minerals,  except  in 
certain  cases  where  the  vapou^'-bath  is  requisite.  He  enters 
also  into  a  vindication  of  the  plan  of  Mr.  Cleland,  a  surgeon 
at  Bath,  for  remedying  the  inconveniencies  relating  to  the 
baths  at  that  place.  Whatever  was  thought  of  this  pam- 
phlet, he  failed  in  his  principal  object.  He  had,  indeed, 
obtained  considerable  fame,  as  his  own  complaints,  and 
the  contemporary  journals  plainly  evince  ;  but  it  was  not  of 
that  kind  which  usually  leads  to  medical  practice. 

•  Disappointed  in  this  design,  he  determined  to  devote 
himself  entirely  to  literary  undertakings,  for  many  of  which 
he  was  nadoubtedly  better  qualified  by  learning  and  genius 
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than  most  of  the  authors  by  profession  in  bis  day.  He  now 
fixed  bis  residence  at  Chelseai  on  an  efstabJishment  of 
which  be  has  given  the  public  a  very  just  picture  in  bis 
novel  of  ^'  Humphrey  Clinker.''  If  the  picture  be  at  the 
same  time  rather  flattering^  it  must  be  recollected  that  it 
was  Smollett's  peculiar  misfortune  to  make  enemidi  in  every 
step  of  his  progress,  and  to  be  obliged  to  say  those  hand* 
some  things  of  himself  which  no  other  man  would  say  for 
him.  Dr.  Moore,  however,  assures  us  that  his  mode  of 
living  at  Chelsea  was  genteel  and  hospitable,  without  be- 
ing extravagant,  and  that  what  he  says  of  his  liberality  is 
not  overcharged. 

His  first  publication,  in  this  retirement,  if  it  may  be  so 
called,  was  the  ^'  Adventures  of  Ferdinand  count  Fathom," 
in  1753.^  This  novel,  in  the  popular  opinion,  has  been 
reckoned  greatly  inferior  to  his  former  productions,  but 
merely  perhaps  because  it  is  unlike  them.  There  is  such 
a  perpetual  flow  of  sentiment  and  expression  in  this  pro- 
duction, as  must  give  a  very  high  idea  of  the  fertility  of 
his  mind  ;  but  in  the  delineation  of  characters  be  departs 
too  much  from  real  life,  and  many  of  his  incidents  are 
highly  improbable.  Mr.  Cumberland,  in  the  Memoirs  of 
bis  own  life,  lately  published,  takes  credit  to  himself  for 
the  chariacter  of  Abraham  Adams,  and'bf  Sheva,  in  his  co- 
medy of  the  Jew,  which  are,  however,  correct  transcripts 
of  Smollett's  Jew,  nor  would  it  have  greatly  lessened  the 
merit  of  his  benevolent  views  towards  that  depressed  nation, 
had  Mr.  Ciunberland  frankly  made  this^acknowledgment. 

In  1755,  Smollett  published,  by  subscription,  a  trans- 
lation of  *^  Don  Quixote,"  in  two  elegant  quarto  volumes. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  say  much  on  a  translation  which  has 
so  long  superseded  every  other.  But  since  the  appearance 
of  lord  Woodhouselee's  admirable  "  Essay  on  the  principles 
of  Translation,"  a  new  edition  of  that  by  Jarvis  has  been 
published,  and  will  serve  to  prove  what  his  lordship  has 
advanced,  that  Smollett's  was  merely  an  improved  editioR 
of  that  forgotten  work.  Let  not  this,  however,  detract 
greatly  from  Smollett's  merit.  Writing,  as  he  did,  ibr 
bread,  dispatch  was  not  only  his  primary  object,  as  lord 
Woodhouselee  has  observed,  but  dispatch  was  probably  re- 
quired of  him.  He  has  excelled  Jarvis  while  he  availed 
himself  of  his  labours ;  and  such  was  his  strong  sense  of 
ridicule,  and  ample  fund  of  humour,  that  could  be  have 
fixed  upon  a  proper  8ubje<j^  and  found  the  requisite  lei- 
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tore,  it  is  not  too  tnucfa  to  suppose  that  he  might  hare  been 
the  rival  of  Cervantes  himself. 

After  the  publication  of  this  translation  he  visited  his  re- 
lations in  Scotland,  and  on  his  return  to  England,  was  en- 
gaged to  onderuke  the  management  of  the  ^'  Critical  Re- 
viewy**  which  was  begun  in  1736,  in  dependence,  as  has 
been  asserted,  upon  the  patronage  of  the  Tories,  and  the 
high  church  party.  It  does  not  ap|)ear,  however,  that  any 
extraordinary  aid  came  from  those  quarters,  and  the  mode 
in  which  it  was  long  conducted  proves  that  the  success  of 
the  Monthly  Review  was  the  only  motive,  or,  if  that  could 
not  be  rivalled,  it  was  hoped  that  the  public  might  sup- 
port two  publications  of  the  kind.  To  this  task  Smollett 
brought  many  necessary  qualifications :  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  general  knowledge,  a  just  tasie  in  works  of  criticism, 
apd  a  style,  flowing,  easy,  and  popular.  He  had  also 
much  acquaintance  with  the  literary  history  of  his  times, 
and  could  translate  with  readiness  from  some  of  the  modern 
languages.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  it  was  his  misfortune 
here,  as  in  every  stage  of  his  life,  that  the  fair  display  of 
bis  talents,  and  perhaps  the  genuine  sentiments  of  bis  heart, 
were  perverted  by  the  prejudices  of  friendship,  or  by  the 
mprd  inexcusable  impulses  of  jealousy,  revenge,  and  all 
that  enters  into  the  composition  of  an  irritable  temper. 
He  had  already  suffered  by  provoking  unnecessary  ani- 
mosity, and  was  now  in  a  situation  where  it  would  have 
been  impossible  to  escape  invidious  imputation,  had  he 
practised  the  utmost  candour  and  moderation.  How  much 
more  dangerous  such  a  situation,  to  one  who  was  always  too 
regardless  of  past  experience,  and  who  seems  to  have  gladly 
embraced  the  opportunity  which  secrecy  afforded,  of  deal- 
ing bill  blows  around  without  discrimination,  and  without 
mercy.  It  is  painful  to  read  in  the  early  volumes  of  this 
Heriew,  the  continual  personal  abuse  he  levelled  at  his 
rival,  Mr.  Griffiths,  who  very  rarely  took  any  notice  of  it; 
and  the  many  vulgar  and  coarse  sarcasms  he  directed 
against  every  author  who  presumed  to  doubt  the  infalli- 
bility of  his  opinions.  It  is  no  less  painful  to  contemplate 
the  self-sufficiency  displayed  on  every  occasion  where  he 
can  introduce  bis  own  character  and  works. 

Among  others  whom  he  provoked  to  retaliate,  was  the 
noted  political  quack,  Dr.  Sbebbeare,  Churchill,  the  poet, 
and  Grainger.  But  the  contest  in  which  he  was  involved 
with  admiral  Knowles  terminated  in  a  more  honourable 
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manner.  That  officer  thoagbt  proper  to  proatfcute  the 
printer  of  the  "  Critical  ileview,"  (the  late  Mr.  Hamilton) 
for  a  paragraph  in  the  Review  reftecting  on  his  character, 
declaring  at  the  same  time,  that  his  only  object  was  to  dis- 
cover the  author,  and  if  he  proved  to  be  a  gentleman^  to 
obtain  the  satisfaction  of  a  gentleman  from  him.  Smollett, 
by  applying  to  persons  acquainted  with  Knowles,  endea- 
voured to  avert  the  prosecution ;  but,  finding  that  impossible, 
the  moment  sentence  was  about  to  be  pronounced  against 
the  printer^  he  stept  forth  in  open  court,  and  avowed  him- 
self  the  author.  After  this  spirited  action,  which  yet,  in 
Knowles's  opinion,  did  not  constitute  him  9l gentleman^  he 
was  prosecuted,  and  sentenced  to  pay  lOO/«  and  be  im- 
prisoned for  three  months. 

Soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  Review  he  pub- 
lished, but  without  his  name,  the  ^*  Compendium  of  Voy- 
ages,'* 7  vols.  12mo,  already  noticed,  a  work  not  eminently 
successful,'  and  which  has  not  since  been  reprinted.  This 
was  a  species  of  compilation,  however^  for  which  he  was 
well  qualified.  He  k^iew  how  to  retrench  superfluities,  and 
to  bring  forward  the  most  pleasing  parts  of  the  narrative  in 
an  elegant  style;  and  in  drawing  characters,  when  they 
fell  id  his  way,  he  discovered  much  judgment  and  pre- 
cision. 

In  1757  he  attempted  the  stage  a  second  time,  by  a  co- 
medy, or  rather  farce,  entitled  '^The  Reprisals,  or,  the 
Tars  of  Old  England,"  which  Garrick,  notwithstanding 
their,  former  animosity,  accepted,  and  produced  upon  the 
stage,  where  it  had  a  temporary  success.  Davies,  in  his 
life  of  Garrick,  gives  an  account  of  the  manager's  behaviour 
on  this  occasion,  which  reflects  much  honour  on  him,  and 
so  touched  SmoUett^s  feelings  that  he  embraced  every 
opportunity  of  doing  justice  to  the  merits  of  that  eminent 
actor,  and  of  convincing  him  ^'  that  bis  gratitude  was  as 
warm  as  any  other  of  his  passions." 

Notwithstanding  his  numerous  engagements,  he  pro- 
duced a  work  in  1758,  which  is  an  extraordinary  instance 
of  literary  industry.  This  was  his  "  Complete  History  of 
England  firom  the  earliest  times  to  the  treaty  of  Aix-la- 
Chapelle,  in  1748,"  publbbed  in  four  quarto  volumes^* 
This  he  is  said  to  have  composed  and  finbhed  for  the  press 

*  Three  only  wert  published  at  this  tins,  sad  the  fourth  was  afterwaidi  sfren 
gratis  to  the  purchaiers  of  the  former. 
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in  the  short  space  of  fourteen  months.  It  was  immediately 
after  reprinted  in  Svo,  in  weekly  numbers,  of  which  an 
impression  of  ten  thousand  was  hooght  up  with  avidity. 

It  would  be  superfluocis  to  dwell  long  on  the  merits  of  a 
work  so  well  known,  and  undoubtedly  entitled  to  high 
praise  as  a  compilation,  but  beyond  this  his  warmest 
admirers  cannot  judiciously  extend  their  encomiums. 
Although  it  may  be  allowed  to  excel  the  histories  «f  Carte 
or  Guthrie,  and  on  account  of  its  brevity  to  be  preferable 
to  Raptn,  and  far  more  to  his  continuator  Tindal,  yet  it  ia 
impossible  to  place  it  on  a  level  with  the  histories  of  Hume^ 
Robertson,  Gibbon,  or  Henry.  In  the  *<  Critical  Re- 
view^ it  was  highly  praised,  as  might  be  expected,,  but 
with  an  affectation  of  candour  and  moderation  which  Smol- 
lett could  not  long  preserve.  In  the  Review  for  Septem- 
ber 1758,  we  have  a  piece  of  querulous  declamation  which 
is  far  more  fully  characteristic  of  the  man  and  of  the 
author.  It  is  here  extracted  as  a  general  specinpen  of  the 
indignation  which  he  felt  against  any  serious  attack,  and  it 
may  serve  to  explain  the  relative  position  in  which  be  stood 
with  his  contemporaries.  The  cause  of  the  following  effu- 
sion was  a  pamphlet  published  by  the  Rev.  T.  Comber,  in 
which  he  ceusures  the  characters  given  by  SmoUett^f  king 
William  and  queen  Mary,  &c. 

SmolleU's  answer  begins  thus : 

**  Tell  me  your  company  and  I  '11  describe  your  man- 
ners, is  a  proverbial  apothegm  among  our  neighbours,  and 
the  maxim  will  generally  bold  good ;  but  we  apprehend 
the  adage  might  be  more  justly  turned  to  this  purpose. 
Name  your  enemies,  and  I  '11  guess  your  character.  If  the 
Complete  History  of  England  were  to  be  judged  in  this 
manne^r,  we  imagine  the  author  would  gladly  submit  to  the 
determination  of  the  public.  Let  us  then  see  who  are  the 
professed  enemies  of  that  production:  the  sage,  the 
patriot,  the  sedate  Dr.  Shebbeare :  the  serene  Griffiths 
and  his  spouse,  proprietors  and  directors  of  the  Monthly 
Review :  the  profound,  the  candid,  the  modest  Dr.  Hill : 
the  wise,  the  learned,  and  the  temperate  Thomas  Comber, 
A-  B.  whose  performance  we  are  aC  present  to  consider. 
This  is  indeed  a  formidable  group  of  adversaries,  eoouffh  to 
daunt  the  heart  of  any  young  adventurer  in  the  world  of 
letters;  but  the  author  of  the  Complete  History  of  Eng- 
land has  been  long  familiar  with  such  seas  of  trouble.  The 
assault,  however,ir  which  he  has  sustained  from  aome  of 

Vol.  XXVIII.  M 
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Aese  heroife  pts  not  alti^dier  anprovobed.    Shebbeafe 

kad  beeo  chastised  in  the  Cruioal  lleview  for  iiis  insident 

and  aediliout  appeals  to  the  public     He  took  it  for  gnuMftd 

that  the  fash  was  exercised  by  the  author  of  the  Complete 

Bistoiy  of  England,  therefore  he  attacked  that  perform^ 

Skoce  tooth  and  nail.     He  declared  that  there  was  neither 

grammar,  meaning,  compositiooy  or  refleotioa,  eitber  in 

the  pl«i»or  the  execution  of  the  work  itself.     Griffiths  was 

engaged  against  the  same  gentleman,  beeanse  he  was  sap* 

posed  to  have  set  up  the  Critical  Review,  in  oppositioo  to 

the  Monthly,  4if  which  he  (Griffiths)  was  proprietor :  ae- 

cordingiy  he  employed  an  obacore  grub,  who  wrote  in  his 

gaoret,  to  bespatter  the   History  of  England     Hill,  for 

theaeten  years,  has  by  turns  pnuwed  and  s^sed  Dr.  Smol* 

lett,  whom  Jie  <Ud  not  kaoiw,  wrthont  being  able  to  vanquish 

that  silent  contempt  in  which  this  gentleman  ever  held 

htm  and  mil  his  productions :  piqaed  at  diis  indifference 

and  diadato,  the  said  Hill  has,  id  a  weekly  paper,  thrown 

out  some  dirty  insinuations  against  the  author  of  the  Comr- 

pkte  History  ef  Engiaad.   We  cannot  rank  the^proprieton 

ofB*-^*-^a^  and  <>ther  histories,  amengthe  personal  ene*- 

mies  of  D#.  SmoHett,  because  they  were  aetaatad  by  the 

dictate  of  self^nterest  to  decry  ius  performance.    This, 

however,  they  have  pursued  in  the  most  sordid,  illiberal, 

and  ridiculous  manner :    they  have  caballed :    they  have 

slaadened  :  they  have  viiifi^ :  they  have  prejodiced,  mis- 

lepresented,  and  used  undue  influence  among  tbetr  cor- 

seapondents  in  dtfierent  parts  of  the  kingdom  :  they  have 

spared  neither  calumny   nor  expeace  to   prsjodioe  the 

author  aud  bis  work :  they  have  had  the  effirontery  to  insi- 

auate  in  a  public  advertisement  that  he  was  no  better  than 

an  inaccurate  plagiary  from  fiapin :  and  they  have  bad  the 

foily  to  declare  that  RapinV  book  was  the  most  valuable 

performance,  just  immediately  after  they  had  taxed  Dr. 

Smolfceu  with  having,  by  a  specious  plan,  anticipated  the 

judgment  of  the  public.      Finally,  finding  all  their  en». 

deavours  bad  proved  abortive,  we  have  reason  to  believe 

they  hired  the  pen  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Comber  of  York, 

A.  B.  to  stigmatize  and  blacken  the  character  of  the  work 

which  has  been  to  them  such  a  source  df  damage  and  vex.* 

ation.     Accordingly  this  their  cbampioQ  has  earned  his 

*  Moft  of  ihe  namef  in  thu  pasnge  are  printed  only  with  the  initiel  aail 
final  leittn,  except  that  of  Rapin  wbic)i  fbllows.     This  R-    ■■  n  may 
lUbeAiim,  whMe  Brst  hittoty  wi^  tbta  is  Ow  pref*. 
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nvrages  with  tvqprisiDg  euei'BeM  and  resolutuMi :  he  has 
dashed  through  thick  and  thin,  without  fear  of  MtfHilM, 
mlbout  dread  of  r^MiUtkni.  Indeed  be  writes  wttii  a 
dagiee  of  ecrimony  tnat  seems  to  be  personal :  perhaps,  if 
the  truth  was  l^nown,  he  would  he  found  one  of  those 
ob0eare  authors,  who  have  occasionally  received  oorrec- 
tien  in  Home  nninber  of  the  Critical  Review,  and  looks  upen 
Df.  Sflsellett  as  the  admiiHstrato^  of  that  eorrection ;  bit 
this  we  only  mention  ais  a  conjecture."-*^— The  eoncludisg 
:pafBgraph  of  this  review  of  Cofnber^s  pamphlet,  is  not  less 
charaeteriatio  of  Smollett's  temper  and  style  wh^n  be 
wished  to  be  thought  above  all  petty  resentments. 

Comber  ^<very  modestly  says  he  hopes  he  has  kept 
srkbiD  the  bounds  of  good  breeding,  and  em|i4oyed  tone 
of  'that  virulence  which  the  Critical  Reviewers  have  evei' 
cised  against  the  most  respectable  characters.  One  can 
hardtgr  refrain  from  hughing  when  he  reads  this  declara- 
tion. Mr.  Comber  may  always  be  assured  that  it  is  not  in 
bis  power  to  excite  ^  indignation  of  the  Critical  Review- 
ers :  there  are  some  objects  too  contemptiblie  lo  exciie 
resentment  We  should  be  glad,  however,  to  know  what 
those  most  vespectaUe  characters  are  tiett  «re  have  toeaied 
with  indeoency.  Those  most  respectable  personisges  aie 
Bra.  Sbebbeare  and  Hill,  Griffiths  and  his  spouse;  a 
gronpe  to  which  the  Rev.  Mr.  Comber  will  make  a  very 
p(%pjer  addition.  We  think  we  mo  this  formidable  hand, 
forgetting  the  distinctions  of  party,  sitting  in  close  divaa, 
animased  with  double  pots,  encouraged  with  double  pay 

by  .the  right  worshipful  dke  proprietors  of  R n,  to  renew 

their  attacks  against  the  Complete  History  of  England. 
Weaball  prophecy,  however,  that  tbe  author  of  that  woi^k 
wiH  never  deign  to  take  any  public  notice  of  what  may  be 
tAvnaced  against  him  by  writers  of  their  class.  He  con- 
iiders  them  as  bttle  inconsiderable  curs  barking  at  tbe 
«woQ.  '  Nevertheless,  in  order  to  whet  their  spleen,  we 
rurill  ioCorm  the  Rev.  Mr.  Comber  that,  notwithstanding  tbe 
Unnoaimon  arts  and  great  expenoe  with  which  his  honest 
ennpleflreni  bja1f«rpafied  *  and  advertised  his  pamphlet,  tbe 
Comfliece  ilMtory  of  England  continues  to  rise  in  the  esti* 
-maiMi  of  tbeipublioy  and  that  above  ten  thousand  nam* 
bees  ^oi  ilie  ssock  ave  weeUy  purchased  by  the  subjects  ef 

«  CoiBber>i  ptaipUet  wm  re?ieirc4  m  tbe  Moalbly  ia  SeptMabtr,  ssA'taaV-. 
lett  oouM  BSt  hare  seen  it  when  he  wrote  cbis. 
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Great  Britain,  besides  those  that  are  sold  in  Ireland  and  the 
plantations.*' 

During  his  confinement  in  the  king's  bench  for  the  libel 
on  admiral  Knowles,  he  amused  himself  in  writing  the 
^  Adventures  of  Sir  Launcelot  Greaves/'  a  sort  of  English 
Quixote.  This  he  gave  in  detached  parts  in  the  **  British 
Magazine,''  one  of  those  periodical  works  in  which  he  was 
induced  to  engage  by  the  consideration  of  a  regular  sup- 
ply. This  novel  was  afterwards  published  in  two  volumes, 
12mo,  but  had  not  the  popularity  of  his  former  works  of 
that  kind,  and  as  a  composition,  whether  in  point  of  fable, 
character,  or  humour,  is  indeed  far  inferior  to  any  of 
them. 

The  success  of  his  ^  History"  encouraged  him  to  write 
a  continuation  of  it  from  1748  to  1764.  The  volume  for 
1765,  his  biographer  seems  not  to  have  known,  was  writ- 
ten by  Guthrie,  during  Smollett's  absence  on  the  Conti- 
nent. By  the  History  and  Continuation  he  is  said  to  have 
cleared  2000/.  He  is  also  supposed  to  have  written  the. 
accounts  of  France,  Italy,  and  Germany,  for  the  Universal 
History,  when  published  in  octavo  volumes.  A  writer  in 
the  Gentleman's  Magazine  states  that  he  received  fifteen 
hundred  guineas  for  preparing  a  new  edition  of  the  same 
history,  but  this  must  be  a  mistake,  as  he  was  dead  some 
years  before  that  edition  was  undertaken. 

When  lord  Bute  was  promoted  to  the  office  of  first 
minister,  Smollett's  pen  was  migaged  to  support  him 
against  the  popular  clamour  excited  by  Wilkes  and  his 
partizans.  With  this  view  our  author  commenced  a  weekly 
paper  called  "  The  Britoti,**  which  was  answered  by 
Wilkes  in  his  more  celebrated  "North  Briton."  Had  this 
been  a  contest  of  argument,  wit,  or  even  mere  personal 
and  political  Vecrimination,  Smollett  would  have  had  little 
to  fear  from  the  talents  of  Wilkes ;  but  the  public  mind, 
•inflamed  by  every  species  of  misrepresentation,  was  on  the 
side  of  Wilkes,  and  the  ^  Briton"  was  discontinued,  wheti 
lord  Bute,  its  supposed  patron,  could  no  longer  keep  his 
•  seat.  Before  this  short  contest,  Smollett  had  lived  on  terms 
'  of  intimacy  with  Wilkes,  who,  having  no  animositiea  tluit 
were  not  absolutely  necessary  to  serve  a  temporary  in* 
terest,  probably  did  not  think  the  worse  of  Smollett  for 
giving  him  an  opportunity  to  triumph  over  the  author  of 
^*.The  Complete  History  of  England,"  Smollett,  however, 
was  not  disposed  to  view  the  matter  with  this  complacency. 
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He  expected  a  reward  for  his  services,  and  was  digap- 
poioted,  and  his  chagrin  on  this  occasion  he  soon  took  an 
opportunity  to  express. 

About  the  years  1763  and  1764,  we  find  his  name  to  a 
translation  of  Voltaire's  Works,  and  to  a  compilation  en- 
titled ^<  The  Present  State  of  all  Nations,"  in  8  vols.  8vo. 
What  be  contributed  besides  his  name  to  either  of  these 
undertakings^  cannot  now  be  ascertained.  The  transla- 
tion of  Voltaire  is  in  all  respects  beneath  his  talents. 

In  the  month  of  Juue,  1763,  he  went  abroad,  partly  on 
apcouut  of  bis.  health,  and  partly  to  relieve  ,his  and  Mrs. 
Smollett's  grief  for  the  loss  of  their  only  child,  an  amiable 
young  lady  who  died  in  her  fifteenth  year.  He  pursued 
bis  jouroey  through  France  and  Italy  about  two  years,  and 
soon  after  his  return  in  1766,  gave  the  public  the  result  of 
his  observations,  in  two  volumes  8vo,  entitled  <^  Travels 
tbroogh  France  and  Italy."  This  work,  although  it  at- 
tained no  high  degree  of  popularity,  was  read  with  sympa- 
thetic interest,  as  exhibiting  a  melancholy  picture  of  the 
authpr's  mind,  ^^  traduced,"  as  he  informs  us,  *^  by  malice, 
persecuted  by  faction,  and  overwhelmed  by  the  sense  of 
domestic  calamity."  On  this  account,  the  natural  and 
artificial  objects  which  make,  travelling  delightful,  had  no 
other  effect  on  him  than  to  excite  his  spleen,  which  he  has 
often  indulgc^l  in  representations  and  opinions  unworthy  of 
bis  uste.  These,  however,  are  not  unmixed  with  observa- 
tions of  another  kind,  acute,  just,  and  useful.  It  is  re- 
inarkable  that  in  a  subsequent  publication,  {**  Hiimphrey 
Cliuker")  he  makes  his  principal  character,  Matthew 
Bramble,  describe  what  he  saw  in  England  in  the  same 
unvaried  language  of  spleen  and  ill  humour. 

Soon  after  his  arrival  from  the  continent,  his  health  still 
decaying,  he  undertook  a  journey  to  Scotland,  and  re- 
newed his  attachment  to  his  relations  and  friends.  During 
this  journey.  Dr.  Moore  informs  us  that  ^^  he  was  greatly 
tormented  with  rheumatic  pains,,  and  afflicted  besides  with 
an  ulcer  on  his  arm,  which  had  been  neglected  on  its  first 
appearance.  These  disorders  confined  him  much  to  his 
chamber,  btit  did  not  prevent  his  conversation  from  being 
highly  entertaining,  when  the  misery  of  which  they  were 
prodttcitive  permitted  him  to  associate  with  his  friends." 
From  Scotland  be  went  tp  Bath,  and  about  the  beginning 
pf  1767  had  recKHrered  bis  health  and  spiriu  in  a  very  con- 
liideilU>le  degree. 
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Hit  MKt  pvod^otioti)  which  appeared  hi  IIBB^  proved 
that  he  had  net  forgotten  the  neglect  with  which  be  wa$ 
treated  by  that  ministry  in  whose  favour  he  wrote  **  The 
Briton.'*  This  was  entitled  the  ^  Adf<entarct  of  an  Atom/' 
Under  flciltioiM  names,  of  Japanese  strBcturO)  he  review* 
llie  conduet  of  the  eminent  politicians  who  had  oonducted 
or  opposed  the  measures  of  government  from  the  year  1754, 
and  retracts  the  opinion  be  had  given  of  some  of  tboM 
statesmen  m  his  history,  particularly  of  the  earl  of  Chat«* 
ham  and  lord  Bute.  His  biograpiier  allows  that  many  of 
the  obftracter*  are  grossly  misrepresented,  for  which  no 
other  reaaon  can  be  a^^slgned  than  his  own  dtsappointoieoCw 
The  whole  pro4reB,  what  baa  often  been  seen  since  his  tiae, 
that  the  measures  which  are  right  and  proper  when  a  reward 
is  in  view,  are  wrong  and  abominable  when  that  reward  is 
withheld. 

The  pubKcation  of  this  work,  while  it  preclaiiaedk  that 
bis  sincerity  as  a  political  writer  was  not  much  lo  be  de- 
pended on,  ailbrded  another  instanee  of  that  imprudence 
which  his  biographer  has  ingeniously  oafried  oi^er  to  the 
account  df  independence.  His  health  again  requtring 
ih^  genial  influences  of  it  milder  climate^  the  expence  of 
which  he  was  unable  to  bear,  his  friends  solicited  the  very 
persons  whom  he  had  just  satirized,  to  obtain  for  him  the 
office  of  consul  at  Nice,  Naples,  or  Leghorn.  Dr.  Moore 
informs  us,  with  more  acrimony  than  truthi  that  *^  these 
applications  were  firuidess.  Dr.  Smollett  bad  never  Sfo* 
nidUd  ministers ;  he  could  not  endure  the  insolence  of 
office,  or  sloop  to  cultivate  the  favour  of  any  person  merely 
en  account  of  his  power,  and  besides,  he  was  m  man  of 
genius." 

He  set  out,  liovrever,  for  Italy  early  in^  1770,  with  a 
debilitated  body,  ^d  a  mind  probably  irritated  by  bis 
recent  disappointment,  but  not  without  much  of  tbe  ease 
which  argues  firmness,  since,  during  this  journey  he  couid 
so  pleasatttly  divertJrrs  sorrows  by  writing  **  The  Expedi« 
tfon  of  Humphrey  Clinker.'*  This  novel,  \X  it  may  be  so 
cMled,  for  it  has  no  regular  fkble,  in  point  of  genuine 
humour,  knowledge  of  life  and  manners,  and  dehneation 
of  character,  is  inferior  on}y  to  his  <'  Roderick  Random'* 
and  •«  Peregrine  Pickle."  It  has  already  been  netfieed 
that  Matth^  Bramble,  the  principal  eharaeter,  dispkys 
the  cynt^al  temper  and  bttmane  feelings  of  the  author  on 
his  tour  on  the  continent ;  and  it  may  now  be  Added  that 
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W  hM  giMo  anodi^r  sketch  of  Umttlf  in  tke  obmncter  of 
8«rie  i»  the  firtt  volume.  This  accoant  of  the  ingcatitude 
of  Pamiceford  to  Smoilett  is  strictly  troe,  and  as  bis  bio«» 
gmpbefs  saevi  unaoqaainled  witktbe  ciroomBtancas^  the 
Ibilomog  oaay  not  be  uoiataresting^  as  related  to  the  wcriter 
ef  this  ankle  by  the  late  intimate  friend  of  Smollett^.  Mr» 
Hamiltoii^  the  pria^er  and  pvoprietor  o£  the  Critioal 
Revieww 

'*  PtaMeTord  was  a  John  C^— 1,  who  was  fed  by  Sasol* 
leuwfeft  he  had  not  bread,  to  eat,  nor  clothes  to  cover 
bin.  He  waa  taken  out  to  India  as  private  secretary  to  a 
celebrated  goremor^general,  and  as  essayist;  and  after 
enly  three  yean  absence^  returned  with  forty  thousand 
pounds.  From  India  he  sent  several  letters  to  Smollett, 
professing  chat  be  was  ooning  over  to  lay  his  fmtune  at  the 
feet  of  his  benefactor.  But  on  his  arrival  he  treated  Smol- 
lett, Hamiiton,  and  ethers  who  had  befriended  him,  with 
the  most  uegrateful  contenspt  The  person  who  taught 
him  the  aft  of  essaying  became  reduced  in  circumstances, 
9md  is  now(179a)y  or  lately  was,  collector  of  the  toll  on 

earta  al  Holbom  bars*     C 1  never  paid  hioi  or  any 

person  ta  whom  he  was  indebted.  He  died,  in  two  or 
three  yeass  after,  at  bis  house  near  Hounslow,  universal^ 
despised.  At  the  request  of  Smollett,  Mr.  Hamilton  em* 
frioyed  him  to  Wfite  in  the  Critical  Beview,  which,  with 
Saioliett's  charity,  was  all  his  support  prevtonsly  to  his  de- 
pertniw  for  India." 

Such  fcindnesa  and  such  ingratitude  ought  not  to  be  con<* 
oeuled,  bet  it  is  less  necessary  to  point  out  the  very  flat- 
tering account  be  baa  given  of  bis  hospitality  and  patron- 
age of  inferior  autbon,  while  be  resided  at  Chelsea.  While 
full  credit  is  given  for  these  virtues,  it  cannot  be  a  dis- 
lespectful  wish  that  he  had  found  another  panegyrist  than 
bimsel£  There  are  few  instances  of  men  of  Dr.  Smol- 
lett's rank  in  the  literary  world  taking  so  many  opportuni- 
ties to  sound  their  own  praises,  and  that  without  any  of  the 
disguises  which  are  employed  by  men  who  wish  te  ac<piire 
a  fectitieus  character.  At  this  time,  perhaps,  be  was 
desirous  of  recovering  the  reputation  which  envy  and 
malice  had  suppressed  or  darkened,  and  might  not  be 
i^tbout  hopes  that,  as  he  was  no#  approeching  the  elose 
of  life,  his  eneasies  would  relent,  and  admit  his  evidence. 

In  the  neighbonrbood  of  Legbom,  he  lingered  through 
the  tuoyner  of  1771,  in  the  loll  pesiession  of  l|is  faculties, 
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tod  died  on  the  ^Ut  of  October,  in  the  ^fity-fifst  yetr  of 
hi&  age.  Dr.  Armstrong,  who  visited  him  at  Leghorn,  ho* 
noured  bis  remains  with  a  Latin  inscription^  elegantly  no* 
ticing  his  genius  and  Tirtaes,  and  seirerely  reflecting  on  the 
<^  times,  in  which  hardly  any  literary  merit,  but  such  aa 
was  in  the  most  false  or  futile  taste,  received  any  encou- 
ragement from  the  mock  Mscenases  of  Britain*'*  In  1774, 
a  column  was  erected  to  his  memory  on  the  banks  of  the 
Leven,  near  the  house  in  which  he  was  born.  The  inscrip- 
tion on  this  was  the  joint  production  of  lord  Karnes,  profes- 
sor George  Stuart,  and  John  Ramsay,  esq.  and  was  revised 
by  Dr.  Johnson.     It  is  elegant,  affecting,  and  modest 

Dr.  Moore*8  opinion  of  his  personal  character  is  thus 
given. 

'^  The  person  of  Smollett  was  stout  and  well-proportioned, 
his  countenance  engaging^  his  manner  reserved,  with  a 
certain  air  of  dignity  that  seemed  to  indicate  that  he  was 
not  unconscious  of  his  own  powers.  He  was  of  a  disposi- 
tion so  humane  and  generous,  that  he  was  ever  ready  to 
serve  the  unfortunate,  and  on  some  occasions  to  assist  them 
beyond  what  his  circumstances  could  justify.  Though  few 
could  penetrate  with  more  acuteness  into  character,  yet 
none  was  more  apt  to  overlook  misconduct  when  attended 
with  misfortune. 

^<  He  lived  in  an  hospitable  manner,  but  he  despised  that 
hospitality  which  is  founded  on  ostentation,  which  enter-  . 
tains  only  those  whose  situation  in  life  flatters  the  vanity  of 
the  entertainer,  or  such  as  can  make  returns  of  the  same 
kind,  that  hospitality  wbfch  keeps  a  debtor  and  creditor 
account  of  dinners.  Smollett  invited  to  his  plain  but  plen- 
tiful table,  the  persons  whose  characters  he  esteemed,  in 
whose  conversation  he  delighted,  and  many  for  no  oilier 
reason  than  because  they  stood  in  need  of  his  countenance 
and  protection. 

<^  As  nothing  was  more  abhorrent  to  his  nature  than  pert- 
ness  or  intrusion,  few  things  could  render  him  more  indig- 
nant than  a  cold  reception  ;  to  this,  however,  he  imagined 
he  had  sometimes  been  exposed  on  his  application  in  favour 
of  others ;  for  himself  he  never  made  an  application  to  any 
great  man  in  his  life. 

<<  Free  from  vanity,  SmoUett  had  a  considerable  share  of 
pride,  and  great  sensibility;  his  passions  were  easily  moiled, 
and  too  impetuous  when  reused ;  he  could  not  conceal  his 
contempt  of  folly,  his  detestation  of  fraud,  nor  refrain  from 
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procUiming  his  indignation  against  every  instance  of  op- 
pression. 

**  Though  Smollett  possessed  a  versatility  of  style  in 
Writing,  which  he-could  accoromodate  to  every  character, 
he  had  no  suppleness  in.  bis  conduct.  His  learning,  dili* 
gence,  and  natural  i^cuteness,  would  have  rendered  htm 
eminent  in  the  science  of  medicine,  bad  he  persevered  in 
that  profession  ;  other  parts  of  his  character  were  ill  suited 
for  augmenting  his  practice.  He  could  neither  stoop  to 
impose  on  credulity,  nor  humour  caprice. 

**  He  was  of  an  intrepid,  independent,  imprudent  dispo- 
sition, equally  incapable  of  deceit  and  adulation,  and  more 
disposed  to  cuhivttie  the  acquaintance  of  those  he  could 
serve,  than  of  those  who  could  serve  him.  What  wonder 
that  a  man  of  his  character  was  not,  what  is  called,  suc- 
cessful in  life  !'* 

How  far  this  character  agrees  with  the  facts  detailed  in 
this  narrative,  and  which  are  principally  taken  from  Dr. 
Moore,  may  be  now  safely  left  to  the  determination  of  the 
reader. 

As  an  author.  Dr.  Smollett  is  universally  allowed  the 
praise  of  original  genius  displayed  with  an  ease  and  variety 
which  are  rarely  found.  Yet  this  character  belongs  chiefly 
to  his  novels.  In  correct  delineation  of  life  and  manners, 
and  in  drawing  characters  of  the  humourous  class,  he  has 
£bw  equals.  But  when  this  praise  is  bestowed,  every  critic 
who  values  what  js  more  important  than  genius  itself,  the 
interest  of  morals  and  decei>cy,  must  surely  stop.  It  cao^ 
be  of  nonse  to  analyze  each  individual  scene,  incident,  or 
character  in  works,  which,  after  all,  must  be  pronounced 
unfit  to  be  read.  But  if  the  morals  of  the  reader  were  in 
no  danger,  his  taste  can  hardly  escape  being  insulted  or 
perverted.  Smollett's  humour  is  of  so  low  a  cast,  and  his 
practical  jokes  so  frequently  end  in  what  is  vulgar,  mean, 
and  filthy,  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  acquire  a  relish  for 
them,  without  injury  done  to  the  chaster  feelings,  and  to 
the  just  respect  due  to  genuine  wit  No  novel-writer  seems 
to  take  more  delight  in  assembling  images  and  incidents 
that  are  gross  and  disgusting ;  nor  has  he  scrupled  to  intro* 
duce,  with  more  than  slight  notice,  those  vices  which  are 
not  fit  even  to  be  named.  If  this  be  a  just  representation 
of  his  most  favourite  novels,  it  is  in  vain  to  oppose  it  by 
pointing  out  passages  which  do  credit  to  his  genius,  and 
more  vain  to  attempt  to  prove  that  virtue  and  taste  are  not . 
directly  injured  by  such  productions. 
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As  A  biitorian^  Smoilatt'i  reputation  bat  certainlj  not 
been  prcfterved.  When  he  published  his  History^  scooa^ 
tbiDg  of  the  kipd  was  waoted^  and  it  was  executed  in  a 
manner  not  unwf  rtby  of  his  talents.  6ufe  the  wjitiog^  of 
Hume^  Robertson,  and  Gibbon  have  introduced  a  taste  for 
a  higher  species  of  historical  composition  ^  and^  if  we  ace 
not  mistaken,  there  has  been  no  complete  edition  of  Smol- 
lett's history  but  that  which  he  published.  Had  be  beeu 
allowed  the  proper  time  for  revision  and  reflection,  it  can* 
not  be  doubted  that  be  might  have  produced  a  work  deserv- 
ing of  nK>re  lasting  fame.  His  history,  even  as  we  have  it, 
when  we  advert  to  the  short  time  he  took  for  its  completiout 
is  a  very  e^Uraordinary  effort,  and  instead  of  blaming  him 
for  occasionally  following  his  authorities  too  servilely,  the 
wonder  ought  to  be  that  be  found  leisure  to  depart  from 
them  so  frequently,  and  to  assign  reasons,  which  are  not 
those  of  a  super6cial  thinker. — ^It  is  impossible^  however, 
to  quit  this  subject  without  adverting  to  the  mode  of  publi- 
cation which  dispersed.the  work  ajDong  a  class  of  persons, 
the  purchasers  of  sixpenny  numbers,  whom  Smollett  too 
euily  took  for  the  learned  and  discerning  part  of  the  pub* 
lie.  This  fallacious  encouragement  afforded  fuel  to  his  ii^ 
jritable  temper,  by  inciting  bim,  not  only  to  the  aru  of 
puffing,  by  which  the  literary  character  is  degrad^sd,  but 
to  th^  vulgar  and  splenetic  recrioaiaaiions,  of  which,  a 
specimen  has  been  given,  and  which  must  have  lowered  hiOi 
yet  more>  in  the  opinion  of  the  eminent  charaalers  of  has 
day. 

Smollett  was  not  successful  in  his  dramatic  atiempta. 
Those  who  judged  from  the  ease  and  vivacity  of  his  pic^ 
tores  of  life  and  manners  in  his  novels,  no  doubt  thottghft 
themselves  justified  in  encouraging  him  in  this  species  of 
composition.  But  all  experience  shews  that  the  taleott 
ueceisary  for  the  prose  epic,  and  those  for  the  regular  dra»> 
mat  ^«'  essentially  different,  and  have  rarely  met  in  one 
man.  Fielding,  a  novelist  greatly  superior,  and  who  after 
the  trials  of  more  than  half  a  century,  may  be  pronounoed 
inimitable^  wasyet  foiled  in  bis  dramatic  attempu,  aktuugh 
be  returned  to  the  charge  with  fresh  courage  and  skill. 

As  a  poet,  although  Smollett's  pieces  are  few,,  they  moat 
be  allowed  to  confer  a  very  high  nmk.  It  is^  indeed, 
greatly  to  be  lamented  that  he  did  not  cultivate  hia  poetical 
taleuu  more  fffequently  and  more  exMmvely.  The  **  Tears 
of  Scotland*' aod  the  <' Ode  to  Imlependence^"  parttcoborly 
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(he  UUmt^  arfe  equal  to  thfe  bigheit  efforts  ii^  ilie  palhetie 
and  sublinie.  In  the  **  Odeto  InilepeodeDce**  tliere  is  evi-< 
dently  tlie  inspiratioii  of  veai  genius,  free  from  eU  arttAcial 
eidy  or  neretf icioos.  oniameeL  It  may  be  questioned  whe« 
tber  there  are  many  compositions  in  our  language  whioo 
BKire  forcibly  charm  by  all  tbe  enchantments  of  taste,  ex- 
pression, and  seotiment.  Some  observations  oa  this,  ode^ 
and  usually  printed  with  it,  are  tbe  production  of  profisisoc 
Richardson*  It  may  be  necessary  to  add,  that  this  ode  waa 
left  in  manuscript  by  Smollett,  and  published  al  Glasgow 
and  London  in  1779.  ^*  Advice  and  Reproof"  have  alrndj 
been  noticed,  and  are  more  remarkable  for  tbetr  saiirical 
aiiii,  than  for  poetical  beauties.  His  songs  and  other  small 
pieces  were  introduced  principally  in  his  novels  and  in  tber 
^  Reprisal.'" 

SMYTH.     See  SMITH. 

SN  APE  (Andrew),  a  learned  divine,  was  tbe  son  of  An- 
drew Snape^  serjeant*farrier  to  Charles  II.  and  author  of 
'^  The  AaatOBfiy  of  a  Horse,"  wbidi  haa  been  several  times, 
printed  in  folio,  with  a  considerable  number  of  coppervi 
plates  and  a  portrait  It  is  said  that  one  or  other  of  tb* 
family  of  Snape  had  been  serjeant-farrier  to  tbe  king  for 
three  centuries.  The  subject  of  this  article  was  born  at 
Hampton-court,  and  admitted  into  Eton  oeilege  in  1683^ 
and  of  King's  college,  Cambridge,  in  168S.  After  tidungf 
his  degrees,  of  B.  A.  in  1 699,  and  M.  A.  in  1697,  he  ol|^in^^ 
•d  a  fellowship,  and  went  to  London,  where  he  was  mucb 
admired  as  a  preacher,  and  was  elected  lecturer  of  St.  Mar* 
dn's-in-the- Fields,  and  afterwards  held  the  rectory  of  St; 
Mary-at-HiiL  He  was  created  D.  Ih  in  1705,  and  sepre^ 
aented  the  university  of  Cambridge^  in  that  facnify,  at  th*- 
Jobilee  at  Francfort  in  1707,  when  tbe  university  of  Fcanc«» 
fart  intending  to  celebrate  tbe  jubilee  of  ita  foundation  by 
ibe  bouse  of  Brandenburgh  in  1507,  sent  a  formal  invito* 
lion  to  Cambridge  to  be  present  at  it,  or  to  depoie  some  of 
tbe  members  to  represent  it.     This  was  accoidingly  cons;-'. 

{lied  witb,  by  sending  over  Dr.  Snape,  for  divini^t  ^•^ 
^enrice  for  law.  Dr.  Plumptre  for  medicine,  and  Willia» 
erigg,  M.  A,  md  John  Wyvill,  M.  A.  as  regent  and  »cnU 
regent  masters.  These  repreaeotatives  were  received  wida 
ibe  greatest  kindness,  the  king  of  Prussia  himself  assisting 

t  Life  pMted  to  bis  vsrkf  by  Dr.  Moors-wJobosMi  sikiqhsbasn*«  Bs^k 
I^U»  1810. 
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at  the  ceremony.  While  Dr.  Snape  was  ia  Germany^  be 
took  an  opportunity  to  pay  bis  duty  to  the  princess  Sophia 
4)f  HanoTer,  and  preached  a  sermon  before  her,  which  he 
afterwards  printed  under  the  title  of  **  The  just  prerogative 
of  Human  Nature." 

-  In  17 17)  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  Bangorian  contro- 
versy,- he  took  a  zealous  part  against  Hoadly,  in  a  *^  Letter 
to  the  bishop  of  Bangor,"  which  was  so  extremely  popular 
as  to  pass  through  seventeen  editions  in  a  y^ar ;  but  Hoad- 
ly's  interest  at  court  prevailed,  and  in  so  extraordinary  a 
degree,  that  in  the  same  year,  1717,  Dr.  Snape,  as  well  as 
Dr.  Sherlock,  were  removed  from  the  oflBce  of  chaplain  to 
his  majesty.  Atterbury,  in  a  letter  to  bishop  Trelawoy,  on 
this  occasion,  says  ;  ^*  These  are  very  extraordinary  steps; 
the  effects  of  wisdom,  no  doubt ;  but  of  so  deep  a  wisdom; 
that  I,  for  my  part,  am  not  able  to  fathom  it." 

In  1713,  he  had  been  installed  a  canon  of  Windsor,  and 
on  Feb.  21,  1719,  was  elected  provost  of  King's  college, 
although  the  court-interest  was  in  favour  of  Df.  Wadding- 
Ion.  In  1723  he  served  the  office  of  vice-chancellor  of  the 
university,  and  gave  every  satisfaction  in  discharging  the 
duties  of  both  offices.  The  revenues  of  the  college  were 
greatly  augmented  in  his  time,  by  the  assbtance  of  some 
fellows  of  the  college,  his  particular  friends.  It  was  said 
that  in  1722  he  drew  up  the  address  to  his  majesty,  George 
II.  upon  the  insfitution  of  Whitehall  preachers,  ^^  an  ad- 
dress," says  Dr.  Zachary  Grey,  "  worthy  of  the  imitation 
of  both  universities  on  all  occasions  of  the  like  kind,  as  it 
was  thought  to  have  nothing  redundant  or  defective  in  it." 
He  was  for  a  short  tioie  rector  of  Knebworth  in  Hertford- 
shire, and  afterwards,  in  1737,  of  West-Ildesley  in  Berk- 
shire. This  last  he  retained  till  his  death,  which  happened 
at  his  lodgings  at  Windsor  castle,  Dec.  30,  1742.  He  was 
buried  at  the  east  end  of  the  south  aile  of  the  choir  of  the 
chapel,  near  his  wife,  who  died  in  1731.  She  was,  when 
be  married  her,  the  opulent  widow  of  sir  Joshua  Sharpe, 
knt.  and  alderman  of  London.  It  remains  yet  to  be  added 
to  his  prefermenu  that  he  was  several  years  head  master  of 
Eton  school.  He  was  a  man  of  great  learning  and  acute- 
oess,  and  of  an  amiable  temper.  His  zeal  for  the  princi- 
ples of  the  church  of  England  was  warm  and  honest,  for  it 
procured  him  many  enemies,  and  probably  obstructed  his 
promotion.  In  1745,  3  vols.  8vo.  of  his  "  Sermons"  Were 
published  by  Drs.  Berriman  and  Chapman.     He  had  him; 
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wlf  be«o  editor  of  Dean  Mosses  Sermons,  and  gave  chat- 
divine  a  obaraecer  which  was  thought  to  resemble  his  own. 
Although  we  seldom  notice  such  matters,  it  may  be  worth 
while  to  add  that  there  was  a  4to  mezzotiuto  print  of  hin^ 
whieb,  after  he  was  out  of  fashion,  the  print-sellers  imposed 
on  the  public  as  the  portrait  of  orator  Henley.' 

SNELL  (Rodolph),  a  Dutch  philosopher^  was  born  at 
Oudewarde  in  1547,  and  in  his  youth  studied  the  learned 
languages  and  medicine  at  various  seminaries,  at  Cologne, 
Heidelberg,  Marpurg,  Pisa,  and  Rome.  He  aftemards 
'taught  mathematics  at  Leyden  for  thirty-four  years,  and 
bad  entered  about  a  year  on  the  .professorship  of  Hebrew, 
when  he  died  in  1613,  aged  sixty-six.  His  works  a/e, 
1.  ^'Commentarius  in  dialecticam  Petri  Ra«ii.^  2.  <^  De 
praxi  logica,"  1595,  4to.  3.  ^^  Ethica  methodo  Ramea 
conscrlpta,'*  1597,  Svo.  4.  ^^  Rameae  philosophic  syntag- 
ma,*^ 1596,  8vo.  5.  ^^  Explicationes  in  arithmeticam  Ra- 
mi," 1596,  8vo.  6.  "  Prelectiones  in  geometriam  Rami,** 
Sro.  7.  ^*  Apollonius  Batavus,  seu  resuscitata  A^llonii 
Pergei  geometria/'  Leyden,  1597,  4to.  8.  Commentariua 
in  rhetoricam  Tal«i,'*  1617,  Svo.  9.  <<  Annotationes  in 
ethicam,  physicam,  sphasram  Comelii  Valerii,"  1596,  8va* 

SNELL  (WiLLEBROD))  son  of  the  preceding,  and  an 
excellent  mathematician,  was  born  at  Leyden  in  1591, 
where  he  succeeded  his  father  in  the  mathematical  chair  in 
1613,  and  where  he  died  in  1626,  at  only  thirty- five  years 
of  age.  He  was  author  of  several  ingenious  works  and  dis- 
coveries, and  was  the  first  who  discovered  the  true  law  of 
the  refraction  of  the  rays  of  light ;  a  discovery  which  ba 
made  before  it  was  announced  by  Des  Cartes^'  as  Huygens 
assures  us.  Though  the  work  which  Snell  prepared  up09 
this  subject,  and  upon  optics  in  general,  uras  never  pub- 
lished, yet  the  discovery  was  very  well  known  to  belong  to 
him,  by  several  authors  about  his  time,  who  had  seen  it  io 
his  manuscripts.  He  undertook  also  to  measure  the  earth. 
This  he  ejected  by  measuring  a  space  between  Alcmaar 
and  Bergen wop-zoom,  the  difference  of  latitude  between 
these  places  being  1*  1 T  30\  He  also  measured  another 
disunce  between  the  parallek  of  Alcmaer  and  Leyden; 
and  from  the  mean  of  both  these  measurements,  he  made 
a  degree  to  consist  of  55021  French  toises  or  fathoms. 


'  Co1e>s  M9  AUieiis  ib  Brit  Mof.— Nicholt's  Bowyrr  and  AUerbary.— H«r* 
vod^j  Aloful  BtoiMotcf .  '  MMPeri.— FoppoXf  Bibl.  Belg. 
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These  mea8Ufes'«Mrre«fterwftrd6  repeated  and  corrected  lijr 
M^raschenbroeky  who  found  the  degree  to  contmin  5708^ 
401966.     He  wa«  author  4)f  a  great  many  learned  iiiatbeiii«F> 
Ileal  wdrks,  the  princtpal  of  wbicfa  are,  1.  ^^  Apollonius 
'Baums;'*  behig  the  tfeatoration  of  some  lost  pieoeii  o€ 
Apollonius,  ooncerning  Determinate  Section,  with  the  Sec- 
tion of  a  Ratio  and  Space,  in  t603,  4to,  pablished  in  his 
seventeenth  year ;  b«t  on.  ilie  bast  authority  this  work  k 
4ittrib<ited  tahis  father.     The  ptssent  might  perhaps  be  k 
aecwd  edition.    2.  '<  Eratosthenes  Batarus,*^  in  1617,  4to  ; 
being  the  woHl  in  which  he  gives  an  account  of  bis  operas* 
tions  in  measoring  the  earth.     3.  A  translation  out  of  the 
Dutch   language,    into   Latin,    of  Ludolph  van   Collen*s 
book  <<  De  Qircule  &  Adscriptis,"  &c.  in  1619,  4to.     4. 
**  Cyclometricus,  De  Circuli  Dimensione,^'  &c.  1621,  4to. 
In  this  work,  the  author  gives  several  ingenious  approxi^ 
-nations  to  the  noeasure  of  the  circle,  both  arithmetical  and 
geoittetrical.     5.  **  Tipbis  Batavus ;''  being  a  treatise  on 
Navigation  and  naval  affairs,  in  16:^4,  4to.     6.  A  postbu* 
MOQs  treatise,  being  four  books'  <<  Doctrine  Triangulonim 
Canonicse,'*'  in   1627,  8vo :    in   which  are  contained   the 
canon  of  secants ;  and  in  which  the  constmction  of  sines, 
tangents^  and  secants,  with  the  dimension  or  calculation  of 
triangles,  both  plane  and  spherical,  are  briefly  and  clearly 
treated.     7.  Hessian  and  Bohemian  Observations ;  with  his 
t>wn  notes.     8.  **  Libra  Astronomica  &  Pbilosophica  ;'*  in 
trhich  he  Mnderts(kes  the  OKamination  of  the  principles  of 
Galileo  concerning  comets.     9.  Ooncerning   the   Comet 
%hich  appeared  in  1618,  &c. ' 

SNOHRO  (Sturlesoki us),  an  lalandic  author,  of  a 
noble  and  ancient  feroily,  was  minister  of  state  te  one  kin^ 
of  Sweden,  and  three  kings  of  Norway.  Being  obliged 
ky  an  insurrection  to  take  refuge  in  Iceland,  of  which  he 
Vi^s  governor,  he  remained  there  till  1241,  when  his  enemy 
Cyssurus  drove  him  from  bis  castle,  and  put  him  to  death. 
He  wrote,  1.  *•  Cbremcum  Regum  Norwegorum,"  an  use- 
ful work  for  the  history  of  that  country.  2.  '^  Edda  Isian- 
dica,^'  which  is  a  history  of  the  Islandic  philosophy.  (See 
Sabmctnd).  This  has  been  translated  by  M.  MaHet,  and 
]Mrcfixed  to  his  history  of  Denmark.  * 

SNYDER8  (FtiAKCis),  a  Flemish  pakiter,  ^as  faomi  lit 
Antwerp   in    1^79,  tad  bred  up   under  bis  countryman 

1  Mortri.^Poppto/libl.  Belf  .-^Halton's  Diet.  s  Dicft.  Hilt 
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Henry  V«fi  fislen.  Hit  geoins  first  displayed  itself  only 
in  painting  fruit.  *  He  aficrwa^  attempted  animals,  hunt^ 
ifig,  fisb,  iic  in  which  kind  of  study  he  succeeded  so 
giwtly,  as  to  surpass  aH  that  went  before  him.  Snyders^s 
inclination  tod  him  to  visit  Italy,  where  be  stayed  som« 
ttme,  and  improved  himself  considerably.  Upon  his  re« 
turn  to  Flanders,  be  fixed  his  abodo  at  Brussels :  he  was 
made  painter  to  Ferdinand  and  Isabella,  archduke  and 
duobess,  and  became  attached  to  the  he«se  of  the  cardinal 
Inftint  <HF  19pain.  The  grand  compositions  of  battles  and 
huntings,  wfaioh  be  executed  for  the  king  of  Spain,  and 
the  arched uke  Leopold  William',  deserve  the  highest  com- 
aopendatioa :  and  besides  bunting^pieees,  he  painted  kit* 
obens,  ^Ac.  and  ga^e  dignity  to  subjects  that  seemed  in- 
capable of  it;  but  his  works,  sir  Joshua  Rejmolds  observes^ 
'^  from  their  subjects,  their  size,  and  we  may  add,  tlieir 
being  so  cemmon,  seem  to  be  better  suited  to  a  ball  or 
awte'^room,  than  any  other  place."  He  died  in  1657. 
Robens  used  to  co-operate  with  this  painter,  and  took  a 
pleasure  in  assisting  him,  when  his  pictures  required  large 
figures.  Snyders  has  engraved  a  book  of  animals  of  six- 
teen leaves,  great  and  small. ' 

SOANEN  (John),  son  of  Matthew  Soanen,  attorney 
So  the  presidial  of  Riom  in  Auvergne,  and  Gilberte  Sir-^ 
naend,  niece  of  the  learned  Jesuit  James  Sirmond,  was 
born  January  6,  1647,  at  Riom,  and  entered  the  •congre>' 
gation  of  the  Oratory  at  Paris,  1661,  where  be  ehdse 
fadier  Qnesnel  for  bis  confessor.  On  qui.tting  that  esta*^ 
bliriiment,  he  taught  ethics  and  rhetoric  in  several  proving 
eial  towns,  and  devoted  himself  afterwards  to  the  pulpit, 
for  which  he  bad  great  talents.  Having  preached  at  Lyenst 
Orleans,  and  Paris,  with  applause,  be  was  invited  to  court, 
pteacbed  there  during  Lent  in  16^6  and  16B9,  and  being 
appointed  bishop  of  Senez  soon  after,  acquired  great  rene"* 
ration  in  his  diocese  by  bis  regular  conduct,  charity  te  the 
poor,  and  abstetfiioos  life.  At  length,  having  appealed 
firom  the  bull  UmgenUui  <o  a  future  coancU,  and  r^sei 
to  listen  to  any  terms  (^  accommodation  on  the  %ub}etit> 
bepuMished  a  <<  Pastomi  4nstructten,"  giving  an  aeeoutMr 
to%i9  diocesans  of  his  tKHiduGt  respecting  the  bull.  Tbti 
^' Insmiotion*'  gave  great  offence,  and  occasioned  Ibe'Ai*: 
leowncitof  Embrun  held  I7fi7,  4n  which  M.  de  Tmh' 

>  Ars«B?US«,  fol.  IIL^Pflkfaigton.w^r  J.  IUynoldi*f  worki.     , 
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cin  procured  it  to  be  coDdemned  as  rashf  scandalous^  &c* 
and  M.  the  bishop  of  Senez  to  be  suspended  from  all 
episcopal  jurisdiction,  and  all  sacerdotal  functions.  After 
this  council  M.  Soanen  was  banished  to  la  Chaise  Dieu^ 
where  he  died,  December  25,  1740,  leaving  ^'  Pastoral 
Instructions/'  **  Mandates,'*  and  "  Letters."  The  "  Let- 
ters" have  been  printed  with  his  Life,  6  vols.  4to.  or  8 
vols.  12mo.;  his '^  Sermons,"  1767,  .2  vols.  12mo. ' 

SOCINUS  (LiELius),  a  man  of  great  learning  and  abili- 
ties, was  the  third  son  of  Marianus  Socinus,  an  eminent 
civilian  at  Bologna,  and  has  by  some  been  reckoned  the 
founder  of  the  Socinian  sect,  as  having  been  in  reality  the 
author  of  all  those  principles  and  opinions,  which  Faustus 
Socinus  afterwards  propagated  with  more  boldness.  He 
%vas  born  at  Sienna  in  1525,  and  designed  by  his  father  for 
the  study  of  the  civil  law.  With  this  he  combined  the 
perusal  of  tlie  scriptures ;  thinking  that  the  foundations  of 
.the  civil  law  must  necessarily  be  laid  in  the  word  of  God, 
^  and  therefore  would  be  deduced  in  the  best  manner  from 
it.  To  qualify  himself  for  this  inquiry,  he  studied  the 
Greek,  Hebrew,  and  Arabic  tongues.  What  light  ^he  de- 
rived from  this  respecting  the  civil  law  is  not  known,  but 
be  is  said  to  have  soon  discovered,  that  the  chiurch  of  Rome 
taught  many  things  plainly  contrary  to  scripture.  About 
1546  he  became  a  member  of  a  secret  society,  consisting 
of  about  forty  persons,  who  held  their  meetings,  at  differ- 
ent times,  in  the  territory  of  Venice,  and  particularly  at 
Vicenza,  in  which  they  deliberated  concerning  a  general 
reformation  of  the  received  systems  of  religion,  and  par- 
ticularly endeavoured  to  establish  the  doctrmes  afterwards 
publicly  adopted  by  the  Socinians ;  but  being  discovered, 
and  some  of  them  punished,  they  dispersed  into  other 
countries;  and  our  Socinus,  in  1547,  began  his  travels, 
and  spent  four  years  in  France,  England,  Uie  Netherlands, 
Germany,  and  Poland ;  and  then  settled  at  Zurich.  He 
contracted  a  familiarity,  and  even  an  intimacy,  with  the 
learned  wherever  he  went ;  and  Calvin,  Melanctbon,  Bul- 
I;ngtr,  Beza,  and  others  of  the  same  class,  were  amongst* 
ibe  number  of  his  friends.  But  having  soon  discovered, 
by  the  doubts  be  proposed  to  them,  that  he  bad  adopted 
aentimenits  the  most  obnoxious  to  these  reformers,  he  be- 
came an  object  of  suspicion ;  and  Calvin,  in  particolar^ 
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wrote  to  him  an  admonitory  letter,  of  which  the  following 
u  a  part:  "  Don't  expect,*'  sayi  he,  "  that  I  should  an- 
f  wer  all  your  preposterous  questions.  If  you  chuse  to  soar 
amidst  such  lofty  speculations,  suffer  me,  an  humble  dis- 
ciple of  Jesus  Christ,  to  meditate  upon  such  things  as  con- 
duce to  my  edification  ;  as  indeed  I  shall  endeavour  by  my 
silence  to  prevent  your  being  troub^lesome  to  me  hereafter, 
in  the  mean  time,  I  cannot  but  lament,  that  you  should 
continue  to  employ  those  excelleikt  talents  with  which  God 
has  blessed  you,  not  only  to  no  purpose,  but  to  a  very  bad 
one.  Let  me  beg  of  you  seriously,  as  I  have  often  done, 
to  correct  in  yourself  this  love  of  inquiry,  which  may  bring 
you  into  trouble."  It  would  appear  that  Sociaus  took  this 
advice  in  part,  as  be  continued  to  live  among  these  ortho- 
dox divines  for  a  considerable  time,  without  molestation. 
He  found  means,  however,  to  communicate  his  notions  to 
such  as  were  disposed  to  receive  them,  and  even  lectured 
to  Italians,  who  wandered  up  and  down  in  Germany  and 
Poland.  He  also  sent  writings  to  his  relations,  who  lived 
at  Sienna.  He  took  a  journey  into  Poland  about  1558; 
and  obtained  from  the  king  some  letters  of  recommenda- 
tion to  the  doge  of  Venice  and  the  duke  of  Florence,  that 
he  might  be  safe  at  Venice,  while  his  affairs  required  his 
residence  there.  He  afterwards  returned  to  Switzerland, 
and  died  at  Zurich  in  1562,  in  his  thirty-seventh  year. 
Being  naturally  timorous  and  irresolute,  he  professed  to  die 
in  the  communion  of  the  reformed  church,  but  certainly 
had  contributed  much  to  the  foundation  of  the  sect  called 
from  his,  or  his  nephew's  name,  for  he  collected  the  ma- 
terials that  Faustus  afterwards  digested  and  employed  with 
such  dexterity  and  success.  He  secretly  and  impercepti^ 
bly  excited  doubts  and  scruples  in  the  minds  of  many, 
concerning  several  doctrines  generally  received  among* 
Christians,  and,  by  several  arguments  against  the  divinity 
of  Christ,  which  he  left  behind  him  in  writing,  he  so  far 
seduced,  even  after  his  death,  the  Arians  in  Poland,  that 
they  eoibraced  the  communion  and  sentiments  of  those  who 
looked  upon  Christ  as  a  mere  man,  created  immediately, 
like  Adam,  by  God  himself.  There  are  few  writiifgs  of 
Laslius  extant,  and  of  those  that  bear  his  name,  some  un* 
doubtedly  belong  to  others.* 

1  Dttpio.*— Gen.  Dict^-^Moshein. 

Vot.  XXVIII.  .  N 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


17&  S  O  C  I  N  U  S. 

SOOINUS  (Faobtos),  nephew  of  the  preceding,  and 
cooBmoniy  esteemed  the  head  of  the  sect  of  Socioians,  was 
bom  at  Sienna  in  1539.  He  is  supposed  to  have  studied 
little  in  his  youth,  and  to  have  acquired  but  a  moderate 
share  of  classical  learning  and  the  civil  law.  He  was 
soarc'ely  twenty  when  his  uncle  died  at  Zurich,  and 
Faustus  immediately  set  out  from  Lyons,  where  be  then 
happened  to  be,  to  take  possession  of  all  his  papers.  Lm- 
lius  had  conceived  great  hopes  of  his  nephew,  imparted  to 
him  the  whole  nf  his  opinions;  and  used  to  say  that  what 
he  had  inculcated  but  faintly  and  obscurely  to  the  world  at 
large,  would  be  divulged  in  a  more  strong  and  perspicuous 
manner  by  Faustus.  But,  although  this  was  ultimately 
the  case,  Faustus  did  not  begin  to  propagate  his  uncled 
principles  immediately  upon  his  return  to  Italy  from 
Zurich  ;  but  suffered  himself  to  be  diverted,  by  large  pro- 
mises of  favour. and  honourable  employments  already  be- 
stowed upon  him,  to  the  court  of  Francis  de  Medicis,  grand 
duke  of  Tuscany.  Here  he  spent  twelve  years,  and  had 
almost  forgot  his  uncle's  doctrines  and  papers,  for  which 
some  have  censured  him  as  taking  upon  him  the  character 
of  a  reformer,  without  due  preparation  of  study  :  while  his 
followers  have  endeavoured  to  display  it  as  an  advantage 
that  he  studied  the  world,  rather  than  scholastic  learning. 

In  1574,  he  left  the  court  of  Florence,  and  went  into 
Germany ;  whence  he  could  never  be  prevailed  with  to 
return,  though  frequently  importuned  by  letters  and  mes- 
sengers from  the  grand  duke  himself  He  si^died  divinity 
at  Basil  for  three  years;  and  now  began  to  propagate  his 
uncle's  principles,  but  with  considerable  alterations  and 
additions  of  his  own.  About  that  time  the  churches  of 
Transylvania  were  disturbed  by  the  doctrine  of  Francis 
I>avid,  concerning  the  honours  and  the  power  of  the  son 
of  God.  Blandrata,  a  man  of  great  authority  in  those 
churches  and  at  court,  sent  for  Socinus  from  Basil,  as  a 
man  very  well  qualified  to  compose  these  differences,  and 
procured  him  to  be  lodged  in  the  same  house  with  Francis 
David,  that  he  might  have  a  better  opportunity  of  drawing 
him  f^om  his  errors.  David,  however,  would  not  be  con* 
rinced,  but  remained  obstinate  and  determined  to  propa- 
gate bis  errors ;  on  which  he  was  cast  into  prison  by  order 
of  the  prince,  where  he  died  soon  after.  This  left  an  im* 
putation  upon  Socinus,  as  if  he  had  been  the  contriver  of 
his  imprisonment,  and  the  occasion  of  hb  death ;  which, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


S  b  C  I  N  U  S.  ,      i7i 

9$^s  Le  Clercy  if  it  be  true  (though  be  endeavoured  to  deny' 
it),  should  moderate  the  indignation  of  bis  followers  against 
Calvin  in  the  cas^  of  Servetus,  for  nothing  can  be  said 
against  that  reformer,  which  will  not  bear  as  hard  upon 
their  own  patriarch. 

In  1579,  Socinus  retired  into  Poland,  and  desired  to  be 
admitted  into  the  communion  of  the  Unitarians,  or  United 
Brethren  ;  but  was  refused,  on  account  of  his  doctrines,  to 
which  they  did  not  assent  Afterwards,  he  wrote  a  book 
against  James  Palaeologus ;  of  which  complaint  was  made 
to  Stephen,  then  king  of  Poland,  as  containing  seditious 
opinions;  yet  this  seems  without  foundation,  for  Socinus 
was  such  a  friend  to  absolute  submission,  that  he  even  con- 
demned with  severity  the  resistance  of  the  people  of  the 
Netherlands  against  the  tyranny  of  Spain.  He  found  it, 
however,  expedient  to  leave  Cracow,  after  he  had  been 
there  four  years ;  and  to  take  sanctuary  in  the  house  of  a 
•Polish  lord,  with  whom  he  lived  some  years ;  and  married 
bis  daughter  with  his  consent  In  this  retreat  he  wrote 
many  books,  which  raised  innumera'ble  enemies  against 
him.  He  lost  his  wife  in  1587,  at  which  he  was  incon- 
solable for  many  months;  and  was,  about  the  same  time, 
deprived,  by  the  death  of  the  duke  of  Tuscany,  of  a,  noble 
pension,  which  had  been  settled  on  him  by  the  generosity 
that  prince.  In  1598,  he  returned  agaiii  to  Cracow,  where 
be  became  so '  obnoxious,  that  the  scholars  of  that  place 
raised  a  mob  of  the  lower  order,  who  broke  into  bis  house, 
dragged  him  into  the  streets,  and  were  with  difficulty  pre- 
vented from  murdering  him.  They  plundered  his  house, 
however,  and  burnt  some  manuscripts  which  he  particu* 
larly  lamented,  and  said  he  would  have  redeemed  at  the 
price  of  his.blood.  To  avoid  these  dangers  for  the  future, 
be  retired  to  the  house  of  a  Polish  gentleman,  at  a  village 
about  nine  miles  distant  from  Cracow;  where  he  spent 
tbe' remainder  of  his  life,  and  died  in  1604,  aged  sixty- 
«ve.  , 

His  sect  did  not  die  with  him ;  but  the  sentiments  of  ttie 
modem  Socinians  are  widely  different  firom  those  of  their 
founder,  who  approached  to  a  degree  of  orthodoxy  no- 
where now  to  be  found  among  them.  To  enter,*however, 
upon  all  the  varieties  of  their  opinions'  would  occupy  a 
much  larger  space  than  is  consistent  with  the  plan  of  this 
work.  Tet  alj  those  varieties,  and  all  the  shapes  and  forms 
oa  which  the  modem  Socinians,  or  Unitarians,  as  they  affec( 
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tp  be  cdledy  rest  their  opinion^  may  be  traced  to  tbe 
main  principle  of  Socinianism,  as  stated  by  Mosbeiro.  Al- 
tboug^y  says  that  writer^  tbe  Sociniaus  profess  to  believe 
that  oar  divine  knowledge  is  derived  scmly  from  the  Holy 
Scriptures ;  yet  they  4nainuia  in  reality,  that  the  sense  of 
tbe  Scripture  is  to  be  investigated  and  explained  by  the 
dictates  of  right  reason,  to  which,  of  consequence,  they 
attribute  a  great  influence  in  determining  the  naiure,  and 
unfolding  tbe  various  doctrines  of  religion.  When  thfir 
writings  are  perused  with  attention,  they  will  be  found  to 
attribute  more  to  reason,  in  this  matter,  than  most  other 
Christian  societies.  For  they  frequently  insinuate  artfully, 
and  sometimes  declare  plainly,  tbat  the  sacred  penmen 
were  guilty  of  many  errors,  from  a  defect  of  memory,  as 
well  as  a  want  of  capacity ;  that  they  expressed  their  sen- 
timents without  perspicuity  or  precision,  and  rendered  the 
plainest  things  obscure  by  their  pompous  and  diffuse  Asia- 
tic style ;  and  that  it  was  therefore  flJ)solutely  necessary  to 
employ  the  lamp  of  human  reason  to  cast  a  light  lipon  their 
doctrine,  and  to  explain  it  in  a  manner  conformable  to 
truth.  It  is  easy  to  see  what  tbey  had  in  view  by  maintain- 
ing propositions  of  this  kind.  They  aimed  at  nothing  less 
than  the  establishment  of  the  following  general  rule,  viz. 
that  the  history  of  the  Jews,  and  also  that  of  Jesus  Christ, 
were  indeed  to  be  derived  from  the  books  of  the  Old  and 
New  Testament,  and  that  it  was  not  lawful  to  entertain 
the  least  doubt  concerning  the  truth^of  this  history,  ^or  tbe 
authenticity  of  these  books  in  general ;  but  that  the  parti* 
cular  doctrines  which  they  contain,  were,  nevertheless,  to 
be  understood  and  explained  in  such  a  manner  as  to  render 
them  consonant  with  the  dictates  of  reason.  According  to 
this  representation  of  things,  it  is  not  the  Holy  Scripture, 
which  declares  clearly  and  expressly  what  we  are  to  believe 
concerning  tbe  nature,  counsels,  and  perfections  of  the 
Deity ;  but  it  is  human  reason,  which  shews  n^  the  systeon 
of  religion  that  we  ought  to  seek  in,  and  deduce  from,  tbe 
divine  oracles.  This  fundamental  principle  of  Sociniaaism, 
continyes  Mosheim,  will  appear  the  more  dangerous  and 
pernii^ous^  when  we  consider  the  sense  in  which  the  word 
reason  was  understood  by  this  sect.  The  pompous  title  of 
right  reason  was  given,  by  the  Socinians,  to  that,  tpeasure 
of  intelligence  and  discernment,  or,  in  other  words,  to 
that  faculty  of  comprehending  and  judging,  which  we 
derive  from  nature.    According  to  this  definition,  the  fun- 
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damental  rule  of  Sociniaoism  necessarily  supposes,  that 
no  doctrine  ought  to  be  acknowledged  as  true  in  it^  nature, 
or  divine  in  its  origin,  all  whose  parts  are  not  level  to  the 
comprehension  of  the  human  understanding;  and  that, 
whatever  the  Holy  Scriptures  teach  concerning  the  perfec* 
tions  of  God,  his  counsels  and  decrees,  and  the  way  of 
salvation,  must  be  modified,  curtailed,  and  filed  down,  io 
such  a  manner,  by  the  transforming  power  of  art  and  ar» 
gumeiu,  as  to  answer  the  extent  of  our  limited  faculties. 
Those  who  adopt  this  singular  rule,  must  at  the  same  time 
grant  that  the  number  of  religions  must  be  nearly  equal  to 
that  of  indif  iduals.  For  as  there  is  a  great  variety  in  the 
talents  and  capacities  of  different  persons,  so  what  will  ap- 
pear difficult  and  abstruse  to  one,  will  seem  evident  and 
clear  to  another;  and  thus  the  more  discerning  and  pene- 
trating will  adopt  as  divine  truth,  what  the  slow  and  snper- 
fictai  wiil  look  upon  as  unintelligible  jargon.  This  conse- 
quence, however,  does  not  at  all  alarm  the  Socinians,  who 
suffer  their  members  to  explain,  in  very  different  ways, 
many  doctrines  of  the  highest  importance,  and  permit 
every  one  to  follow  his  particular  fancy  in  composing  his 
theological  system,  provided  they  acknowledge  in  general, 
the  trutii  and  authenticity  of  the  history  of  Christ,  and 
adhere  to  the  precepts  which  the  gospel  lays  down  for  the 
regulation  of  our  lives  and  actions.' 

SOCRATRS,  the  most  celebrated  of  the  ancient  philo- 
sophers, was  bom  atAiopece,  a  small  village  of  Attica, 
in  the  fourth  year  of  the  seventy-seventh  olympiad,  or 
about  469  years  B.  C.  His  parents  were  far  from  illustrious, 
Sophroniscus  his  father  being  a  statuary  of  no  great  note, 
and  Phasnareta  his  mother  a  midwife ;  who  yet  is  repre- 
sented by  Plato  as  a  #oman  of  a  bold  and  generous  spirit, 
and  Socrates  often  took  occasion  to  mention  both  his  pa- 
rents with  respect.  Sophroniscus  brought  him  up  to  his 
own  trade,  which,  on  his  father's  death,  he  was  obliged 
to  continue  for  subsistence,  and  was  not  unsuccessful.  He 
is  said  to  have  made  statues  of  the  habited  graces,  which 
were  allowed  a  place  in  the  citadel  of  Athens.  But,  as 
he  was  naturally  averse  to  this  profession,  he  only  followed 
it  while  necessity  compelled  him ;  and  employed  his  lei- 
sure hours  in  the  study  of  philosophy  ;  and  this  being  ob- 
served by  Crito,  a  rich  philosopher  of  Athens,  he  took  him 
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under  bis  patronage,  and  entrusted  bim  with  the  instruc- 
tion.of  his  children ;  and  having  now  opportunities  of  hear- 
ing the  lectures  of  the  most  eminent  philosophers,  Socrates 
entirely  relinquished  the  business  of  a  ptatuary. 

His  first  masters  were  Anazagoras,  and  Archelaus:  bj 
which  last  he  was  much  beloved,  and  travelled  with  him  to 
Samosi,  to  Pytho,  and  to  the  Isthmus.  He  was  scholar 
likewise  of  Damo,  whom  Plato  calls  a  most  pleasing 
teacher  of  music,  and  of  all  other  things  that  he  himself 
would  teach  to  young  n^eo.  He  heard  also  Prodicus  the 
sophist,  to  whom  must  be  added  Diotima  and  Aspasia,  wo- 
men of  great  renown  for  learning.  By  listening  to  all  thesct^ 
be  became  miaster  of  every  kind  of  knowledge  which  the 
age  in  which  he  lived  could  afford.  With  these  uncommon 
endowmenu  Socrates  appeared  in  Athens^  under  the  cha- 
racter of  a  good  citizeu,  and  a  true  philosopher.  Being 
called  upon  by  his  country  to  take  arms  in  the  long  and 
severe  struggle  between  Athens  and  Sparta,  he  signalized 
himself  at  the  siege  of  PotidsBa,  both  by  bis  valour,  and 
by  the  hardiness  with  which  be  endured  fatigue.  Duiing 
the  severity  of  a  Tbracian  winter,  whilst  others  were  clad 
in  furs,  he  wore  only  his  usual  clothing,  and  walked  bare- 
foot upon  the  ice.  In  an  engagement  in  which  he  saw 
Alcibiades  (a  young  man  of  noble  rank  whom  he  accom- 
panied during  this  expedition)  falling  down  wounded,  be 
advanced  to  defend  him,  and  saved  both  him  and  his  arms ; 
and  though  the  prize  of  valour  was,  op  this  occasion,  un- 
questionably due  to  Socrates,  he  generously  gave  his  vote 
that  it  might  b^  bestowed  upon  Alcibiades,  to  encourage 
his  rising  merit.  Several  years  afterwards,  Socrates  vo- 
luntarily entered  upon  a  military  expedition  against  the 
Boeotians,  during  which,  in  an  unsuccessful  engagement 
at  Delium,  he  retired  with  great  coolness  /rom  the  field  ; 
when,  observing  Xenophon  lying  wounded  upon  the  ground, 
he  took  bim  upon  bis  shoulders,  and  bore  him  out  of  the 
reach  of  the  enemy.  Soon  afterwards  be  went  out  a  third 
time  in  a  military  capacity,  in  the  expedition  for  the  pur- 
pose of  reducing  A«ipbipolis;  but  this  proving  unsuccess-f. 
fill,  he  returned  to  Athens,  and  remained  ^erQ  till  his 
death* 

It  was  not  till  Socrates  was  upwards  of  sixty  years  of  age 
that  he  undertook  to  serve  his  country  in  .any  civil  office. 
At  that  age  he  was  chosen  to  represent  his  own  district,  in 
the  senate  of  five  hundred.    In  this  office,  though  he  at 
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first  exposed  bimself  to  some  degree  of  ridicule  from  want 
of  experience  in  the  forms  of  business,  be  soon  convinced 
his  colleagues  that  be  was  superior  to  tbem  all  in  wisdom 
and  integrity.  Whilst  tbey,  intimidased  by  the  clamoors 
of  the  populace,  passed  an  unjust  sentence  of  condemna- 
tion upon  the  commanders,  who,  after  the  engagement  at 
the  Arginusian  islands,  bad  been  prevented  by  a  storm  from 
paying  funeral  honours  to  the  dead,  Socrates  stood  forth 
aingly  in  their  defence,  and,  to  the  last,  refused  to  give 
his  suffrage  against  tbem,  declarmg  that  no  force  should 
cooipel  him  to  act  contrary  to  justice  and  the  laws.  Under 
the  subsequent  tyranny  he  never  ceased  to  condemn  the 
oppressive  and  cruel  proceedings  of  the  thirty  tyrants; 
and  when  his  boldness  provoked  their  resentment,  he  still 
continued  to  support,  with  undaunted  firmness,  the  rights 
of  his  fellow-citizens.  The  tyrants,  probably  that  they 
might  create  some  new  ground  of  complaint  against  So- 
crates, sent  an  order  to  him,  with  several  other  persons,  to 
apprehend  a  wealthy  citizen  of  Salamis :  the  rest  executed 
the  commission ;  but  Soci^tes  refused,  ssying,  that  he 
would  rather  himself  suffer  death  than  be  instrumental  in 
inflicting  it  unjustly  upon  another.  But  whatever  character 
he  thus  established  as  a  good  citizen,  it  is  as  a  philosopher 
and  moral  teacher  that  he  is  chiefly  renowned,  and  that  by 
the  concurring  evidence  of  all  autiqotty. 

That  Socrates  had  himself  a  proper  school,  which  has 
been  denied,  may  perhaps  be  proved  from  Aristophanes, 
who  derides  some  particulars  in  it,  and  calls  it  his  **  phron- 
tisterium."  Plato  tnentions  the  Academy,  Lyceum,  and 
a  pleasant  meadow  without  the  city  on  the  side  of  the  river 
llissus,  as  phtces  frequented  by  him  and  his  auditors. 
Xenophon  affirms  that  he  was  continually  abroad ;  that  in 
the  morning  he  visited  the  places  of  public  walking  and 
exercise;  when  it  was  full,  the  Forum;  nud  that  the  rest 
of  the  day  he  sought  out  the  most  T>opulous  meetings, 
where  he  disputed  openly  for  every  one  to  hear  that  would ; 
and  Plutarch  relates,  that  he  did  not  only  teach,  when  th^ 
benches  were  prepared,  and  himself  in  the  chair,  or  in 
stated  hours  of  reading  and  discourse,  or  at  appointments 
in  walking  with  his  friends;  but  even  when  he  played,  or 
eat,  or  drank,  or  was  in  the  can^p  or  market,  or  finally 
when  he  was  in  prison ;  making  every  place  a  scbbol  of 
instruction. 

The  method  of  teaching  which  Socrates  chiefly  made  use 
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ofy  WIS)  to  propose  a  series  of  questions  to  the  person  with 
whom  be  conversed,  in  order  to  lead  him  to  tome  unfore- 
seen conclusion*  He  first  gained  the  consent  of  his  re« 
spondent  to  some  obvious  truths,  and  tlien  obliged  him  to 
admit  others,  from  their  relation,  or  resemblance,  to  those 
to  which  they  had  already  assented.  Without  making  use 
of  any  direct  argument  or  persuasion,  he  chose  to  lead  the 
person  he  meant  to  instruct,  to  deduce  the  truths  of  which 
be  wished  to  convince  him,  as  a  necessary  consequence 
from  his  own  concessions,  and  commonly  conducted  these 
conferences  with  such  address,  as  to  conceal  his  design  till 
the  respondent  had  advanced  too  far  to  recede.  On  some 
occasions,  he  made  use  of  ironical  language,  that  vain  men 
tnight  be  caught  in  their  own  replies,  and  be  obliged  to 
confess  their  ignorance.  He  never  assmned  the  air  of  a 
morose  and  rigid  preceptor,  but  communicated  useful  in- 
struction with  all  the  ease  and  pleasantry  of  polite  coq«> 
versation. 

Xenophon  represents  him  as  excelling  in  all  kinds  of 
learning.  He  instances  only  in  arithmetic,  gebmetry,  and 
astrology,  but  Plato  mentions  natural  philosophy;  Idome- 
neus,  rhetoric;  and  Laertius,  medicine.  Cicero  affirms, 
that  by  the  testimony  of  all  the  learned,  and  the  judgment 
of  all  Greece,  he  was,  in  respect  to  wisdom,  acuteness, 
politeness,  and  subtilty,.  in  eloquence,  variety,  and  ricb^ 
ness,  and  in  whatever  be  applied  himself  to,  beyond  com- 
parison the  first  man  of  his  age.  As  to  his  philosophy,  it 
may  be  necessary  to  observe,  that  having  searched  into  all 
kinds  of  science,  he  first  discovered  that  it  was  wrong  to 
neglect  those  things  which  concern  human  life,  for  the 
sake  of  inquiring  into  those  things  which  do  not ;  secondly, 
that  the  things  men  have  usua41y  made  the  objects  of  their 
inquiries,  are  above  the  reach  of  human  understanding,  and 
the  source  of  all  the  dbputes,  errors,  and  superstitions^ 
which  have  prevailed  in  the  world  ;  and,  thirdly,  that  such 
divine- mysteries  cannot  be  made  subservient  to  the  uses  of 
human  life.  Thus,  esteeming  speculative  knowledge  so  far 
only  as  it  conduces  to  prac*tice,  be  decried  in  all  the  sciences 
what  he  conceived  to  be  useless,  and  exchanged  specula- 
tion for  action,  and  theory  for  practice :  and  thus,  says 
^cero,  **  first  called  philosophy  down  from  heaven,  and 
f(om  things  involved  by  nature  in  impenetrable  secrecy^ 
which  yet  had  employed  all  the  philosophers  till  his  time, 
and  brought  her  to  common  lif^^  to  inquire  after  yirtue 
and  vice,  good  and  evil." 
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Tbftt  Socrates  bad  an  attendant  spirit,  genius,  or  dsemon, 
which  gaarded  bim  from  dangers,  is  asserted  by  Plato  and 
Anti^tbeoes,  wbo  were  bis  contethporaries,  and  repeated 
by  innum<irable  authors  of  antiquity ;  but  what  this  attend- 
ant simity  geniQs,  or  detmou  was,  or  what  we  are  Co  un- 
derstand by  it,  neither  antient  nor  modem  writers  have  in 
general  been  able  to  determine.  There  is  some  disagree- 
ment concerning  the  name,  and  more  concerning  the  na- 
ture of  it :  only  it  is  by  most  writers  agreed,  that  the  ^- 
vice  it  gave  him  was  always  dissuasive ;  *^  never  impellrng/* 
tays  Cicero,  "  but  often  restraining  him.'*  It  is  commonly 
named  his  daemon,  by  which  title  he  himself  is  supposed 
to  have  owned  it.  Plato  sometimes  calls  it  hb  guardian, 
and  Apuleius  his  god  ;  because  the  name  of  dq^mon,  as  St 
Austin  tells  us,  at  last  grew  odious.  As  for  the  sign  or 
manner,  in  which  this  daemon  or  genius  foretold,  and  by 
foretelling,  guarded  him  against  evils  to  come,  nothing 
ceruin  can  be  collected  about  it.  Plutarch,  who  rejects 
some  popular  absurdhies  upon  the  subject,  conjectures, 
first,  that  it  migbt  be  an  apparition  ;  but  at  last  concludes, 
that  it  was  his  observation  of  some  inarticulate  unaccus- 
tomed sound  or  voice,  conveyed  to  htm  in  an  extraordinary  ' 
way,  as  happens  in  dreams.  Others  confine  this  foreknow- 
ledge of  evils  within  the  soul  of  Socrates  himself;  and 
when  he  said  that  ^*  his  genius  advised  him,"  think  that  he 
only  meant  that  **  his  mind  foreboded  and  so  inclined  him.'* 
But  this  is  inconsistent  with  the  description  which  Socrates 
himself  g^ves  of  a  voice  and  signs  from  without.  Lastly, 
some  conceive  it  to  be  one  of  those  spirits  that  have  a  par- 
ticular care  of  men ;  which  Maximus  Tyrius  and  Apuleius 
describe  in  such  a  manner,  that  they  want  only  the  name 
of  a  good  angel ;  and  this  Lacrantius  has  supplied ;  for, 
after  proving  that  God  spnds  angels  to  guard  mankind,  he 
adds,  *^  and  Socrates  affirmed  that  there  was  a  diemon  con- 
stantly near  him,  which  had  kept  him  company  from  a 
child,  and  by  whose  beck  and  instruction  he  guided  his 
life.*'  Such  are  the  varieties  of  opinion  entertained  upon 
this  singular  subject,  which,  however,  have  arisen  chiefly 
out  of  the  prevalence  of  Platonic  ideas,  and  the  desire  of 
exalting  Socrates  beyond  all  reason.  The  account  given 
by  Xenophon,  the  strictest  and  truest  Socratic,  and  con- 
firmed by  some  passages  in  Pluurch*s  treatise  '^  De  Genio 
Sbcratis,'*  is  perhaps  clear  and  reasonable.  It  is  plainly 
tbis,  that,  beliertng  in  the  gods  of  his  country,  and  the 
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divinations  commonly  4n  use,  Socrates,  when  be  took  an 
omen,  said  that  be  proceeded  by  divinejntimation.  This 
he  did  out  of  piety,  thinking  it  more  respectful  to  the 
gods  to  refer  the  suggestion  to  them,  than  to  theToiceor 
other  intermediate  sign  by  which  they  conveyed  it.  His 
phrase  on  this  occasion  was,  to  iduftivtov  ainS  tntfuuvuv,  which 
being  in  some  degree  ambiguous,  as  ^dufi^  might  mean 
either  the  divine  power  abstractedly,  or  some  particular 
deity,  his  enemies  took  advantage  of  it  to  accuse  him  of 
introducing  new  deities ;  and  his  friends  to  indulge  the 
vanity  of  boasting  that  he  had  an  attendant  dsemonl  This 
account  may  be  seen  at  full  length,  supported  by  many 
arguments  and  proofs  from  the  original  authors,  in  a  litde 
tract  on  this  subject,  published  in  1782*. 

In  the'  days  of  this  philosopher,  the  Sophists  were 
the  great  and  leading  men  ;  the  masters  of  languages,  as 
Cicero  calls  them^  who  arrogantly  pretended  to  teach 
every  thing,  and  persuaded  the  youth  to  resort  only  to 
them.  With  these  Socrates  carried  on  perpetual  warfare : 
be  attacked  them  constantly  with  his  usual  interrogatories; 
and,  by  his  skill  and  subtilty  in  disputation,  exposed  their 
sophistry,  and  refuted  their  principles.  He  took  all  op- 
portunities of  proving  that  they  had  gained  a  mucti  greater 
|>ortion  of  esteem  than  they  had  a  right  to  claim  ;  that  they 
were  only  vain'  afiecters  of  words  ;  that  they  had  no  know*- 
ledge  of  the  things  they  professed  to  teach  ;  and  that,  in- 
stead of  taking  money  of  others  for  teaching,  they  should 
themselves  give  money  to  be  taught.  The  Athenians  were 
pleased  to  see*the  Sophists  thus  checked  ;  were  brought  at 
length  to  deride  them ;  and,  at  the  instigation  of  Socrates, 
withdrew  their  children  from  them,  and  excited  them  to 
the  study  of  solid  virtue  under  better  masters. 

*  The  able  writer  of  tbU  tract,  Mr.  by  a  passage  in  Plutarch's  Essaj  on 

archdeacon   Nares,  remarks  thai  So-  the  Daemon  of  Socrates :  **  How  am  I 

crates  beliered  in  the  gods  of  his  coun-  guilty  of  introduciog  tkew  deities,  wbeb 

try,  and  was  not  free  from  the  super-  f  say  that  the  voice  of  the  li^miiy  gifas 

stition    connected    with    that    belief:  me  notice  what  I  shall  do ?     All  men, 

whence  it  may  be  inferred,  that,  in  the  as  well  as  myself,  are  of  opinion  that 

cxpressious  U9ually  understood  to  re-  the  dfity  foresees  the  future,  and  sig- 

fer  to  his  dasmon,  he  alludes  only  to  nifies  it  to  whom  he  pleases  :  but  the 

some  species  of  divination,   perfectly  difference  bftweeii   us   is  this ;    they 

analogous  to  the  omens  of  his  age  and  name  the  omens  as  the  foreteUeri'  of 

country.     He  called  tlie  sign,  what-  what  is  to  come ;  I  call  the  same' tbiDg 

ever  it  was,  by  m«'ans  of  which  he  sup-  the  di? inity,  and  herein  speak  mora 

posed  intimations  to  l>e  communicated  truly  and  respectfully  than  they  whb 

to  him,  a  dssmon  or  dtrinity.    This  attribute  to  birds  tfae  power  which  b«- 

explaoation  of  the  matter  is  favoured  loogs  to  the  gods." 
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The  altercations  that  Socrates  bad  with  tbe  Sopbisto 
iberefore  gained  him  respect,  and  made  him  popular  with 
the  Athenians  ;  but  be  bad  a  private  quarrel  with  one  Any- 
tusy  wbicbj  after  many  years  continuance,  wa9  the  occasion 
of  bis  death.  Any  tus  was  9jn  orator  by  profession^  a  sordid 
and  avaricious  man,  who  was  privately  u^aintained  and  en- 
riched by  leather-sellers.  He  bad  placed  two  of  bis  sons 
under  Socrates,  to  be  uught ;  but,  because  they  bad  not 
acquired  such  knowledge  from  him  as  to  enable  them  to 
get  their  living  by  pleading,  be  topk  them  away,  and  put 
them  to  the  trade  of  leather-selling.  Socrates,  displaaaed 
with  this  illiberal  treatment  qf  the  young  men^  whote  ruin 
be  presaged  at  the  same  time,  reproached^  and  exposed 
Anytus  in  bis  discourses  to  bis  scholars.  Anytu^,  hurt  by 
this,  studied  all  means  of  revenge ;  but  fjeared  tbe  Atbe-t 
nians,  who  highly  reverenced  Socrates,  as  well  on  accouafc 
of  his  great  wisdom  and  virtue,  as  for  the  particular  oppo- 
sition which  be  bad  made  to  those  vain  babblers  the  So- 
phists. He  therefore  advised  with  Melitus,  a  young  orator; 
from  whose  counsel  he  began,  by  making  trial  in  smidlcr 
things,  to  sound  how  the  Athenians  would  entertain  a  charge 
against  his  life.  He  subornedHbe  comic  poet  Aristophanes, 
to  ridicule  him  and  bis  doctrines  in  his  celebrated  comedy 
called  **  The  Clouds."  Socrates,  who  seldom  went  to  the 
theatre,  except  when  Euripides,  whom  be  admired,  coo« 
tested  with  any  new  tragedian,  was  present  at  the  actings 
of  ^'  The  Clouds;"  and  stood  up  all  the  while  in  tbe  most 
conspicuous  part  of  the  theatre.  One  that  was  present 
asked  him.  if  be  was  not  vexed  at  seeing  himself  brought 
upon  the  stage  ?  ^^  Not  at  all,"  answered  be :  *^  I  am  only 
a  host  at  a  public  festival^  where  I  provide  a  large  com- 
pany with  entertainment" 

Many  years,  having  parsed  from  the  first  disagreement 
between  Socrates  and  Anytus^  at  length  Anytus,  observ- 
ing a  fit  conjuncture,  procured  Melitus  to  prefer  a  bill 
against  him  to  the  senate  in  these  terms :  *^  Melitus,  son 
of  Melitus,  a  Pytbean,  accuses  Socrates,  son  of  So- 
phroniscus,  an  Atopecian.  Socrates  violates  tbe  law, 
not  believing  tbe  deities  which  this  city  believes,  but 
introducing  other  new  gods.  He  violates  the  law  like-" 
wise  in  corrupting  youth  :  the  punishment  death."  This 
bill  b^ing  preferred  upon  oath,  Crito  became  bound  to  the. 
judges  for  his  appearance  at  the  day  of  tri$il ;  till  which 
SoQirates   employed  himself   in    bis   usual   philosopbicaL 
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exerctMf,  taking  no  care  to  provide  any  defence.  On  the 
day  appointed,  Anytus,  Lyco,  and  Melitus,  accused  him, 
and  Socrates  made  his  own  defence,  without  procuring  an 
advocate,  as  the  custom  was,  to  plead  for  him.  He  did  not 
defend  bioMelf  with  the  tone  and  language  of  a  suppliant 
or  gtiiity  person,  but  with  the  freedom,  firmness,  and  spi- 
rit, of  conscious  innocence  and  superior  merit.  Many  of 
bis  friends  spoke  also  in  his  behalf;  and,  lastly,  Plato, 
then  a  young  man,  endeavoured  to  plead,  but  while  at* 
'  tempting  to  apologize  for  his  youth,  was  ordered  by  tbfs 
Govrt  to  sit  down.  The  court  then  proceeding  to  vote, 
tbey  found  Socrates  guilty  by  two  hundred  i^nd  eigbty-one 
voices.  It  was  the  custom  of  Athens,  as  Cicero  informs 
US,  when  any  one  was  cast,  if  the  fault  were  not  capital, 
to  impose  a  pecuniary  mulct,  and  the  guilty  person  was 
asked  the  highest  rate  at  which  he  estimated  his  offence. 
This  was  proposed  to  Socrates,  who  told  the  judges,  that 
to  pay  a  penalty  was  to  own  an  offence ;  and  that,  instead 
of  being  condemned  for  what  he  stood  accused,  he  deserved 
to  be  nM&tntained  at  the  public  charge  out  of  the  Pryta- 
nsBum.  This  being  the  greatest  honour  the  Athenians 
could  confer,  the  answer  so  exasperated  the  judges,  that 
tbey  condemned  him  to  death  by  eighty  votes  more. 

The  sentence  being  passed,  be  was  sent  to  prison ; 
which,  says  Seneca,  he  entered  with  the  same  resolution 
and  firmness  with  which  he  had  opposed  the  thirty  tyrants; 
and  took  away  all  ignominy  from  the  place,  which,  adds 
Seneca,  could  not  be  a  prison  while  he  was  there.  On  the 
day  of  condemnation,  it  happened  that  the  ship,  which  was 
employed  to  carry  a  customary  annual  offering  to  the  island 
of  Delos,  set  saiL  It  was  contirary  to  the  law  of  Athens, 
that,  during  this  voyage,  any  capiul  punishment  should 
be  inflicted  within  the  city.  This  circumstance  delayed 
the  execution  of  the  sentence  against  Socrates  for  thirty 
days,  during  which  he  was  constantly  visited  by  Crito, 
Plato,  and  other  friends,  with  whom  he  passed  the  time  in 
his  usual  manner.  He  was  often  solicited  by  them  to  es- 
cape, which  he  not  only  refused  but  derided;  asking,  **  if 
tbey  knew  any  place  out  of  Attica,  whither  death  would 
not  come.^*  The  manner  of  his  death  is  related  by  Plato, 
who  was  an  eye-witness  of  it;  and,  as  there  is  not,  perhaps, 
a  more  affecting  picture  to  be  found  in  antiquity,  we  will 
exhibit  it  here  in  his  own  words.  Socrates,  the  day  be  was 
to  die,  bad  been  discoursing  tt>  his  friends  upon  the  immor^ 
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tality  of  the  soul :  and,  ^*  liiien  be  bad  madie  an  end  of 
speaking,  Crito  asked  bim,    if  he  bad  any  directions  to 
"^give  concerning  bis  sons,  or  other  things,  in  wbidi  they 
could  serve  him  ?  '  I  desire  no  more  of  you,*  said  Socrates, 
<  than  what  I  have  always  told  you :  if  you  take  care  of 
yourselves,  whatsoever  you  do  will  be  acceptable  to  me  aAd 
mine,  though  you  promise  nothing  ;  if  you  neglect  your- 
selves and  virtue,  you  can  do  nothing  acceptably  to  us, 
though  you  promise  ever  so  much*'      *  That,'   answered 
Crito,  *  we  wilt  observe ;  but  how  will  you  be  buried  }'* 
*  As  you  think  good,'  says  he,  *  if  you  can  catch  me,  and 
I  do  not  give  you  the  slip.'     Then,  with  a  smil^,  applying 
himself  to  us,  '  I  cannot  persuade  Cirito,'  says  he,  *  that  I 
am  that  Socrates  who  was  haranguing  just  now,  or  anything 
more  than  the  carcass  you  will  presently  behold  ;  and  there- 
fore he  is  taking  all  this  care  of  my  interment.     It  seems, 
that  what  I  just  now  explained  in  a  long  discourse  has  made 
no  impression  at  all  upon  him ;  namely,  that  as  soon  as  I 
shall  have  drunk  the  poison,  I  shall  not  remain  longer  with 
you,  but  depart  immediately  to  the  seats  of  the  blessed. 
These  things,  with  which  I  have  been  endeavouring  to  com* 
fort  you  and  myself,  have  been  said  (o  no  purpose.     As, 
therefore,  Crito  was  bound  to  the  judges  for  my  appear* 
ance,  so  you  must  now  be  bound  to  Crito  for  my  depar- 
ture ;  and  when  he  sees  my  body  burnt  or  buried,  let  him 
not  say^  that  Socrates  suffers  any  thing,  or  is  any  way  con^ 
cerned :  for  know,  dear  Crito,  such  a  mistake  were  a  wrong 
to  my  soul.     I  tell  you,  that  my  body  is  only  buried ;  and 
let  that  be  done  as  you  shall  think  fit,  or  as  shall  be  most 
agreeable  to  the  laws  and  customs  of  the  country.'     This 
said,  he  arose  and  retired  to  an  inner  room ;  taking  Crito 
with  him,  and  leaving  us,  who,  like  orphans,  were  to .  be 
deprived  of  so  dear  a  father,  to  discourse  upon  our  own 
misery.     After  bis  bathing,  came  his  wife,  and  the  other 
women  (^  the  family,  with  his  sons,  two  of  them  children, 
one  of  them  a  youth ;  and,  when  he  had  given  proper  di* 
rections  about  his  domestic  affairs,  he  dismissed  them,  and 
came  out  to  us.     It  was  noW  near  sun-set,  for  he  had  staid 
long  within ;  when  coming  out  he  sat  down,  and  did  not 
speak  much  after.   Then  entered  an  officer,  and  approach^ 
iag  him,  said,    *  Socrates,  I  am  persuaded,    that  I  shaH 
have  no  reason  to  blame  you,  for  what  I  have  been  accus« 
tomed  to  blame  in  others,  who  have  been  angry  at  me,  and 
loaded  me  with  curses,  for  only  doing  ivhat  the  magistrate 
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commatKli)  when  I  bat^  pre»ented  the  poison  to  them. 
Btit  I  know  you  to  be  the  most  generous,  the  most  mild, 
the  best  of  all  men,  that  ever  entered  this  place;  and  am 
certain,  that,  if  you  entertain  any  resentment  upon  this  oc- 
casion, it  will  not  be  at  me,  but  at  the  real  authors  of  your 
misfortune.  You  know  the  message  I  bring;  farewell: 
and  endeavour  to  bear  with  patience  what  must  be  borne/ 

*  And,'  said  Socrates  to  the  officer,  who  went  out  weeping, 
^hte  thee  well :  I  will.  How  civil  is  this  man !  I  have  found 
him  the  same  all  the  time  of  my  imprisonment :  he  would 
often  visit  me,  sometimes  discourse  with  me,  always  used 
me  kindly ;  and  now  see,  how  generously  be  weeps  for  me. 
But  come,  Crito ;  let  us  do  as  he  bids  us :  if  the  poison  be 
ready,  let  it  be  brought  in  ;  if  not,  let  somebody  prepare 
it/  ^  The  sun  is  yet  among  the  mountains,  and  not  set,* 
says  Crito  :  *  I  myself  have  seen  others  drink  it  later,  who 
have  even  eat  and  drunk  freely  with  their  friends  after  the 
sign  has  been  given  :  be  not  in  haste,  there  is  time  enough.* 
•Why,  yes,*  says  Socrates,  'they  who  do  so  think  they 
gain  something ;  but  what  shall  I  gain  by  drinking  it  late  ? 
Nothing,  but  to  be  laughed  at,  for  appearing  too  desirous 
of  life  :  pray,  let  it  be  as. I  say.'  Then  Crito  sent  one 
of  the  attendants,  who  immediately  returned,  and  with  him 
the  man,  who  was  to  administer  the  poison,  bringing  a  cup 
in  his  hand:  to  whom  Socrates  said,  ^  Pritbee,  my  good 
friend,  for  thou  art  versed  in  these  things,  what  must  I 
do?'  'Nothing,'  said  the  man,  'but  walk  about  as  soon 
as  you  shall  have  drunk,  till  you  perceive  your  legs  to  fail ; 
and  then  sit  down.'  Then  be  presented  the  cup,  which 
Socrates  took  without  the  least  change  of  countenance,  or 
any  emotion  whatever,  but  looking  with  his  usual  intrepi- 
dity upon  the  man.  He  then  demanded,  '  Whether  he  might 
spill  any  of  it  in  libation  ?'  The  man  answered,  '  he  had 
only  prepared  just  what  was  sufficient.*  '  Yes,'  says  So* 
crates,  ^  I  may  pray  to  the  gods,  and  will,  that  my  pasdag^ 
hence  may  be  happy,  which  1  do  beseech  them  to  grant  / 
and  that  instant  swallowed  the  draught  with  the  greatest 
ease.  Many  of  us,  who  till  then  had  refrained  from  tears, 
when  we  saw  him  put  the  cup  to  his  mouth,  and  dridk  off 
the  poison,  were  not  able  to  tefrain  longer,  but  gave  Vent 
to  our  grief:  which  Socrates  observing,  '  Friends,'  said  h^ 

*  what  mean  you  ?  I  sent  away  the  women  for  no  other 
reason,  but  that  they  might  not  disturb  us  with  this  :  for  I 
have  heurd^  that  we  should  die  with  gratulatioD  tad  ap- 
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plaiiie :  be  qoiet  tbsn,  wkI  bebav«  yoanetres  like  men/ . 
These  words  aiade  us  with  shame  suppress  our  tears.  When 
be  bad  walked  a  while,  and  perceived  his  legs  to  fail,  he 
lay  down  on  his  baek,  as  the  executioner  directed :  who,  in 
a  little  time,  looking  upon  his  feet,  and  pinching  thees 
pretty  hard,  asked  him,  ^  If  he  perceived  it?'  derates 
said,  *  No/  Then  he  did  the  saoie  by  his  legs ;  and  shew* 
iug  us,  how  every  part  successively  grew  cold  and  stiff,  ob** 
served,  that  when  that  cbillness  reached  his  heart,  he  would 
die.  Not  long  after,  Socrates,  removing  the  garment 
with  which  be  was  covered,  said,  ^  I  owe  a  cock  to  .£scu-  . 
lapius;  pay  it,  neglect  it  not.'  Mt  shall  be  done,'  says 
Crito :  ^  would  you  have  any  thing  eke  ?'  He  made  no 
answer,  but,  after  lying  a  while,  stretched  himself  forth : 
when  the  executioner  uncovering  him  found  his  eyes 
fixed,  which  were  closed  by  Crito.  **  This,"  says  Plato, 
<*  was  the  end  of  the  best,  the  wisest,  and  the  justest  of 
men :"  and  this  account  of  it  by  Plato,  Cicero  profcfdses, 
that  he  could  never  read  without  tears. 

He  died,  according  to  Plato,  when  he  was  more  than 
seventy,  396  B.  C.  He  was  buried  with  many  tears  and 
much  solemnity  by  bis  friends,  among  whom  the  excessive 
grief  of  Plato  is  noticed  by  Plutarch  :  yet,  as  soon  as  they 
performed  that  last  service,  fearing  the  cruelty  of  the 
thirty  tyrants,  they  stole  out  of  the  city,  the  greater  part 
to  Euclid  at  Megara,  who  received  them  kindly ;  the  rest 
to  other  places.  Sooti  after,  however,  the  Athenians  were 
recalled  to  a  sense  of  the  injustice  they  bad  committed 
against  Socrates  ;  and  became  so  exasperated,  as  to  insist 
that  the  authors  of  it  should  be  put  to  death.  Melitus  &c* 
cordingly  suffered,  and  Anytus  was  banished.  In  farther 
t^timohy  of  their  penitence,  they  called  home  his  frienda 
to  their  former  liberty  of  meeting ;  tbey  forbade  public 
spectacles  of  games  and  wrestlings  for  a  time ;  ihey  caused 
bis  statue,  made  in  brass  by  Lysippus,  to  be  set  up  in  the 
Pompeium;  and  a  plague  ensuing,  which  they  imputed  to 
this  unjust  act,  tbey  made  an  order,  that  no  man  should 
mention  Socrates  publicly  and  on  the  theatre,  in  order  to 
forget  the  sooner  what  they  had  done. 

As  to  his  person,  he  was  very  homely  ;  was  bald,  bad  a 
dark  complexion,  a  flat  nose,  eyes  projecting,  and  a  severe 
down -cast  look.  His  countenance,  indeed,  was  such,  that 
Zopyrus,  a  physiognomist,  pronounced  him  incident  to  va- 
rious passions,  and  ^ven  to  mauy  vices :  which  when  Al- 
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cibiadet  trid  others  that  were  present  derided,  knowing 
him  to  be  free  froda  every  thing  of  that  kind,  Socrates  jus- 
tified the  skill  of  Zopyrus  by  owning,  that  ^*  be  was  by  na- 
ture prone  to  those  vices,  but  had  suppressed  bis  inclina- 
tion by  reason.'*  The  defects  of  his  person  were  amply, 
compensated  by  the  virtues  and  accomplishments  of  his 
mind.  The  oracle  at  Delphi  declared  him  the  wisest  of  all 
men,  for  professing  only  to  know  that  he  knew  nol;hing : 
Apollo,  as  Cicero  says,  conceiving  the  only  wisdom  of 
mankind  to  consist  in  not  thinking  themselves  to  know  those 
things  of  which  they  are  ignorant.  He  was  a  man  of  all 
virtues,  and  so  remarkably  frugal,  that,  how  little  soever 
he  had,  it  was  always  enough  :  and,  when  he  was  amidst  a 
great  variety  of  rich  and  expensive  objects,  he  would  often 
say  to  himself,  ^^  How  many  things  are  here  which  I  do  not 
want  !** 

He  had  two  wives,  one  of  which  was  the  noted  Xantippe, 
whom  Aulus  Gellius  describes  as  an  arrant  scold,  and  seve- 
ral instances  are  recorded  of  her  impatience  and  his  long- 
suffering.  One  day,  before  some  of  his  friends,  she  fell 
into  the  usual  extravagances  of  her  passion;  when  he, 
without  answering  a  word,  went  abroad  with  them  :  but  was 
no  sooner  out  of  the  door,  than-she,  running  up  into  the 
chamber,  threw  water  down  upon  his  head  :  upon  which, 
turning  to  his  friends,  <*  Did  I  i\ot  tell  you,**  says  he, 
**  that  after  so  much  thunder  we  should  have  rain.'*  She 
appears,  however,  to  have  had  a  great  affection  for  him, 
and  was  a  faithfxil  wife. 

Socrates  left  behind  him  nothing  in  writing ;  but  bis  il- 
lustrious pupils,  Xenophon  and  Plato,  have,  in  some  mea* 
sure,  supplied  this  defect.  The  ^^  Memoirs  of  Socrates,** 
however,  written  by  Xenophon,  afford  a  much  more  ac* 
curate  idea  of  the  opinions  of  Socrates,  and  of  his  manner 
of  teaching,  than  the  Dialogues  of  Plato,  who  every  where 
mixes  his  own  conceptions  and  diction,  and  those  of  other 
philosophers,  with  the  ideas  and  language  of  his  master. 
It  is  related,  that  when  Socrates  heard  Plato  recite  his 
*' Lysis,**  he  said,  *^  How  much  does  this  young  i^an  make 
me  say  which  I  never  conceived!**  Xenophon  denies  that 
Socrates  ever  taught  natural  philosophy,  or  any  mathema- 
tical science,  and  charges  with  misrepresentation  and  falser 
hood  those  who  had  ascribed  to  him  dissertations  of  this  kind; . 
probably  referring  to  Plato,  in  whose  works  Socrates  is 
introduced  as  discoursing  upon  these  subjects.     The  truth 
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ilppcari  to  be,  that  the  distinguishing  character  of  Soqratei 
Wfts,  that  of  a  moral  philosopher. 

The  doctrine  of  Socrates,  concenuog  God  and  relieJOD 
was  liBtber  practical  than  speculative.     But  he  did  not 
neglect  to  build  the  ^iicture  of  religious  faith  upon  the 
firm  foundation  of  an  appeal  to  natural  appearances%     He 
taught  that  the  Supreme  Being,  though  inrtsible,  is  clearly 
seen  in  his  works,  which  at  once  demonstrate  hts  exkteiicew 
and  his  wise  and  benevolent  providence.     Besides  the  one 
supreflie  Deity,  Socrates  admitted  the  existence  of  beings 
who  possess  a  middle  station  between  God  and  man    to 
whose  imoiediate  agency  he  ascribed  the  ordinary  phmno- 
Itteoa  of  nature^  and  whom  he  supposed  to  be  particulaHy 
concerned  in  the  management  of  human  afiairs.     Hence 
speakitig  of  the  gods,  who  uke  care  of  men,  he  says^ 
•«  Let  jt  suffice  you,  whilst  yon  observe  their  woriw,  to  re- 
vere and  honour  the  gods :  and  be  persuaded,  that  (his  is 
the   way  an   which  they   make   themselves  known;    for, 
among  all  the  gods  who  bestow  blessii^  upon  men,  diere 
are  none  who,  in  the  distribution  of  their  favours,  make 
themselves  visible  to  mortals."     Hence  he  spoke  of  thun- 
der, wind,  and  other  agents  in  nature,  as  servants  of  God 
and  encouraged  the  practice  of  divination,  under  the  no^ 
tioB,  that  the  gods  sometimes  discover  futuve  events  to 
good  men. 

If  tliese  opinions  concerning  the  Sapieme  Being,  and 
the  subordinate  divinities,  be  compared,  there  will  he  no 
difficulty  in  perceiving  the  grounds  upon  which  Socrates, 
though  an  advocate  for  the  existence  of  one  sovereign 

Eower,  adittittted  the  worship  of  inferior  divinities.  Henc^ 
e  declared  it  to  he  the  dnty  of  every  one,  in  4!he  perform- 
ance  of  religious  rites,  to  follow  the  customs  of  his  country 
At  the  same  time,  be  Uaght,  that  the  merit  of  ail  reKgtous 
ofleriogs  ^depends  upon  the  character  of  the  worshipper, 
aod  that  the  gods  take  pleasure  in  the  sacrifices  of  none 
but  the  truly  pious.  "  The  man,"  says  be,  «*  who  honoum 
the  gods  aecordiAg  to  his  ability,  ought  ta  be  cheerful, 
and  hope  4or  the  greatest  blessings  :  for,  from  whom  may 
we  aaasonably  ejittitaiii  higher  CTrpcctatiens,  than  from 
those  wbft  are  most  able  to  serve  us?  or  how  can  we  secure 
tJjeir  kiodneM,  hut  by  pleasing  them  ?  or,  how  please  th^m 
Wuter,  tha«  by  obedieaoe?'' 

Concerning  the  human  soul,  the  opinion  of  Socrates 
according  to  Xenophon,  was,  that  it  is  alTied  to  the  divine 
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Being,  not  hy  a  participation  of  essence^  but  by  a  simiUritf 
of  nature ;  that  man  excels  all  other  animals  in  the  faculty 
of  reason,  and  that  the  existence  of  good  men  will  be  con- 
tinued after  death,  in  a  sUte  in  which  they  will  receive  the 
reward  of  their  virtue.  Although  it  appears  that,  on  this 
latter  topic,  Socrates  was  not  wholly  free  from  uncertainty, 
the  consolation  which  he  professed  to  derive  from  this  source 
in  the  immediate  prospect  of  death,  leaves  little  room  to 
doubt,  that  be  entertained  a  real  belief  and  expectation  of 
immortality.  The  doctrine  which  Cicero  ascribes  to  Socra* 
tes  on  this  bead  is,  that  the  human  soul  is.  a  divine  principle, 
which,  wben  it  passes  out  of  the  body,  returns  to  heaven ; 
and  that  this  passage  is  most  easy  to  those  who  have,  in 
this  life,  made  the  greatest  progress  in  virtue. 

The  system  of  morality  which  Socrates  made  it  the  busi- 
fiess  of  his  life  to  teach,  was  raised  upon  the  firm  basis  of 
religion.  The  first  principles  of  virtuous  conduct,  which 
are  common  to  all  mankind,  are,  according  to  this  excellent 
moralist,  th^  laws  of  God ;  and  the  conclusive  argument  by 
which  be  supports  this  opinion  is,  that  no  man  departs  from 
these  principles  with  impunity.  He  taught,  that  true  feli-' 
city  is  not  to  be  derived  from  external  possessions,  bat 
from  wisdom,  which  consists  in  the  knowledge  and  practice 
of  virtue ;  that  the  cultivation  of  virtuous  manners  is  ne- 
cessarily attended  with  pleasure,  as  well  as  profit;  that  tha^ 
honest  man  alone  is  happy;  and  that  it  is  absurd  to  attempt 
to  separate  things  which  are  in  nature  so  closely  united  as 
virtue  and  interest* 

SOCRATES,  an  ecclesiastical  historian,  who  flourished 
about  the  middle  of  the  fifth  century,  was  bom  at  Constan- 
tinople, in  the  reign  of  Theodosius.  He  studied  grammar 
under  Helladius  and  Ammonius,  who,  having  fled  from 
Alexandria  to  Constantinople,  fasid  opened  a  school  there ; 
and,  af(er  be  had  finished  his  studies,  for  some  time  pro- 
fessed the  law,  and  pleaded  at  the  bar,  whence  he  obtained 
the  name  of  Scholasticus.  In  the  decline  of  life  be  un- 
dertook to  write  the  history  of  the  church,  beginning  from 
S09,  where  Eusebius  ends,  and  continued  it  down  to  440, 
in  seven  books.  This  history  is  wriuen-,  as  Valesius  hit 
editor  observes,  with  much  judgment  and  exactness.  His 
veracity  may  be  presumed  from  his  industry  in  consulting 
the  (original  records,  acts  of  council,  bishops'  letters,  ana 

>  Dioff.  LmtC— Brucker.— Ci9cre«— Xtiio(»boo'«  Memorabilia. 
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the  writings  of  bis  contemporaries^  of  which  he  often  gives 
extracts.  He  is  also  careful  in  setting  down  the  succession 
of  bishops,  and  the  years  in  which  every  thing  was  trans* 
acted ;  and  describes  them  by  consuls  and  olympiads.  His 
judgment  appears  in  his  reflections  and  observations,  which 
are  rational  and  impartial.  He  has  been  accused  of  being 
a  Novatian  i  and  it  cannot  be  denied  that  he  speaks  well  of 
that  sect :  yet,  as  Valesius  has  proved,  he  was  not  one  of 
them,  but  adhered  to  the  church,  while  he  represents  them 
as  separated  from  it.  What  he  says  of  these  Novatians  is 
only  a  proof  of  his  candour  and  generous  peaceable  tem- 
per. His  style  is  plain  and  easy;  and  has  nothing  in  it  of 
declamation,  which  he  treats  with  contempt.  His  history 
has  been  translated  into  Latin,  and  published  in  Greek  and 
Latin  by  Valesius,  together  with  Eusebius  and  the  other 
ecclesiastical  historians;  and  republished,  with  additional 
notes  by  Reading,  at  London,  1720,  3  vols,  folio.  There 
is  also  an  English  edition  printed  at  Cambridge,  1683,  fol.' 
SOLANDER  (Daniel  Charles),  a  celebrated  natural- 
ist, the  pupil  of  Linnseus,  and  the  friend  of  sir  Joseph 
Banks,  was  a  native  of  the  province  of  Nordland  in  Swe- 
den, where  his  father  was  minister.  He  was  born  Feb.  28, 
1736,  and  studied  atUpsal,  where  he  appears  to  have  taken 
his  degree  of  doctor  in  medicine.  Linnseus,  who  during 
bis  residence  in  England,  had  formed  an  intimacy  with  Mr. 
Peter  Collinson,  advised  his  pupil  to  visit  England,  and 
probably  recommended  him  to  that  gentleman.  Dr.  Solan- 
der  arrived  in  England  in  1760,  and  in  October  1762,  was 
strongly  recommended  by  Mr.  Collinson  to  the  trustees  of 
the  British  Museum,  as  a  person  who  had  made  natural  his- 
tory the  study  of  his  life,  and  was  particularly  qualified  to 
draw  up  a  catalogue  of  that  part  of  their  collection.  Three 
years  after,  he  obtained  a  closer  connection  with  that  insti- 
tution, being  appointed  one  of  the  assistants  in  the  depart- 
ment of  natural  history.'  In  1764  he  became  a  fellow  of 
the  Royal  Society.  In  1766,  he  drew  up  for  Mr.  Brander, 
the  scientific  descriptions  of  his  Hampshire  fossils,  then 
published  in  a  thin  volume,  4to,  entitled  **  Fossilia  Hanto- 
aiensia,  collecta,  et  in  Musseo  Britannico  deposita,  a  Gus- 
Uvo  Brander,  R.  S.  et  S.  A.  S.  Mus.  Brit.  Cur."  Of  his 
obligations  to  Dr.  Solander,  this  gentleman  thus  speaks  ii^ 

<  Cave,  Tol  1. — Va1esiu8*c  editioo. — Fabric  Bibl.  Gr9C.— BlouDt'i  Ce«iara* 
--^Saiii  Onomatt. 


O  2 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


f9f  S  O  L  A  N  D  E  E. 

jbft  prebce :  ^^And  now  I  tfaiok  I  b9ve  QOCbiog  aiore  to  ioi 
tbsLQ  to  acktiowlodge  myself  indeUed  foi;  Uie  acieatific  de- 
fcriptioo  of  them  to  the  Uarnod  aad  iRf eoioiis  Dr.  SolaiH 
dwy  qoe  of  the  officera  of  the  Brkiah  Miweum,  who  in  at 
this  time  employed  by  the  tr uftees  to  compose  a  systeaiati- 
cal  catalogue  of  the  aatural  productieaa  ol  that  entire  col* 
lecUoD.*^  It  does  not  appear  tbat  this  catalogue  was  ever 
eompleted. 

la  176^9  Dn  Solaoder  was  prevailed  apoo  by  his  frieod 
Mr.  {afterwards  sir  Joseph)  Banks,  to  uedertake  the  voyage 
round  the  world,  iu  pursuit  of  discoveries  in  natural  history : 
mod  permissioo  was  obtained  for  him  from  the  trustees  of  the 
British  Museum,  still  to  bold  bis  appointment  duriog  faia 
absence.  The  circumstaoce  of  goiog  is  thus  mentioned,  in 
the  introduction  to  captain  Codk*s  first  voyage,  in  speaking 
of  Mr.  Banks :  <<  As  he  was  determined  to  spiare  no  expeooe. 
ill  the  executioa  of  his  plan,  be  engaged  Dr.  Solander  to 
accompany  him  in  the  voyage.  This  gentleman,  by  birth  a 
Swede,  was  educated  under  the  celebrated  Liniueus,  from 
whom  he  brought  letters  of  recommeodaiioii  into  Ei^and ; 
and  bis  merit  being  soon  known,  he  obtained  an  appointment 
in  the  British  Museum,  a  public  institutiou  which  was  then 
justestabUsdied*.  Such  a  companion  Mr.  Banks  considered 
as  an  acquisition  of  no  small  importance,  aod  to  his  great 
satisCsctioo,  the  event  abundantly  proved  tbat  be  was  not 
•listaken.**  One  of  the  most  remarkable  circumstances 
which  attended  these  heroes  of  natural  history  in  this  expe*- 
ditioq,  was  the  difliculty  they  experienced  in  attempting  to 
ascend  a  mountain  in  Terra  del  Fuego,  in  search  of  Alpine 
plants.  In  the  danger  they  here  encountered.  Dr.  Solander 
undoubtedly  preserved  the  lives  of  the  party  by  the  advice 
he  gave ;  and  what  is  more  remarkable,  was  himself  pre- 
served by  their  attention  to  his  directioos.  The  matter  is 
thus  related  in  the  voyage. 

*^Dr.  Solander,  who  had  more  than  onoe  crossed  the 
mountains  which  divide  Sweden  from  Norway,  well  knew 
that  extreme  cold,  especially  when  joined  with  fatigue, 
produces  a  torpor  and  sleepiness  that  are  almost  irresistible : 
he  therefore  conjured  the  company  to  keep  moving,  what^ 
ever  pain  it  might  cost  them,  and  whatever  relief  they  might 
V«  promised  by  an  inclination  to  rest.  Whoever  sits  down, 
says  he,  will  sleep ;  and  whoever  sleeps  will  wake  no  more. 

«  Here  Dr.  Hawkeswortb,  tbe  writer  of  the  1ntroducUoii»  U  CTidently  nit* 
taken  i  the  iiiitUatiott  was  ctUblisbed  about  ten  years  bef»r«. 
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ThM^  at  ooce  adoHniitbed  nud  alafoiecly  tbejr  tet  fotmzM ; 
but  while  they  were  ^1  upon  the  ntked  rock^  mkI  befiM 


tbey  bftd  got  among  the  bosbes,  the  eoU  became  sMhlenly 
f  a  ietetne,  as  lo  prodhtce  tbe  etfrcts  that  bad  beeft  dieaded. 
Dr.  Solaadef  bioiiielf  waa  tbe  im  who  foaad  ibe  ineliM;^ 
tion^  agaiiistirbicb4ie  bad  waroed  etbcrt,  irremlibte ;  and 
tfitisted  upon  beiog  sdBered  to  be  domi*  Mr.  Bankam* 
treated  and  remomtrated  in  vain ;  dawn  be  laj  upon  tbe 
ground^  though  i%  waa  covered  wkh  snow;  nndJt  waa  with 
great  di6iciilty  that  hu  friend  prevented  him  from  sleeping. 
Richmond  alao^  one  of  tbe  black  servants,  began  to  Unger, 
having  suffered  from  the  cold  in  tbe  same  mnnoer  aa  tbe 
doctor.  Mr.  Banks,  therefore,  sent  five  of  the  company, 
nnioc^  wbooi  was  Mr.  Buehen,  forward  to  get  n  fire  feady, 
at  the  first  convenient  place  they  could  find ;  and  kimsetf, 
with  four  others,  remained  with  the  doctor  and  Richmond, 
wbom,  partly  by  persaasioit  and  intrentyi  and  partly  by 
forces  they  brought  on ;  but  when  they  bad  gOt  thfoogb  tbe 
greatest  part  of  tbe  birch  and  swamp,  they  boih  deckred 
they  could  go  no  farther.  Mr.  Banks  bad  recourse  again  lo 
entreaty  and  expostulation,  boi  they  prodnccd  no  efieof ; 
when  Richmond  was  told  that  if  he  did  not  go  on  be  wonid 
in  a  abort  time  be  frozen  to  death ;  he  answered,  that  be 
desired  nothing  but  to  lie  down  and  die.  Tbe  doctor  did 
not  so  expKeitly  renoance  his  life ;  be  said,  he  was  wiiKn^ 
to  go  on,  but  diat  be  must  first  take  some  sleep,  thowgbbb 
bad  before  told  the  company  that  to  deep  was  to  perish. 
Mr.  Banks  and  tbe  rest  found  it  impossible  to  cairry  them, 
and  there  being  no  remedy,  tliey  were  both  suffered  to  sit 
down,  being  partly  supported  by  the  bushes,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  they  fell  into  a  profound  sleep :  soon  itfter,  some 
of  tbe  people  who  bad  bean  sent  forward  returned,  with  thje 
welcome  news  that  a  fire  was  kindled  about  a  quarter  of  n 
mile  farther  on  the  way.  Mr.  Banks  then  endeavoured  to 
wdie  Dr.  Sokmder,  and  happily  succeeded ;  but,  though 
he  had  not  slept  five  minntes,  he  had  almost  lost  tbe  use  6f 
his  limbs,  and  tbe  mnades  were  so  shrunk,  that  tbe  shoes 
fell  from  his  feet ;  he  consented  to  go  forward  wkb  such 
assistance  as  could  be  given  him ;  but  no  auempts  to  relieve 
poor  Richmond  were  successful.  Mr.  Banks,  with  much 
diflfinilty,  at  length  got  the  doctor  to  the  fire.**  lUcbmoud 
and  n  seaman  finally  perished  from  the  cold ;  the  remaincter 
of  the  party,  to  the  number  of  ten,  happily  regained  the 
jbip,  after  tbe  iilawstibficuUiea  and  baamda. 
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The  '^  Dictioonaire  Historiqae^'  affirms,  that  Dr.  Solan* 
der  bad  a  salary  of  400^  steiiing  a  year,  during  this  voyage.- 
Whatever  he  had  must  have  been  from  the  munificence  of 
JMr.  Banks,  as  be  bad  no  public  appointment  There  can 
be  no  doubt  that  the  zeal  and  generosity  of  that  friend  re- 
warded him  very  amply,  both  for  the  time  employed  in  the 
voyage,  and  for  that  which  he,  afterwards  spent  in  arrange 
iog  and  describing  the  vast  collection  of  plants  which  tbey 
had  made.  In '1773^  Dr.  Solander  was  advanced  from  the 
office  of  assistant  to  be  one  of  the  under-librarians  in  the 
British  Museum.  He  died  in  consequence  of  a  stroke  of 
apoplexy,  on  May  16,  1782.  Dr  Pulteney,  in  his  ^'Sketches 
of  the  progress  of  Botany  in  England,*'  regards  the  arrival 
of  Dr.  Solander  in  this  country  as  an  sra  of  importance  in 
that  history.  *^  At  this  juncture,''  be  says,  *^  it  is  material, 
among  those  circumstances  which  accelerated  the  progress 
of  the  new  system,  to  mention  the  arrival  of  the  late  much- 
lamented  Dr.  Solander,  who  came  into  England  on  the  1st 
of  July,  1760.  His  name,  and  the  connection  he  was  knoivn 
to  bear,  as  the  favourite  pupil  of  his  great  master,  had  of 
tbcQiselves  some  share  in  exciting  a  curiosity  which  led  to 
information ;  while  bis  perfect  acquaintance  with  the  whole 
scheme  enabled  him  to  explain  its  minutest  parts,  and  elu- 
cidate all  those  obscurities  with  which,  on  a  superficial 
view,  it  was  thought  to  be  enveloped.  I  add  to  this  that 
the  urbanity  of  his  manners,  and  his  readiness  to  afford 
every  assistance  in  hi^  power,  joined  to  that  clearness  and 
energy  with  which  he  effected  it,  not  only  brought  convic- 
tion of  its  excellence  in  those  who  were  inclined  to  receive 
it,  but  conciliated  the  minds,  and  dispelled  the  prejudices, 
of  many  who  had  been  averse  to  it."  It  is  testified  of  him 
by  others,  who  knew  him  intimately,  that  to  a  very  exten- 
.  aive  kpowledge  he  added  a  mode  of  communication,  not 
only  remarkable  for  its  readiness,  but  for  so  peculiar  a  mo^ 
desty^tbat  be  contrived  almost  to  appear  to  receiye  instruc- 
tion when  be  was  bestowing  it  in  the  roost  ample  manner. 
.  There  are  said  to  be  some  papers  by  him  scattered  in  the 
various  memoirs  of  philosophical  societies;  but  in  the 
transactions  of  the  Royal  Society  of  London,  there  is  only 
one  letter,  which  is  in  vol.  LI  I.  p.  654,  and  is  entitled, 
**  Account  of  the  Gardenia  (Jasminoides),  in  a  Letter  to 
Philip  Carteret  Webb,  esq.F.  R.  S.  from  Daniel  C.  Solan- 
der, M.D.'*  Nor,  though  his  time  was  always  usefullv 
employed,  do  we  know  of  any  other  production  of  wbick 
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he  was  the  audior.  He  was  a  short,  fair  man,  rather  fat ; 
with  s'roaH  eyes,  and  a  good-huoioured  expression  of  couii» 
tenance.' 

80LE  (Antonio  Maria  dal),  a  landscape  painter,  was 
bora  at  Bologna,  in  1597,  and  was  a  disciple  of  Albano  $ 
hot  be  principally  applied  to  landscape-painting,  and  in 
that  branch  rendered  himself  deservedly  eminent  His 
situations  were  always  beautifully  chosen,  his  distances  ^e 
pleasing,  the  perspective  receding  of  his  objects  is  con** 
ducted  with  great  skill  and  judgment,  and  his  colouring  is 
bold  and  lively.  It  was  remarked  of  him  that  he  painted, 
and  also  constantly  wrote,  with  his  left  hand,  and  bad  fiiU 
as  much  command  of  it  as  others  have  of  their  right ;  hence 
he  was  denominated  II  manchino  da  ,padsL  He  died  in 
1677,  aged  eighty. 

His  son,  Joseph  dal  Sole,  was  bom  in  1654,  and  was  for 
some  time  the  scholar  of  Lorenzo  Pasinelli,  and  to  emulate 
him  with  success  consulted  the  same  sources  in  repeated 
visits  to  Venice.  Without  reaching  the  general  brilliancy 
and  the  voluptuous  tone  of  his  master,  he  possessed  great 
elegance  in  accessories^  such  as  hair,  wings,  bracelets,  veils, 
crowns,  and  armour ;  he  was  better  adapted  to  subjects  of 
energy,  more  attentive  to  costume,  more  regulated  in  com« 
position,  and  more  learned  in  architecture  and  landscape. 
In  landscape  he  is  nearly  unrivalled  ;  his  Evening,  Night, 
and  Dawn,  at  Imola,  in  the  house  Zappi,  are  massed  and 
toned  by  pure  sentiment  His  sacred  subjects  and  visions 
radiate  with  vivid  flashes  of  celestial  light.  He  was  correct 
and  slow  in  his  process  from  choice,  though  few  excelled  him 
in  readiness  of  execution  ;  of  a  Bacchus  and  Ariadne,  which 
he  had  finished  in  one  week  with  general  approbation,  he 
cancelled  the  greater  part,  and  repainted  it  at  leisure,  sayiirg 
that  he  might  content  others  by  celerity,  but  must  satisfy 
himself  by  accuracy;  hence  his  prices  were  high^  He 
gained  the  appellation  of  the  modern  Guido,  and  there  is 
a  zest  of  Guido  in  many  of  his  works.  Among  his  nume* 
nnis  scholars,  Lucia  Casalini,  a6d  Teresa  Muratori,  ought 
not  to  be  forgot.  The  former  signalized  herself  in  por- 
trait, the  second  acquired  no  inconsiderable  share  of  praise 
in  history.  Giuseppe  dal  Sole  died  in  the  year  1719,  aged 
sixty-five.* 

1  Preceding  edition  of  Uiis  Dictioaaiy. 
J  Pilkington  by  Fuseli.— Arfeo?iUt,  ToL  IL 
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80LIGNAC  (PkT£»  JosfiPH  de  la  Pimpie,  Oheimlft«|p 
4ff)f  wtu  born  at  MontpeUiar  in  1637,  of  a  noble  fanUy,  and 
went  early  to  Paris,  where  he  was  noticed  at  court,  and 
aoon  employed  in  an  honourable  station  in  Poland.  He 
there  becaoM  acqiftinted  wi4)  king  Stanislaus^  who  took 
hktBf  ator  a  time,  not  only  aa  his  secretary,  but  as  hi« 
friend.  He  fsllowi^  tins  prince  into  France,  wbep  be  went 
to  take  pouession  of  Lorraine,  and  became  secretary  ^of 
that  pronoce^  and  perpetual  secretary  to  the  academy  oi 
Nanci«  There  he  fomid  leiame  to  cuUivate  literature  and 
philosophy,  and  employed  bimseli  in  writing.  His  learuiog 
was  eslensive  and  bis  manners  aouable.  He  died  in  1773-, 
at  the  age  of  eighty.  His  principal  works  are^  I.  <'  A  Hia* 
tory  of  Poland,"  in  5  vob.  l2fiEiei.  2.  ^^  Eloge  Historique 
du  Roi  Stanislas,"  8vo,  written  with  feeling  and  m\t\k  ge^ 
nias.  3.  Several  detached  pieces  in  the  Memoirs  of  the 
academy .  of  NancU 

80UMENE  (Framcxs),  called.  L'Abate  Ciccio^  frorai 
his  mode  of  dressiu^  like  an  abbot,  an  illustrious  Italian 
painter,  was  descended  of  a  good  family,  and  born  a^ 
Noeera  de'  Pagani  near  Naples  in  1657.  His  £ather  Au-t 
gelo^.  who  bad  been  a  scholar  of  Massimo,  and  was  a  good 
painter  and  a  man  of  learning,  discerned  an  uncommon 
getfina  inr  his  son ;  who  i&  said  to  have  spent  whole  oighta 
in  the  studies  of  poetry  and  philosophy.  He  designed  also 
so  judicidisly  in  dttai'o  obscuro,  that  his  performances  sur^ 
prised  ail  who  saw  them,  Angelo  intended  him  for  the 
law,  and  did  not  alter  his  purpose,  though  he  was  informed 
ef  his  other  extraordinary  talents,  till  cardinal  Orsini  ad- 
rised  bim;  This  cardinal,  afterwards  Benedict  XIII.  at  a 
Tisit  happened  to  examine  the  youth  in  philosophy,  aiidj^ 
although  satisfied  with  his  answchrs,  observed,  that  he 
would  do  better,  if  he  did  not  waste  so  much  of  bis  time  in 
drawing ;  but  when  these  drawings  were  produced,  be  was 
9o  sarprised,  that  he  told  the  father  how  unjust  be  would 
be  both  to  his  son  and  to  the  art,  if  he  attempted  to  cheek 
a  genius  so  manifestly  displayed.  On  this,  Solimene  bad 
full  liberty  given  him  to  follow  his  inclination.  Two  years 
passed  on,  while  be  studied  under  hia  father,  after  which, 
in  ^#74,  he  went  to  Naples,  and  put  bioiself  under  the 
direction  of  Francesco  di  Maria.  Thinking,  however,  that 
ibis  artist  laid  too  great  a  stress  on  design,  he  soon  left 

>  Necroh^.^Diot.  Hist. 
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bini,  and  goided  bimself  by  the  works  of  Lanfratic  and 
(3alabre9e  in  cKunqpositUm  ai>d  chiam  obscure,  wbile'  those 
of  Pietfo  Cortona  and  Luca  Jordano  were  bis  standards  for 
cofeoring^  and  Guido  and  Carlo  Maratti  for  drapery.  By 
pm  acctinue  and  wct^managed  study  of  tb^se  masters,  be 
&>rfqed  to  bimself  an  excellent  style,  and  soon  distingmsbed 
hinaetf  as  a  painter.  Hearing  that  the  Jeanits  intended  to 
point  tbecbiqsel  of  St  Anne  in  the  church  Jesn  Nuovo,  be 
sent  tbem  a  sketch  by  an  architecture  painter ;  not  daring 
to  carry  it  biimelf,  les^  a  prejudice  against  bis  yontb  might 
exclade  bim.  His  design  was  nerertbeless  accepted,  an^, 
while  be  was  employed  on  this  cbapel,  the  best  painters  c4 
Naples  risfted  hioi,  astonished  to  find  themselves  surpassed 
hy  a  a^re  boy.  This  was  bis  first  moment  of  distinction^ 
and  bis  rqiotation  increased  so  fast,  that  great  works  were 
offered  bim  from  erery  quarter.  His  fame  extending  to 
other  countries,  the  kings  of  France  and  Spain  made  him 
▼ery  adrantageoisis  proposals  to  engage  him  in  their  service, 
$M  which  be  declined  Philip  V.  arrii^ng  at  Naples,  com-' 
maiuled  bin  to  paint  bis  portrait,  and  allowed  him  to  sit 
in  his .  presence  :  and  the  emperor  Charles  VL  knighted 
him.  on  account  of  a  picture  he  sent  bim.  In  1701,  be 
resided  at  Rome  during  the  holy  year :  when  the  pope  and 
cardinals  took  great  notice  of  bim.  This  painter  is  also 
Itisown  by  bis  sonnets,  which  have  been  often  printed  in 
collections  of  poetry ;  and,  at  eighty  years  of  age,  be  could 
repeat  from  memory  tbe  most  beautiful  passages  of  the 
poets,  in  the  appliog^tion  of  which  he  was  very  happy.  He 
died  in  1747,  at  almost  ninety.  He  painted  entirely  after 
natore;  being  fearful,  as  he  said,  that  too  servile  an  at- 
^cbment  to  the  antique  might  damp  the  fire  of  bis  imagi- 
nation. He  was  a  man  ojf  a  good  temper,  who  neither 
criticised  the  works  of  others  out  of  envy,  nor  was  blind  to 
his  own  defects.  He  told  the  Italian  author  of  his  life,' 
that  be  had  advanced  many  falsities  in  extolling  the  cha- 
racter of  his  works :  which  bad  procured  him  a  great  deal 
of  money,  but  yet  were  very  for  short  of  perfection.  The 
grand  duke  of  Tuscany  with  difficulty  prevailed  on  Soli* 
mene's  modesty  to  sedd  bim  bis  picture,  which  be  wanted' 
to  place  in  his  gallery  among  other  painters.* 

SO  LINUS  (C41US  Julius),  an  ancient  Latin  grammarian, ' 
and  (as  it  appears)  a  Roman,  whom  some  bare  imagined* 

^  PilkiDgtott.— ArfssTiHe,  yoI,  IL 
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to  have  lired  in  the  time  of  Atigustus,  though  in  his  **  Po- 
Ijbistor'*  he  bu  made  large  extracts  from  the  elder  Pliny, 
probably  lived  about  the  middle  of  the  third  century.  We 
have  of  bis  the  abovementioned  work,  which  Saimasius  has 
published  in  2  vols«  folio :  illustrated  with  a  commentary  of 
bis  own,— ^if  to  overwhelm  a  small  tract,  and  bury  it  under 
a  mass  of  learning,  can  be  called  illustrating.  There  are 
various  other  editions.  The  *^  Polyhistor"  is  an  ill-digested 
compilation  of  historical  and  geographical  remarks  upon 
various  countries :  and  the  extracts  in  it  from  Pliny  are  so 
large,  and  his  manner  withal  so  imitated,  that  the  author 
has  been  called,  ^  The  Ape  of  Pliny."  ^ 

SOLIS  (Antonio  de),  an  ingenious  Spanish  writer,  was 
of  an  ancient  and  illustrious  family,  and  bom  at  Placenza 
in  Old  Castile,  July  18,  1610.  He  was  sent  to  SaUmanca 
to  study  \hyr ;  but,  having  a  natural  turn  for  poetry,  gave 
it  the  preference,  and  cultivated  it  with  a  success  which 
did  him  great  honour.  He  was  but  seventeen,  when  he 
wrote  an  ingenious  comedy,  called  ^<  Amor  y  Obligacion  :** 
and  he  afterwards  composed  others,  which  were  received 
with  the  highest  applause.  Antonio  affirms  him  to  have 
been  the  best  comic  poet  Spain  has  ever  seen.  At  six  and 
twenty,  he  applied  himself  to  ethics  and  politics.  His 
great  merit  procured  him  a  patron  in  the  count  d'Oropesa, 
viceroy  then  of  Navarre,  and  afterwards  of  the  kingdom 
of  Valence,  who  appointed  him  his  secretary.  In  1642, 
when  he  wrote  his  comedy  of  *'  Orpheus  and  Eurydice,** 
for  representation  at  Pampeluna,  upon  the  birth  of  the 
count's  son,  Philip  IV.  of  Spain  made  him  one  of  his 
secretaries;  and,  after  Philip's  death,  the  queen  regent 
made  him  first  historiographer  of  the  Indies,  a  place  of 
great  profit  as  well  as  honour.  His  <*  History  of  the  Con- 
quest of  Mexico''  was  thought  to  justify  this  honour,  and 
was  much  praised.  But  it  is  evident  that  his  object  was  to 
celebrate  the  glories  of  Ferdinand  Cortez,  his  hero,  tO' 
whom  he  has  imputed  mftny  strokes  of  policy,  many  re* 
flections,  and  many  actions,  of  which  he  was  not  capable; 
and  he  has  very  wisely  closed  his  account  with  the  con- 

Juest  of  Mexico,  that  he  might  not  have  occasion  to  intro* 
uce  the  cruelties  afterwards  committed.  Nevertheless, 
the  history  is  reckoned  upon  the  whole  very  interesting, 
apd  has  been  translated  into  several  languages ;  and  be  is 

>  VoNias  de  Hift  Lat— -Fabric.  Bibl,  Lat. 
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better  known  for  it,  out  of  bit  own  country,  than  for  hit 
poetry  and  dramatic  writingS|  although  they  are  said  to  be 
excellent  After  living  many  years  in  the  busy  and  gay 
^  world,  he  resolved  to  dedicate  himself  to  the  service  of 
God,  by  embracing  the  ecclesiastical  state;  and  accord- 
ingly was  ordained  a  priest  at  fifty-seven.  He  now  re- 
nounced all  profane  compositions,  and  wrote  nothing  but 
some  dramatic  pieces  upon  subjects  of  devotion,  which  are 
represented  in  Spain  on  certain  festivals.  He  died  April 
19,  1686.  His  comedies  were  printer!  at  Madrid  in  1681, 
4to ;  his  sacred  and  profane  poems,  at  the  same  place, 
1716,  4to;  his  **  History  of  Mexico"  often,  but  particu- 
larly at  Brussels  in  1704,  folio;  with  his  lif^  prefixed  by 
D.  Juan  de  Goyeneche.  There  is  also  a  collection  of  his 
*<  Letters"  published  at  Madrid  in  1737.' 

SOLOMON  (ben  Job  Jalla),  ben  Abraham,  ben  Ab- 
dulla  by  his  first  wifo  Tanomata,  was  bom  at  Bonda,  a 
town  founded  by  his  father  Ibrahim,  in  the  kingdom  of 
Futa  or  Sanaga,  which  lies  on  both  sides  the  river  Senegal 
or  Sanaga,  and  extends  as  far  as  the  Gambra.  Being  sent 
by  his  father,  in  Feb.  1731,  to  sell  some  slaves  to  captain 
Pyke,  commander  of  a  trading  vessel  belonging  to  Mr. 
Hunt,  and  not  agreeing  about  their  price,  he  set  out  with 
another  black  merchant  on  an  expedition  across  the  Gam«- 
bra ;  but  they  were  taken  prisoners  by  the  Mandingos,  i^ 
nation  at  enmity  with  his  own,  and  sold  for  slaves  to  cap« 
tain  Pyke  aforesaid,  who  immediately  sent  proposals  to 
bis  father  for  their  redemption.  The  ship  sailing  before 
the  return  of  an  answer.  Job  was  carried  to  Annapolis,  and 
delivered  to  Mr.  Denton,  factor  to  Mr.  Hunt.  He  sold 
hiui  to  Mr.  Tolsey  of  Maryland,  from  whom,  though  kindly 
treated,  he  escaped  ;  and,  being  committed  to  prison  as  a 
fugitive  slave,  discovered  himself  to  be  a  Mahometan. 
Being  at  length  conveyed  to  England,  a  letter  addressed 
to  him  by  his  father  fell  into  the  hands  of  general  Ogle*' 
thorpe,  who  immediately  gave  bond  to  Mr.  Hunt  for  pa/- 
ment  of  a  certain  sum  on  his  delivery,  in  England.  Ac*r 
Gordingly,  he  arrived  in  England  in  1733  ;  but  Mr.  Ogle-r 
thorpe  was  gone  to  Georgia.  Mr.  Hunt  provided  him  a 
lodging  at  Limehouse ;  and  Mr.  Bluet,  who  first  found  him 
out  in  Maryland,  took  him  down  to  his  bouse  at  Chesbunt 
The  African  Company  undertook  for  his  redemption,  which 
was  800Q  effected  by  Nathaniel  Brassey,  esq.  member  for, 

'     >  ADtonio  Bibl.  Hisp,— Niceron,  rol.  IX, 

Digitized  by  VjOOQiC 


CM  SOLOMON 

Hertford,  for  40L  and  20L  botid  and  cbtfgefi  by  a  tob^ 
scription  amottming  to  60/.  Being  now  free,  be  trans- 
lated several  Arabic  MSS.  for  sir  Hans  Sloane,  wha  got 
iiim  iiurodiseed  at  oo«rt,  and  after  fourteen  months  staj  in 
London,  he  reiomed  home  loaded  vrith  presents  to  the 
anoiint  of  500/.  He  found  his  father  dead,  and  his  nati^'e 
counlrj  depopulated  by  war.  He  was  of  a  eomely  persor^ 
meax  ^ix  feet  bigh^  pletsant  but  grave  countenance,  acute 
natural  parts,  great  personal  conrage,  and  of  so  retentire 
a  menaory,  that  be  could  repeat  the  Koran  by  heart  at 
fifteen^  and  wrote  it  over  three  times  in  Engiand  by  nae- 
niorj-.* 

^LON,  one  of  the  seven  wise  men  of  Greece,  as  tbey 
are  called,  was  born  at  Saiamis,  of  Athenian  parents,  who 
were  descended  from  Codrus,  in  the  sixth  century  B.  C 
His  father  leaving  little  patrimony,  he  had  recourse  to 
aierchaodise  for  his  subsistence,  lie  had,  trowever,  a 
greater  thirst  after  knowledge  and  fame,  than  after  riches^ 
and  made  his  mercantile  voyages  sobserviein  ta  the  iiv- 
crease  of  his  intellectual  treasures.  He  very  early  culti* 
vated  the  art  of  poetry,  and  applied  himself  to  the  study 
of  moral  and  civil  wisdom.  When  the  Athenians,  tired 
out  with  a  long  and  troublesome  war  with  the  Me(>arensiai>Sy 
for  the  recovery  of  tbe  isle  of  Salamis,  prohibited  any  one, 
ander  pain  of  death,  to  propose  the  renewal  of  their  claim 
to  that  island,  Solon,  thinking  the  prohibition  dishonour- 
able to  tbe  state,  and  finding  many  of  tbe  younger  citizens 
desirous  to  revive  the  war,  feigned  himself  mad,  and  took 
eare  to  have  the  report  of  his  insanity  spread  through  tbe 
city.  In  tbe  mean  time,  be  composed  an  elegy,  adapted 
to  tbe  state  of  public  affairs,  which  he  committed  to  me- 
mory. Every  thing  being  thus  prepared,  be  sallied  forth 
into  the  market  place,  with  the  kind  of  cap  on  his  head 
which  was  commonly  worn  by  sick  persons,  and,  ascending 
the  herald's  stand,  be  delivered,  to  a  nuoierous  crowd,  ^ia 
bimentation  for  the  desertion  of  Salamis.  Tbe  verses  were 
beard  with  general  applause;  and  Pisistratus  seconded  his 
advice,  and  urged  the  pedple  to  renew  the  war.  The  de«- 
cree  was  iaamediately  repealed,  and  the  conduct  of  the 
war  being  committed  to  Solon  and  Pisiatratiis,  tbey  defeated 
the  Megarensians,  and  recovered  Salamis.    He  afterwards 

>  nist*  of  the  GeotleiiMii's  Society  st  Spaldhag.-^See  alto  Mr^Bioei'f  "  JC^ 
iaoirt*>  of  him,  in  an  8vo  pamphlet  of  63  pages,  1T34.— MoofeU  ••TraveU."— 
•Bd  Attlcy'8  •«  Voyaget,"  II.  934--940. 
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acqwkcd  xcMitioMl  heme  by  a  sueeasBful  aUtmnce  wbich  ht 
fomied  among  the  tUtes,  in  defeace  of  tbe  ieoqple  at  Del« 
phos,  against  the  CirrbseaBS. 

But  the  height  of  bis  giorywas  when  tbe  dissetitiottc  and 
Cfvil  comoiotiont  among  tbe  Atbeniana  rendered  it  neces- 
aaty  to  rest  tbe  topreme  powers  of  i«gti4ator  and  flMtgittrate 
fo  one  person,  ami  when  in  594  B.  C.  he  was  appointed  to 
this  high  ofioe  under  ttie  title  of  Arcbon.  This  office  he 
appears  to  bare  executed  with  such  wisdovi  and  firmness  as 
to  give  universal  satisfactioo,  and  spread  bb  Atstie  tfarougb 
tbe  most  distant  parts  of  the  world.  In  tbe  exercise  of  hia 
flower,  be  aaade  a  new  distribution  of  tbe  people,  foraaed 
Slew  eourts  of  judicatorei  and  framed  a  judicious  code  of 
iawap  which  afterwards  became  tbe  bam  of  tlie  laws  of  tbe 
twelve  tables  in  Rome.  At  the  opening  of  this  new  plan 
of  govemmeiity  Solon  was  every  day  visited  by  persons, 
who  were  desirous,  either  to  propose  questioiis  concerning 
tbe  meaning  and  application  of  bis  laws,  or  to  suggest 
£uther  corrections  and  improvements.  Finding  these  im- 
portunities troublesome,  be  determined  to  make  bis  escape 
'  from  the  difficult  situation  in  which  he  was  plaeed,  and  to 
leave  his  laws  to  their  own  natural  operation,  for  tbis 
purpose  be  obtained  permission  from  the  state  to  traveL 
His  first  voyage  was  to  Egypt*  Here  be  became  acquainted 
with  several  of  the  more  eminent  priests  of  HeliopoHs  and 
Sftis,  by  whom  he  was  insti^ucted  in  the  Egyptian  pbiloso« 
phy«  One  of  bis  preceptors,  boasting  of  the  antiquity  of 
tbe  Egyptian  wisdom,  said  to  him,  ^^  Sok>n,  Solon,  you 
Greeks  are  always  children;  you  have  not  an  old  man 
among  you.*'  From  Egypt  he  s»led  to  Cyprus,  where  he 
formed  an  intimate  friendship  with  Philocyprus,  one  of  tbe 
princes  of  tbe  island,  and  assisted  him  in  founding  a  new 
city. 

It  is  idso  related,  that  he  visited  Crmsus,  king  of  Lydia, 
and  that,  during  the  interview,  tbe  following  interesting 
«odversation  passed  between  them.  Croesus,  after  enter- 
taining his  guest  with  great  splendour,  and  making  au 
ostentatious  display  of  tbe  magnificence  of  his  palace,  de- 
sirous to  extort  from  Solon  expressions  of  admiration  wfaick 
he  did  not  seem  inclined  to  bestow,  asked  him,  whom,  of 
all  mankind,  be  esteemed  most  happy  ?  Solon  answered, 
<^TeUus,  the  Athenian."  Crmsus,  surprized  that  Salon 
should  nanoe  any  other  man  in  preference  to  himself,  re* 
q^mud  to  be  informed  of  tbe  grounds  of  tbis  jud^nent' 
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^Telloi,**  replied  Sokni,  <*  was.  descended  from  worthy 
parents,  was  the  father  of  virtuous  children,  whom  every 
one  respected,  and,  at  last,  fell  in  an  engagement  in 
which,  before  he  expired,  be  saw  his  country  victorious.*' 
CroBsus,  flattering  himself  that  he  should  at  least  obtain 
the  second  place,  in  Solon's  judgment,  among  the  fortu- 
nate, inquired,  whopa,  next  to  Tellus,  he  thought  most 
happy?  Solon,  in  return,  said,  two  youths  of  Argos, 
Cleobis  and  Biton,  who  while  ihey  lived  were  universally 
admired  for  their  fraternal  affection  to  each  other,  and  for 
their  dutiful  behaviour  to  their  mother;  and  who,  after 
they  had  given  an  illustrious  example  of  filial  piety,  ex* 
pired  without  sorrow  or  pain.  Croesus,  mortified  to  find 
the  condition  of  a  private  citizen  of  Athens  or  Argos  pre- 
ferred to  his  own,  could  no  longer  refrain  from  asking 
Solon,  whether  he  meant  wholly  to  exclude  him  from  the 
number  of  the  happy  ?  Solon's  reply  is  a  memorable  proof 
of  his  wisdom  :  **  The  events  of  future  life  are  uncertain ; 
he  who  has  hitherto  been  prosperous  may  be  unfortunate 
to-morrow:  let  no  man  therefore  be  pronounced  happy 
before  his  death."  This  observation  made  so  deep  an  im- 
pression upon  the  mind  of  Croesus,  that  when  afterwards, 
experiencing  a  reverse  of  fortune,  be  became  a  prisoner 
to  Cyrus,  and  was  brought  forth  to  be  put  to  death,  he 
cried  out,  *^  O  Solon  !  Solon  !"  Cyrus  inquiring  into  the 
meaning  of  the  exclamation,  Croesus  informed  him  of  what 
had  formerly  passed  between  himself  and  Solon.  The 
consequence  was,  that  Cyrus,  struck  with  the  wisdom  cf 
Solon's  remark,  set  Croesus  at  liberty,  and  treated  him 
with  all  the  respect  due  to  his  former  greatness.  The 
Story  is  attended  with  some  chronological  difficulties ;  but 
it  is  so  consonant  to  the  character  of  Solon,  and  so  admir- 
able an  example  of  the  moral  wisdom  of  those  times,  that 
we  could  not  persuade  ourselves  to  reject  it. 

Solon  died  in  the  island  of  Cyprus,  about  the  eightieth 
year  of  his  age.  Statues  were  erected  to  his  memory,  both 
^t  Athens  and  Salamis.  His  thirst  after  knowledge  con- 
tinued to  the  last :  **  1  grow  old,"  said  he,  '*  learning  many 
things."  Among  the  apophthegms  recorded  of  him,  are, 
**  Laws  are  like  cobwebs,  that  catch  the  weak  but  are 
broken  through  by  the  strong;"  <*  He  who  has  learned  to 
obey,  will  kuow  how  to  command ;"  *^  In  every  thing  you 
do,  consider  the  end."  Laertius  has  mentioned  among  bis 
writings,  his  orations,  poems,  laws^  and  an  Atlantic  history^ 
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completedi  afterwards  by  Plato;  and  has  preserved  some 
epistles,  bat  of  doubtful  authority.' 

SOMERS  (John  Lokd),  an  eminent  English  lawyer, 
was  born  at  Worcester,  March  4,  1650,  but  no  register  of 
his  baptism  can  be  found.  A  house  called  White  Ladies 
is  shown  on  the  east  side  of  the  cathedral,  and  very  near 
St.  Michael's  church,  where  he  is  said  to  have  been  bom. 
His  father,  John  Somers,  was  an  attorney  of  considerable 
eminence,  and  had  an  estate  of  about  300/.  per  ann,  at  Clif- 
ton. During  the  rebellion  he  commanded  a  troop  of  horise, 
part  of  CromweU's  army,  but  resigned  his  commission  after 
the  battle  of  Worcester,  and  returned  to  his  profession, 
and^  among  other  business,  had  the  superintendance  of  the 
finances  and  estate  of  the  Talbots,  earls  of  Shrewsbury, 
which  eventually  produced  a  lasting  friendship  and  cor- 
diality between  the  duke  of  Shrewsbury  and  his  sob,  the 
subject  of  this  article.  Of  old  Mr.  Soofiers  the  following 
anecdote  has  been  recorded  :  '^  He  used  to  frequent  the 
terms  in  London,  and  in  his  way  from  Worcester  was  wont 
to  leave  his  horse  at  the  George,  at  Acton,  where  he  often 
made  mention  of  the  hopeful  son  he  had  at  the  Temple. 
Cobbet,  who  kept  the  inn,  hearing  him  enlarge  so  much 
in  praise  of  his  son,  to  compliment  the  old  gentleman, 
cried,  *  Why  wont  you  let  us  see  him.  Sir  V  The  father, 
to  oblige  his  merry  landlord,  desired  the  young  gentleman 
to  accompany  him  so  far  on  his  way  home ;  and  being  come 
to  the  George,  took  his  landlord  aside,  and  said,  *  I  have 
brought  him,  Cobbet,  but  you  must  not  talk  to  him  as  you 
do  to  me ;  he  will  not  suffer  such  fellows  as  you  in  his 
company'.*'  After  the  restoration  Mr.  Somers  obtained  a 
pardon  for  what  he  might  have  committed  while  in  the  re- 
publican army,  which  pardon  is  still  in  the  possession  of 
the  family.  He  died  Jan.  1681,  and  was  buried  at  Severn- 
stoke,  in  the  county  of  Worcester;  where  an  elegant 
Latin  inscription,  engraved  on  a  marble  monument,  and 
written  by  his  son,  is  still  to  be  seen. 

In  1675,  Mr.  (afterwards  lord)  Somers,  was  entered  as  a 
commoner  of  Trinity-college,  Oxford.  In  the  year  fol- 
lowing he  is  known  to  have  contributed  5L  towards  the 
embellishment  of  the  chapel ;  and  some  years  afterwards, 
as  appears  by  the  bursar*s  book,  100/.  more.  It  is  sajd 
that  be  did  not  entirely  quit  the  university  until  1682,  and 

^  Diog.  Laertitti.— Stanley'!  Philoiophsrt.^Bruckcr.-^Ftfiieloiu 
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bid  idtbe  interiita  beccMue  astndeat  of  law  iti  the  Middle 
Temple,  and  returning  to  college  took-bis  degree  of  M«  Ai 
Juna  14)  1681.  While  studying  law,  he  aever  neglected 
the  belles  lettres,  and  it  was  by  hit  aaMueoieius  m  that 
way,  his  translations,  and  poeticid  perforoiaiiQeBy  that  be 
first  became  known  to  the  public  At  that  time  anerit  of 
this  kind  v^as  a  passport  both  to  fame  and  riches,  and  Mr. 
Somers,  who  in  some  degree  owed  his  promo'tion  to  the 
must s,  showed  himself  not  ungrateful  when  he  endeavoured 
to  raise  into  notice  their  favourite  votary  Addison.  Sir 
Francis  Winnio^ton,  then  solicitor,  was  one  of  bis  earUest 
patrona  By  such  assistance,  united  to  his  own  merit  and 
ap(ilication,  he  becaote^  what  was  very  rarely  seen  in  tbose 
daj^,  when  a  deeper  legal  knowledge  was  suppoaed  essen* 
tial  to  a  btnrister,  an  eminent  counsel,  befoiw  he  had  at* 
laiaed  the  age  of  thirty.  It  is  imagined  by  sone,  that  bis^ 
early  acquaintance  with  the  duke  of  Shrewsbury,  might 
have  contributed  to  turn  his  attention  to  the  law,  and 
poasibly  accelerated  his  rapid  progress  in  that  profession. 
His  abilities,  however,  and  powerful  oratory,  were  always 
exerted  in  favour  of  liberty,  and  in  the  supfkort  of  that 
laiional  freedon  which  is  equally  opposed  to  licentiousness 
and  slavery. 

Having  formed  an  acquaintance  with  lord  Russell^  AU 
gernon  Sidney,  and  other  supporters  of  liberty  at  that 
time,  he  frequently  employed  \m  pen  gainst  the  arbitrary 
proceedings  of  the  reign  of  Charles  11.;  but  as  it  was  his 
practice  to  publish  sucb  pieces  without  fats  name,  very 
fow  of  them  are  now  known,  and  these  we  shall  notice  at 
the  conclusion  of  this  article.  In  1688,  when  in  bis  thirty- 
sixth  yesr,  he  distinguished  himself  as  counsel  for  the 
seven  prelates  who  were  tried  for  oppomg  the  dispensing 
power  of  Jaoies  II.  He  had  afterwards  a  considerable 
shaiie  in  eonoerting  the  measures  for  bringing  about  the 
revolution.  He  was  chosen  representative  for  his  native  city 
of  Worcester,  in  the  convention-parliament ;  and  in  the 
conference  between  the  two  houses  about  the  word  akdu 
aUedy  on  which  he  delivered  a  celebrated  speech,  be  was 
appointed  one  of  the  managers  for  the  House  of  Commons. 

On  the  accession  of  king  William,  Mr.  Somers  was  re- 
warded for  his  exertions,  by  being,  on  May  9,  leas,  mads 
solicitor-general,  elected  recorder  of  Gloucester  in  16^0^ 
appointed  attorney-general,  on  May  2,  1692,  and  lord- 
keeper  in  16D3.     We  may  judge  of  his  popularity,  bis 
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activity,  and  political  skilli  by  the  following  expression  of 
lord  Sunderlandi  in  a  letter  to  king  William,  written  about 
ibis  period :  ^*  Lord  Somers/*  says  be,  **  is  tbe  life,  tbe 
soul,  tbe  spirit  of  bis  party;  and  can  asuwcrfor  it  J*  A 
character  of  sucb  influence  was  not  to  be  neglected  by  a 
yet  unestablisbed  monarch,  and  accordingly  king  William, 
who  bad  conferred  tbe  honour  of  knighthood  on  Mr. 
Somers  when  solicitor-general,  now  created  him  baron  of 
Evesham,  and  lord  chancellor  of  England.  For  the  sup-* 
port  of  these  dignities  and  honours,  his  majesty  made  him 
a  grant  of  the  manors  of  Ryegate  and  Howlegb,  in  Surrey, 
and  another  grant  of  2,100/.  per  annum  out  of  the  fee-farm 
rents  of  the  crown.  Lord  Orford,  in  a  note  on  his  very 
flippant  character  of  lord  Somers,  thinks  these  grants 
formed  an  alloy,  but  has  not  told  us  how  lord  Somers's 
rank  was  to  be  kept  up  without  them*  **  One  mig^ht  as 
well,''  observes  lord  Hardwicke,  *^  lay  a  heavy  charge  on  his 
father's  (sir  Robert  Walpole]  memory,  for  the  grants  of 
lucrative  offices  obtained  for  his  family,  and  taking  a  pen- 
sion when  he  resigned.  Lord  Somers  raised  no  more  from 
his  offices  and  grants  than  a  fortune  which  enabled  him  to 
live  with  decency  and  elegance." 

Before  the  king's  departure  for  Holland,  in  the  summer 
of  tbe  year  1697,  his  majesty  communicated  to  lord  Somers 
a  proposition  made  by  count  Tallard,  to  prevent  a  war 
about  the  succession  to  the  crown  of  Spain,  upon  the 
death  of  the  then  monarch  of  that  kingdom ;  and  the  chan- 
cellor afterwards  received  a  letter  from  his  majesty,  then 
in  Holland,  informing  him,  that  fresh  ofiers  had  been 
made  to  tbe  same  purpose ;  and  requiring  him  to  dispatch 
full  powers,  under  the  great  seal,  with  the  names  in  blank, 
to  empower  his  majesty  to  treat  with  the  before  mentioned 
Count.  This  order  he  accordingly  complied  with ;  and  the 
negociations  being  immediately  entered  upon,  a  treaty  was 
concluded.  This  was  the  first  Partition-treaty;  and  in  the 
next  session  of  parliament,  which  began  Nov.  16, 1699,  great 
complaints  were  made  in  the  House  of  Commons  against^the 
chancellor ;  and  tbe  House  being  resolved,  on  Diec.  6,  to 
push  the  resumption  of  the  grants  of  tbe  Irish  forfeited 
estates,  by  tacking  it  to  tbe  land-tax-bill,  an  address  was 
concerted  on  April  10,  1700,  praying,  that  <^  John  lord 
Somers,  lord  chancellor  of  England,  should  be  removed 
for  ever  from  his  majesty's  presence  and  councils ;"  but  the 
majority  of  tbe  House  voted  against  any  such  address. 
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However,  the  parlmment  being  prorogued  the  next  d^jr 
his  majesty  sent  for  the  lord  chancellor,  and  desired  bioi 
to  surrender  the  seals  voluntarily;  but  this  his  lordship 
declined,  thinking  that  it  would  imply  a  consciousness  of 
guilt  He  told  the  king,  however,  that  whensoever  his 
majesty  should  send  a  warrant  under  his  hand,  command- 
ing htm  to  deliver  them  up,  he  would  immediately  obey  it. 
Accordingly  an  order  was  brought  to  him  for  this  purpose 
by  lord  Jersey,  upon  which  the  seak  were  sent  to  the 
king.  Thus  was  lord  Somers  removed  from  the  post  of 
chancellor,  the  duties  of  which  he  had  discharged  with 
great  integrity  and  ability ;  and  although  this  was  contrary 
to  the  king's  inclinations  to  make  such  a  sacrifice,  it  was 
not  sufficient  to  appease  the  tory  party,  who  now  formed  a 
design  to  impeach  him.  This  his  lordship  in  some  measure 
anticipated,  by  sending,  on  April  14,  1701,  a  message  to 
the  House  of  Commons,  in  which,  **  having  heard  that  the 
House  was  in  a  debate  concerning  him,  he  desired  that  he 
night  be  admitted  and  heard.'*  This  was  granted,  and  a 
ohair  being  set  by  the  serjeant,  a  little  within  the  bar  on 
the  left  hand,  he  had  directions  to  acquaint  lord  Somers, 
that, he  might  come  in;  and  on  his  entrance  the  Speaker 
informed  him,  that  he  might  repose  himself  in  the  chair 
provided  for  him.  His  lordship  then  defended  himself 
with  respect  to  his  share  in  concluding  the  partition-treaty, 
which  was  the  principal  charge  against  him  in  that  House, 
and,  according  to  Burnet,  **  spoke  so  fully  and  clearly, 
that,  upon  bis  withdrawing,  it  was  believed,  if  the  ques- 
tion had  been  quickly  put,  the  whole  matter  had  been  soon 
at  an  end,  and  that  the  prosecution  would  have  been  let 
fall.  But  his  enemies  drew  out  the  debate  to  such  a  length, 
that  the  impression,  which  his  speech  had  made,  was 
much  worn  out ;  and  the  House  sitting  till  it  was  past  mid- 
night, thev  at  last  carried  it  by  a  majority  of  seven  or  eight 
to  impeach  him.'* 

On  the  19th  of  May  following,  the  articles  of  impeach- 
ment against  lord  Somers  were  carried  to  the  House  of 
Peers,,  but  a  misunderstanding  arising  between  the  two 
Houses,  he  was  acquitted  by  the  Lords^  without  any  farther 
prosecution  of  the  Commons.  King  William  dying  not 
long  after,  lord  Somers,  not  being  a  favourite  at  the  dew 
court,  withdrew  from  public  life,  and  spent  much  of  his 
time  at  has  seat  near  Cheshunt  in  Hertfordshire,  in  the 
study  of  history,  antiquities,  and  polite  literature.  From 
1698  to  170y  he  had  sat  as  president  of  the  Royal  Society^ 
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t>f  which  he  had  been  elected  a  fellow  in  the  first  of  these 
years.  He  still  continued  his  attendance  in  the  House  of 
Peers,  where  he  opposed  the  bill  to  prevent  occasional 
nonconformity ;  and  was  one  of  the  managers  for  the  Lords^ 
in  the  conference  between  the  two  Houses  upon  that  bill 
in  1702.  In  1706  he  projected  the  plan  for  the  union  of 
England  and  Scotland,  and  was  appointed  by  queen  Anne 
one  of  the  managers.  The  same  year  he  introduced  a  hill 
for  preventing  delays  and  expences  in  proceedings  at  law ; 
and  also  some  regulations  with  regard  to  passing  private 
acts  of  parliament. 

'Upon  a  change  of  measures  in  1708,  he  was  again  called 
into  office,  and  appointed  president  of  the  council.  But 
the  whig  interest,  of  which  he  was  the  chief  support,  began 
now  rapidly  to  decline.  The  same  engine  was  played  off 
^  against  it,  which  has  so  often  since  been  the  last  resource 
of  party  animosity.  The  empty  splendours  of  conquest 
were  derided;  and  the  people  warned  that,  while  they 
joined  in  the  huzza  of  victory,  they  were  impoverishing 
themselves  merely  to  enrich  a  few  creatures  of  the  minister. 
Swift  had  no  small  concern  in  this  revolution  of  the  public 
mindj  by  his  pamphlet  on  **  The  Conduct  of  the  Allies.'* 
Another  change  of  administration  was  effected  in  1710, 
and  lord  Somers  once  more  retired  from  public  life.  To* 
wards  the  latter  end  of  queen  Anne's  reign  he  grew  very 
infirm,  and  survived  the  powers  of  his  understanding.  Mr. 
Cooksey,  one  of  his  biographers,  and  a  descendant,  attri- 
butes this  to  a  cause  which  every  admirer  of  lord  Somers 
must  regret,  and  perhaps  wish  suppressed  '^.  His  lordship 
died  of  an  apoplexy,  April  26,  1716. 

*  Mr.  Cooksej,  sn  mitbusia&tic  ad-  tuffer  more  than  he  did  from  indolgini; 

nirer  of  lord  Somen,  and  who  defendi  ibis  farourite  maxim,  in  whicb  he  was 

him  ably,  as  well  as  indigoanUy,  against  by  uo  means  nice,  or  in  the  least  degree 

tbe  tasinuatiofls  of  Swift,  &c.  has  yet  delicate.    To  this  was  owing  his  fre- 

conclnded  hit  Essay  on  the  life  and  quent  illnesses  and  calls  to  Tunbridge; 

character  of  hi«  lordship,  with  the  fol-  and,  what  was  worst  of  all,  that  wretch- 

lowing  particulars,  more  seriously  af-  ed  state  to   which  the  brightest  parts 

fcctiog  bis  character  than  all  that  \n%  and  intellects  God  ever  bestowed  on 

contemporary  enemies  bad  advanced,  man,  were  reduced  before  bis  final  di^- 

**  His  (lord  Somers's)  ideas,  as  to  con*  sohitiott.'* — We  know  not  bow  to  re- 

nesion  with  women  (having  been  dis-*  conoile  this  with  Miss  More*s  iotroduc- 

appointed  in  his  first  attachment,  on  ing  bis  lordnhip  in  her  **  Religion  of  ibo 

which  be  renounced    ever    after   the  Fashionable  World,"  as  one  who  "  was 

thought  of  marrying)  were  such  as  he  not  only  remarkable  for  a  strict  attend- 

professes  and  teaches  in  the  Tale  of  a  ance  on  the  public  duties  of  rali^ion, 

Tub  f,jacere  coVeclwn  humorem  m  coT'  but  for  maintaining  them  with  e quai 

ppra  quteque.    Nor  did  any  man  ever  exactuess  in  his  family.'* 

f  Mr.  Cooksey,  as  we  shall  toon  not'ce,  atliibntes  the  **  Tale  of  a  Tub' 
to  lord  Somen. 

P   2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


212  S  O  M  E  R  S. 

Many  are  the  encomiams  which  have  been' bestowed 
upon  this  noble  and  illustrious  person.  Burnet  tells  us 
that  **  be  was  very  learned  in  bis  own  profession,  with  a 
great  deal  more  learning  in  other  professions ;  in  divinity, 
philosophyi  and  history.  He  bad  a  great  capacity  for 
business,  with  an  extraoifdinary  temper ;  for  he  was  fair 
and  gentle,  perhaps  to  a  fault,  considering  his  post :  so 
that  he  had  all  the  patience  and  softness,  as  well  as  the 
justice  and  equity,  becoming  a  great  magistrate.*'  Lord 
Orford  calls  him  ^*  one  of  those  divine  men,  who,  like  a 
chapel  in  a  palace,  remain  unprofaned,  while  all  the  rest  is 
tyranny,  corruption,  and  folly.  All  the  traditional  ac- 
counts of  him,  the  historians  of  the  last  age,  and  its  best 
authors,  represent  him  as  the  most  incorrupt  lawyer,  and 
the  honestest  statesman,  as  a  master-orator,  a  genius  of  the 
finest  taste,  and  as  a  patriot  of  the  noblest  and  most  ex- 
tensive views ;  as  a  man  who  dispensed  blessings  by  his 
life,  and  planned  them  for  posterity."  He  was  a  very  great 
patron  of  men  of  parts  and  learning,  and  particularly  of  Mr. 
Addison,  who  has  drawn  his  character  at  large  in  one  of 
his  **  Freeholders,"  in  that  of  May  4,  1716,  where  he  has 
chosen  his  lordship's  motto  for  that  of  his  paper,  ^*  Pro- 
desse  quam  conspici.''  Lord  Somers  was  one  of  those 
who  first  redeemed  Milton's  "  Paradise  Lost"  from  that 
obscurity  in  which  party* prejudice  and  hatred  had  suf- 
fered it  long  to  lie  neglected,  and  ^^ho  pointed  out  the 
merits  of  that  noble  poem.  The  most  unfavourable  cha- 
racter of  lord  Somers  is  that  drawn  by  Swift,  once  his 
friend,  as  appears  by  the  dedication  of  the  ^'Tale  of  a  Tub,'* 
if  that  be  Swift's ;  and  here  we  may  notice  that  lord  So- 
mers's  biographer,  Mr.  Cooksey,  offers  some  arguments,  and 
combines  some  facts,  to  prove  that  this  satire  was  the  pro- 
duction of  his  lordship,  and  of  his  gay  young  friend  lord 
Shrewsbury.  The  characters  of  Peter,  Jack,  and  Martin, 
are  said  to  have  been  sketched  from  living  persons,  and 
these  sketches  of  character,  after  many  years  remaining  in 
MS.  and  passing  through  the  hands  of  lord  Shaftesbury 
and  sir  Williatn  Temple,  are  said  to  have  been  published 
by  dean  Swift.  That  this  work  was  the  sportive  produc- 
tion of  Mr.  Somers,  **  I  have  no  doubt,"  says  Mr.  Cooksey, 
^*  from  the  private  tradition  of  the  family,  and  drawn  by  him 
from  real  life,  and  originals  within  his  own  observation." 
Blurton,  the  uncle  of  Mr.  Somers,  a  good  and  pious  man, 
furnished,  it  is  said,  the  portrait  of  the  church  of  England 
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anan.  The  character  of  Jack,  the  Calvinist,  exhibited  that 
of  his  grandfather,  Sotners,  who  was  so  devoted  an  ad- 
inirer  of  Richard  Baxter,  of  presbyterian  memory,  as  to  be 
induced  to  spend  most  of  bis  latter  days  with  him  at  Kid- 
derminster, and  to  direct  his  remains  to  be  deposited  tinder 
a  cross  in  the  church-yard  there,  as  he  supposed  the 
ground  hallowed  by  the  sanctity  of  Baxter.  Peter  had  his 
lineaments  from  father  Petre,  the  Jesuit  Lord  Somers's 
later  biographer,  Mr.  Maddock,  after  examining  the  pro- 
bability of  this  story,  discredits  it,  and  leaves  the  ^^  Tale  of 
a  Tub*'  the  property  of  its  generally  reputed  author,  dean 
Swift ;  and  most  readers,  we  apprehend,  will  be  more  in* 
dined  to  acquiesce  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Maddock  than  in 
that  of  Mr.  Cooksey. 

The  other  works  attributed  ta  lord  Somers,  with  more 
or  less  authority,  are,  1.  "  Dryden's  Satire  to  his  Muse  ;** 
but  this  has  been  disputed.  Mr.  Malbne  says,  the  author  of 
this  severe  attack  on  Dryden  has  never  been  discovered. 
Pope  assures  us  that  lord  Somers  ^<  was  wholly  ignorant  of 
it ;''  but,  says  Mr.  Malone,  *^  if  Somers  bad  written  any 
part  of  this  libel  (we  cannot  suppose  him  to  have  written 
the  scandalous  part  of  it)  thirty  years  before  he  was  ac- 
quainted with  Pope,  is  it  probable  that  he  would  have  made 
a  young  author  of  four-and-twenty  the  depositary  of  his 
secret?  Two  years  before  this  satire  was  published,  he 
bad  appeared  as  a  poet ;  and  near  two  hundred  lines  of  it, 
that  is,  nearly  two  parts  out  of  three,  are  a  political  enco- 
mium and  vindication  of  the  whigs,  without  any  offensive 
personality,  couched  in  such  moderate  poetry  as  is  found 
in  Somers's  acknowledged  poetical  productions.''  Lord 
Somers's  other  and  acknowledged  poems  were,  2.  '*  Trans- 
lation of  the  Epistle  of  Dido  to  i£neas."  3.  <<  Translation 
of  Ariadne  to  Theseus,"  Of  the  prose  kind  were,  4. 
«  Transition  of  Plutarch's  life  of  Alcibiades."  5.  «  A  just 
and  modest  Vindication  of  the  proceedings  of  the  two  last 
ParliamenU,"  1681,  4to,  first  written  by  Algernon  Sid- 
ney,  but  neW'drawn  by  Somers,  published  in  Baldwin's 
collection  of  pamphlets  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  The 
two  following  are  doubtful :  6.  **  The  Security  of  English- 
men's Lives,  or  the  trusty  power,  and  duty  of  the  Grand 
Juries  of  England  explained  according  to  the  fundamentals 
of  the  English  government,  &c."  1682,  and  1700.  7. "  Lord 
Somers's  Judgment  of  whole  kingdoms  in  the  power,  &c. 
of  Kings^"  1710^  8vo>  but  bearing  no  resemblance  to  hit 
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•tyle  or  maoner.  With  more  ceruinty  we  may  add,  8.  <<  A 
Speech  at  the  conference  on  the  word  Abdicated^**  in  the 
General  Diccionary,  and  pcobably  published  separately. 
9.  ^<  Another  on  tbe  same  occasion.'*  10.  *^  Speeches  at 
the  trial  of  lord  Preston."  11.  <<  His  letter  to  king  WiU 
liam  on  the  Partitioni-treaty,**  12.  **  His  answer  to  bis  Im« 
peacbment*'  13.  ^'  Extracu  from  two  of  his  Letters  to  lord 
Wharton:**  14.  *^  Addresses  of  the  Lords  in  answer  to  Ad- 
dresses, of  tbe  Commons.**  15.  **  The  Argument  of  tbe  lord 
keeper  Somers  on  his  giving  judgment  in  the  Banker's  Case, 
delivered  in  the  exchequer  chamber,  July  23,  1696.'*  He 
is  supposed  likewise  to  have  written  **  Tbe  preface  to  Dc,  , 
TindaFs  Rights  of  the  Christian  Church/*  a  <' Brief  His- 
tory of  tbe  Succession,  collected  out  of  tbe  records,  writ-e 
ten  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  E.  of  H."  This  was  in 
fkvour  of  tbe  attempt  to  exclude  tbe  duke  of  York,  and 
was  re-printed  in  1714.  The  MSS.  of  this  able  statesman 
and  lawyer  filled  above  sixty  folio  volumes,  which  were 
destroyed  by  fire  in  Lincoln's  Inn,  in  1752.  Some  re- 
naio^,  which  tbe  fire  bad  spared,  were  published  by  lord 
flardwicke  in  1778,  4to,  entitle(f  "  State  Papers,  from  1 501 
to  172C!.*'  This  noble  editor  informs  us  that  the  treatise  on 
Grand  Jurors,  tbe  Vindication  of  the  last  Parliament  of 
Charles  IL  above-ipentioned,  and  tbe  famous  last  Speech 
of  king  William,  w«r^  all  found  in  the  band-writing  o( 
lord  Somers.  Tbe  **  Somers  Tracts,*'  so  frequently  re- 
ferred to,  -are  a  collection  of  scarce  pieces  in  four  sets  of 
four  volumes  each,  4to,  published  by  Cogan  from  pamph^ 
lets  chiefly  collected  by  lord  Somers.  His  lordship  left  a 
large  and  well-chosen  library  of  books,  and  many  curioiis 
MSS.^  Of  this  collection  Wbiston,  the  bookseller,  gives 
(be  following  account :  <^  Sir  J|oseph  Jekyll,  master  of  tbe ' 
rolls,  married  one  of  his  sisters :  the  other  was  married  to 
■  Cocks,  esq.  I  think ;  she  left  two  daughters,  one  of 
which  married  sir  Philip  Yorke,  who  thereby  came  to  the 
right  of  tbe  fourth  shar-e  of  that  collection,  and  purchased 
tl^  other  fourth.  They  consisted  of  about  6000  articles, 
and  were  vftlued  at  near  4000/.  by  Mr.  Gyles  and  Mr. 
Charles  Davies.  I  was  employed,  when  apprentice  to  Mr, 
Gyles,  in  dividing  them  between  sir  Jpseph  Jekyll  and  sir 
Philip  Yorke,  previous  to  which  I  called  them  over,  to. 
see  if  they  answered  the  catalogue.  Every  book  almost 
went  through  my  hands  four  or  five  times.  This  gave  me 
^a  opportunity,  when  young,  of  attaining  the  knowledge 
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^  many  scarce  books,  much  sooner  tbao  -  the  common 
course  of  business  would  have  done.  The  catalogue  waa 
excellently  well  ranged  in  sciences  and  their  subdivisions^ 
by  the  car6,  I  heard,  of  the  rev.  Humphrey  Wanley.  It 
was  about  1781  the  af&ir  was  finished.  A  fine  collection 
of  Bibles  in  all  languag;es  made  a  part.** 

Lord  Somers  never  married*  The  two  sisters  mentioned 
by  Mr.  Whiston,  were  Mary,  who  mariried  Charles  Cocks^ 
esq.  grandfather  to  Charles  Cocks,  created  baron  Someis 
in  1784;  and  Catherine,  who  married  James  Harris,  esq* 
of  Salisbury,  tbe  ancestor  of  lord  Malmsbury.  The  eldest 
daughter  by  this  marriage,  Elizabeth,  married  sir  Joseph 
Jekyl,  master  of  the  rolls,  who  introduced  Mr.  Yorke  to 
Mr.  Cocks,  as  a  proper  match  for  his  eldest  daughter,  Mar* 
garet,  then  the  young  widow  pf  Mr.  William  Lygon  of 
Madersfield.' 

SOMERVILE  (WiLUAM),  an  English  poet,  was  de- 
scended from  a  very  ancient  family  in  the  coonty  of  War* 
wick.  His  ancestors  bad  large  possessions  at  Kingston,  in 
Worcestershire,  so  early  as  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  He 
was  tbe  son  of  Robert  Somervile,  of  Edston,  in  Warwick- 
shire, and,  as  he  says  himself,  was  born  near  Avon's  banks* 
He  was  born  at  Edston,  in  Warwickshire,  in  1692,  bred 
at  Winchester  school,  and  chosen  from  thence  fellow  of 
New  college,  Oxford,  as  was  his  brother  Dr.  Somervile, 
rector  of  Adderbury,  in  Oxfordshire.  Dr.  Johnson  saysy 
he  ^'  never  heard  of  him  but  as  a  poet,  a  country  gentle* 
man,  and  a  useful  justice  of  tbe  peace  ;*'  and  indeed  very 
little  is  known  of  his  history. 

The  following  account,  copied  from  the  letters  of  bis 
friend  Sbenstone,  will  be  read  with  pain  by  those  whom 
bis  poems  have  delighted.  ^*  Our  old  friend  Somervile  is 
dead  !  I  did  not  imagine  I  could  have  been^o  sorry  as  I 
find  myself  on  this  occasion,  *  Sublatum  quserimus.*  I  can 
DOW  excuse  all  bis  foibles,  impute  them  to  age  and  to  dis- 
tress of  circumstances;  tbe  last  of  these  considerations 
wrings  my  very  soul  to  think  on.  For  a  man  of  high  spirit, 
conscious  of  having  (at  least  in  one  production)  generally 
pleased  tbe  world,  to  be  plagued  and  threatened  by  wretches 
that  are  low  in  every  sense,  to  be  forced  to  drink  himself 

>  Om.  Diet. — Biog.  Brit— Naih's  Woivetterthirt.— Hiidal's  Historj  of 
Evesham. — Swift's  Works. — Mslooe's  Drydeo»— Burnet's  Oim  Times.— Birch*s 
TillotoOB.-^WIustoa's  MS  notes  in  the  first  edition  of  this  Dictioonrf.— Life^  bjr 
Cuoks^,  Md  by  Haddock,  4to.^Park'i  Rojal  and  Nobk  Aathors,  kc. 
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into  paint  of  the  body  in  order  to  get  rid  of  the  pains  of 
the  mind,  is  a  misery.*'     He  died  July  14,  1743. 
'    From  lady  Laxborough*s  Letters,  p.  2 11 ,  we  find  that  Mr. 
Somerrile  translated  from  Voltaire  the  play  of  '^Abira,'* 
which  was  then  in  mantiscript  in  her  hands. 

Hb  distresses,  says  Dr.  *  Johnson,  need  not  be  much 
pitied :  his  estate  is  said  to  have  been  fifteen  hundred  a 
year,  which  by  his  death  devolved  to  lord  Somervile,  of 
Scotland.  His  mother,  indeed,  who  lived  till  ninety,  bad 
m  jointure  of  six  hundred.  Dr.  Johnson  regrets  his  not 
being  better  enabled  to  exhibit  memorials  of  a  writer,  who 
at  least  must  be  allowed  to  have  set  a  good  example  to 
men  of  his  own  class,  by  devoting  part  of  his  time  to  ele* 
gant  knowledge ;  and  who  has  shewn  by  the  subjects  which 
bis  poetty  has  adorned,  that  it  is  practicable  to  be  at  once 
a  skilful  sportsman  and  a  man  of  letters.  He  tried  many 
modes  of  poetry ;  and  though  perhaps  he  has  not  in  any 
reached  such  excellence  as  to  raise  much  envy,  it  may 
commonly  be  said  at  least,  that  *^  he  writes  very  well  fbr  a 
gentleman.''  His  serious  pieces  are  sometimes  elevated, 
and  his  trifles  are  sometimes  elegant.  His  subjects  are 
commonly  such  as  require  no  great  depth  of  thought  or 
energy  of  expression.  His  fables  are  generally  stale,  and 
therefore  excite  no  curiosity*  Of  his  favourite,  The  Two 
Springs,  the  fiction  is  unnatural,  and  the  moral  inconse- 
quential. In  his  Tales  there  b  too  much  coarseness,  with 
too  little  care  of  language,  and  not  sufficient  rapidity  of 
narration.  As  a  poet,  however,  he  is  chiefly  known  by  his 
<<  Chace/'  which  is  entitled  to  great  praise  as  a  descriptive 
poem. ' 

SOMNER  (WitUAM),  an  eminent  English  antiquary, 
was  born  at  Canterbury,  March  30,  1606,  according  to  the 
account  given  by  his  wife  and  son ;  but,  according  to  the 
register  of  the  parish  of  St.  Margaret's,  much  earlier,  for 
it  represents  him  to  have  been  baptized  Nov.  5,  1598.  It 
was  a  proper  birth-place  for  an  antiquary,  being  one  of  the 
most  ancient  cities  in  England ;  and  Somner  was  so  well 
pleased  with  it,  that,  like  Claudian*s  good  old  citizen  of 
Verona,  within  the  walls,  or  in  the  sight  of  them,  he  grew^ 
up,  lived,  and  died.  He  was  of  a  reputable  family ;  and 
bis  father  was  registrar  of  the  court  of  Canterbury  under  sir 

1  JohntOD't  Li?et^ — Shemtime't  Works,  vol.  III.  p,  48,— litdj  Loxboroofl^*! 
Letters,  p.  175,  SU Geot.  Mag.  toL  LXXXIV. 
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Nathaniel  Brent,  comroitsaivy.  At  a  proper  age  he  was 
sent  to  the  free-school  of  that  city,  irhere  be  seems  to  bare 
acqoired  a  competent  knowledge  of  tbe  Latin  language  at 
least.  Thence  be  was  removed,  and  placed  as  clerk  to  his 
father  in  tbe  ecclesiastical  courts  of  that  diocese ;  and  was 
afterwards  pt'eferred  to  a  creditable  office  in  tbose  courts 
by  archbisbop  Laud.  His  natural  bent  in  the  mean  time- 
lay  to  the  study  of  antiquities  ;  and  he  took  all  opportu- 
nities of  indulging  it.  He  was  led  early,  in  bis  walks 
through  the  suburbs  and  tbe  fields  of  tbat  city,  to  survey 
the  British  bricks,  tbe  Roman  ways,  the  Danish  bills  and 
works,  the  Saxon  monasteries,  and  tbe  Norman  churches^ 
This  was  bis  amusement  abroad  ;  at  home  he  delighted  in 
old  manuscripts,  leger*books,  rolls  and  records ;  his  know- 
ledge of  which  was  such,  that  upon  questions  concerning 
descent  of  families,  tenure  of  estates,  dedication  of  churches, 
right  of  tithes,  and  the  history  of  use  and  custom,  be  was 
consulted  by  all  his  neighbours. 

In  1640  be  published  "The  Antiquities  of  Canterbury,** 
4to ;  an  accurate  performance,  and  very  seasonably  exe- 
cuted, as  it  preserved  from  oblivion  many  monuments  of 
antiquity,  which  were  soon  after  buried  by  civil  discord  in 
niin.  This  work  obtained  a  high  character ;  and  Dr.  Meric 
Casaubon,  prebendary  of  Canterbury,  and  a  great  encou- 
rager  of  our  author  in  his  studies,  represents  it  as  "  ex* 
ceedingly  useful,  not  only  to  those  who  desire  to  know  the 
state  of  that  once  flourishing  city,  but  to  all  tbat  are  cu* 
rious  in  tbe  ancient  English  history.'*  It  was  reprinted  in 
folio,  with  cuts,  and  revised  and  enlarged  by  the  editor, 
Nicholas  Batteley,  to  which  be  added  a  second  part,  of  his 
own  composition.  Thus  far  Somner  bad  searched  only  into 
the  Latin  writers,  and  such  national  records  as  had  been 
penned  since  the  Norman  conquest :  but  bis  thirst  after 
antiquities  urged  him  to  proceed,  and  to  attain  the  British 
and  Saxon  tongues.  To  acquire  the  British,  there  were 
rtfles  of  grammar,  explications  of  words,  and  other  suf« 
ficient  memoirs,  besides  the  living  dialect,  to  guide  a  man 
of  industry  and  resolution  ;  but  tbe  Saxon  was  extinct,  and 
tbe  monuments  of  it  so  few  and  so  latent,  that  it  required 
infinite  courage  as  well  as  patience.  Encouraged,  how* 
ever,  by  bis  friend  Casanbon,  and  being  of  an  active  spirit, 
be  did  not  despair ;  but,  beginning  his  work,  he  succeeded 
so  wonderfully,  as  to  be  compared  with  the  most  knowing 
in  that  way  :  and  be  has  always  been  ranked  by  the  best 
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judges  among  the  few  cdmplete  critics  in  the  Saxon  lan« 
guage.  His  skill  in  this  obliged  htm  to  inquire  into  most 
of  the  ancient  European  languages ;  ^nd  made  him  alto  go 
through  the  Old  Gaelic,  Irish,  Scotch,  and  Danish  dialects, 
and  yet  more  particularly  the  Gothic,  SclaTonian,  and 
German.  Of  his  perfection  in  the  latter  he  gave  the  world 
a  public  specimen  on  the  following  occasion.  While  his 
friend  Casaubon  was  employed  in  an  essagr  on  the  Saxoa 
tongue,  he  met  with  an  epistle  of  Lipsius  to  Schottus,  which 
contained  a  large  catalogue  of  old  German  words,  in  use 
with  that  nation  eight  or  nine  hundred  years  before«  Ca- 
saubon thought  that  many  of  them  had  a  great  affinity  to 
the  Saxon  ;  and,  therefore,  being  then  in  London,  sent 
down  the  catalogue  to  Somner  at  Canterbury ;  who  in  a  few 
days  returned  his  animadversions  upon  them,  and  shewed 
the  relation  of  the  German  with  the  Saxon  language. 
They  were  published  as  an  appendix  to  Casaubon's  essay 
in  1650,  8vo;  at  which  time  the  same  Casaubon  informs 
us,  <^  that  Somner  would  have  printed  all  his  useful  labours, . 
and  have  written  much  more,  if  that  fatal  catastrophe  had 
not  interposed,  which  brought  no  less  desolation  upon  let- 
ters than  upon  the  land.*' 

6omner*s  reputation  was  now  so  well  establislied  that  no 
monuments  of  antiquity  could  be  further  published  without 
his  advice  and  helping  hand.  In  1652,  when  a  collection  of 
historians  came  forth  under  this  title  *^  Historic  Anglicame 
Soriptores  X.  ex  vet  MSS.  nunc  primum  in  lucem  editi," 
the  Appendix,  or  Glassariunif  (See  iStFRic,}  was  the  labour 
of  Mr.  Somner :  whom  sir  Roger  Twisden,  who,  with  the 
assistance  of  archbishop  Usher  and  Mr.  Selden,  published 
these  historians,  represents  in  the  preface  as  ^*  a  man  of  pri- 
mitive probity  and  candour,  a  most  sagacious  searcher  iuto 
the  antiquities  of  bis  country,  and  most  expert  in  the  Saxon 
tongue.''  Hickes  afterwards  calls  this  glossary  of  Somner's 
**  incomparable,  a  truly  golden  work ;  without  whioh  the 
ten  historians  had  been  imperfect  and  little  useful."  Spm* 
ner's  friends  had  still  more  work  for  him :  they  observed  it 
was  impossible  to  cultivate  any  language,  or  recommend  it 
to  learners,  without  the  help  of  a  dictionary ;  and  this  was 
yet  wanting  to  the  Saxon.  On  him,  therefore,  they  laid 
the  mighty  task  of  compiling  one :  but,  as  this  work  re- 
quired much  time  and  great  expence,  it  became  an  object 
to  contrive  some  competent  reward  and  support,  besides 
li0brdiog  him  their  countenance  and  assistance.  Sir  Henry 
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Spdman  bad  founded  at  Cambridge  a  lecture  for  <<  pro-* 
moting  the  Saxon  tongue,  either  by  reading  it  publicly^  or 
by  the  edition  of  Saxon  ipanuscripts,  and  other  boolis  */' 
and,  this  lecture  being  vacant  in  1657,  archbishop  Usher 
recoanmended  Somner  to  the  patron,  Roger  Spelman,  es^ 
grandson  of  the  founder,  that  '^  he  would  confer  on  him 
the  pecuniary  stipend,  to  enable  him  to  prosecute  a  Saxon 
dictionary,  which  would  more  improve  that  tongue,  than 
bare  academic  lectures."  Accordingly,  Somber  bad  the 
salary,  and  now  pursued  the  work,  in  which  he  had  already 
made  considerable  progress ;  for  it  was  published  at  Ox** 
ford  in  April  1659,  with  an  inscription  to  al|  studenU  in 
the  Saxon  tongue,  a  dedication  ta  his  patron  Roger  SpeU 
man,  esq.  and  a  preface. 

Just  before  the  Restoration,  he  was  imprisoned  in  the 
castle  of  Deal,  for  endeavouring  to  procure  hands  to  pe« 
lition  for  a  free  parliament*  .  In  1660,  he  was  made  master 
of  St.  John's  hospital,  in  the  suburbs  of  Canterbury;  and 
about  the  same  time  auditor  of  Christ-church,  in  that  city. 
The  same  year  he  published,  in  quarto,  *^  A  treatise  of 
GaveNkind,  both  name  and  thing,  shewing  the  true  ety- 
mology and  derivation  of  the  one  ;  the  nature,  antiquity, 
and  original,  of  the  other ;  with  sundry  emergent  obser* 
vations,  both  pleasant  and  profitable  to  be  known  of  Ken* 
tishmen  and  others,  especially  such  as  are  studious  either 
of  the  ancient  custom,  or  the  common  law  of  this  king* 
dom.''  In  this  work  he  shewed  himself  an  absolute  civilian, 
and  a  complete  common  lawyer,  as  well  as  a  profound  ani* 
tiquary. ,  This  was  his  last  publication  :  he  left  behind  him 
inany  observations  in  manuscript,  and  some  treatises,  one 
of  which,  '^  of  the  Roman  poru  and  forts  in  Kent,"  was 
published  at  Oxford,  1693,  8vo,  by  James  firome,  M.  A« 
rector  of  Cheriton,  and  chaplain  to  the  Cioque*ports ;  and 
^^JuHi  CsBsaris  Portus  Iccius  illustratus  a  Somnero,  Du 
Fresne,  et  Gibson,"  was  printed  at  the  same  place,  1624, 
8vo.  To  the  former  is  prefixed  his  life  by  White  Kennet, 
afterwards  bishop  of  Peterborough.  These  works  were  parts 
of  an  intended  history  of  the  antiquities  of  Kent. 

Somner  died  March  30,  1669,  after  having  been  twice 
piarried,  and  was  buried  in  the  north  aile  of  St.  Margaret'^ 
church,  Canterbury,  where  is  an  inscription  to  his  memory. 
Pr.  Kennet  tells  us,  that  **  he  was  courteous,  without  de^r 
sign ;  wise,  without  a  trick ;  faithful,  without  a  reward ; 
gamble  wi  coinpasstonate ;  moderate  %nd  equal ;   ne?^ 
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fretted  by  bit  afflictions,  nor  elated  by  the  favoiinof  bea« 
ven  and  good  men.''  Of  his  <<  Saxon  Dictionary"  he  says, 
*^  For  this,  indeed,  is  a  farther  honour  to  the  work,  and  the 
author  of  it,  that  it  was  done  in  the  days  of  anarchy  and 
confusion,  of  ignorance  and  iyranny,when  all  the  professors 
of  true  religion  and  good  literature  were  silenced  and  op- 
pressed. And  yet  Providence  so  ordered,  that  the  loyal 
suffering  party  did  all  that  was  done  for  the  improvement 
of  letters,  and  the  honour  of  the  nation.  Those  that  in- 
truded into  the  places  of  power  and  profit  did  nothing  but 
defile  the  press  with  lying  new  and  fast  sermons,  while  the 
poor  ejected  churchmen  did  works  of  which  the  world  was 
not  worthy."  This  opinion,  which  is  not  strictly  just,  is 
yet  considerably  strengthened  by  an  appeal  which  Dn 
Kennet  makes  to  the  ^'  Monasticon,  the  Decern  Scripto- 
res,  the  Polyglot  Bible,  the  London  Critics,  the  Council 
of  Florence^  and  the  Saxon  Dictionary.*'  Somner's  many 
well-selected  books  and  choice  manuscripts  were  pur- 
chased by  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Canterbury  for  the  li-* 
brary  of  that  church,  where  they  now  remain.  A  catalogue 
of  his  manuscripts  is  subjoined  to  the  life  abovementioned. 
He  was  a  man  **  antiquis  moribus,"  of  great  integrity  and 
simplicity  of  manners.  He  adhered  to  king  Charles,  rn 
the  time  of  his  troubles ;  and,  when  he  saw  him  brought 
to  the  block,  his  zeal  could  no  longer  contain  itself,  but 
broke  out  into  a  passionate  elegy,  entitled  ^^Theinsecu^ 
rity  of  princes,  considered  in  an  occasional  meditation  upon 
the  king's  late  sufferings  and  death,"  1648,  4to.  Soon 
after,  he  published  another  affectionate  poem,  to  which 
is  prefixed  the  pourtraicture  of  Charles  I.  before  his 
EiM0v  d^fAoo),  and  this  title,  '^  The  frontispiece  of  the  king's 
book  opened,  with  a  poem  annexed,  *  The  Insecurity  of 
Princes,'  &c."  4to. 

Among  his  friends  and  correspondents  were  the  arch* 
l)ishops  Laud  and  Usher,  sir  Robert  Cotton,  sir  William 
Dugdale,  sir  Simonds  D'Ewes,  the  antiquary  Mr.  William 
Burton,  sir  John  Marsbam,  Elias  Ashmole,  esq.  and  others 
of  the  same  stamp  and  character.  A  print  of  him  is  placed 
over-against  the  titlepage  of  his  treatise  **  Of  the  Roman 
ports  and  forts  in  Kent."  ' 

SOPHOCLES,  an  ancient  Greek  tragic  poet,  was  born 
at  Athens  in  the  71st  olympiad,  about  500  B.  C.      His 

I  |4fe  by  Kennet,— 'fiiog.  Brit.— Gough*f  Topography.— Pecl^t  X)eiiderat«t   [ 
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/atber  Sophilus,  of  whose  condition  nothing  certain  can  be 
collected,  educated  him  in  all  the  politer  accomplishments: 
be  learned  music  and  dancing  of  Lamprus,  as  Athenseus 
says ;  and  had  ^scbylus  for  bis  master  in  poetry.  He  was 
about  sixteen  at  the  time  of  Xerxes's  expedition  into 
Greece :  and  being  at  Salamis,  where  the  Grecians  were 
employed  in  fixing  the  monuments  of  the  victory,  after  the 
flight  of  that  prince,  and  the  entire  rout  of  all  his  generals, 
be  is  reported  to  have  appeared  at  the  head  of  a  choir  of 
youths  ;  and  while  they  sung  a  pa&an,  to  have  guided  the 
measures  with  his  harp. 

He  was  fiye  and  twenty,  when  he  conquered  his  master 
JEscbylns  in  tragedy.  Cimon,  the  Athenian  general,  having 
found  Theseus's  bones,  and  bringing  the  noble  relics  with 
solemn  pomp  into  the  city,  a  contention  of  tragedians  was 
appointed;  as  was  usual  on  extraordinary  occasions.  iEs<* 
chylus  and  Sophocles  were  the  two  great  rivals ;  and  the 
prize  was  adjudged  to  Sophocles,  although  it  was  the  first 
play  he  ever  presented  in  public.  The  esteem  and  wonder 
that  all  Greece  expressed  at  his  wisdom,  made  him  con- 
ceived to  be  the  peculiar  favourite  of  the  gods.  Thus  they 
tell  us,  that  ^sculapius  did  him  the  honour  to  visit  him  at 
his  house ;  and,  from  a  story  related  by  Cicero,  it  should 
seem  that  Hercules  was  supposed  to  have  no  less  respect 
for  him.  Apollonius  Tyanensis,  in  his  oration  before 
Domitian,  tells  the  emperor,  that  Sophocles  the  Athenian 
was  able  to  check  and  restrain  the  furious  winds,  when  they 
were  visiting  his  country  at  an  unseasonable  time. 

This  opinion  of  his  extraordinary  worth  opened  him  a  free 
passage,  to  the  highest  offices  in  the  state.  We  find  him,  in 
Strabo,  going  in  joint  commission  with  Pericles,  to  reduce 
the  rebellious  Samians.  Cicero,  in  his  book  ^^  De  Senec<^ 
tute,"  produces-  Sophocles  as  an  example,  to  shew,  that 
the  weakness  of  the  memory  and  parts  is  not  a  necessary 
attendant  of  old  age.  He  observes,  that  this  great  man 
continued  the  profession  of  his  art,  even  to  his  latest  years; 
but  hia  sons  resented  this  severe  application  to  writing,  as  a 
neglect  of  his  family  and  estate.  On  this  account,  they  at 
last  brought  the  business  into  court  before  the  judges;  and 
petitioned  the  guardianship  of  their  father,  as  one  that  was 
grown  a  dotard,  and  therefore  incapable  of  managing  his 
concerns.  The  aged  poet,  being  acquainted  with  the  mo- 
tion, in  order  to  bis  defence,  came  presently  i(ito  court, 
^ud  recited  his  ^*  QBdipus  of  Colonos,^  a  tragedy  he  bad  just 
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before  finished;  and  then  desired  to  know,  whether  thiK 
piece  looked  like  the  work  of  a  dotard  ?  There  needed  no 
other  plea  in  his  favour;  for  the  judges,  admiring  and  ap« 
plauding  his  wit,  not  only  acquitted  him  of  the  charge,  but, 
as  Lucian  adds,  voted  his  sons  madmen  for  accusing  him. 
The  general  story  of  his  death  is,  that,  having  exhibited 
his  last  play,  and  obtained  the  prize,  he  fell  into  such  a 
transport  of  joy,  as  carried  him  off;  though  Lucian  differs 
from  the  common  report,  and  affirms  him  to  have  been 
choaked.by  a  grape-stoue,  like  Anacreon.  He  died  at 
Athens  in  his  90th  year,  as  some  say ;  in  his  95th,  according 
to  others,  B.  C.  405. 

If  £8ch3*lus  be  styled,  as  he  usually  has  been,  the  fa* 
ther,  Sophocles  will  certainly  demand  the  litle  of  the  mas** 
ter  of  tragedy;  since  what  the  former  brought  into  the 
world,  the  other  reduced  to  a  more  regular  form.     Dioge- 
nes Laertius,  when  he  would  give  us  the  highest  idea  of 
the  advances  Plato  made  in  philosophy,  compares  them  to 
the  improvements  of  Sophocles  in  tragedy.     The  chief 
reason  of  Aristotle*s  giving  him  the  preference  to  Euripides 
was,  his  allowing  the  chorus  an  interest  in  the  main  action, 
so  as  to  make  every  thing  to  conduce  regularly  to  the  main 
design;  whereas  we  often  meet  in  Euripides  with  a  rambling 
song  of  the  chorus,  entirely  independent  of  the  main  business 
of  the  play.     Aristotle,  indeed,  has  given  Euripides  the 
epithet  of  TfoyuukeOogf  but  it  is  easy  to  discover,  that  he  can 
mean  only  the  most  pathetic ;  whereas,  on  the  whole,  he 
gives  Sophocles  the  precedency,  at  least  in  the  most  noble 
perfections  of  oeconomy,  manners,  and  style.     Dionysius 
Halicarnassensis,   in  his  ^*  Art  of  Rhetoric,''    commends 
Sophocles  for  preserving  the  dignity  of  his  persons  and 
characters ;  whereas  Euripides,  says  he,  did  not  so  much 
consult  the  truth  of  his  manners,  as  their  conformity  to 
common  life.     He  gives  the  preference  to  Sophocles  on 
two  other  accounts :  first,  because  Sophocles  chose  the  no- 
blest and  most  generous  affections  and  manners  to  re- 
present ;  while  Euripides  employed  himself  in  expressing 
the  more  dishonest,  abject,  and  effeminate  passions ;  and, 
secondly,  because  the  former  never  says  any  thing  but  what 
is  necessary,  whereas  the  latter  frequently  amuses  the  reader 
with  oratorical  deductions.     Cicero  had  so  high  an  opinion 
of  Sophocles,  that  he  called  him  the  divine  poet;  and, 
Virgil,  by  bis  **  Sophocleo  cothurno,*'  has  left  a  mark  of 
distinction,  which  seems  to  denote  a  preference  of  Sopho- 
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cles  to  all  other  writers  of  tragedy.  Sophocles  is  certainly 
the  most  masterly  of  the  three  Greek  tragedians,  the  most 
correct  in  the  conduct  of  his  subject^,  and  the  most  just 
and  sublime  in  bis  sentiments  ;  and  is  eminent  for  his  de- 
scriptive talent 

Out  of  above  an  hundred  tragedies,  which  Sophocles 
wrote,  only  seven  remain.  They  have  been  frequently 
published,  separately  and  together ;  with  the  Greek  scho* 
lia  and  Latin  versions,  and  without.  The  first  edition  was 
by  Aldus  at  Venice  in  1502  ;  after  which  followed  those  of 
Tornebus,  4to.  1553;  of  H.  Stephens,  4to.  1568;  of  John*- 
son,  1705,  1746,  3  vols.  8vo;  of  Capperonius,  1781,  2  vols. 
4to;  of  Brunck,  1786,  2  vols.  4to,  and  1786—9,  3  vols. ; 
of  Musgrave,  Oxon.  1800,  3  vols.;  and  of  Both,  in  1806, 
2  vols.  8vo.  They  have  been  all  translated  into  English 
by  Francklin,  and  by  Potter. " 

SORBAIT  (Paul),  a  good  medical  writer,  a  native  of 
Hainaut,  was  physician  to  the  imperial  court,  and  profes- 
sor of  medicine  at  Vienna  for  twenty-four  years.  He  died 
in  1691,  at  an  advanced  age.  He  has  left,  I.  **  Comment 
taries  on  the  Aphorisms  of  Hippocrates,*'  in  Latin,  16B0, 
4to.  2.  '^  Medicina  universalis,  theoretica  et  practica,*' 
170],  foL  Though  this  work  has  been  much  esteemed^ 
as  solid  and  useful,  it  contains  some  things  which  at  pre* 
sent  appear  rather  strange^  3.  <'  Consilium  medicum,  sive 
dialogus  loimicus,  de  peste  Vienoen^i,*'  1679,  12roo.  He 
says  here,  that  the  plague  of  that  year  canned  off  76,92 1 
persons.  4.  Several  discourses  in  a  periodical  paper  en- 
titled "  Ephemerides  of  the  Curious  in  Nature."* 

SORBIERE  (Samuel),  a  French  writer,  was  born  of 
Protestant  parents  Sept.  7, 16 1 5,  His  father  was  a  trades- 
man; bis  mother  Louisa  was  the  sister  of  the  learned 
Samuel  Petit,  minister  of  Nismes.  These  dying  when  be 
was  young,  bis  uncle  Petit  educated  him  as  bis  own  child. 
Hqf^ing  laid  a  proper  foundation  in  languages  and  polite 
literature,  he  went  to  Paris,  where  he  studied  divinity ; 
but,  being  presently  disgusted  with  this,  be  applied  him- 
self to  physic,  and  soon  made  such  a  progress,  as  to  form 
an  abridged  system  for  his  own  use,  which  was  afterwards 
printed  on  one  sheet  of  paper.  He  went  into  Holland  in 
1642,  back  to  France  in  1645,  and  then  again  to  Holland 

*  Vottiag  de  Poet.  Or«c.— Fabric,  fiibt.  Grace.—- Reitkii  Animad.  in  Sopho- 
«|eQi.-»JDibdin't  Claf»ic9. — Warton's  £»My  on  i'opc— BUir*A  Lociuret. 

*  EX^f,  Diet  U^  Mcdecine. 
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in  1646,  in  whidi  year  he  married.  He  now  intended  to 
practise,  and  with  that  view  went  to  Leyden,  but  agaia 
changing  his  mind,  was  scarcely  settled  at  Leyden,  when 
be  returned  to  France,  and  was  made  principal  of  the  col- 
lege of  Orange  in  1650. 

in  ^1653  he  embraced  the  Popish  religion;  and,  going 
to  Paris  in  1654,  published,  according  to  custom,  a  dis- 
course upon  the  motives  of  his  conversion,  which  he  dedi- 
cated to  cardinal  Mazarine.  He  went  afterwards  to  Rome, 
where  he  made  himself  known  to  Alexander  VII,  by  a 
Latin  letter  addressed  to  that  pope,  in  which  he  inveighed 
against  the  envious  Protestants,  as  he  called  them.  Upon 
his  return  from  Rome,  he  came  over  to  England ;  and 
afterwards  published,  in  1664',  a  relation  of  his  voyage 
hither,  which  brought  him  into  trouble  and  disgrace ;  for, 
having  taken  some  unwarrantable  liberties  with  the  charac- 
ter of  a  nation  with  which  France  at  that  time  thought  it 
policy  to  be  on  good  terms,  he  was  stripped  of  his  title  of 
'<  Historiographer  of  France,*'  which  had  been  given  him 
by  the  king,  and  sent  for  some  time  into  banishment.  His 
book  also  was  discountenanced  and  discredited,  by  a  tract 
published  against  it  in  the  city  of  Paris ;  while  Sprat,  after- 
wards bishop  of  Rochester,  refuted  its  absurdities  in  ''  Ob« 
servations  on  M.  de  Sorbiere's  Voyage  into  England,*' 
1665,  12mo.  This  work  was  reprinted  with  an  English 
edition  of  Sorbiere's  voyage,  and  a  life  of  him  in  1709,  8vo. 
Voltaire  has  also  been  very  severe  upon  this  work :  ^*  I 
would  not,"  says  he,  **  imitate  the  late  Mr.  Sorbiere,  who, 
having  stayed  three  months  in  England,  without  knowing 
any  thing  either  of  its  manners  or  of  its  language,  thoughc 
fit  to  print  a  relation,  which  proved  but  a  dull  scurrilous 
satire  upon  a  nation  he  knew  nothing  of." 

Cardinal  Rospigliosi  being  likely  to  succeed  Alexander 
VII.  in  the  papal  chair,  Sorbiere  made  a  second  journey 
to  Rome.  He  was  known  to  the  cardinal  when  he  was  at 
Rome  before,  and  having  published  a  collection  of  poems  • 
in  his  praise,  fancied  that  promotion  must  follow.  Ro- 
.  spigliosi  was  made  pope,  and  took  the  name  of  Clement 
IX.;  but  Sorbiere  was  disappointed ;  fof,  though  the  pope 
gave  him  good  words, .  yet  he  gave  him  nothing  more,  ex- 
cept a  small  sum  to  defray  the  charges  of  bis  journey. 
Sorbiere  is  said  to  have  been  one  of  those  who  could  not 
be  content,  and  was  therefore  never  happy.  He  was  con- 
tinually complaining  of  the  injustice  and  cruelty  of  fortune; 
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and  yet  his  finances  were  always  decent,  and  be  lived  in 
tolerable  plenty.  Louis  XIV.  cardinal  Mazarine,  and  pope 
Alexander  V 11.  had  been  benefactors  to  him;  and  many 
were  of  opinion,  that  he  had  as  much  as  he  deserved.  He 
could  not  help  bemoaning  himself  even  to  Clement  IX. 
who  contenting'  himself,  as  we  have  observed,  with  doinoj 
him  some  little  honours,  without  paying  any  regani  to  his 
fortune,  is  said  to  have  received  this  co^nplaint  from  him, 
**  Most  holy  father,  you  give  ruffles  to  a  man  who  is  with- 
out a  shirt.'' 

In  the  mean  time,  it  is  supposed  that  Sorbiere's  connec* 
tions  would  have  advanced  him  higher  in  the  church,  if  he 
had  been  sound  in  his  principles ;  but  he  was  more  of  a 
philosopher  than  a  divine.  He  revered  the  memory  of 
such  writers  as  Rabelais,  whom  he  made  his  constant  study: 
Montaigne  and  Charron  were,  heroes  with  him,  nor  would 
he  suffer  them  to  be  ill  spoken  of  in  his  presence  :  and  he 
bad  a  known  attachment  to  the  principles  and  person  of 
Gassendi,  whose  life,  prefixed  to  his  works,  was  written 
by  Sorbiere.  These  connections  and  attachments  made 
bim  suspected  of  scepticism,  and  this  suspicion  was  proba* 
bly  some  check  to  his  promotion  :  for,  otherwise,  he  was  a 
man  of  learning,  and  not  destitute  of  good  qualities.  He 
.vras  very  well  skilled  in  languages  and  polite  literature,  and 
bad  some  knowledge  in  many  sciences.  He  died  of  a 
dropsy,  the  9th  of  April,  1670. 

Though  his  name  is  so  well  known  in  the  literary  world, 
yet  it  is  not  owing  to  any  productions  of  his  own,  but  ra« 
ther  to  the  connections  he  sought,  and  the  correspondences 
he  held  with  men  of  learning.  He  was  not  the  author  of 
any  considerable  work,  although  there  are  more  than  twenty 
publications  of  his  of  the  smaller  kind.  Some  have  been 
mentioned  in  the  course  of  this  memoir,  and  there  are 
others :  as,  <^  Lettres  &  Discours  sur  diverses  matieres 
curieuses,"  Paris,  1660,  4to;  **  Discours  sur  la  Comete,'* 
written  upon  Gassendi's  principles  against  comets  being 
portents,  1665;  *^  Discours  sur  la  transfusion  de  sang  d'un 
animal  dans  le  corps  d'un  homme,"  written  at  Rome; 
^' Discburs  sceptique  sur  le  passage  ^dn  chyle,  &  sur  |0 
mouvement  du  cceur,"  a  production  of  Gassendi,  but  pub^ 
lished  by  Sorbiere  in  bis  own  name.  He  published  in 
1669  at  Paris,  ^*  Epistoloc  illustrium  &  eruditorum  virorum;'' 
among  which  are  some  of  Clemen^  IXth's  letters  to  hinli, 
vhile  that  pope  was  yet  cardinal.     This  publication  was 
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ihottgbt  improper,  and  imputed  to  vanity.  He  translatad 
tome  of  our  English  authors  into  French  :  as  Morels  Uto* 
pia,  some  of  Hobbes's  works,  and  part  of  Camden's  Bri* 
tonnia.  He  corresponded  with  Hobbes ;  and  a  story  has 
been  circulated  of  bis  management  in  this  correspondence, 
which  is  not  much  to  his  credit.  Hobbes  used  to  write  to 
Sorbiere  on  philosophical  subjects;  and,  those  letters 
being  sent  by  him  to  Gassendi,  seemed  so  worthy  of  notice 
to  tlMt  great  man,  that  he  set  himself  to  write  proper  an- 
swers to  them.  Gassendi's  answers  were  sent  by  Sorbiere 
as  his  own  to  Hobbes,  who  thought  himself  happy  in  the 
correspondence  of  so  profound  a  philosopher :  but  at  length 
the  artifice  being  discovered,  Sorbiere  was  disgraced. 
Other  minute  performances  of  Sorbiere  are  omitted  as 
being  of  no  consequence  at  all.  There  is  a  "  Sorberiana,'' 
which  is  as  good  as  many  other  of  the  '*Ana;''  that  is, 
good  for  very  little.' 

SORBONNE  (Robert  de),  founder  of  the  celebrated 
college  called  after  him,  was  born  October  9,  1201,  at 
Sorbonne,  otherwise  Sorbon,  a  little  village  of  Rhetelois  in 
the  diocese  of  Rheims,  whence  he  had  bis  name.  His 
family  was  poor  and  obscure,  and  not  of  the  blood  royal 
as  Dupleix  imagined.  He  distinguished  himself  as  a  stu- 
dent at  Paris,  and  after  having  taken  a  doctor's  degree, 
devoted  his  whole  attention  to  preaching  and  religious  con- 
ferences, by  which  he  soon  became  so  celebrated  that  St. 
Louis  wished  to  hear  kim.  This  prince  immediately  con- 
ceived the  highest  esteem  for  Sorbonne,  invited  him  to 
his  own  table,  took  great  pleasure  in  his  conversation,  and 
in  order  to  have  him  more  constantly  about  his  person,  ap« 
pointed  him  his  chaplain  and  confessor.  Robert,  being 
made  canon  of  Cambray  about  1251,  and  reftectiug  on  the 
pains  it  had  cost  him  to  obtain  a  doctor's  degree,  deter- 
mined to  facilitate  the  acquisition  of  learning  to  poor  scho- 
lars. For  this  purpose  he  judged  that  the  most  convenient 
and  eflStacioos  plan  would  be  to  form  a  society  of  secular 
ecclesiastics,  who,  living  in  a  community,  and  having  the 
necessaries  of  life  provided  for  them,  should  be  wholly  em- 
ployed in  study,  and  teach  gratis.  All  his  friends  approved 
the  design,  and  offered  to  assist  him  both  with  their  for- 
tunes and  their  advice.  With  their  assisUnce,  Robert  de 
Sorbonne  founded,  in  1253,  the  celebrated  college  which 

1  Life  by  GraTeiol,  pr«fij(ed  to  his  Vojag«.«^Niceroo,  toIi .  tV.  aiod  X. 
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he$Ln  bit  name.  He  tbeti  assembled  able  professors,  those 
noM  distiDguisbed  for  learning  and  piety,  and  lodged  bk 
tDommunity  in  tbe  rue  tks  deux  partes^  oppobite  to  the 
palace  des  Thermes.  Such  was  tbe  origin  of  the  famous 
college  of  Sorbonoe,  which  proved  the  model  of  all  others, 
there  baring  been  no  society  in  Europe  before  that  time 
where  tbe  seculars  lived  and  taught  in  common.  The 
founder  had  two  objects  in  view  in  this  establishment,  the^ 
elogy  and  the  arts  ;  but  as  bis  predilection  was  to  the 
former,  he  composed  his  society  principally  of  doctors  and 
bachelors  in  divinity.  Some  have  said  that  his  original 
foundation  was  only  for  sixteen  poor  scholars  fboursiersj 
or  fel loirs  (  but  it  appears  by  his  statutes  that  from  tbe  first 
establishment,  it  consisted  of  doctors,  bachelor-fellows, 
bachelors  not  fellows,  and  poor  students  as  at  present,  or 
M  least  lately.  The  number  of  fellows  was  not  limited, 
but  depended  on  the  state  of  the  revenues.  The  number 
in  the  founder^  time  appears  to  have  been  about  thirty^ 
and  he  ordered  that  there  should  be  no  other  members  of 
bis  college  than  guests  and  associates  (hospites  tt  sociij, 
who  might  be  chosen  from  any  country  or  nation  whatever. 
A  guest,  or  perhaps  as  we  should  call  him,  a  commoner, 
was  required  to  be  a  bachelor,  to  maintain  a  thesis,  called, 
from  the  founder^s  name,  Mobertinef  and  was  to  be  ad- 
mitted by  a  majority  of  votes  after  three  diflferent  scroti- 
nies.  These  kospiits  remained  part  of  the  establishment 
until  the  last,  were  maintained  and  lodged  in  the  house  Hke 
the  rest  of  the  doctors  and  bachelors,  bad  a  right  to  study 
in  the  library  (though  without  possessing  a  key),  and  en- 
joyed all  other  rights  and  privileges,  except  that  they  bad 
no  vote  in  tbe  assemblies,  and  were  obliged  to  quit  tbe 
house  on  becoming  doctors.  For  an  associate,  Sociusj  it 
was  necessary,  besides  tbe  Robertine  thesis,  to  read  a 
oourse  of  philosophical  lectures  gratis.  In  1764,  vrfaen 
the  small  college  were  united  with  that  of  Louis-le-grand, 
tbe  course  of  philosophy  was  discontinued,  and  a  thesis 
substituted  in  iu  place,  ealied  tbe  second  Robertine. 

As  to  the  fellowships,  they  were  granted  to  those  only 
aoiong  the  Socii  who  had  not  forty  livres,  of  Paris  money, 
perannum^  either  from  benefices  or  paternal  infaeritance; 
and  when  they  beiearoe  possessed  of  that  incoooe,  they 
ceased  to  be  fellows.  A  fellowship  was  worth  about  five 
sous  and  a  half  per  week,  and  wvt  held  ten  years.  At 
tbe  end  of  seveA  years  ril  whe  held  tbeia  were  striotly 
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f  xamined,  and  if  any  one  appeared  incapable  of  teaching, 
'  preaching,  or  being  useful  to  the  public  in  some  other 
way,  he   was   deprived   of  his   fellowship.      Yet,   as   the 
founder  was  far  from  wishing  to  exclude  the  rich  from  his 
college,  but,  on  the  contrary,  sought  to  in:ipire  them  with 
a  taste  for  learning,  and  to  revive  a  knowledge  of  the 
sciences  among  the   clergy,  he  admitted  associates,  who 
were  not  fellows,- '"  Socii  non  Bursales."     These  were  sub- 
ject to  the  same  examinations  and  exercises  as  th^  Sociiy 
with  this  only  diflference,  that  they  paid,  five  sols  and  a  half 
weekly  to  the  house,  a  sum  equal  to  that  which  the  fellaws 
received.     All  the  Socii  bore  and  still  bear  the  title  of 
^  Doctors  or    Bachelors  of   the   House   and.  Society   of 
Sorbonne,"  whereas  the  Ilospiies  have  only   the  appel- 
lation of  ^  Doctors  or  Bachelors  of  the   House  of  Sor<r 
bonne."     Their  founder  ordered  that  every  thing  should 
be  managed  and  regulated  by  the  Sociiy  and  that  there 
should  be   neither   superior   nor   principal   among   them. 
Accordingly  he  forbade  the  doctors  to  treat  the  bachelors 
as  pupils,  or  the  bachelors  to  treat  the  doctors  as  masters, 
whence  the  ancient  Sorbonists  used  to  say,  ^^  We  do  not 
live  together  as  doctors  and  bachelors,  nor  as  masters  and 
pupils;  but  we  live  as  associates, and  equals."     In  conse- 
quence of  this  equality,  no  monkof  whatever  order,  has 
at  any  timebeen  admitted  ^'  Socius  of  Sorbonne ;"  and  from 
the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth  century,  whoever  is  re- 
ceived into  the   society   takes  an   oath  on   the  gospels, 
'^  That  he  has   no  intention  of  entering  any  society  or 
secular  congregation,  the  members  of  which  live  in  com- 
mon under  the  direction  of  one  superior,  and  that  if  after 
being  admitted  into  the  society  of  Sorbonne,  he  should 
change  his  mind,  and  enter  any  such  other  community,  he 
will  acknowledge  himself  from  that  time,  and  by  this  singU 
act,  Ao  have  forfeited  all  privileges  of  the  society,  as  well 
active  as  passive,  and  that  he  will  neither  do  nor  under- 
take any  thing  contrary  to  the  present  regulation."     Ro- 
bert de  Sorbonne  permitted  the  doctors  and  bachelors  to 
take  poor  scholars,    whom  he  wished  to  receive  benefit 
from  bia  house ;  and  great  numbers  of  these  poor  scholars 
proved  very  eminent  men.     The  first  professors  in  the  Sox- 
bonne  were  William  de  Saint  Amour,  Odon  de  Douai, 
4rerard  de  Rheims,   Laurence    the   Englishman,    Gerard 
d*  Abbeville,  Ice.    They  taught  theology  gratis^  according  to 
tka  foiiMderV  iatentioQ ;  and  from  1253,  |o  th«  revolution^ 
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there  have  been  always  six  professors  at  least,  who  gave 
lectures  on  the  different  branches  of  that  science  gratis^ 
even  before  the  divinity  professorships  were  established. 
Fellowships  were  given  to  the  poor  professors,  that  is,  to 
those  whose  incomes  did  not  amount  to  forty  livres;  but  it 
appears  from  the  registers  of  the  Sorbonne,  that  the  first 
professors  above  mentioned,  were  very  rich,  consequently 
they  were  not  fellows.  Robert  de  Sorbonne  ordered  that 
there  should  always  be  some  doctors  in  his  college  who  ap- 
plied particularly  to  the  study  of  morality  and  casuistry; 
whence  the  Sorbonne  has  been  consulted  on  such  points 
ever  since  his  time  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom.  He 
iippointed  different  offices  for  the  government  of  his  col- 
lege. The  first  is  that  of  the  Promseurj  who  was  always 
chosen  from  among  the  most  eminent  persons.  Next  to 
him  is  the  PrittiXy  chosen  from  the  Socti  bachelors,  who 
presided  in  the  assemblies  of  the  society,  at  the  Robertinc 
acts,  at  the  reading  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  at  meals,  and 
at  the  Sorboniques^  or  acts  of  the  licentiates,  for  which  he 
fixed  the  day ;  he  also  made  two  public  speeches,  one  at 
the  first,  the  other  at  the  last  of  these.  The  keys  of  the 
gate  were  delivered  up  to  him  every  night,  and  he  was  the 
first  person  to  sign  all  the  acts.  The  other  offices  are  those 
of  «*  Senieur,  Conscripteur,  Procureurs,  Professors,  Libra- 
rian, &c.'*  There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  Sor- 
bonne, from  its  foundation,  contained  thirty-six  apartments, 
and  it  was  doubtless  in  conformity  to  this  first  plan  that  no 
more  were  added  when  cardinal  Richelieu  rebuilt  it  in  the 
present  magnificent  style.  One,  however,  was  afterwards 
added,  making  thirty-seven,  constantly  occupied  by  as 
many  doctors  and  bachelors.  After  Robert  de  Sorbonne 
had  founded  his  divinity  college,  he  obtained  a  confirma- 
tion of  it  ffom  the  pope,  and  it  was  authorized  by  letters 
patent  from  St.  Louis,  who  bad  before  given  him,  or  ex- 
changed with  him,  some  houses  necessary  for  that  esta- 
blishment in  1256,  and  1258.  He  then  devoted  himself  to 
the  promotion  of  learning  and  piety  in  his  college,  and 
with  success,  for  it  soon  produced  such  excellent  scholara 
as  spread  its  fame  throughout  Europe.  Legacies  and  do- 
nations now  flowed  in  from  every  quarter,  which  enabled 
the  Sorbonists  to  study  at  their  ease.  The  founder  had 
always  a  particular  partiality  for  those  who  were  poor,  for 
although  hU  society  contained  some  very  rich  doctors,  as 
appears  from  the  registers  and  other  monumenta  remaining 
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in  tbe  archives  of  the  Sorbonne,  jtt  bis  establishment  b^4 
the  poor  principally  in  view,  the  greatest  part  of  its  reve^ 
tiues  being  appropriated  to  their  studies  and  o^aintenance. 
He  would  even  have  bis  college  called  "  the  House  of  the 
Poor,*'  which  gave  rise  to  tbe  forqi  used  by  the  Sorbonne 
bachelors,  when  they  appear  as  respondents,  or  maintain 
theses  in  quality  of  Antique ;  and  bence  also  we  read  oi| 
many  MSS.  that  they  belong  to  the  ^<  Pauvres  Matures  da 
Sorbonn^.''  The  founder,  not  satisfied  with  providing  suf^ 
^cient  revenues  for  his  college,  took  great  pains  to  esta* 
blish  a  library.  Frooa  the  ancient  catalogue  of  the  Sor-^ 
bonne  library  drawn  up  in  1289  and  1290,  it  appears  to 
have  consisted  at  that  time  of  above  a  thousand  volumes  i^ 
but  tbe  collection  increased  so  fast,  that  a  new  catalogue 
became  necessary  two  years  after,  i.  e.  in  1292,  and  agaiq 
in  1S38,  at  which  time  the  Sorbonne  library  was  perhaps 
the  finest  in  France.  All  tbe  hooks  of  whatever  valye  were 
chained  to  the  shelves,  and  accurately  ranged  according  tq 
their  sul^jects,  beginning  with  grammar,  the  belles  lettres, 
&C.  Tbe  catalogues  are  made  in  the  ss^ipe  manner,  and 
the  price  of  each  book  is  marked  in  them.  These  MSS. 
are  still  in  the  house.  Robert  de  Sorbonne  (very  differ- 
ent fro^  other  founders,  who  begin  by  laying  down  rules,, 
and  then  make  it  their  whole  care  to  enforce  the  observ- 
ance of  them,)  did  not  attempt  to  settle  any  statutes  tiU 
be  h}^d  governed  his  college  above  eighteen  years,  aad 
then  prescribed  only  such  cu^tops  as  he  had  before  esta-t 
blished,  and  of  which  the  utility  and  wisdom  were  confirmed 
to  him  hy  long  experience.  Hence  it  is  that  no  attempt 
towards  reforniation  or  change  has  ever  been  made  in  the 
Sorbonne ;  all  proceeds  according  to  the  ancient  methods 
and  rules,  and  the  experience  of  five  centuries  has  proved 
that  the  constitution  of  that  house  is  well  adapted  to  its 
pqrppses,  and  none  of  the  French  colleges  since  founded 
have  supported  themselves  in  so  much  regularity  and  splen- 
dour. Ilobert  de  Sorbonpe  having  firmly  established  bis 
society  for  theological  studies,  adde4  to  it  a  college  for 
polite  literature  and  philosophy.  For  this  purpose  he 
bought  of  William  de  Cambrai,  canon  of  S.  Jean  de  Mau- 
rienne,  a  bouse  near  the  Sorboene,  and  there  founded  the 
college  d0  Calvi,  in  1271.  This  college^  which  was  also 
called  <<  the  little  Sorbonne,*'  became  very  celebrated  by 
tbe  great  men  who  were  educated  there,  and  subsisted  till 
163$,  when  it  was  demolished  by  cmrdioal  JlicbePieu's  order. 
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and  the  cbapel  of  the  tSorboone  built  upon  the  same  spot 
The  cardinal  bad,  however,  engaged  to  erect  another,  which 
should  belong  equally  to  the  house,  and  be  contiguous  to 
it ;  but  his  death  put  a  stop  to  this  plan  :  and  to  fulfil  bis 
promise  in  some  degree,  tbe  fatuily  of  Richelieu  united  the 
college  du  Plessis  to  the  Sorbonne  in  1648.  Robert  de 
Sorbonne  bad  been  canon  of  Paris  from  1258,  and  be- 
came so  celebrated  as  to  be  frequently  consulted  even  bj 
princes,  and  chosen  for  their  arbiter  on  some  important 
occasions.  He  bequeathed  all  bis  property,  which  was 
very  considerable,  to  thd  society  of  Sorbonne,  and  died  at 
Paris,  August  15,  1274,  aged  seventy-three,  leaving  several 
works  in  Latin.  The  principal  are,  a  treatise  on  <<  Con- 
science," another  on  "  Confession,"  and  "  The  Way  to 
Paradise^"  all  which  are  printed  in  the  ^^Bibl.  Patrum.** 
He  wrote  also  other  things,  which  remain  in  MS.  in  the. 
library.  Tbe  house  and  society  of  Sorbonne  is  one  of  the 
four  parts  of  the  faculty  of  theology  at  Paris,  but  has  its 
peculiar  revenuest  statutes,  assemblies,  and  prerogatives.  ^ 

60SI GENES,  an  Egyptian  mathematician,  whose  prin- 
cipal studies  were  chronology  and  the  mathematics  in  ge- 
neral, and  who  flourished  in  the  time  of  Julius  Cesar,  is  re- 
presented as  well  versed  in  the  mathematics  and  astronomy 
of  tbe  aneienu ;  particularly  of  those  celebrated  matbema- 
ticiaos,  Thales,  Archimedes,  Hipparchus,  Calippus,  and 
many  others,  who  had  undertaken  to  determine  the  quan« 
tity  of  tbe  solar  year ;  which  they  had  ascertained  much 
nearer  the  truth  than  one  can  well  imagine  they  could, 
with  instruments  so  very  imperfect;  as  may  appear  by  re* 
ference  to  Ptolomy*s  Almagest,  It  seems  Sosigenes  made 
great  improvements,  and  gave  proofii  of  bis  being  able  to 
demonstrate  the  certainty  of  his  discoveries;  by  which 
means  he  became  popular,  and  obtained  repute  with  those 
who  bad  a  geniiis  to  undersund  and  relish  such  inquiries. 
Heoce  be  was  sent  for  by  Julius  Cscsar,  who  being  con- 
vinced of  bis  capacity,  employed  him  in  reforming  tbe 
calendar ;  and  it  was  he  who  formed  the  Julian  year,  which 
begins  45  years  before  the  birth  of  Christ.  His  other  works 
are  lost  since  that  period,* 

SOTO  (DoMiMic),  a  learned  Dominican,  of  great  fame 
under  the  emperor  Charles  V.  was  born  at  Segovia  in  1494. 
His  father,  who  was  a  gardener,  would  have  bred  him  to 
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hit  own  profession,  but  having  learned  lo  write  and  r^d, 
be  went  to  a  small  town  near  Segovia,  where  be  performed 
the  office  of  sacristan.  By  persevering  in  study,  he  fitted 
himself  for  the  university  of  Aicala,  and  proceeded  from 
thence  to  Paris.  It  was  after  his  return  into  Spain  that  he 
became  a  Dominican,  and  appeared  with  great  distinction 
in  the  university  of  Salamanca.  His  reputation  was  now  so 
high,  that  he  was  chosen  by  the  emperor  Charles  V.  as 
arbitrator  in  sou^e  important  disputes,  and  appointed  in 
1545  his  first  theologian  at  the  council  of  Trent.  In  that 
assembly  he  was  one  of  the  most  active  and  esteemed  mem* 
bers.  He  spoke  frequently,  and  took  the  charge  of  form- 
ing the  decrees  from  the  decisions  which  had  passed. 
Every  one  was  fond  of  consulting  him,  and  this  peculiar 
distinction  was  the  more  remarkable,  as  there  were  more 
than  fifty  bishops,  and  other  theologians,  of  the  same  order 
in  the  assembly.  He  refused  the  bishopric  of  Segovia,  and 
though  be  had  not  been  able  to  decline  the  appointment  of 
confessor  to  Charles  V.  he  resigned  it  as  soon  as  he  could 
with  propriety.  He  died  in  1560,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six. 
He  published,  !.  two  books  "on  Nature,  and  on  Grace,'* 
Paris,  1549,  4to,  and  dedicated  them  to  the  fathers  of  the 
council.  2.  "  Commentaries  on  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans," 
1530,  folio.  3.  "  Commentaries  on  the  Master  of  Sen* 
tences,"  folio.  4.  "  De  jusiitia  et  jure,"  two  treatises,  in 
folio.  5.  **  De  legendis  secretis,"  8vo.  6.  "  Depauperum 
causa/'  7 . "  De  cavendo  juramentorum  abusu."  8.  "  Apo- 
logia contra  Ambrosium  Catharinum,"  &c.' 

SOTO  (Peter),  a  contemporary  of  the  preceding,  but 
more  c6nnected  with  this  country,  was  born  at  Cordova, 
and  educated  ^mong  the  Dominicans  of  Salamanca.  Hav- 
ing distinguished  himself  in  the  duties  of  the  cloister,  and 
D>ade  an  equal  progress  in  learning,  especially  divinity  and 
the  sacred  languages,  he  was  called  to  court,  and  was  suc- 
cessively confessor  to  the  king  of  Spain,  and  to  Charles  V. 
of  Germany,  who  employed  him  to  write  against  the  Lu- 
therans. When  Philip  of  Spain  married  our  queen  Mary, 
Soto  was  one  of  those  Spanish  divines  who  attended  him  to 
England,  and  settled  at  Oxford,  where  he  was  professor  of 
divinity,  and  sometimes  read  a  Hebrew  lecture,  as  Wood 
supposes,  for  Dr.  Bruerne,  the  Hebrew  professor.  This 
occurred  iu  1556  ;  and,  the  year  before,  Soto  had  been  in- 
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corporated  D.  D.  in  this  nniversitj.  Aftier  the  death  of 
queen  MarVy  be  was  called  to  the  council  of  Trent,  where 
he  died  in  April  1563.  He  pnbliriied  ^'Institutiones  Chriso 
tiansBy*'  1548,  and  some  other  works  of  the  controversial 
kind  against  John  Brentius,  or  Brent,  Dodd  says  he  was 
a  zealous  assertor  of  church  discipline,  as  appears  by  a 
letter  which  he  wrote  to  pope  Pius  IV.  in  his  last  sickness, 
in  which  he  insists  that  the  residence  of  bishops  should  be 
declared  dejure  divino.  * 

SOTWELL,  SOTWELLUS,  bnt  properly  SOUTH- 
WELL  (Nathaniel),  was  an  English  Jesuit  of  the  seven- 
teenth century,  and  is  entitled  to  some  notice,  as  one  of  the 
historians  of  his  order,  but  we  have  no  particulars  of  his 
own  life.  Being  employed  to  write  the  lives  of  eminent 
authors  among  the  Jesuits,  he  carried  on  the  plan  of  Ri- 
badeneira  and  Alegambe  down  to  his  own  times,  that  is,  the 
latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  century.  His  improved  edi- 
tion was  published  under  the  title  of  ^^Bibliotheca  scrip* 
torum  societatis  Jesu,  opus  inchoatum  i  R.  P.  Petro  Riba- 
deneira,  et  productum  ad  annum  1609 :  continuatum  i 
Philippo  Alegambe  ad  annum  1643;  recognitum,  et  pro- 
ductum ad  annum  1675,  k  Nathanaelo  Sotwello,''  Rome, 
1676,  fol.  This  is,  of  course,  reckoned  the  best  edition  of 
this  collection  of  biography,  but  some  prefer  that  of  Ale- 
gambe, on  account  of  its  superior  correctness.  * 

SOUGH AI  (J£AN  Baptistb)^  a  French  writer  who  died 
in  1 746,  at  the  age  of  fifty -nine,  was  bom  at  Saint-Amand, 
near  Vendome,  and  educated  by  an  uncle.  Removing  to 
Paris,  he  gained  the  applause  and  esteem  of  all  the  learned ; 
and  in  1720  was  elected  into  the  academy  of  inscriptions, 
in  whose  memoirs  his  dissertations  make  a  distinguished 
figure.  He  was  not  without  preferment  also,  being  canon 
of  Rodez,  counsellor  to  the  king,  and  reader  and  professor 
of  eloquence  in  the  college  royal.  The  abb^  Souchai  is 
said  to  have  formed  in  himself  the  rare  uuion  of  profound 
knowledge. and  elegant  manners.  He  wrote,  l.a  French 
translation  of  Brown's  Vulgar  Errors,  entitled  ^*  Essais  sur 
les  Erreurs  Populaires,*'  2  vols.  12mo.  2.  An  edition  of 
the  works  of  Pelisson,  3  vols.  12mo.  3.  Remarks  on  d'An- 
dilly^s  Josephus,  in  the  edition  of  Paris,  1744.  4.  An  edi- 
tion of  Boileau*8 , works,   1740,  2  vols.  4to.     6.  An  editioa 
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off  the  ^  Astrea*'  of  HonorS  d*Urf(S,  in  which  the  languagt 
is  modernized^  and  the  confersations  abridged,  1733,  10 
Toli.  li^o.  6.  An  edition  of  ^<  Ausoniut/'  in  4to,  with 
copious  notes.  7.  The  dissertations  aboTe^aienlioned  m 
the  Memoirs  of  the  Academy. ' 

SOUFFLOT  (James  Gbrmain),  an  architect  very  fa» 
mens  in  France,  particularly  for  bis  plan  of  the  beautiful 
church  of  St.  Genevieve  at  Paris,  was  born  in  1713,  at 
Trenci  near  Auxerre,  His  family  was  engaged  in  com* 
merce,  but  he  very  early  shewed  a  strong  disposition  for 
the  arts,  and  particularly  for  architecture*  It  is  related  of 
him.  as  of  our  countryman  Smeaton,  that,  from  his  earliest 
childhood,  he  was  more  delighted  by  attending  to  work- 
men than  any  other  amusement ;  and,  like  him,  was  so 
strongly  directed  by  the  bent  of  his  genius  to  the  profes<r 
sion  in  which  he  afterwards  excelled,  as  to  frustrate  the 
wishes  of  his  father  to  place  him  in  his  own  business.  The 
father  'of  SoufflQt,  however,  did  not  yield  to  his  son^s  iu- 
cHnation,  and  he  was  obliged  to  quit  his  home  in  order  to 
indulge  it.  He  immedii^tely,  with  a  small  stock  of  money, 
sat  out  for  Italy,  but  paused  at  Lyons,  where,  by  working 
under  the  artists  of  that  place,  he  improved  at  once  his 
knowledge  and  his  finances.  He  then  visited, Borne  and 
every  part  of  Italy.  Having  improved  himself  under  the 
best  artists,  and  by  modelling  from  the  finest  antiques,  be 
returaed  to  France,  and  for  a  time  to  Lyona,  where  he 
had  made  himself  beloved  in  his  former  visit.  He  was  soon 
employed  by  the  magistrates  of  that  city  to  build  the  ex- 
change and  the  hospital,  the  latter  of  which  edifices  ex- 
tended his  reputation  throughout  France.  Madame  Pom- 
padour heard  of  him,  and  having  obtained  for  her  brother 
the  place  of  director  of  the  royal  buildings,  &e*  engaged 
8oufflot  and  Cochin  to  attend  him  into  Italy.  Returning 
from  that  engagement,  be  quitted  Lyons^  and  established 
himself  at  Paris ;  where  he  was  successively  comptroller  of 
the  buildings  of  Marii  and  the  Tuilleries,  member  of  the 
academies  of  architecture  and  painting,  knight  of  the  order 
of  St.  Michael,  and  lastly,  superintendant  of  the  royal 
buildings.  With  respect  to  the  dome  of  bis  great  work,  the 
church  of  St.  Gi^nevieTe,  he  met  with  so  many  contradic- 
tions, and  so  much  opposition  excited  by  envy,  that  though 
he  had  demopstrated  the  possibility  of  executing  it,  they 

1  Diet.  Hist. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


g  O  U  F  F  L  O  T.  $%$ 

threw  great  obstacles  in  bit  way ;  and  are  tboogbt  to  haT« 
•borteued  bis  life  by  the  severe  vexation  be  experienced 
from  theo).  Af^er  languisbing  for  two  years,  in  a  very 
infirm  state,  be  died  August,29|  1780,  at  the  age  of  sixty* 
seven. 

SouQot  was  mucb  beloved  by  bis  relations  and  friends, 
who,  knowing  tbe  excellence  of  his  heart,  were  not  offended 
by  a  kind  of  warmth  and  roughness  of  character  which  was 
peculiar  to  bim.  They  called  him  jocularly  *^  Le  bourru 
bienfaisant,**  the  benevolent  humourist,  as  we  may  perhaps 
translate  it ;  from  the  title  of  a  comedy  then  fashionable. 
He  did  not  live  to  finish  the  church  of  St.  Genevieve ;  but, 
besides  the  buildings  here  mentioned,  he  was  concerned 
in  m^ny, others,  particularly  the  beautiful  theatre  at  Lyons. ' 

SOUTH  (Hobert),  an  English  divine  of  great  paru  and 
learning,  but  of  very  inconsistent  character,  was  the  son  of 
a  merchant  in  London,  and  bom  at  Hackney,  in  Middle- 
sex, 1 633.  He  was  educated  in  Westminster-school,  under 
J)t.  Busby,  where  he  acquired  an  unconimoD  share  of  gram- 
matical and  philological  learning.  In  1648  be  made  him- 
self remarkable  by  reading  tbe  Latin  prayers  in  tbe  school, 
on  tbe  day  in  which  king  Charles  was  beheaded,  and  pray- 
ing for  that  prince  by  name.  He  continued  four  years  at 
Westminster,  and  in  1651  was  elected  thence  student  of 
Christcharch,  Oxford.  He  took  a  bachelor  of  aru  degree 
in  1654  ;  and  the  same  year  wrote  a  copy  of  Latin  verses^ 
to  congratulate  tbe  protector  Cromwell  upon  tbe  peace 
concluded  with  the  Dutch.  They  were  published  in  a  col- 
lection of  poems  by  the  university.  Tbe  year  after,  be 
published  another  Latin  poem,  entitled  <<  Musica  Incan* 
tans ;  sive  Poema  exprimens  MusicsB  vires  juvenem  in  in- 
saniam  abigentis,  et  Musici  inde  periculum.*'  This  was  at 
that  time  highly  applauded  for  the  beauty  of  tbe  language, 
^nd  was  printed  at  the  request  of  Dr.  Fell ;  but  it  is  said 
that  Dr.  South,  to  his  dying  day,  regretted  the  publication 
of  it,  as  a  juvenile  and  trifling  performance.  He  com- 
menced M.  A.  in  June  1657,  after  performing  all  tbe  pre- 
paratory exercises  for  it  with  the  highest  applause,  and 
such  wit  and  humour,  as  justly  entitled  him  to  represent  the 
Terra  FiliuSy  in  which  character  be  spoke  the  usual  speech 
at  the  celebration  of  the  act  the  same  year.  He  preached 
frequently,  and  (as  Wood  thinks)  without  any  orders.    He 
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appeared/  at  St.  Mary's,  the  great  champion  for  Calvinism 
against  Socinianism  and  Arminianism ;  and  his  behaviour 
was  such,  and  bis  talents  esteemed  so  exceedingly  useful 
and  serviceable,  that  the  heads  of  that  party  were  consi-^ 
dering  how  lo  give  proper  encouragement  and  propor- 
tionable preferment  to  so  hopeful  a  convert.  In  the  mean 
time  the  protector  Cromwell  died  ;  and  then,  the  presby- 
terians  prevailing  over  the  indepisndents,  South  sided  with 
them.  He  began  to  contemn,  and  in  a  manner  to  defy, 
the  dean  of  his  college,  Dr.  Owen,  who  was  reckoned  the 
head  of  the  independent  party  ;  upon  which  the  doctor 
plainly  told  him,  that  he  was  one  who  ^'  sate  in  the  seat  of 
the  scornful."  The  author  of  the  memoirs  of  South's  life 
tells  us,  that  he  was  admitted  into  holy  orders  according  to 
the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  church  of  England,  in  1 658. 
In  July  1659,  he  preached  the  assize-sermon  at  Oxford,  in' 
which  he  inveighed  vehemently  against  the  independents; 
and  by  this  greatly  pleased  the  presbyterians,  wh6  made 
him  their  acknowledgments.  The  same  year,  when  it  was 
visible  that  the  king  would  be.restored,  he  appeared  some- 
what irresolute,  yet  was  still  reckoned  a  member  of  **the  fa- 
natic ordinary/'  as  Wood  expresses  it;  but,  as  his  majesty^s 
restoration  approached,  he  began  to  exercise  his  pulpit- 
talents,  which  were  very  great,  as  much  against  the  pres- 
byterians, as  he  had  done  before  against  the  independents. 
Such  was  the  conduct  and  behaviour  of  this  celebrated  di- 
ifine  in  the  earlier  part  of  bis  life,  as  it  is  described  by  his* 
contemporary  in  the  university,  Mr.  Anthony  Wood  ;  and 
if  Wood  was  not  unreasonably  prejudiced  against  him,  he 
is,  doubtless,  to  be  classed  among  those  time-servers,  who 
know  no  better  use  of  the  great  abilities  God  has  given 
them,  than  to  obtain  the  favour  of  those  who  can  reward 
them  best  *. 

He  seenis  to  have  proceeded  as  he  bad  begun ;  that  is, 
he  pushed  himself  on  by  an  extraordinary  zeal  for  the 
powers  that  were;  and  he  did  not  succeed  amiss.  On 
Aug.  10, 1660,  he  was  chosen  public  orator  of  the  univer- 

*  Wood's  disllkf  of  South  is  taid  to  that  **  if  he  could  not  make  tealer,  he 

bare  been  occahioned  by  an  ill-timed  mu&t  make  earlh^      An'hony  immc- 

Witticism  of  the  latter.    Wood  one  day  diately  went  home,  and  wrote  South's 

eoiiiplained  to  Dr.  South  of  a  ditorder  life,  in  which,  however,  although  the 

with  which  he  was  much  afflicted,  and  colouring  be  harsh,  the  principal  fmcts, 

which  terminated  in  his  death,  viz.  a  we  are  afraid,  hare  not  been  muoh 

suppression  af  urine.    South  told  him  misrepreniiied. 
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sity  *,  and  at  the  s^me  time  **  tugged  hard,'*  says  Wood, 
^*  such  was  the  high  conceit  of  his  worth,  to  be  canon  of 
Christcburch,  as  belonging  to  that  office;  but  was  kept 
back  by  the  endeavours  of  the  dean.  This  was  a  great  dis- 
content to  him  ;  and  not  being  able  ta  conceal  it,  he  cla- 
moured'at  it,  and  shewed  much  passion  in  his  sermons  till 
be  could  get  preferment,  which  made  them  therefore  fre- 
quented by  the  generality,  though  shunned'  by  some.  This 
person,  though  he  was  a  junior  master,  and  had  never  suf- 
fered for  the  royal  cause,  yet  so  great  was  his  conceit,  or 
so  blinded  he  was  with  ambition,  that  he  thought  he  could 
never  be  enough  loaded  with  preferment ;  while  others, 
who  had  suffered  much,  and  had  been  reduced  to  a  bit  of 
bread  for  his  majesty's  cause,  could  get  nothing."  South's 
talents,  however,  might  be  of  use,  and  were  not  to  be 
neglected  ;  and  these,  together  with  his  ardent  zeal,  which 
be  was  ever  ready  to  exert  on  all  occasions,  recommended 
him  effectually  to  notice  and  preferment.  In  1661  he  be- 
came domestic  chaplain  to  lord  Clarendon,  chancellor '  of 
England,  and  of  the  university  of  Oxford;  and,  in  March 
1663,  was  installed  prebendary  of  Westminster.  On  Oc* 
tober  the  1st  following,  he  was  admitted  to  the  degree  of 
D.  D. ;  but  this,  as  Wood  relates,  not  without  some  com- 
motion in  the  university.  "  Letters  were  sent  by  lord  Cla- 
rendon, in  behalf  of  his  chaplain  South,  who  was  therein 
recommended  to  the  doctorate  :  but  some  were  so  offended, 
on  account  of  certain  preiudices  against  South,  whom  they 
looked  upon  as  a  met  e  time-server,  that  they  stiffly  denied 
the  passing  of  these  letters  in  convocation.''  A  tumult 
arose,  and  they  proceeded  to  a  scrutiny;  after  which  the 
senior  proctor,  Nathaniel  Crew,  fellow  of  Lincoln-college, 
and  afterwards  bishop  of  Durham,  did  (*^  according- to  his 
usual  perfidy,  which,"  says  Wood,  "  he  frequently  exercised 
in  his  office ;  for  he  was  born  and  bred  a  presbyterian'^) 
pronounce  bim  passed  by  the  m^or  part  of  the  house  ;  in 
consequence  of  which,  by  the  double  presentation  of  Dr. 
John  Wallis,  Savilian  professor  of  geometry,  be  was  first 
admitted  bachelor,  then  doctor  of  divinity. 

Afterwards  be  bad  a  sinecure  in  Wales  bestowed  upon 

*  While  public  orator,  it  fell  to  bim  hunc  bel!icn<issiinam** — ^thtt  moment 

to  pretent  an  officer  of  note  to  the  uni-  tome  accident  obliged  the  great  war- 

Tcrtity  for  an  honorary  degree.     On  rior  to  turn  about  un*^ipectediy,  and 

this  occasion  he  began   in  the  otual  South  immediately  went  on,  *<  qui  <iun- 

•tyte  of  address  to  the  vice-chancellor,  qnam  antea  tergiveri»alus  est."    Oent. 

prootorsi  flee.  <*  Pra«ento  fobis,  viraia  Mag.  LUI.  p.  464. 
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.him  by  his  pfttron  the  etrl  of  Clarendon ;  atid,  at  that  earl^s 
retirement  ioto  France  in  1667,  became  chaplain  to  James 
duke  of  York.  In  1670,  he  was  made  canon  of  Christ 
church,  Oxfordi  In  1676,  he  attended  as  chaplain  Lau-* 
rence  Hyde,  esq.  ambassador  extraordipary  to  the  king  of 
Poland  ;  of  which  journey  he  gave  an  account,  in  a  letter 
to  Dr.  Edward  Pocock,  dated  from  Dant^ick  the  16th  of 
Dec.  1677  i  which  is  printed  in  the  '^  Memoirs  of  his  Life.'^ 
In  1^78,  he  was  nominated  by  the  dean  and  chapter  of 
Westminster  to  the  rectory  of  Islip  in  Ozfordithire  i  and,  in 
1680,  rebuilt  the  chance]  of  that  church,  as  he  did  after* 
wards  the  rectory-house.  He  also  allowed  an  hundred 
pounds  per  armum  to  his  curate,  and  expended  the  rest  in 
educating  and  apprenticing  the  poorer  children  of  the  pa-» 
rish.  In  1681  he  exhibited  a  remarkable  example  of  ac- 
commodating his  principles  to  those  of  the  times.  Being 
now  one  of  the  king's  chaplains  in  ordinary,  he  preached 
before  his  majesty  upon  these  words,  ^^The  lot  is  cast  into 
the  lap,  but  the  disposing  of  it  is  of  the  Lord.'*  In  this 
sermon  he  introduced  three  remarkable  instances  of  unex- 
pected advancements,  those  of  A-gatbocles,  Massaniello, 
and  Oliver  Cromwell.  Of  the  latter  be  says,  *^And  ivho 
that  had  beheld  such  a  bankrupt  beggarly  fellow  as  Crom- 
well, ^rst  entering  the  parliament  house  with  a  threadbare 
torn  cloak,  greasy  bat  (perhaps  neither  of  them  paid  for)| 
could  have  suspected  that  in  the  space  of  so  few  years,  he 
should,  by  the  murder  of  one  king,  and  the  banishment  of 
another,  ascend  the  throne  r'*  At  this,  the  king  is  said  to 
have  fallen  into  a  violent  fit  of  laughter,  and  turning  to  Dr. 
South's  patron,  Mr.  Laurence  Hyde,  now  created  lord  Ro- 
chester, said,  **  Odds  fish,  Lory,  your  chaplain  must  be  a 
bishop,  therefore  put  me  in  mind  of  him  at  the  next 
death!" 

Wood  observes,  that  Dr.  South,  notwithstanding  his  va- 
rious preferments,  lived  upon  none  of  them;  but  upon  his 
temporal  estate  at  Caversbam  near  Reading,  and,  as  the 
people  of  Oxford  imagined,  in  a  discontented  and  clamo* 
rous  condition  for  want  of  more.  They  were  mistaken, 
however,  if  the  author  of  the  Memoirs  of  his  Life  is  to  be 
depended  on,  who  tells  us,  that  he  refused  several  oflPers 
of  bishoprics,  as  likewise  that  of  an  archbishopric  in  Ire* 
land,  which  was  made  him  in  James  the  Second's  reign,  by 
bis  patron  the  earl  of  Rochester,  then  lord  lieutenant  of 
chat  kingdom.     But  this  was  only  rumour ;  and. there  is  lit- 
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tie  reason  to  suppose  that  it  bad  any  foundation.  Soutb't 
nature  and  temper  were  violent,  domineering^  and  intrac* 
table  to  the  last  degree ;  and  it  is  more  than  probable,  that 
bis  patrons  might  not  think  it  expedient  to  raise  him  higher^ 
and  by  that  means  invest  him  with  more  power  than  he  was 
likely  to  use  with  discretion.  There  is  a  particular  record- 
ed, which  shews,  that  they  were  no  strangers  to  his  nature. 
The  earl  of  Rochester,  being  solicited  by  James  11.  to  change 
bis  religion,  agreed  to  be  present  at  a  dispute  between  two 
divines  of  the  church  of  England,  and  two  of  the  church  of 
Rome;  and  to  abide  by  the  result  of  it.  The  king  nomi- 
nated two  for  the  Popish  side,  the  earl  two  for  the  Protest- 
ant, one  of  whom  was  South ;  to  whom  the  king  objected, 
saying,  that  he  could  not  agree  to  the  choice  of  South,  who 
instead  of  arguments  would  bring  railing  accusations,  and 
had  not  temper  to  go  through  a  dispote  that  required  the 
greatest  attention  and  calmness  :  upon  which  Dr.  Patrick, 
then  dean  of  Peterborough,  and  minister  of  St.  Paul's,  Co- 
Tent  garden,  was  chosen  in  bis  stead. 

After  the  revolution,  South  took  the  oath  of  allegiance 
to  their  majesties ;  though  he  is  said  to  have  excused  him- 
self from  accepting  a  great  dignity  in  the  church,  vacated 
by  a  refusal  of  those  oaths.  Bishop  Kennet  say«,  that  at 
first  he  made  a  demur  about  submitting  to  the  revolution, 
and  thought  himself  deceived  by  Dr.  Sherlock,  "  which  was 
the  true  foundation  of  the  bitter  difference  in  writing  about 
the  Trinity."  Whatever  the  cause,  Dr.  South,  in  l69Sy 
published  ^'  Animadversions  on  Dr.  Sherlock*s  book,  enti- 
tled, *  A  yindication  of  the  Holy  and  ever  Blessed  Trinity,* 
&c.  together  with  a  more  necessary  vindication  of  that  sa- 
cred and  prime  article  of  the  Christian  faith  from  his  new 
notions  and  false  explications  of  it :  humbly  offered  to  his 
admirers,  and  to  himself  the  chief  of  them,*'  1693,  4to. 
Sherlock  having  published  in  1694  a  ^*  Defence*'  of  him- 
self against  these  Animadversions,  South  replied,  in  a  book 
entitled,  "  Tritheism  charged  upon  Dr.  Sherlock^s  new 
notion  of  the  Trinity,  and  the  charge  made  good  in  an 
answer  to  the  Defencf ,"  &c.  This  was  a  sharp  contest, 
and  men  of  great  note  ^.  poused  the  cause  of  each ;  though 
the  cause  of  each,  as  is  curious  to  observe,  was  not  the 
cause  of  orthodoxy,  which  lay  between  them  both  :  for  if 
Sherlock  ran  into  Tritheism,  and  made  three  substances  as 
well  as  three  persons  of  the  Godhead,  South  on  the  other 
band  leaned  to  the  heresy  of  Sabellius,  which,  destteyin^ 
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the  triple  personage,  supposed  only  one  substance  wirh 
something  like  three  modes.  The  victory,  ne\ertheless, 
was  adjudged  to  South  in  an  extraordinary  manner  at  Ox* 
ford^  as  we  have  already  noticed  in  the  life  of  Sherlock ; 
for  Mr.  Bingham  of  University  college,  having  fallen  in 
with  Sherlock's  notions,  and  asserted  in  a  sermon  before 
the  university,  that  "  there  were  three  infinite  distinct 
minds  and  substances  in  the  Trinity,  and  also  that  the  three 
persons  in  the  Trinity  are  three  distinct  minds  or  spirits 
and  three  individtial  substances,  was  censured  by  a  solemn 
decree  therein  convocation:  wherein  they  judge,  declare, 
and  determine  the  aforesaid  words,  lately  delivered  in  the 
said  sermon,  to  be  *'  false,  impiou;),  heretical,  and  con- 
trary to  the  doctrine  of  the  church  of  England."  But  this 
decree  rather  irritated,  than  composed  the  differences :  and 
at  length  the  king  interposed  his  authority,  by  directions  to 
the  archbishops  and  bishops,  that  tK>  preacher  whatsoever 
in  his  sermon  or  lecture,  should  presume  to  preach  any 
other  doctrine  concerning  the  blessed  Trinity,  than  what 
was  contained  in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  was  agreeable 
to  the  three  Creeds  and  thirty-nine  Articles  of  religion. 
This  put  an  end  to  the  controversy;  though  not  till  after 
both  the'  disputants,  together  with  Dr.  Thomas  Burnet, 
master  of  the  Charter-house,  bad  been  ridiculed  in  a  well- 
known  ballad,  called  ''The  Battle  Royal.'*  Burnet  about 
the  same  time  had  ridiculed,  in  his  ''  Archaeologia  Philo- 
sophica,''  the  literal  account  of  the  creation  and  fall  of 
man,  as  it  stands  in  the  beginning  of  Genesis ;  and  this 
being  thought  heterodox  and  profane,  exposed  him  to  the 
lash  upon  the  present  occasion. 

During  the  greatest  part  of  queen  Anne's  reign.  South 
was  in  a  state  of  inactivity;  and,  the  infirmities  of  old  age 
growing  fast  upon  him,  he  performed  very  little  of  the  duty 
of  his  ministerial  function,  otherwise  than  by  attending 
divine  service  at  Westminster  abbey.  Yet  when  there  was 
any  alarm  about  the  church's  danger,  none  shewed  greater 
activity;  nor  had  Sacheverell  in  1710  a  more  strenuous 
advocate.  He  had  from  time  to  time  given  bis  sermons  to 
the  public;  and,  in  1715,  he  published  a  fourth  volume, 
which  he  dedicated  toahe  right  bon.  William  Bromley,  esq. 
**  some  time  speaker  to  the  Hon.  House  of  Commons,  and 
after  that  principal  Secretary  of  State  to  her  Majesty  Queen 
Anne,  qf  ever  blessed  mevwiy.^*  He  died  aged  eighty* 
three,  July  8,  1716 ;  and  was  interred  with  great  solemnity, 
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in  Westminster  abbey,  wbere  a  monument  is  erected  to 
bim,  with  an  inscription  upon  it.  He  was  a  man  of  very 
uDcon>mon  abilities  and  attainments;  of  jodgmenc,  wit,  and 
learning  equally  great.  There  is  as  mucb  wit  in  bis  ser- 
mons, as  there  is  good  sense  and  learning,  well  combined 
and  strongly  set  forth  :  and  there  is  yet  more  ill  humour, 
spleen,  and  satire.  His  wit  indeed  was  his  bane,  for  he 
never  could  repress  it  on  the  most  solemn  occasions,  and 
preaching  may  surely  be  reckoned  one  of  those.  Of  this 
be  seems  to  have  been  sensible  himself;  for  when  Sherlock 
accused,  him  of  employing  wit  in  a  controversy  on  the  Tri- 
nity, South,  in  his  reply,  observed  that,  *^  had  it  pleased 
God  to  have  made  him  (Dr.  Sherlock)  a  wit,  he  wished  to 
know  what  he  would  have  done*?  However  admirable, 
there  was  certainly  nothing  amiable  in  his  nature :  for  it  is 
doing  him  no  injustice  to  say,  that  be  was  sour,  morose, 
peevish,  quarrelsome,  intolerant,  and  unforgiving ;  and, 
bad  not  his  zeal  for  religion  served  for  tbe  time  to  cover  a 
multitude  of  moral  imperfections,  all  his  parts  and  learning 
could  not  have  screened  him  from  the  imputatiou^f  being 
but  an  indiflPerent  kind  of  man. 

His  sermons  have  been  often  printed  in  6  vpls.  8vo.  In 
1717,  his  "  Opera  Posthuma  Latina,"  consisting  of  ora- 
tions and  poems ;  and  his  **  Posthumous  Works"  in  English^ 
containing*  three  sermons,  an  account  of  his  travels  into 
Poland,  memoirs  of  his  life,  and  a  copy  of  his  will ;  were 
published  in  2  vols.  Svo.  By  this  will,  as  well  as  his  gene- 
ral conduct  in  life,  it  appears  that  covetousness  was  not  to 
be  enumerated  among  his  failings.  His  fortune  he  bestowed 
liberally  on  the  church,  the  clergy,  and  the  poor.* 

SOUTHERN  (Thomas),  an  English  dramatic  wrher, 
who  has  been  very  improperly  admitted  by  Wood  into  the 
**  AthensB  Oxonienses,"  and  grossly  misrepresented  in 
every  particular,  was  born  at  Dublin  \n  L659,  and  was  ad- 

^  On  OM  oocMUHiy  it  is  Mid,  that  I  mutt  kt§  tlMt  jQn  willnotfWKC  quite 
ivfieB  preaohing  before  kiog  Charles  II.  so  load,  lest  you  should  awakep  his 
and  his  couriiers,  he  perceived  io  the  majesty ;"  and  then  calmly  continued 
niddle  of  bit  sermon  that  sleep  had  his  discount.  Of  bis  general  f  reach- 
talittt  poBsessian  ol  aome  of  them,  iog,  bivhon^Kenoet  says,  **  He  labour- 
Stopping,  and  changing  the  tone  of  bis-  ed  very  much  to  compose  his  sermons, 
voice,  1m  called  three  times  to  lord  and  in  the  pulpit  worked  up  his  body 
Lauderdale,  and  when  he  bad  avakeo-  when  he  cane  to  a  piece  of  wit,  or  kn^ 
•d  him,  ••  My  lord,"  said  South,  «  I  noUble  sayiu^"  KeimeU*t  MSS.  10 
am  sorry  to  interrupt  your  repose,  but  Brit  Museum. 

t  Lile  pree«ed  to  bis  PosMmmous  Wbrks.— Biog.  3rit.— AUl.  Ox.  Tol.  It-— 
Birch's  TiHatsM.^Bqfaaf  »OwA  tinea,  S&c.  IM. 
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mitted  a  student  of  Trifiity  college,  March  30, 1676,  where 
Dr.  WhtteDhall  was  bis  tutor.  In  his  eighteenth  year,  he 
quitted  Ireland,  and  removed  to  the  Middle-Teaipie,  Lon« 
don,  where  he  devoted  himself  to  play-writing  and  poetry* 
instead  of  law.  His  **  Persian  Prince,  or  Loyal  Brother,** 
in  1682,  was  introduced,  at  a  time  when  the  Tory  interest 
was  triumphant  in  England  ;  and  the  character  of  the  Loyal 
Brother  was  no  doubt  intended  to  compliment  James  duka 
of  York,  who  afterwards  rewarded  him.  After  his  acces* 
sion  to  the  throne,  Southera  went  into  the  army,  and  served 
as  ensign,  upon  the  duke  of  Monmouth's  landing,  in  earl 
Ferrers*s  regiment,  before  the  duke  of  Berwick  had  it. 
This  affair  being  over,  he  retired  to  his  studies;  and  wrote 
several  plays,  from  which  he  is  supposed  to  have  drawn  a 
very  handsome  subsistence.  In  the  preface  to  his  tragedy 
called  <<The  SparUn  Dame,*'  he  acknowledges,  that  he 
received  from  the  booksellers  as  a  price  for  this  play  1 50/. 
which  waa  thought  in  1721,  the  time  of  its  being  published, 
very  extraordinary.  He  was  the  first  who  raised  the  advan- 
tage of  play-writing  to  a  second  and  third  night;  which 
Pope  mentions  in  these  lines : 

^Tom  whom  heav*n  sent  down  to  raise 

The  price  of  prologues  and  of  plays. 

Verses  to  Southern,  174«. 

The  reputation  which  Dryden  gained  by  the  many  pro- 
logues he  wrote,  made  the  players  always  solicitous  to  have 
one  of  his,  as  being  sure  to  be  well  received  by  the  public. 
Dryden's  price  for  a  prologue  had  usually  been  four  guineas, 
with  which  sum  Southern  once  presented  him ;  when  Dry- 
den, returning  the  money,  said,  **  Young  man,  this  is  too 
little,  I  must  have  six  guineas."  Southern  answered,  that 
four  had  been  his  usual  price :  "  Yes,"  says  Dryden,  "  it 
has  been  so,  but  the  players  have  hitherto  had  my  labours 
too  cheap ;  for  the  future  I  must  have  six  guineas."  South- 
ern also  was  industrious  to  draw  all  imaginable  profits  from 
bis  poetical  labours.  Dryden  once  took  occasion  to  ask 
him,  bow  much  he  got  by  one  of  his  plays  ?  Southern  said, 
after  owning  himself  ashamed  to  tell  him,  700/. ;  which  asto» 
nished  Dryden,  as  it  was  more  by  600/.  than  he  himself  had 
ever  got  by  his  most  successful  plays.  But  it  appears  that 
^^unthern  was  not  beneath  the  arts  of  solicitation,  and  often 
sold  bis  tickets  at  a  very  high  price,  by  making  applications 
to  persons  of  quality  and  distinction ;  a  degree  of  servility. 
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which  Dryden  might  justly  think  below  the  dignity  of  • 
poet,  and  more  in  the  character  of  an  under-player.  Dry- 
den entertained  a  high  opinion  of  Southern's  abilities ;  and 
prefixed  a  copy  of  verses  to  a  comedy  of  his,  called  "  The 
Wife's  Excuse,"  acted  in  1692.  The  night  that  South- 
ern's "  Innocent  Adultery"  was  first  acted,  which  has  been 
esteemed  by  some  the  most  affecting  play  in  any  language, 
a  gentleman  took  occasion  to  ask  Dryden,  ^  what  was  his 
opinion  of  Southern's  genius  ?"  who  replied,  ^*  that  he 
thought  him  such  another  poet  as  Otway."  Such  indeed 
was  Dryden's  opinion  of  his  talents,  that  being  unable  to 
finish  bis  ^^  Cieomenes,"  he  consigned  it  to  the  care  of 
Southern,  who  wrote  one  half  of  the  fifth  act  of  that  tra- 
gedy, and  was  with  reason  highly  Battered  by  this  mark  of 
the  author'^  confidenoe  and  esteem.  Of  all  Southern's 
plays,  ten  in  number,  the  most  finished  is  ^'  Oroonoko,  or 
the  Royal  Slave :"  which  is  built  upon  a  real  fact,  related 
by  Mrs.  Behn  in  a  novel.  Besides  the  tender  and  deUcato 
strokes  of  passion  in  this  play,  there  are  many  shining  and 
manly  sentiments ;  and  some  have  gone  so  far  beyond  the 
truth  as  to  say,  that  the  most  celebrated  even  of  Shakspeare's 
plays  cannot  furnish  so  many  striking  thoughts,  and  such  a 
glow  of  animated  poetry.  Southern  died  May  26,  1746, 
aged  eighty ^five.  He  lived  the  last  ten  years  of  bis  life  in 
Tothill  street,  Westminster,  and  attended  the  abbey  service 
very  constantly;  being  particularly  fond  of  church  music* 
He  is  said  to  have  died  the  oldest  and  the  richest  of  his 
dramatic  brethren.  Oldys,  in  his  MS  additions  to  Gil- 
don's  continuation  of  Langbaine,  says,  that  he  remembered 
Mr.  Southern  ^*a  grave  and  venerable  old  gentleman.  He 
lived  neltr  Covent-grarden,  and  used  often  to  frequent  the 
evening  prayers  there,  always  neat  and  decently  dressed, 
commonly  in  black,  with  his  silver  sword  and. silver  locks; 
but  latterly  it  seems  be  resided  at  Westminster."  The  late 
poet  Gray,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Walpole,  dated  from  Burn- 
ham  in  Buckinghamshire,  in  Sept.  1737,  has  also  the  fol- 
lowing observation  concerning  this  author :  ^^  We  have  old 
Mr.  Southern  at  a  gentleman's  house  a  little  way  off,  who 
often  comes  to  see  us ;  he  is  now  seventy-seven  years  old, 
and  has  almost  wholly  lost  bis  memory;  but  is  as  agreeable 
an  old  man  as  can  be ;  at  least  I  persuade  myself  so  when  I 
look  a(  him,  and  think  of  Isabella  and  Oroonoko."  Mr. 
Mason  adds  in  a  note  otI  this  passage,  that  ^^  Mr.  Gray  al- 
ways thought  highly  of  bis  pathetic  powers,  at  the  same 
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«iiM  ttiat  be  blamed  his  ill  taste  for  mixing  them  «o  inj«<li* 
efoutly  with  fftfee,  in  order  to  produce  that  monstrous  ape* 
cies  of  conpoaitien  called  Tragi-comedy.''  Mr.  Southern^ 
however,  in  the  latter  part  of  hb  life,  was  sensible  of  the 
inpiopriecj  of  blending  tragedy  and  comedy,  and  used  to 
declare  to  lord  Corke  bis  regret  at  complying  with  the  li« 
centiMs  taate  of  the  time.  Hts  dramatic  writifiigs  were  for 
the  6nt  time  completely  poblished  by  T.  Evans,  in  3  vols. 
tSmo.' 

SCKJTHGATE  (Richar©),  a  late  worthy  divine  and 
antiquary,  was  born  at  Aiwalton,  in  Huntingdoasbire, 
March  16,  1729.  He  was  the  son  of  William  Soothgate, 
a  eomiderable  ^M^ier  of  tbatt  place,  and  ef  Hamiafa,  tbe 
davghter  of  Rdbert  Wriffht,  of  Castor,  in  Northampton* 
ahire,  a  tarveyor'  and  tuvil  ^ngimeer.  He  was  tbe  eldest  of 
ten  obildren,  three  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  and  all  the 
ttfit  airvivied  him.  He  was  educated  for  some  time  at  a 
.  private  sehool  at  Uppingham,  hut  cfaiefiy  at  the  free  gram* 
mw-voheol  at  Peterborough,  under  tbe  rer.  Thomas  Mar* 
tball,.aii  ^jEoeNeat  scholar,  who  became  afterwards  bis  cor* 
dial  irietid.  Tbe  rapidity  of  his  acqwtsitions  a|:  this  school 
faiwed  him  tbe  esteem  of  many,  particularlyof  Dr.  John 
Th<id[ias,foishop  of  Lincoln,  an  intimate  friend  of  his  father. 
Under 'the  ^patronage  of  this  prelate,  and  with  an  exhibition 
Arom  Peterborough,  he  i«moved  to  Cambridge,  where  be 
was  entered  of  St.  John's  college  in  1745,  under  Mr.  (afber*- 
wards  the  learned  Dr.)  Ratherfortb,  to  whom  he  was  recom- 
mended with  great  warmth  by  bis  friend  and  late  master, 
Mr.  Marshall. 

At  the  university  he  studied  hard,  and  lived  retired,  de- 
lighted with  the  opportunities  for  improvement  which  a 
college  life  afibrda,  and  in  Easter  term,  1749,  took  his 
degree  of  A.  B.  and  was  on  the  list  of  honours  on  tbe  first 
trqioa.  Some  unpleasant  occurrences  in  bis  family,  how- 
ever, obliged  him  to  leave  the  university,  after  a  residence 
of  little  more  than  four  years ;  and  he  now  retired  to  his 
father's  house  at  Aiwalton,  where,  by  the  assistance  of 
books  from  the  library  of  Dr.  Neve,  who  was  rector  of  tbe 
parish,  be  was  enabled  to  continue  bis  studies.  In  Sept. 
1752,  he  was  ordained  deacon,  and  in  tbe  same  month, 
1754,  priest,  by  his  friend  and  patron.  Dr.  Thomas,  bishop 

'  Cibber'f  LiT«.--M»loii«»i  Life  of  Drydeii,  toL  I.  p.  175.~Harri$'«  Ware. 
— Biog.  DiaiB. 
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•f  Lincoln,  who  in  the  last  ooentioned  year  gave  bim  &e 
rectory  of  Woollej)  in  HiintiDgdonsliire,  worth  about  120/. 
a  year.  The  circumstance!  attending  this  prefermeni  are 
too  highly  honoirfrable  to  the  character  of  Mr.  Soutbgate  te 
be  omitted  in  even  a  short  sketch  of  his  life.  This  Kving 
became  vacant  during  the  minority  of  a  Mr.  Peacock^  who 
was  the  patron,  and  was  himself  intended  for  the  churob.  - 
His  guardians,  not  being  able  to  agree  as  to  tbe  person  tb^ 
abould  present,  suffered  it  to  lapse  to  the  bishop;  who 
mentioned  these  circumstances  to  Mr.  Southgate  when  he, 
presented  him  to  the  living;  and  although  the  bishop  left 
him  entirely  clear  of  any  promise  or  restraint  respecting 
it;  as  soon  as  Mr.  Peacock  bad  taken  orders,  Mr.  Southgate 
went  to  bis  lordship,  and  resigned  the  living.  During  the 
tia>e  that  he  held  it,  he  had  to  rebuild  a -considerable  part 
of  the  premises,  and  to  make  such  repairs,  that  he  may  be 
said  rather  to  have  acted  like  a  faithful  steward  to  Mr.  Pea« 
cock  than  the  real  rector  of  the  parish ;  so  that  when  be 
resigned  it,  after  possession  for  more  than  five  ycfars,  he 
bad  not  saved  out  of  the  income  one  shilling.  The  bisbop^ 
on  his  resignation,  said,  **  You  have  done,  Richard,  what 
I  knew  you  would  do ;  you  have  behaved  like  a  Christian 
and  a  good  man ;  and  I  have  this  additional  motive  for 
thinking  myself  bound  to  provide  for  you.'* 

This  obligation,  however,  appears  to  have  been  forgot* 
ten,  for  although  the  bishop  lived  till  1766,  and  had  various 
opportunities  of  fulfilling  hia  promise,  Mr.  Southgate  re-» 
eeived  no  other  promotion  from  him,  and  never  shewed 
the  least  sign  of  disappointment,  but  on  the  contrary  en^ 
deavoored  to  apologize  for  the  bishop,  which  ^rhaps  few 
ef  our  readera  will  be  inclined  to  do,  as  the  only  plea  was 
^'  a  constitutional  weakness  which  too  easily  yielded  to  the 
incessant  requests  of  the  importunate,  or  the  powerful  soli-^ 
citations  of  the  great." 

Before  Mr.  Southgate  settled  in  London,  he  successively 
served  several  curacies  in  the  country,  and  was  frequently 
in  the  habit  of  reading  prayers  and  preaching  at  three  dif# 
ferent  churches :  and  it  appears  from  his  journal  that  he 
not  unfreqiiently  served  four  different  churches  in  one  day. 
During  this  time  he  (bund  the  want  of  books,  and  of  per-* 
aoAs  of  literature  to  converse  with,  were  insurniOQiHable 
obstacles  to  bis  improvement  in  knewledgOj  and  bad  to 
lament  that  small  oouatry  villages  could  not  supply  these ; 
on  which  accoaot  he  fornaed  Uie  reaolution  of  comiD^  te 
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London.     Accordingly,  Jan.  2,  1763,  baling  received  a  re* 
commendation  from  bishop  Thomas  to  Dr.Nkolls,  rector  of 
St.  James's,  Westminster,  became  to  London,  and  was  im- 
mediately engaged  by  that  gentleman  as  one  of  the  sub- 
curates  of  St.  James's,  and  served  this  cure  till  1766.     In 
December  of  the  preceding  year  be  entered  upon  the  cu- 
•  racy  of  St.  Giles's,  to  which  he  was  appointed  by  Dr.  Gaily, 
on  the  recommendation  of  Dr.  Parker,  the  successor  of  Dr. 
Nicolls  in  St.  James's,  and  this  last  cure  be  retained  till 
the  time  of  his  death.     In  serving  it^  he  is  universally  ac- 
knowledged to  have  exhibited  the  portraiture  of  a  learned, 
pious,  and  most  indefatigably  conscientious  parish  priest, 
•The  duties  of  this  extensive  parish  were  not  more  urgent 
than  the  wants  of  its  numerous  poor,  and  in  works  of  cha- 
rity Mr.  Southgate  was  eminently  distinguished.     *^  If," 
says  one  of  his  biographers,  ^^in  any  parts  of  his  pastoral 
~  office,  more  than  in  others,  he  was  particularly  laborious, 
it  was  in  visiting,  catechising,  and  exhorting  the  poor.     In 
the  parish  of  St.  Giles's,  the  baptisms  at  the  font  are  daily, 
and  very  numerous;  on  which  occasions,  he  constantly  ca- 
techised, or  lectured,  the  sponsors,  awfully  impressing  upon 
them  the  high  importance  of  an  attention,  not  only  to  th^ 
charge  there  undertaken,  but  to  the  various  obligations  and 
privileges  of  the  Christian  life  :  and  the  good  seed  so  ju- 
diciously and  seasonably  sown,  at  those  times,  could  not 
but  be  eminently  fruitful.     In  visiting  the  sick,  and  parti- 
cularly the  sick  poor,  he  was  almost  every  day  engaged,  as 
his  intimate  friends  well  know,' and  his  journal  testifies ; 
praying  with,  and  exhorting  the  afflicted  to  submit  patiently 
to  the  chastising  hand  of  God,  counselling  the  profane,  and 
inconsiderate,  to  reflect-  upon,  and  ao^end  their  ways,  and 
admonishing  all  to  flee  froo)  the  wrath  to  come,  and  accept 
the  salvation  tendered  in  the  gospel,  on  the  terms  it  pre- 
scribes.    When  he  became  able,  bis  prayers  and  exhorta- 
tions were  frequently  accompanied  with  his  alms,  admi- 
nistering at  once  to  the  spiritual  and  bodily  wants  of  his 
poor, parishioners,"  &c.  &c. 

From  the  time  of  Mr.  Southgate's  coming  to  London  to 
1783,  though  he  had  little  more  than  the  profits  of  his  cu- 
racy (fifty  guineas  a  year),  yet  so  great  was  his  oeconomy, 
that  he  had  made  a  very  considerable  collection  of  books, 
and  had  got  together  no  inconsiderable  ^number  of  coins 
and  medab.  But,  in  order  to  increase  .his  income,  and  to 
assist  bin)  .in-  this,  be  bad  several  times  young  gentlemen 
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under  his  care,  with  whom  he  read  the  Greek  and  Roman 
classics.  Even  when  at  college  he  began  to  be  a  collector 
of  books  and  coins,  and  though  what  he  then  bought  of  the 
latter  were  of  little  value,  yet  so  nice  was  his  taste,  that  he 
never  purchased  any  which  were  not  in  the  highest  pre.- 
servation  and  perfection.  It  was  not  until  a  considerable 
time  after  he  had  been  in  London,^  that  he  was  enabled  to 
increase  his  library  and  museum,  by  purchasing  articles  of 
Taiue  and  ornament. 

In  May  1783  he  received  his  first  preferment  since  coming 
to  London,  the  small  rectory  of  Little  Steeping  in  Lincoln^* 
shire,  from  the  djuke  of  Ancaster ;  and  the  following  year 
be  wa»  appointed  assistant  librarian  of  the  British  Museum, 
on  the  death  of  Dr.  Gifford.  In  1786  he  became,  by  the 
death  of  a  near  relation,  possessor  of  an  estate  of  100/.  a 
year  in  Whitechapel ;  and  in  1790  bis  income  was  farther 
increased  by  the  valuable  living  of  Warsop,  in  the  diocese 
of  York,  and. county  of  Nottingham,  to  which  he  was  pre- 
sented by  John  Gaily  Knight,  of  Langold,  esq.  son  of  his 
old  friend  Dr.  Gaily.  These  promotions  came  late,  but  ia 
time  to  aflPord  him  for  a  few  years  the  only  enjoyments  he 
prized,  that  of  exerting  his  benevolence  among  his  poor 
parishioners,  and  that  of  adding  to  his  library  and  collec- 
tion of  coins.  .  In  the  same  year  he  became  a  member  of 
the  society  for  propagating  Christian  knowledge ;  and  of  the 
society  for  the  support  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the 
clergy  within  the  bills  of  mortality  and  the  county  of  Mid-^ 
dlesex.  In  1791  he  was  elected  a  fellow  of  the  society  of 
Antiquaries,  and  was  afterwards  made  a  member  of  the 
Linnasan  society.  He  died  Jan.  25,  1795,  in  the  sixty- 
sixth  year  of  his  age,  and  was  interred  in  St.  Giles's  church, 
whene  a  marble  tablet  is  inscribed  to  bis  memory. 

Mr.  Southgate  never  committed  any  of  his  writings  to 
the  press,  but  had  made  preparations  for  a  work  much 
wanted,  and  for  which  he  was  thoroughly  qualified ;  a  new 
^^  History  of  the  S/ixons  and  Danes  in  this  country,''  illus- 
trating and  illustrated  by  their  coins.  His  general  know- 
ledge was  very  great,  and  in  medallic  science  perhaps  few 
were  to  be  compared  to  him.  He  left  a  choice  and  valu- 
able collection  of  books,  coins,  medals,  shells,  and  other 
natural  curiosities,  which  in  April  and  May  1795,  were  sold 
l^y  auction,  by  Messrs.  Leigh  and  Sotheby,  the  sale  conti- 
nuing twenty-one  days.  Prefixed  to  the  catalogue  was  a 
life  of  Mr.  Southgate,  written  by  Dr.  Charles  Combe,  to 
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whtcb  wc  most  refer  for  many  other  inCemting  particulars 
and  also  to  a  biographical  preface  by  Dr.  Gatkin,  preAxed 
to  2  Tolt.  of  Mr.  Southgate's  <<  SennoDi,"  published  by  that 
divine  in  179S.' 

SOUTHWELL  (Robert),  an  English  Jesuit  and  poet» 
was  born  in  1560,  and  is  said  to  have  descended  from  an 
ancient  family*  either  in  Norfolk  or  Suffolk.  Being  setit 
abroad  for  education,  he  became  a  Jesuit  at  Rome,  Oct. 
1578.  In  1585,  he  was  appointed  prefect  of  studies  in  the 
English  college  there*  and  not  long  after  was  sent  as  a  mis* 
sionary  into  England.  His  chief  residence  was  v^ith  Aitne 
countess  of  Arundel,  who  died  in  the  Tower  of  London. 
After  carrying  on  his  mission  for  some  time,  he  was,  in 
July  1598,  apprehended  and  examined  with  the  strictest 
rigour,  but  having  evaded  the  questions  put  to  him,  was 
imprisoned  for  three  years,  and  as  he  affirmed,  underwent 
the  torture  several  times.  He  owned  that  he  was  a  priest 
and  a  Jesuit,  that  he  came  into  England  to  preach  the 
truths  of  the  catholic  religion,  and  was  prepared  to  lay  down 
his  life  for  it.  In  Feb.  15115,  he  was  tried  at  ihe  bar  of  the 
King's  Bench,  Westminster^  and  executed  the  next  day  at 
Tyburn.  He  was  a  man  of  singular  parts,  says  Dodd,  and 
happy  in  a  peculiar  talent  of  expressing  himself  in  the 
English  language,  both  in  prose  and  verse.  Edmund  Bol- 
ton, whom  Warton  calls  a  sensible  critic,  speaks  of  Sooth- 
welTs  works  in  the  same  strain  of  panegyric  :  ^' Never  must 
be  forgotten  St.  Peter's  complaint,  and  those  other  serious 
poems  said  to  be  father  Southwell's  :  the  English  whereof, 
as  it  is  most  proper,  so  the  sharpness  and  light  of  wit  is  very 
rare  in  them."  Mr.  Headley  seems  first  to  have  revived 
the  memory  of  Southwell,  at  a  poet,  by  aome  curious  spe* 
cimens,  in  which  he  has  been  followed  by  Mr.  Ellis. 
**  There  is  a  moral  charm,''  says  Headley,  **  in  the  little 
pieces  of  Southwell,  that  will  prejudice  most  readers  of 
feeling  in  their  favour."  Unless,  however,  there  were  en* 
couragement  for  republication,  which  is, not  very  probable, 
Southwell's  fame  must  principally  rest  on  these  speeioiens, 
as  his  works  are  rarely  to  be  met  with ;  yet  Mr.  Ellis  re- 
marks  that  the  few  copies  known  to  exist,  are  the  remnant 
of  at  least  twenty-four  different  editions,  of  which  eleven 
were  printed  between  1593  and  1600. 

The  titles  of  his  princifial  works,  are,  U  *^  A  oonsolation 

'  Lives  M  «lK)Te.-*-Ntcbolt'f  Bowytr. 
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for  CatholidM  iiaprisoned  on  accoont  of  rdigion.**  2.  '*  A 
loppitcmtion  to  qiyeen  Elisabeth/'  Lend.  1S93.  3.  *'  8t* 
Peter's  Complaint,  with  other  poems/*  Lond.  1593.  4« 
^<  MsoniEB,  or  certain  ^  excellent  Poems  and  spiritnml 
Hymns/*  omitted  in  the  preceding  collection,  ibid.  1595. 
5.  <«  The  Triumphs  oTer  death/*  ibid.  1595,  1596.  e. 
^  Rules  of  a  good  life,  with  a- letter  to. his  father.**  7. 
^  Marie  Magdalen's  Funeral  Teares,**  ibid.  1609,  reprinted 
in  1772  by  the  rev.  W,  Tooke,  with  some  alterations  to 
make  it  read  easy.' 

SOUTHWELL.     See  80TWELL. 

80UZA,  or  80USA.     See  FARIA. 

SOZOMEN  (Hermias),  an  ecclesiastical  historian  of 
tbe  fifth  century,  was  of  a  good  family ;  and  born  at  Be- 
tbelia,  a  town  of  Palestine.  After  being  liberally  educated, 
he  studied  the  law  at  Berytus  in  Phcenicia ;  and  then  go- 
ing to  Constantinople,  became  a  pleader  at  the  bar.  A& 
terwardi  he  applied  himself  to  the  writing  of  ecclesiastical 
history ;  and  first  drew  up  a  compendium  of  it  in  two  books, 
from  the  ascension  of  Christ  to  the  year  323  ;  but  this  is 
lost  Then  he  continued  his  history  in  a  more  circumstan<» 
tial  and  closer  manner  to  the  year  440 ;  and  ^his  part  is 
f  ztant.  He  has  many  particulars  relating  to  him  in  com-* 
mon  with  the  ecclesiastical  historian  Socrates :  he  lived  at 
the  nme  time,  was  of  tbe  same  profession,  and  undertook 
a  work  of  the  same  nature,  and  comprised  it  within  the 
same  period:  for  his  history  ends,  as  it  nearly  begins,  at 
the  same  point  with  that  of  Socrates.  His  style  is  more 
florid  and  elegant,  says  Jortin,  in  his  *^  Ecclesiastical  Re* 
OMrks,**  ?oL  IIL  than  that  of  Socrates ;  but  he  is  by  no 
means  so  judicious  an  author.  Being  of  a  family  which  had 
excessirely  admired  the  Bionks,  and  himself  educated 
among  them,  be  contracted  a  superstitious  tarn  of  mind^ 
and  great  credelity  for  monkish  miracles :  he  speaks  of  the 
benefit  which  himself  had  received  from  the  intercession  of 
Michael  tbe  archangel.  He  gives  an  high  commendation 
of  a  monastic  life,  and  enlarges  very  much  tipon  the  actions 
and  manners  of  those  recluses :  and  this  forms  the  greater 
part  of  what  be  has  added  to  tbe  ^  History  of  Socrates,** 
who,  it  is  universally  agreed,  wrote  first,  and  whom  he  every 
where  visibly  copies. 

1  Dodd'i  Ch.Hist.— Ath.  Ox.  vt>l.  T.  mw  edit— Gent,  Mag.  toT.  LXVIIT.  by 
Mr.  P«rk.— Headley*!  «nd  £Uis*f  Specitnent.— Phillipt'i  Tbeatnun. — Warton't 
Hlft.  •{  Poetry.— FuUtr't  Worthiea.— Tanner.— Centura  Littnuria,  rol.  VI. 
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His  bistoiy  bas  been  translated  and  published  by  Vale- 
sinsy  with  Eusebins  and  the  other  ecclesiastical  historians; 
and  republished^  with  additional  notes  by  Reading,  at  Lon- 
don, 17^0,  in  3  vols,  folio.* 

SPAGNOLETTO  (Joseph  Ribera),  so  named  in  Italy, 
and  usually  so  called,  was  born  in  1589,  at  Xativa,  a  city 
in  Spain,  about  ten  leagues  from  Valentia,  Though  his 
parents  were  not  in  circumstances  to  give  him  the  education 
in  painting  which  his  early  geirius  deserved,  he  contrived 
to  travel  into  Italy,  and  there  applied  to  his  art  under  the 
greatest  masters.  He  first  resided  at  Parma,  where  he  so 
completely  studied  the  works  of  Correggio,  as  to  be  able 
to  imitate  his  style  and  colouring  with  great  success.  He 
then  removed  to  Rome,  where  he  changed  his  manneir 
altogether,  and  adopted  Caravaggio  as  his  model.  Like 
that  master,  he  painted  with  bold  and  broad  lights  and  sha- 
dows, and  gave  so  extraordinary  a  degree  of  force  to  his 
pictures,  that  the  works  of  most  other  artists,  when  placed 
near  them,  appear  comparatively  tame  and  feeble.  In  his 
colouring  he  is  esteemed  equal  to  Caravaggio,  and  supe- 
rior to  him  incorrectness  of  design  ;  yet  inferior  in  sweet- 
ness and  mellowness  of  touch.  It  is  said,  that  a  cardinal 
having  become  his  patron  at  Rome,  and  given  him  apart- 
ments in  his  own  palace,  he  became  indolent,  and  unable 
to  exert  his  talents ;  in  order  to  do  justice  to  which,  he 
found  it  neo<;ssary  to  return  to  that  poverty  in  which  he  was 
bred,  and  therefore  voluntarily  renounced  this  asylum,  and 
fixed  himself  kt  Naples.  Here  his  works  being  greatly  ad- 
mired, and  his  pencil  being,  after  a  time,  constantly  em- 
ployed by  the  viceroy  of  Naples,  and  other  potentates  of 
Europe,  he  gradually  rose  to  that  afBuence,  the  sudden 
acquisition  of  which,  had  produced  so  bad  an  effect  It 
was  not  so  now;  he  continued  to  paint  historical  pictures, 
and  sometimes  portraits,  which  are  dispersed  throughout 
Europe ;  but  he  rarely  worked  for  the  churches  or  con* 
vents.  His  principal  works  are  at  Naples,  and  in  the  Es«>  > 
curial  in  Spain. 

The  genius  of  Spagnoletto  naturally  inclined  him  to  sub- 
jects of  horror,  which,  therefore,  he  selected  from  sacred 
and  profane  history  ;  such  as  the  martyrdoms  of  saints,  the 
torments  of  Ixion  and  Prometheus,  or  Cato  tearing  out  his 
own  bowels.   He  also  delighted  in  designing  old  men  ema- 

*  CtTe.— Dupin.' 
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ciated  by  mortification,  such  as  saints  and  beitnits,  his  pic<» 
tures  on  which  subjects  were  much  admired  by  the  Spa* 
niards  and  Neapolitans.  **  St.  Jerome  was  one  of  his  darl- 
ing subjects ;  he  painted,  he  etched  him,  in  numerous  re- 
J>etitious,  in  whole  lengths  and  half  figures.  He  delighted 
in  the  representation  of  hermits,  anchorets,  prophets,  apos- 
tles, perhaps  less  to  impress  the  mind  with  grarity  of  cha- 
racter, and  the  venerable  looks  of  age,  than  to  strike  the 
eye  with  the  incidental  deformities  attendant  on  decrepi- 
tude, and  the  picturesque  display  of  bone,  vein,  and  ten- 
dons,  athwart  emaciated  muscle.  As  in  design  be  courted 
excrescence  or  meagreness,  so  in  the  choice  of  historic 
subjects  he  preferred  to  the  terrors  of  ebullient  passions, 
features  of  horror,  cool  assassination,  and  tortures  metiM>- 
dized,  the  spasms  of  Ixion ;  and  St.  Bartholomew  under 
the  butcher's  knife."  An  extraordinary  story  is  related  by 
Sandrart,  of  the  effect  of  one  of  his  pictures  ou  the  ima- 
gination of  a  pregnant  woman,  and  on  her  child  ;  but  as 
the  possibility  of  such  effects  is  by  no  means  ascertained, 
we  shall  not  venture  to  relate  it.  The  force  of  his  colour- 
ing, the  extraordinary  relief  of  his  figures,  and  the  singular 
strength  of  bis  expression,  certainly  make  his  pictures 
likely  to  affect  the  mind  as  powerfully  as  those  of  any  mas- 
ter who  can  be  mentioned.' 

SPAGNOLO.     See  MANTUAN. 

SPALLANZANI  (Lazarus),  a  celebrated  modem  natu- 
ralist, was  born  at  Scandiano,  in  Italy,  Jan.  10,  1729,  and 
studied  polite  literature  under  the  Jesuiu  at  Reggio  de 
Modena,  whence  he  removed  to  Bologna,  where  his  rela- 
tion Laura  Bassi,  a  lady  deservedly  celebrated  for  her  ge- 
nius, eloquence,  and  knowledge  of  natural  philosophy  and 
mathematics,  was  at  that  time  one  of  the  most  illustrious 
professors  of  Italy.  Under  tbb  instructor,  he  improved  his 
taste  for  philosophy,  but  bestowed  at  the  same  time  much 
attention  in  the  cultivation  of  his  native  language,  and  be-, 
came  a  very  accomplished  Latin,  Greek,  and  Frepch  scho- 
lar. His  father  had  destined  him  for  the  law  as  a  profes- 
sion, but  Vallisneri,  the  professor  of  natural  history  at  Pa- 
dua,  was  the  means  of  diverting  him  from  this  pursuit,  and 
be  soon  acquired  such  reputation,  that  in  1764,  the  uni- 
^^rsity  of  Keggio  chose  him  professor  of  logic,  metaphy- 
ttcs,  and  Greek.     This,  however,  was  not  his  final  desti- 

1  ArgeoTille,  Yol  II.— PilkiastoD,  by  Foteli. 
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Bftti09^  for,  diBrk^  the  six  yean  tint  be  held  tint  effice,  be 
devoted  all  hU  kisure  boors  to  those  physical  researches 
which  constituted  the  basis  of  his  hme.  8oii>e  new  disco- 
veries  excited  bis  passion  fur  natural  history,  which  wa^ 
eoQtiDiuilly  augmeated  by  the  success  of  bis  earl'y  efforts  ;^ 
aod  bis  observations  vpon  the  animalcttlsB  in  infusions  at* 
traeted  the  arttention  of  Haller  and  Bonnet,  and  various 
vniversities,  Coimbra,  Panona,  and  Cesena,  tempted  him 
mth  flattering  offers,  but  he  preferred  an  inviiatiou  to  be 
professor  at  Modena,  in  1760,  where  about  five  years  af^ 
terwards  he  published  a  pampbiei,  in  which  be  proved  by 
many  ingenious  experimeiiu  the  aoiraality  of  microscopical 
aaiinakula ;  and  in  the  same  year  a  truly  original  disserta- 
tion ^*  De  lapidibus  ab  aqua  resilientibus.'*  Here  be  de^ 
nonstrates,  by  the  most  strking  explriments,  contrary  to 
the  received  opinion,  that  tbe  pheno.nenon  which  is  called 
by  children  ^*  ducks  and  drakes/*  is  not  produced  by  the 
elasticity  of  tbe  water,  but  by  tbe  change  of  direction  which 
the  stone  undergoes  in  its  motion  after  having  struck  upott 
the  water  when  it  ascends  the  inAection  of  the  cavity  in- 
dented by  the  shock. 

Ib  1768  he  published  his  <^  Prospectus  on  the  reproduc- 
tion of  animals,"  which  explains  the  method  that  ought  to 
be  followed  in  this  dark  research,  and  contains  many  unex-* 
pected  facts ;  particularly  the  existence  of  tadpoles,  prior 
to  the  period  of  fecundatiou  in  many  species  of  toads  and 
frogs  :  the  regeneration  of  the  head  in  decapitated  bodiea 
of  snails,  which  he  had  already  communicated  to  Bounet  in 
1766.  This  he  finally  demonstrated  some  time  afterwards 
in  a  work  entitled  *^  Memorie  della  Societa  Italiana.'*  The 
physiology  of  Haller,  which  Spallanzani  studied,  fixed  his 
attention  upon  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  in  which  be 
discovered  many  remarkable  phenomena,  and  published 
soflne  tracts  on  the  subject  conuining  a  series  of  curious 
observations  and  experiments. 

When  tbe  university  of  Padua  was  re-established  upon  a 
more  extensive  plan,  the  empress  Maria^Theresa,  iavited 
Spallanzani  to  fill  the  ciiair  of  professor  of  natural  history ; 
and  in  commencing  his  duties,  he  selected  Bonnet's  ''Con« 
templation  de  la  Nature"  as  his  text^bcok,  supplying  its 
deficnencies,  and  illustrating  Bonnet's  theory  by  his  own 
experiments.  He  likewise  published  ati  Italian  translation 
of  it,  enriched  with  notes  and  a  preface,  1769  and  1770,  in 
2  vols.     His  study  and  admiration  of  Bennetts  works  led 
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bun  particularly  to  researches  on  tbe  gettcratieii  oforgatiie  • 
bodies,  a  subject  wbich  far  a  oonsideiable  ttme  engrossed 
bis  whole  attention.  In  1776  be  publisbed  tba  first  twm 
volumes  of  his  ^<  Opasi^uU  At  Fisica  Aaimale  e  VegetaA>iley*^ 
wbicb  consist  of  illvwtratioas  of  a  part  of  the  microscopical 
observations  wbidi  bad  already  appeared.  In  the  mean 
time,  having  been  placed  at  the  bead  of  tbe  university's 
eabinet  of  natural  history,  then  in  a  very  low  state,  be 
greatly  enriched  it,  in  the  course  of  his  repeated  travels  by 
land  Mid  sea,  in  Europe  and  Asia,  some  of  which  he  aftor- 
wards  published.  In  1780  appeared  his  two  new  volumes 
of  a  ^^  Dissertation  on  tbe  pfar^siology  of  animals  an^l  vege* 
tables.^'  Tbe  first  contains  some  experiments  made  by  him 
on  digestion,  tbe  result  of  which  is  a  confirmation  of  tbe 
agency  of  the  gastrin*  fluid  in  man  and  other  animals,  an4 
the  second  treats  of  the  generation  of  amnals  and  platKa. 
In  1791,  he  pnUisbed  a  hotter  addressed  to  professor  For- 
tis,  upon  the  Feonet  hydfoscope  ;  be  tbeiw  relates  tbe  ex« 
periments  wbich  be  had  directed  to  be  made  for  aaceit^n- 
ing  the  degree  of  confidence  which  might  be  allowed  to 
tbe  singular  talents  of  this  man ;  but  be  ingenoously  cfm^ 
fesses,  that  he  is  not  dec^ed  upon  the  reality  of  the  phe- 
nomenon. Spallnnzani,  however,  in  i  792-9,  made  a  dis* 
covery  of  this  kind,  by  which  we  learn  that  the  bats,  if 
blinded,  act  in  every  respect  with  tbe  same  precision  as 
those  wbich  have  their  eyes ;  that  they  in  the  same  man* 
ner  avoid  the  most  trifling  obstacle^,  and  that  they -know 
where  to  fix  themselves  on  ceasing  their  flight  These 
eouraordinary  experiments  were  confirmed  by  several  na- 
tural philosophers,  and  gave  occasion  to'sttspect  a  new 
sense  in  these  btrds,  because  8pallanzani  thought  be  had 
evinced  that  the  other  senses  could  not  supply  the  defl*  . 
ciency  of  that  sight,  wbich  he  had  deprived  them  of. 

These  numerous  works  did  not,  however,  conuin  all  the 
series  of  Spallanzani's  labouns.  He  bad  been  occupied  a 
cooaiderable  time  upon  the  phenomena  of  respiration; 
their  resemblances  and  difierences  in  a  great  number  of 
species  of  animals ;  and  he  was  bnsily  employed  in  re- 
ducing to  order  his  researches  upon  this  subject.  He  left 
^a  large  collection  of  experia^nts,  and  new  observations 
upon  animal  reproductions,  upon  sponges,  tbe  nature  of 
which  he  determines,  and  upon  many  interesting  pheno- 
mena, which  be  kue\y  how  to  draw  out  of  obscurity.  He 
bad  almost  finished  his  voyage  to  Constantinople,  and  had 
amassed  considerable  materials  for  a  history  of  tbe  se^ 
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Fraiuiei  Germany,  and  Englandj^  were  all  eager  to  aviiit 
tbemselves  of  bis  works  by  means  of  translations.  He  was 
admitted  into  the  academies  and  learned  societies  of  Lon<^ 
don,  Stockholm,  Gottingen,  Holland,  Lyons,  Bologna,  Tu->- 
rin,  Padua,  Mantua,  and  Geneva.  He  was  a  correspon-^ 
dent  of  the  academy  of  sciences  of  Paris  and  of  Montpe-^ 
tier :  and  received  from  the  great  Frederick  himself  the 
diploma  of  member  of  the  academy  of  Berlin,  holding  even 
often  a  direct  correspondence  with  him.  This  eminent 
philosopher- died  Feb.  17,  1798,  not  less  admired  for  his 
private  very  amiable  character,  than  for  the  extensive  re* 

Euution  which  bis  lectures,  bis  experiments,  and  his  pub- 
cations  had  established.  Highly,  however,  as  bis  experi-> 
ments  have  been  commended,  we  must  enter  our  protest 
against  the  cruelty  with  which  they  were  mostly  accom-» 
panied,  and  cannot  think  that  the  value  of  the  object  to  be 
attained,  or  indeed  any  object,  can  justify  the  destruction 
of  so  many  living  creatures  by  the  most  painful  and  linger- 
ing  torments.^ 

SPANHEIM  (Frederic),  professor  of  divinity  at  Ley- 
den,  was  born  at  Amberg  in  the  Upper  Palatinate,  Jan.  1^ 
1600,  of  a  good  family.  His  father  Wigand  Spanheim, 
doctor  of  divinity,  was  a  very  learned  man,  and  ecclesias« 
tical  counsellor  to  the  elector- palatine;  he  died  in  1620, 
holding  in  his  hand  a  letter  from  his  son,  which  bad  made 
him  weep  for  joy.  Frederic  was  educated  with  great  care 
under  the  inspection  of  this  affectionate  parent ;  and,  bar-* 
ing  studied  in  the  college  of  Amberg  till  1613,  was  sent 
the  next  year  to  the  university  of  Heidelberg,  which  was 
then  in  a  very  flourishing  condition.  He  there  made  such 
progress  both  in  languages  and  philosophy,  as  to  justify 
the  most  sanguine  hopes  of  his  future  success.  After  pay- 
ing a  visit  to  his  father  in  1619,  he  went  to  Geneva  to  study 
divinity.  In  1621,  after  his  father's  death,  he  went  into 
Dauphin^,  and  lived  three  years  with  the  governor  of  Am- 
brun,  as  tutor  in  his  family.  He  then  returned  to  Geneva* 
and  went  afterwards  to  Paris,  where  he  met  with  a  kind 
relation,  Samuel  Durant,  who  was  minister  of  Charenton, 
and  dissuaded  Spanheim  from  accepting  the  professorship 
of  philosophy  at  Lausanne,  which  the  magistrates  of  Berne . 
then  offered  him. 

^  Life  by  Tourdet,  prefixed  to  bii  "  Experiments  on  the  Circulation  of  Um 
Bloodi*'  translated  by  Dr.  Hall,  Lond.  1801,  8ro.— Eloge  by  Senebier,  prefixed 
Uhi$"  Mainoir  on  RaspiratioB/'  1804,  8yo. 
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In  April  1625,  be  paid  a  visit  of  foar  moatba  to  Eng-^ 
land,  and  was  at  Oxford  ;  but  the  plague  having  broke  out 
there,  he  returned  to  Paris,  and  was  present  at  the  death 
of  his  relation  Durant,  who,  having  a  great  kindness  for 
him,  left  him  his  whole  library.  He  had  learned  Latin  and 
Greek  in  his  own  country,  French  at  Geneva,  English  at 
Oxford;  and  the  time  which  he  now  spent  at  Paris,  was 
employed  in  acquiring  the  oriental  tongues.  In  1627,  be 
disputed  at  Geneva  for  a  professorship  of  philosophy,  and 
was  successful ;  and  about  the  same  time  married  a  lady, 
origiiuilly  of  Poitou,  who  reckoned  among  her  ancestors  tbe^ 
famous  Budeeus.  He  was  admitted  a  minister  some  tim« 
after;  and,  in  1631,  succeeded  to  the  chair  of  divinity, 
which  Turretin  had  left  vacant.  He  acquitted  himself  of 
his  functions  with  such  ability,  as  to  receive  the  most  libe- 
ral offers  from  several  universities :  but  that  of  Leyden  pre* 
vailed,  after  the  utmost  endeavours  bad  been  used  to  keep 
him  at  Geneva.  He  left  Geneva  in  1642;  and  taking  a 
doctor  of  divinity's  degree  at  Basil,  that  he  might  conform 
to  the  custom  of  the  country  to  whipb  l^  was  going,  he  ar- 
rived at  Leyden  in  October  that  year.  He  not  only  sup* 
ported,  but  even  increased  the  reputation  he  had  brought 
with  him  ;  but  he  lived  to  enjoy  it  only  a  short  time,  dying 
April  30,  1649.  ^is  great  labours  shortened  his  days*. 
His  academical  lectures  and  disputations,  his  preaching  (for 
be  was  minister  of  the  Walloon  church  at  Leyden),  the 
books  he  wrote,  and  many  domestic  cares,  did  not  binder 
him  from  keeping  up  a  great  literary  correspondence.  Be- 
sides this,  he  was  obliged  to  pay  many  visits ;  he  visited 
the  queen  of  Bohemia,  and  the  prince  of  Orange ;  and  was 
in  great  esteem  at  those  two  courts:  Queen  Christina  did 
him  the  honour  to  write  to  him,  assuring  him  of  her  esteem^ 
and  of  the  pleasure  she  took  in  reading  his  works..  It  was 
at  her  request  that  he  wrote  some  memoirs  of  Louisa  Ju- 
liana, electress  palatine.  He  was  also  the  author  of  some 
other  historical  as  Mrell  as  theological  works ;  the  principal 

4*  Sorbiere  in  otie  of  his  ktters  says,  the  same  time  two  or  three  books  oa 

that  Spanheim  "  used  to  read  public  quite  different  subjects  ;  he  was  every 

ledore*  DO  divipity  four  timet  a  week,  Wednesday  present  at  bis  Higbness'i 

•ad  other  private  lectures  at  home  on  council,  which  obliged  him  to  go  to 

different  subjects  to  his  scholars;  he  the  Hague;  he  was  rector  of  the  uni* 

beard  the  sermons  of  the  probationers,  versity  ;  and  among:  all  these  occupa- 

be  preached  in  two  languages,  in  hit  tions,  it  was  be  who  kept  the  aecoont 

own  (German)  and  in  ours  (French);  of  ail  the  money  that  was  received  or 

be  visited  the  sick  ;  be  wrote  an  infinite  spent  in  bis  hogn,  which  was  fuU  of 

■ombtr  of  letters;   he  composed  at  boarders." 
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of  vrbicb  urn  bb  '^  Dubia  ertngeiica  dttciuia  eft  vindicaU^** 
Genev.  16'S4,  4t09  but  afterwards  tbrice  printed  in  2  vols. 
.  4lo^  witb  large  additions ;  ^^  Elzercitationet  de  Gratia  uui* 
versali/'  Ley  den,  1646,  Bro.  This  involved  bim  in  a  con* 
tjroveray  witb  Anyraot;  and  ^  Epistols  ad  Davidem  Bu« 
cbaoattum  super, con troversiis  qnibuadaos,  quse  in  ecclesiis 
AQglica.nis  agitaotur/*  ibid.  1645,  8va  Some  other  of  bis , 
works  were  pubbsbed  with  those  of  bis  son,  and  his  fune- 
lal  oration  on  Henry  prince  of  Orange,  proHOunced  at  Ley* 
den  in  1647  may  be  seen  ia  Bates's  *^  Vits^  selectorum  ali* 
i|iiot  viroriMD."  He  was  a  correspoodeut  of,  and  highly 
esteemed  by  arebbisbop  Usber.^ 

SPANHEIM  (EzEKiEL),  a  very  learned  writer,  as  well 
as  excellent  staliesman,  the  eldest  son  of  the  preceding, 
waa  born  at  Geneva  in  1629.  He  distinguished  himself  so 
much  in  bis  earliest  youth  by  bis  progress  in  literature, 
that,  oa  a  visit  to  Ley  den  wkb  bis  father  in  1642,  he  gained 
immediately  the  friendsbip  of  Daniel  Heinsius  and  Balma- 
siua,  and  preserved  it  wiUi  both,  notwithstanding  the  mu« 
tyal  animosity  of  these  two  celebrated  scholars.  Like  his 
father,  be  was  not  satisfied  with  making  himself  nwster  of 
Greek  and  Latin,  but  also  applied  biinself  with  great  vigour 
to  tlie  oriental  laaguages.  Ludovicua  Capellus  bad  pub* 
lisbed,  at  Amst^dam,  ia  1 645,  a  dissertation  upon  the  ao- 
cient  Hebrew  letters  agaiiMC  John  Buxtorf;  ia  which  be 
maintains,  tlmt  the  true  characters  of  the  aacieut  Hebrews 
were  pneserved  among  the  Samaritaas,  and  lost  among  the 
,Jews.  Spanheim  undertook. to  refute  Capellus  in  certain 
tbesfis,  wfaicb  be. maintained  and  published  at  sixteen  years 
of  age ;  but  which  afterwards,  oot  of  bis  great  candour  and 
modesty,  be  called  ^^  unripe  fruit  ;^*  and  frankly  owned, 
that  Bocbart,  to  wfaom  he  bad  sent  tbem,  bad  declared  bim- 
aalf  for  (Capellus  against  Buxtorf. 

In  1649,  be  lost  his  father;  and  soon  af:er  returned  to 
Geneva,  wbei^  be  was  boooured  with  the  title  of  profea^ 
sor  of  e^^Mence,  bnt  never  perforased  ike  functions  of  tbat 
place.  When  his  reputation  extended  into  foreign  coun- 
tries, Charles  Louis,  elector^alatine,  sent  for  him  to  bis 
court,  to  be  tutor  to  his  only  son  :  which  employment  be 
not  only  discharged  with  great  success,  but  with  much  pru- 
dence and  address,  contrived  to  preserve  the  good  opinion 
of  tbe  elector  and  electress,  who  did  not  live  on  terms  of 
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muttial  regard  and  aiFection.  Wbile  here  be  employed  bis 
leisure  hours  in  perfecting  bis  knowledge  of  the  Greek  and 
Roman  learning ;  and  also  studied  tbe  history  of  the  later 
ages,  and  examined  all  those  books  and  records  which  re« 
Ute  to  the  constitution  of  the  empire,  and  contribute  to  ex- 
plain and  illustrate  the  public  law  of  Germany.  Tbe  first 
produce  of  this  department  of  science  was  a  Fretich  tract^ 
published  in  1 657 ;  in  which  be  asserted  the  right  of  the  elec* 
tor-*palatine  to  the  post  of  vicar  of  the  empire,  in  opposition 
to  the  claims  of  the  duke  of  Bavaria.  Skill  and  acutenessin 
disputes  of  this  kind  have  always  been  a  sure  foundation  for 
preferment  in  the  courto  of  Germany;  and  there  is  no' 
doubt,  that  it  opened  Spanheim's  way  to  those  great  and 
various  employments  in  which  he  was  afterwards  engaged. 

In  1 660,  he  published  at  Heidelberg  a  French  transla- 
tion of  the  emperor  Julianas  *^  CsBsars,*'  with  notes  and  il- 
lustrations from  medals  and  other  monuments  of  antiquity. 
He  bad  always  an  extraordinary  turn  for  antiquities  and 
medals ;  but  had  not  yet  seen  Italy,  where  the  study  of 
them  was  much  cultivated,  and  therefore  was  highly  grati- 
fied in  receiving  a  commission  from  the  elector,  to  go  to 
Rome,  in  order  to  watch  tbe  intrigues  of  the  catholic  elec- 
tors at  that  CQurt.  On  his  arrival  he  gained  the  esteem  of 
that  general  patroness  queen  Christina,  at  whose  palace 
was  held  an  assembly  of  learned  men  every  week  ;  and  in 
1664,  he  complimented  her  with  the  dedication  of  his 
<^  Dissertationes  de  pfeestantia  &  usu  numismatum  antiquo- 
rum,*'  printed  at  Rome,  in  4to.  The  same  year  he  took  a 
journey  to  Naples,  Sicily,  and  Malta,  and  then  returned  to 
Rome, '  where  be  found  tbe  princess  Sophia,  mother  of 
George  I.  of  England.  That  princess,  being  highly  pleased 
lo  meet  with  one  whom  she  had  already  known  as  a  man'of 
learning,  and  corresponded  with  upon  subjects  of  politics 
and  literature,  was  desirous  of  enjoying  his  conversation  at 
leisure,  and,  therefore,  with  the  leave  of  the  elector  her 
brother,  carried  him  with  her  into  Germany. 

Upon  bis  retnrn  to  Heidelberg  in  April  1665,  he  was  re- 
ceived by  tbe  elector  his  master  with  every  proof  of  esteem ; 
and  was  afterwards  employed  by  him  in  various  negoeia- 
tions  at  foreign  courts.  The  same  year,  he  went  to  that  of 
Lorrain ;  the  year  following,  to  that  of  the  elector  of  Mentz ; 
then  to  France;  afterwards,  in  1668,  to  the  congress  of 
Breda;  and  then  to  France  again.  He  then  returned  to 
Heidelberg^  whence,  after  being  for  some  time  confined 
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by  a  dangerous  illnessy  be  w&s  sent  by  his  roaster  first  to 
Holland,  and  then  to  England.  In  1679,  the  elector  of 
Brandenburg,  baring  recalled  his  envoy  at  the  court  of 
England,  gave  his  employment  to  Spanheiro,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  elector-palatine ;  and,  though  he  was  charged 
at  the  same  time  with  the  affairs  of  tbi»e  two  princes,  yet 
he  acquitted  himself  so  well,  that  the  elector  of  Branden- 
burg desired  to  have  his  exclusive  services,  to  which  the 
elector-palatine  at  last  consented.  lo  1680,  he  went  to 
France,  by  order  of  his  new  roaster,  with  the  title  of  envoy 
extraordinary  ;  and,  during  nine  years'  residence  at  Paris, 
never  left  that  city  but  twice.  In  1684,  he  went  to  Ber- 
lin, to  receive  the  post  of  minister  of  state ;  and  the  year 
after  to  England,  to  compliment  James  II.  upon  bis  ac-* 
cession  to  the  throne.  Upon  the  revocation  of  the  edict 
of  Nantes,  be  rendered  important  services  to  many  of  the 
reformed,  who  found  a  place  of  refuge  in  bis  house,  when 
they  durst  not  appear  abroad,  for  fear  of  tlieir  persecutors* 
Though  he  periormed  his  mkster's  business  at  the  French 
court  with  the  greatest  ability  and  exactness,  yet  he  led  a 
life  of  much  study,  wrote  various  work's,  and  maintained  a 
correspondence  with  the  learned  all  over  Europe,  with  the 
utmost  punctuality. 

After  this  long  embassy,  he  spent  some  years  at  Berlin, 
in  retirement  and  among  books ;  but,  after  the  peace  of 
Ryswick,  was  again  obliged  to  quit  his  study,  and  was  sent 
on  an  embassy  to  France,  where  he  continued  from  1697  to 
1702.  The  elector  of  Brandenburg,  having  during  that 
interval  assumed  the  title  of  king  of  Prussia,  conferred  on 
him  the  title  and  dignity  of  baron.  In  1702,  he  quitted 
France,  and  went  ambassador  to  England  ;  where  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  days,  dividing  his  time  between  busi- 
ness and  study.  He  died  Oct.  28,  1710,  aged  eighty-one, 
and  was  buried  in  Westminster-abbey.  He  left  one  daugh**- 
ter,  who  married  in  England  the  marquis  de  Montandre. 
'  It  is  surprising,  that  Spanheim,  who  seems  to  have  been 
moving  from  one  European  court  to  another  all  his  life,  and 
to  have  been  continually  engaged  in  negotiations  and 
state-affitirs,  which  he  always  discharged  with  the  utmost 
exactness,  could  find  time  to  compose  so  n^any  works  of 
learning  and  labour,  which  could  only  be  written  in  bis 
study  and  among  his  books.  It  was  said  of  him^  that  he 
negotiated  and  did  business  like  a  man  who  bad  nothing 
else  in  his  thoughts,  and  that  be  wrote  like  a  man  who  had 
spent  his  whole  time  by  himself.     He  never  appeared  the 
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man  of  letters  bat  when  it  was  proper  to  do  so ;  yet  be  con*- 
vened  no  inore  freqaently  witltthe  uolewrned  tban  was  ne- 
cesiary  for  his  business. 

Some  of  bis  writings  bave  been  mentioned  already.  His 
Latin  work  '^  upon  tbe  use  and  excellence  of  ancient  Me- 
dals/* is  bis  capital  performance ;  it  was  published  at  Rome 
in  1664»  as  bas  been  observed;  at  Paris  in  1671,  muck 
enlarged;  and  after  tbat  with  so  many  additions,  as  ex* 
tend^  it  to  tM^oiarge  volumes  in  folio,  tbe  first  printed  at 
I^ndon  in  1706,  the  second  at  Amsterdam  in  1717.  This 
work  is  justly  esteemed  a  treasure  of  erudition.  Two  pieces 
of  Spanbeim  are  inserted  in  Grsvius^s  qollectibn  of  Roman 
antiquities;  one  in  the  fiftb  volume,  '^ De  nummo  Smyr- 
nsBorumi  sen  de  Vest&  et  Prytanibus  Grcecorum,  diatriba;^* 
the  otiier  in  tbe  eleventh  volume,  entitled,  *^  Orbis  Roma- 
nus,  seu  .  ad  Constitutionem  Antonini  Imperatoris,  de  qua 
Ulpianus,  Leg.  xvii.  Dig.  de  Statu  Hominum,  ,£xerciu- 
tiones  dusB.'*  This  was  also  printed  at  London,  with  ad- 
ditions, in  1704,  4to.  At  Leipsic,  1696,  folio,  came  out 
^^  Juliani  Imperatoris  Opera,  Grsc^  et  Latine,  cum  vario- 
rum notis :  recensente  Ez.  Spanheim,  qui  observationes 
adjecit."  But  there  is  nothing  of  Spanheim  in  this  edi- 
tion, except  the  preface,  and  very  ample  remarks  upon  the 
first  oration  of  Julian ;  he  not  having  leisure  and  opportunity 
to  proceed  further.  Notes  of  his  upon  Callimacbus  are  in- 
serted in  Grevius's  edition  of  that  author,  at  Utrecht,  1697; 
and  also  upon  the  three  first  comedies  of  Aristophanes  in 
Kuster's  edition,  1709.* 

SPANHEIM  (Frederic),  brother  of  Ezekiel  Spanheim, 
and  also  a  man  of  great  learning,  was  born  at  Geneva  in  1 632, 
and,  at  ten  years  of  age,  carried  by  bis  father  to  Leydeii. 
He  studied  philosophy  under  Hereboord,  and  was  admitted 
doctor  July  12,  1651.  He  had  lost  his  father  two  years 
before ;  and,  as  be  bad  been  designed  for  the  mini^uy,  he 
applied  himself  vigorously  to  the  study  of  divinity  and  tbe 
languages.  Box  horn  was  his  master  in  Greek  and  Latin; 
and  Golius  in  Arabic.  He  was  a  candidate  for  the  ministry 
in  1652,  and  soon  after  preached  in  several  paru  of  Zea-  , 
land.  He  discharged  the  functions  of  a  minister  at  Utrecht, 
for  one  year  with  a  reputation  tbat  raised  some  jealousy  in 
tbe  mind  of  Alexander  Moms,  whose  name  was  then  famous 
in  the  United  Provinces.     He  received  soon  after  an  invi- 
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tation  from  Charles  Loais  elector-palatine,  who  bad  re^ 
tolred  to  re-establish  bis  university  at  Heidelberg,  and  gave 
bim  tbe  professorship  of  divinity,  though  he  was  then  but 
twenty-three.  Before  be  went  to  take  possession  of  that 
post,  hel  wa^  admitted  doctor  of  divinity  at  Leyden  in  1655. 
He  gained  great  reputation  at  Heidelberg ;  and  the  elector 
palatine  always  shewed  him  tbe  highest  marks  of  his  esteeni 
and  confidence;  but  these  favours  did  not  prevent  bim 
from  opposing  tbe  elector  with  great  freedom,  when  beat- 
tempted  to  divorce  himself  from  the  princess  his  wife,  in 
order  to  marry  another.  His  merit  procured  him,  during 
the  time  he  lived  in  tbe  palatinate,  several  invitations  from 
other  universities;  but  be  only  accepted  that  from  Leyden, 
where  he  was  admitted  professor  of  divinity  and  sacred 
history,  with  general  applause,  in  1670.  Here  his  repu- 
tation was  raised  to  tbe  greatest  height.  He  was  four  times 
rector  of  the  university  of  Leyden,  and  had  also  the  post  of 
hbrarian.  Many  years  before  his  death,  he  was  excused  fr6m 
reading  public  lectures,  that  he  might  have  the  more  leisure 
to  apply  himself  to  several  works  uhich  he  published.  In 
1695,  he  was  attacked  by  a  palsy,  which  affected  half  his 
body :  of  which,  however,  be  afterwards  appeared  to  be 
tolerably  well  recovered.  He  did  not  indeed  enjoy  a  per- 
fect state  of  health  from  that  time ;  and  not  being  able  to 
restrain  himself  from  his  studies  and  labours,  which  was  ab- 
solutely necessary,  he  relapsed,  and  died  May  18,  170L 
He  was  thrice  married,  and  had  several  children ;  but  only 
one}  whose  name  was  Frederic,  survived  him. 

His  writings  are  extremely  numerous.  They  were  printed 
at  Leyden,  in  3  vols,  folio;  the  first  in  1701,  and  the  two 
-last  in  1703,  They  are  chiefly,  if  not  altogether,  upon  sub- 
.  jects  of  theology.  Among  them  is  a  treatise,  entitled  "Ji}- 
dicium  expetitum  super  dissidio  Anglicano,  et  capitibu^, 
quoe  ad  unionem  sen  comprebensionem  faciuiu.*'  This  he 
.  had  originally  sent  in  1690  to  queen  Mary,  who  submitted 
it  to  Dr.  Tillotson,  who  acknowledged  its  merit  in  a  polite 
letter  to  tbe  author,  stating  the  difficulties  that  prevented 
that  union  between  tbe  church  add  tbe  dissenters  which  the 
learned  professor  wished.  * 

SPARK  (Thomas),  editor  of  Lactantius,  &c.  the  son 
of  Archibald  Spark,  minister  of  Nortbop  in  Flintshire,  was 
born  in  1655,   and  was  educated  at  Westminster-school, 
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whence  he  was  elected  to  Christ  Church,  Oxford,  in  1672. 
After  taking  hU  degrees  in  arts,  and  being  ordained,  he  was 
appointed  chaplain  to  sir  George  Jeffries,  who  promoted 
him  when  he  became  chancellor,  to  what  bene6ces,  or  at 
what  times,  Wood  has  not  discovered ;  but  at  his  death, 
which  took  place  at  Bath,  Sept.  7,  1692,  he  was  rector  of 
Ewehorst  in  Surrey,  to  which  he  had  been  instituted  in 
1687,  and  of  Norton,  or  Hogsnorton,  near  Boswortb,  in 
Leicestershire,  a  prebendary  of  Lichfield  and  of  Roches- 
ter ;  and  D.  D.  Wood  says,  he  ^^  left  behind  him  the  cha- 
racter of  a  learned  man,  but  confident  and  forward  without 
.measure ;  and  by  his  excesses,  and  too  much  agitation  in 
obtaining  spiritualities,  he  brought  himself  into  an  iU  dis- 
position of  body,  which,  contrary  to  his  expectation, 
brought  him,  in  the  prime  of  his  years,  to  his  grave.**  He 
published  a  good  edition  of  ^'  Lactantii  Firmiani  opera  quss 
extant,  ad  fidem  MSS.  recognita,  et  commentariis  illus- 
trata,*'  Oxon.  1684»  8vo;  and  ^^  Notse  in  Kbros  sex  nov» 
btstori»  Zozini  comitis,'*  ibid.  1679,  8vo;  dedicated  to  his 
old  master  Dr.  Busby,  and  translated  into  English  in  1684, 
by  another  hand. ' 

SPARKE  (Thomas),  a  puritan  divine  of  considerable 
note,  was  bom  at  South-Somercote  in  Lincolnshire  in  1548. 
Of  his  early  education  we  have  no  account  until  he  became 
a  fellow  of  Magdalen  college,  Oxford,  iu  1570,  inr  which 
year  he  was  admitted  bachelor  of  arts.  Soon  after  he  was 
presented,  by  Arthur  lord  Grey,  to  the  parsonage  of 
Bletcbley  in  Buckingharosbire«  where  he^  was  held  in  great 
esteem  for  his  piety.  He  was  also  chaplain  to  Cooper, 
bishop  of  Lincoln,  who,  in  1575,  bestowed  on  him  the 
archdeaconry  of  Stow.  In  1581  he  proceeded  in  his  divi* 
nity  degrees,  being  then.  Wood  says,  in  great  esteem  for 
his  learning.  In  1532,  finding  that  be  could  tiot  attend 
to  his  archdeaconry,  from  its  distance  from  his  cure,  he 
resigned  it,  and  retained  Bletcbley  only ;  but  in  Sept. 
1582  he  was  installed  into  the  prebend  of  Sutton  in  Ma* 
risco  in  the  church  of  Lincoln.  In  1603  he  was  called  to 
the  conference  at  Hampton-court,  as  one  of  the  represen-r 
tatives  of  the  puritans,  as  he  had  been  one  of  their  cham- 
pions in  1584  at  the  dispute  at  Lambeth  ;  but  the  issue  of 
the  Hampton-court  conference  was,  that  he  inclined  to 
eonformity,  and  afterwards  expressed  his  sentiments  in 
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**  A  brotherly  persoasion  to  unity  and  aniformity  in  ja<)g* 
ment  and  practice^  toticbing  the  received  and  present  ec- 
clesiastioal  government,  and  the  authorized  ritea  and  cere* 
monies  of  the  church  of  England/'  Lond  1607,  4to.  This 
brought  on  a  controversy,  his  book  being  answered  by  two 
anonymous  writers.  Durmg  queen  Elizabeth's  reign  be 
bad  written  on  the  subject  of  the  succession  to  the  crown^ 
the  title  of  which  we  are  not  told.  This  brought  him  into 
some  trouble,  but  in  a  conversation  with  king  James  he  so 
satisfied  him  that  his  miajesty  ever  after  countenanced  h'rm. 
He  died  at  Bletchley  Oct.  8,  1616,  and  wa^  buried  in  the^ 
chancel  of  that  church,  with  a  long  epitaph  on  a  plate  of 
brass. 

Wood  says,  be  ^<  was  a  learned  man,  a  solid  divine, 
well  read  in  the  fathers,  and  so  much  esteemed  for  his  pro- 
ibundnessy  gravity,  and  exemplary  life  and  conversation, 
that  the  sages  of  the  university  thought  it  fit,  after  his 
death,  to  have  his  picture  painted  on  the  wall  in  the  school- 
gallery  among  the  English  divines  "of  note  there.''  His 
works,  besides  what  we  have  mentioned,  were,  <<  A  com- 
fortable treatise  for  a  troubled  conscietice,"  Lond.  1680^ 
8vo.  2.  '^  Brief  Catechism,"  printed  with  the  former,  and 
a  treatise  on  catechising,  Oxon.  1588,  4to.  3  ^<  Answer 
to  Mr.  Job.  de  Albine's  notable  discourse  against  heresies," 
ibid.  1591,  4to,  4.  <<The  Highway  to  Heaven,  kc. 
against  Bellarmine  and  others,  in  a  treatise  on  the  37^  38, 
and  39  verses  of  the  7  John/'  Lond.  1597,  8vo;  also  a 
funeral  sermon  on  the  earl  of  Bedford,  and  another  on 
lord  Grey.  Dr.  Sparke  left  three  learned  sons,  Thomas, 
fellow  of  New-college,  Oxford,  Andrew  of  Peterhouse  in 
Cambridge,  and  William  of  Magdalen-college,  Oxford, 
who  succeeded  his  father  in  the  living  of  Bletchley.  He 
wrote  "  Vis  naturse,  et  Virtos  Vitae  explicata,  ad  univer- 
snm  doctrinse  ordinem  constituendum,"  Lond.  1612,  8vo; 
and  «<The  Mystery  of  Godliness,"  Oxon.  1628,  4to.  He 
was  living  at  Bletchley  in  1630.' 

SPARROW  (Anthony),  a  learned  prelate,  successively 
bishop  of  Exeter  and  Norwich,  was  born  at  Depden  in 
Suffolk,  and  was  educated  in  Queen's  college,  Cambridge, 
of  which  he  became  scholar  and  fellow,  but  was  ejected  in 
1643,  with  the  rest  of  the  society^  for  their  loyalty  and 
refusing  the  covenant.     Soon  afterwards  be  accepted  the 

1  Ach.  Ox.  vol.  J.^WiUis'8  Catfiedlralf«— NeaPi  Hift  of  Uie  Poritans. 
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rectory  of  Hawkedon  io  Sufiblk,  but  before  he  had  held  it 
above  five  weeks>  was  again  ejected  for  reading  the  Com- 
moD  Prayer.  After  the  restoration  he  returned  to  his  liv- 
ing, was  elected  one  of  the  preachers  at  St.  iEdmand's 
Bary,  and  was  made  archdeacon  of  Sudbury,  and  a  pre- 
bendary of  Ely.  About  1577  be  was  elected  master  of 
Queen's  college,  where  he  -had  been  educated,  and  re- 
signed bb  chkrge  at  St«  Edmund's  Bury,  and  the  rectory 
of  Hawkedon,  on  which  he  had  bestowed  in  repairs  20Ql. 
On  Nov.  3,  1667,  he  was  cons^ecrated  bishop  of  Exeter, 
and  on  the  death  of  Dr.  Reynolds  in  1678  was  translated 
to  Norwich,  where  he  died  in  May  1685.  He  is  well 
Icnown  by  a  very  useful  book,  and  if  we  mistake  not,  the 
first  of  ito  kind,  entitled  the  <*  Rationale  of  the  Book  of 
Common-prayer  of  the  Church  of  England,''  Lond.  1657^ 
]2mo,  often  reprinted.  The  best  edition  is  that  of  1722, 
8vo,  with  Downes's  Lives  of  the  Compilers  of  the  Liturgy, 
and  bishop  Sparrow's  sermon  on  **  Confession  of  Sins  and 
Absolution."  Bishop  Sparrow  also  published  another  use- 
ful '^  Collection  of  Articles,  Injunctions,  Canons,  Orders^ 
Ordinances,  &c."  1671,  4to.' 

SPARTIANUS.     See  LAMPRIDIUS. 

SPEED  (John),  a  well-known  English  historian,  was 
bom  at  Farington  in  Cheshire,  about  1555,  and  brought 
^up  to  the  business  of  a  taylor,  and  became  a  freeman  of 
the  company  of  Merchant-taylors  in  the  city  of  London. 
He  had  probably  shewn  some  taste  for  literature,  as  sir 
Fulk  Grevile,  a  patron  of  learning,  took  him  from  his  shop- 
board,  and  supported  him  in  his  study  of  English  history 
and  antiquities.  By  such  encouragement  he  published,  in 
1606,  his  <<  Theatre  of  Great-Britain ;"  which  was  after- 
wards reprinted,  particularly  in  1650,  under  this  title: 
^^  The  Theatre  of  the  Empire  of  Great  Britaine,  presenting 
an  exact  geography  of  the  kingdomes  of  England,  Scot- 
land, Ireland,  and  the  isles  adjoyning.  With  the  shires, 
hundreds,  cities,  and  shire-townes  within  the  kingdome  of 
England,  divided  and  described  by  John  Speed,"  falio. 
Nicolson  observes,  that  these  maps  ^'  are  extremely  good ; 
and  make  a  noble  apparatus,  as  they  were  designed,  to  bis 
history:  but  his  descriptions  of  the  several  counties  are 
mostly  short  abstracts  of  what  Camden  had  said  before 
him."     In  1614  he  published,  in  folio,  ''The  History  of 
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Great  Britain  under  the  conquests  of  the  Romansi  Saxont, 
Danes,  and  Normans;  their  originals,  manners,  warrea, 
coines,  and  seales,  with  the  successions,  lives,  actes,  and 
issues  of  the  English  monarchs,  from  Julius  Csesar  to  our 
most  gracious  sovereigne  king  James;'*  de4icated  to 
James  I.  *  He  borrowed  many  of  his  materials  from  Cam- 
den ;  and  was  supplied  with  many  by  sir  Robert  Cotton, 
sir  Henry  Spelman^  and  other  antiquaries,  with  whom  he 
was  well  acquainted.  There  are  prefixed  to  it  commenda* 
tory  poems  in  Latin,  French,  and  English,  by  sir- Henry 
Spelman  and  others ;  and  many  writers  have  spoken  of  it 
in  terms  of  high  commendation.  Speed  was  not  only  an 
historian,  but  also  a  divine;  for,  in  1616,  be  published  a 
work  in  8vo,  called  *^  The  Cloud  of  Witnesses,  or  the 
Genealogies  of  Scripture,  confirming  the  truth  of  holy 
history  and  humanity*of  Christ."  This  was  prefixed  to  the 
new  translation  of  the  Bible  in  1611,  and  printed  for  many 
years  in  the  subsequent  editions,  particularly  of  the  folio 
and  quarto  sizes,  and  king  James  I.  gave  him  a  patent  for 
securing  the  property  of  it  to  him  and  his  lieirs. 

He  died  July  28,  1629,  and  was  buried  in  the  church  of 
St  Giles,  Cripplegate,  London,  where  a  monument  wa^ 
erected  to  his  memory.  By  his  wife  Susanna,  with  whom 
he  lived  fifty-seven  years,  and  who  died  almost  a  year  be- 
fore him,  he  bad  twelve  sons,  and  six  daughters.  One  of' 
his  sons,  named  John,  was  an  eminent  physician ;  of 
whom  we  shall  give  some  account.  As  to  Speed  himself, 
^<  he  must  be  acknowledged,*'  says  Nicolson,  ^^  to  have  had 
a  head  the  best  disposed  towards  history  of  any  of  our  wri- 
ters ;  and  would  certainly  have  outdone  himself,  as  far  as 
he  haA  gone  beyond  the  rest  of  his  profession,  if  the  ad- 
vantages of  his  education  had  been  answerable  to  those  of 
I^is  natural  genius.  But  what  could  be  expected  from  a 
taylor  ?     However,  we  may  boldly  say,  that  his  chronicle 

*  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Rev.  Phil.  1 45,  and  bcipg  dividei)  into  four  books; 

If  orant  to  Dr.  Ducarel,  Dec.  95,  1754 :  for  the  historical  part  begins  with  book 

*'  I  have  leeo  the  first  edition  of  Speed's  the  fifth,  and  fol.  155.     But  then  the 

Bist.  which  was  in  1614.     'Tit  much  chotographical  pari  could  not  be  m 

preferable  to  all  the  stibseqoent  ones,  large  as  it  it  in  the  present  form ;  the 

Wing  in  a  larger  folio»  and  on  ailat  late    editions    making  tip  a    thicker 

paper,  and  the  cots  ar^  tbarper  ainl  ▼oluqie  ^an  of  145  folios.     1  will  exa- 

clearer.    That  vhich  1  have  »een  was  mine. 

in  a  dMtinct  Volume  $  bothy  the  Con-  **  ft  was  a  wonderful  work,  consider- 
iants  in  the  beginning,  it  appears,  that  ing  who  was  the  author;  but  he  bad. 
the  cborographical  part  was  designed  the  assistance  of  the  immortal  sir  Ro- 
to be  at  ttjpa  hei|d,  compreheiidin^  folios  bert  Cpitoo,  Dr.  Barkbam,  lic»" 
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ia  the  largest  and  best  we  have  hitherto  extant.**  In  ano* 
ther  place,-  ^*  John  Speed  was  a  peiton  of  extraordinary 
industry  and  attainments  in  the  study  of  antiquities ;  and 
seems  not  altogether  unworthy  the  name  of  <  summus  & 
eruditus  antiquarius/  given  hiiti  by  Sheringham,  who  was 
certainly  so  himself.*' 

His  son  John  Spebd  was  born  at  London  in  1595,  and 
educated  at  Merchant-taylors'  school,  whence  he  was 
elected  a  scholar  of  St.  JohnVcollege  in  Oxford,  in  1612, 
,of  which  be  afterwards  became  a  fellow,  and  took  the  de- 
gree  of  master  of  arts,  and  bachelor  and  doctor  of  physic. 
He  wrote  '^  £«iMTof  utnusque  sexus  ToMAoyrof,''  a  manuscript 
in  Latin,  dedicated  to  archbishop  Laud,  and  preserved  in 
the  library  of  St.  John-college.  This  piece  relates  to  two 
skeletons,  one  of  a  man,  another  of  a  woman,  made  by  Dr. 
Speed,  and  given  by  him  to  that  library.  He  wrote  like- 
wise *'  Stonehenge,  a  Pastoral,"  acted  before  Dr.  Rich.  • 
Baylie,  and  the  president  and  fellows  of  St.  John's-college 
in  1635.  It  is  extant  in  manuscript  He  died  in  May 
1640,  and  was  buried  in  the  chapel  of  that  college.  He 
married  a  daughter  of  Bartholomew  Warner,  M.  D.  and  had 
by  her  two  sons.  One  of  them,  Samuhl,  was  a  studenjt  of 
Christ-church  in  Oxford,  and  was  installed  canon  of  that 
church  May  the  6th,  1674,  and  died  at  Godaimin  in  Sur- 
rey, of  v^hich  he  was  vicar,  January  the  22d,  1681.  The 
other,  John,  was  born  at  Oxford,  and  elected  scholar  of 
St.  John's-college  there  about  1643,  but  ejected  thence 
by  the  parliament-visitors  in  1648,  he  being  then  bachelor 
of  arts  and  fellow.  At  the  restoration  he  was  restored  to 
bis  fellowship,  and  in  1666  took  the  degree  of  physic,  and 
afterwards  quitting  his  fellowship,  he  practised  that  faculty 
at  Southampton,  where  he  was  living  in  1694.  He  wrote 
*^  Batt  upon  Batt;  a  Poem  upon  tb^  parts,  patience,  and 
pains  of  Bartholomew  Kempster,  clerk,  poet,  and  cutler 
of  Holy-rood  parish  in  Southampton ;"  and.  also  **  The 
Vision,  wherein  is  described  Batt's  person  and  ingenuity, 
with  an  account  of  the  ancient  and  present  state  and  glory 
of  Southampton.'*  Both  these  pieces  were  printed  at  Lon« 
don  in  two  sheeU  in  fol.  and  afterwards  in  4to.  The  coun- 
tess de  Viri,  wife  of  a  late  Sardinian  ambassador,  was 
lineally  descended  from  our  historian.  Such  was  the  friend- 
ship between  lord  Cobham  and  colonel  Speed,  her  father, 
that  upon  his  decease,  he  esteemed  her  as  his  own  child, 
l>rought  her  up  in  bis  family,  and  treated  her  with  paternal 
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care  and  tenderness.  Her  extraordinary  merit  tecom« 
mended  her  to  the  viscoontess  Cobbam,  wbo  left  her  tbe 
bulk  of  her  fortune.  This  iady,  who  was  eminent  for  her 
wit  and  accomplishments,  is  celebrated  by  Gray  in  his 
^'  Long  Story/'  which  indeed  was  written  in  consequence 
of  a  visit  from  her.* 

SPELMAN  (Sir  Henry),  an  eminent  English  antiquary, 
was  descended  from  an  ancient  family  of  his  name,  which 
flourished  in  the  time  of  Henry  HL  at  Bekington  in  Hamp* 
shire,  and  in  the  fifteenth  century  was  settled  in  Norfolk, 
where  our  autbor^s  great-grandfather  was  possessed  of  a 
considerable  estate.  This  great-grandfather  married  the 
heiress  of  the  Narborough  family,  by  whom  be  bad  a  son 
who  became  sir  John  Spelman,  knt  of  Narborough,  and 
our  author's  father,  Henry,  was  the  fourth  son  of  ftir  John, 
-and  lived  at  Congham  near  Lynn-regis  in  Norfolk.  He 
married  Frances,  daughter  of  William  Sanders  of  Ewell  in 
Surrey,  by  whom  he  had  our  author,  his  eldest  son,  who 
was  born  in  1 562,  and  educated  at  the  school  of  Walsing- 
ham  in  the  neighbourhood.  In  his  fourteenth  year,  when 
according  to  his  own  modest  account  he  was  scarcely  ripe 
for  academical  studies,  he  was  entered  of  Trinity^college, 
Cambridge.  Here  he  applied  with  great  diligence  for  two 
years  and  a  half,  but  upon  the  death  of  bis  father,  he  was 
obliged  to  return  home,  and  assist  his  mother,  in  managing 
the  afiiurs  of  the  family. 

After  remaining  at  Congham  about  a  year,  he  was  ad^ 
mitted  of  Lincoln's-inn,  with  a  view  to  the  law  as  a  pro- 
fession. This,  however,  he  appears  to  have  studied  rather 
in  a  general  way,  as  far  as  respected  the  laws,  customs, 
and  constitution  of  his  country,  and  at  the  same  time  culti- 
vated polite  literature  and  antiquities.  When  almost  of 
age,  he  returned  to  Norfolk,  and  married  Eleanor,  tbe 
daughter  of  John  Le  Strange,  a  gentleman  of  an  ancient 
family  in  the  same  connty.  He  now  employed  himself  in 
rural  and  domestic  aflairs,  studying  also,  at  intervals,  the 
constitution  and  antiquities  of  his  country;  and  having 
some  property,  either  paternal  or  acquired  by  his  marriage, 
he  was  enabled  to  add  to  it  by  certain  purchases,  particu- 
larly of  the  lease  of  Blackburgh  and  Wrongey  abbies  in 
Norfolk.     Besides  a  family  of  his  own,  he  had  the  guar^ 

'  Bioff.  Brit.— Ath.  Ox.  tqU.  I.  and  II.— Grwifer.— FuUcrt  WorUiifi.— 
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dianship  of  sir  Hamon  Le  Strange,  bis  brodier-in-1a%  and 
during  his  minority ,  resided  at  Hunstanton,  the  seat  of  sir 
Hamon.  The  first  fruit  of  his  studies,  said  to  have  been 
begun  when  very  young,  was  a  Latin  treatise  on  coats  of 
arms,  entitled  ^  Aspilogia,"  in  which  he  displays  a  con- 
siderable fund  of  curious  information ;  and  bel  frequently 
employed  himself  in  making  transcripta  of  several  founda- 
tion-charters of  the  monasteries  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk. 
Having  been  admitted  a  member  of  the  original  society  of 
antiquaries,  he  became  acquainted  with  those  celebrated 
lovers  of  that  science,  Camden,  sir  Robert  Cotton,  and 
others,  whose  conversation  improved  his  knowledge,  and 
decided  his  taste  for  pursuits  similar  to  what  had  engaged 
their  attention.  In  1594  he  is  thought  to  have  written  **fL 
Discourse  concerning  the  Coin  of  this  kingdom,"  chiefly 
with  iet  view  to  prove  the  immense  treasures  which  had  been 
dtawn  from  England,  in  consequence  of  the  usurpations  of 
the  pope. 

In  1604  he  served  as  high  sheriff  of  Norfolk,  of  which 
county  he  furnished  Speed  with  a  description,  and  being 
now  distinguished  for  his  abilities,  be  was  sent  by  king 
James  three  several  times  into  Ireland  as  one  of  the  com* 
missioners  for  determining  the  unsettled  titles  to  lands  and 
manors  in  that  country ;  and  at  home  was  appointed  One* 
of  the  commissioners  to  inquire  into  the  oppression  of  ex* 
acted  fees  in  all  the  courts  and  offices  of  England,  as  well 
ecclesiastical  as  civil ;  which  bishop  Hacket  calls  ^^  a  noble 
examination  and  fiill  of  justice.'*  This  gave  rise  to  his 
learned  treatise  "  De  Sepultura,*'  or  of  **  Burial  Fees,'*  m 
which  he  proved  the  existence  of  very  exorbitant  exactions. 
These  employments,  however,  having  tended  to  the  injury 
of  his  fortune,  the  government  was  so  sensible  of  his  ser- 
vices, that  a  present  of  300/.  was  made  him,  not  as  a  full 
recompence"  (for  so  it  is  expressed  in  the  king's  writ), 
but  only  ^*  as  an  occasional  remembrance,"  till  something 
more  equal  to  his  merit  could  be  done  for  him.  He  was 
also  knighted  by  James  I.  who  had  a  particular  esteem  for 
him;  as  well  on  account  of  his  known  capacity  for  business, 
as  his  extensive  learning,  especially  in  the  laws  and  anti- 
<piities  of  our  nation,  which  were  the  constant  subjects  of 
his  researches.  With  a  view  to  pursue  those  researches 
with  more  advantage  than  was  possible  in  a 'country  resi- 
dence, he  djetermined  to  remove  to  London.  Accordingly 
in  1612,  be  sold  his  stock   upon  the  farms,  let  out  his 
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estate  to  tenaots,  and  removed  with  his  faaiily  to  the  me* 
tropolis,  where  he  had  a  house  in  Barbican. 

While  here  employed  in  investigating  *^  the  grounds  of 
the  law  from  original  records,'*  which  engraged  him  in  a 
perusal  of  the  fathers,  councils,  and  ancient  historians,  he 
was  for  some  time  diverted  from  this  pursuit  by  a  conver- 
sation with  bis  uncle,  Mr»  Francis  Sanders,  who  complained 
to  him  of  the  many  crosses  and  disappointments  he  had 
met  with  in  a  building  he  had  then  in  hand  upon  the  glebe 
of  his  appropriated  parsonage  at  Congham.  Sir  Henry, 
who  bad  a  profound  veneration  for  church-property,  told 
his  uncle  that  this  was  a  judgment  upon  him  for  defrauding 
the  church,  and  that  it  was  utterly  unlawful  to  keep  appro- 
priated parsonages  in  lay  hands;  and  finding  him  somfs- 
wbat  impressed  with  what  he  had  said,  he  expatiated  more 
fully  on  the  subject  in  a  written  paper,  which,  owing  to 
Mr.  Sanders^s  death,  never  reached  him.  It  was,  however, 
published  under  the  title  **  De  non  temerandis  Ecclesiis,'^ 
or,  *^  Churches  not  to  be  violated.''  He  reprinted  it  in 
)615,  $vo,  and  about  the  same  time  a  defence  of  it  against 
an  anonymous  writer,  with  a  Latin  epistle  to  Mn  Richard 
Carew,  who  had  made  some  objections  to  his  treatise.  The 
effect  of  sir  Henry's  argumenu  was  very  extraordinary ; 
for  several  persons  actually  parted  with  their  impropria- 
tions. That  he  was  sincere  himself  is  sufficiently  obvious, 
for  being  possessed  of  the  impropriation  of  Middleton  in 
Norfolk,  he  disposed  of  it  for  the  augmentation  of  the  vicar- 
age, and  also  some  additions  to  Congham  uhich  lies  near 
it  It  is  said  likewise  that  during  the  whole  of  his  life, 
almost  at  every  law-term  in  London,  he  was  consulted  by 
various  lay-impropriators  as  to  the  mode  by  which  they 
might  restore  their  unlawful  possessions  of  this  kind ;  and 
some  are  reported  to  have  thanked  him  for  his  book,  de- 
claring that  they  would  never  purchase  any  appropriate 
parsonages  to  augment  their  estates. 

The  meetings  of  the  society  of  antiquaries  which  had 
been  discontinued  for  twenty  years,  were  revived,  in  1614, 
by  sir  Henry  Spelman  and  others,  who  now  drew  up  his 
**  Discourse  concerning  the  original  of  the  four  Law  Terms 
of  the  year,"  in  which  the  laws  of  the  Jews,  Grecians^ 
Romans,  Saxons,  add  Normans,  relating  to  this  subject  are 
fully  explained.  This  treatise  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  published  until  1684,  12mo,  and  then  from  a  very 
incorrect  copy,  yet  was  printed  from  the  same  in  Heame's 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


S  P  E  L  M  A  N.  269 

*<  Curious  Dtseoiif§es,*'  along  with  others  on  the  same  sub- 
ject, by  Mr.  Joseph'Holland  and  Mr.  Thomas  Thynn.  In 
1621,  an  apology  for  archbishop  Abbot^  respecting  the 
death  of  a  piark-keeper,  (see  Abbot)  was  answered  by  sir 
Henry,  who  endeavours  to  prove,  not  only  that  the  arch- 
bishop was  guilty  of  an  irregularity  by  that  act,  but  als« 
intimates  that  he  could  not  be  effectually  reinstated  without 
some  extraordinary  form  of  new  consecration.  He  even 
goes  so  far  as  to  assert  that  by  the  canons  hunting  is  un- 
lawful in  a  clergyman  ;  and  be  also  advances*  many  other 
positions  to  which  no  very  cordial  assent  will  now  perhaps 
be  given. 

In  the  course  of  those  antiquarian  studies  which  respect 
the  origin  and  foundation  of  our  laws,  he  frequently  found 
himself  impeded  by  obsolete  words.  These  he  began  to 
collect  by  degrees,  with  references  to  th^  places  where  they 
occur,  and  by  comparing  these  places  was  enabled  to  form 
at  least  some  very  probable  conjectures  as  to  the  meaning 
of  them.  This  labour  be  soon  experienced  must  be  assist- 
ed by  a  knowledge  of  the  Saxon,  which  at  that  time  was 
very  rare,  and  his  helps  consequently  were  few,  yet  by  dint 
of  industry  he  acquired  a  very  considerable,  knowledge  of 
this  language,  and  before  1626  had,  in  a  great  measure, 
prepared  bis  *^  Glossary"  for  the  press,  and  because  he 
would  not  depend  upon  his  own  judgment,  he  printed  of\e 
or  two  sheets  by  way  of  specimen,  for  the  perusal  of  his 
friends.  These  were  so  satisfied,  that  he  received  ample 
encouragement  from  the  most  learned  persons  of  that  a^e: 
at  home,  from  Usher,  Williams,  then  lord  keeper,  Seldeu, 
and  sir  Robert  Cotton  ;  abroad,  from  Rigaltius,  Salmasius, 
Peiresc,  and  others;  as  also  from  Bignonius,  Meursius, 
and  Lindenbrokius,  whose  assistance  he  very  gratefully  ac- 
knowledges. Upon  this,*. he  published  it  as  far  as  to  the 
end  of  the  letter  L.  Why  be  went  no  farther,  is  variously 
explained.  Some  have  fancied,  that  he  stopped  at  the  let- 
ter M,  because  he  expressed  certain  sentiments,  under  the 
beads  **  Magna  cbarta,''  and  '*  Maximum  consilium,"  which 
bis  friends  were  afraid  might  give  ofience ;  '^  that  not  being 
a  season,"  says  bishop  Gibson,  **  to  speak  freely,  either  of 
the  prerogative  of  the  king,  or  the  liberty  of  the  subject, 
both  which  upon  many,  occasions  would  have  fallen  in  bis 
wayV    The  author  has  told  us,  in  an  advertisement  be- 

*  Atibrpy  taysthatarchbithop  LbiuI,     for  sir  Henry.  *'  hindered  the  printinf 
whoDoCwtLLsundiDshadagreate^iec'izi     of  the  second   part  of  his  Glossary, 
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fore  the  book,  that  be  chose  to  entitle  his  work>^'  Arohoo- 
logus,"  rather  than  <*  Gloasarium/*  as  we  oommoDly  call 
.  it :  for  a  glossary^  strictly  speakiog^  is  oo  more  than  a  bare 
explication  of  words ;  whereas  this  treats  more  especially  of 
things,  and  contains  entire  discourses  and  disserfcationa 
upon  several  heads.  For  this  reason,  it  was  thought  worthy 
not  only  to  be  consulted  upon  occasion,  like  common  lexi- 
cons or  dictionaries ;  but  it  ought  to  be  carefully  perused 
and  studied,  as  the  greatest  treasure  extant  of  the  ancient 
customs  and  constitutions  of  England. 

About  the  time  that  he  disposed  of  the  unsold  copies  of 
bis  ^^  Glohsary,^'  sir  William  Dugdale  acquainted  air  Henry 
Spelman,  that  many  learned  men  were  desirous  to  see  the 
second  part  published,  and  requested  of  him  to  gratify  the 
world  with  the  work  entire.  Upon  this,  he  shewed  sir  Wil* 
liam  the  second  part,  and  also  the  improvements  which  he 
bad  made  in  the  first ;  but  told  him,  at  the  same  time,  the 
discouragement  he  had  met  with  in  publishing  the  first 
part.  Upon  his  death,  all  his  papers  came  into  the  band^ 
of  sir  John  Spelman,  his  eldest  son ;  a  gentleman,  who  had 
abilities  sufficient  to  complete  what  his  father  had  beg^n, 
if  death  had  not  prevented  him.  After  the  restoration  of 
Charles  II.  archbishop  Sheldon  and  chancelbr  Hyde  in« 
quired  of  sir  William  Dugdale,  what  became  of  the  second 
part,  and  whether  it  was  ever  finished ;  and,  upon  his  an- 
swering in  the  affirmative,  expressed  a  desire  that  it  might 
be  printed.  Accordingly  it  was  published  by  sir  William 
in  1664;  but^  as  Gibson  says,  *^  the  latter  part  in  compa- 
rison of  the  other  is  jejune  and  scanty;  and  everyone  must 
see,  that  it  is  little  more  than  a  collection,  out  of  which  he 
intended  to  compose  such  discourses,  as  he  has  all  along 
given  us  in  the  first  part,  under  the  words  of  the  greatest 
import  and  usefulness.''  It  was  surmised,  for  it  never  waa 
proved,  that  because  sir  William  Dugdale  had  the  publish- 
ing of  the  second  part,  he  inserted  many  things  of  his  own, 

which  began  at  M,  where  there  were  refused  it,  ani]  this  first  part  was  there* 

Ibree  M'§  that  scandalized  the  archbi-  fore  printed  at  sir  Henry's  expence, 

shotp^Magoa  Cbarta :  Magnum  Con-  Bill,  however,  was  not  mucbto  blaine» 

ciliuoi  Regis  j  and"  (hiatus  in  MS,)  considering  the  matter  as  a  commercial 

This  seems  to  confirm  what  bishop  speculation,  for  at  the  end  of  eleven 

Qibsonsays,  but  another  reason  for  years  the  greatest  pttitofthe  imprea-* 

discoutinuing  the  work  might  be  the  sion  remained  unsold j  but  at  that -timtt 

want  of  public  taste.     He  offered  ihe  in  1637,  two  booksellers,  Stephens  and 

work  to  Bill,  the  king's  printer,  for  the  Meredith,   ventured  to  bargain  with 

small  sum  of  five  pounds  for  copy  •  right,  him  for  the  uniold  copiat. 
and  that  to  be  paid  in  books,  yet  BiU 
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which  were  not  in  sir  Henry  Spelinan^s  copy;  and  partica^ 
larly  some  passages,  which  tend  to  the  enlargement  of  tbtt 
prerogative,  in  opposition  to  the  liberties  of  the  subject. 
This  is  noticed  by  Mr.  Atwood,  in  his  **  Jus  Anglorum  ab 
antique  ;^':  and  the  authenticity  of  it  is  vindicated,  and  some 
carious  particulars  are  related  concerning  it,  bv  Dr.  Brady, 
in  bis  ^<  Animadversions  on  Jani  Anglorum  lacies  nova." 
Bishop  Gibson  also  assures  us,  that  the  very  copy  from  which 
it  was  printed,  is  in  the  Bodleian  library  in  sir  Henry's  own 
hand,  and  exactly  agrees  with  the  printed  book ;  and  par- 
ticularly under  the  word  **  Parlamentum,''  and  those  other 
passages^  upon  which  the  controversy  was  raised.  So  far 
then  as  the  copy  goes,  for  it  ends  at  the  word  ^*  Riota,'*  it 
is  a  certain  testimony,  that  sir  William  Dugdale  did  no 
more  than  mark  it  for  the  printer,  and  transcribe  here  and 
there  a  loose  paper;  and,  though  the  rest  of  the  copy  was 
lost  before  it  came  to  the  Oxford  library,  on  which  account 
there  is  not  the  same  authority  for  the  Glossary's  being  ge* 
miine  of  the  letter  R ;  yet  it  is  not  likely,  that  sir  William 
bad  any  more  share  in  tiiese  last  letters  of  the  alphabet, 
than  be  had  in  any  of  the  rest.  There  was  a  third  edition 
in  1687,  illustrated  with  commentaries,  and  much  enlarged. 
In  1627,  sir  Henry  compiled  a  history  of  the  civil  affairs 
of  the  kingdom,  from  the  conquest  to  Magna  Charta,  taken 
from  the  best  historians,  and  generally  in  their  own  words. 
Tiiis  was  printed  by  Wilkins  at  the  end  of  his  edition  of  the 
Saxon  laws.  His  next  great  work  was  his  <<  Collection  of 
the  Councils,  Decrees,  Laws,  and  Constitutions  of  the  En** 
glish  church  from  1066  to  1531.''  In  this  be  was  particu- 
larly encouraged  by  the  archbishops  Abbot,  Laud,  and 
especially  Usber.  The  deceased  bishop  Andrews  had  sug- 
gested this  scheme  to  Dr.  Matthew  Wren,  who  had  made 
some  progress,  but  desisted  when  he  heard  that  sir  Henry 
Spelman  was  engaged  in  the  same  design.  Archbishop 
Abbot  lived  to  see  some  part  of  the  copy,  and  greatly  ap^ 
proved  of  it.  He  branched  his  undertaking  into  three 
parts,  assigning  an  entire  volume  to  each  division :  l.  '^From 
the  first  plantation  of  Christianity  to  the  coming  in  of  the 
Conqueror  in  1066."  2.  **  From  the  Norman  conquest  to 
the  casting  off  the  pope^s  supremacy,  and  the  dissolution 
of  monasteries  by  Henry  VIII."  3.  "  The  History  of  the 
Beformed  English  Church,  from  Henry  VIII.  to  his  own 
time."  The  volumej  which  contained  the  first  of  these 
heads,  was  published  in  1639,  about  two  years  before  his 
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death,  with  his  own  annotations  upon  the  more  dilate 
places.  The  second  volume  of  tiie  ^  Councils/'  was  |)tit 
into  the  hands  of  sir  William  Dugdale,  by  the  direction  of 
Sheldon  and  Hyde.  Sir  William  made  considerable  addi- 
tions to  it  out  of  the  archbishop's  registers  and  the  Cotto* 
nian  library;  and  it  was  published  in  1664,  but  with  abun- 
dance of  faults,  occasioned  by  the  negligence  of  either  the 
copier,  or  corrector,  or  both.  His  revival  of  Saxon  litera- 
ture was  of  great  importance  to  the  study  of  antiquities. 
He  had  found  the  excellent  use  of  that  language  in  the 
whole  course  of  his  studies,  and  much  lamented  the  neglect 
of  it  both  at  home  and  abroad ;  which  was  so  very  general^ 
that  he  did  not  then  know  one  man  in  the  world,  who  per- 
fectly understood  it.  This  induced  him  to  found  a  Saxon 
lecture  in  the  university  of  Cambridge,  allowing  10/.  per 
annum  to  Mr.  Abraham  Wheelocke,  presenting  him  to  the 
Ticarage  of  Middleton  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  and  giving 
him  likewise  the  profits  of  the  impropriate  rectory  of  the 
same  church  i  both  which  were  intended  by  him  to  be  set- 
tled in  perpetuity  as  an  endowment  of  that  lecture :  but  sir 
Henry  and  his  eldest  son  dying  in  the  compass  of  two  years, 
the  civil  wars  breaking  forth,  and  their  estate  being  se- 
questered, the  family  became  incapable  of  accomplishing 
his  design. 

The  last  labour  of  sir  Henry  Spelman  was  bis  treatise  on 
^^  The  original  growth,  propagation,  and  condition  of  Te- 
nures by  knight  service  in  England,"  a  remarkable  proof 
of  mental  vigour  at  bis  very  advanced  age,  for  he  was  now 
approaching  to  eighty.  His  last  days  he  passed  with  his 
son-in-law,  sir  Ralph  Whitfield,  in  Barbican,  at  whose 
house  he  died  in  1641,  in  the  eighty-first  3^ar  of  his  age. 
He  was  interred  with  great  solemnity,  by  order  of  the  king, 
in  Westminster  abbey,  in  the  south  isle,  near  the  door  of 
St.  Nicholas  chapel,  at  the  foot  of  the  pillar,  opposite  to 
the  monument  of  his  friend  Camden. 

His  biographer,  Gibson,  characterizes  him  as  a  ^'  gen- 
tleman of  great  learning*,  and  a  hearty  promoter  and  en- 

*  The  following  memoraodums  froib  dull  boy  be  would  say,  *  At  very  a 

Mr.  Aubrey's  MSS.  lately  published,  dunce  as  H.  Spelman.'     He  was  a  boy 

nay  not  be  unacceptable :  **  When  he  of  great  spirit^  and  would  not  learne 

(sir  H.  Spelman)  was  about  10  or  12  there.    He  was  (upon  bis  importuniug) 

he  went  to  schools  to  a  curst  Mrbool-  sent  to  another  schoolmaster,  and  pro« 

master,  to  whom  he  had  an  antipathic,  fited  very  well.-*I  have  beard  his  grand- 

His  master  would  discountenance  bin*  son  say,  that  the  Spelmans'  witts  open 

and  was  very  severe  to  bim,  and  to  a  late.    He  was  much  perplexed  with 
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courage?  of  it :  in  bis  temper  calm  and  sedate,  and  in  bh 
writings^  grave  and  inoifensive ;  a  true  lover  of  the  esta^ 
bltsbed  ctnifcb,  and  a  zealous  maintainerof  ber  rigbts  and 
privileges/'  During  tbe  early  part  of  king  Cbarles's  dif- 
ferences'wiib  the  parliament,  he  allowed  that  the  latter  liad 
some  ground  for  complaint^  and  that  abuses  prevailed  which 
be  wished  to  see  rectiBed  ;  but  it  is  too  much  to  infer  frond 
tlusy'as  some  have  done,  that  sir  Henry  Spelman  would 
have  been  less  loyal,  l^s  a  supporter  of  tbe  constitution  ib 
church  and  state  than  he  had  always  professed  himself,  had 
he  lived  to  see  the  unhappy  consequences  of  civil  discord. 
As^au  encourager  of  learning,  and  above  all  a  contributor 
to  tbe  knowledge  of  the  antiquities  of  his  country,  be  is 
entitled  to  the  highest  veneration.  He  patronized  Speed 
and  Dodsworth,  and  he  brought  forward  Dugdale. 

On  the  death  of  sir  Henry,  his  papers  became  the  pro- 
perty of  bis  eldest  son,  sir  John  Spelman,  whom  be  calls 
^*  tbe  heir  of  his  studies.*'  Sir  John,  whom,  by  tbe  way. 
Wood  erroneously  calls  sir  Henry's  ^(miif^j/  son,  received 
great  encouragement  and  assurance  of  favour  from  Charles 
I.  That  king  sent  for  sir  Henry  Spelman,  and  offered  biib 
tbe  mastership  of  Sutton's  hospital,  with  some  other  advan- 
tages,  in  considetation  of  his  good  services  both  to  church 
and  state;  but  sir  Henry,  thanking  bis  majesty,  replied, 
**  that  he  was  very  old,  Wnd  bad  one  foot  in  the  grave,  bui 
should  be  more  obliged,  if  he  would  consider  his  son  :"'  on 
which,  the  king  sent  for  Mr.  Spelman,  and  conferred  that 
and  the  honour  of  knighthood  upon  him  at  Whitehall  in 
1641.  After  the  rebellion  commenced,  his  majesty,  by  a 
letter  under  his  own  band,  commanded  him  from  his  bouse  in 
Norfolk,  to  attend  at  Oxford ;  where  he  resided  in  Brazen- 

Imwe-suites  and   worldly  troubles,  lo  Deigbbouri,  be  would  always  ask  ber 

tbat  be  was  about  40  before  he  could  wbat  of  antiquity  she  had  beard  or  ob- 

fltCtle  bifliMelle  to  make  any  great  pro-  termed,  and  if  she  brought  home  be 

greiae  in  learning,  which  when  be  did,  such  account,  he  would  chide  her  (j^^ 

we  find  what  great  tnouuments  of  anti-  inglyO — Sir  William  Dugdale  knew  sir 

quarian  knowledge  he  hath  left  to  the  Henry  Spelman.  and  sayes  he  was  as 

world.— He  was «  handsome  gentleman  tall  as  bis  grandson,  Harry  Spelman. 

(as  appears  by  his  picture  in  Biblio*  He  has  been  told  that  sir  Henry  did  noC 

theca  Cottoniana)  strong  and  valiant,  nnderstand  Latin  perfectly  till  be  was 

and  wore  always  his  sword,  tilt  he  was  foorty  years  old.     He  said  to  sir  Wil- 

abont  seventy  or  more,  wbtn  finding  liam,  *  We  are  beboldeo  to  Mr.  Spe«d 

bis  legges  to  foulter  through  feebleness  and  Stowe  for  siitcking  up  for  us  our 

as  he  was  walking,    *  Now,'  said  he,  English  history.'    It  seems  they  were 

*  'tis  time  to  leave  off  my  sword.' —  both  taylors."  Letters  by  eminent  per- 

Wbenbis  daughter-in-law,  (sir  John's  sons,  1813,  3  vols.  8vo. 
wife)  retosned  home  from  visiting  her 

Vol,  XXVIII.  T 
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IHM  coUegtt  Md  Wtts  often  called  to  iprivate  couoc^^  and> 
eieployed  to  write  several  papers  id  TUuUcatioD  of  tbe  pro- 
iceediags  of  tbe  court.  He  was  tbe  author  of  '^  A  •  view  of  a 
areteode  i  book,  entitled,  *  Observations  upon  his  Majeaty's 
Uf^  Answers  aud  Epistles/'  Oxford,  164^2,  4to.  His  naeie 
is  not  to  it ;  but  Dr.  Barlow,  who  bad  received  a  copy  frooi 
bim,  iiiformf  d  Wood  that  it  was  composed  by  him.  Sir 
John  wrote  also  ^*The  case  of  our  affairs  in  law,  religion, 
and  other  circumstances,  briefly  examined  and  presented 
to  the  conscence/'  1643,  4to.  While  he  was  thus  attend* 
iog  the  affairs  of  tbe  public,  and  his  own  private  studies, 
as  those  would  give  him  leave,  he  died  July  25»  1643.  His 
funeral  sermon,  by  his  onajesty's  special  order,  was  preached 
by  archbishop  Usher.  He  published  the  Saxon  Psalter 
under  tbe  title  of  ^*  Psalterium  Davidis  Latino- Saxonicum 
veUs,^'  1641»  4to,  from  an  old  manuscript  in  bis  fatber^s 
library,  collated  with  three  other  copies.  He  wrote  also 
the  ^^  Life  of  king  Alfred  the  Great"  in  English,  which  waa 
pubUabed  by  Hearne  at  Oxford,  1709,  8vo.  It  bad  been 
jtraoilated  into  Latin  by  Mr.  Wise,  and  was  published  by 
Obadiab  Walker,  master  of  University  college  at  Oxford 
in  1678,  fol. 

After  sir  John^s  death,  his  father^s  papers  came  into  tbe 
bands  of  his  son-in-law,  sir  Ralph  Whitfield.  In  1647,  the 
rev.  fleremiab  Stevens,  who  had  assisted  sir  Henry  in  pre- 
paring the  first  volume  of  the  *^  Councils,*'  printed  from  air 
Henry's  MSS.  a  work  entitled  ^*  Sir  Henry  Spelman's  larger 
Treatise  concerning  Tithes,^'  &c.  in  wbicb  the  author  shews 
the  danger  of  clianging  tythes  for  any  other  kind  of  m^n^ 
lenance,  as  of  a  pecuniary  stipend,  which  the  alteration  in 
the  value  of  money  might  affect  He  observes,  that  any 
change  of  the  laws,  which  have  existed  above  a  thousand 
yefurs,  and  of  a  right  settled  by  common  law,  will  produce 
.many  mischiefiv  especially  to  the  crown,  in  the  payment 
ef  tenths  and  first-fruits ;  and  he  proves  the  propriety  of 
tbis  kind  of  support  above  all  others,  from  this  circumstance, 
thai  it  puts  the  clergy  on  tbe  same  footing  with  the  people, 
being  equally  gainers  or  losers  according  to  the  prices  iu 
times  of  plenty  and  scarcity. 

.  In  1656,  a  volume  was  published,  entitled  <<  Villare  An- 
glionm;  or  a  view  of  the  towns  of  England,  collected  by 
tbe  appointment,  at  the  charge^  and  for  the  use,  of  thi^ 
learned  antiquary  sir  Henry  Spelman.**  Bishop  NicolsoA 
thinks  this  was  jointly  composed  by  sir  Henry  and  Mr.  Dods- 
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worth.  In  16^3,  Mr«  Stevens,  before  mentioned,  #bo  ap- 
pears to  bare  been  particularly  entrusted  with  such  6t  sir 
Henry's  MSS.  ad  might  be  thought  fit  for  the  press,  begati 
to  print  his  "  History  of  Sacrilege,*'  a  very  singular  attempt 
under  the  existing  government,  for  as  sir  Henry  makes  the 
alienation  of  church  property  by  our  former  monarchs  to 
be  sacrilege,  his  arguments  must  have  had  a  very  powerful 
effect  on  those  who  had  now  overturned  the  u  hole  property 
and  constitution  of  the  church.  Accordingly  we  are  told  that 
the  printing  was  interrupted  until  the  fire  of  London,  and 
then  the  whole  was  destroyed  in  that  calamity.  Gibson, 
however,  published  it  afterwards  Arom  the  manuscript  copy 
given  by  bishop  Barlow  to  the  Bodleian  library. 

Among  the  manuscripts  left  by  sir  Henry,  was  *<  A 
Scheme  of  the  Abbreviations,  and  such  other  obsolete 
fbrms  of  writing  as  occur  in  our  ancient  MSS.  to  fiaciiitate 
the  reading  of  ancient  books  and  records.'*  Of  this  we 
have  a  transcript,  purchased  at  Mr.  Gough's  sale,  entitled 
*^  Archaismus  Graphicus  ab  Henrico  Spelman,  in  mom  fi- 
liorum  conscriptus.*'  There  were  likewise  found  among 
his  MSS.  *^  A  Discourse  on  the  ancient  Government  of 
England  in  general,"  *^  Of  Parliamenu  in  particular ;''  and 
**  A  Catalogue  of  the  places  and  dwellings  of  the  lurch- 
bishops  and  bishops  of  this  realm,  now  or  of  former  times, 
in  which  their  several  owners  have  ordinary  jurisdiction,  as 
of  a  parcel  of  their  diocese,  though  they  be  situate  within 
the  precinct  of  another  bishop's  diocese.'*  This  appei^rs 
to  have  been  drawn  up  in  the  reign  of  James  1^  for  the  use 
of  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury.  Some  of  these,  and  his 
other  miscellaneous  tracts,  were  published  by  Mr«  Gibson, 
afterwards  bishop  of  London,  fii^t  as  **The  English  Works 
of  sir  Henry  Spelman,'^  to  which,  in  1698,  he  added  "  The 
Posthumous  Works,*'  and  both  collections  were  reprinted 
in  one  vol.  fol.  ih  1723.  Some  correspondence  betweeti 
Spelman  and  Wheelocke  is  among  the  Harleian  MSS.  No. 
*  7^041. 

Clement  Spelman,  youngest  son  of  sir  Henry,  was  a 
couDsellor-at-law,  and  made  puisne. baron  of  the  exche- 
quer upon  the  restoration  of  Charles  IL  He  published 
JOpae  pieces  relating  to  the  government,  and  a  large  pre^ 
face  to  his  father's  book,  ^^  De  non  temerandis  ecclesiis/' 
He  died  in  June  1679,  and  was  interred  in  St.  Dunstan's 
cbflrch,  Fleet-street. 

T.2    , 
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Edward  Spblman,  edq.  tbo  timntlaixMr  of  Xenopbon^ 
and  of  Dioiiysius  HalioarnaftseDsisy  and  author  of  a  Tract 
on  the  Greek  acceiits,  who  died  March  12»  1767^  was  great- 
gf«at-graticl:»on  o^  sir  Henry  Spelman. ' 

SPENCK  (JosbPH),  an  £i>glish  divine,  and  polite  scbo-* 
lar,  wsji  hum  in  1698,  we  know  not  of  what  parents,  and 
educated  probably  at  Winchester  school,  whence  he  be- 
came a  fellow  of  New  college,  Oxford,  where  he  took  the 
degree  of  MA.  Nov.  2,  1727*,  and  in  that  year  became 
Ikst  known  to  the  learned  world  by  ^'  An  Essay  on  Pope*a 
Odyssey  ;  in  which  some  particular  beauties  and  blemishea- 
of  that  work  are  considered,  in  two  parts,'*  12mo.  '*  On 
the  English  Odyssey,  says  Dr.  Johnson,  **  a  critkisfli  waa 
pubKsbed  by  Spence,  a  man  whose  learning  was  not  very 
great,  and  whose  mind  was  not  very  powerful.  Hiscri->' 
lii^ism,  however,  was  commonly  just;  what  he  thoughtf  be 
thought  rightly ;  and  his  remarks  were  recommended  by 
his  coolness  and  candour.  In  him  Pope  had  the  first  ex* 
perience  of  a  critic  without  malevolence,  who  thought  it 
as  much  his  duty  to  display  beauties  as  expose  faults;  who 
censured  with  respect,  and  praised  with  alacrity.  With 
this  criticism  Pope  was  so  little  offended,  that  he  sought, 
the  acquaintance  of  the  writer,  who  lived  with  him  from 
thal.ttme  in  great  familiarity,  attended  him  in  his  last  hours^ 
and  compiled  memorials  of  his  conversation.  The  regard 
of  Pope  recommended  him  to  the  great  and  powerful,  and 
he  obuined  very  valuable  preferments  in  the  church/*  Dr. 
Warlon,  in  his  **  Essay  on  Pope,"  styles  Spence's  judi- 
cious Essay  on  the  Odyssey  ^*  a  work  of  the  truest  taste  ;** 
aad  adds,  that  '^  Pope  was  so  far  from  taking  it  amiss,  that 
it  was  the  origin  of  a  lasting  friendship  betwixt  them.  I 
have  seen,",  says  Dr.  Wartoo,  **a  copy  of  this  work,  with 
marginal  observations,  written  in  Pope's  own  band,  and 
generally  acknowledging  the  jastness  of  Spencers  observa- 
ttons^and  in  a  few  insuncea  pleading,  humourously  enough, 
that  some  favourite  lines  might  be  spared.  1  am  indebted," 
be  adds,  **  to  this  learned  and  amiable  man,  on  whose 
friendship  I  set  the  greatest  value,  for  most  of  the  anec- 
dotes relating  to .  Pope,  mentioned  in  this  work,  which  he 
gave  me,  when  I  was  making  him  a  visit  at  Byfleet,  in 
1754."     He  was  elected,  by  the  university,  professor  of 

'  Btof.  Bri^. — Gibson's  Life,  prefixed  to  his  dlisccllmiieoQS  w9rks.-»Bridg- 
mattes  Legal  Bibtiogrmphy  — Letters  of  Kmroent  Persons,  fce.  Svdlt.  9to,  l$\X 
— TTslier's  Life,  and  tetters. 
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<yo«cry,  Joly  1  Ij  1728,  succeeding  the  r^v.  Tboinas  War* 
cos,  B.  D.  father  to  the  learned  brothers.  Dr.  Joseph,  and 
Mr.  Thomas  Warton  ;  each  of  these  professors  were  twice 
elected  to  their  o6Bce,  and  held  it  for  ten  ^ears,  a  period 
«s  lon^  as  the  statutes  will  allow.  Mr.  Speiicc^  wrote  an 
•ftceount  of  Stephen  Dock,  which  was  first  published,  as 
m  pamphlet,  in  1731,  and  said  to  be  written  by  '<  Jo- 
aeph  Spence,  esq.  poetry  professor."  From  this  circum* 
stance  it  has  been  supposed  that  he  was  not  then  iii  orders, 
but  tUs  is  a  mistake,  as  he  was  ordained  in  1724 ;  and  left 
this  pamphlet  in  the  hands  of  his  friend,  Mr.  Lowth  *,  to 
be  published  as  soon  as  he  left  England,  with  a  Grub*- 
street  title,  which  he  had  drawn  up  merely  for  a  disguise, 
not  choosing  to  have  it  thought  that  he  published  it  himself.- 
It  was  afterwards  much  altered,  and  prefixed  to  Duck's 
poems.  He  travelled  with  the  duke  of  Newcastle  (then 
earl  of  Lincoln)  into  Italy,  where  his  attention  to  his  noble 
popil  did  him  the  highest  honour  f.  In  1736,  at  Mr. 
Pope's  desire,  he  republished  J  "  Gorboduc,''  with  a  pre- 
face containing  an  account  of  the  author,  the  earl  of  Dorset. 
He  never  took  a  doctor's  degree,  but  quitted  his  feHowsfaip 
OD  beint;  presented  by  the  society  of  New  college  to  th^ 
rectory  of  Great  Horwood,  in  Buckinghamshire,  in  1742. 
As  be  never  resided  upon  bis  living,  but  iri  a  pleasant  house 
mnd  gardens  lent  to  him  by  his  noble  pupil,  at  Byfleet,  in 
Surrey  (the  rectory  of  which  parish  he  had  obtained  for  his 
friend  Stephen  Duck),  be  thought  it  his  duty  to  make  an 
aoQual  visit  to  Horwood,  and  gave  away  several  sums  of 
money  to  the  distressed  poor,  and  placed  out  many  of  their 
children  «s  apprentices.  In  June  1742,  he  succeeded  Dr. 
Holmes  as  his  majesty's  professor  of  modern  history,  at 
Oxford.  His  *^  Polymetis,  or  an  inquiry  concerning  the 
agreement  between  the  works  of  the  Roman  Poets,  and  the 
remains  of  the  ancient  Artists,  being  an  attempt  to  illustrate 
ibem  mutually  from  each  other,"  was  published  in  folio,  in 

*  Afterward*  bishop  of  LoiidoB ;  J  In  a  malignant  epistle  from  Carll 
who  boDoiireri  Mr.  Nichols  with  much  to  Pope,  1737,  Mr.  Spence  it  intro- 
ttiefel  lofbrmatton  on  the  subject  of     duced  as  an  early  patron  of  the  late 

ingewiou*  R.  DoHkley : 


t  The  mnrtiScatioa  which  Dr.Ood.  "  ^^is  kind,  indeed,  a  Lir^ry  moM 

dard,  master  of  Clare-hall,  hit  grace's  ^^  ^^  ".^' ,      .          ,             .^  ... 

Cambridge  tutor,  felt  by  this  appoint-  ^^''^  tcribblei  forces  to  augment  hit 

SMOt,  probably  oecatioMd  the  extra-  ,„.     ^               ,  a                ,  «. 

mdiiiary  dedic^ion  to  the  duke,  pre-  ^bere  you  and  Spence  and  Glow 

«xed  tohit  «  Sermons,''  1181,  8to.  .^  f  "Tf,^«  ~**'       ^^  ^    .^  ^..  « 

^           '  Tb«  deTil't  m  It  if  the  pkH  tbould  fitiL** 
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>747.    Of  this  work  of  ackoowLedged  taste  apd  laMromy 
Mr.  Gray  has  been  tbougbt  to  speak  too  coiUempttiaiiaiy 
in  bis  Letters.     Hischief  objection  is,  tbattfae  author  has 
illustrated  bis  subject  from  the  Roman,  and  not  from  tbe 
Greek  poeis;  ibat  is,  that  be  bas  not  performed  what  be 
never  undertook ;  nay,  what  be  expressly  did  not  under*- 
uke.*     A  third  edition  appeared  in  folio  in  1774,  and  the 
abridgment  of  it  by  N.  Tindal  bas  been  frequently  printed 
ill  8vo.     There  is  a  pamphlet  with  Spencers  name  to  it  in 
MS.  as  the  author,  called  "  Plain  MaUer  of  Fact,  or,  a 
abort  review  of  the  reigns  of  our  Popish  Princes  since  the 
Reformation  ;  in  order  to  shew  what  we  are  to  expect  if 
another  should  happen  to  reign  over  us.     Part  I."  1 748^ 
i2mo.     He  was  installed  prebendary  of  the  seventh  stall  at 
Dorham,  May  24,  1754  ;  and  published  in  that  year  "  AO 
account  of  the  Life,  Character,  and  Poems  of  Mr.  Biaek*- 
lock,   student  of  philosophy  at  Edinburgh,"  8vo,   which 
was  afterwards  prefixed  to  bis  poems.     The  prose  pieces 
which  he  printed   io«  *^  The  Museum"  be  collected  and 
published,  with  some  others,  in  a  pamphlet  called  **  Mo** 
raliaes,  by  sir  Harry  Beaumont,"  1753.  -  Under  that  name 
be  published,  **  Crito,  or  a  Dialogue  on  Beauty,"  and  « A 
particular  account  of  the  emperor  of  Cbina^s  Gardens,  near 
Pekio,  in  a  letter  from  F.  Attiret,  a  French  missionary  now 
employed  by  that  emperor  to  paint  the  apartments  in  those 
gardens,  to  his  friend  at  Paris;"  both  in  1752,  8vo,  and 
both  reprinted  in  Dodsley's  **  Fugitive  Pieces."    He  wrote 
<<  An  Epistle  from  a  Swiss  officer  to  bis  friend  at  Rome," 
first  printed  in  *'  The  Museum,"  and  since  in  the  third 
volume  of  "  Dodsley's  Collection."     The  several  copies 
published  under  his  name  in  the  Oxford  Verses  are  pre- 
served by  Nichols,  in  the  «  Select.  Collection,"  1781.     In 
1758  he  published  "  A  Parallel,  in  the  manner  of  Plutarch^ 
between  a  most  celebrated  Man  of  Florence  (Magliabeccbiy, 
and  one  scarce  ever  beard  of  in  England  (Robert  Hill,  the 
Hebrew  Taylor),"   l2mo,  printed  at  Strawberry  Hill.     In 
the  same  year  he  took  a  tour  into  Scotland,  which  is  wel) 
described  in  an  affectionate  letter  to  Mr.  Shenstone,  in  a 
collection  of  several  letters  published  by  Mr.  Hull  in  1778. 
In  1763  he  communicated  to  Dr.  Warton  several  exccll^t 
remarks  oh  Virgil,  which  he  had  made  when  he  was  abroad^ 
and  some  few^  of  Mr.  Pope's. — West  Fiucbale  Priory  (the 
scene  of  the  holy  Godric's  miracles  and  austerities,  whd, 
from  an  itinerant  merchant,  turned  hermit,  and  wore  out 
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three  ttths  of  iron  cloatbs),  was  bow  become  Mr.  Spebce'g 
retreat^  being  part  of  his  prebendal  estate.  In  1764  he 
ivas  well  pourtrayed  by  Mr.  James  Ridley,  in  his  admirable 
*'  Tales  o^  the  G«;nii,"  under  the  name  of  <^  Phesoi  Ecnep« 
(bh  name  read  backwardn)  dervise  of  the  groves/'  and 
a  panegyrical  letter  from  him  to  that  ingenious  moralist^ 
under  the  same  signature,  is  inserted  in  ^^  Letters  of 
Eminem  Persona,"  vol.  III.  p.  139.  In  1764  he  paid  the 
last  kind  office  to  the  remains  of  his  friend  Mr.  Dodslef, 
who  died  on  a  visit  to  him  at  Durham.  He  closed  his  ii« 
terary  labours  with  ^^  Remarks  and  Dissertations  on  Virgil ; 
with  some  other  classical  observations;  by  the  late  Mri 
Holdsworth.  Published,  with  several  notes  and  additional 
remarks^  by  Mr.  Spence,"  4to.  This  volume,  of  which 
the  greater  part  was  printed  off  in  1767,  was  published  in 
February  1768;  and  on  the  20tb  of  August  foUu^ving,  Mr. 
Spence  was  untbrtunately  drowned  in  a  canal  m  his  garden 
at  Byfleet  in  Surrey.  Being,  when  the  accideMi  Happened^ 
quite  alone,  it  could  only  be  conjectured  in  what  manner 
it  happened ;  but  it  was  generally  supposed  to  have  been 
occasioned  by  a  fit  while  he  was  standing  near  the  brink  of 
the  water.  He  was  found  fiat  upon  his  face,  at  the  edge^ 
where  the  water  was  too  shallow  to  cover  his  head,  or  any 
part'ut  his  body.  He  was  interred  at  Byfieet  church,  where 
is  a  marble  jtablet  inscribed  to  his  memory.  The  duke  of 
Newcastle  possesses  some  MS  volumes  of  anecdotes  of 
eminent  writers,  collected  by  Mr.  Spence,  who  in  hb  Ufi^*^ 
time  communicated  to  Dr.  Warton  as  many  of  them  as  re- 
lated to  Pope ;  and,  by  permission  of  the  noble  owner,  Dr. 
Johnson  has  made  many  extracts  from  them  in  his  **  Lives 
of  the  £n«4lish  Poets."  Thesehave  lately  been  announced 
for  publication. .  Mr.  Spence's  Explanation  of  an  antique 
marble  at  Clandon  place,  Surrey,  is  in  ^*  Gent  Mag.*'  1 772, 
p*  176.  **  Mr.  Spencers  character,"  says  a  gentleman  who 
bad  seen  this  memoir  before  it  was  transplanted  into  tite 
present  work,  *^  is  properly  delineated  ;  and  his  Pulymetis 
is  justly  vindicated  from  the  petty  criticisms  of  the  fastidtons 
Gfay*.     In 'Dr.  Johnson's   masterly  preface  to   Drydeii, 

*  Mason  informs  as  that  Gray's  ri-     of  true  tas'e,  that  xhin  frippery  mod* 
4ici|le  it  applied  to  the  Platniric  way  of     of  composition   will  never  come  into 


a, which hM adds, "Lord Shaft es-  fashion   again;    especially  siD^   Drv 

^my'was  the  first  who  brought  into  Hurd  has  pointed  out,  by  exanpk  as 

tof  ue,  and  Mr.  Spence,  (if  we  except  well  as  precept,  wherein  the  true  beau- 

c  ftm  Scotch  writers)  the  last  who  prac-  ty  of  dialogue-  writing  consists.*'    Ma- 

tifci  it   As  it  has  BOW  been  lafd  aside  son's  Life  of  Giav,  toI*  II.  p.  40,  ^c- 

I  j9U$t  w«  nay  bops,  for  tht  taka  ta? o  edition. 
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lie  obterrei,  that  *•  we  do  not  alwayi  know  our  own  motives** 
8isall  we  then  presume  to  attribute  the  frigid  mention  of 
the  truly  learned  and  ingenious  Mr.  Spence,  in  the  pre- 
fisce  to  Pope,  to  a  prejudice  conceived  against  htm  oh 
account  of  his  preference  of  blank  verse  to  rhyme  in  his 
*  Essay  on  Mr.  Pope's  Odyssey  ;*  a  work,  which  for  sound 
criticism,  and  candid  disquisition,  is  almost  without  a  pa- 
rallel ?  The  judicious  Dr.  Warton's  sentiments  with  re- 
spect to  it  may  be  seen  in  hi.**  admirable  '*  Essay  on  the 
Writings  and  Genius  bfPope:"  and  bishop  Lo«%'tb,  whose 
learning  and  genius  are  indisputable,  expresses  himself  in 
the  following  manner  in  a  note  on  his  twelfth  preelection' 
CO  Hebrew  poetry  :  **  Hoec  autem  vide  accurate  et  scienter 
ezplicata  si  viro  doctissimo  Josepho  Spence  in  Opere 
erudito  juxta  atque  eleganti  cui  litulus  Polymeds.'* ' 

SPENCER  (John),  a  learned  divine,  was  a  native  of 
Bocton  under  Blean,  in  Kent,  where  he  was  baptised, 
Oct.  31,  1630.  While  an  infant  he  lost  his  father,  who, 
leaving  him  in  very  narrow  circumstances,  the  care  and 
expence  of  his  education  was  undertaken  by  an  uncle.  By 
him  he  was  sent  to  the  free  school  at  Canterbury,  where 
be  made  great  proficiency,  ^nd  became  a  king's  scholar; 
At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  was  recommended  by  Mr.  Tho- 
mas Jackson,  then  the  only  prebendary  of  that  church,  to 
a  Parker  scholarship  in  Corpus  college,  Cambridge,  of 
which  he  was  admitted,  March  25,  1645.  Under  Mn 
Richard  Kennet,  an  excellent  tutor,  an  ancestor  of  the 
bishop  of  Peterborough,  he  applied  with  great  assiduity  to 
his  studies,  and  having  taken  his  degrees  in  arts,  that  of  A.  B. 
in  1648,  and  of  A.  M.  in  1652,  he  was  chosen  fellow  of  his 
college  in  1655.  About  this  time  his  uncle,  who  had 
hitherto  supported  his  education,  died,  and  having  kept  an 
exact  account  of  wh^the  had  expended,  left  the  same  un« 
cancelled,  and  his  executors  and  sons  immediately  sued 
Mr.  Spencer  for  the  debt,  which  he  was  totally  unable  to 
pay.  Ill  this  perplexity  he  found  friends  in  the  college, 
among  wiiom  was  Dr.  Tenison,  afterwards  archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  who  raised  a  loan  among  them  sufficient  to 
extricate  him  from  the  rigour  of  his  unworthy  relations. 
He  now  also  became  a  tutor,  and  entering  into  holy  orders 
was  appointed  one  of  the  university  preachers,  and  served  - 
the  cures,  first  of  St.  Gyles's,  and  then  of  St  Benedictj^  > 

1  l^ichoU't  Poems^aod  Bowjer.— BowI«t's  editioa  of  Pope's  Wor^s. 
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in  Cftmbridge.  In  1659  be  proceeded  B.  D.  Arbe  was 
not  disturbed  in  bis  fellowship,  it  bas  b^en  supposed  that 
be  acquiesced  in  tbe  measures  taken  during  tbe  usorpationy 
witbout  approving  tbem.  He  was  soon,  bowever,  released 
frpoi  this  painful  restraint  by  the  restoratioD,  on  which 
event  he  preached  a  sermon  before  the  university,  June 
2tf  1660,  which  was  printed  the  same  year,  under  tbe 
title  of  ^^  The  Righteous  Ruler."  He  published  about 
three  years  after,  a  preservative  against  the  prophecies  in 
which  the  fanatics  of  that  day  dealt  very  largely.  ,Tbis  be. 
entitled  *^  A  discourse  concerning  Prodigies,  wfaereio  tbe 
vanity  of  presages  by  them  is  reprehended,  and  their  true 
and  proper  ends  asserted  and  vindicated.'*  A  second  tdi* 
tion  of  this  seasonable  and  learned  work,  corrected  and 
enlarged,  was  published  at  London,  1665,  8vo;  when  was 
added  to  it,  <<  A  discourse  concerning  vulgar  Prophecies ; 
wherein  the  vanity  of  receiving  them,  as  the  certain  indi- 
cations of  any  future  event,  is  discovered  ;  and  some  eha« 
racters  of  distinction  between  true  and  pretended  prophets 
are  laid  down.'*  In  this  last- mentioned  year  he  proceeded 
D.  D.  and  in  1667  was  presented  by  bis  college  to  the 
rectory  of  Landbeach,  in  Cambridgeshire,  and  Aug.  S,  was 
elected  master  of  the  college.  In  this  office  he  shewed 
himself  not  only  a  lover  of  learning,  but  a  great  encourager 

^  of  it  in  others,  as  the  many  salutary  regulations  made  in 
hb  time  concerning  the  discipline  and  exercises  of  the 

.  college  amply  testify  ;  and  the  society  had  such  an  opinion 
of  his  judgment  and  integrity,  that  be  was  generally  made 
the  arbiter  of  their  ditferences. 

While  he  was  vice-chancellor,  the  duke  of  Monmoutfa 
was  chosen  chancellor  of  the  university,  and  upon  bis  in« 
stalment  Dr.  Spencer  addressed  bis  grace  in  a  speech, 
published  by  Hearne  in  .his  appefadix  to  the  *^  Vindieiss 
Tho.  Caii."  Mr.  Masters  mentions  it  as  somewhat  singular, 
that  Dr.  Spencer,  while  holding  the  high  office  of  head  of 
a  house,  was  suspended  by  Dr.  Borde,  surrogate  to  the 
official,  for  not  appearing  at  the  archdeacon's  visitation, 
but  what  the  issue  was  be  has  not  discovered.  Dr.  Spencer 
had  contracted  an  early  and  intimate  acquaintance  with  Mr. 
.Thomas  Hill,  who  was  admitted  of  Corpus  about  the  same 
time  with  himself,  which,  notwithstanding  their  differing 
in  tbeir  opinions.  Hill  being  a  non-cohformist,  continued 
to  tbe  end  of  the  life  of  the  latter.  This  appears  by  a  cor- 
respondence, referred  to  by  Calamy,  in  which  tbe  doctor 
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^  exfresseft  a  bigb  regard  and  afieotioirfer  biitty  and  mad« 
Um  soflEke  kind  and  generous  offers  whenever  he  tbotild 
have  a  son  &t  to  send:  to  the  university.  His  clmrity,  indredy 
to  npn-conformist  ministers,  if  good  and  picas  men,  seems 
to  iiave  been  so  extensive,  that  he,  with  the  learned  Dr. 
Henry  More^  made  one  of  them,  Mr.  Robert  Wilson,  their 
almoner  in  this  branch  of  it.  And  so  great  a  respeci  bi^d 
he  for  his  tiltor,  Mr.  Kennet,  who  was  a  sofiEsrer  iti  this 
eause,  that  he  not  only  frequently  visited  him  ss  long  ds 
he  lived,  but  was  kind  to  his  poor  widow  for  his  sak^. 

About  a  month  after  being  fleeted  master  of  Corpus,  be 
was  preferred  by  tiie  king  to  the  archdeaconry  of  Sudbury, 
in  1672  to  a  prebend  of  Ely,  and  in  1677  to  the  deanery 
of  that  church.     In  .1669  he  published  a  Latin  dissertation 

•  concerning  Urim  and  Tbommiro,  reprinted  in  1670.  In 
IS%$  he  resigned  the  rectory  of  Landbeach  in  favour  of 
hif  kinsman,  William  Spencer,  A.  M.  fellow  of  the  col- 
lage; and  1685  published  at  Cambridge,  in  8  vols,  folio, 
his  celebrated  work,  ^^  De  legibus  Hebr»orUm  rituaiibus  . 
et  earum  rationibus  libri  tres/'  His  professed  view  in  ex- 
plaining the  reasons  of  the  Mosaic  ritual,  was  to  vindicate 
the  ways  of  God  to  men,  and  clear  the  Deity,  as  he  tdls 
in  his  preface,  from  arbitrary  and  fantastic  humour ;  with 
which  sotne,  not  discerning  these  reasons,  had  been  ready 
to  charge  him,  and  thence  had  fallen  into  unbelief.  But 
this  attempt  very  much  displc^ased  all  those,  who  think  the 
divinity  of  any  doctrine  or  institution  weakened,  in  pro* 
portion  as  it  is  proved  to  be  rational ;  and  one  great  ob-^ 
jection  to  it,  even  among  some  who  are  not  irrationalists, 
iff  the  learned  author's  having  advanced,  that  many  rites 
and  cerenH)nies  of  the  Jewish  nation  are  deduced  from  the 
practices  of  their  heathen  and  idolatrous  neligbbours.  This 
position  gave  no  small  offence,  a^  greatly  derogatory  from 
the  divine  institution  of  those  rites;  and  many  writers  at- 
tacked it  both  at  home  and  abroad,  particularly  Herman 
Witsius  in  his  ^<  ^gyptiaca,*'  sir  John  Marsham,  Calmet, 
and  Shuckford.  His  position  has  been,  since  their  time, 
shortly  and  ably  refuted  in  a  treatise  by  Dr.  V(  oodward,  en^ 
titled  **  A  Discourse  on  the  worship  of  the  ancient  Egyp- 
tians,"' communicated  to  the  Society  of  Antiquaries  by  Dr. 
Lort  in  1775,  and  more  recently  (1799)  by  the  late  Rev. 
William  Jones,  io  his  ^<  Considerations  on  the  religioua  wor* 
•hip  of  the  Heathens/*  Mr.  Jones  says,  that  Dr.  SptfU^er, 
<^  pieposterously  deduced  -ilie  rites  of  the  Hebrews  firotti 
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t4)e' rites  of  the  HeaPlbens^  and  so  produced  a  work  of  Uarfi^^ 
ap^arauce^  and  eomposed  in  elegant  Latin,  but  di^race- 
ful  to  Christian  divinity,  disbonourabje  to  the  church  of 
England,  and  affording  a  very  bad  example  to  vain  scholars 
wko  should  succeed  hiinr.*'  Others,  however,  saw  no  ill  con- 
sequences from  admitting  it ',  and  the  work  upon  the  whole 
has  been  highly  valued,  for  extensive  erudition  and  research. 
The  author  afterwards  greatly  enlarged  it,  particularly  with 
the  addition  of  a  fourth  book ;  and  his  papers,  being  com- 
flitted  at  his  death  to  archbishop  Ten ison,  were  bequeathed 
by  that  prelate  to  the  university  of  Cambridge,  together 
with  the  sum  of  50/.  to  forward  the  printing  of  them.  .At 
length  Mr.  Leonard  Chappelow,  fellow  of  St.  John^s-col- 
lege,  and  professor  of  Arabic,  being  deputed  by  the  uni- 
versity, and  offered  the  reward,  undertook  a  new  edition  of 
this  work,  with  the  author^s  additions  and  improvemeBts.; 
and  published  it  at  Cambridge,  in  1727,  in  2  vols,  folio.  It 
was  also  previously  reprinted  at  the  Hague  in  1686,  4to; 
and  at  Leipsic  in  1705. 

Dr.  Spencer  died  May  27,  1695,  in  the  sixty-third  year 
of  his  age,  and  was  interred  in  the  chapel  of  Corpus-col- 
lege. To  this  college  such  was  his  liberality,  that  Mr. 
Masters  says  ^^  he  far  exceeded  all  former  benefactors.*'  In 
1687,  he  purchased  an  estate  at  Elmington,  an  hamlet  be-, 
longing  to  Oundle  in  Northamptonshire,  which  cost  him 
3600/.  and  settled  it  by  a  deed  of  gift  on  the  college,  for 
the  augmentation  of  the  mastership,  fellowships,  scholar- 
ships, &c. ;  and,  in  his  will,  bequeathed  various  sums  to  the 
TOciety,  to  the  church  and  deanery  of  Ely,  and  to  the  poor 
of  the  parishes  in  which  he  had  officiated.  He  married  Han-« 
nab,  the  daughter  of  Isaac  Pullen  of  Hertford^  by  whom  he 
bad  a  son  and  daughter,  but  neither  survived  him.  ^ 

SPENER  (Phiup  Jambs),  a  celebrated  Lutheran  divine 
of  Frankfort  on  the  Maine,  but  born  in  Alsatia,  Jan.  11^ 
1635,  was  one  of  those  who  first  endeavoured  to  free  di*: 
vinity  from  scholastic  subtleties,  and  captious  questions, 
and  to  introduce  a  more  plain  and  popular  method  of  teacher 
log  theology.  He  succeeded,  in  a  great  measure,  though 
not  universally ;  and,  about  1680,  became  the  founder  of  f 
new  sect,  styled  PiWii/^.  It  originated  in  certain  private 
societies  formed  by  him  at  Frankfort,  with  a  design  to  rouse 
the  lukewarm  from  their  indifference,  and  excite  a  spirit  of 

f  BiQK.  Brit.^MMter'i  Hittory  of  C.  C.  C.  C. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


QU  S  P  E  N  E  R 

Tigoor  and  resolution  in  those  who  before  bid  sHemly  k* 
mented  the  progress  oF  impiety.  The  effect  of  these  pious 
meetings  was  greatly  dncreased  by  a  book  published  by  this 
able  and  well-meaning  man,  entitle  *^  Pious  Desires/'  in 
which  be  exhibited  a  litriking  view  of  the  disorders  of  ^e 
ehnrch,  and  proposed  the  suitable  remedies.  His  work 
was  approved ;  but  the  remedies  be  proposed  fell  into  un- 
skilful hands,  and  were  administered  without  sagacity  and 
prudence. 

The  religious  meetings,  or  Colleges  of  Piety ^  as  they  were 
ealled,  tended,  in  several  instances,  to  inflame  the  people 
with  a  blind  and  intemperate  zeal,  and  produced  tumults, 
mnc^ various  complaints;  till  at  length,  in  many  places,  se- 
vere laws  were  passed  against  the  Pietists.  Spener  settled 
for  a  time  at  Dresden,  and  afterwards  at  Berlin,  where  he 
beid  important  offices  of  ecclesiastical  trust  under  the  elec- 
tor of  Brandenburg,  'and  where  he  died  in  1705,  aged 
seventy.  He  was  a  man  of  eloquence  and  piety  ;  and  cer- 
tainly far  from  intending  to  produce  dissentions  afid 
iichisms  His  pious  works  were  published  in  the  German 
language;  but  he  wrote  somtf  in  Latin  on  genealogy  and 
heraldry  ;  such  as  "  Opus  heraldicum  :"  "  Theatrum  no- 
bilitatis :"  <^  Sylloge  historico-genealogica,**  &c.  His  son, 
James  Charles,  Spener,  wrote  a  ^'  Historia  Germanica  uni- 
versalis et  pragmatica,**  2  vols.  8vo,  and  '*  Notitia  Ger- 
manic antiqucc,''  1717,  4to,  both  works  of  authority.  He 
died  in  17:50. ' 

SPENSER  (Edmund),  a  justly  celebrated  English  poet, 
descended  from  the  ancient  and  honourable  family  of  Spent 
ser,  was  born  in  London,  in  East  Smithfield  by  the  Tovi^er, 
probably  ahoQt  1553.  In  what  school  he  received  the  first 
part  of  his  education,  has  not  been  ascertained.  He  was 
admitted,  as  a  sizer,  of  Pembroke-hall  in  Cambridge, 
May  20,  1 569,  proceeded  to  the  degree  of  bachelor  of  arts, 
January  16,  1572-3,  and  to  that  of  master  of  arts  June  26, 
1576«  Of  his  proficiency  during  this  time,  a  favourable 
opinion  may  be  drawn  from  the  many  classical  allusions  in 
bis  works,  \ibile  their  moral  tendency,  which,  if  not  uni- 
form, was  more  general  than  that  of  the  writings  of  his  con- 
temporaries, incline  us  to  hope,  that  his  conddct  was  ir^ 
reproachable. 

1  Mortri.— Diet.  Hiit— Motheioi. 
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'^'At  CjMi^ridge  he  foftned  ao  iDtimacy  wkh  Gib  rid  Htr* ' 
veyt   first  8f  Chrbt^s^eollege,  afterwards  of  Trtoity-bidl, 
who  became  doctor  of  laws  in  15S5^  and  sorrived  bis  friend 
more  thao  thirty  years.     Harvey  was  a  scholar,  and  a  pott 
of  DO  mean  estimation  in  his  own  time.     He  appears  als» 
as  a  oritic,  to  whose  judgment  Spenser  frequently  appeals, 
looking  up  to  him  with  a  reverence  for  which  it  is  not  easy 
to  account*     We  are,  however,  much  indebted  to  his  cor- 
respondence with  Spenser,  for  many  interesting  particolart 
celatitig  to  the  life  and  studies  of  the  latter,  although  some 
of  them  afford  little  more  than  probable  conjectures.     It  ts 
now  fully  disproved  that  Spenser  was  an  unsuccessful  can* 
didate  for  a  fellowship  in  Pembroke-ball,  in  competition' 
with  Andrews^  afterwards. successively  bishop  of  Chiches- 
ter, Ely,  and  Winchester.    The  rival  of  Andrews  wasTho* 
mas  Dove,  afterwards  bishop  of  Peterborough.     Bbtfrooi 
one  of  Harvey's  letters  to  Spenser  it  appears  that  some 
disagreement  had  uken  place  between  our  poet  and  the 
master  or  tutor  of  the  society  to  which  he  belonged,  which 
terminated  bis  prospecu  of  farther  advancement  in  it,  with- 
out lessening  bis  veneration  tfor  the  university  at  large^  of 
which  he  always  speaks  with  filial  regard. 

When  be  left  Cambridge  he  is  supposed  to  have  gone  to* 
reside  with  some  friends  in  the  North  of  England,  proba- 
bly M  a  tutor.  At  what  time  he  began  to  display  his  poeti  • 
cai  powers  is  uncertain,  but. as  genius  cannot  be  long  con- 
cealed, it  is  probable  that  be  was  already  known  as  a  votary 
of  the  Muses  among  his  fellow-students*  .  There  are  several 

Eiems  in  the  ^*  Theatre  for  Worldlings,*'  a  collection  pub- 
hed  in  the  year  in  which  he  became  a  member  of  the  uni-* 
venity,  which  are  thought  to  have  come  from  bis  pen.  Tbtr 
^  Visions,"  in  this  work,  were  probably  the  first  sketch  of 
those  which  now  form  a  partof  his  acknowledged  produe^ 
lions.  Absolute  certainty,  however,  cannot  be  obtained  in: 
fixing  the  chronology  of  his  early  poems ;  but  it  may  be 
conjectured,  with  great  probability,  that  his  muse  would 
not  be  neglected  at  an  age  when  it  is  usual  to  court  her  fa- 
vours, and  at  which  he  had  much  leisure,  the  scenery  of 
nature  before  his  eyes,  and  no  serious  cares  to  disturb  his 
eothusiasm*  His  .*^  Shepbeard's  Calender"  was  published 
in  1 579.  The  tenderness  of  complaint  in  this  elegant  poem> 
appears  lo  have  been  inspired  by  a  mistress  whom  be  has 
recorded  under  the  name  of  Rosalind ;  and  who,  after  tri- 
ftii^  with  his  affection,  preferred  his  rival.   He  is  supposed 
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alio  taaUudc  to  the  ctmUj  of  this  mme  lady  in  book  Vi.  6f 
the  **  Fmerie  QoeeDe,*'  under  t(ie  naoae  of  Mirabella* 

The  year  preceding  the  publication  of  dm  poem,  be  bad 
been  advised  by  his  Ariend  Harvey  to  remove  to  London, 
where  he  was  introduced  to  sir  PfaiHp  Sidney,  and  by  hioi 
reoominended  to  bis  nndt  the  eari  of  Leicester.  There  is 
a  wide  difference  of  opinion,  however,  among  Spenser^s 
biographers,  as  to  the  time  and  mode  qf  the  former  of  these 
events.  Some  suppose  that  his  acauaintance  with  sir 
Philip  Sidney  was  the  consequence  of  bis  having  prepented 
10  him  the  ninth  canto  of  tjie  <<  Faerie  Queene.'*  Others 
think  that  bis  first  introduction  was  owing  to  the  dedication 
of  the  *' Shepheard's  Calender,"  but  a  long  letter  from 
Speoser  to  Harvey,  which  Mr.  Todd  has  preserved,  proves 
that  he  was  known  to  Sidney  previous  to  the  publication  of 
the  <<  Shepbeard's  Calender"  in  1579. 

It  b  certain  that  in  consequentre  of  this  introduction,  by 
wbalever  means  procured,  he  became  a  welcome  gue$t  in 
air  Philip's  family,  and  was  invited  to  their  seat  at  Bens-^ 
hunt  in  Kent,  where  it  is  conjectured  that  he  wrote  at 
leas^  the  ninth  eclogue.  UndUr  such  patronage,  the  dedi* 
cation  of  the  ^^  Calender/'  when  finished^  to  ^^  Maister  Phi* 
lip  Sidney,"  became  a  matter  of  course,  as  a  mark  of  re* 
spectful  acknowledgment  for  the  kindness  he  had  received. 
The  praise,  however,  bestowed  on  this  poem  .was  but  mo* 
derate,  and  the  name  of  the  author  appears  to  have  been 
for  some  time  not  generally  known.  Dove,  whose  trans- 
lation of  it  into  Latin  is  extant  in  the  library  of  Caius 
college,  Cambridge,  speaks  of  it  not  only  as  an  *^  ua*» 
owned"  poem,  but  as  almost  buried  in  oblivion.  On  the 
other  hand,  Abraham  Fraunce,  a  barrister  as  well  as  a  poet 
of  that  time,  selected  from  it  examples  to  illustrate  his 
work  entitled  <<  The  Lawier's  Logike ;"  but  Fraunce,  it 
«ay  be  said,  was  the  friend  of  sir  Philip  Sidney, .  and 
^Kmld  naturally  be  made  acquainted,  and  perhaps  induced 
to  admire  the  productions  of  a  poet  whom  he  favoured. 

The  patronage  of  men  of  genius  in  Spenser's  age  was 
frequently  exerted  in  procuring  for  them  public  em* 
ployments,  and  Spenser,  we  find,  was  very  early  intro- 
duced into  the  business  of  active  life.  In  July  1580,- 
when  Arthur  lord  Grey  of  Wilton  departed  from  England,, 
as  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  Spenser  was  appcMnted  \m 
secretary,  probably  on  the  recommendation  of  the  earl  of 
Leicester.   Although  the  offici  of  s^^retary  was  not  at  that 
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liis6  of  the  same  importance  it  b  nqir,  and  t^Qc^^mig^ 
not  be  expected  in  oflScial  business  from  a  scholar-  ana4|i ' 
poet,  yet  Spens^  appears  to  have  entered  with  zefd  into 
political  afiairs,  as  far  as  they  were  connected  with  the 
oharacter  of  the  lord  lieutenant.  .In  his  *^  View,  of, the  Stat« 
of  Ireland/*  which  was  written  long  after,  be  ukes  frequent 
opportunities  to  vindicate,  the  measures  and  reputation  of 
tijiat  nobleman,  and  has,  indeed,  evidently  studied  the  p^li* 
tics  of  Ireland  with  great  success. 

After  holding  this  situation  about  two  years,  lord  Grey 
returned  to  England,  and  was  probably  accompanied  by  bis 
secretary.  Their  connection  was  certainly  not  dissolved^ 
for  in  1$86,  Spenser  obtained,  by  his  lordship's  intereat, 
and  that  of  Leicester  and  Sidney,  a  grant  of  three  thou* 
sand  and  twenty-eight  acres  in  the  county  of  Cork,  out  of 
tbM  forfeited  lands  of  the  earl  of  Desmond.  As  (ar  as  sir 
Philip  Sidney  was  concerned,  this  was  the  last  act  of  I^is 
kindness  to  our  poet,  for  he  died  in  October  of  the  saaf  ^ 
year.  Such  were  the  terms  of  the  royal  p^teqt,  tb#t 
Spenser  was  now  obliged  to  return  to  Ireland,  in  order 
to  cultivate  the  land  assigned  him.  He  accordingly  fi«ad 
bis  residence  at  Kilcolman,  in  the  cou[\ty  of  Cork,  a  place 
which  topographers  have  represented  as  admirably  accom- 
modated to  the  taste  of  a  poet  by  its  romantic  and  diver* 
sified  scenery.  Here  he  was  visited  by  sir  Walter  Raleigb, 
with  whom  he  had^formed  an  intimacy  on  his  6rst  arrival  in 
Ireland,  who  proved  a  second  Sidney  to  his  poetical  arr 
dour,  and  appears  to  have  urged  him  tq^tbat  CQmpositioa 
which  constitutes  his  highest  fame.  In  1590  he  published 
<'  The  Faerie  Queene ;  disposed  into  Twelve  Books,  fa* 
sbioning  XII  Morall  Vertues." 

This  edition  contains  only  the  first  three  books.  To  fht 
eqd  of  the  third  were  annexed,  besides  the  letter  to  Ra- 
leigh, the  poetical  commendations  of  friends  to  whose  judg- 
ment the  poem  had  been  submitted.  The  names  of  Raleigh 
and  Harvey  are  discernible,  but  the  others  are  concealed 
under  initials.  These  are  followed  by  bis  own  ^<  Sonnets'' 
to  various  persons  of  distinction,  the  number  of  which  is 
augmented  in  the  edition  of  1596.  Mr.  Todd  remarks 
that  in  that  age  of  adulation^  it  was  the  custom  of  the  au- 
thor to  {M'esent,  with  a  copy  of  his  publication,  a  goedcal 
addptsa  to  his  superiors.  It  was  no  less  the  custom  iJio, 
to  pi^iflt  them  afterwards,  and,  we  may  readily  suppose. 
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with  the  ftiH  consent  of  the  piinies  to  whom  tbey  were 
Addressed.  ... 

'  It  appears  eertain  that  these  three  books  of  the  'VFaerie 
Queene"  were  \iritten  in  Ireland.  In  a  conversation,  ex* 
tracted  from  his  friend  Ludowick  Bryskett's  *<  Discourse 
of  Civill  Life/*  and  which  is  said  to  have  passed  in  that 
conntry,  Spenser  is  made  to  say,  **  I  have  already  under- 
taken a  work  in  heroica)  verse,  tinder  the  title  of  a  Faerie 
Queene,  tending  to  represent  all  the  moral  virtues,  assigiw 
ing  to  ervery  virtue  a  knight,  to  be  patron  and  defender  of 
the  same;  in  whose  actions  feats  of  armes  and  chivalry, 
the  operations  of  that  virtue,  whereof  he  is  the  protectory 
are  to  be  expressed ;  and  the  vices  and  unruly  appetites 
that  oppose  themselves  against  the  same,  to  be  beaten 
downe  and  overcome/' 

Such  was  bis  original  design  in  this  undertaking,  and 
having  prepared  three  books  for  the  press,  it  is  probable 
that  be  accompanied  Raleigh  to  England,  with  a  view,  to 
publish  it.  Raleigh  afterwards  introduced  him  to  queen 
Elizabeth,  whose  fevour  is  supposed  by  some  to  have  ex* 
tended  to  his  being  appointed  poet  laureate ;  but  Elizabeth^ 
a^  Mr.  Malone  has  accurately  proved,  had  no  poet  laureate*. 
Indeed,  in  February  1590-1,  she  conferred  on  Spenser  a 
pension  of  fifty  pounds  a  year,  the  grant  of  which  was  dis^* 
covered  some  years  ago,  in  the  chapel  of  the  Rolls,  and 
this  pension  he  enjoyed,  till  his  death,  but  the  title  of 
laureate  was  not  given  in  his  patent,  nor  in  that  of  his  two 
immediate  successors. 

The  discovery  of  this  patent  by  Mr.  Malone,  is  of  farther  im- 
portaoce,'as  tending  to  rescue  the  character  of  Lord  Burleigh 
from  the  imputation  of  being  hostile  to  our  poet.  The  oldest 
date  of  this  reproach  is  in  "Fuller's  Worthies,"  a  book  pub- 
lished at  the  distance  of  more  than  seventy  years;  and  on  this 
authority,  which  has  been  copied  by  almost  all  the  biogra- 
phers of  Spenser,  it  has  been  said  that  Burleigh  inter- 
cepted the  pension,  as  too  much  to  be  given  "  to  a  ballad 
maker,"  and  that  when  the  queen,  upon  Spenser's  pre- 
senting some  poems  to  her,  ordered  him  the  gratuity  of 
one  hundred  pounds,  Burleigh  asked,  <*What!  all  this  for 
a  song !"  on  which  the  queen  replied,  '<  Then  give  him 
what  is  reason."  The  story  concludes,  that  Spenser  having 
long  waited  in  vain  for  the  fulfilment  of  the. royal  order, 
presented  to  heir  the  following  ridieulous  memorial : 
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*'  I  was  promiied  on  a  tinie^ 
To  haTe  reason  for  my  rmme : 
From  that  time  unto  this  season 
I  receiv'd  nor  rhime  nor  reason." 

On  which  he  was  immediately  paid  ;  but  for  the  whole  of 
this  representation,  there  appears  neither  foundation  nor 
authority. 

After  the  publication  of  the  **  Faerie  Queene/'  Spenser 
returned  to  Ireland.  During  his  absence  in  the  succeed- 
ing  year,  the  fame  be  bad  now  obtained,  induced  his 
bookseller  to  collect  and  print  his  smaller  pieces,  one  of 
which  only  is  said  to  have  been  a  republication.  The  title 
of  this  collection  is,  ^^  Coniplaints,  containing  sundrie 
small  Poemes  of  the  World^s  Vanitie,  viz.  1.  The  Ruines  of 
Time.  2.  The  Teares  of  the  Muses.  3.  Virgirs  Gnat 
4.  Prosopopoia,  or  Mother  Hubberd^s  Tale.  5.  The  Ruines 
of  Rome,  by  Bellay.  6.  Muiopotmos,  or  the  Tale  of  the 
Butterflie.  7.  Visions  of  the  World's  Vanitie.  8.  Bellaye's 
Visions.     9.  Petrarche's  Visions." 

Spenser  appears  to  have  returned  to  London  about  the 
end  of  1591,  as  his  next  publication,  the  beautiful  elegy 
on  Douglas  Howard,  daughter  of  Henry  lord  Howard,  en* 
titled  <<  Daphnaida,*'  is  dated  Jan.  1,  1591-2.  From  this 
period  there  is  a  long  interval  in  the  bistt>ry  of  our  poet^ 
which  was  probifbly  passed  in  Ireland,  but  of  which  we 
have  no  account.  It  would  appear,  however,  that  he  did 
ndt  neglect  those  talents  of  which  he  had  already  eiven 
such  favourable  specimens.  In  1595,  he  published  the 
pastoral  of  '^  Colin  Clout's  come  home  again,*'  the  dedica- 
tion to  which  bears  date,  Dec.  S7,  1591,  but  this  Mr« 
*Todd  has  fully  proved  to  be  an  error.  The  pastoral  elegy 
of  '^  Astrophel,**  devoted  entirely  to  the  memory  of  sir 
Philip  Sidney,  and  perhapa  written  on  the  immediate  oc- 
casion  of  his  death,  was  published  along  with  this  last  men- 
tioned piece. 

It  is  conjectured  that  in  the  same  year  appeared  bit 
**  Amoretti,"  or  "  Sonnets,**  in  which  the  poet  gives  the 
progress  of  his  addresses  to  a  less  obdurate  lady  than  Rosa- 
lind, and  whom  he  afterwards  married,  if  the  ''  Epithala- 
mion,*'  published  along  with  the  ^^  Sonnets,"  is  allowed  to 
refer  to  that  event.  Mr.  Todd  deduces  from  various  pas- 
sages thai  his  mistress's  name  was  Elizabeth,  and  that  the 
Inanriage  took  place  in  Ireland,  on  St.  Barnabas'  day,  1594. 
Other  biographers  seem  te  be  of  opinion  that  be  had  lost 
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ai  first  wife,  and  that  the  courtship  of  a  second  inspired  the 
^^  Amoretti.**  Where  we  have  no  other  evidence  than  the 
expression  of  a  man's  feelings,  and  that  man  a  poet  of  ex- 
cursive imagination,  the  balance  of  probabilities  may  be 
equal.  Spenser  was  now  at  the  age  of  forty-one,  some- 
what too  late  for  the  ardour  of  youthful  passion,  so  feel- 
ingly given  in  his  sonnets;  but  on  the  other  hand,  if  he 
had  a  first  wife,  we  have  no  account  of  her,  and  the  chil- 
dren he  left  are  universally  acknowledged  to  have  been  by 
the  wife  be  now  married. 

The  **  Four  Hymns  on  Love  and  Beauty,"  which  the 
author  informs  us  were  written  in  his  youth,  as  a  warning 
to  thoughtless  lovers,  and  the  ^*  Prothalamion,'*  in  honour 
of  the  double  marriages  of  the  ladies  Elizabeth  and  Cathe- 
rine Somerset  to  H.  Gilford  and  W.  Peter,  Esquires,  were 
published  in  1596.  In  the  same  year  the  second  part  of 
the  '^  Faerie  Queene"  appeared,  with  a  new  edition  of  the 
former  part  accompanying  it.  This  contained  the  fourth, 
fifth,  and  sixth  books.  Of  the  remaining  six,  which  were 
to  complete  the  original  design,  two  imperfect  cantos  of 
**  Mutabilitie*'  only  have  been  recovered,  and  were  first 
introduced  in  the  folio  edition  of  the  *^  Faerie  Queene/* 
printed  in  1609,  as  a  part  of  the  lost  book  entitled  **  The 
Legend  of  Constancy." 

It  is  necessary,  however,  in  this  place,  to  notice  a  ques- 
tion which  has  been  started,  and  contested  with  much 
eagerness  by  Spenser's  biographers  and  critics,  namely, 
whether  any  part  of  the  "  Faerie  Queene"  has  been  lost,  or 
whether  the  author  did  not  leave  the  work  unfinished  as  we 
now  have  it.  Sir  James  Ware  informs  us  that  th^  poet 
finished  the  latter  part  of  the  "  Faerie  Queene"  in  Ireland, 
'^  which  was  soone  after  unfortunately  lost  by  the  disorder 
and  abuse  of  his  servants,  whom  he  had  sent  before  him 
into  England."  The  authority  of  sir  James  Ware,  who 
lived  so  near  Spenser's  tune,  and  gave  this  account  in  1633, 
seems  entitled  to  credit,  but  it  has  been  opposed  by  Fen- 
ton,  who  thinks,  with  Dryden,  that  ^'  upon  sir  Philip  Sid- 
ney's death,  Spenser  was  .deprived  both  of  the  means  and 
spirit  to  accomplish  his  design,"  and  treats  sir  James  Ware's 
account  as  a  hearsay  or  a  fiction.  Dr.  Birch,  on  the  other 
hand,  contends  that  the  event  of  sir  Philip  Sidney's  death 
was  not  sufficient  to  have  prevented  Spenser  from  finishing 
his  poem,  since  he  actually  gave  the  world  six  books  of  it 
after  his  patron's  death.    The  wtfaor  of  Spenser's  life  in 
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tlie  ^^  BiographiaBritannica,"  after  gaining  some  adfanta^e 
over  Dr.  Birch's  infereDces  from  incorrect  dates,  argues 
against  tt|e  probability  of  a  manuscript  of  the  last  six  bpoks, 
principally  from  the  shortness  of  the  poeOs  life  after  the 
year  1596.  The  late  Dr.  Farncier  is  of  the  same  opinion, 
but  appears  perhaps  somewhat  too  hasty  in  asserting  that 
the  question  may  be  effectually  answered  by  a  single  quo- 
tation. The  quotation  is  from  Brown's  **  Britannia's  Pas- 
torals," i6 16,  and  merelyamounts  to  this — that  Spenser  died 

'*  ere  he  had  ended  hb  melodious  song.*' 

Mr.  Todd  has  advanced  a  similar  evidence  from  sir  As- 
ton Cokaio,  in  1658,  intimating  that  Spenser  would  have 
exceeded  Virgil,  had  he  lived  so  long 

^*  As  to  have  finbhed  his  Faery  Song.** 

But  Mr.  Todd  produces  afterwards  a  document,  more  to 
the  purpose,  in  support  of  the  belief  that  some  of  Spenser*s 
papers  were destroyied  in  the  rebellion  of  1598.  This  isanepi- 
gram  written  by  John  (afterwards^sir  John)  Stradling,and  pub- 
lished in  1607,  and  plainly  intimates  that  certain  MSS.  of 
Spenser  wereburnt  inthe  rebellion.  Twoyears  after  the  pub- 
lication of  this  epigram,  part  of  the  "Legend  of  Constancy,** 
the  only  manuscript  that  had  escaped  the  fury  of  the  rebels, 
was  added  to  the  second  edition  of  the  '*  Faerie  Queene.^' 
It  appears  therefore  highly  probable  that  among  the  manu- 
scripts destroyed  waiS  some  part  of  the  six  last  books  of  tbe 
**  Faerie  Queene,''  although  they  might  not  have  been 
transcribed  for  the  press,  nor  in  that  progress  towards 
completion  which  ran  in  Fenton*s  mind  when  he  contra- 
dieted  sir  Jam^s  Ware  with  so  little  courtesy. 

The  same  year,  1596,  appears  to  have  been  the  time 
when  Spenser  presented  his  political,  and  only  prose  work, 
"The  View  of  the  State  of  Ireland,**  to  the  queen.  Mr. 
Todd,  having  seen  four  copies  of  it  in  manuscript,  con- 
cludes that  he  had  presented  it  also  to  the  great  officers  of 
state,  and  perhaps  to  others.  Why  it  was  allowed  tore- 
main  in  manuscript  so  long  as  until  1633,  when  sir  James 
Ware  published  it  from  archbishop  Usher^s  copy,  has  not 
been  explained.  If,  as  Mr.  Todd  conjectures,  it  was  writ- 
ten at  the  command  of  the  queen,  and  in  order  to  reconcile 
the  Irish  to  her  government,  why  did  it  not  receive  the 
publicity  whichio  important  an  object  required  ?  It  ap- 
pears more  probable  from  a  perusal  of  this  work  as  we  now 
have  it,  that  it  was  not  considered  by  the  court  as  of  a 
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dealing  tendency;  and  the  extracts  from  some  of  the  ma- 
nuicript  copies  which  Mr.  Todd  had  an  opportanity  of 
procoring,  seem  to  confirm  this  conjectore.  Viewed  in 
another  light,  it  displays  much  political  knowledge,  and 
traces  the  troubles  of  that  country,  in  many  instances,  to 
their  proper  causes.  It  is  valuable  also  on  account  of  the 
author's  skill  in  delineating  the  actual  state  of  Ireland. 
*^  Civilisation,''  says  Mr.  Ledwich,  the  learned  Irish  anti- 
quary, "  having  almost  obliterated  every  vestige  of  our  an- 
cient manners,  the  remembrance  of  them  is  only  to  be 
found  in  Spenser,  so  that  he  may  be  considered,  at  thir 
day,  as  an  Irish  antiquary."  It  ought  not  to  be  omitted 
that  in  a  note  on  one  of  the  manuscript  copies  of  this 
Work,  Spenser  is  styled,  *^  Gierke  of  the  Counsel!  of  the 
province  of  Mounster." 

In  1597,  he  is  said  to  have  returned  to  Ireland,  and  by 
a  letter  which  Mr.  Malone  has  discovered  from  queen  Eli- 
zabeth to  the  Irish  government,  dated  Sept.  30,  1598,  it 
appears  that  he  was  recommended  to  be  sheriff  of  Cork. 
The  rebellion  of  Tyrone,  however,  took  place  in  October, 
and  with  such  fury  as  to  compel  Spenser  and  bis  family  to 
leave  Kilcolman.  In  the  confusion  of  flight  manuscripts 
would  be  forgotten,  for  even  one  of  his  children  was  left 
behind,  and  the  rebels,  after  carrying  off  the  goods,  burnt 
the  house  and  this  infant  in  it.  Spenser  arrived  in  Eng- 
land with  a  heart  broken  by  these  misfortunes,  and  died 
January  following,  1598-9,  in  the  forty-sixth  year  of  his 
age. 

There  are  some  circumstances  respecting  Spenser's  death 
which  have  been  variously  represented.  Mr.  Todd,  from 
uoquestionkble  evidence,  has  fixed  the  day,  January  16, 
1598-9,  and  the  place,  an  inn  or  lodging-house  in  King- 
street,  Westminster;  the  time  therefore  which  elapsed  from 
bis  arrival  in  England  to  his  death,  was  very  short.  But  it 
has  been  asserted  that  he  died  in  extreme  poverty,  which, 
considering  how  recently  he  was  in  England,  and  how  highly 
fa3V>ured  by  the  queen  only  a  month  before  he  was  com- 
pelled to  leave  Ireland,  seems  wholly  incredible.  The  only 
foundation  for  the  report  appears  to  be  an  expression  of 
Camden  intimating  that  he  returned  to  England  poor,  which 
surely  might  be  true  without  affording  ariy  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  he  remained  poon  His  pension  of  iifty  pounds, 
no  inconsiderable  sum  in  his  days,  continued  to  be  paid  > 
and  wby  he  should  have  lost  his  superior  friends  at  a  time 
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when  be  was  a  suflPerer  in  the  causa  of  government)  is  a 
question  which  may  be  asked  without  the  risk  of  a  satis^ 
factory  answer.  The  whining  of  some  contemporary  poets* 
affords  no  proof  of  the  fi^ct,  and  may  be  rejected  as  autbcH 
rity  ;  but  the  reception  Mr.  Warton  has  given  to  the  report 
of  Spenser's  poverty  is  entitled  to  higher  regard.  It  might 
indeed  be  considered  as  decisive,  if  Mr.  Todd's  more  sue* 
cessful  researches  did  not  prove  that  he  founds  all  his  ar* 
guinants  upon  the  mistaken  supposition  that  Spenser  died 
in  Ireland.  Nor  will  Mr.  Warton's  >gree  with  the  lamen- 
tations of  the  poets,  for  they  represent  Spenser  as  poor  by 
the  uegleot  of  his  friends  and  country ;  and  Mr  Warton, 
as  dying  amidst  the  desolations  of  rebellion. 

Spenser's  remains  were  interred  in  Westminster  Abbey, 
near  those  of  Chaucer,  and  the  funeral  expenses  defray^ 
by  the  earl  of  Essex,  a  nobleman  very  erroneous  in  poli- 
tical life,  but  too  much  a  friend  to  literature  to  have  al- 
lowed Spenser  to  starve,  and  afterwards  insult  his  remains 
by  a  sumptuous  funeral.  His  monument,  however,  which 
has  been  attributed  to  the  munificence  of  Essex,  was 
eoected  by  Anne,  countess  of  Dorset,  about  thirty  years 
after  Spenser's  death.  Stone  was  the  workman,  and  had 
forty  pounds  for  it.  That  at  present  in  Westminster  Abbey 
was  erected  or  restored  in  1778. 

It  does  not  appear  what  became  of  Spenser's  wife  and 
children.  Two  sons  are  said  to  have  survived  him,  SyU 
vanus  and  Peregrine.  Sylvanus  married  Ellen  Nangle,  or 
Nagle,  eldest  daughter  of  David  Nangle  of  Moneanymy 
in  the  county  of  Cork,  by  whom  he  bad  two  sons,  Edmund 
and  William  Spenser.  His  other  son,  Peregrine,  also 
married  and  had  a  son,  Hugolin,  who,  after  the  restora- 
tion of  Cnarles  II.  was  replaced  by  the  court  of  claims  in 
as  much  of  the  lands  as  could  be  found  to  have  been  \)'\s 
ancestor's.  Hugolin,  however,  attached  himself  to  the 
cause  of  James  II.  and  after  the  Revolution  was  outlawed 
for  treason  and  rebellion.  Some  time  after,  his  cousin 
William,  ton  of  Sylvanus,  became  a  suitor  for  the  for* 
felted  property,  and  recovered  it  by  the  interest  of  Mr. 
Montague,  afterwards  earl  of  Halifax,  who  was  then  at  the 
bead  of  ihe  Treasury.  He  had  been  introduced  to  Mr. 
Montague  by  Congrevoi  who,  with  others,  was  desirous  of 

*  Phineat  Fletcher,  in  bis  "  Parple  lt1«nd/'  speaks  most  decisively  in  favonr 
of  8p«oseHs  poverty  at  tbe  time  of  his  death. 
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honouring  the  descendant  of  so  great  a  poet.  Dr.  Bircb 
desortbes  bim  as  a  man  somewhat  advanced  in  years^  but 
unable  to  give  any  account  of  the  works  of  his  ancestor 
which  are  wanting.  The  family  has  been  since  very  imper- 
fectly traced. 

It  remains  to  be  observed,  almost  in  the  words  of  Mr. 
Todd|  that  Spenser  is  the  author  of  four  Sonnets,  which 
are  admitted  into  the  late  editions  of  his  works,  of  which 
three  are  prefixed  to  separate  publications,  and  the  fourth 
occurs  in  letters  by  his  friend  Harvey.     He  is  conjectured 
to  be  the  author  of  a  sonnet  signed  E.  S.  addressed  to 
Master  Henry  Peacham,  and  entitled  *^  A  Vision  upon  his 
Minerva,^*  and  of  some  poor  verses  on  Phiilis,  in  a  publi- 
cation called  "  Chorus  Poetarum,"   1684.     The  verses  on 
queen   Elizabeth's  picture  at  Kensington  have  been  like- 
wise given  to  Spenser,  but  lord  Orford  ascribes  them  to 
the  queen  herself.     As  **  Britain's  Ida"  has  been  usually 
printed  with  the  works  of  Spenser,  it  is  still  retained,  al- 
though the  critics  are  agreed  that  it  was  not  written  by  him. 
The  lost  pieces  of  Spenser  are  said  to  be,   1.  His  transla- 
tion of  Ecclesiasticus.     2.  Translation  of  Canticum  Canti- 
corum.     3.  The  Dying  Pelican.     4.     The  hours  of  our 
Lord.     ,5.    The   Sacrifice  of  a   Sinner.      6.    The   Seven 
Psalms.     7.  Dreams.     8.  The  English  Poet.     9,  Legends. 
10.  The  Court  of  Cupid.     11.  The  Hell  of  Lovers.     12. 
His   Purgatory.       13     A   Se'nnighi's  Slumber,       14.  Pa-^ 
geants.      15.  Nine  Comedies.     16.'  Stemmata  Dudleiana. 
17.  Epithalamion  Thamesis.     If  his  pen  was  thus  prolific, 
there  is  very  little  reason  to  suppose  that  he  mi((ht  not 
have  had  leisure  and  industry  to  have  nearly  completed 
his  "  Faerie  Queene,"  before  the  fatal  rebellion  which  tec-, 
minated  all  his  labours. 

Of  the  personal  character  of  Spenser,  if  we  may  be  al- 
lowed to  form  an  opinion  from  his  writings,  it  will  be 
highly  favourable.  With  a  few  exceptions,  their  uniform 
tendency  is  in  favour  of  piety  and  virtue.  His  religious 
sentiments  assimilate  so  closely  with  those  of  the  early  re- 
formers, that  we  may  conjecture  he  had  not  only  studied 
the  controversies  of  his  age,  but  was  a  man  of  devotional 
temper  and  affections. 

Of  Spenser,  as  a  poet,  little  can  be  added  to  the  many 
criticisms  which  have  been  published  *  since  his  import- 

*  Jortio,  Hurd,  Church,  Upton,  but    his  Observationi  on  ^he  Faer1«  Queen, 
abofe    all,    Mr.   Tbomai  Wartoa,  in    There  are  also  tome    ingeniouf  re- 
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anoe  in  the  history  of  English  poetry  became  more  justly 
appreciated.  His  lesser  pieces  contain  many  beauties. 
Dryden  thought  the  *^  Shepheard's  Calender  the  most 
compleat  woric  of  the  kind  which  imagination  had  pro- 
duced since  the  time  of  Virgil/'  It  has  not^  however, 
risen  in  estimation.  The  language  is  so  much  more  obso- 
lete than  that  of  the  *^  Faerie  Queene^**  the  groundwork 
of  which  is  the  language  of  hi?  age,  that  it  required  a  glos- 
sary at  the  time  of  publication.  It  is,  however,  the 
**  Faerie  Queene"'  which  must  be  considered  as  constituting 
Spenser  one  of  the  chief  fathers  of  English  poetry.  Its 
predominant  excellencies  are,  imagery,  feeling,  taste,  and 
melody  of  versification.  Its  defects  are  partly  those  of 
his  model,  Ariosto,  and  partly  those  of  his  age.  His  own 
errors  are  the  confusion  and  inconsistency  admitted  in  the 
stories  and  allegorical  personages  of  the  ancients,  and  the 
absurd  mixture  of  Christian  and  heathenish  allusions.  Mr. 
Spence  has  fully  exemplified  these  in  his  *^  Polymetis.'* 
It  is,  indeed,  impossible  to  criticise  "  The  Faerie  Queene" 
by  any  rules  ;  but  we  fiud  in  it  the  noblest  examples  of  all 
the  graces  of  poetry,  the  sublime,  the  pathetic,  and  such 
powers  of  description  as  have  never  been  exceeded. 
Bishop  Hurd  has  therefore  judiciously  considered  it  under 
the  idea  of  a  gothic  rather  than  a  classical  poem.  It  cer- 
tainly strikes  with  all  the  grand  effect  of  that  species  oC 
architectiwe,  and  perhaps  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that, 
like  that,  its  reputation  has  suffered  by  the  predominant 
taste  for  the  more  correct,  lighter,  and  more  easily  practi- 
cable forms  of  the  Grecian  school. 

Hume  was  among  the  first  who  endeavoured  to  depre- 
ciate the  value  of  the  '*  Faerie  Queene,"  by  asserting  that 
the  perusal  of  it  was  rather  a  task  than  a  pleasure,  and 
challenging  any  individual  to  de;iy  this.  Pope  *  and  lord 
Somers  are  two  who  might  have  accepted  the  challenge 
with  hope  of  success.  But  in  fact  Spenser  will  not  lose 
much  if  we  admit  the  assertion.  That  the  perusal  of  the 
Faerie  Queene  must  be  at  first  a  task,  and  a  very  irksome 

matkB  io  Popc'i  Discourite  on  Pastoral  about  tweWe  with  •  vast  deal  of  delight; 

Poetry,   and  indeed  in   every  writer  and  I  think  it  gave  me  as  much  when 

who  has  treated  the  subject,  of  English  I  read  it  over  about  a  year  or  two  ago.** 

poetry.  Spence's    Anecdotes  '  quoted    by  Dr, 

*••  There  it  somethiBg,"  taid  Pope,  Warton,    who    very  jusUy    censHret 

<' in  Speaaertbal  pleases  one  at  stroagly  Pope's    Imitation   of   Spenser,      See 

in  one's  oM  age  as  it  did  in  one's  youth.  Pope's  Works,  Bowles's  edit,  vol,  II. 

I  read  the  Fairy  Queen  when  i  was  380. 
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onei  will  be  confessed  by  all  who  are  untcquaioted  wtHh 
aoy  English  words  but  what  are  current.  If  that  difficulty 
be  surmounted,  the  reader  of  taste  cannot  fail  to  relish  the 
lieauties  so  profusely  scattered  in  this  poem.  With  respect 
to  the  objections  that  have  been ,  made  to  the  allegorical 
fftan,  it  is  sufficient  to  refer  to  its  antiquity ;  it  was  one  of 
the  earliest  vehicles  of  pleasure  blended  with  instruction, 
and  although  modern  critics  object  to  a  continued  allegory, 
which  indeed  it  ii  extremely  difficult  to  accomplish  with* 
out  falling  into  inconsisteiiciesy  yet  specimens  of  it,  de- 
tached personifications,  aiming  at  the  sublimity  of  Spenser, 
still  continue  to  be  among  the  efforts  by  which  our  best 
writers  wish  to  establish  their  fame.  Perhaps  the  same  re* 
mark  may  be  extended  to  the  stanza  of  Spenser,  which 
critics  have  censured,  and  poets,  praised  by  those  critics, 
have  imitated.  After  all  it  is  to  the  language  of  Spenser 
that  we  must  look  for  the  reason  why  bis  popularity  is  less 
than  that  of  many  inferior  poets.  Spenser,  Chaucer,  and 
indeed  all  the  early  poets  can  be  relished,  not  by  common 
readers,  but  by  students,  and  not  separately  but  as  con- 
nected with  times,  characters,  and  manners,  the  illustra- 
tion of  which  demands  the  skill  and  industry  of  the  anti- 
quary. ' 

SPERONI  (Sperone),  an  Italian  scholar  of  great  emi- 
nence in  the  sixteenth  century,  was  born  at  Padua  April 
12,  1500,  of  noble  parents.  After  finishing  his  studies  at 
Bologna,  under  the  celebrated  Pomponatius,  he  returned 
to  Padua,  and  took  a  doctor*a  degree  in  philosophy  and 
medicine.  He  also  was  made  professor  of  logic,  and  after- 
wards of  philosophy  in  general ;  but  soon  after  he  had  ob- 
tained the  chair  of  philosophy,  he  was  so  diffident  of  his 
acquirements  that  he  returned  to  Padua  for  fartl^er  im^ 
proveniciu  under  his  old  master,  and  did  not  return  to  his 
professorship  until  after  the  death  of  Pomponatius.  In 
1528,  however,  the  death  of  his  father  obliged  him  to 
resign  his  office,  and  employ  his  time  on  domestic  afiairs* 
Yet  these,  a  marriage  which  he  now  contracted,  the  law- 
suits which  he  had  to  carry  on,  and  some  honourable  em- 
pIoyment:i  he  was  engaged  in  by  the  government,  did  not 
prevent  hi^  from  cultivating  his  literary  talents  with  such 
success,  that  there  were  few  men  in  bis  time  who  could  be 
compared  with  him  in  point  of  Jearning^  eloquence,  and 

*  Todd'8  Life  of  Sfienser.-^EDgliih  Poetf,  1810^  31  vols.  8vo. 
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taste.  In  1560  he  was  deputed  to  go  to  Rome  by  the  d»ke 
of  UrbinOy  under  the  pontificate  of  Pins  IV.  and  there  ob- 
tained the  esteem  of  the  learned  of  that  metropolis,  and 
received  marks  of  high  favour  from  the  pope  and  bis  ne- 
pbevr  Charles  Borrome6,  who  invited  him  to  those  literary 
assemblies  in  bis  palace,  which  were  called  ^'  Vatican 
nights."  On  his  departure,  after  four  years  residence,  the 
pope  gave  him  the  title  and  decorations  of  a  knight. 
When  he  returned  home  he  was  equally  honoured  by  the 
dukes  of  Urbino  and  Ferrara,  but  certain  lawsniu,  arising 
from  his  family  affairs,  induced  him  to  remove  again  to 
Rome,  about  the  end  of  1575,  and  be  did  not  return 
until  five  years  after,  when  he  took  up  his  final  residence 
at  Padua.  He  bad  flartering  invitations  to  quit  his  native 
city  from  various  princes,  but  a  private  life  bad  now  more 
charms  for  him.  He  died  June  12,  1588,  having  com-* 
pleted  his  eighty*. eighth  year.  His  funeral  was  performed 
with  every  circumstance  of  respect  and  magnificence.  His 
works  form  no  less  than  5  vols.  4to,  elegantly  printed  at 
Venice  in  1740;  but  there  had  been  editions  of  individual 
parts  printed  and  reprinted  oflen  in  his  life-time.  Hjs 
range  of  study  was  extensive.  He  was  equally  conversant 
in  Greek  and  Latin,  sacred  and  profane  literature,  and 
displayed  on  every  subject  which  employed  his  pen,  great 
learning  and  judgment.  Among  his  works,  are  dialogues 
on  morals,  the  belles  lettres,  rhetoric,  poetry  and  history* 
He  wrote  also  both  serious  and  burlesque  poetry.  His 
prose  style  is  among  the  best  of  his  age,  and  has  fewer 
faults  than  are  to  be  found  among  the  Italian  writers  of 
the  sixteenth  century.  He  wrote  a  tragedy,  ^<  Canace  et 
Macareus,^*  which  bad  its  admirers  and  its  critics,  and 
oceasioned  a  controversy  on  its  merits.* 

SPIGELIU8,  or  VANDEN  SPIEGHEL  (Aorian),  an 
eminent  medical  writer,  was  born  at  Brussels  in  1578,  and 
studied  at  Louvain  and  Padua.  He  was  afterwards  ap* 
pointed  state-physician  in  Moravia,  which,  in  16 1  e,  be 
quitted  for  tbe  professorship  of  anatomy  and  surgery  at 
Padua.  There  he  acquired  a  high  re;>utation,  was  made  a 
knigbt  of  St  Mark,  and  decorated  with  a  collar  of  gold; 
He  died  April  7,  1625.  His  must  valuable  works  are  <*  De 
formate  Fcetu,  liber  singularis ;"  and  **  De  Humani  Cor* 

1  Tinbotchi^— Ghif  Qen^  Hist.  Lit.  dlUlie.— Nlceron,  toI.  XXXiX.-^Tona- 
fini  IfkfgiM. 
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pons  Fabrioa/'  fol.  It  appears  froin  the  collected  editioo  of 
bis  works  by  Vander  Linden,  1645,  2  vols.  foL  that  be  was 
well  acquainted  with  every  branch  of  the  medical  science.^ 
SPINCKES  (Nathaniel),  an  eminent  nonjuring  divine, 
was  the  son  of  the  rev^  Edward,  or  Edmund  Spinckes,  rec- 
tor of  Castor,  Northamptonshire,  and  was  boru  there  in 
1653  or  1654.  His  father  came  from  New  England  with 
Dr..  Patrick,  afterwards  bishop  of  Ely,  and,  being  a  non- 
conformist, had  been  ejected  from  Castor  and  from  Over- 
ton Longvill  in  Huntingdonshire.  His  mother,  Martha, 
was  daughter  of  Thomas  Elmes,  of  Lilford  in  Huntingdon- 
shire. After  being  initiated  in  classical  learning  under  Mr* 
Samuel  Morton,  rector  of  Haddon,  \}e  was  admitted  of 
Trinity-coUege,  Cambridge,  under  Mr.  Bainbrigg,  March 
22,  1670;  and  matriculated  oo  Jply  9,  the  same  year.  In 
the  following  year,  by  the  death  of  his  father,  he  obtained 
a  plentiful  fortune,  and  a  valuable  library;  and,  on  the 
12th  of  October,  1672,  tempted  by  the  prospect  of  a  Rustat 
scholarship,  he  entered  himself  of  Jesus- college,  where, 
in  nine  days,  he  was  admitted  a  probationer,  and  May  20, 
1673,  sworn  a  scholar  on  the  jRtisiat  foundation.  *'  This,*' 
Mr.  T.  Baker  observes  in  the  registers,  *^  was  for  his 
honour ;  for  the  scholars  of  that  foundation  undergo  a  very 
strict  examination,  and  afterwards  are  probationers  for  a 
year.  And  as  these  scholarships  are  the  best,  so  the  scho- 
lars are  commonly  the  best  in  college,  and  so  reputed.*' 
He  became  B.  A.  early  in  1674;  was  ordained  deacon  May 
21,  1676;  was  M.  A.  in  1677;  and  admitted  into  priest's 
orders  Dec.  22,  1678.  After  residing  some  time  in  Devon- 
shire, as  chaplain  to  sir  Richard  Edgcomb,  he  removed  to 
Petersham,  where,  in  1681,  he  was  associated  with  Dr. 
Hickes,  as  chaplain  to  the  duke  of  Lauderdale.  On  the 
duke's  death,  in  1683,  he  removed  to  St.  Stephen's  WaU 
brook,  London,  where  he  continued  two  years,  curate  and 
lecturer.  In  1685  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Peterborough 
conferred  on  him  the  rectory  of  Peakirk  or  Peaking  cum 
Glynton,  in  Northamptonshire,  where  be  married  Dorothy, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Rutland,  citizen  of  London.  On 
July  21,  1687,  be  was  made  a  prebendary  of  Salisbury; 
in  the  same  year,  Sept  24,  instituted  to  the  rectory  of  St. 
Mary,  in  that  town  ;  a(id  three  days  after,  was  licensed  to 
preach  at  Stratford  subter  Castrum,  or  Miden-castle,  in 

'  Maogeti  BibUoUieca.— Eloy,  Diet,  de  Medicine.— Foppea't  Bibl.  Be>f. 
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Wilts,  for  which  he  bad  an  auniial  stipend  of  80/.     Being 
decided  in  his  attachment  to  the  Stuart  family^  he  was  de- 
prived of  all  his  preferments  in  1690,  for  refusing  to  take 
the  oaths  to  William  and  Mary.     He  was,  after  this  period, 
in  low  circumstances,  but  was  supported  by  the  benefac- 
tions of  the  more  wealthy  nonjurors;  and  on  the  third  of 
June,   1713,  he  was  consecrated  one  of  their  bishops,  re-p 
ceiving  that  title  from  the  bands  of  Dr.  Hickes^.     He  died 
July  28,   1727,  and  was  buried   in  the  cemetery  of  tht 
parish  of  St.  Faith,  on  the  north  side  of  St.  Paul's,  London, 
where  an  inscription  is  engraven  on  a  white  marble  stone* 
By  his  wife,  who  lived  but  seven  days  after  him,  he  had  * 
many  children,  of  whom  two  survived  their  parents:  WiU 
liam  Spinckes,  esq.  who,    by   industry  and   abilities,    ac-^ 
quired  a  plentiful  fortune;  and  Anne,  married  to  Anthony  - 
Cope,  esq.     Mr.  Nelson  was  the  particular  friend  of  Mr* 
Bpinckes,  who  was  a  pro6cient  in  the  Greek,  Saxon,  and 
French  languages,  and  had  made  some  progress  in  tl^e 
oriental.     He  is  said  to  have  been  '^  low  of  stature,  vener- 
able of  aspect,  and  exalted   in   character.     He   had   no 
wealth,  few  enemies,  many  friends.     He  was  orthodox  in 
the  faith  :  his  enemies  being  judges.     He  had  uncommon 
learning  and  superior  judgment;  and  his  exemplary  life 
was  concluded  with  a  happy  death.     His   patience   waa 
great;  his  ^elf-denial  greater;  his  charity   still   greater; 
though  bis  temper  seemed  his  cardinal  virtue  (a  happy  con- 
junction of  constitution  and  grace),  having  never  been  ob- 
served to  fail  him  in  a  stage  of  thirty-nine  years/*     He 
assisted  in  the  publication  of  Grabe's  Septuagint,  New- 
court's  Repertorium,  Howell's  Canons,  Potter's  Clemens 
Alexandrinus,  and  Walker's  *•  Sufferings  of  the  Clergy." 
His  own  works  were  chiefly  controversial,  as,  1.  An  answer 
to  **  The  Essay  towards  a  proposal  for  Catholic  Commu- 
nion, &c."  1705.     2.  **  The  new  Pretenders  to  Prophecy 
re-examined,  &c."  1710.     3.  Two  pamphlets  against  Hoad- 
ly's  "  Measures  of  Submission,"    1711  and  1712.     4.  Two 
pamphlets  on  ^'  The  Case  stated  between  the  church  of 
Rome  and  the  church  of  England,"  as  to  supremacy,  1714 
and   17 18.     5.  Two  pamphlets   against   *^  Restoring   the 
prayers  and  directions  of  Edward  Vlth's  Liturgy,"   1718, 

"*  "  In  Oct.  1716  be  was  ukeo  into  juring  cUrgy,  and.   Vis  said,  he  has 

the  custody  of  a  messenger,   h  appears  '  lately  paid  Mr.  Howell  500/."  Evening 

froni  bis  papers,  that,  as  treasurer,  be  General  Post,  Oct.  6, 1716. 
asaaaged  ibe  remittances  io  the  non- 
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&c.  &c.  His  most  popular  work  was  '<  The  Sick  Man 
visited,  &c/'  1712,  A  portrait  of  him,  by  Vcrtue,  from 
a  painting  by  Wollaston,  is  prefixed  to  this  «vork,  of  which 
a  sixth  edition  was  published  in  t775,  coniaining  a  short 
account  of  his  life,  and  an  accurate  list  ot  his  pubitcations.' 

SPINELLO  (AaEtiNO),  an  Italian  painter  of  portrait 
and  history,  wa^  born  at  Arezzo  in  1328.  His  genius  for 
painting  was  early  developed,  and  he  studied  under  Jacopo 
di  Casentino,  whom,  at  the  age  of  twenty,  he  greatly  sur- 
passed. He  gave  a  singular  grace  to  bis  figures,  and  t6 
his  Madonnas  especially,  a  modesty  and  beauty  that  seemed 
almost  divine.  His  style  was  simple  and  elegant,  with  the 
utmost  neatness  in  finishing  The  greatness  of  bis  abilities 
procured  him  an  early  fame,  and  a  constant  abundance  of 
employment.  He  was  particularly  successful  in  the  por- 
traits of  the  popes  Innocent  IV.  and  Gregory  IX.  and  in 
his  fresco  paintings  on  the  liie  of  the  Blessed  Virgin,  in  the 
chapel  of  S.  Maria  Maggiore,  at  Florence.  He  lived  to 
the  age  of  ninety-two,  and  died  ip  1420. 

Paris  Spinello,  his  son,  \%as  educated  under  him,  and 
was  also  famous  as  a  painter,  but  applying  too  closely  to 
his  art,  and  being  of  a  glootuy  disposition,  contracted  a 
disorder  which  shortened  his  tiff,  so  that  he  died  at  fifty- 
six,  having  survived  his  father  only  two  years.  To  him, 
not  to  his  father,  must  belong  the  anecdote  which  is  re- 
lated in  some  books,  without  proper  distinction  of  the  per- 
son, that  having  painted  a  hideous  figure  of  the  devij,  in 
a  picture  representing  the  fallen  angels,  his  imagination  , 
was  so  haunted  by  it,  that  be  thought  he  saw  him  jn  his 
dreams,  demanding  in  a  threatening  manner,  on  what  au- 
thority he  had  represented  him  as  so  horrible,  and  where 
he  had  ever  seen  him  ?  This  is  no  more  than  might  easily 
happen  to  a  mind  already  tinctured  with  morbid  melan- 
choly, and  would  naturally  tend  to  confirm  the  malady. 
His  style  very  much  resembled  that  of  his  father,  but  was 
rather  more  extravagant.  * 

SPINOZA  (Benedict  de),  an  atheistical  philosopher, 
was  the  son  of  a  merchant,  who  was  originally  a  Portu- 
guese;   and    was    born    at   Amsterdam   about    1633.     He 
learned  Latin  of  a  physician,  who  taught  it  at  Amsterdam  ;    ^ 
and  who  is  supposed  to  have  been  but  loose  in  the  princi- 

>  Gen.  Diot.— CaUiriy. — Historical  Register  for  17S7.— Nieholt*«  Bowjrcp. 
*  PiUuDgtoa. 
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plat  of  religion.  He  also  studied  divinity  for  many  years ; 
and  afterwards  devoted  himself  entirely  to  philc^opby. 
He  was  a  Jew  by  birth ;  but  soon  began  to  dislike  the  doo^ 
trine  of  the  Rabbins;  and  discovered  this  dislike  to  tbe 
synagogue.  Tt  is  said  that  the  Jews  offered  to  tolerate 
bifn»  provided  he  wuuid  comply  outwardly  with  their  cere- 
moniesy  and  even  promised  him  a  yeady  pension,  beiqg 
unwilling  to  lose  a  man  who  was  capable  of  doing  sudh 
credit  to  their  profession ;  but  he  could  not  comply,  and  by 
degrees  left  their  synagogue;  and  was  excommunicated. 
Afterwards  he  professed  to  be  a  Christian,  and  not  only 
went  himself  to  the  churches  of  the  Calvinists  or  Lutherans, 
but  likewise  frequently  exhorted  others  to  go,  and  greatly 
recommended  some  particular  preachers.  His  tirst  apos- 
t^cy  was  to  Mennonism,  on  embracing  which,  he  exchanged 
his  original  name,  Baruch,  for  that  of  Benedict.  He  re- 
moved from  Amsterdam,  whither  he  had  gone  to  avoid  tbe 
Jews,  to  the  Hague,  where  he  subsisted  as  an  optical-ia- 
strnroent-maker,  and  led  a  frugal  and  retired  life,  tbe  lei- 
sure of  which  he  devoted  to  study.  While  known  only  as 
a  deserter  from  Judaism,  he  was  invited  by  the  elector 
Palatine  to  fill  the  chair  of  philosophy  at  Heidelberg ;  but 
from  an  apprehension  that  his  liberty  would,  in  ttiat  situ- 
ation, be  abridged,  he  declined  the  proposal.  He  lived 
in  retirement,  with  great  sobriety  and  decency  of  manners, 
till  a  consumption  brought  him  to  an  early  end,  in  1677. 

Spinoza,  in  his  life-time,  published  "  Tractatus  theoki- 
gico-politicus,^'  *^  A  Treatise  theological  and  political^" 
which  was  reckoned  his  great  work ;  and  after  his  death 
were  published  five  treatises :  1.  Ethics  demonstrated  geo- 
metrically. 2.  Politics.  ^3.  On  the  Improvement  of  the 
Understanding.  4.  Epistles  and  Answers.  5,  A  Hebrew 
Grammar.  The  impieties  contained  in  these  treatises  ex- 
cited general  indignation  ;  and  refutations  were  sent  forth 
from  various  quarters,  by  writers  of  all  religious  persua- . 
sions,  in  which  the  empty  sophisms,  the  equivocal  defini- 
tions, the  false  reasonings,  and  all  the  absurdities  of  the 
writings  of  Spinoza  are  fully  exposed.  The  sum  of  bis 
doctrine,  according  to  Brucker,  is  this :  The  essence  of 
substance,  is  to  exist.  There  is  in  nature  only  one  sub^ 
sunce,  with  two  modifications,  thought  and  extension. 
This  sobsttmce  is  infinitely  diversified,  having  within  its 
own  essence  the  necessary  causes  of  the  changes  through 
which  it  passes.    No  substance  can  be  supposed  to  pro- 
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^uce  or  create  another;  therefore,  besides  the  substance 
of  the  nniveriie  there  can  be  no  other,  but  all  things  ar6 
coinpnehended  in  it,  and  are  modes  of  this  substance, 
either  thinking  or  extended.  This  one  universal  substance^ 
Spinoza  calls  God,  and  ascribes  to  it  divine  attributes. 
He  expressly  asserts,  that  God  is  the  immanent,  not  the 
transitive,  cause  of  all  things.  His  doctrine  is,  therefore^ 
not  to  be  confounded  with  that  of  those  ancient  philoso- 
phers, who  held  God  to  be  To  9rar,  *<  The  Universal  Whole ;" 
for,  according  to  them,  the  visible  and  intellectual  worlds 
are  produced  by  etfianaiian  from  the  eternal  fountain  of' 
divinity;  that  is,  by  an  expanding,  or  unfolding,  of  the 
divine  nature,  which  was  the  effect  of  intelligence  and  de- 
sign ;  whereas,  in  the  system  of  Spinoza,  all  things  are 
immanent^  and  necessary  modifications  of  one  universal 
substance,  which,  to  conceal  his  atheism,  he  calls  God. 
Nor  can  Spinozism  be  with  any  propriety  derived,  as  some 
have  imagined,  from  the  Cartesian  philosophy;  for,  in 
that  system,  two  distinct  substances  are  supposed  ;  and  the 
existence  of  Deity  is  a  fundacpental  principle. 

It  may  seem  very  surprising,  that  a  man  who  certainly 
was  not  destitute  of  discernment,  abilities,  and  learning, 
ihould  have  fallen  into  such  impieties.  And  this  could  not 
'have  happened,  had  he  not  confounded  his  conceptions 
with  subtle  and  futile  distinctions  concerning  the  nature  of 
substance,  essence,  and  existence,  and  neglected  to  attend 
to  the  obvious,  but  irrefragable,  argument  for  the  exist- 
ence of  God,  arising  from  the  appearances  of  intelligence 
and  design  in  all  the  productions  of  nature. 

The  impious  system  of  Spinozi  was  maintained  with  so 
much  ingenuity,  that  it  found  many  patrons  in  the  United 
Provinces,  among  whom  were  Lewis  Meyer,  who  repub- 
lished Spinoza's  works,  and  himself  wrote  a  work  entitled, 
"  Philosophy  the  Interpreter  of  Scripture  ;'*  and  Van 
L^enhof,  an  ecclesiastic  of  Zwoll,  who  wrote  a  piece  en- 
titled "  Heaven  in  Earth,"  of  the  doctrine  of  which  he  was 
obliged  to  make  a  public  recantation.  Others,  under  the 
pretence  of  refuting  Spinoza,  secretly  favoured  his  system. 
But,  against  the  poison  of  their  impious  tenets  sufficient 
antidotes  were  soon  provided  by  many  able  defenders  of 
religion,  whose  writings  are  well  known,  particularfy  in< 
Cudworth's  '*  Intellectual  System,"  the  professed  object  of 
which  is,'  the  refutation^ of  atheism. 
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In  tbift  country  Spinoza  does  not  appear  to  have  had 
many  followers.  Few  have  been  suspected  of  adhering  to 
bit  doctrine ;  and  among  those  who  have  been  suspected, 
few  have  studied  it :  to  which  we  may  add,  with  Bayle,  that 
of  those  who  have  studied  it  few  have  understood  it.  To* 
land  seetns  to  have  approached  the  nearest  to  his  system  of 
any  modern  freethinker :  and  indeed  the  doctrines  incul- 
cated in  his  *^  Pantheisticon,"  are  much  the  same  with 
those  of  Spinoza.  Abroad,  a  German  professor,  E.  G. 
Paulus,  of  Jena,  has  lately  attempted  to  revive  the  memory, 
at  least,  of  Spinoza,  by  a  new  edition  of  his  works  pub* 
lished  in  1S02;  and  at  the  Hague,  was  edited,  about  the 
same  time,  by  C.  T.  de  Murr,  a  manuscript  of  Spinoza's, 
never  before  printed,  containing  annotations  on  his  **  Trac* 
Catnm  theologico-politicum.''  * 

SPIZELIUS  (Theophilus),  a  learned  Lutheran  diVine, 
descended  from  a  grandfather  who  had  been  eonobled  by 
tbe  emperor  Ferdinand  II.  was  born  Sept.  1 1,  16S9.  His 
father  dying  when  he  was  about  seven  years  of  age,  the 
care  of  him  devolved  on  a  mother  whose  affection  repaired 
that  loss.  In  1654  he  began  his  academical  studies  at 
Leipsic,  and  was  honoured  with  the  degree  of  M.  A.  in 
1658.  He  afterwards,  as  was  much  the  custom  in  those 
days  with  men  destined  for  literary  life,  visited  other  emi- 
nent schools  or  colleges,  at  Wittemberg,  Leyden,  Cologne, 
Mentz,  &c.  and  lastly  Basil,  where  he  formed  a  friendship 
'  with  John  Buxtorf.  He  had  not  quite  completed  his  in- 
tended excursions,  when  in  1661  he  was  recalled  to  Augs- 
burgrh,  to  be  deacon  of  the  cbMrcb  of  St.  James.  This 
office  be  filled  uotil  1682,  when  he  was  made  pastor  of  the 
same  church,  and  in  1C90  was  appointed  elder.  This, 
however,  he  did  not  long  enjoy,  as  he  died  Jan.  7,  I  Ml, 
in  the  fifty -second  year  of  his  age.  He  was  a  laborious 
student,  and  seems  particularly  to  have  studied  literary  his- 
tory and  biography,  and  his  works  on  these  subjects  are 
noticed  with  respect  by  Morhoff,  whose  opinion,  we  con- 
fess, we  are  inclined  to  prefer  to  that  of  either  Moreri  or 
Baillet.  He  wrote  some  few  books  against  infidelity,  and 
tome  sermons :  but  among  those  of  the  classes  we  have 
mentioned,  are,  1.  ^'De  re  literaria  Sinensium  commen- 
tarius,"  Leyden,  1660,  12mo.  2.  **  Sacra  Bibliothecarum 
illustrium  arcana  retecta,  sive  MSS*  theologicorum,  in  prse- 

■  Qtn,  Diet*— Nioeroa»  ? ol.  XIII.— Bmcker.— Motheim. 
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ciputs  Europe  bibliotheois  esUatium  designatio ;  cam  pre- 
lifDinari  dbserutioney  speciniine  novee  Bibliotbecee  univer- 
salb,  et  coronide  philological'  Augsburgb,  1668,  Svo.  3. 
**  Tempi iim  honoris  reseratum,  in  quo  quinquaginta  UIim^ 
trium  bojus  svi  ortbodoxorum  theologoruro^  philologorum- 
que  imagines  exhibentur/'  ibid.  1673^  4to.  It  has  been 
objected  to  these  li?es^  which  are  accompanied  with  wetU 
engraven  portraits,  that  t^e  author  deals  too  lAuch  in  ge- 
jieralities,  and  too  little  ii>  facts;  but  this  was  a  common 
fault  with  the  early  biographers.  On  the  other  hand».  we 
have  found  him  very  correct  in  what  he  has  given,  and  par- 
ticularly in  the  lists  of  the  works  of  the  respective  authors. 
4.  ^^  Felix  Litteratus/'  ibid.  J67<r,  ^^Infelix  Litteratus,'' 
ibid.  16(^80,  and  *^  Litteratus  felicissimus/'  are  three  works 
which  Spizelius  wrote  on  a  subject  that  has  lately  engaged 
the  ingenious  pen  of  Mr.  D'Israeli,  in  the  *^  Calamities  of  Au*  ^ 
ibors."  Mr.  D'Israeii  blames  our  author's  poaderosity,  but 
allows  that  he  is  not  to  be  condemned  because  be  is  verbose 
and  heavy ;  and  he  has  reflected  more  deeply  than  Vale* 
rianus,  his  predecessor  on  the  subject,  by  opening  the 
moral  causes  of  those  calamities  which  be  describes.  Spi- 
zelius wrote  a  life  of  himself  under  the  title  of  ^*  Ad  Litte- 
ratos  homines  autor  felicis,  infelicis,  felicissimique  litte- 
rati  de  seipso.'*  We  know  Bot  whether  this  was  printed 
separately,  but  it  was' inserted  in  Pipping's  collection,  en- 
titled ^*  Sacer  decadum  Septenarius  memoriam  Theologo- 
^um  nostras  eetatis  fenovatam  exhibens,**  Leipsic,  1 705,  8vo, 
a  work  which  we  have  not  seen.^ 

'  SPON  (Charles),  a  learned  Frenchman,  was  the  son  of 
a  merchant,  and  bom  at  Lyons  Dec.  25,  1609.  He  was 
^nt  early  to  learn  Latin,  at  Ulm  in  Germany,  whence  bis 
grandfather  had  removed  for  the  sake  of  settling  in  com- 
merce, and  he  made  a  proficiency  suitable  to  his  uncomr 
mon  parts.  He  gained  some  reputation  by  a  Latin  poem 
on  the  deluge  and  last  conflagration,  composed  by  him  at 
fourteen,  which  Bayle  says  would  have  done  honour  to  an 
adult.  At  his  return  from  Germany,  he  was  sent  to  Paris ; 
find  studied  philosophy  under  Rodon,  and  mathematics  and 
astronomy  under  John  Baptist  Morin.  From  1627,  he  ap- 
plied himself  to  medicine  for  three  or  four  years^;  and  quit- 
ting Paris  in  1632,  went  to  Montpellier,   wher^  he  was 

'  NfceroD,  ?ol.  XXXV. — More rL—D' Israeli's  Calamities,  preface,  p.  Tii.— 
Bailiet  Jugemeas  des  SaraDs.—Morboff  Potybist. 
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received  a  doctor  in  that  faculty.  Two  years  after,  he  waf 
admitted  a  member  of  the  college  of  physic  at  Lyons :  at 
which  place  be  practised  with  great  success  in  his  profes- 
sion, till  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  made,  in  1645,  a 
kind  of  honorary  physician  to  the  king.  He  maintained  a 
correspondence  with  all  the  learned  of  Europe,  and  espe- 
cially with  Guy  Patin,  professor  of  physic  at  Paris  :  above 
150  of  whose  letters  to  Spon  were  published  after  his  death. 
He  was  pesfectly  skilled  in  the  Greek  language,  and  un- 
derstood the  German  as  well  as  his  own.  He  always  culti* 
vated  his  talent  for  Latin  poetry,  and  even  versified  the 
aphorisms  of  Hippocrates,  but  did  not  publish  them.  He 
published,  however,  in  1661,  the  prognostics  of  Hippo- 
crates in  hexameter  verse,  which  he  entitled  ^'  Sibylla  Me^ 
dica;**  and  dedicated  them  to  his  friend  Guy  Patin.  He 
was  a  benefactor  to  the  republic  of  letters,  by  occasioning 
npany  productions  of  less  opulent  authors  to  be  published 
at  Lyons,  under  his  inspection  and  care.  He  died  Feb.  21, 
1684,  after  an  illness  of  about  two  months.' 

SPON  (Jambs),  son  of  the  preceding,  was  born  at  Lyons 
in  1647.  After  an  education  of  great  cltre,  he  was  ad- 
mitted doctor  of  physic  at  Montpellier  in  1667,  and  a  mem- 
ber pf  the  college  of  physicians  at  Lyons  in  1669.  These 
two  years  he  spent  at  Strasburg  with  Boeder ;  and  there 
becoming  very  intimate  with  Charles  Patin,  he  contracted, 
probably  from  that  gentleman,  a  strong  passion  for  anti- 
quities. Some  time  after,  Vaillant,  the  king's  antiquary, 
passing  through  Lyons  to  Italy  in  quest  of  medals  and  other 
antiquities,  Spon  accompanied  him.  He  afterwards,  in 
1675  and  1676,  made  a  voyage  to  Dalmatia,  Greece,  and 
the  Levant^  in  company  with  Mr.  (afterwards  sir)  George 
Wbeler  (see.  Wheler)  ;  of  all  which  places  he  has  given 
us  an  account,  which  was  published  in  English.  Whether 
lie  was  weak  by  constitution,  or  injured  his  health  in  this 
Yoyage,  does  not  appear  ;  but  he  afterwards  became  a 
valetudinarian.  Being  of  the  reformed  religion,  he  was 
obliged  to  emigrate  in  1685,  when  the  edict  of  Nantes  was 
revoked.  He  intended  to  retire  to  Zuridi,  the  freedom  of 
which  city  bad  been  bestowed  in  an  honorary  manner  upon 
his  father,  and  was  upon  the  road  thither;  but  wintering 
at  Vevay,  a  town  upon  the  lake  Leinan,  he  died  there  in 
J1686.     He  was  a  member  of  the  academy  of  the  Ricovrati 

>  Miceron»  fol.  Il.r-Moreri. 
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at  Padua ;  of  that  of  the  BeauK  Cspriti,  etfUblish^  at 
Nismes  by  letters  patent  in  1682  ;  and  he  would  bave  been 
an  ornament  to  any  society,  being  a  man  of  great  learning 
and  integrity. 

'  He  was  the  author  of  many  valuable  and  curious  works, 
printed  at  Lyons,  the  principal  of  which  are :  1.  *^  Recber- 
ches  des  Antiquitez  de  Lyon,"  1674,  8vo.  2.  *^  Ignotomm 
atque  obscurorum  Deorumars,"  1677,  8to.  S.  ^Voymge 
de  la  Grece  &  du  Levant,"  1677,  in  3  vols.  12iiio.  4. 
<<  Histoire  de  la  Ville  &  de  TEtat  de  Geneva,"  1630,  in  8 
vols.  12mo.  5.  **  Lettre  au  P.  la  Chaise  sur  TAntiqiiiti  de 
la  Religion,"  in  12mo ;  answered  by  Mr.  Arnaud,  but  often 
reprinted.  6.  <' Recberchescurieuses  d*  Antiquity"  1633, 
4to.  7.  *'  Miscellanea  eruditas  Antiquitatis,"  1679,  and 
1683,  folio.  Besides  these,  he  published  several  works,  not 
now  in  much  repute,  upon  subjects  relating  to  his  own 
profession.' 

SPONDANUS,  or  DE  SPONDE  (John),  a  man  of  uu^ 
common  abilities  and  learning,  was  the  son  of  a  couttsellor 
and  secretary  to  Jane  d*  Albert,  queen  of  Navarre ;  and  was 
born  at  Maulcon  de  Soule  in  the  country  of  Biscay  in  1557. 
He  made  a  considerable  progress  in  literature ;  and,  when 
not  more  than  twenty,  began  a  commentary  upon  Homer's 
Iliad  and  Odyssey,  which  was  printed  at  Basil  in  1583,  folio, 
with  a  dedication  to  the  king  of  Navarre,  afterwards  Henry 
IV.  of  France.  In  this  work,  if  there  is  not  much  novelty 
of  critical  discovery,  there  is  more  display  of  reading  and 
learning  than  could  have  been  expected  in  one  so  young. 
The  same  year,  he  printed  an  edition  of  Aristotle^s  "  Logic" 
lit  Basil,  in  Greek  and  Latin,  with  marginal  notes.  He  ab- 
jured the  reformed  religion  in  1593,  and  immediately  pub- 
lished a  declaration  of  his  reasons,  but  does  not  appear  lo 
have  enjoyed  much  comfort  in  bis  new  communion.  He 
left  the  court  soon  after  his  abjuration,  and  went  to  con- 
ceal himself  in  the  mountains  of  Biscay ;  where  he  died 
March  18,  1595,  and  was  buried  at  Bourdeaux.  He  is  re- 
presented as  having  spent  this  short  life  in  much  (ktigue 
and  misery.* 

SPONDANUS,  or  DE  SPONDE  (Hewry),  a  younger 
brother  of  John  de  Sponde,  was  born  Jan.  6,  1568,  and 
educated  at  Ortez ;  where  the  reformed  had  a  cdllege, 
and  where  be  distinguished  himself  early  by  his  fisoility  of 

t  M^reri.— Eloy,  Diet.  Hift.  de  MedMMie.^PdHanef'f  lotao j,  tuU  Whblek. 
'  «  Q«o.  Diet. 
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^Gquiriug  the  Latin  {tod  Greek  languages.  Then  he  apt- 
plied  hiai$elf  to  the  civil  and  canon  law,  and  afterwards 
w^ot  to  Tours,  whither  the  parliament  of  Paris  was  trans- 
ferred :  and  here,  his  learning  and  eloquence  at  th^  bar 
bringing  iiim  under  the  notice  of  Henry  IV.  then  prince  of 
B^firu,  he  was  made  by  him  master  of  the  requests  at  Na- 
Y^r^.  In  the  mean  time,  he  read  with  much  eagerness  the 
controversial  works  of  Bellarmine  and  Perron ;  and  tbfsse 
made  such  an  impression  on  him,  that,  after  the  example 
of  his  brother  John,  be  embraced  the  popish  religion,  at 
Paris  in  159^.  In  1600,  he  went  to  Rome,  where  he  took 
priest's  orders  in  16p6,  and  that  year  returned  to  Paris; 
but  some  time  after  went  again  to  Rome,  and  was  em« 
ployed  in  an  oflEicial  capacity  by  pope  Paul  V.  who  had  a 
great  esteem  for  him.  The  general  respect  indeed  which 
he  met  with  in  Italy  would  have  determined  him  to  spend 
the  remainder  of  his  days  there;  but,  in  1626,  he  was  re- 
called into  France,  and  made  bishop  of  Pamiers  \>y  Louis . 
XIII.  He  hesiuted  at  first  about  accepting  this  bishopric; 
but  pope  Urban  VIII.  commanding  him,  he  went  and  en- 
tered upon  it  in  1626.  Soon  after  bis  installation,  the  duke 
of  Rohan,  who  was  commander  of  the  protestants,  took  Pa- 
ma  ors,  when  Spondanus  escaped  by  a  breach  in  the  walls; 
and  the  year  after,  when  the  town  was  retaken  by  the 
prince  of  Coud£,  received  letters  of  congratulation  upon 
bis  s^^&ty  from  Urban  VIII.  He  quitted  Pamiers  in  1642, 
aad  went  to  Toulouse;  where  he  died  May  16,  1643. 

Tbe  knowledge  he  bad  of  Baronius  when  he  was  in  Italy, 
^d  the  great  friendship  that  always  subsisted  between 
tb9m,  suggested  to  him  the  design  of  abridging  his  *'  An- 
nal/ss  Ecclesiastici."  This  he  did  with  Baronius's  consent; 
aa4  Aot  only  abridged,  but  continued  them  from  1197, 
where  Baronius  left  off,  to  1640.  Both  the  abridgment 
and  continuation  have  been  often  reprinted.  Spondanus 
published  also,  in  folio,  '^  Annates  Sacri  a  Mundi  Crea- 
tiofte  ad  ejqsdem  Redemptionem  ;^'  and  some  other  things 
of  a  small  kind.' 

SPOTS  WOOD,  or  SPOTISWOOD  (John),  archbishop 
of  St.  Andrew^s  ifi  Scotland,  was  descended  from  an  ancient 
and  distinguished  family  in  that  country.  His  grandfather 
was  killed  in  the  baale  of  Floddon-field  with  his  king,  James 

»  Niceron,  fo'.  XI.~MQr«ri. 
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IV.*  He  was  born  in  1 565 ;  and  the  writer  of  his  life  ie\h 
U8f  as  sooiething  very  important,  that  among  the  rest  whb 
were  present  at  his  birth^  **  not  ordinary  gossipers/*  says 
he,  "  but  women  of  good  note,"  there  was  one  who,  in  a 
sober,  though  prophetic  fit,  taking  the  child  hi  her  arms, 
called  aloud  to  the  rest  in  these  or  the  like  terms,  ^*  You 
may  all  very  well  rejoice  at  the  birth  of  this  child  -,  for  he 
will  become  the  prop  and  pillar  of  this  church,  ai)d  the 
main  and  chief  instrument  in  defending  it'*  He  shewed 
from  his  childhood  a  very  ready  wit,  great  spirit,  and  a 
good  memory;  and,  being  educated  in  the  university  of 
Glasgow,  arrived  so  early  to  perfection,  that  he  received 
bis  degree  in  his  sixteenth  year.  Having  made  himself 
a  thorough  master  of  profane  learning,  he  applied  himself 
to  sacred ;  and  became  so  distinguished  in  it,  that  at  eigh^ 
teen  he  was  thought  fit  to  succeed  his  father,  who  was  mi- 
nister of  Calder. 

In  1601,  he  attended  Lodowick  duke  of  Lenox  as  chap- 
lain, in  his  embassy  to  the  court  of  France,  for  confirming 
the  ancient  amity  between  the  two  nations;  and  returned 
in  the  ambassador's  retinue  through  England.  In  1603, 
upon  the  accession  of  James  to  the  throne  of  England,  he 
was  appointed,  among  other  eminent  persons,  to  attend  his 
majesty  into  that  kingdom ;  and,  the  same  year,  was  ad* 
vanced  to  the  archbishopric  of  Glasgow,  and  made  one  of 
the  privy  council  in  Scotland.  In  1610,  he  presided  in 
the  assembly  at  Glasgow ;  and  the  same  year,  upon  the 
king's  command,  repaired  to  London  about  ecclesiastical 
affairs.  Ha  was  so  active  in  matters  which  concerned  the 
recovery  of  the  church  of  Scotland  to  episcopacy,  that, 
during  the  course  of  his  ministry,  he  is  supposed  to  have 
made  no  less  than^fiftyjourneys  to  London,  chiefly  on  that 
account.  Having  filled  the  see  of  Glasgow  eleven  years, 
he  was  translated  in  1615  to  that  of  St.  Andrew's;  and  thu9 

*  His  father,  John  Spotfwood,  one  ers ;  wat  one  of  the  compilers  of  the 

of  Ibe  reformerg  in  Scotland,  was  bom  first  "  Book  of  Discipline"  and  of  the 

Hi  1509,  and  studied  at  Glasgow.  When  *'  Confession  of  Faith  ;**  and  when  the 

the  doctrioes  of  the  reformation  were  presbylerian  religion  was  introdnced, 

promulgmted,  they  made  considerable  was  ordained  to  the  office  of  snperifi- 

impression  on  his  miod>  but  perceiving  tendant,  n  kind  of  office  like  that  of  a 

how  dangerous  it  was  to  profess  them  bishop,  but  without  superiority  of  title, 

openly,  be  went  to  England,  and  was  or  emolument.     He  died  Dei;.  5, 1585. 

introduced  toardibishop  Cranraer,  who  — A  foil  account  of  his  life  is  given  in 

confirmed  him  in  his  new  principles,  the  "  History  of  the  Lives  of  the  Pro- 

About  1543».  he  returned  to  Scotland,  testant  Reformers  in  Scotland,"  by  the 

and  co-operaud  with  Uie  other  reform-  rev.  James  Scott,  1810,  8fO. 
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became  primate  and  metropolitan  of  all  Scotland.  The 
year  following,  be  presided  in  the  assembly  of  Aberdeen : 
as  he  did  likewise  in  other  assemblies  for  restoring  the  an- 
cient discipline,  and  bringine  the  church  of  Scotland  to 
some  degree  of  uniformity  with  that  of  England.  He  con- 
tinued in  high  esteem  with  James  I.  during  his  whole  reign; 
nor  was  he  less  valued  by  Charles  I.  who  in  1633  was  crown- 
ed by  him  in  the  abbey  church  of  Holyrood- house.  In 
1635,  he  was  made  chancellor  of  Scotland  ;  which  post  he 
had  not  held  full  four  years,  when  the  popular  confusions 
obliged  him  to  retire  into  England.  Being  broken  with  age 
and  grief,  and  sickness,  he  went  first  to  Newcastle ;  and 
continued  there,  till,  by  rest  and  the  care  of  the  physicians, 
be  had  recovered  strength  enough  to  travel  to  London ; 
where  he  no  sooner  arrived,  than  he  relapsed,  and  died  in 
1639.  He  was  interred  in  Westjminster  abbey,  and  an  iii- 
ecription  upon  brass  fixed  over  him.  He  married  a  daugh- 
ter of  David  Lindsay,  bishop  of  Ross;  by  whom  he  had 
several  children.  Sir  Robert  Spotswood,  his  second  son, 
was  eminent  for  his  abilities  and  knowledge  in  the  laws; 
was  preferred  by  king  James,  and  afterwards  by  king 
Charles;  but  was  put  to  death  for  adhering  to  the  marquis 
of  Montrose.  Clarendon  calls  him  ^^  a  worthy,  honest,  loyal 
gentleman,  and  as  wise  a  man  as  the  Scottish  nation  had  at 
that  time.** 

In  1655,  was  published  at  London,  in  folio,  his  <<  His- 
tory of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  beginning  the  year  of  our 
Lord  203,  and  continued  to  the  end  of  the  reign  of  king 
James  VL"  In  bis  dedication  of  this  history  to  Charles  I. 
dated  Nov.  15,  1639,  only  eleven  days  before  bis  death, 
he  observes,  that  *^  there  is  not  among  men  a  greater  help 
for  the  attaining  unto  wisdom,  than  is  the  reading  of  his- 
tory. We  call  Experience  a  good  mistress,*'  says  he,  ^*  and 
so  she  is ;  but,  as  it  is  in  our  Scottish  proverb,  '  she  sel- 
dom quits  the  cost.*  History  is  not  so :  it  teacheth  us  at 
other  men^s  cost,  and  carrieth  this  advantage  more^  that  io 
a  few  hours  reading  a  man  may  gather  more  instructions  oat 
of  the  same,  than  twenty  men  living  successively  one  after 
another  can  possibly  learn  by  their  own  experience.'*  This 
history  was  begun  at  the  influence  and  conimand  of  king 
James,  who,  as  already  observed,  had  a  high  opinion  of  the 
author's  abilities.  It  is  a  work  composed  from  scanty  ma- 
terials, but  with  great  impartiality.  There  is  throughout 
the  whole  an  air  of  probity  and  candour,  wbiclp  is  said  to 
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have  been  the  peculiar  character  of  thfe  writer.  Upon  ex- 
pressing a  diffidence  to  king  James  aboot  that  part  of  it 
which  relates  to  his  mother,  and  which  had  been  the  stnm- 
bling-block  of  former  historians,  he  replied,  "  Speak  the 
truth,  man,  and  spare  not."  With  regard  to  the  arch- 
bishop's political  conduct  and  principles,  historians  have 
given  very  opposite  accounts.  We  shall  refer  to  two  of 
the  most  recent  and  most  candid. ' 

SPRANGHER  (Bartholomew),  a  German  painter,  was 
the  son  of  a  merchant,  and  born  at  Antwerp  in  1546.  He 
was  brought  up  under  variety  of  masters,  and  then  went  to 
Rome,  where  cardinal  Farnese  took  him  into  his  service, 
and  afterwards  recommended  him  to  pope  Pius  V.  He  was 
employed  at  Belvidere,  and  spent  thirty-eight  months  in 
drawing  the  picture  of  "  Th6  Day  of  Judgment;"  which 
picture  is  said  to  be  still  over  that  pope's  tomb.  While  he 
was  working  upon  it,  Vasari  told  his  holiness  that  **  what- 
ever Sprangher  did  was  so  much  time  lost;"  yet  the  pope 
commanded  bim  to  goon.  After  a  great  number  of  pic- 
tures done  in  several  parts  of  Rome,  he  returned  to  Ger- 
many, and  became  chief  painter  to  the  emperor  Maximilian 
IT.  and  wds  so  much  respected  by  his  successor  Rodolphus, 
that  he  presented  him  with  a  gold  chain  and  medal,  allowed 
him  a  pension,  honoured  him  and  his  posterity  with  the 
title  of  'uobiiity,  lodged  him  in  his  own  palace,  and  would 
not  suffer  him  to  paint  for  any  body  but  himself.  After 
many  years  continuance  in  his  court,  he  obtained  leave  to 
visit  his  own  couotry ;  and  accordingly  went  to  Antwerp, 
Amsterdam,  Haerlem,  and  several  other  places ;  and  hav- 
ing had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  bis  own  works  highly  ad- 
mired, and  his  manner  almost  universally  followed  in  all 
those  parts,  as  well  as  in  Germany,  he  returned  to  Prague, 
and  died  at  a  good  old  age,  in  1623.  Fuseli  says  that 
Sprangher  may  be  considered  as  the  head  of  that  series  of 
artists  who,  disgusted  by  the  exility  and  minutenesft  of  me- 
thod then  reigning  in  Germany,  imported  from  the  schools 
of  Florence,  Venice,  and  Lombardy,  that  mixed  style  which 
marks  all  the  performances  executed  for  the  courts  of 
l^rague,  Vienna,  and  Munich,  by  himself,  John  ab  Ach, 
Joseph  Heinz,  Christopher  Schwartz,  &c.  Colour  and 
breadth  excepted,  it  was  a  style  more  conspicuous  for  Ita- 

»  l.ifc  pr^fijted  to  his  history.— Lt {nit's  Hiit.  ofS^otlina.— Co^Vk  Hist,  of  the 
Church  of  Scotland.— BiKoet's  Owo  Times.*^ ranger. — Gen.  Diet. 
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Han  blemUbet  tb»n  beantiac,  and  in  design,  expression, 
and  compositioDy  soon  deviated  to  the  most  outrageous 
manner. ' 

SPRAT  (Thomas),  a  learned  English  prelate,  was  born 
in  1636,  at  Tallaton  in  Devonshire,  the  son  of  a  clergy- 
naan ;  and  having  been  educated,  as  be  tells  of  himself,  not 
at  Westminster  or  Eton,  but  at  a  little  school  by  the 
cburcb-yard  side,  became  a  commoner  of  Wadfaam  9ollege, 
in  Oxford,  in  1651 ;  and,  being  chosen  scholar  next  year, 
proceeded  through  the  usual  academical  course,  and  in 
1657  became  M.  A.  He  obtained  a  fellowship,  and  com- 
menced poet.  In  1659,  bis  poem  on  tlie  death  of  Oliver 
was  published,  with  those  of  Dryden  and  Waller.  In  his 
dedication  to  Dr.  Wilkins  he  appears  a  very  willing  and 
liberal  encomiast,  both  of  the  living  and  the  dead.  He 
implores  his  patron*s  excuse  of  his  verses,  both  as  falling 
so  ^Mnfinitely  below  the  full  and  sublime  genius  of  that 
exc^ellent  poet  who  made  this  way  of  writing  free  of  our 
nation,'^  and  being  <^  so  little  equal  and  proportioned  to 
the  renown  of  the  prince  on  whom  they  were  written;  such 
great  actions  and  lives  deserving  to  be  the  subject  of  the 
noblest  pens  iknd  most  divine  phansies."  He  proceeds: 
**  Having  so  long  experienced  your  care  and  indulgence,  and 
been  formed,  as  it  were,  by  your  own  hands,  not  to  entitle 
you  to  any  thing  which  my  meanness  produces,  would  be  not 
only  injustice  but  sacrilege*'*  He  published  the  same  year  a 
poem  on  the  ^^  Plague  of  Athens ;"  a  subject  recommended 
to  him  doubtless  by  the  great  success  of  Lucretius  in  de<^ 
scribing  the  same  event.  To  these  he  added  afterwards  a 
poem  on  Cowley*s  death.  After  the  Restoration  he  took 
orders,  and  by  Cowley^s  recommendation  was  made  chap- 
lain to  the  witty  and  profligate  duke  of  Buckingham,  whom 
he  is  said  to  have  helped  in  writing  ^*  The  Rehearsal,'* 
and  who  is  said  to  have  submitted  all  hb  works  to  his  pertk- 
sal  *•  He  was  likewise  chaplain  to  the  king.  As  he  was 
the  favourite  of  Wilkins,  at  whose  house  began  those  phi- 
losophical conferences  and  inquiries  which  in  time  produced 
the  royal  society,  he  was  consequently  engaged  in   the 

*  A  wiuicitm  it  said  to  bave  pro-  placed  near  the  clergy.     "  I  caonot 

cored  bim  ibe  favour  of  the  dake  of  tell  you  the  reasoo,"  said  Sprat,  *'  bat 

BuckiDf  ham.     At  bis  first  dioner  with  I  shall  oever  see  a  goose  agaio  but  t 

bis  grace,  the  latter  observing  a  goose  shall  think  of  your  grace."    This  con- 

near  Sprat,  said  he  iTbodered  why  it  vinccd  Villiers  that  Sprat  was  the  maa 

jaiiersliy  happened  that  geese  were  bewanUd. 

1  ArgenviUe,  vol.  HI.— Pilbiagto«.^-Strtttt. 
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same  studies,  and  became  one  o£  the  fellows ;  and  when, 
after  their  incorporation,  something  seemed  necessary  to 
reconcile  the  public  to  the  new  institution,  he  undertook  to 
write  its  history,  which  he  published  in  1667.  This  is  one 
of  the  few  books  which  selection  of  sentiment  and  elegance 
of  diction  have  been  able  to  preserve,  though  written  upon 
a  subject  flux  and  transitory  *.  The  **  History  of  the  Royal 
Society"  is  now  read,  not  with  the  wish  to  know  what  they 
were  then  doing,  but  how  their  transactions  are  exhibited 
by  Sprat.  They  have  certainly  been  since  exhibited  far 
better  by  Dr.  Birch,  and  more  recently  by  Dr.  Thomson. 
In  the  next  year  he  published  *'  Observations  on  Sorbiere's 
Voyage  into  England,  in  ^  letter  to  Mr.  Wren.**  Thisisa 
work  not  ill  performed ;  but  was  rewarded  with  at  least  its 
full  proportion  of  praise.  In  1668  he  published  Coiyley's 
Latin  poems,  and  prefixed  in  Latin  the  lite  of  the  author, 
which  he  afterwards  amplified,  and  placed  before  Cowley's 
English  work^,  which  were  by  will  committed  to  his  care. 
Ecclesiastical  dignities  now  fell  fast  upon  him.  In  1668 
he  became  a  prebendary  of  Westminster,  and  had  after- 
wards the  church  of  ^t.  Margaret,  adjoining  to  the  abbey. 
He  was  in  1680  made  canon  of  Windsor,  in  1683  dean  of 
Westminster,  and  in  1684  bishop  of  Rochester.  The  court 
having  thus  a  claim  to  his  diligence  and  gratitude,  he  was 
required  to  write  the  "  History  of  the  Rye-hoirse  Plot;** 
and  in  1685  published  ^^  A  true  account  and  declaration  of 
the  horrid  Conspiracy  against  the  late  King,  his  present 
Majesty,  and  the  present  Government;"  a  performance 
which  he  thought  convenient,  after  the  revolution,  to  ex- 

♦  Tbif  worl  wat  attacked  by  Mr.  ing  betwixt  H.  S.  and  Dr.  Merret;" 
Henry  Stubbe,  the  physiciaD  of  War-  and  in  another  piece  prrnted  at  Oxford, 
wick,  in  a  piece  printed  at  London,  1<>7U  in  4to,  with  this  title,  '*  A  Cens 
16*70,  in  4to,  under  this  title,  *' Le-  sure  upon  certain  passages  (contained 
^endf  no  histories:  or  a  specimen  of  in  the  History  of  the  Royal  Society,  as 
tome  animadversions  upon  the  History  being  destructive  to  the  Established 
of  the  Royal  Society ;"  and  another  Religion  and  Church  of  England.  The 
printed  at  London  in  1670,  in  4to,  and  second  edition  corrected  and  enlarged, 
entitled  *'  Campanella  rerivadi  or  an  Whereunto  is  added  the  letter  of  a. 
enquiry  into  the  History  of  the  Royal  virtuoso  in  opposition  to  the  Censure, 
Society,  whether  the  virtuosi  iliere  do  a  reply  unto  the  letter  aforesaid,  and 
not  pursue  the  projects  of  Campanella  reply  unto  the  prtefatory  Answer  of 
for  the  redoeing  Bnglaod  unto  Popery.  Eeebolius  Glauvill,  chaplain  to  Mr- 
Being  nn  extract  of  a  letter  to  a  person  Rouse,  of  Eaton  (late  member  of  the 
pf  honour  from  H.'  S.  with  another  let-  Rump  parliament)  rector  of  Bath,  an^ 
ter  to  sir  N.  N.  relating  to  the  cause  fellow  of  the  royal  society.  Also  an 
of  the  quarrel  betwixt  H.  S.  and  the  Answer  to  the  Letter  of*  Dr.  lienrj 
royal  society,  and  an  apology  against  More  relating  unto  Henry  Stubbe,  pby- 
sonie  of  their  cavils.  With  a  post-  eiciaa  at  Warwick." 
script  conccraing  the  qnarrel  depend-  ' 
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tenuate  and  excuse.  The  same  year,  being  clerk  of  the 
closet  to  the  king,  he  was  made  dean  of  the  chapel-royal ; 
and  the  year  afterwards  received  the  last  proof  of  his  mas- 
ter's confidence,  by  being  appointed  one  of  the  commis- 
sioners for  ecclesiastical  affairs.  On  the  critical  day,  when 
the  Declaration  distinguished  the  true  sons  of  the  church 
of  England,  he  stood  nieuter,  and  permitted  it  to  be  read 
at  Westminster,  but  pressed  none  to  violate  his  conscience ; 
and,  when  the  bishop  of  London  was  brought  before  them, 
gave  bis  voice  in  his  favour.  Thus  far  he  suffered  interest 
or  obedience  to  carry  him ;  but  farther  he  refused  to  go. 
When  he  found  that  the  powers  of  the  ecclesiastical  coan^ 
mission  were  to  be  exercised  against  those  who  bad  refused 
the  Declaration,  he  wrote  to  the  lords,  and  other  commis- 
sioners, a  formal  profession  of  bis  unwillingness  to  exercise 
that  authority  any  longer,  and  withdrew  himself  from  them. 
After  they  bad  read  his  letter,  they  adjourned  for  six 
months,  and  scarcely  ever  met  afterwards.  When  king 
James  was  frighted  away,  and  a  new  government  wasAo 
be  settled.  Sprat  was  one  of  those  who  considered,  in  a 
conference,    the  great  question,  whether  the  crown  was 

'Vacant,  and  manfully  spoke  in  favour  of  his  old  master. 
He  complied,  however,  «with  the  new  establishment,  and 
was  left  unmolested ;  but,  in  1692,  a  strange  attack  was 
made  upon  him  by  one  Robert  Young  and  Stephen  Black- 
head, both  men  convicted  of  infamous  crimes,  and  both, 
when  the  scheme  was  laid,  prisoners  in  Newgate.  These 
men  drew  up  an  Association,  in  which  they  whose  names 
were  subs(^ribed,  declared  their  resolution  to  restore  king 
James  ;  to  seize  the  princess  of  Orange,  dead  or  alive  ;  and 
to  be  ready  with  thirty  thousand  men  to  meet  king  James 
when  he  should  land.  To  this  they  put  the  name  of  San- 
croft,  Sprat,  Marlborough,  Salisbury,  and  others.  The 
copy  of  Dr.  Sprat's  name  was  obtained  by  a  fictitious  re- 
quest, to  which  an  answer  *^  in  his  own  hand**  was  desired. 
His  hand  was  copied  so  well,  that  he  confessed  it  might 
have  deceived  himself.  Blackhead,  who  had  carried  the 
letter,  being  sent  again  with  a  plausible  message,  was  very 
curious  to  see  the  house,  and  particularly  importunate  to 
be  let  into  the  study  ;  where,  as  is  supposed,  he  designed 
to  leave  the  Association.  This,  however,  was  denied  him, 
and  he  dropt  it  in  a  flower- pot  in  the  parlour.     Young 

'  now  laid  an  information  before  the  privy-council ;  'and 
May  7,  1692,  the  bishop  was  arrested^  and  kept  at  a  mes- 
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senger*8,  under  a  strict  guard,  eleren  days.  Hit  ho^se  waa 
searched,  and  directions  were  given  that  the  flower^pots 
should  be  inspected.  The  messengers,  however,  nussed 
the  room  in  which  the  paper  was  left.  Blackhead  went 
therefore  a  third  time ;  and,  finding  his  paper  where  be 
bad  left  it,  brought  .it  away.  The  bishop,. having  beeh 
Mlarged,  was,  on  June  the  10th  and  I3tb,  examined  again 
before  the  privy-council,  an^  confronted  with  bis  accusers. 
Young  persisted  with  the  most  obdurate  impudence,  against 
the  strongest  evidence ;  but  the  resolution  of  Blackhead  by 
degrees  gave  way.  There  remained  at  last  no  doubt  of 
tb«  bishop's  innocence,  who,  with  great  prudence  and 
diligence,  traced  the  progress,  and  detected  the  characters 
of  the  two  informers,  and  published  an  account  of  his  own 
examination  and  deliverance;  which  made  such  an  impres- 
sion upon  him,  that  he  commemorated  it  through  life  by 
a^  yearly  day  of  thanksgiving.  With  what  hope,  or  what 
interest,  the  villains  had  contrived  an  accusation  which  they 
must  know  themselves  utterly  unable  to  prove,  was  never 
discovered.  After  this,  the  bishop  passed  his  days  in  the 
quifet  exercise  of  his  function.  When  the  cause  of  Sache- 
Torell  put  the  public  in  commotion,  he  honestly  appeared 
among  the  frietids  of  the  church.  He  lived  to  his  seventy- 
ninth  year,  and  died  May  20,  1713.  Burnet  is  not  very 
fietvourabte  to  his  memory ;  but  he  and  Burnet  were  old 
rivals.  On  some  public  occasion  they  both  preached  before 
the  House  of  Commons.  There  prevailed  in  those  days  an 
indecent  custom :  when  the  preacher  touched  any  favourite 
topic  in  a  manner  that  delighted  his  audience,  their  appro- 
bation was  expressed  by  a  loud  hum,  continued  in  propor« 
tion  to  their  zeal  or  pleasure.  When  Burnet  preached, 
pnrt  of  his  congregation  hummed  so  loudly  and  so  long, 
that  he  sat  down  to  enjoy  it,  and  rubbed  his  face  with  bis 
handkerchief.  When  Sprat  preached,  he  likewise  was  ho- 
noured with  the  like  animating  hum  ;  but  he  stretched  out 
his  hand  to  the  congregation,  and  cried,  *^  Peace,  peace, 
I  pray  you,  peace."  "  This,"  says  Dr.  Johnson,  "  I  was 
told  in  my  youth  by  an  old  man,  who  had  been  no  careless 
observer  of  the  passages  of  those  times."  "Burnet's  ser- 
mon,** says  Salmon,  *'  was  remarkable  for  sedition,  and 
Sprat's  for  loyalty.  Burnet  bad  the  thanks  of  the  house; 
Sprat  had  no  thanks,  but  a  good  living  from  the  King; 
which,"  be  said,  **  was  of  as  much  value  as  the  thanks  of 
the  Commons."     Sprat  was  much  admired  in  his  day  for 
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the  elegance  of  bis  prose  style,  but  that  is  not  to  be  mea- 
sured by  the  standard  of  modern  times.  lu  bis  political 
sentiments  be  changed  so  often,  and  so  easily  accommo<» 
4ated  himself  to  the  varied  circumstances  of  the  times  in 
which  he  lived,  that  the  praise  of  consistency  cannot  be 
given.  Yet  we  have  seen  that  on  some  occasions  he  stood 
almost  alone  in  vindication  of  conduct  which  did  him  ho- 
nour. The  works  of  Sprat,  besides  his  few  poems,  are, 
2.  <«  The  History  of  the  Royal  Society.'*  8.  "  The  Life  of 
Cowlev."  4.  ^*  The  Answer  to  Sorbiere."  6.  «  The  His- 
tory of  the  Rye-house  Plot."  6.  "  The  relation  of  bis  own 
Examination.*'  And,  7.  a  volume  of  **  Sermons."  Dr. 
Johnson  says,  **  I  have  heard  it  observed,  with  great  just- 
ness, that  every  book  is  of  a  different  kind,  and  that  each 
has  its  distinct  and  cbaracteristical  excellence.*'  In  his 
^ems  he  considered  Cowley  as  a  model ;  and  supposed 
that  as  he  was  imitated,  perfection  was  approached.  No- 
thing therefore  but  Pindaric  liberty  was  to  be  expected. 
There  is  in  his  few  productions  no  want  of  such  conceits  as 
he  thought  excellent ;  and  of  those  our  judgment  may  be 
settled  by  the  first  that  appears  in  his  praise  of  Cromwell, 
where  he  says  that  Cromwell's  **  fame,  like  man,  will  grow 
white  as  it  grows  old."  According  to  Spence,  in  bis  Anec- 
dotes^ Pope  used  to  call  Sprat  "  a  worse  Cowley.'*  * 

SQUIRE  (Samuel),  a  learned  divine,  was  the  son  of  an 
apothecary,  and  was  botn  at  Warminster,  in  Wiltshire,  in 
1714.  He  was  edujcated  at  St.  John's  college,  Cambridge, 
of  which  he  became'ti  fellow,  and  took  bis  degrees  of  B.  A. 
in  173S,  and  M.  A.  in  1737.  Soon  after,  Dr.  Wynn, 
bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  appointed  him  his  chaplain,  and 
in  1739  gave  him  the  chancellorship  and  a  canonry  of 
Wells,  and  afterwards  collated  him  to  the  archdeaconry 
of  Bath.  In  1748  he  was  presented  by  the  king  to  the 
rectory  of  Topsfield,  in  Essex;  and,  in  1749,  when  the 
duke  of  Newcastle  (to  whom  be  was  chaplain,  and  private 
secretary  *,  as  chancellor  of  the  university)  was  installed 
chancellor  of  Cambridge,  he  preached  one  of  the  com- 
mencement sermons,  and  took  the  degree  of  D.  D.     In 

*  lo  this  charftcter,  from   an  un-  tor's  (or  the  old  lady't)  steward.*'   Hk 

lacky  similitade  of  oamcs,  he  was  ri-  dark  complexion  procured  bim  in  cw|- 

dicaled  by  Dr.  Kinf  in  « The  Key  to  lege  conversation,  and  in  the  tqnMpi 

the  Fmgmem,*'  by  the  appellation  of  of  the  time,  the  nick  oame  of  *'  Tke 

**  Dr.  Squirt,  apothecary  to  Alma  Ma-  man  of  Angda." 

^  Biog.  Brit.— Johnson's  Poets. — Gibber's  Lives. — Burnet's  Own  •Timet. — 
Birch's  TiUotson. — Salmon^  Lives  of  the  Bishops.— Ath.  Ox.  vol.  H. 
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1750  he  was  presented  by  archbishop  Herring  to  the  rec* 
tory  of  St.  Anne,  Westminster  (then  vacant  by  the  death 
of  Dr.  Pelting),  being  his  grace's  option  on  the  see  of  Lou- 
don,  and  for  which  he  resigned  his  living  of  Topsfield  ia 
fairour  of  a  relation  of  the  archbishop.  Soon  after^  Dr. 
Squire  was  presented  by  the  king  to  the  vicarage  of  Green- 
wich in  Kent ;  and,  on  the  establishment  of  the  household 
of  the  prince  of  Wales  (his  present  majesty),  he  was  ap- 
pointed bis  royal  highnesses  clerk  of  the  closet.  In  1760 
be  was  presented  to  the  deanry  of  Bristol ;  and  on  the  fast 
day  of  Feb.  iHj  1761,  preached  a  sermon  before  the  House 
of  Commons;  which  appeared  of  course  in  print  In  that 
year  (on  the  death  of  Dr.  Ellis)  he  was  advanced  to  the 
bishopric  of  St.  David's,  the  revenues  of  which  were  eon* 
aiderably  advanced  by  him.  He  died,  after  a  short  iilness, 
occasioned  by  bis  anxiety  concerning  the  health  of  one  of 
his  sonSy  May  6,  1766.  As  a  parish  minister,  even  after 
his  advancement  to  the  mitre,  he  was  most  conscientiously 
diligent  in' the  duties  of  his  function  ;  and  as  a  prelate,  in 
his  frequent  visits  to  his  see  (though  he  held  it  but  five 
years),  he  siMight  out  and  promoted  the  friendless  and  de- 
serving, in  preference,  frequently,  to  powerful  recommen- 
dations, and  exercised  the  hospitality  of  a  Christian  bishop. 
In  private  life,  as  a  parent,  husband,  friend,  and  master, 
no  man  was  more  beloved,  or  more  lamented.  He  was  a 
fellow  of  the  royal  and  antiquary  societies,  and  a  constant 
attendant  upon  both.  He  married  one  of  the  daughters  of 
Mrs.  Ardesoif,  a  widow  lady  of  fonune  (his  parishioner), 
in  Soho  Square.  Some  verses  to  her  "  on  making  a  pin- 
basket,*'  by  Dr.  (afterwards  sir  James)  Marriott,  are  in  the 
fourth  volume  of  Dodsiey^s  collection.  By  her  the  bishop 
left  two  sons  and  a  daughter,  but  she  did  not  long  survive 
him.  A  sermon,  entitled  ^*  Mutual  Knowledge  in  a  future 
State,*'  &c.  was  dedicated  to  her,  with  a  just  eulogium  on 
bis  patron,  by  the  unfortunate  Dr.  Dodd*,  in  1766.  Be- 
sides several  single  sermons, on  public  occasions,  bishop 

*  Chaplain  (o  the  bishop,  from  whom  Dr.  Dodd  also  says,  in  his  **  ThoughU 

he  recctved  a  prebend  of  Brecon.   In  in  Prison,"  Week  IV.  p.  73.  ed.  1781. 

podd*s   Poems  is  "  A  Sonnet,   occa-         «  And  siiii  more  when  urg*d  ap- 

«ioned  by  reading  the  Truth  and  Im-  prorM, 

portance  of  Natural  and  Revealed  Re-  And   bless'd   by  thee,  St.  David's  ho- 

ligion  ;*'  **  Gratitude  and  Merit,"  an  Dour'd  friend  ; 

•pigram  on  bishop  Squire  }  and  '<  An  Alike  in  Wisdom's  and  in  Leaming^t 

Ode  written   in  the   walks  of  Breck-  school 

nock,*'  expressive  of  gratitude  to  hi<<  Adv.incM  aid  sage,"  3cc. 

friendly    patron.     Of   bishop    Sqniie, 
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Squire  published  the  following  pieces:  l.^^An  enquiiy 
Hito  the  nature  of  the  English  Constitution ;  or,  an  histo* 
rical  essay  on  the  Anglo-Saxon  Government,  both  in  Ger- 
many and  England."  2.  *'  The  ancient  History  of  the  He- 
brews vindicated ;  or,  remarks  on  the  thini  volume  of  the 
Moral  Philosopher/'  under  the  name  of  Th  opnaties  Can- 
tabrigiensrsy  Cambridge,  1741.  This,  Lebnd  sajs,  con- 
tains many  solid  and  ingenious  remarks.  3.  ^*  Two  Essays, 
I.  A  defence  of  the  ancient  Greek  Chronology;  II.  An 
enquiry  into  the  origin  of  the  Greek  Language,"  Cam- 
bridge, 1741.  4.  **  Plutarchi  de  Iside  et  Osiride  liber, 
Greece  etAnglicd;  Grseca  recensuit,  emendavit,  Commen- 
tariis  auxit,  Versionem  novam  Anglicanam  adjecit  Samuel 
Squire,  A.  M.  Archidiaconns  Bathoniensis ;  accesserunt 
Xylandri,  Baxteri,  Bentleii,  Marklandi,  Conjecturse  et 
Emendationes,"  Cantab.  1744.  5.  "  An  Essay  on  the  Ba- 
lance of  Civil  Power  in  England,"  174  . .,  8vo,  which  was 
added  to  the  second  edition  of  the  Enquiry,  &c.  in  1753. 
6.  ^<  Indifference  for  Religion  inexcusable,  or,  a  serioas, 
impartial,  and  practical  review  of  the  ceruinty,  import- 
ance, and  harmony  of  natural  and  revealed  Religion,"  Lon- 
'don,  1748,  again  in  1759,  12mo,  7.  '^  Remarks  upon  Mr. 
Carte's  specimen  of  the  General  History  of  England,  very 
proper  to  be  read  by  all  such  as  are  contributors  to  that 
great  work,"  1748,  8vo.  8.  "The  Principles  of  Religion 
made  easy  to  young  persons,  in  a  short  and  familiar  Ca» 
techism.  Dedicated  to  the  late  Prince  Frederick,"  Lon- 
don, 1763.  9.  "  A  Letter  to  the  right  hon.  the  earl  of  Ha- 
lifax on  the  Peace,"  1763,  8vq,  by  Dr.  Dodd,  received 
great  assistance  frpm  bishop  Squire.  He  also  left  in  MS. 
a  Saxon  Grammar  compiled  by  himself.  A  just  and  well- 
drawn  character  of  archbishop  Herring,  one  of  his  early 
patrons,  was  preBxed  by  bishop  Squire  to  the  archbishop's 
"  Seven  Sermons."  * 

STAAL  (Madame  de),  known  first  by  the  name  of  ma- 
demoiselle de  Launai,  was  the  daughter  of  a  painter  of 
Paris,  who  being  obliged  to  quit  the  kingdom,  left  her  ex- 
posed to  poverty  while  yet  a  child.  Chance  occasioned 
her  receiving  a  distinguished  education  in  the  priory  of  St. 
Louis,  at  Rouen ;  but  on  the  death  of  the  superior  of  that 
Monastery,  who  was  her  friend,  she  was  again  reduced  to 
extreme  indigence,  and  finding  no  other  resource,  engaged 

«  Genu  Mag.  vol.  XXXVI.  and  XLH.— Nichols*!  Bowycr. 
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hendf  at  a  waitrng-woioaii  lo  tkm  4achess  of  Maine.  Uafit, 
kofwavcr,  for  the  dodct  of  such  an  office,  she  lived  in  ob* 
•curity  and  Uhmmy  till  a  siogular  event,  in  which  she 
seeoied  to6tlly  uDcoocerned,  made  her  known  much  to  her 
honour.  A  beautiful  young  lady  of  Paris,  named  Tetard, 
Mras  persuaded  by  her  mother  to  countiurfeit  being  pos- 
sotted.  Ail  Paris  flocked  to  see  this  pretended  wonder, 
■ot  excepting  the  court ;  and  this  becoming  the  iinivertid 
topic  of  conversation,  mademoiselle  de  Lauuai  wrote  ayerf 
witty  letter  on  the  occasion  to  M.  de  Fontenelle,  which  wv 
universally  admired.  The  duchess  having  discovered  th# 
writer  in  the  person  of  her  waiting-Woman,  employed  her 
from  that  time  in  all  the  entertainments  given  at  Sceaox, 
aftd  made  her  her  confidant.  M.  de  Launai  w.rote  verses 
for  some  of  the  pieces  acted  at  Seeaux,  drew  up  the  ptaoa 
of  others,*  and  was  consulted  in  all.  She  ^oon  also  acquired 
the  etteem  of  mess,  de  Fontenelle,  de  Tourreil,  de  Yaliii- 
eeurt,  de  Chaulieu,  de  Malezieu,  and  other  persons  ml 
merit,  who  frequented  the  court.  This  lady  was  involvedl 
in  ihe  duchess  of  Maine's  disgrace,  during  the  regency  of 
the  duke  of  Orleans,  and  confined  in  the  Bastile  near  tvo 
years;  but  being  set  at  liberty,  the  duchess  married  h^r  to 
M.  de  Staal,  lieutenant  of  the  Swiss  guards,  afterwards 
oaptain  and  marechal  de  camp.  It  is.said  she  had  refused  to 
aurry  the  celebrated  M.  Dacier.  She  died  in  1750,  aiid 
seme  *'  Memoirs  of  her  Life,'*  written  by  herself,  were 
sooQ  after  published  in  3  vols.  12mo.  They  contain  nothing 
very  imporunt,  but  are  very  amusing,  and  very  well  writ- 
ten, their  style  being  pure  and  elegant.  A  fourth  volume 
has  since  appeared,  consisting  of  two.plea&ing  plays,  one 
entitled  L'Engouedient,  the  other  La  Mode,  which  were 
acted  at  Sceaux.  * 

6TACKHOUSE  (Thomas),  a  learned  and  laborious 
divine,  was  born  in  1680,  but  in  what  part  of  the  kingdonoi^ 
or  where  educated,  is  not  known.  Somewhat  late  in  life 
he  added  tbe  degree  of  A.  M.  to  his  name,  but  be  does  not 
^occur  in  the  lists  of  the  Oxford  or  Cambridge  graduates, 
and  bis  right  to  the  degree  must  have  proceeded  either 
from  I^ambeth,  or  some  of  tbe  northern  universities.  He 
was  some  time  minister  of  the  English  church  at  Amster- 
dam, and  afterwards  successively  curate  at  Richmond,  Eal- 
ing, and  Fioehley,  in  all  which  places  he  was  much  re- 

1  MMMin.-i-Dtot.  Hitt. 
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spiected.  In  1733  he  was  prwented  to  the  vicarage  of  Ben- 
bam  Valence/ a/nu  Beenhaa),  in  Berkshire,  where  he  dic^ 
Oct.  11,  1752,  aged  seventy-two,  and  was  burie<jl  in  (be 
parish  church.  A  neat  tablet  is  inscribed  to  his  meoiory, 
tfitimatiug  the  support  he  gave  to  tiie  cause  of  the  Christian 
faith,  and  referring  to  his  numerous  works  for  a  testimony 
of  his  merit 

The  earliest  of  his  publications,  or  at  least  the  first  wbieh 
brought  him  into  notice  was,  i.  <<The  miseries  and  grtac 
hardships  of  the  Inferior  Clergy  in  and  about  London  ;  and 
a  modest  plea  for  their  rights  and  better  usage ;  in  a  letter 
to  a  right  rev.  prelate/'  1723,  8vo.  2.  <<  Memoirs  of  bishop 
Atterbury,  from  his  birth  to  his  banishment,"  1723,  8vo. 
3.  <<  A  Funeral  Sermon  on  the  death  of  Dr.  Brady,''  1726, 
Sro.  4.  **  A  complete  body  of  Divinity,"  1729,  folio.  5. 
•*  A  fmir  state  of  the  Controversy  between  Mr.  WaoUion  and 
his  adversaries :  containing  the  substance  of  what  he  an* 
serts  in  his  discourses  ag^ainst  the  literal  sense  of  our  blessed 
Saviour's  miracles ;  and  what  Bp.  Gibson,  Bp.  Chlmdler, 
Bp.  Smalbroke,  Bp.  Sherlock,  Dr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Ray,  Mr. 
Lardner,  Mr.  Chandler,  &c.  have  advanced  against  him," 
1730,  8vo.  This,  which  Leland  calls  a  "  clear  account," 
is  not  a  mere  compilation,  but  shows  the  author  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  controversy,  and  fully  able  to  strengthen 
the  cause  for  which  Woolston  was  opposed.  As  this  work 
was  soon  out  of  print,  he  incorporated  its  principal  con- 
tents in  a  larger  volume,  entitled,  6.  ^^  A  Defence  of  the 
Christian  Religion  from  the  several  objections  of  Anti- 
scripturists,"  &c.  1731,  8vo.  7.  **  Reflections  on  the  na- 
ture and  property  of  Languages,"  1731,  8vo.  8.  **  The 
Book-binder,  Book-printer,  and  Book-seller  confuted,  or 
the  Author's  vindication  of  himself  from  the  calumnies  in 
a  paper  industriously  dispersed  by  one  Ediiii.  Together 
with  some  Observations  on  the  History  of  the  Bible,  as  it 
is  at  present  published  by  the  said  Edlin.  B^  the  rev.  Mr. 
Staekhouse,  curate  of  Finchley,"  1732,  8vo.  This  very 
scarce  pamphlet,  of  which  but  one  copy  is  known  (now  in 
the  curious  collection  of  James  Bindley,  esq.)  relates  to  a 
squabble  Mr.  Stackhouse  had  with  Edlin  (who  appears  to 
hare  been  a  mercenary  bookseller  of  the  lower  order,  and 
a  petty  tyrant  over  his  poor  authors),  respecting  Mr.  Stack- 
house's  <*  History  of  the  Bible."  Stackhouse,  however, 
engaged  afterwards  with  more  reputable  men,  and  pro- 
duced, 9.  his  ^^  New  History  of  the  Bible,  from  the  begin- 
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ning  of  the  world  to  the  establishment  of  Christianity/^ 
17S2y  2  vols,  folio.  I'bis  has  always  been  considered  as  a 
^ork  of  merit,  and  has  been  often  reprinted  ;  the  best  edi- 
tion is  said  to  be  that  of  1752,  of  which  the  engravings 
•re  of  a  very  snperior  cast  to  what  are  usually  given  in 
works  published  periodically.  10.  '^  A  Sermon  bn  the  30th 
of  January,"  1736,  8vo.  11.  "A  Sermon  on  the  Deca* 
logue,'*  1743,  8vo.  12.  "A  new  and  practical  Escposition 
on  the  Creed,'*  1747,  folio.  13.  "  Vana  doctrine  emolu- 
menta,"  1752,  4to.  This  is  a  poem,  and  his  last  publica- 
tion, in  which  he  deplores  his  miserable  condition  in  the 
language  of  disappointment  and  despair.  Besides  these, 
he  had  been,  we  know  not  at  what  period,  the  author  o^ 
14.  **  An  Abridgment  of  Burnet's  Own  Times,"  8vo.  15. 
"  The  art  of  Short- hand,"  4to.  16.  "A  System  of  Prac- 
tical Duties,"  8vo.  Long  after  his  death,  if  they  were  not 
re-publications,  appeared,  under  bis  name,  a  "  Greek 
Grammar,"  and  "A  general  view  of  Ancient  History,  Chro- 
nology, and  Geography,  &c."  4to.  There  was  a  rev.  Tho-. 
mas  Stackbouse,  styled  mini.ster  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen  at 
Bridgnorth  in  Shropshire,  who  communicated  to  the  Rpyal 
Society  som«  extracts  from  a  topographical  account  of 
Bridgnorth  (Phil.  Trans,  vol.  XLIV.)  but  whether  this  was 
our  author  does  not  appear.^ 

STAHL  (George  Ernest),  a  very  fsminent  German  che- 
ilEiist,  was  born  in  Franconia  in  1660,  and  educated  in  the 
science  of  medicine,  of  which  he  was  made  professor  in 
1694,  when  the  university  of  Hall  was  founded.     His  re- 
putation, by  means  of  his  lectures,  his  publications,  and 
the  success  of  his  practice,  was  soon  verj'  highly  advanced  : 
and  in  1716  he  was  invited   to  Berlin,  where  he  became 
physician  to  the  king,  and  even  a  counsellor  of  state.     He 
lived  in  great  celebrity  to  the  age  of  seventy-five,  when  he 
died,  in  1734.     As  a  chemist,  Stahl  was  unrivalled  in  his 
day,  and  was  the  inventor  of  the  doctrine  of  phlogiston, 
which,  though  it  may  yield  to  the  newer  theory  of  Lavoi- 
sier and  the  French  chemists,  was  admitted   by  the  best 
philosophers  for  nearly  half  a  century.     As  a  physician  he 
4iad  some  fancies,  and  was  particularly  remarkable  for  his 
doctrine  of  the  absolute  power  of  the  soul  over  the  body. 
He  maintained  that  every  muscular  action,  whether  at- 
tended with  consciousness  or  not,  proceeds  from  a  volun* 

>  Nichols's  Bowjren 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


S  T  A  H  L.  321 

tary  act  of  the  mind.  This  theory  he,  as  well  as  his  fol- 
lowers, carried  too  far  ;  but  from  it  he  derived  many  cau- 
tions of  real  importance  to  physicians,  for  attending  to  the 
state  of  the  mind  in  every  patient.  His  works  are  very 
numerous,  but  the  principal  of  them  are  these,  1.  ^^  £x- 
perimenta  et  observationes  Cbemicae  et  Physics,"  Berlin, 
173  J,  8vo.  2.  ^^  Dissertaltiones  Medics,"  Hall,  2  vols.  4to. 
3.  *' Theoria  medica  vera,"  Hall,  1708,  4to.  4.  "Opus- 
culum  chemico-physico-medicum,*'  Hall,  1715,  Svo.  5. 
"Thoughts  on  Sulphur,"  Hall,  1718,.  Svo,  written  in  Ger- 
man. 6.  "  Negotium  otiosum,  seu  skiamachia  adversus 
positiones  aliquas  fundamentales  Theorise  vers  Medicins, 
a  viro  quodam  celeberrimo  intenta,  sed  enervata,"  Hall, 
1720,  4to.  Here  he  chiefly  defends  his  theory  of  the  soura 
action  on  the  body.  7.  "  Fundamenta  chymis,"  Norimb. 
1723,  4to.  8.  A  treatise  in  German,  ''  On  Salts,"  Hall, 
1723,  Svo.  He  was  also  deeply  skilled  in  metallurgy,  and 
wrote,  9.  "  Commentarium  in  Metallurgiam  Beccheri," 
1723,  and  10.  **  Instructions  on  Metallurgy,"  in  German, 
Leipsic,  1720,  Svo.' 

STAIN £R  (Richard),  a  brave  naval  officer  in  the  se- 
venteenth century,  was  commander  of  a  ship  of  war  during 
the  protectorate  of  Cromwell,  and  distinguished  himself  by 
some  actions  of  singular  gallantry.  In  1G56,  having  three 
frigates  under  his  command,  he  fell  in  with  the  Spanish 
flota,  consisting  of  eight  sail ;  notwithstanding  the  dispro- 
portion of  numbers,  he  attacked  them,  and  with  such  suc- 
cess, that  in  the  space  of  a  few  hours  he  burnt  one,  sunk 
a  second,  captured  two,  and  drove  two  others  on  shore. 
The  treasure  on  board  of  his  prizes  amounted  to  600,000/L 
sterling.  The  next  year,  in  company  with  admiral  Blake, 
who  had  the  chief  command,  he  attacked  and  destroyed 
the  Spanish  flota  in  the  bay  of  Santa  Cruz ;  **  an  act  so 
miraculous,"  says  Clarendon,  ^*  that  all  who  knew  the  place 
wondered  bow  any  men,  with  what  courage  soever  endued, 
could  have  undertaken  it ;  indeed,  they  could  hardly  per- 
suade themselves  to  believe  what  they  had  done ;  whilst 
the  Spaniards  comforted  themselves  with  the  belief  that 
jthey  were  devils,  and  not  men,  who  bad  destroyed  their 
ships."  For  bis  share  in  this  gallant  exploit,  captain 
Stainer  was  knighted  by  Cromwell  at  Whitehall,. June  11, 
165T;    and  soon  afterwards  made  a  vice-admiral.     Sir 

>  Eloy,  Diet  Hitt.  4c  Medccinc— ThOTlsoii'B  Hist  of  the  Royal  Society. 
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Riebanl  Statner  iras  one  of  th«  commanders  who  went  wUk 
admiral  Montague  to  bring  over  Charles  II.  He  was 
knighted  by  the  king,  and  made  rear-admiral  of  the  flee^ 
but  did  not  long  enjoy  his  honours,  as  his  death  took  place 
in  Nov.  1662.  He  was  buried  at  Greenwich,  where  his 
lady  died  the  preceding  year.  Leaving  no  issue,  he  be^ 
queatbed  his  large  property  to  his  brother,  who,  by  involv- 
ing himself  in  a  law-suit  with  the  salt-company  at  Droit- 
wich,  lost  the  J  greater  part  of  his  fortune,  and  grew  dis-^ 
tressed.  His  son,  the  nephew  and  representative  of  the 
gallant  sir  Richard  Stainer,  was  a  few  years  ago  in  a  work- 
house at  Birmingham.' 

8TANBRIDGE  (John),  an  eminent  schoolmaster,  waa 
born  at  Heyford  in  Northamptonshire,  prob€d>ly  about  the 
middle  of  the  fifteenth  century,  and  was  educated  at  Win- 
chester-school. From  this  he  was  sent  to  New  college, 
Oxford,  and  in  1481  admitted  perpetual  fellow.  About 
1486,  being  then  B.  A.  he  was  appointed  first  usher  of  the 
fVee-school  adjoining  Magdalen  college,  and  succeeded 
John  Anwykyll,  as  chief  master.  As  a  teacher  he  became 
very  eminent,  and  produced  some  scholars  afterwards  much 
celebrated  in  the  world.  He  was  yet  more  useful  to  fti- 
tm*e  generations  by  the  elementary  books  which  he  pub- 
lished, and  which  were  soon  introduced  in  most  of  the  prin- 
cipal schools  of  that  time,  by  which,  says  Wood,  ^  the 
Latin  tongue  was  much  refined  and  amended.**  His  en- 
thusiasm for  the  interests  of  bis  school  seems  to  have  got 
the  better  of  prudential  considerations,  as,  according  to 
Wood,  ^  when  in  his  old  age  he  should  have  withdrawn 
himself  fVom  his  profession,  and  have  lived  upon  whiat  he 
bad  gotten  in  his  yt>nnger  years,  he  refosed  it,  lived  poor 
and  bare  to  the  last,  yet  with  a  juvenile  and  cheeritil  spi- 
rit*' His  life  extended  beyond  1522,  but  the  precise  time 
of  his  death  is  not  known. 

Among  his  elementary  treatises  are,  1.  ^  Embryon  reli- 
matum,  sive  Vocabularium  Metricum,**  printed  first  ia 
1500,  and  often  reprinted  as  far  as  1636.  2.  <<Parvulo- 
rum  institutiones,**  which  appears  to  have  been  a  coUectien 
of  grammatical  precepts  from  other  publications  of  Stan- 
bridge,  1521,  4to,  &c.  3.  <*De  ordine  constructionum/* 
4.  *^  Vulgmria  Stanbridgtana,'*  4to,  without  date,  but  re- 
printed in  l$36.    5.  <*The  accidence  of  mayster  Stan- 

1  LyBom'i  EiiTiroDfl,  firom  Chamodk*!  Biof .'  K«f a1it»  fcc 
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brydge's  owae  makyn|;e."  6.  '*  Accidentia  Sttobridgi^" 
4to,  without  date,  repnoted  in  1534.  7.  '<  Gradu^  compa* 
rationum,  &c."  4tQ,  without  date,  reprinted  in  1526,  1527, 
1530.  8.  *«  Sum,  es,  fui,  of  ^tanbridge,"  4to.  9.  «  Hfx- 
asticoD,"  addressed  to  Whittiugton,  who  bad  been  one  of 
bis  scholars,  and  printed  in  tbe  "  Syntaxia*'  of  the  fatter, 
1 52 1.  This  Jobn  Stanhridge  bad  a  kiiuman  (Wartoja  say9t 
a  brother),  Thomas  Staubridee,  a  noted  schoobnaster  of 
Banbury  in  Oxfordshire,  and  the  tutor  of  sir  Thomas  Pope^ 
He  died  in  1522.^ 

STANHOPE  (George),  dean  of  Canterbury,  a  divine 
of  eminent  talents  and  personal  worth,  was  born  Mai:cb  5, 
1660,  at  Hertishorn  in  the  county  of  Derby.  Of  this  pa- 
rish bis  father,  the  rev.  Thomas  Stanhope,  was  rector,  as 
'  well  as  vicar  of  St.  Margaret  in  the  t)wn  of  Leicester,  and 
chaplain  to  the  earls  of  Chesterfield  and  Clare.  His  mo- 
ther, who^e  name  was  Allestree,  was  of  an  ancient  family 
in  Derbyshire.  His  grandfather.  Dr.  George  Stanhope, 
precentor  of  York,  and  rector  of  Wheldrake  in  that  coun- 
ty, was  one  of  those  persecuted  ecclesiastics  who,  for  their 
loyalty  to  Charles  I.  experienced  the  greatest  distress ;  he 
was  dispossessed  of  his  preferments,  and  (as  dean  Stanhope 
told  Mr.  Walker  himself)  was  driven  to  the  doors  with  ele* 
ven  children,  and  died  in  1644. 

Mr.  Stanhope  received  tbe  first  rudiments  of  education 
at  the  school  of  Uppingham  in  the  county  of  Rutlandy 
whence  he  was  removed  to  that  of  Leicester,  apd  again  to 
that  of  Eton,  from  which  he  was  elected  on  the  foundation 
at  King^s  college  in  1677.  In  his  youth  he  had  displayed 
tbe  most  promising  abilities ;  and  at  the  university  be  en- 
riched his  mind  with  that  valuable  stock  of  learning,  whicb 
he  afterwards  so  judiciously  employed.  Of  the  French,  as 
well  a^  of  tbe  Latin,  Greek,  and  Hebrew  languages,  he' 
acquired  a  critical  knowledffe.  He  tpok  the  degree  of  B.  A. 
in  1681,  and  that  of  M.  A.  m  1685.  He  entered  into  boly 
orders,  but  did  not  immediately  leave  tbe  university.  He 
officiated  first  at  the  church  of  Quoi  near  Cambridge,  and 
io  1688  was  vice-proctor  of  the  university.  In  the  same 
y^ar  he  was  preferred  to  the  rectory  of  Tewing  in  the 
county  of  Hertford  ;  and  in  1689  to  the  vicarage  of  Lew]3- 
bam  in  Kent.  Tbe  latter  benefice  be  owed  to  tbe  kindness 
of  lord  Dartmputh,  to  wbom  be  was  chaplain,  and  to  whose 

*  Ath.  Ox.  Tol.  I.  new  e4it— Warton*8  Life  of  Pope,  p.  5. 
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•on  be  bad  'been  tutor.  He  was  soon  after  appointed  chap- 
lain in  ordinary  to  king  William  and  queen  Mary  ;  and  he 
enjoyed  the  same  honour  under  queen  Anne. 

In  July  1697  he  took  the  degree  of  D.  D.  the  exercises 
for  which  he  performed  publicly,  and  with  great  applause. 
On  the  preceding  Sunday  he  preached  the  commencement 
sermon,  in  which  he  stated  the  perfection,  and  argued  the 
sufficiency,  of  Scripture,  and  gave  an  eminent  display  of 
bis  eloquence  and  talents.  In  1701  he  was  appointed 
preacher  at  the  lecture  founded  by  the  hon.  Mr.  Boyle, 
when  he  acquitted  himself  as  an  admirable  defender  of  the 
cause  which  the  benefactor  intended  to  promote,  by  assert- 
ing, in  sixteen  sermons,  the  *^  Truth  and  Excellency  of  the 
Christian  Religion  against  Jews, 'Infidels,  and  Heretics.'* 
In  1 703,  he  was  presented  to  the  vicarage  ff  Deptford  in 
Kent,  on  which  he  relinquished  the  rectory  of  Tewing,  and 
held  Lewisham  and  Deptford  by  dispensation.  In  this  year 
also  lie  was  promoted,  on  the  translation  of  bishop  Hooper 
to  the  see  of  Bath  and  Wells,  to  the  deanery  of  Canterbury; 
in  which  he  was  installed  March  23,  1704.  He  was  now 
also  Tuesday  lecturer  at  the  church  of  St.  Lawrence  Jewry ; 
in  which  appointment,  as  well  as  in  the  deanery,  he  was 
no  mean  successor  to  Tillotson  and  Sharp.  This  lecture, 
indeed,  had  long  been  supplied  by  eminent  divines ;  and 
was  considered  as  a  very  honourable  appointment.  He 
continued  to  maintain  its  reputation,  and  advance  his  own, 
till  1 708,  when  he  resigned  the  office,  and  was  succeeded 
by  Dr.  Moss. 

At  the  convocation  of  the  clergy  in  October  1705,  he 
preached  the  Latin  sermon  in  St.  PauPs  cathedral,  ^nd  was 
at  the  same  time  proposed,  with  Dr.  Binckes,  to  fill  the 
probcutor's  chahr ;  but  the  majority  declared  for  the  latter. 
In  Feb.  17 13- 14,  however,  he  was  elected  to  that  office, 
and  was  twice  afterwards  re^chosen.  In  1717,  when  the 
fierce  spirit  of  controversy  raged  in  the  convocation,  he 
checked  the  Bangorian  champion,  archdeacon  Edward 
Tenison,  in  his  observations,  by  reading  the  schedule  of 
prorogation.  The  archdeacon,  however,  not  content  only 
to  protest  against  the  proceedings  of  the  House,  entered 
into  a  controversy  with  the  prolocutor  himself.  In  the  fol- 
lowing year  a  correspondence  commenced  between  the 
dean. and  bis  diocesan  bishop  Atterbury,  on  the  increasing 
neglect  of  public  baptisms ;  from  which  it  appears,  that 
Stanhppe  had  **  long  discouraged  private  baptismsy**  and 
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tbftt  the  prelate  expressed  himself  obliged  to  htm  for  his 
attention  in  this  respect,  as  also  for  his  constant  choice  of 
worthy  curates.  After  having  lived  an  example,  even  from 
his  youth  upwards,  of  cheerful  and  unaffected  piety,  he 
died,  universally  lamented,  at  Bath,  March  18,  1728,  aged 
sixty-eight. 

The  mild  and  friendly  temper  of  dean  Stanhope  render- 
ed him  the  delight  of  all.  To  the  misfortunes  of  others  he 
was  remarkably  attentive,  and  that  concern  which  he  ex- 
pressed, conveyed  at  once  consolation  to  the  heart,  and 
improvement  to  the  understanding.  His  care  as  a  parish 
priest,  and  as  a  dean,  was  exemplary.  That  advice  which 
he  gav9  to  others,  was  the  rule  of  his  own  practice.  In  an 
excellent  letter  from  him  to  a  young  clergyman,  printed  in 
the  Gent.  Mag.  17»2,  he  says,  "You  will  do  well  to  de- 
mean yourself  in  all  the  offices  of  yoor  function,  that  peo- 
ple may  think  you  are  in  very  good  earnest,  and  so  to  order 
your  whole  conversation  *,  that  they  may  be  sure  yott^  are 
so."  While  he  benefited  mankind,  as  a  writer,  he  was  no 
less  edifying  as  a  preacher.  To  a  plain  and  clear  style  he 
added  the  most  becoming  action^  and  his  manner  was  pe- 
culiarly his  own.  In  his  will,  among  other  benevolent  le- 
gacies^ he  left  the  sum  of  250/.  to  found  an  exhibition  for 
a  king's  scholar  of  Canterbury  school.  He  had  been  twice 
married,  first  to  Olivia,  daughter  of  Charles  Cotton  of  Be- 
resford  in  Staffordshire,  esq.  by  whom  he  had  one  son  and 
five  daughters ;  and  secondly  to  Miss  Parker,  half-sister  of 
sir  Charles  Wager,  who  survived  him,  dying  in  1730,  aged 
about  fifty-four.  He  was  buried  in  the  church  of  Lewis- 
ham,  where  is  a  memorial  on  a  grave-stOne,  within  the  rails 
of  the  communion*table. 

Dean  Stanhope's  literary  labours  succeeded  each  other 
in  the  following  order:  1.  His  translation  of  ^Thomas  il 
Kempis  De  Imitatione  Christi,''  1696,  8vo.  Dean  Stan- 
hope was  himself  somewhat  of  an  ascetic.     2.  A  translation 

4 

*  Dr.  Stanbop«  teems  not  to  have  taral  to  the  feotlemeli  of  the  annjy 

been  aTerse  to  the  seria  mixta  jocis  the'worthy  dean  took  occasion  to  tell 

when  in  oompany.    Cohnan,   in  the  a  story  in  turn ;  in  whtdi  he  frequently 

**  CwMioiisenr,*'  infonas  os  that,  •'  in  repeated  the  words  hotUt  and  gkus,  m- 

bia  yoonger  days,  when  he  was  chap-  stead  of  the  usual  expletives  of  Ood^ 

lain  to  a  regiment,  he  reclaimed  the  dtnl^  and  dbam,  which  he  did  not  think 

ofltoers,  who  were  much  addicted  to  quite  so'  becoming  for  one  of  his  ctoth 

the  vulgar  practice  of  swearing  by  the  to  make  free  with.*'    This  story  may 

following   method    of   reproof.    One  be  true,  but  the  circumftances  of  Dr. 

evening,  as  they  were  all  in  company  Stanhope's  baring  been  chaplain  to  a 

together,   after  they  had  been  very  regiment  bat  escaped  alibis  biograr 

eloqnent  in  this  kind  of  rhetoric  so  na-  phers. 
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6f  "Chtirron  on  Wisdom/*  1697>  3  vols.  8vo».  3.  <*Tbe 
Meditations  of  the  Emperor  M.  Aurelius  Antoninus,"  trans- 
IlKted,  with  Dacier^s  notes  and  Life  of  the  emperor,  1699, 
4to.  4.  ^^  Sermons  upon  several  occasions/'  fifteen  in 
number,  with  a  iicheme,  in  the  preface,  of  the  author's  ge-  ' 
neral  design,  1700,  8vo.  5.  In  the  same  year,  a  translation 
of  **  Epictetas,"  with  the  commentary  of  SimpUcitis,  8vo. 
S.  <^  Paraphrase  on  the  Epistles  and  Gospels,"  1705,  4 
vols.  8vo.  This  is  the  work  by  which  bis  memory  is  still 
preserved.  7.  "  The  truth  and  excellence  of  the  ChHs- 
tian  Religion  asserted,  against  Jew^,  infidels,  and  here- 
tics \  ill  sixteen  sermons  preached  at  Boyle's  Lecturies," 
1706,  4to,  repnblished  in  1739, folio.  8.  "  Rochefoucault's 
Maxims,"  translated,  1706,  8vo.  9.  An  edition,  being  the 
fourth,  of  *<  Parsons's  Christian  Directory,*'  1716,  8vo,  p6t 
into  more  modern  language.  10.  "  St.  Augustin's  Medi- 
tations," a  free  version,  executed  with  spirit  and  success, 
1720,  8vo.  11.  "A  Funeral  Sermon  on  Mr.  Richard 
Bayer,  bookseller,"  1724,  4to.  This  was  so  highly  approved, 
that  it  went  through  two  editions  within  the  year.  12. 
"  Twelve  Sermons,  on  several  occasions,"  1727,  8vo.  13. 
"  The  grounds  and  principles  of  the  Christian  Religion,'* 
translated  by  Wanley  from  Ostervald,  and  revised  by  Dr. 
Stanhope.  14.  Several  Sermons  on  particular  occasions 
between  1692  and  1724.  15.  <<A  posthumous  work,  be- 
ing a  translation  from  the  Greek  devotions  of  Dr.  Lancelot 
Andrews,"  1730,  a  thin  8vo.  Bishop  Andrews  was,  in  some 
degree,  the  model  which  he  chose  to  imitate.^ 

STANHOPE  (James  First  Earl),  was  descended  from 
an  ancient  and  honourable  family  of  that  name^  which 
flourished  for  many  ages  in  the  county  of  Nottingham, 
and  was  son  of  Alexander  Stanhope^  esq.  by  Catharine  his 
wife,  daughter  of  Arnold  Burghill>  of  Thinge-hill  Parvtt, 
Herefordshire,  esq.  He  was  born  in  1673.  His  father, 
Who  was  very  instrumental  in  the  revolution  in  1688,  being 
in  the  beginning  of  king  William's  reign  sent  envoy  extra-^  ' 
ordinary  to  the  court  of  Spain,  Mr.  Stanhope  accompanied 

*  The  desBy   however,  thought  it  upon  Pope's  Worict,  ^  Umt  «o  orthodox 

necessary  to  ob? iate  the  tendency  of  «  ditine  u  Stanhope  should  translate 

CharroD's  tenets  on  instinot  and  re4son»  two  books  that  are  supposed  to  fkTOur 

by  k  long  appendhc  to  the  34ih  chapter  libertinism  and  scepticism— the  Wii- 

of  the  first  book.    ''  It  appears  a  little  dom  of  Charron,  and  the  Maums  of 

strange/'  says  Dr.  Warton  io  bis  notes  Roch^foncaolf 

t  Nichols's  Bowyer.— Todd's  Deaos  of  Canterbury.^Gcnt.  Mag.  ▼Ol.'LXn. 
and  LXVIII.— Niehols^s  Atterbury. 
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him  tkither ;  which  gave  bim  an  opportunity  of  gaining  aa 
accurate  knowledge  of  the  laws  and  custoaia  of  that  coun^ 
try.  He  continued  there  some  years^  and  thence  made  a 
tour  to  France,  Italy,  and  other  parts,  where  be  mede  it 
his  study  to  become  acquainted  with  the  lawa  and  the  con-p- 
stitutions,  as  well  as  the  langtiages,  of  those  places.  He 
afterwards  went  into  tbe  confederate  army  in  Flanders^ 
where  he  served  as  a  volunteer ;  and  at  the  famous  siege 
of  Namur  in  1695  distinguished  himself  to  such  advantage^ 
that  king  William  gave  him  a  eompaoy  of  foot,  and  soon 
after  a  colonel's  commission.  Though  be  was  but  young, 
being  tben  about  two  and  twenty  years  old,  he  had  free 
access  to  that  king,  for  whom  he  had  always  the  highest 
reverence.  In  tbe  first  parliament  of  queen  Anoe  he  waa 
chosen  representative  for  the  borough  of  Cockermouth  in 
Cumberland,  as  he  was  likewise  in  the  succeeding  parlia* 
ment,  summoned  to  meet  at  Westminster  June  the  14tb, 
1705;  in  tbe  beginning  of  which  year  he  was  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  br^;adier- general,  and  gained  great  reputation 
in  Spain  under  tbe  earl  of  Peterborough  at  the  siege  of 
Barcelona,  which  surrendered  to  the  allies  October  the  9tb, 
1705w  Immediately  after  the  reduction  of  that  place,  the 
earl  dispatched  captain  Norris  express  to  England,  on  board 
the  Canterbury  man  of  war ;  in  which  ship  brijpMlier  Staa« 
hope  and  the  lord  Shannon  embarked  likewise,  and  on  tbe 
22d  of  November  1705  arrived  at  St.  Helen's*  Soon  after 
brigadier  Stanhope  waited  on  her  majesty,  and  delivered 
to  her  several  letters,  particularly  one  from  the  king  of 
Spain,  now  emperor  of  Germany,  which  has  this  passage : 
'^  I  owe  the  sane  justice  to  your  brigadier^general  Stan-^ 
hope  upon  account  of  his  great  zeal,  attention,  and  moat 
prudent  conduct,  of  which  he  has  given  me  proofs  on  all 
manner  of  occasions/'  Towards  the  close  of  the  first  sea* 
non  of  the  new  parliament  he  returned  to  Spain,  and  his 
presence  was  extremely  acceptable  to  his  catholic  majesty. 
In  the  beginning  of  1708,  when  a  French  invasion  in  ^ 
vo«ir  of  the  Pretender  was  expected,  bmgadier  Stanhope 
nKHned  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  dissolve  the  clana  in  Scotland, 
and  wts  aeoonded  by  sir  David  Dalrymple,  and  tbe  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  brought  in  accordingly  ;  but  the  enemy' 
not  landing  at  that  tiaie,  the  bill  was  laid  asiife*  About 
this  time  he^  with  brigadier  Cadogan  and  <Hbers,  wns  ad- 
vanced to  the  rank  dF  major-general,  and  soon  aftar  ap^ 
pointed  bj  h9r  majesty  envoy  exttaonikMMy  and  plentpop' 
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tendary  to  king  Charles  III.  of  Spain,  and  coaimand^r  in 
chief  of  the  British  forces  in  that  kingdom.  He  arrived  at 
Barcelona  May  the  29th,  1 708,  and  the  same  year  reduced 
Port  Mabon  and  the  whole  island  of  Minorca.  In  the  first 
British  parliament' which  met  after  the  union  of  the  king- 
doms of  England  and  Scotland,  he  was  re-chosen  member 
for  Cockermouth.  He  was  also  advanced  to  the  rank  of 
lieutenant-general;  and  in  1710  was  one  of  the  managers 
of  the  House  of  Commons  at  the  trial  of  Dr.  Sacheverell^ 
against  whose  doctrines  he  made  an  able  speech.  In  the 
latter  end  of  May  that  year  he  went  to  Spain,  and  on  July 
27,  obtained  a  signal  victory  over  the  enemy  near  Alme- 
nara,  as  he  did  likewise  on  Aug.  20  near  Saragossa ;  buf 
Dec.  9  following  he  was  taken  prisoner  at  Brihuega. 

Upon  the  change  of  administration,  a  new  parliament 
being  called,  he  was  proposed  candidate  for  the  City  of 
Wehtminster,  together  with  sir  Henry  Dutton-Colt,  but 
being  unsuccessful,  was  chosen  again  for  Cockermouth. 
He  continued  prisoner  in  Spain  till  1712,  when  his  impe- 
rial majesty  made  an  exchange  for  the  duke  of  Escalone, 
formerly  viceroy  of  Naples ;  and  in  July  the  general  set 
out  on  his  return  home  by  the  way  of  France,  and  on  the 
16th  of  August  arrived  in  England.  In  parliament  he  now 
opposed  vigorously  the  measures  of  the  court,  and  parti- 
cularly the  Bill  of  Commerce  between  Great  Britain  and 
France.  Upon  the  calling  a  new  parliament  in  1713.  he 
lost  his  election  at  Cockermouth  by  a  small  majority,  but 
was  soon  after  chosen  unanimously  for  Wendover  in  Bucks; 
and  opposed  the  Schism-bill  with  gre^t  spirit  Upon  the 
arrival  of  king  George  I.  in  England,  he  was  received  by 
his  majesty  with  particular  marks  of  favour;  and  on  the 
27th  of  September  1714,  appointed  one  of  the  principal 
secretaries  of  state,  and  October  the  1st  sworn  one  of  the 
privy-council.  On  the  20th  of  the  same  month,  the  day 
of  his  majesty*8  coronation,  he,  with  the  lord  Cobbam,  set 
out  with  a  private  commission  to  the  emperor's  court ;  where 
having  succeeded  in  his  negotiations,  he  returned  to  Eng* 
laud  in  the  hitter  end  of  December.  A  new  parliament 
being  vummoned  to  meet  at  Westminster  on  the  17th  of 
March  1714-15,  he  was  unanimously  chosen  for  Cocker-^ 
mouth,  as  Vie  was  likewise  for  Aldborough  in  Yorkshire. 
In  July  1716  he  aUended  his  majesty  to  Germany,  and 
was  principally  concerned  in  the  alliance  concluded  at  that 
time  with  France  and  the  States-general,  by  which  the 
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Pretender  was  removed  beyoud  the  Alps,  and  Dunkirk  and 
Mardyke  demolished.  He  returned  with  his  majesty  in 
1716,  and  the  following  year  was  appointed  first  lord  of 
the  treasury,  and  chancellor  of  the  exchequer.  He  was 
afterwards  created  a  peer  of  Great  Britain,  by  the  title  of 
baron  Stanhope  of  Elvaston,  in  the  county  of  Derby,  and 
viscount  Stanhope  of  Mabon  in  the  island  of  Minorca*  In 
March  1718,  he  was  appointed  principal  secretary  of  state, 
in  the  room  of  the  earl  of  Sunderland,  who  succeeded  lord 
Stanhope  in  the  Treasury  :  and  soon  after  was  created  earl 
Stanhope.  The  Spanish  pother  growing  more  formidable, 
an  alliance  was  set  on  foot  between  his  Britannic  majesty, 
the  emperor,  and  the  king  of  France,  for  which  purpose 
earl  Stanhope  set  out  in  June  for  Paris,  and  thence  to 
Madrid,  but  finding  nothing  could  be  done  with  that  court, 
he  returned  to  England  in  September.  In  December  fol- 
lowing, he  introduced  a  bill  into  the  House  of  Lords  <*  for 
strengthening  the  protestant  interest  in  these  kingdoms,'* 
in  which  he  proposed  a  repeal  of  the  occasional-^onformity^ 
bill,  and  the  schism  bill,  and  it  passed  by  a  majority,  of 
eighteen. 

In  May  1719  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  lords  justices, 
during  the  king's  absence,  and  attended  his  majesty  to 
Hanover;  and  upon  bis  return  to  England  April  the  1st, 
1720,  he  had  the  honour  of  composing  some  domestic  dif« 
ferences  in  the  royal  family.  On  the  11th  of  June  the 
same  year,  he  was  again  appointed  one  of  the  lords  justices 
during  the  absence  of  his  majesty  to  Hanover,  and  re- 
turned to  England  on  the  llth  of  November  following. 
On  the  4th  of  February  1720-1  bis  lordship  was  suddenly 
seized  in  the  House  of  Lords  with  a  complaint  in  tbe  heac^ 
of  which  he  died  on  the  following  day  *.  The  news  of  his 
death  being  brought' to  his  majesty  in  the  evening,  be  was 
so  sensibly  touched  with  it,  that  he  left  tbe  supper-room, 
and  retired  for  two  hours  into  his  closet  to  lament  the  death 
of  a  person,  in  whom  he  reposed  so  high  a  confidence. 
His  lordship's  body  was  interred  on  tbe  17th  of  February 
at  bis  seat  of  Chevening  in  Kent;  and  a  monument  was 
afterwards  created  to  his  memory  in  Westminster-abbey. 
He  married   Lucy,  daughter  of  Thomas  Pitt,  esq.  some 

*  Tbif  wai  occasioned  by  a  sudden  Sunhope's  was  by  an  abasive  speecb 

resentment,  tnch  as  a  military  man  of  tbe  profligate  duke  of  Wbartoa.   He 

nay  be  expected  to  feel  when  his  honour  answered  it  with  so  mocfa  warmth  as  to 

IS  attacked;  as  in  this  instance  lurd  break  a  blood-TOSSSl. 
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time. governor  of  Fori  St.  George  in  the  Eatt^Iudiei,  by 
wkom  be  bad  several  cbiUreo.  The  present  egrl  is  bis 
grandson. 

James,  earl  Stanhope,  was,  as  a  politician,  possessed  of 
great  abilities,  integrity,  and  disinterestedness;  as  a  mili-> 
tary  roan,  be  was  thought  to  possess  the  duke  t>f  Marlbo- 
rougb^s  talents,  withont  bis  weaknesses.  In  private  life 
be  was  very  amiable.  He  is  said  to  have  been  learned,  and 
a  curious  inquirer  into  ancient  history.  About  1718  or 
1719,  he  sent  a  set  of  queries  to  the  abb^  Vertot,  respect- 
ing the  constitution  of  the  Roman  senate,  which  the  abb£ 
answered,  and  both  the  letter  and  the  answer  were  published 
in  1721,  and  long  after  animadverted  upon  by  Mr.  Hooke 
in  the  collection  of  treatises  be  published  on  that  subject 
in  1758.* 

STANHOPE  (Philip  Dormer),  fourth  earl  of  Chester* 
field,  was  born  in  London,  on  the  22d  of  September  1694, 
He  was  the  son  of  Philip  third  earl  of  Chesterfield  by  bis 
wife  lady  Elisabeth  Savil^  daughter  of  George  marquis 
of  Halifietx.  He  received  his  first  instructions  firom  private 
tutors,  under  the  care  of  bis  grandmother,  lady  Halifax ; 
and,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  was  sent  to  Trinity- ball, 
Cambridge.  Here  he  studied  assiduously,  and  became, 
according  to  his  own  account,  an  absolute  pedant.  '<  When 
I  talked  my  best,''  he  says,  **  I  tallied  Horace ;  when  I 
aimed  at  being  facetious,  I  quoted  Martial;  and  when  I  had 
a  mind  to  be  a  fine  gentleman,  I  talked  Ovid.  I  was  con- 
vinced that  none  but  the  ancients  had  common  sense ;  that 
the  classics  contained  every  thing  that  was  either  necessary, 
or  usefiii,  or  ornamental  to  men :  and  I  was  not  without 
thoughts  of  wearing  the  toga  virilis  of  the  Romans,  instead 
of  the  vulgar  and  illiberal  dress  of  the  modems.**  He  was, 
however,  only  two  years  exposed  to  thb  danger,  for  in  the 
spring  of  1714,  lord  Stanhope  left  the  university  for  the 
tour  of  Europe,  but  without  a  governor.  He  passed  the 
smnmer  of  that  year  at  the  Hague,  among  friends  who 
quickly  laughed  hioa  out  of  his  scholastic  habits,  but  taught 
bim  one  ftr  mere  disgraceful  and  pernicious,  as  he  hioiself 
laments^  which  was  that  of  gaming.  Still  his  leading  ob« 
ject  was  that  ef  becoming  an  eminent  statesman,  and  of 
this,  among  all  his  dissipations,  he  never  lost  sight     From 

»  Gen.  IMct.-*Colliii8'i  Peerase,by  Sir  E,Brydfdf.— Coze's  Lffe  of  Walpolt. 
— Bapia'B  History. 
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the  Hague  be  went  to  Paris,  where,  he  infbrms  us,  be  re^ 
ceived  bis  final  polish,  under  the  tuition  of  the  belles  of 
that  plate. 

On  the  accession  of  George  I.  general  Stanhope^  (after^ 
wards  earl  Stanhope,)  his  great  uncle,  being  appointed  one 
of  the  principal  secretaries  of  state,  young  lord  Stanhope 
was  sent  for,  and  though  he  had  intended  passing  the  car*- 
nival  at  Venice,  returned  early  in  It  15,  and  was  af^ointed  ^ 
one  of  the  gentlenoen  of  the  bedchamber  to  the  prinee  of 
Wales.  In  the  first  parliament  of  this  reign  he  was  elected 
for  the  borough  of  St.  Germain's  in  Cornwall ;  and  soon 
became  distinguished  as  a  speaker.  His  ambition  would 
tiot  let  him  rest  till  he  obtained  this  object;  and  he  tellt 
his  son,  in  one  of  his  letters,  that  from  the^  day  he  wai 
elected,  to  the  day  that  he  spoke,  which  was  a  month  after, 
he  thought  and  dreamt  of  nothing  but  speaking.  He 
formed  about  this  time  a  friendship  with  lord  Lumley,  after* 
wards  earl  of  Scarborougb>  which  no  confiicts^  of  partiet 
ever  couid  impair.  When  he  made  his  first  speech  in  par*- 
liament,  which  was  a  violent  one,  he  was  actually  under 
age,  and  receiving  a  faint  of  this  from  one  of  the  opposite 
party,  thought  proper  to  give  up  his  attendance  for  a  time^ 
and  return  to  Paris.  His  biographer  surmisea  that  be 
might  there  be  engaged  in  political  services,  as  well  as  in 
pleasure)  which  was  his  apparent  object.  Having  returned 
to  Englahd  in  1716,  he  spoke  in  favour  of  the  septennial 
bill,  and  from  time  to  time  ceme  forward  on  other  ooca«- 
sions.  The  division  between  tiie  court  and  the  prince  of 
Walea  soon  after  threw  lord  Stanhope,  who  was  attached 
to  the  latter,  into  o^iposition,  from  whicfa'all  the  infloenee 
and  oflPers  of  the  general,  now  in  the  height  of  power  and 
favour,  could  not  recall  him.  The  second  ^borougfa  f&t 
which  he  sat,  was  Lestwitbiel  in  Cornwall ;  but  in  January 
1726,  the  death  of  his  father  removed  him  into  the  Hovse 
of  Loida. 

-  Ife  was  sooo  distiYigutsbed  in  this  hou«e^  ai  he  bad  beea 
in  the  ioirer,  by  his  talent  for  speaking,  which  indeed  h^ 
eiteited  witli  more  success  as  a  Mer  than  as  a  coaammet^ 
'^  Lord  Cfaesisrfield's  eloquence,^'  says  Dr.  Maty,  **  tfaougii 
the  fruit  of  stttdy  and  imitation,  was  in  great  measure  bit 
owti.  Equal  to  most  of  his  contemporaries  in  elegance  aod 
perspicuity,  perbapv  surpassed  by  some  in  extensivenesft 
atid  Mretigtb,  be  co>a4d  havie  no  com{>etitors  in  choice  of 
imagery^  taste^  urbanity^  atid  gracem  irony.    This  tartt 
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might  originaUy  bare  arisen  from  the  delicacy  of  bis  frame, 
which,  as  on  one  hand  it  deprived  him  of  the  power  ol 
working  forcibly  upon  the  passions  of  bis  hearers,  enabled 
ikitny  on  tbe  other,  to  affect  their  finer  sensations,  by  nice 
touches  of  raillery  and  humour.  His  strokes,  liowever 
poignant,  were  always  under  the  controul  of  decency  and 
good  sense.  He  reasoned  best  when  he  appeared  roost  ' 
witty ;  and  while  he  gained  the  affections  of  his  hearers,  he 
turned  the  laugh  on  his  opposers,  and  often  forced  then! 
to  join  in  it.  It  might,  in  some  degree,  be  owiug  to  this 
particular  turn  that  he  was  not  heard  with  sio  much  ap-> 
plause  in  the  lower,  as  in  the  upper  house."  Besides  being 
eminent  as  a  speaker  in  parliament,  lord  Chesterfield  bad 
the  credit  of  being  intimate  with  all  the  wits  of  his  time. 
Thfc  friendship  of  Pope  in  particular,  with  whom  be  passed 
much  time  at  Twickenham,  led  to  the  very  best  society 
which  could  theu  be  enjoyed.  He  was  known  also  to  Al- 
garotti,  Voltaire,  and  Montesquieu,  when  they  visited  Eng- 
land, and  with  the  latter  he  formed  a  friendship,  and  esta- 
blished a  correspondence. 

On  tbe  accession  of  George  II.  in  1727,  whom  he  bad 
served  with  steadiness  for  thirteen  years,  lord  Chesterfield 
■eenfed  to  have  a  right  to  expect  particular  favour.  In 
this  he  was  disappointed,  owing  to  his  having  paid  his 
court  to  the  king^s  mistress  lady  Suffolk,  instead  of  apply* 
ing  to  the  queen,  which  her  majesty,  as  well  as  the  king, 
who  always  preserved  a  high  respect  for  the  queen,  re- 
sented; but  in  1728  be  was  appointed  ambassador  to  Hol- 
land, in  which  station  he  was  determined  to  distinguish 
himself,  and  his  efforts  were  perfectly  successful.  Mr. 
Slingeland,  then  the  grand  pensionary  of  Holland,  con- 
ceived a  friendship  for  him,  and  much  advanced  his  diplo* 
matic  education.  Having  by  bis  address  preserved  Han- 
over from  a  war,  be  received  high  marks  of  his  majesty's 
favour  in  being  made  high  steward  of  the  household,  and 
knight  of  the  garter.  He  came  over  in  the  summer  of 
1730,  to  be  installed  at  Windsor,  and  then  returned  to  his 
embassy.  He  was  recalled  in  1732,  on  the  plea  of  health  ; 
and  when  he  recovered,  began  again  to  distinguish  him- 
self in  the  House  of  Lords ;  and  in  the  same  year,  on  the 
occasion  of  the  excise-bill,  went  into  strong  opposition 
against  sir  Robert  Walpol^.  He  was  immediately  obliged 
to  resign  his  office  of  high  steward^  and  so  ill  receiTed  at 
court  that  he  desisted  from  attending  it.    He  continaed  in 
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opposition,  not  only  to  the  end  of  sir  Robert's  ministry  in 
1742,  but  even  against  the  men  with  whom  he  had  acted 
in  the  minority.  It  was  not  till  the  coalition  of  parties  in 
1744,  by  what  wis  called  **  the  broad -bottomed  treaty,** 
that  be  was  admitted  into  the  cabinet,  and  then  very  mnch 
against  the  will  of  the  king,  who  now  had  long  considered 
faim  as  a  personal  enemy.  In  the  course  of  Uiis  long  op- 
position he  had  frequently  distinguished  himself  by  his 
speeches ;  but  particularly  on  the  occasion  of  the  bill  for 
putting  the  theatres  under  the  jtuthority'  of  a  licenser, 
which  he  opposed  in  a  speech  of  great  animation,  still  ex- 
tant in  his  w6rks.  During  the  same  period  we  find  him 
engaging  in  marriage  with  Melosina  de  Schulenburg,  coun- 
tess of  Walsingham,  to  whom  he  was  united  in  Septem- 
ber 1733 ;  but  still  constantly  attentive  to  the  education 
of^is  natural  son  by  a  former  connection  at  the  Hague. 
By  his  wife  he  had  no  children.  In  1741  and  1742  he  was 
obliged  to  pay  temporary  visits  to  the  continent  on  account 
of  his  health, .  at  which  time  it  appears  that  he  wrote  regu- 
larly to  his  son,  then  only  ten  years  old. 

On  the  nth  of  January,  1745,  he  was  again  sent  am- 
bassador and  plenipotentiary  to  Holland,  ana  succeeded  in 
the  purposes  of  his  embassy,  beyond  the  hopes,  of  those 
who  had  employed  him.  He  took  hi^  leave  of  the  states- 
general  eight  days  after  the  battle  of  Fontenoy,  and  hast- 
ened to  his  office  of  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland,  to  which 
be  had  been  nominated  before  he  went  to  Holland.  That 
be  filled  this  difficult  office  at  a  very  critical  time,  with 
the  greatest  dignity  and  ability,  is  well  known,  and  few 
vii^eroys  have  succeeded  so  completely  in  conciliating  the 
esteem  and  confidence  of  the  Irish  nation.  He  left  it, 
however,  in  April  1746.  His  services  there  and  in  Hol- 
land had  succeeded  in  removing  the  prejudices  of  the  king, 
at  whose  express  desire  he  accepted  the  place  of  principal 
secretary  of  state  in  November  the  same  year,  and  returned 
no  more  to  Ireland.  He  retired  from  this  office  on  the  6th 
of  January  1748,  even  more  to  the  regret  of  the  king, 
whom  he  had  conciliated  by  his  manners  as  well  as  his  ser- 
vices, than  he  had  entered  at  first  into  administration.  He 
was,  however,  determined  to  the  step,  by  finding  that  he 
could  not  carry  nfieasures  in  the  cabinet,  which  appeared 
to  him  of  the  highest  political  importance.  His  health  also 
had  greatly  declined,  he  was  troubled  by  frequent  attacks 
of  vertigo,  and  appears  from  this  time  to  have  determined 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


334  STANHOPE. 

to  preserve  himself  free  from  the  fatigues  of  office.    I)U 
retirement  was  amused  and  dignified  by  literature  and 
Other  elegant  pursuits ;  and  the  chief  part  of  bis  miscel- 
laneous works  bear  date  after  this  period.     Deafness  com- 
ing upon  bim^  in  addition  to  his  other  complaints,  he  did 
Dot  often  take  an  active  part  in  the  business  of  the  House 
of  ]Lprds>  but  in  the  debates  concerning  the  alteration  of 
the  style,  which  took  place  in  February  1751,  he  distin- 
guished himself  by  an  eloquent  speech  in  favour  of  the 
mea^ure^    Of  this  he  speaks  with  modesty  in  one  of  his 
letters  to  his  son.     Every  one  complimented  him,  and  said 
that  he  bad  made  the  whole  very  clear  to  them,  '^  when, 
God  knows/*  says  be,  '^  I  had  not  even  attempted  it.    I 
could  as  soon  have  talked  Celtic  or  ScUvonian  to  them  as 
astronomy,  and  they  would  have  understood  me  fuU  as 
well     Lord  Macclesfield,"  he  adds,  ^'  who  had  the  greatest 
share  in  forming  the  bill,  and  is  one  of  the  greatest  ma- 
thematicians and  astronomers  in  Europe,  spoke  afterwards 
with  infinite  knowledge,  and  all  the  clearness  that  so  intri- 
cate a  matter  would  admit  of;    but,  as  his   words,  bis 
periods,  and  his  utterance  were  not  near  so  good  as  mine, 
the  preference  was  most  unanimously,  though  most  un- 
justly, given  to  me." 

Anxious  to  support  a  literary  character,  lord  Chester- 
field wished  also  to  be  considered  as  a  patron  of  literature, 
but,  occupied  by  other  cares,  and  not  willing  to  make  any 
great  sacrifices  for  that  object,  be  managed  his  advances 
to  Dr.  Johnson  on  the  subject  of  bis  Dictionary  so  ill,  that 
they  procured  for  him  only  a  rebuff,  accompanied  by  that 
letter  of  dignified  severity,  which,  though  be  aiSected  to 
despise,  he  could  not  but  feel  at  the  time.     It  must  be 
owned,  however,  that  the  two  papers  which  he  published 
on  the  occasion,  in  the  World  (No.  100  and  101),  gave  an 
honourable  and  useful  recommendation  to  the  work.     lu 
November,   1768,  he  lost  that  son  whose  education  and 
advancement  had  been,  for  many  years,  the  principal  ob- 
jects of  his  care  ;  and>  his  own  infirmities  increasing  very 
fast  upon  him,  the  remainder  of  his  life  wore  a  cast  of  me- 
lancholy and  almost  of  desppndency.     He  represents  him- 
self, in  some  letters  at  that  period,  jbis  ^rtotally  uncon- 
nected with  the  world,  detached  from  life,  be;aring  the 
burthen  of  it  with  patience,  from  instinct  rather  than  rea- 
son, and,  from  that  principle  alone,  taking  all  proper  me- 
thods tp  preserve  it.'*    This,  indeed^  was  not  uniform; 
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bis  Datural  vivacity  sttli  occasioDally  displayed  itself;  but 
in  his  moments  of  seriousness  he  presents  a  melancholy 
picture,  of  a  mind  destitute  of  the  only  effectual  supports 
under  natural  decay  and  pain.  He  lived,  with  increasing 
infirmities,  to  the  24th  of  March  1773.  His  character  is 
thus  briefly  summed  up  by  Dr.  Maty.  '^  A  nobleman  un* 
equalled  in  his  time  for  variety  of  talents,  brilliancy  of  wit, 
politeness,  and  elegance  of  cooversatioo.  At  once  a  maa 
of  pleasure  and  of  business ;  yet  never  suffering  the  former 
to  encroach  upon  the  latter.  His  embassy  in  Holland 
n»arks  his  skill,  dexterity,  and  address  as  an  able  oegotia* 
tor.  His  administration  in  Ireland,  where  his  name  is  stiU 
revered  by  all  ranks  and  orders  of  men,  indicates  lus  in* 
tegrity,  vigilance,  and  sound  policy  as  a  statesoian*  His 
speeches  in  parliamenc  fix  his  reputation  as  a  distiuguished 
orator,  in  a  refined  and  uncommon  species  of  eloquence. 
His  conduct  in  public  Ufe  was  upright,  conscientious,  and 
steady  :  in  private,  friendly  and  affectionate ;  in  both,  pleiu- 
sant,  amiable,  and  conciliating.*'  He  adds,  ^  these  were 
his  excellencies ;  let  those  who  surpass  him  speak  of  his 
defects.'*  This  ipriendly  artifice  to  close  the  mouths  of  ob» 
jectors,  ought  not,  however,  to  prevent  an  impartial  bie- 
grapher  from  8a3ring,  for  the  benefit  of  mankind  at  larger 
that  the  picture  he  has  exhibited  of  himself  in  his  **  Letters 
to  his  Son,'*  proves  him  to  have  been  a  man  in  whose 
mind  the  applause  of  the  world  was  the  great,  and  almost 
the  sole  governing  principle.  No  attack  of  an  enemy  could 
have  degraded  his  character  so  much  as  the  puUieation  ^of 
these  letters ;  which,  if  they  do  not  quite  deserve  the  se«- 
ymve  reprehension  of  Johnson,  that  they  ^^  inculcate  tkm 
morals  of  a  strompet,  with  the  manners  of  a  dancing-masK- 
ter,**  oertainly  display  a  relaxation  of  principle,  for  which 
no  talents  can  make  amends. 

These  letters  appeared  in  two  vols.  4to.  in  1774.  His 
'^  Miscellaneons  works,**  also  in  two  vols.  4tD.  were  pub- 
lished in  1777.  They  consist  of  papers  supplied  to  Fog's 
Journal,  to  a  periodical  paper  entitled  ^  Coaunon  Sense,^ 
and  **  The  World;"  all  evincing  considerable  vivacity  and 
skill  in  writing.  Some  of  his  speeches,  and  other  state 
papers,  conclude  the  first  volume.  The  second  contains 
an  ample  collection  of  his  Letters,  digested  into  three 
books.  Many  of  these  are  written  in  French,  of  which  lan- 
guage he  was,  for  a  foreigner,  a  very  complete  master. 
In  177^  a  third  volume  of  ^^  Miscellaneous  works" 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


836  S  T  A  N  H  O  P  £• 

published,  but,  as  the  former  had  not  been  eminently  suc- 
cessful, this,  which  appeared  in  a  dubious  shape,  attracted 
very  httle  attention,  and  few  copies  are  supposed  to  have 
got  abroad.  Lord  Chesterfield's  entrance  into  the  world, 
says  lord  Orford,  was  announced  by  his  bon-mots,  and  his 
closing  lips  dropped  repartees  that  sparkled  with  his  juve- 
nile fire.  Of  these  witticisms,  several  are  currently  re- 
peated in  conversation,  though  on  what  authority  is  now 
uncertain.  He  appears,  by  a  few  specimens,  to  have  pos- 
sessed considerable  talents  for  the  lighter  kinds  of  poetry  ; 
some  proofs  of  which  appear  in  the  first  volume  of  Dods- 
ley's  collection  ;  but  it  has  been  said  that  he  often  assumed 
to  himself  the  credit  of  verses  not  his  own.  As  a  patron 
be  was  distinguished  by  his  steady  protection  of  the  ele- 
gant, but  unfortunate,  Hammond;  whose  poems  he  pub- 
lished after  the  author's  death,  in  1743,  with  a  preface, 
but  without  an  avowal  of  himself  as  the  editor.  Encomiums 
upon  him,  as  the  friend  of  merit  and  letters,  may  be  found 
in  the  writings  of  this  pbet,  of  Pope,  and  many  others ; 
but  some  of  the  most  elegant  compliments  to  him  appear 
in  the  third  volume  of  Dodsley's  collection,  and  proceeded 
from  the  pen  qf  Philip  Fletcher,  dean  of  Kildare.  Ap- 
plause was  his  favourite  object,  and  few  men  have  enjoyed 
it  in  a  greater  abundance.  ^ 

STANLEY  (Thomas),  an  accomplished  scholar  and 
poet,  connected,  though  in  an  oblique  line,  \with  the  illus- 
trious family  of  Derby,  was  the  descendant  of  a  natural 
son,  Thomas  Stanley,  of  Edward  earl  of  Derby.  His 
father  was  sir  Thomas  Stanley  cf  Laytonstone,  in  Essez» 
and  Cumberlow,  in  Hertfordshire,  knight,  by  his  second 
wife,  Mary,  daughter  of  sir  William  Hammond,  of  St. 
Alban's-court  in  the  parish  of  Nonington  between  Canter- 
bury and  Deal.  He  was  born  in  1625,  and  was  educated 
in  his  father's  house,  under  the  tuition  of  William  Fairfax, 
son  of  Edward  Fairfax,  of  Newhali,  in  the  parish  of  Ottley, 
in  Yorkshire,  the  celebrated  translator  of  Tasso.  From 
thence  he  was  sent  in  1639  as  a  fellow-commoner  to  Pem- 
broke-hall, Cambridge,  where  he  distinguished  himself  by 
bis  proficiency  in  polite  learning;  having. still,  as  he  had 
in  more  advanced  years,  the  advantage  of  Mr.  Fairfax's 
•ociety,  as  the  director  of  his  studies.     In  1641,  the  de- 

>  Life  by  Matj.— Lord  Orfofd's  Workt,  vol.  L  535,  V.  40,  84,  663.— Swift»i 
Works,  see  Index.— Forbes's   Life  of  BeaUie.— BotweU's  Life  of  Johosoo.—  - 
Bowlet'9  edition  of  Pope's  Works.-»Collios's  Peorege,  bj  sir  £•  Brydget, 
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gree  of  M.  A.  was  conferred  on  him  per  grattam^  along 
with  prince  Chaises/ George  duke  of  Buckingham,  and 
others  of  the  nobility.  > 

Having  spent  some  time  in  foreign  travel,  he  took  up 
his  residence,  during  the  usurpation,  in  the  Middle  Temple, 
where  he  formed  a  friendship  and  community  of  studies 
with  his  first  cousin,  Edward  Sherburne,  afterwards  sir  Ed- 
ward, the  poet  and  translator,  who  dedicated  his  poems  to 
Stanley.  These  ingenious  men  arrived  at  the  Temple  about 
the  same  time,  -from  the  unfortunate  surrender  of  Oxford 
to  the  parliament  forces.  Stanley,  as  Wood  says,  now 
'*  became  much  deserving  of  the  commonwealth  of  learn- 
ingjn  general,  and  particularly  for  the  smooth  and  genteel 
spirit  in  poetry,  which  appears  not  only  in  his  genuine 
poems,  but  also  froih  those  things  he  hath  translated  out 
of  the  ancient  Greek  and  Latin,  as  the  modern  Italian, 
Spanish,  and  French  poets." 

Mr.  Stanley  died  at  his  lodgings,  in  Suffolk-street,  ia 
the  parish  of  St.  Martin's-in-the-Fields,  April  12,  1678, 
and  was  buried  in  the  church  there."  He  married  Dorothy 
daughter  and  co-heir  of  sir  James  Enyon,  of  Flower,  in 
Northamptonshire,  hart.  By  this  lady  he  had  a  sun  of  both 
fais  own  names,  who  was  educated  at  Pembroke-hall,  Cieim- 
bridge,  and,  when  very  young  (Aubrey  says  at  fourteen), 
translated  ^Elian's  "  Various  Histories,"  which  he  dedi- 
.  cated  to  his  aunt,  the  lady  Newton,  wife  of  sir  Henry  Puc- 
kering Newton,  knt.  and  bart.  to  whom  bis  father  had  de- 
<]icated  his^schylus. 

Mr.  Stanley's  '*  Poems"  and/*  Translations"  were  printed 
in  1649,  8vo,  and  reprinted  in  1651  with  additions;  and 
correct  editions  of  both  were  lately  published  in  1814  and 
J  8 1 5,  under  the  fostering  hand  of  sir  E.  Brydges,  bart.  who 
has  prefixed  a  biographical  memoir  to  the  "  Poems,"  to 
which  we  are  greatly  indebted  in  this  sketch,  especially 
for  corrections  of  the  preceding  erroneous  accounts  of  Mr. 
Stanley. 

But  the  work  to  which  Mr.  Stanley  deservedly  owed  his 
high  reputation  as  a  scholar,  was  his  ^*  History  of  Philoso- 
phy, containing  the  Lives,  Opinions,  Actions,  and  Dis- 
courses of  the  Philosophers  of  every  Sect."  This  he  dedi- 
cated to  his  uncle  John  Marsham,  esq.  the  well -known  « 
author  of  the  "  Canon  Chronicus,"  who  first  suggested  the 
design ;  and  in  the  dedication  Mr.  Stanley  mentions  the 
fearned  Gassendus  as  bis  precedent ;  ^^  whom,"  he  adds, 

Vol.  XXVni.  Z 
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<^  nei^rthel^ss  I  have  TA>t  followed  in  his  partiality.  For  be|L 
though  limited  to  a  single  person,  yet  giveth  himself  libertjp 
of  enlargement ;  and  taketh  occasion,  from  this  subject, 
to  make  the  world  acquainted  wiib  many  excellent  disqui- 
sitions of  his  own.  Our  scope,  being  of  a  greater  latitude, 
affords  less  opportunity  to  favour  any  particular,  while 
there  is  due  to  every  one  the  commendation  of  their  own 
deserts.*'  This  very  elaborate  and  useful  work  has  gone 
through  four  editions  in  English,  the  first  in  parts,  1655^- 
1660,  the  second  in  1687,  the  last  and  best  in  1743,  4to. 
It  was  also  translated  into  Latin,  and  published  at  Leipsic 
in  1711,  by  Frilch,  in  quarto,  with  considerable  additions 
and  corrections.  The  account  of  the  Oriental  learning 
and  philosophy,  with  which  it  concludes,  appeared  so  va- 
luable to  Le  Clerc,  that  he  published  a  Latin  translation  of 
it  in  1690,  8vo,  with  a  dedication  to  bishop  Burnet,  and 
placed  it  at  the  end  of  the  second  volume  of  his  **  Opera 
Philosophica." 

When  Stanley  had  finished  this  work,  which  was  when 
in  his  thirtieth  year,  he  undertook  to  publish  ^^^schylus/* 
the  most  obscure  and  intricate  of  all  the  Greek  poets  ;  and 
after  employing  much  pains  in  restoring  his  text  and  illus- 
trating his  meaning,  produced  an  accurate  and  beautiful 
edition  of  that  author,  under  the  title  of  ^^^schyli  Tra- 
jg^cediae  Septem,  &c.  Versione  et  Commentario  Thomse 
Stanleii,*'  1663  and  1664,  two  dates,  but  the  same  edition, 
folio.  Dedicated  to  sir  Henry  Puckering  Newton,  baronet. 
The  merits  of  this  celebrated  edition  are  sufficiently  known. 
Morhoff,  Fabricius,  and  Haries,  have  all  stated  its  excel- 
lencies; and  the  labours  of  every  preceding  commentator, 
the  fragments  of  the  lost  dramas,  with  the  entire  Greek 
scholia,  are  embodied  in  it.  De  Bure  observes,  that  when 
Pauw  gave  out  his  proposals  for  printing  an  edition  of 
iEschylus,  the  work  of  Stanley  sunk  in  value :  but  when 
Pauw's  edition  actually  appeared,  the  learned  were  dis* 
appointed,  and  Stanley*s  edition  rose  in  price  and  value. 
Good  copies  are  now  very  rare.  Besides  these  monuments 
of  liis  learning,  which  are  published,  there  were  many 
other  proofs  of  his  unwearied  application,  remaining  in 
manuscript  after  his  death,  in  the  library  of  More,  bishop  of 
Ely,  and  now  in  the  public  library  at  Cambridge ;  namely, 
his  large  **  Commentaries  on  ^schylus,''  in  8  vols,  folio ; 
bis  <<  Adversaria,  or  Miscellaneous  Remarks,*'  on  several 
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'passages  in  Sophocles,  Euripides,  Caliimachus,  Hesychitis, 
Juvenal,'  Persius,  and  other  authors  of  antiquity  ;  ^^  Copious 
Prelections  on  Theophrastus's  Characters ;"  and  ^*  A  Cri- 
tical Essay  on  the  First-fruits  and  Tenths  of  the  Spoil,'* 
said  in  the  epistle  to  the  Hebrews  to  be  given  by  Abraham 
to  Melchisedeck. ' 

STANYHURST  (Richard),  an  historian,  poet,  and  di- 
vine  of  the  sixteenth  century,  was  born  in  Dublin,  proba* 
bly  about  1 545  or  1 546.  His  father  Janies  Stanyhurst  was 
a  lawyer,  recorder  of  Dublin,  and  speaker  of  the  House  of 
Commons  in  several  parliaments.  He  published,  in  Latin, 
"  Piae  Orationes;"  **Ad  Corsagiensem  Decanum  Epistolae," 
and  three  speeches,  in  English,  which  he  delivered  as  spea- 
ker, at  the  beginning  of  the  parliaments  of  the  3d  and  4th 
Philip  and  Mary,  and  the  i2d  and  11th  of  Elizabeth.  He 
died  Dec.  27,  1573,  leaving  two  sons,  Walter  and  Richards 
Of  Walter  our  only  information  is,  that  lie  translated  <<  In- 
nocentius  de  contemptu  Mundi.'' 

Richard  had  some  classical  education  at  Dublin,  under 
Peter  White,  a  celebrated  schooUmaster,  whence  he  was 
sent  to  Oxford  in  1563,  and  admitted  of  University-college. 
After  taking  one  degree  in  arts,  he  left  Oxford,  and  under- 
took the  study  of  the  law  with  diligence,  6rst  at  FurnivalV 
inn,  and  then  at  Lincoln^s-inn,  where  he  resided  for  some 
time.  He  then  returned  to  Ireland,  married,  and  turned 
Roman  Catholic.  Removing  afterwards  to  the  continent^ 
he  is  said  by  A.Wood  to  have  become  famous  for  his  learn- 
ing in  France,  and  the  Low  Countries.  Losing  his  wife^ 
while  he  was  abroad,  he  entered  into  orders,  and  was  made 
chaplain,  at  Brussels,  to  Albert  archdoike  of  Austria,  who 
was  then  governor  of  the  Spanish  Netherlands.  At  this 
place  he  died  in  1618,  being  universally  esteemed  as  an 
excellent  scholar  in  the  learned  langaases,  a  good  divine, 
philosopher,  historian,  and  poet.  He  kept  up  a  constant 
correspondence  with  Usher,  afterwards  the  celebrated  arch- 
bishop, who  was  his  sister's  son.  They  were  allied,  says 
Dodd,  '^  in  their  studies  as  well  as  blood  ;  being  both  very 
curious  in  searching  after  the  writings  of  the  primitive 
ages.  But  their  reading  had  not  the  same  effect.  The 
uncle  became  a  catholic,  and  took  no  small  pains  to  bring 
over  the  nephew."     Stanyhurst  published  several  works, 

^  Biog.  Prtface  by  sir  B.  Brydfes.— Biof.  Brit — Life  prefixed  lo  his  biitvry. 
— Alb.  Ox.  vol.  I. 
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tbe  first  of  which  was  written  when  be  bad  been  only  two 
years  at  Oxford,  and  published  about  five  years  after.  U 
was  a  learned  commentary  ou  Porphyry,  and  raised  the 
'greatest  expectations  of  his  powers,  being  mentioned  with 
particular  praise,  as  the  work  of  so  young  a  man,  by  Ed- 
mund Campion,  the  Jesuit,  then  a  student  of  St  John's^ 
college.  It  is  entitled  ^^  Harmonia,  seu  catena  dialectica 
in  Porphyriuro,'*  Lond.  1570,  folio.  2.  "  De  rebus  inHi- 
bernia  gestis,  lib.  iv.**  Antwerp,  1584,  4to.  According  to 
Keating,  this  work  abounds,  not  only  in  errors,  but  misre- 
presentations, which  Stanyburst  afterwards  acknowledged. 
"3«  "  Descriptio  Hibernise,"  inserted  in  UoUnshed*s  Chro- 
nicle. 4.  "  De  vita  S.  Pairicii,  Hiberniae  Apostoli,  lib.  ii." 
Antvv.  1587,  12mo.  5.  **  Hebdomada  Mariana,"  Antw. 
4609,  8vo.  6.  "  Hebdomada  Eucharistica,"  Douay,  1614, 
8vo.  7.  '^^revis  prsmonitio  pro  futura  concertatione  cum 
Jacobo  Usserio,"  Douay,  1615,  8vo.  8.  **  The  Principles 
of  the  Catholic  Religion."  9.  ^'  The  four  first  books  of 
Virgirs  JEneis,  in  English  Hexameters,"  1583,  small  8vo, 
black  letter.  To  these  are  subjoined  the  four  first  Psalms ; 
tbe  first  in  English  Iambics,  though  he  confesses,  that  **  the 
lambical  quantitie  relisheth  somwhat  unsavorly  in  our 
language,  being,  in  truth,  not  al  togeather  the  toothsomest 
in  the  Latine."  The  second  is  in  elegiac  verse,  or  English 
hexameter  or  pentameter.  The  third  is  a  short  specimen 
of  the  asclepiac  verse ;  thus  :  ^^  Lord,  my  dirye  fttes^  why 
do  they  multiply."  The  fourth  is  in  sapphics,  with  a  prayer 
to  tbe  Trinity  in  the  same  measure.  Then  follow,  *^.  cer- 
tayne  poetical  conceites,"  in  Latin  and  English  :  and  after 
tbisse  some  epitaphs.  The. English  throughout  is  in  Roman 
nieasures.  The  preface,  in  which  he  assigns  his  reasons 
for  translating  after  Phaer,  is  a  carious  specimen  of  quaint* 
ness  and  pedantry.  Mr.  Wartoo,  in  his  History  of  Poetry, 
seems  not  to  have  attended  to  these  reasons,  such  as  they 
are ;  but  thus  speaks  of  tbe  attempt  of  Stanyburst :  ^^  After 
the  associated  labours  of  Phaier  and  Twyne,  it  is  hard  to 
say  what  could  induce  Robert  [Richard]  Stanyburst,  a  na- 
tive of  Dublin,  to  translate  tbe  four  first  books  of  the  £neid 
into'  English  hexameters,  which  he  printed  at  London,  in 
1583^  and  dedicated  to  his  brother  Peter  Plunket,  the  , 
learned  baron  oi  Dusanay  [Dunsanye],  in  Ireland.  Stany- 
hurst  was  at  that  time  living  at  Leyden,  having  left  Eng- 
land for  some  time,  on  account  of  the  [bis]  change  of  re- 
ligion.   In  the  choice  of  his  measure  he  is  more  unfortu-' 
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Date  than  bis  predecessors,  and  in  other  respects  succeeded 
worse.  Thomas  Naishe,  in  his  Apology  of  Pierce  Pen- 
nilesse,  printed  in  1593,  observes,  that  ^  Stanyhurst, .  the 
otherwise  learned,  trod  a  foul,,  lumbriiig,  boistrous,  wal- 
lowing measure,  in  his  translation  of  Virgil.  He  had  never 
been  praised  by  Gabriel  Harvey  for  his  labour,  if  therein 
be  had  not  been  so  famously  absurd.'  Harvey,  Spenser's 
friend,  was  one  of  the  chief  patrons,  if  not  the  inventor  of 
the  English  hexameter  here  used  by  Stanyhurst.*'  His  trans- 
lation  opens  thus : 

I  that  in  old  season  wyth  reed*s  oten  harmonye  whistled 
My  rural  sonnet  j  from  Ibrrest  flitted,  1  forced 
Thee  sulcking  swincker  thee  soile,  though  craggie  to  sunder^ 
A  labor  and  a  travaile  too  plowswains  hartUy  welcom. 
Now  manhod  and  garboils  I  chant,  and  martial  horror. 

,  It  is  observable,  that  he  lengthens /A^  into  ^A^^,  and /o 
into  too^  for  the  sake  of  his  verse!  Mr.  Warton  cites  the 
beginning  of  the  second  book,  and  then  adds,  *^  with  all 
this  foolish  pedantry,  Stany hurst  was  certainly  a  scholar. 
But  in  this  translation  he  calls  Cboroebus,  one  of  the  Trojan 
chiefs,  a  Bedlamite;  he  says,  that  old  Priam  girded  on  his 
•word  Morglay^  the  name  of  a  sword  in  the  Gothic  ro- 
mances; that  Dido  would  have  been  glad  to  have  been 
brought  to  bed,  even  of  a  cockney^  a  Dandiprat  hop-thumb; 
and  that  Jupiter,  in  kissing  her  daughter,  bust  his  pretty 
prating  parrot^  Stanyhurst  is  styled  by  Camden,  *'  Eru- 
ditissimus  ille  nobilis  Richardus  Stanihurstus." 

Stanyhurst  had  a  son  WILLIAM,  born  at  Brussels  in  1601. 
He  became  a  Jesuit,  and  a  writer  of  reputation  among 
persons  of  his  communion.  He  died  in  [663.  Sotwell 
has  given  a  list  of  his  works,  of  which  we  shall  mention 
only  '^  Album  Marianum,  in  quo  prosa  et  carmine  Dei  in 
Austriacos  beneBcia,  et  Austriacorum  erga  Deum  obsequia 
recensentur.''  Louvaiqe,  1641,  folio.' 

STAPi-EDON  (Walter),  founder  of  Exeter  college, 
and  of  Hart-hall,  Oxford,  was  so  named  from  Stapledon, 
in  the  parish  -of  Cookberry,  the  ancient  residence  of  the 
family.  Prince  thinks  he  was  born  at  Annery,  in  the  pa- 
rish of  Mqnklegh,  near  Great  Torrin^ton,  iu  Devonshire. 
All  we  have  of  his  history  begins  with  his  advjMicement  to 
the  bishopric  in  1307.     He  is  said  to  have  been  of  "  great 

1  Warton't  Hist,  of  Poetry.— Philips*!  Theairum  bjr  sir  E.  Bridget.— Censura 
Literaria,  vol.  II.  andlV.— ^Atb.  Ox.  vol.  1.— Dodd*i  Ch.  Hiit.— Uarrij'j  Ware. 
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parentage,"  and  his  installation  was  graced  by  ceremonies 
of  magnificent  solemnity.  On  his  arrival  at  Exeter,  he 
alighted  from  his  horse  at  Eastgate,  and  walked  on  foot, 
the  ground  being  smoothed  and  covered  with  black  cloth, 
to  the  cathedral ;  on  each  hand  he  was  accompanied  by  a 
person  of  distinction,  while  sir  Hugh  Courtney,  who  claimed 
the  honour  of  being  steward  on  this  occasion,  walked  be- 
fore him.  At  Broadgate  he  was  received  by  the  chapter 
and  choir.  After  the  accustomed  ceremonies,  a  grand 
feast  was  given,  of  such  expence  as  the  revenues  of  the 
bishopric,  according  to  Godwin's  estimation,  would  not 
have  been  suflScient  to  defray,  yet  in  Henry  IVih*s  time  it 
was  valued  at  7000/.  per  annum,  a  sum  scarcely  credible^ 
as  the  expence  of  an  entertainment. 

All  the  steps  of  his  political  life  were  marked  with  ho- 
nours. He  was  chosen  one  of  the  privy-council  to  Edward 
If.  appointed  lord  treasurer,  and  employed  in  embassies, 
and  other  weighty  affairs  of  sute,  in  which  his  abilities  and 
integrity  Would  have  been  acknowledged,  had  he  not  lived 
in  a  period  of  remarkable  turbulence  and  injustice,  lii 
1325  he  accompanied  the  queen  to  France  in  order  to  ne- 
gociate  a  peace,  but  her  intentions  to  depose  her  husband 
were  no  longer  to  be  concealed,  and  the  bishop,  whose 
integrity  her  machinations  could  not  corrupt,  continued. to 
attach  himself  to  the  cause  of  his  unfortunate  sovereign, 
and  fell  an  early  sacrifice  to  popular  fury.  In  1326  he  was 
appointed  guardian  of  the  city  of  London  during  the  king^s 
aosence  in  the  west,  and  while  he  was  taking  measures  to 
preserve  the  loyalty  of  the  metropolis,  the  populace  at- 
tacked him,  Oct.  15y  as  he  was  walking  the  streets,  and 
beheaded  him  near  the  north  door  of  St.  Paul's,  together 
with  sir  Richard  Stapledon,  his  brother.  Godwin  informs 
us  that  they  buried  the  bishop  in  a  heap  of  sand  at  the  back 
of  his  house,  without  Temple-bar.  Walsingham  says  they 
threw  it  into  the  river ;  but  the  former  account  seems  most 
consistent  with  popular  malevolence  and  contempt.  Exeter 
house  was  founded  by  him  as  a  town  residence  for  the 
bishops  of  the  diocese,  and  is  said  to  have  been  very  mag- 
nificent. It  was  afterwards  alienated  from  the  see,  and  by 
a  change  of  owners,  became  first  Leicester,  and  then 
Essex  house,  a  name  which  the  scite  still  retains.  It  ap« 
pears  that  the  queeu  soon  after  ordered  the  body  of  the 
murdered  bishop  to  be  removed  and  interred,  with  that 
of  his  brother,  in  Exeter  cathedral.    In  the  Sd  Edward  IIL 
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1330,  a  synod  was  held  at  London  before  Simon,  arch* 
bishop  of  Canterbury,  to  n>ake  inquiry  into  bishop  Sta- 
pledon's  death ;  and  his  murderers,  and  all  who  were  any 
way  privy  or  consenting  to  the  crime,  were  executed.  His 
monument,  in  the  north  aile  of  Exeter  cathedral,  was 
erected  by  the  rector  and  fellows  of  Exeter  college. 
Among  the  muniments  of  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Exeter, 
there  is  an  account  of  the  administration  of  his  goods,  by- 
Richard  Braylegh,  dean  of  Exeter,  and  one  of  his  exe- 
cutors ;  by  which  it  appears  that  he  left  a  great  many  le- 
gacies to  poor  scholars,  and  several  sums  of  money,  from 
twenty  to  sixty  shillings,  for  the  repairing  of  bridges  in  the 
county,  and  towards  building  Pilton  church,  &c. 

Walter  de  Stapledon  was  not  more  eminent  for  the  judg- 
ment and  firmness  which  he  displayed  as  a  statesman,  in 
times  of  peculiar  difficulty,  than  for  his  love  of  learniag. 
After  he  had  engaged  Hart,  or  Hart-hall,  for  the  accom- 
modation of  his  scholars,  he  purchased  a  tenement  on  the 
scite  of  the  present  college,  called  St.  Stephen's  hall,  in 
1315,  and  having  purchased  also  some  additional  premises, 
known  then  by  the  names  of  Scot-hall,  Leding- Park-Hall, 
and  fialtaye*  Hall,  he  removed  the  rector  and  scholars  oif 
Stapledon,  or  Hart-hall  to  this  place,  in  pursuance  of  the 
same  foundation  charter  which  he  had  obtained  of  the  king 
for  founding  that  hall  in  the  preceding  year.  According 
to  the  statutes  which  he  gave  to  this  society,  the  number 
qf  persons  to  be  maintained  appears  to  have  been  thirteen,, 
one  to  be  instructed  in  theology  or  canon  law,  the  rest  in 
philosophy.  Eight  of  them  were  to  be  of  the  archdea- 
conries of  Exeter,  Totness,  i^nd  Barnstaple,  four  of  the 
archdeaconry  of  Cornwall,  and  one,  a  priest,  might  be 
nominated  by  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Exeter  from  any 
other  part  of  the  kingdom.  In  1404,  Edmund  Stafford, 
bishop  of  Exeter,  a  great  benefactor,  changed  the  name 
from  Stapledon  to  Exeter  Hall,  but  it  did  not  rise  to  the 
consequence  of  a  corporate  body  until  the  time  of  sir  Wil- 
liam Petre,  who,  in  1565,  procured  a  new  body  of  statutes, 
and  a  regular  deed  of  incorporation,  increasing  also  the 
number  of  fellowships,  &c. ' 

STAPLETON  (sir  Robert),  a  dramatic  poet,  was  the 
third  son  of  Richard  Stapleton,  esq.  of  Carleton,  in  York- 

1  Wood's  CollegM  and  Halls.— Polwbele't  Hitc.  of  Devouthire.— -Ch»loitra*t 
Htft^^Oxfoid. 
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shire,  aod  uncle  to  sir  Miles. StapletoOi  and  Dr.  Stapletimy 
a  Benedictine  monk.  As  his  family  were  zealoas  Roman 
catholics',  he  Was  educated  in  the  same  religion  in  the 
college  of  the  English  Benedictines  at  Douay ;  but,  being 
born  with  a  poetical  turn,  and  too  volatile  to  be  confined 
within  the  walls  of  a  cloister,  he  threw  off  the  restraint  of 
bis  education,  quitted  a  recluse  life,  came  over  to  England, 
and  turned  protestant.  Having  good  interest,  which  wa» 
perhaps  also  promoted  by  the  change  of  his  religion,  he 
w*s  made  gentleman-usher  of  the  privy-chamber  to  the 
prince  of  Wales,  afterwards  Charles  II.  We  find  him 
constantly  adhering  to  the  interest  of  his  royal  master ;  for 
when  his  majesty  was  driven  out  of  London  by  the  threaten- 
ings  and  tumults  of  the  discontented,  he  followed  him, 
and,  in  1642,  ^received  the  honour  of  knighthood.  After 
the  battle  of  Edgehill,  when  bis  majesty  was  obliged  to 
•retire  to  Oxford,  our  author  then  attended  bi;n,  and  was 
created  doctor  of  the  civil  laws.  When  the  royal  cause 
declined,  Stapleton  thought  proper  to  retire  and  apply 
himself  to  study ;  and,  as  be  was  not  amongst  the  most 
conspicuous  of  the  royalists,  he  was  suffered  to  enjoy  his 
solitude  unmolested.  .At  the  restoration  he  was  again  pro* 
nriDted  in  the  service  of  Charles  11.  and  held  a  place  in  that 
monarch's -esteem  till  bis  death,  July  11,  1669.  He  was 
interred  near  the  vestry  door  in  Westminster-abbey.  Lang- 
baine  says  that  bis  writings  have  *'  made  him  not  only 
known,  but  admired,  throughout  all  England,  and  while 
Musseus  and  Juvenal  are  in  esteem  with  the  learned,  sir  Ro- 
bert's fame  will  still  survive ;  the  translation  of  these  two 
authors  having  placed  his  name  in  the  temple  of  immor- 
tality." "  The  Loves  of  Hero  and  Leander,  from  the  Greek 
of  Musseus,  with  notes,"  was  published,  Lond.  1647,  8vo, 
and  such  was  Stapleton's  regard  for  Musaeus,  that  he  af- 
terwards reduced  the  story  into  a  dramatic  poem.  His 
*f  Juvenal"  was  published  in  1647,  8vo,  and  was  thought 
to  be  preferable  to  Holyday's,  but  they  are  both  too  literal. 
lu  1650  he  published  a  translation  of  Sirada's  <'  History  of 
the  Belgic  War,"  fol.  His  dra*iatic  pieces  are,  1.  "The 
Slighted  Maid",  1663.  2.  "  The  Step- mother,"  1664. 
3.  "  Hero  and  Leander,"  1669;  and,  according  to  the  books 
of  the  stationers'  company,  4.  "  The  Royal  Choice."  ' 

>  AUi.  Ox.  vol.  II.-*Biog.  Di^m.--Cibber*B  Lives.— Dodd*s  Ch.  Hist. 
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STAPLETON  (Thomas),  a  celebrated  coDtrovewialkt 
on  the  side  of  the  papists,  was  born  at  Henfield,  in  Susac^ 
in  1535,  of  a  genteel  family  from  Yorkshire.  Having  bee» 
educated  at  Canterbury  and  Winchester,  be  was  reoKHred 
to  New  college,  Oxford,  where  he  obtained  a  perpetual 
fellowship  in  1554.  In  the  same  reign,  which  was  that  of 
Mary,  he  was  made  prebendary  of  Chichester  ;  but  on  the 
accession  of  Elizabeth,  left  the  kingdom,  with  his  father 
and  other  relations,  and  settled  at  Louvain,  where  be  di3- 
tinguished  himself  by  his  controversial  writings  against 
Jewel,  Home,  Whitaker,  and  other  eminent  divines  of  the 
English  church.  He  also  visited  Paris  and  Rome,  but  re- 
turned to  Louvain,  where  he  translated  Bedels  Church  His* 
tory  into  English.  He  then  became  regius  professor  of 
divinity  in  the  new  university  of  Douay,  and  canon  in  the 
church  of  St.  Amoure.  He  became  a  Jesuit,  hut  again 
relinquished  the  order,  and  returning  to  Louvain,  was 
appointed  regius  professor  in  divinity  there,  canon  of  St, 
Peter's,  and  dean  of  Hillerbeck.  He  died  in  1598^  and 
was  buried  in  the  church  of  St  Peter  at  Louvain.  Clement 
VHL  had  invited  him  to  Rome,  but  he  did  not  choose  to 
go.  This  pope,  it  is  said,  intended  to  bestow  upon  him  a 
cardinal's  hat,  and  that  this  honour  was  prevented  by  his 
death.  He  was,  however,  so  great  an  admirer  of  Staple- 
ton's  writings,  that  he  ordered  them  to  be  read  publicly  at 
his  table.  Cardinal  Perron,  who  was  an  eminent  author 
hiniself,  esteemed  him,  both  for  learning  and  acuteness^ 
the  first  polemical  divine  of  his  age;  and  Whitaker  himself^ 
seems  to  allow  no  less. 

His  chief  works  are,  1.  **  Tres  Thomas ;  seu  res  gesta  S. 
Thomae  Apost.  S.  Thomse  archiep.  Cant,  et  Thomae  Mori.'* 
2.  "Orationes  funebres,"  Antw.  1577.  3.  ^^Orationes  Aca- 
demic® miscellanesB,"  1602.  4.  "  Orationes  Catecheticse," 
Antw.  1598.  His  works  were  published  collectively  at 
Paris,  in  1620,  4  volumes,  folio.  To  which  is  prefixed  his 
life,  by  HoUendum.     His  epitaph  is  extant  in  Pits.' 

STATIUS  (PuBLius  Papinius),  an  ancient  Roman  poet 
who  flourished  in  the  first  century,  was  born  at  Naples, 
and  descended  of  a  good  family  by  his  father's  side.  His 
father  was  a  rhetorician,  a  man  of  probity  and  learning, 
and  also  a  poet,  although  none  of  iiis  works  are  now  ex- 
tant.   Our  author  discovered  an  early  inclination  for  poetry, 

1  Tanner.— PiU.—Alh.  Oi.  vol.  I.  new  edit— PoddU  Church  Hist.— Fuller's 
Worthies. 
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which  was  so  much  improved  by  his  father's  instructions, 
that  be  soon  was  introduced  to  the  first  geniuses  of  the  age, 
and  afterwards  to  the  emperor  himself,  by  his  friend  Paris, 
the  player,  at  that  time  one  of  the  chief  court-favourites. 
His  literary  mecit  gained  him  so  large  a  share  of  the  em- 
peror^s  esteem,  that  he  was  permitted  to  sit  at  table  with 
him  among  his  ministers  and  courtiers  of  the  highest  qua- 
li^,  and  was  often  crowned  for  his  verses,  which  were  pub- 
licly recited  in  the  theatre.  And,  although  he  once  lost 
the  prize  in  the  capitol,  the  frequent  determination  of  the 
judges  in  his  favour  created  him  the  envy  of  Martial ;  who 
piqued  himself  much  on  his  extempore  productions,  and 
has  therefore  never  mentioned  Statins  in  his  account  of  the 
poets,  his  contemporaries.  The  "  Thebaid,"  finished  at 
Naples,  and  dedicated  to  Domitian,  was  received  at  Rome 
with  the  greatest  applause,  as  Juvenal  has  told  us  in  a  ce- 
lebrated  passage,  which,  however,  is  thought  by  some  to 
have  been  nothing  more  than  a  sneer.  In  this  passage, 
which  begins 

''  Curritur  ad  vocem  jucundam  et  carmen  amicae^  &c/' 
Dr.Warton  thinks  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  Juvenal  meant 
to  be  satirical,  and  to  insinuate  obliquely  that  Statins  was 
the  favourite  poet  with  the  vulgar,  who  are  easily  capti- 
vated with  a  wild  and  inartificial  tale,  and  an  empty  mag- 
nificence of  numbers.  Statins  had,  however,  no  sooner 
finished  his  **  Tbebaid,'*  than  he  formed  the  plan  of  his 
**  Achilleid,"  a  work,  in  which  he  intended  to  take  in  the 
whole  life  of  Achilles,  and  not  one  single  action,  as  Homer 
has  done  in  the  Iliad.  This  he  left  imperfect,  dying  at 
Naples,  about  A.D.  96,  before  he  had  well  finished  two 
books  of  it. 

When  he  was  young,  he  fell  in  love  with,  and  married  a 
widow,  daughter  of  Claudius  Apollinaris,  a  musician  of 
Naples.  He  describes  her  in  his  poems,  as  a  very  beauti- 
ful, learned,  ingenious,  and  virtuous  woman,  and  a  great 
proficient  in  his  own  favourite  study  of  poesy.  Her  society 
was  a  solace  to  him  in  his  heavy  hours,  and  her  judgment 
of  no  small  use  in  his  poem,  as  he  himself  has  confessed  to 
us  in  his  "  Sylvse."  He  inscribed  several  of  his  verses  to 
her,  and  as  a  mark  of  his  affection  behaved  with  singular 
tenderness  to  a  daughter  which  she  had  by  a  former  hus- 
band. During  his  absence  at  Naples  for  the  space  of 
twenty  years,  she  behaved  with  the  strictest  fidelity,  and  at 
length  followed  him,  and  died  there.     He  had  no  children 
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by  ber ;  and  therefore  adopted  a  ton,  whose  death  be  be- 
wails in  a  very  pathetic  manner.  It  appears  that  be' sold  a 
tragedy  called  *^  Agave'*  to  Paris,  already  mentioned,  and 
that  what  be  got  by  this  and  Domitian's  bounty  had  set  him 
above  want.  He  informs  us  that  he  had  a  small  country 
seat  in  Tuscany,  where  Alba  formerly  stood.  With  re- 
gard to  his  moral  character,  from  what  we  can  collect,  he 
'  appears  to  have  been  religious  almost  to  superstition,  an 
affectionate  husband,  a  loyal  subject^  and  good  citizen. 
Some  critics,  however,  have  not  scrupled  to  accuse  him  of 
gross  flattery  to  Domitian :  and  that  he  paid  his  court  to 
him  with  a  view  to  interest,  cannot  be  denied,  yet  his  ad- 
vocates are  willing  to  believe  that  his  patron  had  not  ar- 
rived to  that  pitch  of  wickedness  and  impiety  at  the  time 
be  wrote  his  poem,  which  he  showed  afterwards.  Envy 
made  no  part  of  his  composition.  That  he  acknowledged 
merit,  wherever  he  found  it,  his  Genethliacon  of  Lucan, 
and  Encomia  on  Virgil,  bear  ample  testimony.  He  carried 
bis  reverence  for  the  memory  of  the  latter  almost  to  adora- 
tion, constantly  visiting  his  tomb,  and  celebrating  his  birth- 
day with  great  solemnity.  His  tragedy  of  "  Agave"  ex- 
cepted, we  have  all  his  works,  consisting  of  bis  *^  Sylvse,'* 
or  miscellaneous  pieces,  in  five  books,  his  **  Thebaid"  in 
twelve,  and  his  '^  Achilleid"  in  two. 

Statins,  by  the  general  verdict  of  modern  critics,  is 
ranked  among  those  authors,  who,  by  their  forced  con- 
ceits, violent  metaphors,  swelling  epithets,  and  want  of 
just  decorum,  have  a  strong  tendency  to  dazzle,  and  to 
mislead  inexperienced  minds,  and  tastes  unformed,  from 
the  true  relish  of  possibility,  propriety,  simplicity,  and  na- 
ture. Dr.  Warton,  in  bis  **  Essay  on  Pope,"  who  translated 
part  of  the  **  Thebaid,"  has  many  just  remarks  on  authors 
of  this  cast,  but  allows  that  Statius  has  passages  of  true 
sublimity,  and  had  undoubtedly  invention,  ability,  and  spi- 
rit We  must  not  confound  Publius  Papinius  S^tius,  as 
some  have  done,  with  another  Statius,  whose  surname  was 
Surculus  ;  or,  as  Suetonius  calls  him,  Ursulus.  This  latter 
was,  indeed,  a  poet,  as  well  as  the  other ;  but  he  lived  at 
Tolosa  in  Gaul,  and  taught  rhetoric  in  the  reign  of  Nero. 

The  best  editions  of  Statius  are  these :  that  of  Gronovius, 
12mo,  1653;  of  Barthius,  2  vol.  4to,  1664;  and  the  Vari- 
orum, L.  Bat.  1671,  8vo.  The  best  edition  of  the  "  Sylv«," 
is  that  ^*  cum  notis  &  emeudationibus  Jeremias  Markland, 
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LoBd.,172S/'  4to..   There  is  an  English  translation  of  the 
"  Thebaid"  by  Lewis.* 

STAUNFORD,  or  STANFORD  (Sir  William),  an  emi- 
neot  lawyer  in  the  sixteenth  century,  was  the  son  of  WiU 
liam  Staunford,  of  London,  mercer,  and  the  grandson  of 
Richard  Staunford  of  Rowley  in  Staffordshire.  He  was 
born  in  1509,  at  Hadley  in  Middlesex,  where  his  father 
had  purchased  some  property,  and  had  married  a  London 
lady  of  the  name  of  Gedhey.  After  studying  for  some  time 
at  Oxford,  he  applied  to  municipal  law  in  Gray's  Inn,  and 
soon  acquired  reputation  for  knowledge  of  his  profession. 
In  1545,  he  was  chosen  autumn-reader  to  this  society,  but 
did  not  read  until  Lent  following,  owing,  as  Wood  says,  to 
the  plague  :  the  year  after  he  was  appointed  attorney-gene- 
ral. In  1551  he  was  double  Lent  reader  at  Gray Vinn, 
made  serjeant  at  law  the  next  year,  and  queen's  serjeant  in 
1553,  when  Mary  came  to  the  throne,  as  he  was  a  zealous 
adherent  to  her  religion.  In  1554  he  became  a  judge  of 
the  common-pleas,  and  the  same  year  received  the  honour 
of  knighthood.  He  died  Aug.  28,  155S,  and  was  buried  in 
Hadley  church.  While  both  at  the  bar  and  on  the  bench, 
he  was  much  esteemed,  and  obtained  no  small  fame  by  his 
writings,  which  still  perpetuate  his  name.  They  are 
1.  "Placita  coroncB,"  in  French,  4to,  1557,  and  often  -re- 
printed  from  that  time  to  1607.  2.  <*  Exposition  of  the 
King's  prerogative,*'  printed  with  the  former.  He  left  also 
many  MSS.  His  ^'Placita  coronee"  were  published  in  an 
epitomized  form,  by  Walter  Young,  Lond.  1660,  8vo.  and 
1663.» 

STAUNTON  (Sir  George  Leonard),  secretary  and 
historian  of  an  embassy  to  China,  was  son  of  a  gentleman 
of  small  fortune  in  the  county  of  Galway,  in  Ireland  ;  and 
sent  early  to  study  physic  at  Montpelier,  where  he  pro- 
ceeded M.  D.  On  his  return  to  London,  he  translated  Dr. 
St^rck's  treatise  on  hemlock,  and  drew  up  for  the  **  Journal 
Etranger"  in  France  a  comparison  between  the  literature 
of  England  and  France.  About  the  year  1762,  Dr.  Staun- 
ton embarked  for  the  West  Indies,  as  we  find  from  a  fare* 
wejl  letter  written  to  him  by  Dr.  Johnson,  given  by  Mr. 
3oswell  in  his  life  of  that  great  man.  This  epistle  is  replete 

1  Preface  by  Lewis. — Crusiut's  Roman  Poets. — Vossius  de  Poet.  Lat. — Dib- 
diii'f  Claisics. — ^Bowles's  edition  of  Pope's  Works. — Saxii  Onomast. 
.  •  Ath.  Ox.  ?oL  1.— Tanner.— FuUer*s  Worthiet .— Uoyd'«  Worlbies.— Dodd's 
Church  Hijt. 
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mith  excellent  advice,  and  does  equal  credit  to  the  writer, 
and  the  person  to  whom  it  is  addressed.  Dr.  Staunton  re- 
tided,  for  several  years,  in  the  West  Indies,  where  be  ac» 
quired  some  addition  to  bis  fortune  by  the  practice  of  phy- 
sic ;  purchased  an  esute  in  Grenada  which  he  cultivated ; 
and  had  the  good  fortune  to  obtain  the  frfendship  of  the 
late  lord  Macartney,  governor  of  that  island,  to  whom  he 
acted  as  secretary,  and  continued  in  that  capacity  until  the 
capture  of  it  by  the  French,  when  they  both  embarked  for 
Europe.  Having  studied  the  law,  while  in  Grenada,  Dr. 
Staunton  Blled  the  office  of^attorney-general  of  the  island. 
Soon  after  lord  Macartney's  arrival  in  England,  he  was  ap« 
pointed  governor  of  Madras,  and  took  Mr.  Staunlon  with 
him  (for  he  seems  now  to  have  lost  the  appellation  of  doc- 
tor) as  his  secretary.  In  this  capacity,  Mr.  Staunton  had 
several  opportunities  of  displaying  his  abilities  and  intrepi* 
dity,  particularly  as  one  of  the  commissioners  sent  to  treat 
of  peace  with  Tippoo  Sultaun,  and  in  the  seizure  of  general 
Stuart,  who  seemed  to  have  been  preparing  to  act  by  lord 
Macartney  as  had  been  before  done  by  the  unfortunate 
lord  Pigot.  The  secretary  was  sent  with  a  small  party  of 
seapoys  to  arrest  the  general,  which  he  effected  with  great 
spirit  and  prudence,  and  without  bloodshed.  On  his  re- 
turn to  England,  the  India  Company,  as  a  reward  for  bit  . 
services,  settled  on  him  a  pension  of  500/.  per  annum  ;  the 
lung  soon  after  created  him  a  baronet  of  Ireland,  and  the 
University  of  Oxford  conferred  on  him  the  degree  of 
LL.D.  It  having  been  resolved  to  send  an  embassy  to 
China,  lord  Macartney  was  selected  for  that  purpose,  and 
be  took  his  old  friend  and  countryman  along  with  him,  who 
was  not  only  appointed  secretary  of  legation,  but  had  also  t|ie 
title  of  envoy-extraordinary  and  minister-plenipotentiary 
bestowed  on  him,  in  order  to  be  able  to  supply  the  place  of 
the  ambassador  in  case  of  any  unfortunate  accident  The 
events  of  this  embassy,  which,  on  the  whole,  proved  rather 
unpropitious,  are  well  known,  and  were  given  to  the  public 
in  two  quarto  volumes,  written  by  sir  George.  This  ac- 
count is  rather  to  be  considered  as  a  proof  of  learning  and 
observation  than  of  genius  and  reflection.  The  subject 
itself  was  highly  interesting,  but  it  is  certainly  not  ren- 
dered very  much  so  in  the  relation.  However,  it  is  on 
the  whole  a  valuable  work,  and  creditable  to  bis  character 
for  knowledge  and  diligence.  And  when  we  consider  the 
short  time  he  took  to  compile  these  volumes^  added  to  the 
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severe  illnesi  be  actually  h^MMired  under,  and  with  whisk 
be  was  attacked  soon  after  bis  return,  we  cannot  withhold 
our  praise  and  approbation.  As  a  proof  of  the  esteem  in 
which  the  India  Company  held  sir  George  Staunton,  they 
appointed  bis  son,  who  accompanied  him  in  the  former 
voyage,  a  writer  to  China ;  and  had  the  father's  health  per- 
mitted, he  would,  probsbly,  again  have  attended  lord  Ma*> 
cartney  in  some  honourable  and  confidential  station  to  bis 
government  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  The  memoirs  of 
sir  George,  if  drawn  up  at  full  length,  would  exhibit  many 
instances  of  a  strong  and  ardent  mind,  labouring  occasion<^ 
ally  under  difficulties,  and  surmounting  dangers  by  pa- 
tience, talents,  and  intrepidity.  His  conduct  in  the  seizure 
of  general  Stuart,  demonstrated  his  resolution  a^d  presence 
of  miud ;  and  when  treating  with  Tippoo,  he  had  the  ad- 
dress to  induce  M.  Suffrein  to  suspend  hostilities,  even 
before  he  bad  repeived  advice  from  his  court  of  the  treaty 
of  peace  being  signed  between  Great  Britain  and  France. 

Sir  George  died  at  his  house  in  Devonsbire-street,  Port* 
land-place,  Jan.  12,  1801,  and  was  succeeded  in  his  title 
by  his  only  son,  now  sir  Thomas  Staunton,  by  bis  wife  Jane 
Collins,  one  of  the  daughters  of  Benjamin  Collins,  esq. 
banker  at  Salisbury,  whom  sir  George  married  in  1771.' 

STAVELEY,  (Thomas,  esq.)  a  learned  gentleman,  of 
Cussington,  Leicestershire,  after  having  completed  his  aca* 
demical  education  at  Peter- house,  Cambridge,  was  admitted 
of  the  Inner  Temple,  July  2,  1647,  and  called  to  the  bar 
June  12,  1654.  In  1656,  he  married  Mary  the  youngest 
daughter  of  John  Onebye,  esq.  of  Hinckley,  and  steward 
of  the  records  at  Leicester,  and  succeeded  his  father-in-law 
in  that  office  in  1672.  In  1674,  when  the  court  espoused 
the  cause  of  popery,  and  the  presumptive  heir  to  the  crown 
openly.professed  himself  a  Catholic,  Mr.  Staveley  displayed 
the  enormous  exactions  of  tbe  court  of  Rome,  by  publishing 
in  1674,  <^The  Romish  Horseleech.'*  This  work  was  reprint- 
ed in  1769.  Some  years  before  his  death,  which  happened 
in  1683,  he  retired  to  Belgrave  near  Leicester,  and  passing 
tbe  latter  part  of  life  in  the  study  of  English  history,  ac- 
quired a  melancholy  habit,  but  was  esteemed  a  diligent,  ju- 
dicious, and  faithful  antiquary.  His  **  History  of  Churcbes. 
in  England  :  wherein  is  shown,  the  time,  means,  and  man- 
ner of  founding,  building,  and  endowing  of  Churches,botb 

I  Gent  Mag.  toI.  LXXL  fcc. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


S  T  A  V  E  L  E  Y.  351 

cathedral  and  raral,  with  their  furniture  and  appendkges/' 
fvas  first  published  in  17 12,  and  reprinted  1773.  It  is  a 
work  of  considerable  research  and  ieaming,  the  result  of 
having  carefully  examined  many  books  and  records ;  and 
contains  a  complete  account  of  the  sacred  furniture  of 
churches  from  the  earliest  origin.  In  one  respect,  how-^ 
ever,  he  has  too  hastily  adopted  the  notion  that  the  Sasons 
bad  no  stone  buildings  among  them,  while  he  is  forced  to 
acknowledge  that  Bede*s  Candida  casa  was  one  of  them. 
Besides  this  work,  Mr.  Suveley  left  a  curious  historical  pe-^ 
digree  of  his  own  family,  drawn  op  in  16^2,  the  year  before 
be  died,  which  is  preserved  at  large  in  the  work  which 
furnishes  this  article ;  and  also  some  valuable  collections 
towards  the  **  History  and  Antiquities  of  Leicester,"  to 
which  he  had  more  particularly  applied  his  researches; 
These  papers,  which  Dr.  Farmer,  the  late  learned  master 
of  Emanuel -college,  Cambridge,  intended  once  to  publish^ 
were,  by  that  gentleman's  permission,  put  into  the  hands- 
of  Mr.  Nichols,  who  gave  them  to  the  world  in  the  ^^  Bib« 
Uotheca  Topographia  Britannica,''  and  since  in  his  mofe  ela-« 
borate  *'  History  of  Leicestershire."  The-  younger  Mr.  S. 
Carte  (an  able  antiquary,  and  an  eminent  solicitor),  who 
had  a  copy  of  Mr.  Staveley's  papers,  says  of  them,  in  a  MS 
letter  to  Dr.  Ducarel,  March  7,  1751  :  <*  His  account  of 
the  earls  of  Leicester,  and  of  the  great  abbey,  appears  to 
have  been  taken  from  Dugdale's  **  Baronage,"  and  ^^  Mo- 
nasticon ;"  but.  as  to  his  sentiments  in  respect  to  the  bo- 
rough, I  differ  with  him  in  some  insunces.  By  the  charter 
for  erecting  and  establishing  the  court  of  records  at  Leioes- 
ter,  the  election  of  the  steward  is  granted  to  the  mayor  and 
court  of  aldermen,  who  likewise  have  thereby  a  similar 
power,  in  respect  tp  a  bailiff  for  executing  their  writs.  But 
afterwards,  viz.  Dec.  20,  7  Jac.  I.  the  great  earl  of  Hunting- 
don having  been  a  considerable  benefactor  to  Leicester,  the 
corporation  came  to  a  resolution  of  granting  to  him  and  his 
heirs  a  right  of  nominating  alternately  to  the  office  of  stew- 
ard and  bailiff,  and  executed  a  bond  under  their  common 
seal,  in  the  penalty  of  one  thousand  pounds,  for  enforcing 

ae  execution  of  their  grant.  And  as  John  Major,  esq.  was 
ected  by  the  court  of  aldermen  to  succeed  Mr.  Staveley^ 
in  December,  1684,  I  infer  that  Staveley  was  nominated 
by  the  «arl  of  Huntingdon,  and  confirmed  by  the  aldermen, 
in  purtoance  of  the  grant  above-mentioned.^ 

^  NiolMlt*t  Hift.  oC  teicettenbire. 
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STEARN.     See  STERNE. 

STEELE  (Sir  Richard),  tbe  first  of  a  class  of  writers 
ealled  the  British  Essayists,  which  is  peculiar  to  this 
country,  was  born  at  Dublin  in  L671.  His  family,  of 
English  extraction,  was  genteel.  His  father,  who  was  a 
counsellor  at  law,  and  private  secretary  to  James^  the  first 
duke  of  Ormond,  sent  his  son,  then  very  young,  to  Lon- 
don, where  he  was  placed  in  the  Charter-house  by  the 
duke,  who  was  one  of  the  governors  of  that  seminary. 
From  thence  he  was  removed  to  Merton  college,  Oxford, 
and  admitted  a  postmaster  in  1691.  In  1«95  be  wrote  a 
poem  on  the  funeral  of  queen  Mary,  entitled  the  ^^  Pro- 
cession.** His  inclination  leading  him  to  the  army,  he  rode 
for  some  time  privately  in  the  guards.  H&  became  an 
author  first,  as  be  tells  us  himselt;  when  an  ensign  of  the 
giards,  a  way  of  life  exposed  to  much  irregularity ;  and, 
being  thoroughly  convinced  of  many  things,  of  which  he 
often  repented,  and  which  he  more  often  repeated,  he 
wrote  for  his  own  private  use  a  little  book  called  *^  Tbe 
Christian  Hero,"  with  a  design  principally  to  fix  upon  his 
own  mind  a  strong  impression  of  Tirtue  and  religion,  in 
opposition  to  a  stronger  propensity  towards  unwarrantable 
pleasures...  This  secret  admonition  was  too  weak;  and 
therefore,  in  1701,.  he  printed  the  book  with  his  name,  in 
hopes  that  a  standing  testimony  against  himself,  and  the 
eyes  of  the  world  upon  him  in  a  new  light,  might  curb-his 
desires,  and  make  him  ashamed  of  understanding  and 
teeming  to  feel  what  was  virtuous,  and  yet  of  living  so 
contrary  a  life.  This,  he  tells  us,  had  no  other  effect,  but 
that,  from  being  thought  a  good  companion,  be  was  saoo  , 
reckoned  a  disagreeable  fellow.  One  or  two  of  his  ac- 
quaintance thought  fit  to  misuse  him,  and  try  their  valour 
upon  him ;  and  every  body,  be  knew,  measured  the  least 
levity  in  his  words  or  actions  with  the  character  of  **  The 
Christian  Hero.*'  Thus  he  found  himself  slighted,  instead 
of  being  encouraged,  for  his  declarations  as  to  religion ;  to 
that  he  thought  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  enliven  his  cha- 
racter. For  this  purpose  he  wrote  the  comedy,  called 
**  Tbe  Funeral,  or  Grief  a-Ia-«Mode,*'  which  was  acted  tn 
1702;  and  as  nothing  at  that  time  made  a  man  more  a 
favourite  with  the  public  than  a  successful  play,  this,  with 
some  other  particulars  enlarged  upon  to  advantage,  ob* 
uined  the  notice  of  the  kitig ;  and  his  name,  .ta  be  pro* 
vided  for,  was,  he  says,  in  the  last  table-book  ever  worn 
by  the  glorious  and  immortal  William  the  Third. 
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He  had  before  this  obtained  a  captain^s  commission  in 
lord  Lucases  regiment  of  fusileers,  by  the  interest  of  lord 
Cutts,  to  whom  he  had  dedicated  his  <^  Christian  Hero/' 
and  who  likewise  appointed  him  his  secretary.  His  next 
appearance  as  a  writer,  as  he  himself  informs  us,  was  in  the 
office  of  Gazetteer ;  where  he  worked  faithfully,  according 
to  order,  without  ever  erring,  he  says,  against  the  rule 
observed  by  all  ministries^  to  keep  that  paper  very  inno- 
cent and  very  insipid.  He  received  this  appointment  in 
consequence  of  being  introduced  by  Addison  to  the  ac- 
quaintance of  the  earls  of  Halifax  and  Sunderland.  With 
Addison  he  had ' become  acqu$iinted  at  the  Charter-house.* 
His  next 'productions  were  comedies;^  **  The  Tender  Hus- 
band" being  acted  in  1703,  and  "The  Lying  Lover'* 
in  1704.  In  1709  he  began  "TheTatler;"  the  first 
number  of  which  was  published  April  12,  1709,  and  the 
last  Jan.  2, 1711.  This  paper  greatly  increased  his  repu- 
tation and  interest;  and  he  was  soon  after  made  one  of  the 
commissioners  of  the  Stamp-office.  Upon  laying  down 
"  The  Tatler,"  he  began,  in  concert  with  Addison,  "The 
Spectator,"  which  began  to  be  published  March  1,'  1711 ; 
after  that,  "  The  Guardian,'*  the  first  paper  of  which 
came  out  March  12,  1713  ;  and  then,  "The  Englishman,'* 
the  first  number  of  which  appeared  Oct.  6,  the  same  year. 
Besides  these  works,  he  wrote  several  political  pieces, 
which  were  afterwards  collected,  and  published  under  the 
title  of  "  Political  Writings,"  1715,  12raa  One  of  these 
will  require  to  be  mentioned  particularly,  because  it  was 
attended  with  remarkable  consequences  relating  to  himself. 

Having  a  design  to  serve  in  the  last  parliament  of  queen 
Anne,  he  resigned  bis  place  of  commissioner  of  the  Stamp- 
office,  in  June  1713;  and  was  chosen  member  for  the 
borough  of  Stockbridge  in  Hampshire;  but  he  did  not  sit 
long  in  the  House  of  Commons,  before  he  was  expelled 
for  writing  **  The  Englishman,"  being  the  close  of  a  paper 
so  called,  and  "  The  Crisis."  This  last  is  one  of  his  po- 
litical writings,  and  the  title  at  full  length  runs  thus: 
**  The  Crisis,  or  a  Discourse  representing,  from  the  most 
authentic  records,  the  just  causes  of  the  late  happy  Revo<*- 
lution,  and  the  several  settlements  of  the  crown  of  England 
and  Scotland  on  her  majesty ;  and,  on  the  demise  of  her 
majesty  without  issue,  upon  the  most  illustrious  princess 
Sophia,  electress  and  duchess-dowager  of  Hanover,  and 
the  heirs  of  her  body  being  Protestants,  by  previous  acU 
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of  both  ptrliaments  of  the  late  kingdoms  of  England  and 
Scotland,  and  confirmed  by  tbe  parliament  of  Great- Bri^ 
tain.  With  some  seasonable  remarks  on  the  danger  of  a 
popish  successor/'  He  explains  in  bis  *^  Apology  for  bim- 
self/'  tbe  occasion  of  bis  writing  this  piece.  He  happened 
one  day  to  visit  Mr.  William  Moore  of  the  Inner-Temple ; 
where  the  discourse  turning  upon  politics,  Moore  took  notico 
of  the  insinuations  daily  thrown  out,  of  the  danger  tbe  Pro- 
testant succejBsiou  was  in ;  and  concluded  with  saying,  that 
be  thought  Steele,  from  tbe  kind  reception  tbe  world  gave 
to  what  be  published,  might  be  more  instrumental  towards 
curing  that  evil,  than  any  private  man  in  England.  After 
much  solicitation,  Moore  observed,  that  tbe  evil  seemed 
onlv  to  flow  from  mere  inattention  to  tbe  real  obligations 
under  which  we  lie  towards  tbe  bouse  of  Hanover:  if^ 
therefore,  continued  be,  tbe  laws  to  that  purpose  were  re- 
printed, together,  with  a  warm  preface,  and  a  well-urged 
peroration,  it  is  not  to  be  imagined  what  good  effects  ii 
would  have.  Steele  was  much  struck  with  the  thought ; 
and  prevailing  with  Moore  to  put  the  law- part  of  it  toge- 
ther, he  executed  tbe  rest ;  yet  did  not  venture  to  publish 
it,  till  it  bad  been  oorrected  by  Addison,  Hoadly,  after* 
wards  bishop  of  Winchester,  and  others.  It  was  imme* 
diately  attacked  with  great  severity  by  Swift,  in  a  panw 
pblet  published  in  1712,  under  the  title  of,  '<  Tbe  Publio 
Spirit  of  tbe  Whigs  set  forth  in  their  generous  encourage- 
ment of  tbe  author  of  the  Crisis :"  but  it  was  not  till  March 
If,  1715,  that  it  fell  under  the  cognizance  of  the  Hons# 
of  Commons.  Then  Mr.  John  Hungerford  complained  to. 
the  House  of  divers  scandalous  papers,  published  under 
tbe  name  of  Mr.  Steele ;  in  which  complaint  he  waa  se*^ 
conded  by  Mr.  Auditor  Foley,  cousin  to  the  earl  of  Ox- 
ford, and  Mr.  Auditor  Harley,  the  earl's  brother.  Sir 
William  Wyndham  also  added,  that  "  some  of  Mr.  Steele's 
writings  contained  insolent,  injurious  reflections  on  tbe 
queen  herself,  and  were  dictated  by .  the  spirit  of  rebel- 
lion." Tbe  next  day  Mr.  Auditor  Harley  specified  some 
printed  pamphlets  published  by  Mr.  Steele,  **  containing 
several  paragraphs  tending  to  sedition,  highly  reflecting 
upon  her  majesty,  and  arraigning  her  administration  and 
government."  Some  proceedings  followed  between  this 
and  tbe  18tb,  which  was  tbe  day  appointed  for  tbe  bear- 
ing of  Mr.  Steele;  and  this  being  come,  Mr.  Auditpr 
Foley  moved,  that  before  they  proceed  farther,  Mr.  Steele. 
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should  declare^  whether  he  acknowledged  the  writiDg»  diat 
bore  his  name  ?  Steele  declared,  that  he  '*  did  frankly  ~ 
and  ingenuously  own  those  papers  to  be  part  of  his  writ- 
ings ;  that  be  wrote  them  in  behalf  of  the  house  of  fla^ 
noTer,  and  owned  them  with  the  same  unreservedness  with 
which  he  abjured  the  Pretender.*'  Then  Mr.  Foley  pro« 
posed,  that  Mr.  Steele  should  withdraw;  but  it  was  car- 
ried, without  dividing,  that  he  should  stay  and  make  hii 
defence.  He  desired,  that  he  might  be  allowed  to  answer 
what  was  urged  against  him  paragraph  by  peragpraph ;  but 
his  accusers  insisted,  and  it  was  carried,  that  he  should 
proceed  to  make  his  defence  generally  upon  the  charge 
against  him.  Steele  proceeded  accordingly,  being  assisted 
by  his  friend  Addison,  member  for  Malmsbury,  who  sat 
bear  him  to  prompt  him  upon  occasion ;  and  spoke  for  near 
three  hours  on  the  several  heads  extracted  from  his  pam-^ 
phlets.  After  he  had  withdrawn,  Mr.  Foley  said,  that^  ' 
*'  without  amusing  the  House  with  long  speeches,  it  is  evi- 
dent the  writings  complained  of  were  seditious  and  scan- 
dalous, injurious  to  her  majesty's  government,  the  church 
and  the  universities  ;'*  and  then  called  for  the  question.  Tbii 
occasioned  a  very  warm  debate,  which  lasted  till  eleven 
o'clock  at  night.  The  first  who  spoke  for  Steele,  wad  \ 
Robert  Walpole,  esq.  who  was  seconded  by  his  brother 
Horatio  Walpole,  lord  Finch,  lord  Lumley,  and  lord  Hin- 
chinbrook :  it  was  resolved,  however,  by  a  majority  of  945 
against  152,  that  ^  a  printed  pamphlet,  entitled  <Tb# 
Englishman,  being  the  close  of  a  paper  so  called,'  and 
one  other  pamphlet,  entitled  'The  Crisis,'  written  by 
Richard  Steele,  esq.  a  member  of  this  House,  are  scan-  , 
dalous  and  seditious  libels,  containing  many  ezpressionf 
highly  reflecting  upon  her  majesty,  and  upon  the  nobility, 
gentry,  clergy,  and  universities  of  this  kingdom ;  malici- 
ously insinuating,  that  the  Protestant  succession  in  the 
house  of  Hanover  is  in  danger  under  her  majesty's  admioi'^ 
stration ;  and  tending  to  alienate  the  good  affections  of  her 
majesty's  good  subjects,  and  to  create  jealousies  and  dtvi* 
sions  among  them:"  it  was  resolved  likewise,  that  Mf. 
Steele,  <<  for  his  ofifence  in  writing  and  publislung  the  said 
scandalous  and  seditious  libels,  be  expelled  this  House.'* 
He  afterwards  wrote  '^An  Apology  for  himself  and  bit 
writings,  occasioned  by  bis  expulsion,"  which  he  dedicated 
|Lo  Robert  Walpole,  esq.  This  is  printed  among  his  ^  Po« 
litical  Writings,"  1715»  ^2mo. 
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He  bad  now  nothing  to  do  till  the  death  of  the  queen, 
but  to  indulge  htmseU  with  bis  pen ;  and  accordingly,  in 
1714,  he  published  a  treatise,  entitled  '<  The  Romish  Ec- 
clesiastical History  of  late  years/*     This  is  nothing  more 
than  a  description  of  some  monstrous  and  gross  popish  rites, 
designed  to  hurt  the  cause  of  the  Pretender,  which  was 
supposed  to  be  gaining  ground  in  England :  and  there  is 
an  appendix  subjoined,  consisting  of  particulars  very  well 
calculated  for  this  purpose.     In  No.  I.  of  the  appendix,  we 
have  a  list  of  the  colleges,  monasteries,  and  convents  of 
men  and  women  of  several  orders  in  the  Low  Countries ; 
with  the  revenues  which  they  draw  from  England.     No.  IL 
contains  an  extract  of  the  ^'  Taxa  Camerse,"  or  "  Cancel- 
laris  ApostolicflB,"  the  fees  of  the  pope^s  chancery ;  a  book, 
printed  by  the  pope^s  authority,  and  setting  forth  a  list  of 
the  fees  paid  him  for  absolutions,  dispensations,  indulgen- 
cies,  faculties,  and  exemptions.     No.  HI.  is  ahull  of  the 
pope  in  1357,  given  to  the  then  king  of  France  ;  by  which 
the  princes  of  that  nation  received  an  hereditary  right  to 
cheat  the  rest  of  mankind.     No.  IV.  is  a  translation  of  the 
speech  of  pope  Sixtus  V.  as  it  was  uttered  in  the  consistory 
at  Rome,  Sept  2,  1589;  setting  forth  the  execrable  face 
of  James  Clement,  a  Jacobine  friar,  upqn  the  person  of 
Henry  in.  of  France,  to  be  commendable,  admirable,  and 
meritorious.     No.  V.  is  a  collection  of  )some  popish  tracts 
and  positions,  destructive  of  spciety  and  all  the  ends  of 
good  government.    The  same  year,  17 14,  he  published  two 
papers  :  the  first  of  which,  called  "  The  Lover  ;"  appeared 
Feb.  25;  the  second,  "  The  Reader,"  April  22.     In  the 
sixth  number  for  May  3,  we  have  an  account  of  his  design 
to  write  the  history  of  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  from  the 
date  of  the  duke^^  commission  of  captain  general  and  pleni* 
potentiary,  to  the  expiration   of  those  commissions:  the 
materials,  as  he  tells  us,  were  in  bis  custody,  but  the  work 
was  never  executed. 

Soon  after  the  accession  of  George  L  he  was  appointed 
surveyor  of  the  royal  stables  at  Hampton-court,  and  go« 
vernor  of  the  royal  company  of  comedians ;  and  was  put 
into  the  commission  of  the  peace  for  Middlesex  ;  and,  April 
1715,  was  knighted  upon  the  presenting  of  au  address  to 
bis  ipajesty  by  the  lieutenancy  *.     In  the  first  parliament^ 

*  It  wai  on  this  occasion,  that  sir  birth-day,  who  then  entered  into  the 
Richard,  in  »rder  to  distinguish  him-  56th  year  of  his  age,  treated  above  90(> 
self  by  th«  celebnujoo  ^  bis  Bajetty*i    s^otieinea  Snd  ladies,  at  bis  bouse,  ap* 
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lie  was  t^hosen  member  for  Boroughbrigg  in  Yorkshire; 
and,  after  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion  in  the  North, 
was  appointed  one  of  the  commissioners  of  the  forfeited 
estates  in  Scotland  The  same  year,  17  U,  he  published  in 
8vo,  ^*  An  Account  of  the  state  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Re- 
ligion throughout  the  world.  Written  for  the  use  of  pope 
Innocent  XL  and  now  translated  from  the  Italian.  To 
which  is  added,  a  Discourse  concerning  the  state  of  Reli* 
gion  in  England:  written  in  French  in  the  time  of  king 
Charles  I.  and  now  first  translated.  With  a  large  dedica- 
tion to  the  present  pope,  giving  him  a  very  particular  ac- 
count of  the  state  of  religion  among  protestants,  and  of  se- 
veral other  matters  of  importance  relating  to  Great'  Bri- 
tain,^' 12mo.  The  dedication  is  supposed  to  have  been 
written  by  Hoadly,  bishop  of  Winchester.  The  same  year 
stilly  he  published  ^<  A  Letter  from  the  earl  of  Mar  to  the 
king  before  his  majesty's  arrival  in  Ejigland  ;*'  and  the  year 
following,  a  second  volume  of  ^^The  Englishman."  In  1718, 
came  out  <<An  Account  of  his  Fish-pool  :*'  he  had  obtained, 
a  patent  for  bringing  fish  to  market  alive ;  for,  Steele  was 
a  projector,  and  that  was  one  circumstance,  among  many, 
which  kept  him  always  poor.  In  1719,  he  published  **The 
Spinster,**  a  pamphlet;  and  **  A  Letter  to  the  earl  of  Ox- 
ford, concerning  the  bill  of  peerage,'*  which  bill  he  op- 
posed in  the  House  of  Commons.  In  1720,  he  wrote  two 
pieces  against  the  South  Sea  scheme ;  one  called  *^  The 
Crisis  of  Property,"  the  other  "  A  Nation  a  family." 

In  Jan.  1720,  he  began  a  paper  under  the  name  of  sir 
John  Edgar,  called  ^^  The  Theatre ;"  which  he  continued 
every  Tuesday  and  Saturday,  till  the  5th  of  April  following. 
During  the  course  of  thia  paper,  viz.  on  the  23d  of  Ja- 
nuary, his  patent  of  governor  of  the  royal  company  of  come- 
dians was  revoked  by  the  king :  upon  which,  he  drew  up 
and  published,  *^  A  State  of  the  Case  between  the  lord 

pointed  for  concerts,  speecbes,  po«ins,  to  dance  coiHitry-daucefl,   vbieh   vat 

&c.     *'  The  entertainment  con8i^ter^  of  done  wiih  all  the  decency  and  regula- 

pyramidf  of  all  manner  of  tweetmeata,  riiy  inaaeioable.    We  arc  likewise  to 

the  most  generous  wines,  aa  burgundy,  acquaint  the  reader,  tbac  an  Ode  of 

champaign,'  &c.  and  was  ushered  in  by  Horace  was  set  to  music  and  sung  upon 

a  prologue  written  by   Mr.  Tickell,  this  occasion,  with  several  6ther  very 

uodep-iecretary  to  Mr.  Addisoo ;  and  particular  songs    and     perfomancai, 

concluded  by  an  epilogue  written  by  both  vocal  and  instrumental ;  and  that 

himself,  which  was  very   merry   and  Mrs.  Youn^«r  spoke  the  prologue,  and 

free   with    bis   own  character :    after  Mr.  Wilka  the  epilogue,  which,  after 

which,  a  large  table,  that  was  in  the  sir  Richard's  way,  was  extremely  di- 

area  of  the  concert-house,  was  tikcn  ▼erting."     Weekly  Misc<liaDy»    M«y 

'  wnf,  to  make  room  for  ibe  company  SSy  1715. 
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qluunberluo  of  liii  m^mifB  boutebold  and  the  gorernor  of 
tbe  royal  coopaay  of  comedians.^  He  telli  us,  in  this 
pamphlet,  thai  a  noble  lord,  witbont  any  cauae  assigned, 
atnds  » message,  directed  to  sir  Ricbiurd  Steele,  Mr.  Wilks, 
aad  Mr.  Booth,  to  dismiss  Mr.  Gibber,  who  for  some  time 
aubmitied  to  a  disability  of  appearing  on  tbe  sUge,  during 
the  pleasure  of  one  who  bad  npthing  to  do  with  it ;  and 
that,  when  this  lawless  will  and  pleasure  was  changed,  a 
▼ery  frank  declaratioa  was  made,  that  all  the  mortification 
put  upon  Mr.  Gibber  was  intended  only  as  a  prelude  to  re- 
mote evils,  by  which  the  patentee  was  to  be  affected. 
Upon  thii^  sir  Richard  wrote  to  two  of  tbe  ministers  of  sute, 
and  likewise  delivered  a  petition  to  the  king,  in  the  pre- 
aence  of  the  lord  chamberlain :  but  these  bad  no  effect, 
for  bis  patent  was  revoked,  though  it  does  not  appear  for 
what  reason  ;  and  the  loss  he  sustained  upon  this  occasion 
is  computed  by  himself  at  almost  10,000/L  In  1722,  his 
^omedy,  called  *^  The  Gonscious  Lovers,"  was  acted  with 
ffreat  success ;  and  published  with  a  dedication  to  the  king, 
WT  which  his  majesty  made  him  a  present  of  500^ 

Some  years  before  his  death,  be  retired  to  his  seat  at 
Llangunnor,  near  Gaermarthen,  in  Wales,  with  a  view  to 
CEconomise  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors.  Here  be  was 
aeiaed  with  a  paralytic  disorder,  of  which  he  died  Sept.  l^ 
1729,  and  was  privately  interred  according  to  his  own  de- 
sire. He  had  been  twice  married  :  his  first  wife  was  a  lady 
of  Barbadoes,  with  whom  he  had  a  valuable  plantation  upon 
the  death  of  her  brother ;  bis  second  was  the  daughter  of 
Jonathan  Scurlock,  of  Llangunnor,  esq.  by  whom  he  had 
one  daughter  and  two  sons ;  tbe  latter  both  died  young, 
but  the  daughter,  Elizabeth,  was  in  1792  married  to  the 
hon.  John  Trevor,  afterwards  baron  Trevor  of  Bromharo. 
Steele  was  a  man  of  quick  and  excellent  parts,  accomplish- 
ed in  all  branches  of  polite  literature ;  and  would  have 
passed  for  a  better  writer  than  be  does,  though  he  is  allow- 
ed to  be  a  very  gobd  one,  it  he  had  not  been  so  connected 
in  literary  productions,  as  well  as  in  friendship,  with  Ad- 
dison. He  speaks  himself  of  their  friendship  in  the  follow- 
ing terms :  ^*  There  never  was  a  more  strict  friendship  than 
between  these  gentlemen  ;  nor  had  they  ever  any  differ- 
ence, but  what  proceeded  from  their  different  way  of  pur- 
suing the  same  thing.  The  one  with  patience,  foresight, 
and  temperate  address,  always  waited  and  stemmed  the  tor- 
rent i  while  the  other  often  plunged  himself  into  it,  and 
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was  «  often  taken  oat  bv  the  temper  of  bim  who  stood 
weepinf  on  the  bank  for  his  safety,  whom  be  could  not 
dissuade  from  leaping  iuto  it.  Thus  tbeie  two  men  lived 
for  some  years  last  past,  sbonning  each  other,  but  still  pre*' 
serving  the  most  passionate  concern  for  their  mutual  wel- 
fare. But  when  they  met,  they  were  as  unreserved  as  boys» 
and  talked  of  the  greatest  affairs;  upon  which  they  saw 
where  they  differed,  without  pressing  (what  they  knew  im^- 
possible)  to  convert  each  other.^* ' 

STEEN  (JiLM),  an  eminent  painter,  was  born  at  Leyden, 
in  1636,  and  was  successively  the  disciple  of  Knufter, 
Brower,  and  Van  Goyen,  who  had  such  a  high  opinion  of 
him,  that  he  thought  be  disposed  of  bis  daughter  prudently 
when  be  gave  her  in  marriage  to  Jan  Steen.  Jan  Steen, 
however,  was  not  prudent^  for,  although  be  had  many  op* 
pdrtunities  of  enriching  himself,  by  other  occupations  as 
well  as  by  his  profession;-  be  fireqnently  was  reduced,  by 
an  idle,  intemperate,  and  dissipated  course  of  life,  to  work 
for  the  subsistence  of  himself  and  his  family.  He  bad  a 
strong  manly  style  of  painting,  which  might  become  even 
the  design  of  Raphael,  and  be  showed  the  greatest  skill  in 
composition,  and  management  of  light  and^  shadow,  as  well 
as  great  truth  in  the  expression  and  character  of  his  figures. 
One  of  his  capital  pictures  is  a  mountebank  attended  by  a 
number  of  spectators,  in  which  the  countenances  are  won- 
derfully striking,  full  of  bumpur,  and  uncommon  variety. 
Houbraken  mentions  another  remarkable  picture  painted 
by  this  master,  representing  a  wedding,  consisting  of  the 
old  parents,  the  bride,  the  bridegroom,  and  a  lawyer  or 
noury.  The  notary  i^  described  as  thoroughly  engaged 
in  attending  to  the  words  which  be  was  to  write  down  ;  the 
bridegroom  appears  in  a  violent  agitation,  as  if  dissiatisfied 
with  the  match ;  and  the  bride  seems  to  be  in  tears  ;  every 
character  evidencing  the  ready  and  humorous  invention  i 
of  the  artist.  Houbraken  also  mentions  a  third  picture, 
equally  excellent,  representing  the  funeral  of  a  quaker ;  in 
which  each  face  is  dis'tiuguished  by  a  peculiarly  humorous 
cast  of  features,  and  the  whole  has  a  wonderful  air  of  na- 
ture and  probability.  In  designing  his  figures  be  preserved 
a  proper  distinction  of  the  ranks  and  conditions  or  the  per- 
sons introduced  in  bis  subject,  by  their  forms,  their  atti- 

*  Biog.  Brit. — British  Eitayisto,  to!.  I. — Mr.  Nichols's  Tariomin  editions  of 
the  TaUer,  Lover,  fcc— And  Kpistolary  Corretpoodenoe  of  SC«ele.— >Taller, 
Spoctator,  and  Goardiao,  wiUi  noU$,  1807,  Sro. 
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tudesi  dieir  air  of  expression ;  and  in  tbif  respect  appears 
worthy  of  being  studied  by  other  painters.  His  works  did 
not  bear  an  extraordinary  price  during  bis  life,  as  he  paint- 
ed only  when  he  was  necessitous^  and  sold  his  pictures  to 
answer  his  immediate  demands.  But  after  his  death  they 
rose  amazingly  in  their  value,  and  are-  rarely  to  be  pur- 
chased, few  paintings  bearing  a  higher  price,  as  well  on 
account  of  their  excellence  as  of  their  scarcity.  He  died 
in  1689,  aged  fifty-three,  but  Houbraken  fixes  his  deatk 
in  167S'y  aged  forty-two,  eleven  years  earlier  than  other 
writers.' 

STEEVENS  (George),  a  celebrated  commentator  on 
the  works  of  Shakspeare,  was  the  only  son  of  George  Stee- 
vens,  esq.  of  Stepney,  many  years  an  East  India  captain, 
and  afterwards  a  director  of  the  East  India  company,  who 
died  in  I76S.  He  was  born  at  Stepney,  May  10,  1736, 
and  was  admitted  of  King^s  college,  Cambridge,  about 
1751  or  1752.  He  seems  to  have  left  the  university  with- 
out taking  a  degree,  although  not  without  accumulating  a 
considerable  degree  of  classical  knowledge,  and  exhibit- 
ing that  •general  acuteness  and  taste  which  he  afterwards 
more  fully  displayed,  particularly  on  subjects  of  ancient 
English  literature.  His  attention,  probably  very  early  in 
life,  was  by  some  means  attracted  to  the  works  of  our  great 
dramaUc  bard  Shakspeare,  who  furnished  Mr.  Steevens 
throughout  the  whole  of  his  life  with  constant  employment. 
Shakspeare  was  the  property  which  he  thought  himself 
bound  to  cultivate,  improve,  protect,  and  display  to  the 
best  advantage  ;  and  it  must  be  allowed  that  in  illustrating 
this  author,  he  stands  unrivalled.  His  first  appearance  as 
an  editor  of  Shakspeare  was  in  17.66,  when  he  was  about 
thirty  years  old.  At  this  time  he  published  twenty  of 
Shakspeare's  plays  in  4  vols.  8vo,  about  a  year  after  Dr. 
Johnson^s  edition  of  the  whole  works  had  appeared.  In 
this  edition  Mr.  Steevens  performed  chiefly  the  office  of  a 
collator  of  these  twenty  plays  with  the  quarto  and  subse- 
quent editions ;  but  about  the  same  time  he  published,  in 
the  newspapers,  and  probably  otherwise,  a  circular  address, 
announcing  his  intention  of  an  edition  of  all  the  plays  with 
notes  and  illustrations.  In  this  address,  which  we  believe 
is  not  now  generally  known,  he  requests  assistance  from 
the  public,  which  he  says  *^  is  not  desired  with  a  lucrative^ 

1  PilkingtOD. — Reynol4i*t  Works. 
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view  to  the  editor,  but  to  eiigage  the  attention  of  the  lite- 
rary world.     He  will  no  more  trust  to  his  own  single  judg« 
ment  in  the  choice  of  the  notes  he  shall  adroit  or  reject^ 
than  he  would  undertake  the  work  in  confidence  of  his  owa 
abilities.     These  shall  in  their  turn  be  subjected  to  other 
eyes  and  other  opinions ;  and  he  has  reason  to  hope,  from 
such  precautions,  that  he  shall  bid  fairer  for  success  than 
from  any  single  reliance.     He  is  happy, to  have  permission. 
16  enumerate  Mr.  Garrick  among  those  who  will  take  such 
a  trouble  on  themselves ;  and  is  no  less  desirous  to  see 
him  attempt  to  transmit  some  part  of  that  knowledge  of 
Shakspeare  to  posterity,  without  which,  he  can  be  his  best 
commentator  no  longer  than  helives," 

He  then  proceeds  to  assure  those  who  may  think  proper, 
to  assist  him,  that  their  contributions  shall  appear  with  or 
without  their  names,  as  they  shall  direct ;  and  that  he  will 
gladly  pay  those  whose  situation  in  life  will  not  admit  of  . 
their  making  presents  of  their  laboui's,  in  such  proportion 
as  Mr.  Tonson  (his  bookseller)  shall  think  to  be  adequate 
to  their  merits.  What  follows  is  the  language  of  a  man 
who  knew  not  himself,  or  who  concealed  his  real  character 
and  intent,  and  who  was  at  no  very  distant  period  to  prove 
himself,  unquestionably  a  most  acute,  yet  at  the  same 
time  a  most  arrogant,  supercilious,  and  malignant  critic  on 
bis  fellow-labourers. 

"The  characters  of  living  or  dead  commentators,'*  says. 
Mr.  Steevens  in  his  present  real  or  assumed  humility,  "shall 
not  be  wantonly  traduced,  and  no  greater  freedom  of  lan- 
guage be  made  use  of,  than  is  necessary  to  convince,  with- 
out any  attempts  to  render  those  ridiculous,  whose  asser- 
tions may  seem  to  demand  a  confutation.  An  error  in  a 
quotation,  or  accidental  misrepresentation  of  a  fact,  shall 
not  be  treated  with  the  severity  due  to  a  moral  crime,  nor 
as  the  breach  of  any  other  laws  than  those  of  literature,  lest 
the^eputation  of  the  critic  should  be  obtained  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  humanity,  justice,  and  good  manners ;  and  by 
multiplying  notes  on  notes  we  should  be  reduced  at  last, 
'  to  fight  for  a  spot  whereon  the  numbers  cannot  try  the 
cause.'  The  ostentation  of  bringing  in  the  commeniariea 
pf  others,  merely  to  declare  their  futility,  shall  be  avoided; 
and  none  be  introduced  here,  but  such  as  tend  to  the  illus- 
tration of  the  autl^or." — He  concludes  with  signing  his 
pame,  and  requesting  that  letters  may  be  addressed  ta 
ln^m  at  Mr.  Tonson's.     About  the  same  time  he  opened  % 
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kind  of  corretpoodence  in  the  St.  Jameses  Chronicle,  then 
the  priDcipal  literary  newspaper,  the  object  of  which  was 
to  obtain  bints  and  remarks  on  any  passages  of  Sbakspeare 
which  individuals  might  think  tbemselves  able  to  illustrate. 
What  returns  were  made  to  these  applications,  we  knoW 
not,  but  it  appears  that  be  became  acquainted  about  this 
time  with  Dr.  Johnson,  and  in  1770  they  were  both  em- 
ployed in  that  edition  of  the  whole  of  Sbakspeare^s  plays 
which  was  first  called  ^^  Johnson  and  St eevens's  edition,^* 
and  which  was  published  in  1773,  10  vols.  8to.  In  1778  it 
was  again  reprinted,  with  the  same  names,  but  entirely 
under  the  care  and  with  the  improvements  of  Mr.  Steevens; 
and  again  in  1785,  when  he  availed  himself  of  the  assist- 
ance of  Mr.  Isaac  Reed,  although  merely  as  superintendant 
of  the  press.  It  was  a  work  of  which  Mr.  Steevens  would 
never  surrender  the  entire  care  to  any  one,  and  his  jea*» 
lousy,  as  an  editor  of  Sbakspeare,  was  the  cause  of  those 
many  splenetic  effusions  for  which  he  has  been  so  justly 
blamed,  and  his  character  disgraced.  This  kind  of  hosti- 
lity, in  which  Mr.  Steevens  unfortunately  delighted,  was 
not  confined  to  the  commentators  on  Sbakspeare.  He  had 
from  the  earJiest  period  that  can  be  remembered  a  disposi-* 
tion  to  display  his  talents  for  ridicule  at  the  expence  of 
those  who  were,  or  whom  he  thought,  inferior  to  himself. 
He  was  never  more  gratified  than  when  he  could  irritate 
their  feelings  by  anonymous  attacks  in  the  public  journals^ 
which  he  would,  in  their  presence,  affect  to  lament  with 
all  the  ardour  of  friendship.  Nor  was  he  content  to  amuse 
himself  with  the  sufferings  of  those  who  were  candidates  for 
literary  fame,  a  species  of  inhumanity  in  which  he  had 
some  contemporaries,  and  has  bad  many  successors,  but 
would  even  intrude  into  the  privacies  of<lomestic  life,  and 
has  been  often,  we  fear  too  justly,,  accused  of  disturbing 
the  happiness  of  families,  by  secret  written  insinuations, 
the  consequences  of  which  he  could  not  always  know,  and 
must  therefore  have  enjoyed  only  in  imagination.  But  as 
aucb  artifices  long  practised  could  not  escape  detection, 
his  character  for  mischievous  duplicity  became  known,  and 
not  long  after  the  publication  of  the  second  edition  of  his 
Sbakspeare,  in  conjunction  with  Dr.  Johnson,  be  lived,  in 
the  language  of  that  great  man,  ^*  the  life  of  an  outlaw.*' 
He  was  scarcely  respected  even  by  those  who  tasted  bis 
bounty  (for  he  could  at  times  be  bountiful),  and  was  dread- 
ed as  a  man  of  great  talents  and  great  powers  both  of  pen 
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and  tongoei  with  whom  neyertbeless  it  vas  m^frt  iMgefom 
to  live  in  frieadsbip  than  in  bpstUity. 

Previous  to  the  publication  of  the  <^itioivof  1778,  be 
bad  become  acquainted  with  Mr.  Malone,  a  gentleman  who 
bad  either  formed  for  bimselfi  or  had  adopted  from  Mr. 
Steevens  that  system  of  criticism  and  illustration  by  which 
alone  the  text  of  Shakspeare  could  be  improved,  and  Mr. 
Steevens  very  soon  discovered  that  Mr.  Malone  might  be  a 
Yery  useful  coadjutor.    A  friendship  took  place  which  ap- 
peared ao  sincere  on  tbe  part  of  Mr.  Steevens,  that  having 
formed  a  design  of  quitting  the  office  of  editor,  he  most 
liberally  made  a  present  to  Mr.  Malone  of  his  valuable  coU 
lection  of  old  plays;  and  probably  this  friendly  intercourse 
might  have  continued,  if  Mr.  Malone  could  have  been  con- 
lent  to  be  the  future  editor  of  <' Johnson  and  Steevens^s 
Shakspeare,^^  and  to  have  contributed  his  aid  as  ffae  junior 
partner  in  the*  firm.     But  unfortunately  for  their  friend- 
ship, Mr.  Malone  thought  himself  qualified  to  become  os- 
tensible editor,  and  his  first  offence  seems  to  have  been 
tbe  publication,  in  1780,  of  two  supplementary  volumes  to 
tbe  edition  of  1 778  ;  and  having  entered  on  the  same  course 
of  reading  our  ancient  English  authors,  which  Mr.  Steevens 
had  pursued  with  so  much  benefit  in  the  illustration  of 
Shakspeare,  he  determined  to  appear  before  the  public  as 
an  editor  in  form.    To  this  design  Steevens  alludes  with 
characteristic  humour,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Warton,  dated 
April  16, 1783  :  "Whatever  the  vegetable  spring  may  pro- 
duce, the  critical  one  will  be  prolific  enough.     No  less  than 
six  editions  of  Shakspeare  (including  CapelPs  notes,  with 
Collinses  prolegomena)  are  now  in  the  mash-tub.     I  have 
thrown  up  my  licence.     Reed  is  to  occupy  the  old  red  lat- 
tice, and  Malone  intends  to  froth  and  lime  at  a  liAtle  snug 
booth  of  his  own  Construction.     Ritson  will  advertise  sour 
ale  against  his  mild."     In  this  notice  of  Mr.  Malone  there  is 
nothing  very  offensive ;  but  the  final  breach  between  them 
was  occasioned  by  a  request  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Steevens 
which  cannot  easily  be  justified.     To  the  edition  of  Shak-« 
speare,  published  in  1785,  Mr.  Malone  had  contributed 
some  notes  in  which  Mr.  Steevens's  opinions  were  occa- 
sionally controverted.    These  Mr.  Steevens  now  desired  he 
would  retain  in  his  new  edition,  exactly  as  they  stood  be- 
fore, that  he  might  answer  them  ;  and  Mr.  Malone  refusing 
what  was  so  unreasonable  (see  Malone),  the  other  declared 
ibat  all  communication  on  the  subject  of  Shakspeare  was  at 
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an  end  between  ttieiin.  Malone's  edition  appeared  in  1790^ 
and  Mr.  Steevens's  being  reprinted  in  1793,  15  vols.  8vo, 
be  at  once  availed  himself  of  Mr.  Malone's  labours^  and 
took  every  opportunity  to  tre^t  hjs  opinions  with  most  sar- 
castic contempts  TIhs  edition  of  1793,  however,  has  al- 
ways been  reckoned  the  most  complete  extant,  and  altbougK 
it  has  been  twice  reprinted,  with  some  additions  which  M n 
Steevens  bequeathed  to  Mr.  Reed,  the  demand  for  the 
1793  is  still  eag^r  with  the  collectors,  partly,  we  presume, 
on  account  of  its  being  the  last  which  Mr.  Steevens  super- 
intended ;  partly  on  account  of  the  accuracy  of  the  print- 
ing, in  which  he  had  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Reed  and  Mr. 
Harris,  librarian  of  the  Royal  Institution ;  and  partly  be- 
cause the  additions  to  the  subsequent  one  are  not  thought 
of  sufficient  value  to  induce  the  possessors  to  part  with  a 
monument  to  Mr.  Steevens's  merit  erected  by  his  own 
bands. 

In  preparing  this  edition,  it  is  said  ''he  gave  an  instance 
of  editorial  activity  and  perseverance  which  is  without  ex- 
ample. To  this  work  he  devoted  solely,  and  exclusively 
of  all  other  attentions,  a  period  of  eighteen  ulonths  ;  and 
during  that  time,  be  left  his  house  every  morning  at  one 
o'clock  witb  the  Hampstead  patrole,  and  proceeding  with- 
out any  consideration  of  the  weather  or  the  season,  called 
up  the  compositor  and  woke  all  his  devils : 

'*  Him  late  from  Hampstead  journeying  to  his  book 
Aurora  oft  for  Cephalus  mistook : 
What  time  he  brushed  the  ddws  with  hasty  pace^ 
To  meet  the  printer's  dev*let  face  to  face. 
"  At  the  chambers  of  Mr.  Reed,  where  he  was  allowed 
to  admit  himself,  with  a  sheet  of  the  Shakspeare  letter-press 
ready  for  correction,  and  found  a  room  prepared  to  receive 
him,  there  was  every  book  which  he  might  wish  to  consult : 
and  on  Mr.  Reed's  pillow  he  could  apply,  on  any  doubt  or 
sudden  suggestion,  to  a  knowledge  of  English  literature, 
perhaps  equal  to  bis  own.     This  nocturnal  toil  greatly  ac- 
celerated the  printing  of  the  work,  as,  while  the  printers 
slept,  the  editor  was  awake ;  and  thus,  in  less  than  twenty 
months,  he  completed  his  edition." 

The  latter  years  of  his  life  he  passed  chiefly  at  his  house 
at  Hampstead,  neither  visited  nor  visiting.  That  cynic 
temper  which  he  had  so  much  indulged  all  his  life  at  the 
expence  of'others,  became  his  own  tormentor  in  his  last 
days^  and  be  died  without  the  consolations  of  religion  or 
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the  comforts  of  friendship,  Jan.  22,  1800.  He  was  buried 
in  tbe  chapel  at  Poplar,  where,  in  the  north  aile  there  is  a 
monument  to  his  memory  by  Flaxman,  and  some  enco- 
miastic verses  by  Mr.  Hayley,  the  truth  of  which  may  be 
questioned.  Let  us  hear,  however,  what  has  been  ad^^ 
vanced  in  his  favour : 

"  Though  Mr.  Sieevens,"  says  an  eulogist,  "  is  known  ra- 
ther as  a  commentator,  than  as  an  original  writer,  yet,  when 
the  works  which  he  illustrated,  the  learning,  sagacity,  taste, 
and  general  knowledge  which  he  brought  to  the  task,  and 
the  success  which  crowned  bis  labours,  are  considered,  it 
would  be  an  act  of  injustice  to  refuse  him  a  place  among 
the  first  literary  characters  of  the  age.  Mr.  Steevens  pos* 
sessed  that  knowledge  which  qualified  him,  in  a  superior 
degree,  for  the  illustration  of  Shakspeare;  and  withoni 
which  the  utmost  critical  acumen  would  have  proved  abor- 
tive. He  had,  in  short,  studied  the  age  of  Shakspeare,  and 
bad  employed,  his  persevering  industry  in  becoming  ac- 
quainted with  the  writings,  manners,  and  laws  of  th«u  pe- 
riod, as  well  as  the  provincial  pectiliarijties,  whether  of 
language  or  custom,  which  prevailed  in  different  parts  of 
the  kingdom,  bat  more  particularly  in  those  where  Shak- 
speare passed  the  early  years  of  his  life.  This  store  of 
knowledge  he  was  continually  encreasing,  by  the  acquisi- 
tion of  the  r^re  and  obsolete  publications  of  a  former  a^e, 
which  he  spared  no  expence  to  obtain ;  while  his  critical 
sagacity  and  acute  observation  were  employed  incessantly 
in  calling  forth  the  hidden  meanings  of  the  great  dramatic 
bard,  from  their  covert ;  and  consequently  enlarging  the 
display  of  his  beauties. 

^^  Mr.  Steevens  was  a  classical  scholar  of  the  first  order. 
He  was  equally  acquainted  with  the  belles  lettres  of 
Europe.  He  had  studied  hbtofy,  ancient -and  modern,  but 
particularly  that  of  his  own  country.  He  possessed  a  strong 
original  genius,  and  an  abundant  wit ;  his  imagination  was 
pf  every  colour,  and  his  sentiments  were  enlivened  with  the 
most  brilliant  expressions.  His  colloquial  powers  surpassed 
those  of  other  men.  In  argument  he  was  uncommonly  elo* 
quent ;  and  bis  eloquence  was  equally  logical  and  animated. 
His  descriptions  were  so  true  to  nature,  his  figures  were  so 
finely  sketched,  of  such  curious  selection  and  so  happily 
grotip^d,  that  he  might  be  considered  iais  a  speaking  Ho- 
.garth.  He  would  frequently,  in  his  sportive  and  almost 
boyish  humours,  condescend  to  a  degree  of  ribaldry  but 
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Kale  abore  0*Keefe — with  him,  boweya*,  it  lost  all  iti 
coarteness,  and  assumed  the  air  of  classical  viTacity.  He 
was  indeed  too  apt  to  catch  the  ridiculous,  both  in  cha- 
racters and  things,  and  indulge  an  indiscreet  anhnation 
whereTer  be  found  it  He  scattered  hb  tvit  and  his  hu-« 
mour,  bis  gibes  and  his  jeers,  too  freely  around  him,  and 
they  were  not  lost  for  want  of  gathering.  Mr.  Steepens 
possessed  a  yery  handsome  fortune^  which  he  managed 
with  discretion,  and  was  enabled  by  it  to  gratify  his  wishes, 
which  he  did  without  any  regard  to  expence,  in  forming 
his  distinguished  collections  of  classical  learning,  literary 
antiquity,  and  the  arts  connected  with  it.  His  generosity 
also  was  equal  to  his  fortune ;  and  though  he  was  not  seen 
to  give  eleemosynary  sixpences  to  sturdy  beggars  or  sweep- 
ers of  the  crossings,  few  persons  distributed  bank-notes 
with  more  liberality ;  and  some  of  his  acts  of  pecuniary 
kindness  might  be  named,  which  could  only  proceed  frooi 
a  mind  adorned  with  the  noblest  sentiments  of  humanity. 
He  possessed  all  the  grace  of  exterior  accomplishment, 
acquired  at  a  period  when  civility  and  politeness  were  cha- 
racteristics of  a  gentleman.*' 

Some  other  particulars  of  Mr.  Steevens^s  character,  and 
respecting  the  sale  of  his  library,  &c.  may  be  seen  in  our 
authorities. ' 

£T£FFANI  (AoodTUVO),  an  eminent  musical  composer, 
was  bom  in  1655,  as  the  German  authorities  say,  at  Leipstc, 
but  Handel  and  the  Itidians  make  him  a  native  of  Castello 
Franco,  in  the  Venetian  state.  In  his  youth  he  was  a 
chorister  of  St  Mark%  where  his  voice  wa^  so  much  ad- 
mired by  a  German  nobleoun,  that,  obtaining  his  dis- 
mission, he  took  trim  to  Munich  in  JEiavaria,  and  bed  him 
educated,  not  only  in  music  under  the  celebrated  Berna- 
bei,  but  in  literature  and  theology  sufficient,  as  was  there 
thought,  for  priest's  orders ;  in  consequence  of  which,  after 
ordination,  he  was  distinguished  by  the  title  of  abate,  or 
abbot,  which  he  retained  until  late  in  life,  when  he  was 
elected  bishop  of  Spiga.  In  1674,  at  the  age  of  nineteen, 
be  published  his  ^*  Psalms,"  in  eight  parts.  He  likewise  pub- 
lished **Sonate  a  quattro  Stromenti,"  but  his  chamber  dueta 
are  the  most  celebrated  of  his  works,  and  indeed,  of  that  spe-* 
ciesof  writing.  ;In  his  little  tract,  **  Delia  certezzaDei  prin- 
cipii  della  Musica,"  he  has  treated  the  subject  of  musical 

1  Nichob'f  Bowyer. — BocwelPi  Life  of  JohotoD.— Dibdin'f  BiblkmiaDia.*— 
Prtfec*  to  Tol.  VII.  of  Murpby'i  Worki.— Wool's  life  of  Waiton,  p.  398,  kc 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


S  T  E  F  F  A  N  L  167 

imitation  and  ezpressioni  according  to  Martini,  like  a  phU 
losopher,  and  a|^eeable  to  mathematical  principles.  Tbit 
work  was  so  admired  in  Germany,  that  it  was  translated 
into  the  language  of  that  country,  and  reprinted  eight 
times.  He  composed  several  operas  likewise  between  th« 
years  1695  and  1699,  for  the  court  of  Uanofer,  where  bm 
resided  many  years  as  maestro  di  capella^  and  these  were 
afterwards  translated  into  German,  and  performed  to  bit 
music  at  Hamburgh.  About  1724,  after  he  had  quitted 
the  court  of  Hanover,  where  he  is  said  to  have  resigned  his 
office  in  favour  of  Handel,  he  was  elected  president  of  the 
academy  of  ancient  music  at  London.  In  1729,  he  went 
-  into  Italy  to  see  his  native  country  and  relations,  but  re« 
turned  next  year  to  Hanover ;  and  soon  after  having  oc« 
casion  to  go  to  Francfort,  he  was  seized  with  an  indispo- 
sition, of  which  he  died  there  in  a  few  days,  aged  near 
eighty.  There  are,  perhaps,  no  compositions  more  cor^^ 
rect,  or  fugues  in  which  the  subjects  are  more  pleasing^  or 
answers  and  imitations  moce  artful,  than  are  to  be  found  in 
the  duets  of  Steffani,  which,  in  a  collection  made  for  queen 
Caroline,  and  now  in  the  possession  of  his  majesty,  amount 
to  near  one  hundred. ' 

STELLA  (James),  an  eminetit  painter,  the  son  of  Francis 
Stella,  a  Fleming,  was  born  in  1596  at  Lyons,  where  his 
father  had  settled  on  his  return  from  Italy.  Although  he 
was  but  nine  years  old  at  his  father's  death,  the  latter  bad* 
successfully  initiated  him  in  the  principles  of  the  aft,  which 
he  afterwards  improved  in  Italy.  At  the  age  of  twenty, 
being  at  Florence,  the  great  duke  Cosmo  de  Medicis,  per-- 
ceiving  him  to  be  a  man  of  genius,  assigned  him  lodgings 
and  a  pension  equal  to  that  of  Callot,  who  was  there  at  the 
same  time ;  and  here,  during  a  residence  of  seven  years,  he 
exhibited  many  proofs  of  bis  skill  in  painting,  designing, 
and  engraving.  Thence  he  went  to  Rome,  where  he  spent 
eleven  years,  chiefly  in  studying  the  antique  sculptures, 
and  Raphael's  paintings.  Having  acquired  a  good  taste, 
as  well  as  a  great  reputation,  in  Rome,  he  resolved  to  re^ 
turn  to  his  own  country ;  intending,  however,  to  pass  thence 
into  the  service  of  the  king  of  Spain,  who  had  invited  him 
more  than  once.  He  took  Milan  in  his  way  to  France ;  and 
cardinal  Albornos  offered  him  the  direction  of  the  academy* 
of  painting  in  that  city,  which  he  refused.     When  he  ar^ 

1  Barntj'i  Biit  of  Music ;— but  mora  fully  ia  HaxflnM^i. 
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rived  in  Paris,  and  was  preparing  for  Spain,  cardinal  Riche- 
lieu detained  him,  and  presented  him  to  the  king,  who 
assigned  him  a  good  pension  and  lodgings  in  the  Louvre. 
He  gave  such  satisfaction  here,  that  he  was  honoured  with 
the  order  of  St  Michael,  and  painted  several  large  pictures 
for  the  king,  by  whose  command  the  greatest  part  of  them 
were  sent  to  Madrid.  Being  very  laborious,  he  spent  the 
winter*  evenings  in  designing  the  histories  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  country  sports,  and  children's  plays,  which  were 
engraved,  and  make  a  large  volume.  He  also  drew  the  de- 
signs of  the  frontispieces  to  several  books  of  the  Louvre 
impression  ;  and  various  antique  ornaments,  together  with 
a  frieze  of  Julio  Romano,  which  he  brought  out  of  Italy. ' 
He  died  of  a  consumption  in  1647.  This  painter  had  a 
'fine  genius,  and  all  his  productions  were  wonderfully  easy. 
His  talent  was  rather  gay  than  terrible :  his  invention,  how- 
ever, noble,  and  his  design  in  a  good  style.  His  models 
were  evidently  Raphael  and  Poussin.  He  was  upon  the 
whole  an  excellent  painter,  although  somewhat  of  a  man- 
nerist. Sir  Robert  Strange  has  a  fine  engraving  from  a 
"  Holy  Family"  by  this  artist.' 

STENO,  or  STENONIUS  (Nicholas),  a  Danish  ana- 
tomist,  was  born  at  Copenhagen,  Jan.  10,  1638.  His  fa- 
ther was  a  Lutheran,  and  goldsmith  to  Christian  IV.  He 
himself  studied  under  Bartholin,  who  considered  him  as 
one  of  the  best  of  his  pupils.  To  complete  his  knowledge 
be  travelled  in  Germany,  Holland,  France,  and  Italy,  and 
in  the  latter  place  obtained  a  pension  from  Ferdinand  II. 
grand  duke  of  Tuscany.  In  1669  he  abjured  the  protest- 
ant  persuasion,  having  been  nearly  converted  before  by 
Bossuet  at  Paris.  Christian  V.  who  wished  to  fix  him  at 
Copenhagen,  made  him  professor  of  anatomy,  and  gave  him 
permission  to  exercise  the  religion  he  had  adopted.  But 
his  change  produced  disagreeable  effects  in  his  own  coun- 
try, and  he  returned  to  Italy :  where,  after  a  time,  he  be- 
came an  ecclesiastic,  and  was  named  by  the  pope  his  apos- 
tolical vicar  for  the  North,  with  the  title  of  bishop  of  Titi- 
opolis  in  Greece.  He  became  now  a  missionary  in  Ger- 
many, and  died  at  Swerm  in  1686.  He  made  several  dis- 
coveries in  anatomy,  and  his  works  that  are  extant  are 
chiefly  on  medical  subjects,  as  1.  "  Elementoru^  Myolo- 
gi«  Specimen,*'  Leyden,  1667, 12mo.     2.  "A  Treatbe  on 
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tbe  Anatomy  of  the  Braiii,^'  in  Latin,  Paris,  1669 ;  and 
Leyden,  1671.  He  also  wrote  a  part  of  the  Anatomical 
Exposition  of  Winslow,  to  whom  he  was  great  uncle. ^ 

STENWYCK,orSTEENWYCK  (Henry),  called The^ 
Old,  was  born  at  Steenwyck,  in  1550,  and  was  the  disciple 
of  John  de  Vries,  who  excelled  in  painting  architecture 
and  perspective.  In  imitation  of  the  style  of  his  master^ 
Stenwyck  chose  the  same  subjects  ;^  but  surpassed  him  and 
all  his  contemporaries,  in  the  truth,  neatness,  transparence^ 
and  delicacy,  of  his  pictures.  His  subjects  were  the  insides 
of  superb  churches  and  convents,  of  Gothic  architecture, 
and  generally  views  of  them  by  night,  when  they  were  illu- 
minated by  flambeaux,  tapers,  or  a  number  of  candles  fixed 
in  magnificent  lustres,  or  sconces.  He  was  a  thorough 
master  of  the  true  principles  of  the  chiaroscuro,  and  dis- 
tributed his  lights  and  shadows  with  such  judgment,  as  to 
produce  the  most  astonishing  effects;  but  as  he  was  not 
expert  at  designing  figures,  those  that  appear  in  any  of  his 
compositions  were  inserted  by  Brueghel^  Van  Tulden,  and 
other  eminent  artists.  The  genuine  pictures  of  this  mas- 
ter, who  died  in  1603,  aged  fifty-three,  are  extremely 
scarce,  and  very  highly  prized  in  every  part  of  Europe.* 

STENWYCK,  or  STEENWYCK  (Henry),  the  Younq, 
son  of  the  preceding,  was  born  about  1589,  and,  by  stu- 
dying the  works  of  his  father  from  his  infancy,  and  also  re- 
ceiving excellent  directions  from  him,  he  adopted  the  same 
manner  and  style;  and,  by  some  very  competent  judges, 
was  thought  to  have  often  equalled,  if  not  surpassed,  bis 
father.  Vandyck,  who  admired  his  works,  introduced  him 
to  the  court  of  king  Charles  I.  where  he  met  with  such  a 
degree  of  encouragement  as  was  due  to  his  extraordinary 
talents,  and  found  employment  in  England  for  several 
years.  His  usual  subjects  were  the  insides  of  churches  and 
grand  edifices;  but  at  last  he  quitted  the  dark  manner," 
which  he  had  originally  acquired  by  imitating  the  manner 
of  his  father.  He  sometimes  painted  the  back  grounds  of 
Vandyck's  portraits,  as  often  as  they  required  ornamental 
architecture ;  and  it  is  the  portrait  of  the  younger  Stenwyck 
which  was  painted  by  Vandyck,  and  perpetuated , by  bis 
hand  among  the  distinguished  artists  of  his  time.  He  died 
at  London,  but  when  is  not  known ;  and  his  widow,  who 

1  Fabrooi  Vit«  Italomnu — Life  by  Maniii,  published  in  1775.— B!o]r>  Diet. 
Hitt.  de  Medecine. 
«  AtgenriWe,  vol.  III.^  PUkingtoo. 
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practised  perspective  painting  during  the  life  of  ber  bss- 
band,  retired  after  his  death  to  Amsterdam^  where  she  foU 
lowed  that  profession,  and  painted  in  the  style  of  her  bus- 
band  and  his  father  with  great  credit ;  and  as  her  works 
were  generally  esteemed,  she  was  enabled  to  live  in  afflu-^ 
ence  and  honour. ' 

STEPHANUS  of  Byzantium,  an  able  grammarian, 
lived  at  Constantinople  towards  the  end  of  the  fifth,  or  the 
beginning  of  the  sixth -century.  He  composed  a  geogra- 
phical dictionary,  which  comprized,  not  only  the  names 
of  places,  and  those  of  their  inhabiunts,  the  origin  of  ci- 
ties, population,  colonies,  &c.  but  also  historical,  mytho- 
logical, and  grammatical  illustrations.  There  remains 
only  of  this  work  a  very  indifferent  extract  or  abridgment^ 
made  by  Hermolaus,  a  grammarian,  and  dedicated  by  him 
to  the  emperor  Justinian.  A  fragment,  indeed,  has  been 
recovered,  which  contains  tlie  article  Dodona  and  some 
others,  enough  to  make  us  regret  the  loss  of  the  entire 
work. 

Hermolaus's  Abridgment  was  first  printed  at  the  Aldine 
press  in  1502,  folio;  and  other  editions  followed  of  the 
Greek  only.  Pinedo,  a  Portuguese  Jew,  was  the  first  who 
published  a  Greek  and  Latin  edition,  Amst.  1678,  folio; 
but  some  copies  have  a  new  title-page  with  the  date  1725.. 
In  the  mean  time,  Berkelius  had  begun  his  labours  on  this 
author,  and.  had  published  at  Leyden  in  1674,  8vo,  the 
fragment  above  mentioned,  which  Ternulius  bad  printed 
in  1669,  4to;  and  to  this  Berkelius  added  a  Latin  transla* 
tion  and  commentary,  the  Periplus  of  Hanuo,  and  the 
monument  of  Adulis.  In  1681  James  Gronovius  published 
a  new  edition  of  this  fragment,  with  a  triple  Latin  version 
and  notes,  reprinted,  and  somewhat  more  correctly,  by 
Montfaucon  in  his  '^  Bibliotbeca  Cosliniana."  Hyckius  also 
published  the  posthumous  remarks  of  Lucas  Holstenius  on 
Stephanusof  Byzantium,  at  Leyden,  1684,  folio.  At  length 
Berkelius  closed  his  labours  by  sending  to  the  press  at  Ley- 
den his  Greek  and  Latin  edition  in  1688,  folio.  In  this  be 
gave  a  new  translation,  an  amended  text,  and  a  very 
learned  commentary ;  but  dying  before  the  work  was  printed, 
Gronovius  undertook  the  task,  and  made  some  valuable  ad- 
ditions.    It  was  repriiued  in  1694.* 

»  Argenville,  vo!.  III.— Pi Ikiogtoo.—Wal pole's  Aoecd&tes.  * 

«  Vowiuri  lie  Hist.  Crac. — Fabric.  JJibl.  Orac.-— Saxii  Ouoinast.— -Biog.  Uai- 
««'rte!l«i  ait.  Kiiennv. 
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STEPHANUS  (Henry),  or  familiatly  in  this  country 
Stephens,  and  in  France  Estienne,  the  6r8t  of  an  illus* 
trious  family  of  printers,  was  born  at  Paris  in  1470;  and 
began  the  business  of  printing  about  1503,  iq  which  year 
appeared  the  abridgment  of  the  Arithmetic  of  Boethius, 
which  is  the  first  work  known  to  have  issued  from  his  press. 
His  printing-house  was  in  the  rue  de  Tecole  de  Droit,  and 
his  mark  the  oU  arms  of  the  university,  with  the  device, 
plus  old  quam  vini.  His  great  object  was  correctness,  and 
besides  reading  the  proofs  himself  with  the  greatest  care, 
he  submitted  them  to  the  learned  men  who  visited  him. 
If,  notwithsunding  these  pains,  any  mistakes  occurred,  be 
informed  the  reader,  by  an  "errata,'*  an  attention  which 
he  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  who  paid.  He  died  at  Pa- 
ris, according  to  his  biographers,  July  24,  1520  ;  but  this 
has  been  doubted,  as  not  agreeing  with  the  date  of  the  last 
work  be  printed.  He  left  three  sons,  all  printers,  Francis, 
Robert,  and  Charles.  His  widow  married  Simon  deColines, 
or  ColinsBus,  his  partner.  Among  the  works  be  executed, 
which  are  in  greatest  request,  are  the  "  Psalterium  quin- 
tuplex,"  1509  and  1513  ;  the  "  Itincrarium"  of  Antoninus, 
1512,  and  Mara  "  Pe  Tribus  fugiendb,"  &c.> 

STEPHANUS  (Francis),  the  eldest  son  of  the  prece- 
ding, was  employed  in  printing  with  his  step-father  de  Co- 
lines.  The  ^<  Vinetum"  of  Charles  Stephens,  1537,  is  the 
first  work  to  which  we  see  his  name ;  and  the  last  is  the 
<<  Andria*^  of  Terence,  in  1547.  He  sometimes  used  his 
father's  mark,  but  occasionally  one  of  his  own,  a  golden 
vase  placed  on  a  book,  and  surmounted  by  a  vine-branch 
%vith  fruit.  He  never  was  married,  and  Maittaire  is  mis- 
taken in  saying  he  had  a  son  of  the  same  names,  who  was  a 
printer  in  1570.  That  Francis  was  the  son  of  Robert,  and 
nephew  to  the  subject  of  this  short  article*  * 

STEPHANUS  (Robert),  the  most  celebrated  printer 
of  this  family,  was  the  second  son  of  Henry,  and  born  at 
Paris  in  1503.  He  had  a  liberal  education,  and  made  very 
great  progress  in  learning,  particularly  in  the  classical 
languages,  and  in  the  Hebrew.  After  bis  father's  death 
he  worked  for  some  years  in  partnership  with  De  Colines, 
who  entrusted  him  with  the  care  of  the  business.  It  was 
during  these  years  (in  1522)  that  he  published  an  edition 
of  the  New  Testament,  more  correct,  and  in  a  more  con- 
venient size,  than  any  which  had  preceded  it.     It  had  a 

1  Vita  Stcphanorum  k  Maittake.— Biog.  Unit tntlW.  *  Ihli. 
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very  quick  sale,  which  alarmed  the  doctors  of  the  Sorbonne, 
who  could  not  be  reconciled  to  the  circulation  of  a  work 
from  which  the  reformers  drew  their  most  powerful  argu*  . 
meiits;  but  still  they  could  not  find  even  a  plausible 
pretext  for  requiring  that  it  should  be  suppressed,  and 
therefore  concealed  their  indignation  until  a  more  favour- 
able opportunity  ^, 

Robiei^  Stephens  married  Petronilla,  the  daughter  of  the 
celebrated  printer  Jodocus  Badius,  a  lady  of  learned  ac- 
complishments. She  herself  taught  Latin  to  her  children 
and  servants,  and  with  such  success  that  there  was  not  a 
person  in  Robertas  bouse  who  did  not  understand  and  speak  . 
that  language.  In  1526,  Robert  dissolved  partnership 
with  de  Colinesi  and  set  up  a  printing- establishment  of 
'  his  own  in  the  same  part  of  the  city  where  his  father  had 
lived.  The  first  work  which  issued  from  his  press  was  Ci-' 
cero  **De  Partitionibus  Oratoriis,"  in  1527;  and  from 
that  year  to  his  death,  there  seldom  passed  a  year  in  which 
be  d^d  not  produce  some  new  editions  of  the  classics,  su- 
perior to  all  that  bad  preceded,  and  for  the  most  part  en- 
riched with  notes  and  valuable  prefaces.  So  attentive  was 
he  to  the  business  of  correction,  that  he  used  to  fix  up  his 
proof  sheets  in  some  conspicuous  place,  with  offers  of  re- 
ward to  those  who  couM  detect  a  blunder.  For  some  tim^ 
be  used  the  same  types  with  his  father  and  his  late  partner, 
but  in  1532  he  had  a  new  and  elegant  fount  cast,  which 
he  first  used  for  bis  edition  of  the  Latin  Bible,  dated  that 
year.  He,  indeed,  neglected  nothing  that  could  make 
this  a  chef- d' ecu vre  of  the  art ;  and  not  only  collated  the 
text  most  carefully  with  tw6  manuscripts,  one  at  St.  Ger- 
main-des-Pres,  and  the  other  at  St.  Denis,  but  consulted 
the  ablest  divines,  sought  their  advice,  and  obtained  their 
approbation.  But  this  edition  gave  his  old  enemies,  the 
doctors  of  the  Sorbonne,  an  opportunity  to  renew  their 
bigoted  opposition  to  the  circulation  of  the  Scriptures;  and 
if  tbe  king,  Francis  L  who  had  a  great  value  for  Robert, 
bad  not  protected  him  against  their  violence,  he  would 
probably  at  this  time  have  been  obliged  to  quit  his  native 
country.  Still  the  love. of  peace,  and  of  a  quiet  life,  to 
execute  his  undertakings,  induced  htm  to  submit  so  far  to 
these  gentlemen,  that  he  promised  to  print  no  work  in 
future  without  the  consent  of  tbe  Sorbonne.  He  soon  after 
published  the  first  edition  of  his  **  Thesaurus  Linguae  La^ 

*  Maitiaift  does  not  mentioo  m»j  edition  of  the  New  Testadieat  by  R.  Ste- 
phen** ^•^f  that  of  1541. 
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tiosp/'  on  which  be  bad  been  employed  many  yeari^  aided 
by  various  learned  men ;  but  although  be  had  great  auccess^ 
he  never  ceased  to  improve  each  edition  until  he  made  it 
the  first  and  most  correct  work  of  the  kind.  In  1 539  be 
was.appointed  king's  pruiter  of  Latin  and  Hebrew ;  and 
it  was  at  his  suggestion  that  Francis  I.  caused  those  beauti« 
ful  types  to  be  cast  by  Garamond,  which  are  stUl  in  the 
royal  printing-office  of  Paris. 

These  favours,  however  honourable  to  the  king's  taste 
and  discernment,  were  ultimately  of  disadvantage  to  Ro« 
bert,  by  exciting  the  jealousy  of  the  Sorbonuists,  who  could 
not  endure  that  his  majesty  should  bestow  his  confidence 
on  a  man  whom  they  suspected  of  being  unsound  in  the 
faith,  and  therefore  sought  occasion  to  conviot-  bim  of 
heresy.  Grounds  for  this  they  thought  were  to  be  found 
in  the  new  edition  of  the  Bible  which  Robert  published  in 
1545,  and  which  had  a  double  Latin  version,  and  the  notes 
of  Vatablus.  Leo  Juda,  well  known  to  be  a  Zuinglian, 
was  the  translator  of  one  of  these  versions ;  and  they  far- 
ther alleged  that  Robert  had  corrupted  the  notes  of  Vata- 
blus. This  was,  in  those  days,  a  serious  accusation,  and 
the  king  had  again  to  interpose' between  him  and  his  ene- 
mies. His  majesty  4ied  about  this  time,  and  Robert,  as  a 
mark  of  gratitude,  printed  with  particular  care,  Ducha- 
tel's  funeral  oration  on  Francis  L  in  which  that  orator  hap- 
pened to  say  that  the  king  was  **  translated  from  the  pre« 
sent  life  to  eternal  glory.''  This  expression,  although 
common  in  every  eologium  of  the  kind,  was  now  made  the 
subject  of  an  accusation  by  the  Sorbonnists,  who  asserted 
that  it  was  contrary  to  the  doctrine  of  the  church  respect- 
ing purgatory.  Robert,  therefore,  soon  perceived  that  he 
couid  no  longer  depend  on  the  protection  he  had  hitherto 
received,  and  after  some  years  struggling  against  the  ma- 
chinations of  his  enemies,  determined  to  remove  to  Ge« 
neva  with  ^is  family.  He  accordin^/ly  took  bis  leave  of 
Paris,  and  arrived  at  Geneva  in  the  beginning  of  1552. 
There  he  printed  the  same  year,  in  partnership  with  his 
brother-in-law  Conrad  Radius,  the  New  Testament  in 
French*  He  afterwards  set  up  a  printing-  house  of  his  own^ 
from  which  some  vakiable  works  issued.  He  was  chosen  a 
burgher  of  Geneva  in  1556^  and  died  there  Sept.  7,  1559. 
Robert  is  said  to  .have  been  a  man  of  a  firm  and  decided 
character ;  but  it  has  been  objected  by  his  popish  biogra- 
phers, thift  be  iid  not  allow  that  liberty  to  others  which  ha 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


574  S  T  E  P  H  A  N  U  S. 

had  taken  bimtelf,  and  that  he  disinherited  one  of  hia 
children  for  not  embracing  the  reformed  religion.     Beza, 
Dorat,  and  St.  Marthe,  have  given  bim  the  highest  charac* 
ter.    Tbuanus  places  him  above  Aldus  Manutius,  and  Fro* 
ben,  and  asserts  that  the  Christian  world  was  more  indebted 
to  bim  than  to  all  the  great  conquerors  it  bad  produced, 
and  that  he  contributed  more  to  immortalize  the  reign  of 
Francis  I.  than  all  the  renowned  actions  of  that  prince. 
His  mark  was  an  olive  with  branches,  and  the  device,  Ndi 
altutn  saperCy  to  which  sometimes  were  added  the  words  sed 
time.     The  works  he  executed  aa  King's  printer,    are 
marked  with  a  lance,  round  which  a  serpent  is  entwined, 
and  a  branch  of  olive,  and  underneath  a  verse  of  Homer, 
'^  Ba^VM  rayc^  ufcikfn  rmx/M*^ — ^^  to  the  good  king  and  the 
valiant  soldier."     All  the  printers  who  afterwards   were 
permitted  to  use  the  royal  Greek  types  adopted  the  same 
emblems.    The  works  which  he  printed  at  Geneva  are 
marked  only  with  the  olive,  and  these  words,  Oliva  Roberti 
Stephani.    It  was  not  Robert,  however,  *as  has  been  com* . 
monly  said,  who  first  divided  the  Bible  into  verses,  which 
he  is  said  to  have  done  inter  equiiandum,  while  riding  from 
Paris  to  Lyons.    That  mode  of  division  had  been  used  in 
the  Latin  Bible  of  Pagninus  in  1527,  4to,  in  the  **  Psalte- 
rium  quintuplex,*'  1509,  and   in   other  works.     Another 
report  concerning  him  is  untrue,  namely,  that  when  he 
left  Paris,  he  carried  with  him  the  Greek  types  belonging 

'  to  the  royal  printing-house.  The  fact  seems  to  have  been 
that  the  matrices  employed  in  casting  those  types  were 
already  at  Geneva,  and  were  the  property  of  the  family  of 
Robert,  and  probably  given  to  bim  by  Francis  I.;  for  when 
the  French  clergy  in  1619  were  about  to  reprint  the  Greek 
fathers,  they  requested  that  the  king  would  demand  of  the 
state  of  Geneva  the  matrices  used  in  casting  the  Greek 
types  for  Francis  I.  The  answer  was,  that  they  might  be 
bought  for  the  sum  of  3000  livres,  to  be  paid  either  to  the 
eitate  of  Geneva,  or  to  the  heirs  of  Robert  Stephens. 

Among  the  finest  editions  from  the  press  of  Robert  are, 
1.  His  Hebrew  Bibles,  4  vols.  4to,  and  8  vols.  16mo.  2. 
The  Latin  Bible,  1538—40,  fol.  of  which  the  large  paper 
copies  are  principally  valued.     3.  The  Greek  New  Testfet- 

-  ment,  1530,  fbl.  one  of  the  most  beautiful  books  ever 
printed ;  to  which  may  be  added  the  small  editions  of  1546 
and  1549,  usually  called  the  O  mtrijficam,  the  first  two 
words  of  the  prefoce.    That  of  1549  is  the  most  correct^ 
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4.  A'  Historise  ecclesiasticoe  scriptoreS)  Eusebii  preparatio 
et  demonstratk)  evangelica,*'  Gr.  1544,  2  vols,  fol :  this  it 
the  first  work  published  with  Garamond^s  new  Greek  types. 

5.  The  works  of  Cicero,  Terence,  Plautus,  &c.  &c. 
Besides  the  prefaces  and  notes  with  which  Robei't  intro- 
duced or  illustrated  various  works,  he  is  deemed  the  author 
of  the  following :  1.  *^  Thesaurus  Linguae  Latinse/'  before 
mentioned,  which  has  been  often  reprinted.  One  of  the 
best  of  the  modern  editions  is  that  of  London,  1734 — 5,  4 
vols.  fol.  and  the  last  is  Gresraer's,  Leipsic,  1749,  4  volii'. 
fol.  2.  ^  Dicttonarium  Latino-Gallicum,''  Paris,  1543,  2. 
vols.  fol.  He  published  an  abridgment  of  this  for  young 
people.  3.  *^  Ad  censuras  Tbeologonim  Parisiensium  qui- 
bus  Biblia  a  Roberto  Stephano.excusa  calumniose  notarunt, 
responsio,"  Geneva,  1552,  8vo.  The  same  year  a  French 
edition  of  this  was  published ;  it  forms  a  very  able  answer 
to  the  calumnies  of  bis  enemies  the  Sorbonnists.  4.  **  Gal- 
licas  grammatices  libellus,*'  ibid.  1558,  8vo,  and  a  **  Gram- 
maire  Fran^aise,'^  1558,  8vo.  He  intended  to  have  pub- 
lished a  commentary  on  the  Bible,  and  had  engaged  the 
assistance  of  the  celebrated  divine  Marlorat ;  he  also  bad 
projected  a  Greek  Thesaurus,  but  the  honour  of  that  work 
was  reserved  for  his  son  Henry,  to  whom  he  gave  what 
materials  he  bad  collecied.  Robert  had  several  sons,  of 
whom  Henry,  Robert,  and  Francis,  will  be  noticed  here- 
after, and  a  daughter,  Catherine,  who  was^married  to  Jac- 
quelin,  a  royal  notary  of  Paris. ' 

STEPHANUS  (Charles),  brother  to  the  preceding, 
and  third  sdn  of  Henry,  the  founder  of  the  family,  re- 
ceived also  a  liberal  education,  and  afterwards  studied  me- 
dicine, and  was  received  as  a  doctor  of  the  faculty  of  Paris. 
Lazarus  Baif  engaged  him  to  be  tutor  to  bis  son,  and  like- 
wise to  accompany  him  in  bis  embassies  to  Germany  and 
Italy,  that  he  might  continue  to  instruct  his  pupil.  Dur- 
ing his  being  at  Venice,  be  formed  a  friendship  with  Paul 
Manutius,  who  speaks  of  bim  in  some  of  his  letters,  in 
very  honourable  terms.  It  was  not  until  1551  that  he  be- 
gan the  business  of  printing,  and  his  first  work  was  an  edi- 
dttion  of  <<  Appian'*  from  manuscripts  in  the  royal  library, 
and  executed  with  Garamond's  types.  He  appears  also  to 
have  been  honoured  with  the  title  of  king's  printer.  John 
Alaumbnt,  in  ^  letter  to  Scaliger,  represents  Charles  Ste- 

>  Maittairt.«*Bio(.  Ubit.— Chaufepie. 
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pbens  M  an  svaiicious  man,  jealoua  of  bis  brethren  and 
even  of  bis  oepbews,  whom  be  endeavoured  to  injure  on 
every  occasion.  He  was,  however,  unsuccessful  in  busi. 
ness,  and  was  imprisoned  for  debt  in  the  Cbarelet  in  156 1, 
aud  died  there  in  1564.  Maittaire  says  tbat  the  hue  edi- 
tions of  Charles  Stepliens  have  never  been  surpassed,  that 
in  point  of  erudition  he  was  not  inferior  to  tbe  most  learned 
printers,  and  that  in  his  short  space  few  of  them  printed 
ttore  books.  Among  the  most  valuable  are,  1.  ^^  De  re 
vestiaria,  de  vasculis  ex  Bayfio  excerpt."  Paris,  \5'65^  Svo« 
2.  ^  Abreg^  de  THistoire  des  vicomtes  et  dues  de  Milan,'* 
1552,  4tOy  with  portraits.  3.  ^'  Paradoxes  ou  propos  con- 
tre  la  commune  opinion,  debattus  en  forme  de  declama- 
tions forenses,  pour  exciter  les  jAines  esprits  en  causes 
difficiles,*'  Paris,  1554,  8vo,  a  very  rare  work  and  an  imi-* 
tation  of  tbe  ^'  Paradossi'*  of  Ortensio  Lando.  4.  **  Dic- 
tionarkim  Latino-Grsecum,"  ibid.  1554,  4to,  compiled,  aa 
tbe  anther  allows,  for  the  most  part,  from  the  notes  of  G« 
Buddssus.  5.  ^^  Dictionarium  Latino-Gallicum,"  ibid.  1570, 
fol.  the  best  and  most  complete  edition,  but  not  a  work  in 
much  demand.  6.  *^  Preedium  rusticum,  &c '*  ibid.  1554, 
Svo.  Of  this  he  published  a  French  translation  under  the 
title  of  **  Agriculture  et  Maison  rustique,  de  M.  Charlea 
£%iienne,"  and  it  has  been  since  translated  into  Italian, 
German,  English,  &o.  7.  ^*  Thesaurus  Ciceronis,"  ibid. 
1556,  fol.  This  work,  whatever  its  noerit,  was  a  most  un-* 
fortunate  speculation,  as  the  expences  attending  it  obliged 
bim  to  borrow  targe  sums,  for  which  be  was  at  la^t  arrested. 
8.  <<  Dictionarium  Historico-geograpbico-poeticum,"  Ge* 
neva,  1566,  4to.  This  did  not  appear  until  after  his  death. 
It  was  much  improved  by  subsequent. editors  to  a  large 
folio,  whence  it  was  translated  into  English  by  Lloyd^ 
and  twice  published  at  Oxford  in  1670,  and  at  London  in 
1686. 

Cbarles  Stephens  was  the  author  also  of  some  profet« 
sional  treatises,  and  had  the  credit  of  making  some  disco- 
veries in  anatomy.  He  bad  a  learned  daughter,  who  was 
married  to  John  Liebaut,  who  published  an  improved  edi- 
tion of  the  <^  Predium  Rusticum."  She  spoke  and  wrote 
weli  ii^  several  languages,  and  was  celebrated  for  her  poe*> 
tical  talents,  but  none  of  her  productions  have  been  piib« 
lisbed.  ^ 


timt, 


t  MtitUire,— Niceton,  toI.  XXXVI.--Biog.  Unir.— Elojr  Diet  Hiit  deMed#^ 
le. 
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STEPHANUS  (HEMgY),  the  second  of  tbe  name^  and 
the  eldest  son  of  Robert,  was  born  at  Paris  in  U28,  and 
from  bis  infancy  gaye  every  promise  of  perpetuating  the  ho* 
nours  of  the  family.  His  father,  not  having  it  in  bis  power 
to  superintend  his  education  as  he  wished,  entrusted  that 
care  to  an  able  tutor,  who  w^s  to  instruct  him  in  the  ele« 
ments  of  grammar.  At  this  time  his  tutor,  in  his  ordinary 
course,  was  teaching  his  other  pupils  the  Medea  of  Euri- 
pides, and  Henry  was  so  captivated  with  the  sweetness  and 
harmony  of  the  Greek  language,  that  be  resolved  imme* 
diateiy  to  learn  it.  His  tutor,  however,  objected  to  this, 
as  he  thought  that  the  Latin  should  always  precede  the 
Greek,  in  a  course  of  education ;  but  Henry's  father  being 
of  a  different  opinion,  he  was  allowed  to  follow  his  inclina- 
tion, and  bis  progress  corresponded  to  the  enthusiasm  with 
which  he  entered  on  this  language.  A  few  days  were  suf- 
ficient for  the  Greek  grammar,  and  Euripides  being  then 
put  into  his  hands,  he  read  it  with  avidity,  and  could  repeat 
most  of  tbe  plays,  even  before  be  bad  become  a  thorough 
master  of  tbe  language.  He  afterwards  perfected  himself 
in  Greek  under  Tumebus  and  other  eminent  scholars,  and  at 
the  same  time  did  not  neglect  to  make  himself  acquainted 
with  the  Latin,  as  may  appear  by  the  notes  he  published 
on  Horace,  when  be  was  only  twenty  years  of  age.  He 
also  studied  arithmetic,  geometry,  and  even  judicial  astro* 
logy,  then  very  fashionable,  but  he  is  said  to  have  very 
soon  discovered  its  absurdity. 

In  1547  he  went  to  Italy  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  the 
libraries  knd  collating  the  MS  copies  o€  ancient  auth6rs» 
whose  works  he  intended  to  publish.  He  probably  passed 
several  years  in  this  purciuit,  as  he  himself  informs  us  that 
he  remained  three  years  at  Florence,  Rome,  Naples,  and 
Venice.  -  Among  the  treasures  he  thus  amassed,  were  the 
**  Hypotypotes"  of  Sextus  E^npiricus,  some  parts  of  Ap- 
pian's  history,  the  odes  of  Anacreon,  &c.  before  his  re- 
turn home  he  visited  England  and  tbe  Netherlands.  He 
learnt  Spanish  in  Flanders,  as  he  had  before  lesrnt  Italian 
at  Florence,  and  arrived  at  Paris  in  1551,  which  be  found 
bis  father  ready  to  quit  for  Geneva,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
persecution  of  the  doctors  of  the  Sorbonne.  It  appears 
that  Henry  accompaeiied  his  father  in  his  esile,  but  was 
on  his  return  to  Paris  in  1554.  He  presented  a  petition  to 
the  Sorbonne  that  he  might  be  allowed  to  esublisb  a  print* 
mg-otEice,  and  added  to  his  request  tbe  privilege  which 
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Franeis  I.  bad  granted  to  his  fatJier,  and  soon  after  pub- 
lished bis  edition  of  Anacreon  ;  at  least  this  bears  his  name, 
but  some  suppose  it  was  printed  in  the  bouse  of  Charles 
Stephens,  and  that  Henry  had  not  an  establisfaoient  of  his 
own  before  1557.  Towards  the  end  of  1554  he  was  at 
Rome,  and  went  thence  to  Naples  to  endeavour  to  obtain 
those  passports  which  the  French  ambassador,  Odet  de 
Selves,  demanded  of  him,  and  it  is  said  that  he  escaped  an 
ignominious  death  by  his  iacility  in  speaking  Italian.  He 
then  went  to  Venice,  to  collate  some  valuable  MSS.  of 
Xenophon  and  Diogenes  Laertius.  It  was  therefore  about 
the  beginning  of  1557  that  he  published  some  of  those 
works  which  he  had  obtained  with  so  much  pains  and  risk. 
The  great  expences  he  had  incurred,  would  at  this  time 
have  ruined  him,  if  Ulrick  Fugger,  an  opulent  patron  of 
literature,  had  not  advanced  him  the  money  necessary  to 
carry  on  the  business.  Henry,  out  of  gratitude,  took  the 
title  of  printer  to  this  benefactor,  '*  Illustris  viri  'Huldriei 
Fuggeri  typographus,"  which  he  continued  as  long  as  the 
latter  lived. 

In  1559  his  father  died,  which  appears  to  have  thrown 
him  into  melancholy,  which  his  friends  did  every  thing  in 
their  power  to  dissipate,  and  among  other  schemes  recom- 
mended him  to  marry.  He  accordingly  married  a  lady  of 
the  family  of  Schrimg^er,  whom  he  often  praises  for  the 
sweetness  of  her  disposition.  His  health  and  tranqoiltity 
being  now  restored,  he  applied  himself  to  business  with 
his  usual  activity.  His  father  had  appointed  him  his  exe- 
cutor, and  recommended  the  care  of  his  brothers,  which 
appears  to  have  been  attended  with  some  trouble  and  vex- 
ation. Another  source  of  trouble  arose  from  his  having 
made  a  public  profession  of  his  adherence  to  the  reformed 
religion.  This  made  him  in  continual  fear  of  being  obliged 
to  quit  his  business  at  Paris,  and  for  such  fear  he  had  an 
additional  reason,  having  written  a  French  translation  of 
Herodotus,  to  which  he  added  a  collection  of  anecdotes, 
satirical  remarks,  and  epigrams  against  priests  and  monks, 
and  he  well  knew  his  danger,  if  he  should  be  known  as  the 
author. 

Id  our  account  of  Robert  Stephens,  we  mentioned  his 
intention  of  publishing  a  Greek  Thesaurus :  this  was  now 
accomplished  by  his  son,  after  twelve  years  incessant  la- 
bour, and  is  alone  a  sufficient  monument  of  his  erudition. 
The  learned  bestowed  the  highest  commendation^  but  t^« 
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great  price  whieb  he  was  obliged  to  fix  upon  it  to  indemnify 
himself  is  said  to  have  retarded  the  sale,  and  be  was  still  a 
more  serious  sufferer  by  the  plagiarism  of  Scapula  (See 
Scapula),  which  indeed  completed  his  ruin.  He  was  not, 
however,  without  friends  or  resources.  He  went  after  thii 
affair  into  Germany,  and  although  he  had  been  neglected 
by  his  countrymen,  did  not  cease  by  Iris  writings  to  do 
honour  to  France  in  foreign  countries.  This  conduct  re- 
commended him  to  the  favour  of  Henry  III.  who  gave  him 
a  present  of  3000  livres  for  his  work  on  the  excellence  of 
the  French  language,  and  a  pension  of  300  livres  to  assist 
him  in  collating  manuscripts,  He  also  invited  him  to  re^ 
side  at  his  court,  often  admitted  him  into  his  councils,  and 
gave  him  grants  for  considerable  sums;  but  these  sums 
were  either  ill-paid,  or  not  sufficient  to  extricate  our  au- 
thor from  his  difficulties,  and  he  resolved  therefore  to  leave 
the  court.  He  now  commenced  a  kind  of  wandering  life, 
residing  for  short  spaces  of  time  at  Orleans,  Paris,  Franc- 
fort,  Geneva,  and  Lyons,  and  exhausting  bis  poor  finances. 
Daring  the  last  journey  he  made  to  Lyons,  he  was  seized 
with  sickness,  and  carried  to  the  hospital,  where  he  died 
in  the  month  of  March,  1598,  after  having  been  for  some 
time  in  a  state  of  derangement. 

Such  was  the  melancholy  end  of  one  of  the  most  learned 
men  of  his  time,  and  one  of  the  greatest  benefactors  to^i^ 
terature.  The  unfortunate  circumstances  of  his  life  pre- 
vented him  from  bestowing  the  ^^me  attention  which  his 
father  had  to  the  typographical  beauty  of  the  works  which 
issued  from  his  press;  but  be  published  a  great  many  which 
do  not  yield  to  Robert's  in  point  of  correctness.  To  all  bis 
editions  he  prefixed  learned  prefaces,  illustrated  them 
by  short  and  jndicious  notes,  and  they  have  generally 
formed  the  basis  of  all  future  reprints.  Some  modern  cri- 
tics^ of  Germany  chiefly,  have  attacked  his  fidelity  as  an 
editor,  and  accused  him  of  having  introduced  readings  not 
justified  by  the  authority  of  manuscripts;  but  he  has  been 
.  very  ably  defended  against  this  charge  by  Wyttembach,  in 
the  preface  to  his  edition 'of  Plutarch's  morals.  Henry  had 
great  facility  in  writing  Latin  poetry,  which  he  often  com« 
posed  almost  extempore,  while  walking,  riding,  or  con« 
versing  with  his  friends.  He  had  a  correspondei^e  with 
all  the  learned  of  Europe;  but  bad  some  little  alloy  in  his 
character.  He  was  rather  impatient  of  contradiction,  and 
too  frequently  indulged  his  epigrammatic  turn  at  the  ex* 
pence  of  those  who  could  not  accede  to  bis  opinions. 
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Among  tbe  aooieot  authors  wbicb  be  publisbed,  with* 
notes,  we  may  mention  the  ^^  Poet,  Gra^i,  principes  be* 
roici  carmini^,"  1566,  fol,  a  magnificent  collection,  which 
is  every  day  rising  in  price;  ^^  Pindari  et  ceterorum  octo 
Griecoram  carmina/'  1660,  1566,  1586,  24aK>:  to  these 
we  nSay  add  Maximus  Tyrius,  Diodoni^,  Xenppbon,  Thu- 
cydides,  Herodotus,  Sophocles,  ^chylus,  Diogenes  La- 
ertius,'  Pluurch,  Apollotiius  Khodius,  Callimachus,  Plato, 
Herodian,  .and  Appi^n  ;  Horace,  Virgil,  tbe  younger  Pliny, 
Aulus  Qellius,  Macfobius,  apd  a  collection  of  tbe  Latin 
historians ;  but  bis  taste  most  inclined  to  Greek  literature, 
and  from  that  language  he  has  furnished  us  with  Latin 
translations  of  Anacreon,  Theocritus,  Bion  and  Moscbus, 
Pindar,  Sextus  Empiricus;  .Sscbylus,  Sophocles,  /Sic«  j^c: 
and  all  his  translations,  extensive  as  they  are,  are  allowed 
to  be  excellent. 

,  Tbe  most  valued  of  his  own  works,  original  or  compiled, 
are,  1.  ^'Ciceronianum  Lexicon  GrsBco-Latinum,''  Paris, 
1557,  ^ro.  2.  "  In  Ciceronis  quamplurimos  locos  casU- 
gationes,"  ibid.  1557,  8vo  ;  this  is  usually  printed  with  the 
former.  3.  ^^  Admonitio  de  abusu  linguss  Grsecs  in  qui- 
busdam  vocibus  quas  Latina  usurpat,"  1563,  dvo;  oftfaia 
there  was  a  new  edition  by  Koloff  and  Kromayer,  Berlin^ 
1736,  Svo.  4.  *^  Fragmenta  poetarum  veterum  Latinorum, 
quorum  opera  non  extant,^'  1564,  8vo.  5.  *'  Dictionanum 
medicum,"  1564,  8to.  6.  *<  Introduction  au  traitd  de  la 
conformity  des  merveilles  anciennes  avec  les  mpdernes,  on 
Traits  preparatif  k  Tapologie  pour  Herodote,^  1566,  8vo, 
of  great  rarity  and  value,  and  the  only  edition  in  which  tbe 
text  was  not  altered,  as  was  ^he  case  in  the  subsequent  ones, 
of  which  there  were  about  twelve  before  1607.  Ducbet 
published  a  new  edition  at  tbe  Hague  in  1733,  3  vols.  8vo. 
We  have  mentioned  the  autbor^s  fears  respecting  bis  being 
known  to  have  written  it,  but  in  fact  be  never  wag  dis- 
covered, nor  is  there  any  truth  in  the  story  of  bis  having 
been  obliged  to  fly  from  tbe  city,  and  take  refuge  in  the 
mountains  of  A uvergne.  7.  ^*Trait£de  la  conformity  du 
langage  Fran9ois  avec  le  Grec,'*  8vo,  without  date.  The 
second  edition,  of  Paris,  1569,  was  cancelled  in  some 
places,  which  makes  the  other  the  more  valuable.  8.  *'  Ar- 
tis  typographies  querimonia  de  illiteratis  quibtisdam  typo-* 
graphis,''  1569,  4to.  This  little  poem,  for  such  it  is,  baa 
been  added  to  those  published  by  Almeloveen  and  Maiitatre, 
ai)d  there  is  a  recent  edition  by  Lottin,  priated  at  Paris  in. 
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ltS5,  4to,  with  a  French  translation,  and  the  genealogy 
of  the  Stephani,  from  1 500.  9>  *^  Epistola  qua  ad  multat 
multorum  adiicorum  respoiidet  de  suab  typographic  statu^ 
numinatimque  de  suo  The^auro  linguffiGrecoe/'  1569,  Sto, 
reprinted  also  by  Almeloveen  and  Maittaire.  10.  *<  Comi- 
coruin  Grs^oruoi  sententiflsi"  1569,  12mo.  11.  "  Epi- 
grammata  Greeca  selectaex  Anthologia  interpretata  ad  ver-* 
bum  et  carmina,"  1570,  8vo.  12.  "Thesaurus  Greca 
lingus,''  1572,  4  vols.  fol.  with  which  is  connected  the 
**  Glossaria  duo,"  &c.  1 573,  fol.  Of  this  celebrated  work  it  i* 
unnecessary  to  say  much,as  it  is  so  well  known  to  the  learned 
in  Europe,  and  to  others  information  would  be  unneces- 
sary. Maittaire  was  of  opinion  that  Henry  published  a 
second  edition,  but  has  not  discovered  the  date.  Niceron 
thinks  he  only  printed  a  new  title  for  the  unsold  copies, 
with  an  epigram  on  Scapula.  But  Brunet,  after  examining 
a  great  many  copies,  both  with  the  first  and  second  titles, 
inclines  to  the  existence  of  a  second  edition.  Of  late  a 
spirited  invitation  has  been  held  out  to  public  taste  and 
liberitlity  by  Messrs.  Valpy,  who  have  undertaken  a  nevr 
edition,  with  improvements ;  and  every  lover  of  literature, 
every  scholar  anxious  for  the  honour  of  his  country,  must 
wish  them  success.  13.  "Yirtutum  encomia,-  sive  gnomsd 
de  virtutibus,"  1575,  12mo.  14.  "  Francofordiense  empo- 
rium, sive  Francofordienses  nundinae,'*  1574,  8vo.^  This 
collection  of  prose  and  verse  pieces,  which  he  calls  ^^  mer- 
chandize," is  but  little  known.  1 5.  "  Discours  roerveil- 
leux  de  la  vie  et  deportments  de  la  reine  Catherine  de  Me- 
decis,"  1575,  «vo.  This  satire,  translated  in  1575,  by  a 
protestant  writer,  into  Latin,  with  the  title  of  "  Legenda 
sanctse  Catharinie  Mediceae,*'  is  attributed  to,  Henry  Ste- 
phens, and  has  been  often  reprinted.  16.  ^^  De  Latinitate 
falso  suspecta  expostulatio,  necnon  de  Plauti  Latinitate 
dissertatio,''  1576,  8vo.  This  is  a  hit  at  the  Ciceronians, 
or  thole  who  undervalue  all  Latin  that  is  not  borrowed  from 
Cicero.  17.  *^  Pseudo-Cicero,  dialogus  in  quo  de  multis 
ad  Ciceronis  sermonem  pertinentibus,  de  delectu  editio- 
num  ejus,  et  cautione  in  eo  legendo,**  1577,  8vo.  18. 
**  Schediasmatum  variorum,  id  est,  observationum,  &c.  K- 
bri  tres,'*  1578,  8vo.  These  three  books  of  critical  re- 
marks bear  the  names  of  the  first  three  months  of  the  year, 
and  three  others  were  added  in  1589,  but  this  second  part 
is  very  rare.  Gruter,  however,  has  inserted  it  in  the  sup- 
plement to  vol.  V.  of  his  **  Thesauru9  criticus."     19.  <<  Ni- 
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8olio-Dida9<»iliis>  sive  monitor  Ciceroaianoruna-Nizolianot 
rum  dialogus,"  1578,  8vo.  (See  Nizouus).  20.  "  Dedx 
dialogues  du  nouveau  FranfoU  ItaliaDiz6  et  autremeot  de- 
guise  entre  les  courtesans  de  ce  temps,"  dvo,  no  date,  but 
printed,  as  Brunet  thinks,  in  1579,  by  Patisson,  and  re* 
printed  at  Antwerp  the  same  year  in  12ino.  21.  "  Projet 
de  livre  intitule  de  la  precellence  du  langage  Fransois,*' 
1579,  8vo,  a  curious  and  very  rare  work,  for  which,  an 
we  have  noticed,  the  king  rewarded  him.  29.  <*  Faralipo- 
snena  grammaticarum  Grsecs  linguse  institutionum,"  1581, 
8vo.  23.  "  Hypomneses  de  Gallica  lingua,"  158^,  8vo, 
and  inserted  also  in  his  father's  French  grammar.  24.  ^^  De 
criticis  veteribus  Greets  et  Latinis,  eorumque  variis  apud 
poetas  potissimum  reprebensionibus  dissertatto,"  1587,  4to. 
25.  "  Les  premices,  ou  le  premier  livre  des  proverbes  epi- 
grammatists, ou  des  epigrammes  proverbiales  rangees  en 
iieux  communs,"  1593,  8vo.  26.  <*  De  Lipsii  Latinitate 
palastra,"  Fraocfort,   1595,  8vo. 

Henry  Stephens  was  twice  married,  and  had  three 
children  by  his  first  wife,  a  son,  Paul,  a  printer,  at  Geneva, 
and  two  daughters,  one  of  whom,  Florentia,  was  married 
to  Isaac  Casaubon.  ^ 

STEPHANUS  (Robert),  the  second  of  that  name,  and 
brother  to  the  preceding,  was  born  at  Paris  in  1530.  Re* 
maining  attached  to  the  Roman  catholic  religion,  he  re- 
fused to  accompany  his  father  when  he  went  to  Geneva,  on 
which  account  his  father  disinherited  him  ;  but  by  his  talents 
and  labours  he  was  soon  enabled  to  provide  for  himself. 
From  1^56  he  ha;|  a  printing-office  with  many  founts  of 
beautiful  types,  as  we  may  see  from  his  edition  of  Des- 
pauter's  "Rudimenta,"  the  first  book  he  printed.  William 
Morel  was  his  partner  in  the  publication  of  some  works, 
and  among  the  rest  an  Anacreon,  prepared  for  the  press 
by  his  brother  Henry.  It  is  thought  that  he  obtained  the 
brevet  of  king's  printer  after  the  death  of  bis  father,  but 
we  do  not  find  that  he  assumed  the  title  before  1561.  He 
died  in  Feb*  1571,  and  in  the  month  of  March  following, 
bis  nephew,  Frederic  Morel,  was  made  king's  printer.  He 
married  Denisa  BarU6,  and  had  three  sons,  Robert,  Fran- 
cis, who  died  young,  and  Henry.  His  widow  married 
Mamert  Patisson. 

'  Maiitaire.— Ni.'fjon,  vol  XXXVl— Biojr.  UniTerselJf. 
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Francis  Stephens,  the  third  soq  of  Robert,  and  yoaager 
brother  to  the  two  preceding,  renounced  popery  with  hit 
father,  and  accompanied  him  to  Geneva,  where  he  carried 
on  the  printing^busineas  in  partnership  with  Francis  Perrin^ 
from  1561  to  1582.  He  was  married  and  had  children,  hot 
we  find  no  mention  of  them.  The  following  works  have 
been  attributed  to  him :  1.  <^  Traits  des  Danses,  auquel  il 
est  demontrd  qu'elles  sont  accessoires  et  dependances  de 
paillardise,'^  1564,  8vo.  *<  2.  *<  De  la  puissance  legitime 
du  prince  sur  le  peuple,  et  du  peuple  sur  le  prince,''  vvrit- 
ten  in  Latin  by  Stephanus  Junius  Brutus  (Hubert  Languet) 
and  translated  into  Frenph,  Geneva,  1581, 8vo.  This  trans- 
lation is  so  much  esteemed  as  to  bear  a  higher  value  than 
the  original.  3.  *^  Remonstrance  charitable  aux  dames  et 
demoiselle9  de  France  sur  leurs  ornamens  dissokis,"  Paris, 
J  577,  12mo,  and  a  rare  book,  although  twice  reprinted  in 
1581  and  1585,  8vo. " 

STEPHANUS  (Robert),  the  third  of  that  name,  wai 
the  son  of  the  preceding  Robert  the  second,  and  was  edu- 
cated by  the  celebrated  Desportes,  who  inspired  him  with 
a  taste  for  poetry.  He  began  printing  in  1572,  and  in 
1574  was  honoured  with  the  title  of  king's  printer.  He 
translated  from  Greek  into  French  the  first  two  books  of 
Aristotle's  Rhetoric,  and  printed  them  himself  in  1629,  8vo. 
In  the  title-page  he  calls  himself  poet  and  interpreter  to 
*the  king  for  the  Greek  and  Latin  languages.  He  was « 
^an  of  spirit  and  wit,  and  was  much  celebrated  for  his 
choice  of  devices  and  mottoes  for  eminent  personages.  He 
died  in  1629,  but  left  no  family*  Besides  bis  translation 
of  Aristotle  and  some  Greek  poets,  he  was  the  author  of^ 

1.  ^'Vers  Chretiens  au  comte  du  Bouchage,"  1587,  4to. 

2.  **  Discours  en  vers  au  connetable  de  Montmorency,'* 
1595, 4to.  3.  '^  Epitre  de  Gregoire  de  Nysse  touchant  ceux 
qui  vont  a  Jerusalem,"  with  a  preface  on  the  superstitious 
abuse  of  pilgrimages,  which  gave  rise  to  the  opinion  that 
be  was  not  far  from  embracing  the  protestant  religion.* 

STEPHANUS  (Paul),  son  of  the  second  Henry,  was 
born  in  1566,  and  educated  with  great  care.  After  he  bad 
finished  his  studies,  his  father,  who  wished  him  to  succeed 
to  his  own  business,  sent  him  on  his  travels  that  he  might 
form  connections  with  men  of  learning.  He  accordingly 
visited  the  principal  cities  of  Germany,  Holland,  Leyden, 

>  Msittaire.— Biof.  Unir.  «  Bi'»g.  Uoir.— Miitttire. 
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wbere  be  lived  some  time  with  Lipsias,  and  came  also 
into  England,  where  he  is  said  to  have  formed  an  intimacy 
with  John  Castdhis,  a  young'man  well  versed  in  the  ancient 
languages,  but  of  whom  we  find  no  other  mention.  In 
1599  he  established  a  printing-office  at  Geneva,  and  pro-^ 
daced  some  very  correct  editions  of  the  Greek  and  Latin 
classics  with  notes,  but  not  such  beautiful  specimens  of 
typography  as  those  of  his  father  and  grandfather.  He 
died  at  Geneva  in  1627,  leaving  two  sons,  Anthony  and 
Joseph ;  the  latter  was  king^s  printer  at  Rochelle,  and  died 
in  1629.  Of  Anthony  we  shall  take  some  notice  presently. 
Paul  puUished,  1.  '^EpigrammataGreDcse  anthologiae.  La* 
tinis  versibus  reddita,"  Geneva,  1575,  8vo.  2*  "Juveni- 
lia,*' ibid.  1595,  8vo,  consisting  of  some  small  pieces  he 
wrote  in  his  youth.  Among  the  editions  of  the  classics 
which  came  fi-om  his  press,  there  are  few,  if  any,  that 
used  to  be  more  valued  than  his  "Euripides,*'  1602,  4to. 
It  occurs  very  rarely. 

We  shall  now  briefly  mention  the  remaining  branches  of 
this  justly  celebrated  family.  Henry  Stephens,  the  third 
of  that  name,  and  son  to  Robert,  the  second,  was  treasu- 
rerof  the  royal  palaces.  Prosper  Marchand  thinks  he  was 
a  printer  in  1615,  but  no  work  is  known  to  have  issued 
from  his  press.  He  had  two  sons,  Henry  and  Robert,  and 
a  daughter  married  to  Fougerole,  a  notary.  His  son 
HiNKY,  sieur  des  Fosses,  wa^  the  author  of  "  L*  Art  de 
fture  les  devices,  avec  un  Trait^  des  rencontres  ou  mots 
plaisants,'*  Paris,  1645,  8vo.  His  "  Art  of*  making  devi- 
ces'* was  translated  into  English  by  our  countryman  Tho- 
mas Blount  (See  vol.  V.  p.  430)  and  published  in  1646^ 
4to.  Henry  assumed  the  title  of  interpreter  of  the  Greek 
and  Latin  languages,  and  was  reckoned  a  good  poet.  We 
also  are  indebted  to  him  for  a  character  of  Louis  XIIL  and 
eloges  of  the  princes  and  generals  who  served  under  that 
monarch,  which  he  published  in  a  work  entitled  "  Les  Tri- 
omphes  de  Louis- le- Juste,''  Paris,  1649,  fol.  Robert, 
bis  brother,  was  an  advocate  of  parliament,  and  completed 
the  translation  of  Aristotle's  Rhetoric  begun  by  his  uncle, 
Robert  the  third  of  the  name,  and  published  at  Paris  in 
1630,  8vo.  He  left  off  printing  about  1640,  and  was  bailli 
of  St.  Marcel. 

Anthony  Stephens,  the  son  of  Paul,  was  bom  at  Ge- 
neva in  1594,  studied  at  Lyons,  and  came  to  Paris  at  the 
age  of  eighteen.     He  abjured  the  protestant  religion,  and 
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in  1614  obtained  the  title  of  printer  to  the  king  and  to  the 
clergy.  The  cardinal  Duperron  became  his  patron,  and 
gave  him  a  pension  of  500  livres,  which  he  enjoyed  as  long  ^ 
es  that  prelate  lived.  He  reprinted  for  the  booksellers  of 
Paris,  the  Greek  fathers,  and  published  other  important 
works,  as  Morin's  Bible,  Duval's  Aristotle,  Strabo,  Xeno* 
phon,  Plutarch,  &c.  He  had  by  his  wife  Jean  Leclerc 
several  children,  and  a  son  Henry,  who  would  have  sac«> 
ceeded  him,  but  he  died  in  1661.  Anthony  himself  be- 
came unfortunate,  and  when  infirm  and  blind^  was  obliged 
to  solicit  a  place  in  tbe  Hotel-Dieu,  where  he  died  in 
1674,  in  the  eightieth  year  of  his  age. 

Anthony  is  said  to  have  been  the  last  branch  of  the  illtis* 
trious  family  of  the  Stephanie  who  were  at  once  the  oma^ 
ment  and  the  reproach  of  the  age  in  which  they  lived.  They 
were  aH  men  of  great  learning,  all  extensive  benefjActors  to 
literature,  and  all  persecuted  or  unfortunate.  * 

STEPHENS  (Jeremy),  a  learned  English  divine,  the 
son  of  Walter  Stephens,  rector  of  fiishops  Castle  in  Shrop- 
shire, was  born  there  in  1592,  and  was  entered  of  Brasenose 
college,  Oxford,  in  1609.  Having  completed  his  degrees 
in  arts  in  1615,  he  was  ordained  deacon,  and  was  appointed 
chaplain  of  All  Souls  college,  in  May  1616,  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  priest's  brders,  and. in  1621  was  presented  to  the 
rectory  of  Quinton  in  Nortiiamptonshire,  and  in  1 626  to 
'  that  of  Wotton  adjoining,  both  by  Charles  I.  In  1641  he 
was  made  prebendary  of  Biggleswade  in  the  church  of  Lin- 
coln, by  the  interest  of  archbishop  Laud,  as  a  reward  for 
the  assistance  he  gave  sir  Henry  Speknan  in  the  first  volume 
of  his  edition  of  the  "  Councils ;"  but  in  1^44  be  was  de- 
prived of  all  his  preferments^  and  imprisoned  by  the  usurp- 
ing powers.  At  the  restoration  be  was  replaced  in  his  for- 
mer livings,  and  had  also  a  prebend  in  the  church  of  Salis- 
bury. He  died  Jan.  9,  1665,  at  Wotton,  and  was  buried  in 
the  chancel  of  that  church. 

He  published,  1.  ^<  Notse  in  D.  Cyptian.  de  unitate  Ec- 
desise/'  London,  1632,  8vo.  2.  *^  Notce  in  D.Cyprian,  de 
bono  patientiie,"  ibid.  1633,  Svo,  both,  as  Wood  says,  col- 
lated with  ancient  manuscripts  by  some  of  tlie  Oxford  di- 
Tines.  3.  ^^  Apology  for  the  ancient  right  and  power  of  the 
Sisbops  to  sit  and  vote  in  parliaments,"  ibid.  1660.    4. 

^  Ma«h  infbrmatioo  respectiog  this  fattily  miy  be  fbnnd  in  <*  Janaofiii  ab 
Almelovreo  dineitmiki  epittoUca  lie  Titii  StepbanoruiDi''  in  Maittmirt»  and  in 
Vtotper  Marcband. 

Vot.  XXVIII.  C  c 
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^  B.  Gregorii  mtgni,  cpiicopi  Romani,  de  cnra  pastorafi 
liber  Tere  aureus,  accurate  emeodatus  et  restitutas  ^  vet 
MSS.  cuiu  Romana  editione  collatis,'*  ibid.  1629,  8vo.  He 
was  also  tbe  editor  of  Spelman's  work  on  *^  Tithes,"  and  bis 
apology  for  the  treatise  ^*  De  noo  temerandis  ecclesiis  ;*' 
and  had  prepared  some  small  pieces  oo  die  controversies 
arising  from  the  usurpation,  the  publication  of  which  was 
rendered  unnecessary  by  the  return  of  Charles  II.  * 

STEPHE>JS  (HOBERT,  esq.),  an  eminent  antiquary,  was 
tbe  fourth  son  of  Richard  Stephens,  esq.  of  tbe  elder  bouse 
of  that  name  at  Eastington  in  Gloucestershire,  by  Anne  the 
eldest  daughter  of  sir  Hugh  Cholmeley,  of  Whitby,  ia 
Yorkshire,  baronet.  His  first  education  was  at  Wotton 
school,  whence  he  removed  to  Lincoln-college,  Oxford, 
May  19,  1681.  He  was  entered  very  young  in  the  Middle 
Temple,  applied  himself  to  the  study  of  the  common  law, 
and  was  called  to  the  bar.  As  he  was  master  of  a  suffi* 
cient  fortune,  it  may  be  presumed  that  the  temper  of  his 
mind,  which  was  naturally  modest,  detained  him  firom  tb«| 

Imblic  exercise  of  his  profession,  and  led  bim  to  the  po- 
iter  studies,  and  an  acquaintance  with  the  best  authors, 
ancient  and  modern :  yet  he  was  thought  by  all  who  knew 
him  to  have  made  a  great  proficience  in  the  law,  though 
history  and  antiquities  seem  to  have  been  bis  *  favourite 
study.  When  he  was  about  twenty  years  old,  being  at  a 
relation's  house,  he  accidentally  met  with  some  original 
letters  of  the  lord  chancellor  Bacon ;  and  finding  that  they 
would  greatly  contribute  to  our  knowledge  of  matters  re«> 
lating  to  king  James's  reign,  be  immediately  set  himself 
to  search  for  Whatever  might  elucidate  the  obscure  pas* 
sages,  and  published  a  complete  edition  of  them  in  1702, 
with  useful  notes,  and  an  excellent  historical  introduction* 
He  intended  to  have  presented  his  work  to  king  William ; 
but  that  monarch  dying  before  it  was  published,  the  dedi- 
cation was  omitted.  In  the  preface,  he  request^  the  com* 
'  munication  of  unpublished  pieces  of  his  noble  author,  to 
make  bis  collection  more  complete ;  and  obtained  in  con- 
sequence as  many  letters  as  formed  tbe  second  collection^ 
!>ublished  in  1734,  two  years  after  his  death.  Being  a  re^ 
ation  of  Robert  Harley  earl  of  Oxford  (whose  mother  Abi« 
gail,  was  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Stephens  of  Eastington)^ 
he  was  preferred  by  bim  to  be  chief  solicitor  of  the  cus« 

1  AUl  Ox.  toI.  II. 
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toms,  ID  which  employment  he  continaed  with  unblemished 
reputation  till  1726,  wbefi  he  declined  that  troublesome 
office,  and  was  appointed  to  succeed  Mr.  Madox  in  the 
place  of  historiographer  royal.  He  then  formed  a  design 
of  writing  a  history  of  king  James  the  first,  a  reign  which 
he  thought  to  be  more  misrepresented  than  almost  any 
other  since  the  conquest :  and,  if  we  may  judge  by  the 
good  impression  which  he  seems  to  have  had  of  these 
times,  his  exactness  and  care  never  to  advance  any  thing 
but  from  unquestionable  authorities,  besides  his  great  can-^ 
dour  and  integrity,  it  could  not  but  have  proved  a  judicious 
and  valuable  performance.  He  married  Mary  the  daugh* 
ter  of  sir  Hugh  Cholmeley,  a  lady  of  g^reat  worth,  and  died 
at  Gravesend,  near  Thombury,  in  Gloucestershire,  Nov. 
12,  1732;  and  was  buried  at  Eastington,  the  seat  of  his 
ancestors,  where  is  an  inscription  to  his  memory. ' 

STEPNEY  (George),  an  English  poet  and  sUtesman, 
was  descended  from  a  family  at  Pendigrast  in  Pembroke- 
shire, but  born  at  London  in  1663.  It  has  been  conjec- 
tured that  he  was  either  son  or  grandson  of  Charles  third 
SOD  of  sir  John  Stepney,  the  first  baronet  of  that  family : 
Mr.  Cole  says  his  father  was  a  grocer.  He  received  his* 
education  at  Westminster-school,  and  was  removed  thence 
to  Trinity-college,  Cambridge,  in  1682;  where  betook 
his  degree  of  A.B.  in  1685,  and  that  of  M.A«  in  1689. 
Being  of  the  same  standing  with  Charles  Montague,  esq. 
afterwards  earl  of  Halifax,  a  strict  friendship  grew  up  be- 
tween them,  and  they  came  to  London  together,  and  are  said 
to  have  been  introduced  into  public  life  by  the  duke  of  Dor- 
set. To  this  fortunate  incident  was  owing  all  the  preferment 
Stepney  afterwards  enjoyed,  who  is  supposed  not  to  have 
had  parts  sufficient  to  have  risen  to  any  distinction,  with- 
out such  patronage.  When  Stepney  first  set  out  in  life, 
he  seems  to  have  been  attached  to  the  tory  interest ;  for 
one  of  the  first  poems  he  wrote  was  an  address  to  James  II. 
upon  his  accession  to  the  throne.  Soon  after,  when  Mon- 
mouth*s  rebellion  broke  out,  the  Cambridge  men,  to  shew 
their  zeal  for  the  king,  thought  proper  to  burn  the  picture 
of  that  prince,  who  bad  formerly  been  chancellor  of  the 
university,  and  on  this  occasion  Stepney  wrote  some  good  . 
verses  in  hb  praise. 

1  Kidiojt't  Bowyer. 
C  C  3 
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Upon  the  Revolution,  he  embraced  another  interest, 
and  procured  himself  to  be  nominated  to  several  foreign 
embassies.  In  1692  he  went  to  the  elector  of  Branden- 
burghs  court,  in  quality  of  envoy;  in  1693,  to  the  Impe- 
rial court,  in  the  same  character;  in  1694,  to  the  elector 
6f  Saxony ;  and,  two  years  after,  to  the  electors  of  Mentz, 
Cologn,  and  the  congress  at  Francfort;  in  1698,  a  second 
time  to  Brandenburg ;  in  1699,  to  the  king  of  Poland  ;  in 
1701,  again  to  the  emperor;  and  in  1706,  to  the  States 
General ;  and  in  all  his  negotiations,  is  said  to  have  been 
fluccessftd.  In  1697  he  was  made  one  of  the  commbsion- 
ers  of  trade.  He  died  at  Chelsea  in  1707,  and  was  buried 
in  Westminster^abbey ;  where  a  6ne  monument  was  erected 
over  him,  with  a  pompous  inscription.  At  his  leisure 
hours  he  composed  poetical  pieces,  which  are  republished 
in  the  general  collection  of  English  poets.  He  likewise 
wrote  some  political  pieces  in  prose,  particularly,  <^Aa 
Essay  on  the  present  interest  of  England,  in  1701  :  to 
which  are  added,  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons in  1677,  upon  the  French  king^s  progress  in  Flan- 
ders." This  is  reprinted  in  the  collection  of  tracts,  called 
'*  Lord  Somers's  collection.'* 

*  "  It  is  reported,*'  says  Dr.  Johnson,  "  that  the  juvenile 
compositions  of  Stepney  *  made  grey  authors  blush/  I 
know  not  whether  his  poems  will  appear  such  wonders  to 
the  present  age.  One  cannot  always  easily  find  the  rea-^ 
son  for  which  the  world  has  sometimes  conspired  to  squan- 
der praise.  It  is  not  very  unlikely  that  he  wrote  very  early 
as  well  as  he  ever  wrote ;  and  the  performances  of  youth 
have  many  favourers,  because  the  authors  yet  lay  no  claim 
to  public  honours,  and  are  therefore  not  considered  as 
rivals  by  the  distributors  of  fame." 

*^  He  apparently  professed  himself  a  poet,  and  added  his 
name  to  those  of  the  other  wits  in  the  version  of  Juvenal : 
but  he  is  a  very  licentious  translator,  and  dtses  not  recom- 
pense his  neglect  of  the  author  by  beauties  of  his  own.  In 
his  original  poems,  now  and  then,  a  happy  line  may  per- 
haps be  found,  and  now  and  tl>en  a  short  composition  may 
give  pleasure.  But  there  is  in  the  whole  little  either  of 
the  grace  of  wit,  or  the  vigour  of  nature."  * 

STERNE,  or  STEARNE  (John),  a  learned  physician 
of  Ireland,  was  born  at  Ardbraccan  in  the  county  of  Meath 

1  Cibber'i  Liv€t.»JobiisoD*f  Poets.— Nichols's  Poems^— Cole's  MS  Athcnap  ia 
Brit.  Mus. 
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in  1622,  in  the  house  of  his  uncle,  the  celebrated  arch- 
bishop Usher,  but  then  bishop  of  Meath.  He  was  eJu* 
cated  in  the  college  of  Dublin,  of  Yrhiqh  he  became  a  fel- 
low, but  was  ejected  by  the  usurping  powers  for  bis  loyalty. 
At  the  restoration  be  was  reinstated,  and  advanced  to  the 
place  of  senior  fellow  by  nomination,  together  with  Joshua 
Cowley,  Richard  Lingard,  William  Vincent,  and  Patrick 
Sheridan,  masters  of  arts,  in  order  to  give  a  legal  form  to 
the  college,  all  the  senior  fellows  being  dead,  and  it  being 
requisite  by  the  statutes,  that  all  elections  should  be  made 
by  the  provost  and  four  senior  fellows  at  least.  He  was 
•M.  D.  and  LL.  D.  and  public  professor  of  the  university. 
He  was  a  very  learned  man,  but  more  fond  of  the  study 
of  divinity,  than  that  of  his  own  profession,  in  which, 
however,  he  had  great  knowledge.  He  died  in  1669,  aged 
forty-six,  and  was  buried  in  the  college  chapel,  where  a 
monument  was  erected  to  his  memor}\  His  writings  are^ 
1.  ^' Aphorismi  de  fcelicitate,"  Dublin,  1654,  8vo,  twice 
reprinted.  2.  ^*  De  morte  dissertatio,'*  ibid'.  1656  and  1659, 
8vo.  S/^^  Animi  medela,  seu  de  beatitudine  et  miseria,'' 
ibid.  1658,  4to.  4.  ^*  Adriani  Heerboordii  disputationum 
deconcursu  examen,"  ibid.  1658,  4to.  5.  **  De  electione 
et  reprobatione,"  ibid.  1662,  4to.  To  this  is  added, 
**  Manuductio  ad  vitam  probam.**  6.  "  De  Obstinatione, 
opus  posthumum,  pietatem  Christiano-Stoicam  Schola^tico 
more  suadens.*^  This  was  published  in  1672  by  the  cele- 
brated Mr.  Dodwell,  as  we  have  noticed  in  his  life.  Dud- 
well  had  been  pupil  to  Dr.  Sterne. 

Dr.  Steme*s  son,  John,  was  educated  by  him  in  Trinity- 
college,  Dublin,  and  became  successively  vicar  of  Trim, 
chancellor  and  dean  of  St.  Patrick's,  bishop  of  Dromore  in 
1713,  and  of  Clogher  in  1717,  and  vice-chancellor  of  the 
university  of  Dublin.  Bieing  a  single  man,  he  laid  out  im- 
mense sums  oh  his  episcopal  palaces,  and  on  the  colle^^e  of 
Dublin,  where  he  built  the  printing-house,  and  founded 
exhibitions.  Most  of  these  were  gifts  in  his  life-time,  and 
at  his  death  (June  1745)  he  bequeathed  the  bulk  of  his 
fortune,  about  30,000/.  to  public  institutions,  principally 
of  the  charitable  kind.  His  only  publications  were,  a 
^*  Concio  ad  clerum,"  and  "  Tractatns  de  visitatione  in- 
firmorum,*'  for  the  use  of  the  junior  clergy,  printed  at 
Dublin  in  1697,  12mo.  Dean  Swift  appears  to  have  cor- 
responded with  bishop  Sterne  for  many  years  on  the  most 
intimate  and  friendly  terms,  but  at  lengthy  in  17339  the 
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dean  sent  bim  a  letter  fnll  of  bitter  tarcasm  and  reproacb, 
to  which  the  biibop  returned  an  answer  that  marks  a  supe- 
rior command  of  temper ;  but  it  appears  from  the  life  of 
the  rev.  Philip  Skelton,  that  his  lordship  deserved  much  of 
what  Swift  bad  imputed  to  him.' 

STERNE  (Richard),  archbishop  of  York,  the  son  of 
Simon  Sterne,  was  descended  from  a  family  in  Suffolk, 
but  was  bom  at  Mansfield  in  Notttngbamsh'u'e  in  1596. 
He  was  admitted  ef  Trinity-college,  Cambridge,  in  16U, 
whence,  having  taken  bis  degrees  of  A.  B.  in  1614,  and 
A.  M.  in  1618,  he  removed  to  BeneH-coUege  in  1620, 
and  was  elected  fellow  July  10,  1623.  He  then  took 
pupils  with  great  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  college,  and 
proceeded  B.  D.  the  following  year,  and  was  incorporated 
in  the  same  degree  at  Oxford  in  1627.  He  had  been  ap^ 
pointed  one  of  the  university  preachers  the  year  before, 
and  was  in  such  high  reputation,  that  be  was  made  choice 
of  for  one  of  Dr.  Love's  opponents  in  the  philosophical  act, 
kept  for  the  entertainment  of  the  Spanish  and  Austrian 
ambassadors,  and  fully  answered  their  expectations.  In 
1632  he  was  made  president  of  the  collegers  and  upon  Dr. 
Beale's  translation  from  the  mastership  of  Jesus  to,  that  of 
St«  John's  college  soon  after,  was  put  in  his  room  in  March 
1633,  His  promotion  is  thus  noticed  in  a  private  letter: 
**  One  Stearne,  a  solid  scholar  (who  first  summed  up  the 
3600  faults  that  were  in  our  printed  Bibles  of  London)  b 
by  bis  majesty's  direction  to  the  bishop  of  Ely  (who  electa 
there)  made  master  of  Jesus."  This  occasioned  bim  to 
tak^  the  degree  of  D.  D.  in  1635,  and  be  then  assumed  the 
government  of  the  college,  to  which  he  proved  a  liberal 
benefactor,  and  it  was  by  his  means  that  the  north  side  of 
the  outer  court  was  built  In  1641  be  was  nominated  by 
a  majority  of  the  fellows  to  the  rectory  of  Harleton  in 
Cambridgeshire ;  but  some  contest  arising,  be  did  not  get 
possession  of  it  till  the  summer  following.  He  had,  how- 
ever, from  March  1634  enjoyed  that  of  Yeovilton  in  the 
county  of  Somerset,  through  the  favour  of  archbishop 
Laud,  one  of  whose  chaplains  he  was,  and  so  highly 
esteemed,  that  he  chose  him  to  do  the  last  good  offices  for 
him  on  the  scaffold.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion, 
he  incurred  the  fiercest  anger  of  the  usurper  for  having 

1  Hanii>t  editkm  •£  ttr  JU  Ware.-— NkhoU't  adttion  of  Swifi*f  works :  tee  lo- 
4^1.— SUhoo'a  Life. 
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conveyed  to  the  king  both  the  college  plate  andf  money, 
for  which  he  was  seized  by  Cromwell,  and  carried  up  to 
London.  Here,  after  snfiering  the  severest  hardships  in 
various  prisons,  he  was  ejected  from  all  his  preferments. 
Few  men  indeed  suffered  more  cruel  treatment ;  and  it  was 
some  years  before  he  was  finally  released,  and  permitted 
to  retire  to  Stevenage  in  Hertfordshire,  where  he  kept  a 
private  school  for  the  support  of  his  family  till  the  restora- 
tion. Soon  after  that  event,  while  he  was  carrying  on  the 
repairs  of  the  college,  he  was  appointed  bishop  of  Carlisle, 
and  was  concerned  in  the  Savoy  conference,  and  in  the 
revisal  of  the  book  of  Common-prayer.  On  the  decease 
of  Dr.  Freweu,  he^was  translated  to  the  archiepiscopal  see 
of  York,  over  which  be  presided  with  becoming  dignity, 
till  the  time  of  his  death,  Jan.  18,  1683,  in  the  eighty- 
seventh  year  of  his  age.  He  was  buried  in  the  chapel  of 
St.  Stephen  in  his  own  cathedral,  where  an  elegant  monu- 
ment was  afterwards  erected  to  his  memory  by  his  grand- 
son Richstrd  Sterne,  of  Elvington,  esq. 

His  character  has  been  variously  represented,  as  we  have 
repeatedly  had  occasion  to  notice  in  the  case  of  persons  of 
eminence  who  lived  in  his  disastrous  period.  Bishop  Ken- 
net  informs  us,  *^  He  was  promoted  to  the  bishopric  of 
Carlisle,  on  account  of  his  piety,  great  learning,  and  pru- 
dence, as  being  indeed  not  less  exemplary  in  his  notions  and 
conversations,  than  if  he  himself  had  expected  martyrdom, 
from  the  hour  of  his  attendance  upon  his  patron  archbishop 
Laud."  Baxter  says/  **  Among  all  the  bishops  there  was 
none  who  had  so  promising  a  face.  He  looked  so  ho- 
nestly, and  gravely  and  soberly,  that  he  thought  such  a 
£sce  could  not  have  deceived  him;'"  but  then  he  adds, 
f*  that  be  found  he  had  not  half  the  charity  which  became 
so  grave  a  bishop,  nor  so  mortified  tn  aspect.'^  Notwith- 
standing this  charge,  he  was  one  of  those  bishops  who 
shewed  great  lenity,  charity,  and  respect,  in  their  treat- 
ment of  the  nonconformist  clergy.  The  only  substantial 
charge  against  him  is  that  advanced  by  bishop  Burnet,  who 
censures  him  for  being  too  eager  to  enrich  his  family.  For 
this  there  seems  some  foundiation,  and  Browne  Willis  al- 
lows that  h^  would  have  deserved  a  larger  encomium  than 
most  of  his  predecessors,  if  he  had  not  demised  the  park 
of  Hexgrave  fropo  the  see  to  his  son  and  family.  His  many 
benefactions  to  Bene't  and  Jesus  colleges,  to  the  rebuild- 
ing of  St.  Paulas,  and  other  public  and  charitable  purposes^ 
show  that  if  he  was  rich,  be  was  also  liberal. 
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Af  an  autbor,  besides  some  Latin  verses,  in  the  f*  Ge^ 
nethiiacon  Carol!  et  Maris,  1631/'  at  the  end  of  Winter- 
ton's  translation  of  the  Aphorisms  of  Hippocrates  in  1635, 
on  the  birth  of  a  prince  iii  1640,  and  otners  in  *'  Irenodia 
Cantab,  ob  paciferum  Caroli  e  Scotia  reditum,  1641,"  ha 
was  one  of  the  assistants  in  the  publication  of  the  Polyglot ; 
published  a  <^  Comment  on  Psalms  eiii.''  Lond.  1649,  8vo; 
and  wrote  an  accurate  treatise  on  logic,  which  was  pub* 
lished  after  his  death,  in  16S6,  8vo,  under  the  title  of 
*'  Summa  Logicte,  &c.'^ ' 

STERNE  (Laurence),  said  to  be  great-grandson  of  the 
preceding,  was  the  son  of  Roger  Stern^,  a  lieutenant  of 
the  army,  fle  was  born  at  Clonmel  in  the  South  of  Ire- 
land, Nov.  24,  1713.  It  has  been  thought  that  his  affect- 
ing story  of  \A  Fevre  was  founded  on  the  circumstances  of 
his  father^s  family,  which  had  long  to  struggle  with  po- 
verty and  hardships  on  the  slender  pay  of  a  lieutenant  As 
soon  as  Lawrence  was  able  to  travel,  his  father  and  family 
left  Ireland  and  went  to  Elvington  near  York,  where  hisfa-* 
therms  mother  resided,  but  in  less  than  a  year^  they  returned 
to  Ireland,  and  afterwards  moved  from  place  to  place  witb^ 
the  regiment,  until  Lawrence  was  placed  at  a  school  near 
Halifax  in  Yorkshire.     In  1731  his  father  died. 

Lawrence  remained  at  Halifax  till  about  the  latter  end 
of  the  above  year,  and  in  the  following,  was  admitted  of 
Jesus-college,  Cambridge,  where  he  took  his  baebelor^s 
degree,  January  1736,  and  that  of  master  in  1740.  Dur- 
ing this  time  he  was  ordained,  and  his  uncle  Jaques 
Sterne,  LL.D.  prebendary  of  Durham,  &c.  procured  him 
the  living  of  Sutton,  and  afterwards  a  prebend  of  York^ 
and  by  his  wife*s  means  (whom  he  married  in  1741),  he 
got  the  living  of  Stillington.  He  resided,  however,  prin- 
cipally, and  for  above  twenty  years,  at  Sutton,  where,  as 
be  informs  us,  his  chief  amusemenu  were  painting,  fid- 
dling, and  sbootine.  Mere,  however,  he  must  have  em- 
ployed a  considerable  part  of  his  time  in  reading,  as  some 
of  the  works  which  he  afterwards  published  plainly  evince 
the  study  of  many  voluminous  and  neglected  authors.  He 
bad  also  before  he  quitted  Sutton,  published  in  1747,  a 
charity  sermon  for  the  support  of  the  charity-school  at 
York,  and  in  1756  an  assize  sermon,  preached  at  the  ca* 
tbedral,  York. 

1  Mattert't  Hist,  of  C  C.  C.  C— Le  Nere,  toI.  II.— Walker't  SulEeriDgi  of 
tb«  Clergy. — Banrick'i  Life. — Bumet't  Own  Timet.— Kennet't  Register  end 
Cbronicle.— WUlis's  Cathedrals. 
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In  1759  he  published  at  York  the  first  two  Tolnmes  ot 
hU  ^.<  Tristram  Shandy/'  and  in  1760  took  a  bouse  at 
York.  Thci  same  year  he  went  up  to  London  to  republish 
the  above  volumes,  and  to  print  tilvo  volumes  of  his  <'  Ser- 
mons ;'*  and  this  year  also  lord  Falconbridge  presented  him 
to  the  curacy  of  Coxwold.  In  1762  he  went  to  France^ 
and  two  years  after  tO'  Italy.  In  1767  he  left  York,  and 
came  to  London  to  publish  the  **  Sentimental  Journey;" 
but  his  health  was  now  fast  declining,  and,  after  a  short 
but  severe  struggle  with  bis  disorder,  be  died  at  bis  lodg^i- 
ings  in  Bond-street,  Marcb  18,  1768,  and  was  buried  in 
the  new  burying-ground  belonging  to  the  parish  of  St. 
George  Hanover-square. 

His  principal  works  consist  of  the  '^  Tristram  Shandy,^* 
the  *^  Sentimental  lourney,''  and  some  volumes  of  **  Ser« 
roons.''  Several  letters  have  been  published  since  bis  death, 
which  partake  much  of  the  style  and  manner  of  his  other 
works.  Were  a  judgment  to  be  formed  of  bis  character 
from  these,  it  would  appear  that,  with  more  laxity  of  mo* 
rats  than  becomes '  the  clerical  character,  he  was  a  man 
abounding  in  the  tenderness  and  delicacy  of  humanity ;  but 
there  were  many  well-known  cii'cumstances  in  his  life 
which  proved,  that  he  was  more  an  adept  in  the  language 
than  the  practice  of  these  virtues. 

The  works  of  few  men,  however,  attracted  more  notice 
than  those  of  Sterne  during  their  publication  from  1759 
to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  appeared  an  humourist  of 
great  originality,  and  became  the  founder  of  a  school  of 
sentimental  writers  which  may  be  said  still  to  flourish. 
Certainly  no  man  ever  delineated  the  feelings  of  a  tender 
heart,  the  sweetness  of  compassion,  and  the  duties  of  hu- 
manity, in  more  elegant  or  striking  colours,  althcnigh  he 
was  grossly  deficient  in  that  practice  which  is  above  alllan« 
guage  and  all  expression. 

As  an  original  writer,  Sterne's  merit  has  been  lately 
disputed  in  an  article  which  originally  appeared  in  the 
Manchester  memoirs,  and  has  since  been  published  in  a 
separate  form  by  Dr.  Ferriar.  This  ingenious  writer  has 
incontestably  traced  many  very  striking  sentiments  and 
passages  from  our  author's  works,  to  Burton's  ^*  Anatomy 
of  Melancholy,"  bishop  Hall's  works,  and  other  books  not 
generally  read.  Yet  with  these  exceptions,  for  exceptions 
they  certainly  are,  enough  will  remain  the  exclusive  pro- 
perty of  Sterne,  to  prove  that  both  in  the  language  of 
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•entitnent  and  die  delineation  of  chanlcter,  he  was  in  a  rery 
high  degree  original,  and  altogether  to  in  those  indecencies 
which  disgrace  his  roost  popular  writings. ' 

STERNHOLD  (Thomas),  an  English  poet  and  psahoo- 
dist,  was  bom,  according  to  Wood*s  conjecture,  in  Hamp- 
shire, and,  as  Holinshed  says,  at  Southampton ;  but 
Atkins,  in  his  History  of  Gloucestershire,  expressly  af- 
firms, that  he  was  bom  at  Awre,  a  parish  about  twelre 
miles  from  Gloucester ;  and  adds,  that  his  posterity  turned 
papists,  and  left  the  place.  He  studied  for  some  time  at 
Oxford,  but  not  long  enough  to  take  any  degree.  By  some 
interest  that  he  had  at  court,  he  was  preferred  to  the  office 
of  groom  of  the  robes  to  Henry  VIII.  which  be  discharged 
so  well  that  he  became  a  personal  favourite  of  the  king, 
who  by  his  will  left  him  a  legacy  of  an  hundred  marks. 
Upon  the  decease  of  king  Henry,  he  was  continued  in  the 
same  employment  by  Edward  VI.  and  having  leisure  to 
pursue  his  studies,  he  acquired  some  degree  of  esteem 
about  the  court  for  his  poetical  talents.  He  was  a  man  of 
great  piety,  in  his  morals  consequently  irreproachable,  and 
was  a  stedfast  adherent  to  the  principles  of  the  Reibrma- 
tion.  Being  offended  with  the  immodest  songs,  which  were 
then  the  usual  entertainment  of  persons  about  the  court, 
he  undertook  to  translate  the  Psalms  into  English  metrci 
hoping  the  courtiers  might  find  in  them  a  proper  antidote 
and  substitute  for  their  licentious  songs :  but  he  died  in 
1549,  without  completing  the  work.  His  will  was  proved 
Sept.  12th  of  that  year,  and  in  it  he  is  styled  groom  of  his 
majesty's  robes;  and  it  appears  that  he  died  seized  of  lands 
to  a  considerable  value  in  Hampshire  and  Com  wall. 

He  lived  to  versify  only  fiftv-one  of  the  Psalms,  which 
were  first  printed  by  Edward  Whitchurch  in  1S49,  with 
the  title  ^  All  such  Psalms  of  David  as  Thomas  Steraeholde 
late  grome  of  the  kinges  roajestyes  robes,  did  in  his  lyfe- 
tyme  drawe  into  Englyshe  metre."  This  book  is  dedicated 
to  Edward  VI.  by  the  author,  and  seems  therefore  to  have 
been  prepared  by  him  for  the  press ;  but  Wood,  and  his 
followers,  are  mistaken,  in  saying,  that  Stemhold  caused 
musical  notes  to  be  set  to  his  Psalms,  for  they  were  pub- 
lished, both  in  1549  and  1552,  without  notes;  the  first 
edition  with  notes  did  not  appear  until  1562  *•     Sir  John 

f  •  Ames  takes  notiot  of  another  work  by  Sterabold,  **  Certeyae  ebsptert  of  the 
Proocrbi  of  SolomoB  drmtren  into  mttre/'  printed  in  1551. 

>  1Mb  prefixed  to  bb  Workf . 
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HaifkiDS  thinks  it  worthy  of  remark,  that  both  in  France 
mud  EngUnd  the  Psalms  were  first  translated  into  irulgar 
metre  by  laymen;  and,  which  is  very  singular,  by  cour- 
tiers. Marot  was  of  the  bedchamber  to  Francis  I.  and 
Sternbold  groom  of  the  robes  to  Henry  VIII.  and  Edward 
VL  Their  respective  translations  were  not  completed  by 
themselves,  and  yet  they  translated  nearly  an  ecjual  num- 
ber of  Psalms,  Marot  fifty,  and  Sternhold  fifty-one. 

Stembold's  principal  successor  in  carrying  on  the  trans- 
lation of  the  Psalms  was  John  Hopkins,  who  was  admitted 
A.  B.  at  Oxford  in  1544,  and  is  supposed  to  have  been 
afterwards  a  clergyman  of  Suflfblk.    He  was  living  in  1556^. 
Warton  pronounces  him  a  rather  better  poet  than  Stern- 
hold.     He  versified  fifty-eight  of  the  Psalms,  which  are 
distinguished  by  his  initials.     Bishop  Tanner  styles  him 
^*  poeta,   nt  ea  ferebant  tempera,  eximins  ;'*    and   Bale, 
'*  Britannicorum  poetanim    sui    temporis  non   infimus  ;'* 
and,  at  the  end  of  the.  Latin  commendatory  verses  prefixed 
to  Fox's  **  Acts  and  Monumenu,^'  are  some  stanzas  of  his 
which  seem  to  justify  this  character.     Five  other  Psalms 
were  translated  by  William  Wbittingham,  the  puritan  dean 
of  Durham,  and  he  also  versified  the  decalogue^  the  prayer 
immediately  after  it,  and  very  probably  the  Lord's  prayer, 
the  creed,  and  the  hymn  '^  Veni  Creator  ;^'  all  which  fol- 
low the  singing-psalms  in  our  version.    Thomas  Norton 
(See  Norton)  translated  twenty-seven  more  of  the  psalms; 
Robert  Wisdome  the  twenty-fifth,  and  also  wrote  that  once 
very  popular  prayer  at  the  end  of  the  version,  ^  Preserve 
us.  Lord,  by  thy  dear  word,"  &c.  which  is  a  literal  trans- 
lation of  Luther^s  hymn  upon  the  same  occasion.     Eight 
psalmsy  which  complete  the  whole  series,  have  the  initials 
W.  K.  and  T.  C.  but  we  have  no  account  of  either  of  these  - 
authon. 

The  complete  version  was  first  printed  in  1568,  by  John 
Day,  entitled  **  The  whole  book  of  Psalms,  collected  into 
English  metre  by  T.  Sternhold,  J.  Hopkins,  and  others, 
conferred  with  the  Ebrue;  with  apt  notes  to  sing  them 
withsdl  :'*  Heylin,  who  seems  to  have  a  singular  aversion  to 
psalmody,  says  that  **  this  was  a  device  first  taken  up  in  France 
by  one  Clement  Marot,'*  but  this  is  a  mistake.  Luther, 
and  before  bis  time,  John  Huss,  and  the  Bohemian  bre* 
thren,  had  metrical  ps&lms  and  hymns  in  the  German  lan- 
guage, which  they  sang  to  what  Dc.  Burney  calls  unison- 
ous and  syllabic  tunes^  ^t  were  either  adopted  or  imitated 
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by  all  pofterior  reformers.  In  the  edition  of  1562  tbe 
tuDes  are  chiefly  Gerinan,  and  still  used  on  tbe  continent 
by  Lutherans  and  Calviiiists,  as  appears  by  coUation,  par- 
ticularly the  melodies  set  to  the  i2tb»  14tb»  113th,  IS^^th^ 
127th,  and  1:54th  Psalms. 

Ti|e  original  motive  to  the  luidertakinfir  of  Sternhold  and 
bis  coadjutors  was  not  solely  tbe  introduction  of  Psalm* 
singing  into  tbe  £nglish  protestaqt  churches ;  it  bad  also 
for  its  object  the  correction  of  public  morals,  as  appears 
from  the'  declaration  toniained  in  the  title-page  of  our 
common  version,  and  which  has  been  continued  in  all  the 
printed  copies  from  the  time  of  its  first  publication  to  this 
day,  **  Set  forth  and  allowed  to  be  sung  in  churches  of  the 
people  together,  before  and  after  evening  prayer,  as  also 
before  and  after  sermon  ;  and,  moreover,  in  private  houses, 
for  their  godly  solace  aiul  comfort,  laying  apart  all  ungodly 
songs  and  ballads,  which  tend  only  to  the  nourishment  of 
vice,  and  the  corrupting  of  youth/"  About  the  beginning 
of  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth  these  Psalms  were  printed 
along  with  the  book  of  Commou  Prayer,  so  that  Heylm^s 
nice  distinctions  between  an  allowance^  which  be  calls  a 
coHnivancCf  and .  an  appwbattoni  seem  to  be  unnecessary, 
and  certainly  are  inconclusive.  Sternhold  and  Hopkins's 
version,  be  its  merit  what  it  may,  had  all  the  sanction  it 
could  have,  that  of  undisturbed  use,  in  all  churches  and 
chapels,  for  above  a  century  and  a  half,  and  it  has  not  yet 
entirely  yielded  to  that  of  Tate  and  Brady.  On  its  poeti- 
cal merits  it  would  be  unnecessary  to  enter.  It  is  valuable 
chiefly  as  a  n>onument  of  literary  antiquity,  and  as  fixing 
the  ^ra  of  an^ important  addition  to  public  worship,  a  sub- 
ject which  we  I'egret  to  observe,  both  Mr.  Warton  and  Dr. 
Burney  have  treated  with  unbecoming  levity. ' 

STESICHORUS,  an  ancient  Greek  poet,  was  bom  at 
Himera,  a  city  of  Sicily,  in  the  seventh  century  B.  C. 
His  name  was  originally  Tysias,  but  changed  to  Stesicborus, 
on  account  of  his  being  the  first  who  taught  the  chorus  to 
dance  to  the  lyre.  He  appears  to  have  been  a  man  of  tbe 
first  rank  for  wisdom  and  authority  among  bis  fellow  citi- 
zens; and  to  have  had  a  great  hand  in  the  transactions 
between  that  state  and  tbe  tyrant  Phalaris.  He  died  at 
Cauua  in  Sicily  at  above  eighty^  in  the  year  556  B.  C.  and 

>  Hawkins  and  Burney*»  HitL  of  Music. — Wartoo's  Hilt  of  Poetry.— Atb. 
Ox.  vol.  I.  new  edk.—HeylJD's  Hist,  of  the  Reformation. 
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the  people  were  so  sensible  of  the  honour  his  relics  did  the 
city,  that  they  resolred  to  keep  them  against  the  claims  of 
the  Himerians.  Much  of  this  poet's  history  depends  upon 
the  authority  of  Phalaris*s  epistles ;  and  if  the  genuineness 
of  these  should  be  given  up,  which  is  now  the  general 
opinion,  yet  we  may  perhaps  collect  from  them  the  esteem 
and  character  Stesichorus  bore  with  antiquity.  We  have 
no  character  of  bis  works  on  record :  Suidas  only  tells  us, 
in  general,  that  he  composed  a  book  of  lyrics  in  the  Do- 
rian dialect;  of  which  a  few  scraps,  not  amounting  to 
threescore  lines,  are  inserted  in  the  collection  of  Fulviu» 
Ursinus,  at  Antwerp,  1568,  8Vo.  Majesty  and  greatness 
make  the  common  character  of  his  style :  and  Horace 
speaks  of  his  '*  Graves  Camcense.'*  Hence  Alexander,  in 
Dion  Chrysostom,  reckons  him  among  the  poets  whom  a 
prince  ought  to  read :  and  Synesius  puts  him  and  Homer 
together,  as  the  noble  celebrators  of  the  heroic  race.  Quin- 
tilian's  judgment  on  his  works  will  justify  ail  this :  <*  the 
force  of  Stesichorns*s  wit  appears,**  says  he,  **  from  the 
subjects  he  has  treated  of ;  wliile  he  sings  the  greatest  wart 
and  the  greatest  commanders,  and  sustains  with  his  lyre  all 
the  weight  and  grandeur  of  an  epic  poem.  For  he  makes 
fats  heroes  speak  and  act  agreeably  to  their  characters :  and 
had  he  but  observed  moderation,  he  would  have  appeared 
the  fairest  rival  of  Homer.  But  he  is  too  exuberant,  and 
does  not  know  how  to  contain  himself:  which,  though  really 
a  fault,  yet  is  one  of  those  faults  which  arises  from  an 
abundance  and  excess  of  genius.*' ' 

STEVENS  (William),  a  very  worthy,  benevolent,  and 
learned  citizen  of  London,  was  born  in  the  parish  of  St. 
Saviour*s,  Southwarfc,  March  2,  1732.  His  father  was  a 
tradesman,  residing  in  that  parish,  and  his  mother  was 
sister  of  the  rev.  Samuel  Home,  rector  of  Otbam,  near 
Maidstone,  in  Kent,  and  auut  of  the  late  excellent  Dn 
Home,  bishop  of  Norwich.  His  father  died  when  he  was 
in  his  infancy,  and  being  educated  with  his  cousin,  George 
Home,  an  attachment,  from  similarity  of  disposition,  com- 
menced between  them,  which  led  to  the  same  studies  in 
their  future  lives,  although  their  destinations  were  so  dif- 
ferent. When  little  more  than  fifteen,  Mr.  Home  was  sent 
to  Oxford,  and  Mr.  Steven*,  at  the  same  period,  being  only 

1  Qnmtiliao  lost  lib.  X.  cap.  I.— Vois.  de  Poet,  GrsBC.— Fabric.  Bibl.  6mc 
— Bmaej'i  UifU  of  Musics  toL  L 
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fourteen,  in  Angntt  1746,  wms  pUced  as  an  apprentice 
witb  Mr.  Hookbam,  No.  68,  Old  Broad-ttreet,  an  eminent 
wholesale  hosier,  and  in  this  hoase  he  lived  and  died.  The 
cousins  now  communicated  by  correspondence,  in  which 
Mr.  Home  informed  bis  friend  of  the  studies  in  which  he 
was  engaged,  while  Mr.  Sterens  spent  all  his  leisure  lime 
in  acquiring,  by  his  own  labour  and  industry,  that  know- 
ledge which  the  young  academician  was  amassing  under 
belter  auspices.  By  such  means  Mr.  Stereos  acquired, 
not  <mly  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  French  lan- 
guage, but  also  a  considerable  knowledge  of  Latin,,  Greek, 
and  Hebrew  literature,  and  became  also  an  excellent  theo- 
logian.  All  this  was  performed  ami4st  the  strictest  atten- 
tion to  the  duties  of  his  apprenticeship,  and  when  that  term 
eipired  in  1763,  bis  master  employed  him  for  a  year  as 
his  assistant,  and  then  rewarded  his  fidelity  and  upright 
conduct,  by  taking  him  into  partnership.  Mr.  Stevens^ 
after  this,  continued  to  pursue  his  business  with  his  usual 
acti<rity  for  many  years  with  little  alteration  as  to  the  cir- 
cumstances of  it.  When  Mr.  Hookfaam  died,  his  nephew 
Mr.  Paterspn  succeeded,  with  whom,  and  Mr.  Watlington, 
Mr.  Stevens  conducted  the  business,  as  chief  partner,  on- 
til  1801,  when  he  relinquished  a  great  part  of  the  profits, 
in  order  to  be  relieved  from  the  drudgery  of  business,  and 
to  dedicate  more  of  his  time  to  the  society  of  the  fHends 
that  he  loved,  and  to  those  studies  in  which  he  delighted. 
About  two  years  before  his  death,  he  gave  up  the  whole 
concern  to  Mr.  Paterson,  with  whom,  however,  he  conti- 
nued to  board  till  his  death. 

His  leisure  time,  during  the  whole  of  his  life,  he  dedi- 
cated to  jstudy,  to  intercourse  with  learned  men,  and  to 
the  duties  of  benevolence  and  devotion.  His  reading  was 
extensive,  and  his  taste  may  be  understood  from  the  plan 
of  his  studies.  He  was  well  versed  in  the  writings  of  the 
fathers  of  the  church  of  the  first  three  centuries,  generally 
called  the  Apostolic  fathers;  he  had  twice  read  through 
Dr.  Thomas  Jacicson's  Body  of  Divinity,  in  three  large  fo- 
lios ;  a  divine  for  whose  writings  bishop  Home  always  ex- 
pressed the  highest  respect.  The  works  of  bishops  An- 
drews, Jeremy  Taylor,  and  dean  Hickes,  were  quite  fanod- 
liar  to  Mr.  Stevens;  and  there  was  hardly  a  writer  of  mo- 
dern days,  at  all  celebrated  for  orthodox  opinions,  who  was 
unknown  to  him.  Such  was  the  esteem  in  which  he  was 
held,  as  a  theologian,  that  Dr.  Douglas,  bishop  of  Salisbury,' 
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once  laid  of  him^  <'  Here  it  a  nuin,  who,  though  not  a  bithop, 
yet  would  have  beeo  thought  worthy  of  that  character  in 
the  first  and  purest  ages  of  the  Christian  church  ;*'  and  the 
late  bishop  Horsley,  who  was  not  given  to  flattery,  when  on 
one  occasion  Mr.  Stevens  paid  him  a  compliment  on  ac<- 
oount  of  his  sermon,  said,  ^JMr.  Stevens,  a  compliment 
from  you  upon  such  a  subject  is  of  no  inconside^ble  va* 
lue."  Mr.  Stevens  was  also,  like  bishop  Home,  a  great 
admii'er  of  the  works  of  Mr.  John  Hutchinson. 

In  1773  Mr.  Stevens  first  appeared  as  an  author,  if  we 
may  say  so  of  one  who  never  put  his  name  to  his  writ- 
ings, by  publishing  ^^An  Essay  on  the  nature  and  consti- 
tution of  the  Christian  church,  wherein  are  set  forth  the 
form  of  iu  government,   the  extent  of  its  powers,  and 
the  limits  of  our  obedience,  by  a  layman.*'    This  was  pub«> 
lished  at    a  time   (the  preface  says)  ''  when   the  press 
teemed  with  the  most  scurrilous  invectives  against  the  fun- 
damental doctrines  of  our  religion :  and  even  the  news** 
papers  were  converted  into  trumpets  of  sedition  by  the 
enemies  of  the  church/*     Thirty  years  after  the  appear- 
ance of  this  tract  the  society  for  promoting  Christian  know* 
ledge  placed  it  on  the  catalogue  of  their  publications  with 
the  name  of  the  author,  one  of  whose  primary  motives  for 
.  writing  it  was  the  effort  making  in  1773  to  get  rid  of  sub« 
scription  to  the  Thirty-nine  articles.    With  the  same  view, 
and  about  the  same  time,  Mr.  Wollaston,  rector  of  Cbisle- 
hurst  in  Kent,  having  published  ^*  An  address  to  the  Clergy 
of  the  church  of  England  in  particular,  and  to  all  Chris-r 
tians  in  general,**  Mr.  Stevens  printed  '*  Cursory  Obser- 
vations** on  this  pamphlet,  with  a  mixture  of  playfulness 
and  argument,  censuring  him  for  being  friendly  to  the 
scheme  then  in  view.     In  1776  he  published  *^  A  discourse 
on  the  English  Constitution,  extracted  firom  a  late  eminent 
writer,  and  applicable  to  the  present  times,*'  which  were, 
it  may  be  remembered,  times  of  great  political  turbulences 
In  the  following  year  he  published  two  distinct  works :  the 
one,  ^^  Strictures  on  a  sermon  entitled.  The  Principles  of 
the  Revolution  vindicated — preached  before  the  university 
of  Cambridge,  on  Wednesday,  May  29,  1776,  by  Richard 
Watson,  D.D.  F.R,S.  Regius  professor  of  divinity  in  that 
university  ;**  and,  the  other,  '*  The  Revolution  vindicated^ 
and  constitutional  liberty  asserted ;  in  answer  to  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Watson's  Accession  Sermon,  preached  before  the  uni* 
venicy  of  Cambridge  on  Oct.  25,  1776.**     In  both  these 
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works,  b^  contends  that  the  preacher  and  bis  friendft  en* 
deavour  to  support  doctrines  which,  if  followed,  would  de- 
stroy, and  not  pi*eserve  the  constitation,  grounding  all  au-i> 
thority  in  the  power  of  the  people :  that  the  refolution  (in 
1688)  intended  to  preserve^  and  did  preserve,  the  constita- 
tion,  in  its  pristine  state  and  Vigour:  and  that  this  is  Mani* 
fest  from  the  convention,  fotinding  the  revolution  entirely 
on  the  abdication  and  vacancy  of  the  throne. 

Prior  in  point  of  time  to  these  works  on  political  sub* 
jects,  he  had  proved  his  critical  knowledge  of  tbe  Hebrew 
language,  by  a  work  entitled  ^*  A  new  and  faithful  transla- 
tion of  Letters  from  M.  L*Abb£  de  ■         Hebrew  professof 

in  the  university  of ^  to  the  rev.  Benj.  Kentiicott,  &c.*' 

Whether  these  letters  were  translated  from  the  French,  ai 
the  title-page  imports,  or  were  the  work  of  Mr.  Steven^ 
himself,  **  it  is  not,"  says  his  learned  biographer,  ''  materiid 
to  inquire.  The  object  of  this  publication  was  to  offer 
some  observations  on  the  doctor's  proposals,  and  to  point  • 
out  the  supposed  evil  tendency  of  the  plan."  In  this,  as  we 
have  noticed  in  our  account  of  Dr.  Kennicott,  Mr.  Stevens 
was  not  singular,  and  if  he  erred,  he  did  not  err  alone  in 
his  judgment  upon  the  points  at  issue.-^AIthough  Mr.  Ste- 
vens would  never  announce  himself  as  the  author  of  any  of 
the  preceding  works,  he  collected  them  at  the  earnest 
solicitation  of  his  friends,  into  a  volume,  which,  with  his 
characteristic  humility,  he  entitled  <<  OvJlhio^  ffyot,*' — *<The 
Works  of  Nobody,"  and  g^ve  copies  in  presents  to  his 
friends. 

In  1800,  he  was  again  induced  to  enter  the  fields  of  con- 
troversy, in  defence  of  the  opinions  partly  of  bis  relation 
bishop  Home,  and  partly  of  his  friend  Mr.  Jones.  Mr. 
Jones,  in  his  life  of  bishop  Home,  had  adverted  to  that  pre- 
late's acquaintance  with  the  writings  of  Hutchinson ;  but 
before  a  second  edition  was  wanted,  some  writers  bad  at- 
tacked the  character  of  Dr.  Home,  as  an  Hutchinsonian  i 
and  Mr.  Jones  therefore,  in  the  new  edition  of  the  life,  pub- 
lished in  1799,  introduced  a  long  preface,  vindicating  the 
bishop,  and  shewing  that  the  Hutchinsonian  plan  was  con-» 
sistent  with  the  Holy  Scriptures.  This  preface  being  re- 
viewed in  the  British  Critic  in  a  manner  by  no  means  satis- 
factory to  the  supporters  of  Hutchinsonian  opinions,  or  the 
friends  of  Mr.  Jones  (who  died  about  this  time),  Mr.  Ste- 
vens, with  all  the  ardour  of  friendship,  and  with  all  the 
ability  and  spirit  which' had  distinguished  him  in  his  earlier 
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jmri)  poblisbed  under  the  nftme  of  Am,  the  Hebrew  word 
for  Nobody,  *^  A  Review  of  the  Review  of  a  new  Preface 
to  the  second  edition  of  Mr.  Joneses  Life  of  bishop  Horne.^ 

The  last  literary  work  in  which  Mr.  Stevens  was  en- 
raged, was  an  uniform  edition  of  the  works  of  Mr.  Jones, 
m  12  vols.  Svo,  to  which  he  prefixed  a  life  of  that  excellent 
nan,  composed  in  a  style  of  artless  and  pathetic  religious 
eloquence,  which  kis  biographer  bas  very  aptly  compared  to 
that  of  Isaac  Walton,  between  whom  and  Mr.  Stevens  he 
states  other  similarities.  *<  Both  were  tradesmen ;  they 
were  both  men  of  reading,  and  personally  acquired  learn*^ 
ing ;  of  considerable  theological  knowledge — well  versed 
in  that  book  which  is  the  only  legitimate  source  of  all  theo^i- 
logy,  the  Bible.  Both  were  companions  and  friends  of 
the  most  eminent  prelates  and  divines  that  adorned  the 
church  of  England ;  both  were  profound  masters  in  the  ari 
of  holy  livings  and  of  the  same  cheerfulness  of  disposition^ 
&c.  &c.''  But  though  Mr.  Stevens  never  published  any  other 
work  that  can  be  called  his  own,  yet  he  was  always  con- 
aidering  how  the  world  might  be  benefited  by  the  labours 
of  others,  and  therefore  he  was  a  great  encourager  of  his 
learned  friend  Mr.  Jones,  in  the  publication  of  bis  varioua 
works ;  and  after  the  death  of  bishop  Home,  the  most  se« 
vere  loss  he  ever  metwith,  he  superintended  the  publica^ 
tion  of  some  of  the  volumes  of  his  sermons.  It  was  he  also 
who  suggested  to  the  bishop  the  ^*  Letters  on  Infidelity,'? 
in  answer  to  Dr.  Adam  Smith's  exaggerated  character  of 
Hume ;  and  to  him  the  bishop  addressed  them  under  the 
initial^  of  W.  S.  esq. 

Mr.  Stevens  died  Feb.  6,  1S07,  at  his  house  in  Broad- 
street,  and  was  interred  in  Otbam  church-yard  in  the 
county  of  Kent.  Otham  was  not  the  place  of  his  nativity, 
yet,  from  being  the  parish  of  his  maternal  relations,  he  had 
always  regarded  it  as  his  home ;  and  in  that  church-yard 
be  expressed  his  desire  to  be  buried.  Indeed  to  the 
church  of  Otham  be  bad,  during  his  life-time,  been  a 
great  benefactor,  hailing  laid  out  about  600/.  in  repairing 
and  adorning  it.  An  epitaph  hats  since  been  placed  on  n 
marble  tablet,  containing  a  just  summary  of  his  excellent 
character.  For  a  more  minute  detail  of  it,  and  particularly 
of  his  exfensive  charities,  both  as  an  individual,  and  as 
treasurer  of  queen  Anne's  bounty,  which  office  he  held 
many  years,  and  it  afForJed  to  him  a  wide  scope  for  bene- 
volent exertion  ;  for  many  admirable  traits  of  temper  and 

V0L.XXV1II.  Dd 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


40a  STEVENS. 

proofii  of  Ultpiy  ^nd  for  m  ezample  of  iiitagrity»  priT««« 
vktueiy  and  public  usefuluesf,  rarely  to  be  met  with,  we 
muit  refer  to  tbe  **  Memoirs  of  William  Sievees,  etq.'* 
priated  for  private  distribatiqn  in  1812,  8?Oy  and  in  1815 
for  sale.  This  very  interesuog  and  instructive  work  is  tbe 
weli-known,  although  not  avowed^  production  of  a  learned 
judge,  who  has  ably  proved  <^  bow  much  every  man  baa 
it  in  his  power,  eveo  under  very  discouraging  circum- 
stances, by  diligence,  fidelity,  and  attention,  to  advance 
bimsel^  not  only  in  worldly  prosperity,  but  in  learning  and 
wisdom,  in  purity  of  life,  and  in  moral  and  religious  know* 
ledge,*'  and  that  ^<  a  life  of  the  strictest  piety  sad  devotion 
to  God,  and  of  the  warmest  and  most  extensive  benevo- 
lence to  our  fellow  men,  is  strictly  compatible  witb  tbe 
utmost  cheerfulness  of  disposition,  with  all  rational  plea* 
sures,  and  with  all  the  gaiety,  which  young  persons  natu* 
rally  feel.*'' 

STEVIN,  Stevinus  (Simon),  a  Flemish  mathenutdciao 
of  Bruges,  who  died  in  1633,  was  master  of  mathematics 
to  prince  Maurice  of  Nassau,  and  inspector  of  tbe  dykes  ia 
Holland.  It  is  said  he  was  the  inventor  of  the  sailing  cha- 
riots, sometimes  made  use  of  in  Holland.  He  was  a  good 
practical  mathematician  and  mechanisti  and  was  author  of 
several  useful  works :  as,  treatises  on  firithmetic,  algebra, 
geometry,  statics,  optics,  trigonometry,  geography,  astro* 
Domy,  fortification,  and  many  others,  in  the  Dutch  Ian* 
guage,  which  were  translated  into  (.atin,  by  Soellius,  and 
printed  in  two  volumes  folio.  Tbf  re  are  also  two  editions 
in  tbe  French  language,  in  folio,  both  printed  at  L^yden^i 
tbe  one  in  1608,  and  the  other  in  1634,  with  curious  notes 
and  additions,  by  Albert  Girard*  In  Dr.  Hutton^s  Dic- 
tionary, art.  Algebra,  there  is  a  particular  account  of 
8tevin*ainventions  and  improvements,  which  w^remany  and 
ingenious.' 

STEWART-DEN  HAM  (Sir  James),  an  eminent  poli- 
tical writer,  was  born  at  Edinburgh,  Oqt.  10,  1713.  His 
father  was  sir  James  Stewart  pf  Goostrees,  bart.  solicitor- 
general  for  Scotland}  and  hif  mother  was  Anne,  daughter 
of  sir  Hugh  Dalrymple  of  North  Berwick,  bart.  president 
of  tbe  college  of  justice  in  Scotland.  After  som^  classical 
education  at  tbe  school  of  North  Berwick,  in  East  Lo< 
tbian,    he  was  removed  to  the  university  of  Edinburgh, 
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whcre^  in  addition  to  the  other  sciences  usually  taught 
there,  be  made  himself  well  acquainted  wftb  the  ftoman 
law  and  history,  and  the  municipal  law  of  Scotland.  He 
then  went  to  the  bar  as  an  advocate,  and  published  an 
acute  and  ingenious  thesis  on  that  occasion,  having  before 
submitted  himself,  as  is  usual,  to  a  public  examination  by 
the  faculty  of  advocates. 

A  few  months  after  this  introduction  to  the  practice  of 
bis  profession,  he  set  out  upon  his  travels,  and  made  the 
tour  of  Holland,  Germany,  France,  Spain,  and  Italy, 
which  employed  him  for  nearly  five  years ;  after  which,  ih 
1740,  he  returned  to  Scotland,  and  two  years  after  mar- 
ried lady  Frances  Wemyss,  eldest  daughter  of  the  earl  of 
Wemyss.  One  of  his  biographers  observes,  that  his  reforfi 
to  the  bar  was  anxiously  expected  by  bis  frienfds  and  coitm* 
Irymeo,  and  his  absence  from  it  was  imputed  to  the  tnAtx* 
ence  of  certain  connections  of  a  political  nature,  which  he 
bad  formed  abroad,  and  particularly  at  Rome. 

A  few  months  after  his  marriage  a  vacancy  took  place'  m 
the  representation  in  parliament  for  the  county  of  EAn<t> 
burgh,  when  sir  James  took  an  active' part  kt  opposition  to 
the  interest  of  Robert  Dnndas,  esq.  of  Arniston,  one  of 
the  senators  of  the  college  of  justice,  who  happenerd  to  pre- 
side at  the  meeting  of  the  electors  for  thie  county  of 
Edinburgh,  ^nd  omitted  to  call  over  sir  Jameses  namre,  on 
the  roil  of  the  electors,  on  account  of  an  alleged  insnffi* 
Ctency  of  right  to  vote  on  that  occasion.  On  this  Account 
Mr.  Dundas  became  the  object  of  a  legal  prosecution  by 
sir  James,  as  having  disobeyed  the  act  of  parliament  re^ 
Ifkting  to  the  roils  of  electors  of  members  of  parliament  for 
counties  in  Scotland.  When,  in  the  course  of  litigationy 
this  cause  came  to  be  heard  before  the  college  of  justicey 
sir  James  pleaded  his  own  cause  with  so  much  eloquence; 
and  in  so  masterly  a  manner,  that  Mr.  Dundas  (commonty 
called  lord  Arniston),  though  a  judge,  came  down  from 
the  bench  and  defended  himself  at  the  bar ;  an  appear- 
ance very  uncommon,  and  demonstrative  of  the  high  sense 
he  bad  of  the  abilities  of  bis  opponent.  This  extraordinary 
appearance  of  our  author  gave  Ibe  greatest  hopes  of  biv 
professional  abilities,  and  insfnred  all  his  friends  with  fresh 
2eal  for  his  continuance  at  the  bar ;  but  the  senttiwents  and 
engagements  formerly  mentioned  in  all  probability  pre- 
vented sir  James  from  availing  himself  of  so  brilliaqt  ao 
introduction* 
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After  this  straggle  be  passed  near  two  years  at  his  seat 
in  .the  country,  surrounded  at  all  times  by  the  most  learned 
mnd  accomplished  of  his  countrymen,  and  rendering  him** 
•elf  continually  the  delight  of  all  his  guests  and  compa* 
tijons,  by  the  charms  and  variety  of  his  conversation!  and 
the  polite  animation  of  his  manners  and  address.  Among 
those  were  many  of  the  illustrious  persons  whp  afterwards 
engaged  in  the  attempt  to  place  the  Pretender  on  the 
throne  in  1745.  As  he  was  by  far  the  ablest  man  of  that 
party,  the  Jacobites  engaged  him  to  write  prince  Charles- 
Edward's  manifesto,  and  to  assist  in  his  councils.  Infor* 
naation  having  been  given  of  his  share  in  these  affoirs,  he 
thought  it  prudent,  on  the  failure  of  the  attempt,  to  leave 
Britain,  and  was  excepted  afterwards  from  the  bill  of  in- 
demnity, and  thus  rendered  an  exile  from  his  country.  He 
chose  France  for  his  residence  during  the  first  ten  years  of 
bis  banishment,  and  was  chiefly  at  Angoulesme,  where  be 
applied  himself  to  the  study  of  those  subjects  which  are 
treated  in  his  works,  particularly  finance,  and  collected 
that  vast  magazine  of  facts  relating  to  the  revenue  which 
laid  the  foundation  for  some  of  the  most  curious  and  in- 
teresting chapters  of  his  ^'  Pripciples  of  Political  CE^^ono- 
my.'*  From  the  information  on  these  subjects  which  he 
obtained  in  France,  he  was  enabled  to  compare  the  state 
of  the  two  nations,  as  well  as  to  give  that  very  clear  and 
succinct  account  of  the  then  state  of  the  French  finances 
which  composes  the  sixth  chapter  of  the  fourth  part  of 
the  fourth  book  of  his  great  work.  In  1757,  sir  Jamea 
published  at  Frankfort  on  the  Maine,  his  ^'Apologiedu 
sentiment  de  Monsieur  de  chevalier  Newton,  sur  Tancienne 
chronologie  des  Grecs,  contenant  des  reponses  a  toutes  lea 
objections  qui  y  ont  6i6  faites  jusqu^i  present."  Thia 
apology  was  written  in  the  beginning  of  1755  ;  but  the 
printing  of  it  was  at  that  time  prevented  by  his  other  en- 
gagements.    It  is  said  to  be  a  work  of  great  merit. 

While  sir  James  resided  abroad,  during  the  war  between 
France  and  Great  Britain,  which  terminated  in  1763,  he 
liad  the  misfortune  to  have  some  letters  addressed  to  him 
proceeding  on  the  mistake  of  his  person  and  character, 
by  which  he  became  innocently  the  object  of  suspicion, 
as  furnishing  intelligence  to  the  enemy,  which  occasioned 
the  imprisonment  of  bis  person  until  the  mistake  was  dis- 
covered. Some  time  after  the  peace  of  Paris,  he  was  per- 
mitted to  come  incognito  to  London,  where  a  noli  prosepd 
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and  pardon  was  solicited  for  bim,  throagh  different  chan- 
nelsy  and  particularly  through  that  of  lord  Chatham^  by  the 
interposition  of  sir  James's  nephew,  the  present  earl  of 
Buchan,  then  lord  Cardross ;  and  although  this  was  not  then 
successful,  yet  in  1767  sir  James  was  fully  restored  to  his 
native  country,  and  to  his  citizenship,  with  the  gracious 
approbation  of  bis  discerning  sovereign.  He  then  retired 
to  his  paternal  inheritance,  and  continued  to  efert  his 
faculties  for  the  benefit  of  his  country.  He  repaired  tfa« 
mansion  of  his  ancestors,  improved  his  neglected  acres, 
set  forward  the  improvements  of  the  province  in  which  be 
resided,  by  promoting  high-roads,  bridges,  agriculture, 
and  manufactures ;  publishing  at  this  time,  for  the  use  of 
the  public,  an  anonymous  plan  for  the  construction  of  an 
act  of  parliament  to  regulate  the  application  of  the  statute 
labour  of  the  peasants  and  others  upon  the  public  roads ; 
the  greatest  part  of  which  treatise  has  been  since  adopted 
in  the  framing  of  acts  for  the  different  counties  in  Scot« 
land. 

In  1771,  he  was  employed,  on  the  generous  offer  of  his 
gratuitous  services,  by  the  East  India  Company  of  Great 
Britain,  to  consider  the  most  likely  methods  of  regulating 
the  coin  in  their  settlemenu;  and  in  the  year  17721,  at 
their  request,  he  published  the  results  of  his  labours  on 
that  subject;  in  a  treatise  entitled  <^  The  principles  of 
money  applied  to  the  present  state  of  the  coin  of  Bengal.^* 
In  a  letter  to  lord  Buchan,  he  conveyed  a  plan  for  a  ge- 
neral uniformity  of  weights  and  measures,  a  work  of  great 
ingenuity  and  learning,  which  was  intended  to  have  been 
laid  before  the  congress^  previous  to  the  peace  of  1763.  It 
was  written  at  Tubingen  in  Suabia,  and  finally  corrected 
and  enlarged  at  Coltness,  bis  seat  in  Clydesdale  in  Scot- 
land, in  March  1778,  and  published  at  London  in  1790. 
In  the  summer  of  1779,  he  set  himself  to  inquire  minutely 
into  the  state  of  the  distillery  and  brewery,  and  the  revenue 
,  arising  from  it,  which  was  suggested  by  the  complaint  which 
bad  proceeded  from  an  act  of  parliament,  enlarging  the 
lawful  siae  of  vessels  for  the  distillation  of  malt  spirits,  and  ' 
the  imposition  of  a  tax  in  Scotland,  equal  to  that  in  England, 
on  malt  spirits :  the  general  result  of  this  inquiry  be  ano- 
nymously published  in  the  Edinburgh  Evening  Courant  of 
October  2,  1779;  and  the  particular  discussion,  with  the 
materials  be  bad  used,  be  transmitted  to  a  friend  in  par- 
liament.   Tbit  publieation  had  the  effect  to  present  the 
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couQties  in  Scotland  from  entering  into  crude  revolutions 
OB  »  9ubje^  of  so  much  in^portance.  In  17SQ,  in  the  b«<* 
ginning  of  October,  sit  James  was  attacked  by  an  inflam* 
mation  in  bis  toe,  in  consequence  of  the  too  near  cutting 
of  a  nail,  wbicb,  froni  ^e  ill  habit  of  bis  body  at  that  time, 
terminated^  towards  tbe  beginning  of  Novem|>er,  ioa  mor* 
ti6cation«  Tbe  progress  of  this  disorder  was  arrested  by 
the  copious  use  of  the  Jesuits  bark ;  but  on  tbe  1 9th  pf 
that  month,  be  was  seized  with  a  fever,  which  put  an  epd 
to  bis  useful  and  valuable  life  on  the  26tb.  His  biogra- 
pher adds,  ^*  It  is  with  uncomnu)n  satisfaction  that  we  find 
i(  in  our  power  to  adorn  the  account  of  this  celebrated 
author,  by  adding  tbe  ju^t  encomium  of  his  domestic  vir- 
tues, an  accompaniment  too  often  wanting,  at  least  with 
truth,  in  the  biography  of  illustrious  characters.  As  a  bus* 
band,  father,  master,  companion,  and  friend,  sir  James*» 
life  was  distinguished ;  and  to  all  these  excellent  qualities 
that  rare  one  of  public  spirit,  and  unwearied  attention  to 
the  interest  of  the  state,  were  eminently  conjoined." 

Sir  James  had,  by  tbe  lady  Frances  Stenart,  a  daughter, 
who  died  soon  after  her  birth  ^  and  the  present  air  James 
Steuart  Denham,  baronet. 

His  ^Unquiry  into  the  principles  of  Political  CEconomy" 
was  published  in  1767,  2  vols.  4to.  On  this  work  there 
have  be^n  considerable  differences  of  opinion,  and  tbe  au- 
thor certainly  has  never  attracted  so  much  attention  as  his 
great  rival  on  the  same  subject,  Dr.  Adam  Smith,  who  has 
been  heard  to  observe  that  he  understood  sir  James's  sys- 
tem better  from  his  conversation  than  from  his  volume$« 
The  work  was  republished  in  1805,  along  with  other  pieces 
from  his  pen,  in  6  vols.  8vo.  * 

STEWART  (Matthew),  an  eminent  mathematician^ 
and  professor  of  mathematics  in  the  nniversity  of  Edin- 
burgh, was  the  son  of  the  reverend  Air.  Dugald  Stewart, 
minister  of  Rothsay  in  tbe  Isle  of  Bute,  and  was  born  at 
that  place  in  1717.  After  having  finished  his  coursf  at  the 
grammar  schpol,  being  intended  by  his  ffither  for  the 
church,  he  was  sent  to  the  university  of  Glasgow,  and  was 
entered  there  as  a  student  in  1734.  His  academical  studies 
were  prosecuted  with  diligence  and  success ;  and  he  waa 
particularly  distinguished  by  the  fri^odship  of  Dr.  Hutch^- 

1  Lire  by  lord  Buehao  in  vol.  I.  of  the  Transactions  of  tbe  Society  of  An* 
tiquftiies  of  Scotland  j^^nd  another  prefiied  to  bis  works. 
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son,  and  t)r.  Simson  the  celebrated  geometrician,  under 
whom  he  madi^  ^reat  progress  in  that  science. 

Mr.  Stewart*!  views  made  it  necessary  for  him  to  attend 
the  lectures  in  the  university  of  Edinburgh  in  I74t  ;  and 
« that  bis  ibathematical  studies  might  sutler  no  interruption, 
he  was  introduced  by  Dr.  Simson  to  Mr.  Maclaurin,  who 
was  then  teaching  with  so  much  success  both  the  geometry 
and  the  philosophy  of  Newton,  and  under  whom  Mr.  Stew- 
art made  that  pro6eiency  which  was  to  be  expected  frutn 
the  abilities  of  such  a  pupil,  directed  by  those  of  so  gpreat 
a  master.  But  the  modern  analysis,  even  when  thus  power- 
fully recommended,  was  not  able  to  withdraw  his  attention 
firom  the  relish  of  the  ancient  geometry,  which  he  had  im- 
bibed under  Dr.  Simson.  He  still  kept  up  a  regular  cor- 
respondence with  this  gentleman,  giving  him  an  account 
of  his  progress,  and  of  bis  discoveries  in  geometry,  which 
were  now  both  numerous  and  important,  and  receiving  in 
return  many  curious  communications  with  respect  to  the 
Loci  Planij  and  the  Porisms  of  Euclid.  Mr.  Stewart  pur- 
sued this  latter  subject  in  a  different,  and  new  direction, 
and  was  led  to  the  discovery  of  those  curious  and  interest- 
ing propositions,  which  were  published,  under  the  title  of 
•*  General  Theorems,'*  in  1746,  which,  although  given  with- 
out the  demonstrations,  placed  their  discoverer  at  once 
among  the  geometricians  of  the  first  rank.  They  are,  for 
the  most  part,  Porisms,  though  Mr.  Stewart,  careful  not  to 
anticipate  the  discoveries  of  bis  friend,  gave  them  only  the 
name  of  Theorems.  While  engaged  in  them,  Mr.  Stewart 
had  entered  into  the  church,  and  become  roinbter  of  Rose- 
neath*  It  was  in  that  retired  and  romantic  situation,  that 
be  discovered  the  greater  part  of  those  theorems.  In  the 
summer  of  1 746,  the  mathematical  chair  in  the  university 
of  Edinburgh  became  vacant,  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Maclau- 
rin.  The  "  General  Theorems**  had  not  yet  appeared ; 
Mr.  Stewart  was  known  only  to  h»  friends ;  and  the  eyes  of 
the  public  were  naturally  turned  on  Mr.  Stirling,  who  then 
resided  at  Leadhills,  and  who  was  well  known  in  the  mathe- 
matical world.  He  however  declined  appearing  as  a  can- 
didate for  the  vacant  cMr;  and  several  others  were  named, 
among  whom  was  Mr.  Stewart.  Upon  this  occasion  he 
printed  his  **  Theorems,**  which  gave  him  a  decided  supe- 
riority above  all  the  other  candidates.  He  was  accordingly 
elected  professor  of  mathematics  in  the  university  of  Edin- 
burgh, in  September  1747. 
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Tbe  duties  of  this  office  gaTe  a, turn  somewhat  differeoi 
to  his  mathematical  pursuits,  and  led  him  to  thiok  of  tbe 
most  simple  and  elegant  means  of  explaining  those  difficult 
propositions,  which  were  hitherto  only  accessible  to  men 
deeply  versed  in  the  modern  analysis.  In  doing  this,  be 
was  pursuing  the  object  which,  of  all  others,  he  most  ar« 
dently  wished  to  obtain,  viz.  tbe  application  of  geometry 
to  such  problems  as  th^  algebraic  calculus  alone  had  been 
thought  able  to  resolve.  His  solution  of  Kepler's  problem 
was  the  first  specimen  of  this  kind  which  he  gave  to  the 
world,  and  which,  unlike  all  former  attempts,  was  at  once 
direct  in  iu  method  and  simple  in  its  principles.  This  ap- 
peared in  vol.  II.  of  the  '^  £ssays  of  the  Philosophical  So- 
cie^  of  Edinburgh,'*  for  1756 ;  and  in  the  first  volume  of 
the  same  collection  are  some  other  propositions  by  him, 
which  are  an  extension  of  a  curious  theorem  in  tbe  fourth 
book  of  Pappus. 

In  the  course  of  prosecuting  his  plan  of  introducing  iato 
tbe  higher  parts  of  mixed  mathematics,  the  strict  and  sim- 
ple form  of  ancient  demonstration,  he  produced  the 
**  Tracts  Physical  and  Mathematical,*'  which  wc^re  pub- 
lished in  1761.  In  tbe  first  of  these,  Mr.  Stewart  lays 
down  the  doctrine  of  centripetal  forces  in  a  series  of  pro- 
positions demonstrated,  the  quadrature  of  curves  being 
admitted,  with  the  utmost  rigour,  and  requiring  no  pre- 
vious knowledge  of  mathematics,  except  the  elements  of 
plane  geometry  and  of  conic  sections.  The  good  order  of 
these  propositions,  added  to  the  clearness  and  simplicity 
of  the  demonstrations,  renders  this  tract  the  best  elemen- 
tary treatise  of  physical  astronomy  that  is  any  where  to  be 
found.  In  the  three  following  tracts,  his  object  was  to  de- 
termine, by  the  same  method,  tbe  e£fect  of  those  forcea* 
which  disturb  the  motions  of  a  secoodary  planet :  and  from 
these  he  proposed  to  deduce,  not  only  the  theory  of  the- 
moon,  but  a  determination  of  the  sun's  distance  from  the 
earth.  The  former,  it  is  well  known,  is  the  most  difficult 
subject  to  which  mathematics  have  been  applied.  It  most 
be  reigretted,  therefore,'  that  the  decline  of  Dr.  Stewart's 
health,  which  began  soon  after  the  publication  of  the 
'*  Tracts"  did  not  permit  him  to  pursue  this  investigation. 
In  regard  to  the  distance  of  the  sun,  tbe  transit  of  Venus, 
which  was  to  happen  in  1761,  had  turned  the  attention  of 
mathematicians  to  the  solution  of  this  curious  problem; 
but  when  it  was  considered  of  how  delicate  a  nature  the. 
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observations  were  from  which  that  solution  was  to  be  de- 
duced, and  to  how  many  accidents  they  were  exposed,  it 
was  natural  that  some  attempts  should  be  made  to  ascer- 
sain  the  dimensions  of  our  system  by  some  method  less 
subject  to  disappointment  Such  accordingly  was  the  de- 
sign of  Dr.  Stewart,  and  his  inquiries  into  the  lunar  irre- 
gularities had  furnished  him  with  the  means  of  accom^ 
plishing  It. 

The  transit  of  Venus  took  place ;  the  astronomers  re- 
turned, who  had  viewed  the  curious  phenomenon,  from  the 
most  distant  stations :  and  no  very  satisfactory  result  was 
obtained  from  a  comparison  of  their  observations.  Dr. 
Stewart  then  resolved  to  apply  the  principles  he  had  al- 
ready laid  down  ;.  and  in  1763  published  his  essay  on  the 
'*  SanU  Distance,"  where  the  computation  being  actually 
made,  the  parallax  of  the  sun  was  found  to  be  no  more 
than  6"  9,  and  consequently  his  distance  almost  2987S 
semidiameters  of  the  earth,  or  nearly  1 19  millions  of  miles. 

A  determination  of  the  sun's  distance,  that  so  far  ex-^ 
ceeded  all  former  estimations  of  it,  was  received  with  sur- 
prise, and  the  reasoning  on  which  it  was  fouuded  was  likely 
to  undergo  a  severe  examination.  But,  even  among  astro-, 
nomers,  it  was  not  every  one  who  could  judge  in  a  matter 
of  such  difficult  discussion.  Accordingly,  it  was  not  till 
about  five  years  after  the  publication  of  the  sun*s  distance, 
that  there  appeared  a  pamphlet,  under  the  title  of  *<  Four 
Propositions,*'  intended  to  point  out  certain  errors  in  Dr. 
Stewart's  investigation,  which  had  given  a  result  much 
greater  than  the  truth.  From  his  desire  of  simplifying, 
and  of  employing  only  the  geopietrical  method  of  reasoning, 
he  was  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  rejecting  quantities, 
which  were  considerable  enough  to  have  a  great  effect  on 
the  last  result  An  error  was  thus  introduced,  which,  had 
it  not  been  for  certain  compensations,  would  have  become 
immediately  obvious,  by  giving  the  sun's  distance  near 
three  times  as  great  as  that  which  has  been  mentioned. 

The  author  of  the  pamphlet,  referred  to  above,  was  the 
first  who  remarked  the  dangerous  nature  of  these  simplifi- 
cations, and  who  attempted  to  estimate  the  error  to  which 
they  had  given  rise.  This  author  remarked  what  produced 
the  compensation  above  n^entioned,  viz.  the  immense  vari- 
ation of  the  sun's  distance,  which  corresponds  to  a  very 
small  variation  of  the  motion  of  the  moon's  apogee.  And 
it  if  but  justice  to  acknowledge  that,  betides  being  just  in 
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the  points  already  mentioned,  tbey  are  trer/  ingeniom^ 
aud  written  with  mucb  modesty  and  good  temper.  The 
author,  who  at  first  concealed  his  name,  but  afterwards 
consented  to  its  being  made  public,  was  Mr.  Dawson,  a 
surgeon  at  Sudbury  in  Yorkshire,  and  one  of  the  most  in* 
genious  mathematicians  and  philosophers  which  this  countrj 
at  that  time  possessed* 

A  second  attack  was  soon  after  this  made  on  the  sun*s 
distance,  by  Mr.  Landen ;  but  by  no  means  with  the  same 
good  temper  which  has  been  remarked  in  the  former.  He 
fiincied  to  himself  errors  in  Dr.  Stewart's  investigation^ 
which  have  no  existence ;  he  exaggerated  those  that  were 
real,  and  seemed  to  triumph  in  the  discoirery  of  them  with 
unbecoming  exulution.  The  error  into  which  Dr.  Stewart 
bad  fallen,  though  first  taken  notice  of  by  Mr.  Dawson, 
whose  pamphlet  was  sent  by  Dr.  Hutton  to  Mr.  Landen  as 
•oon  as  it  was  printed  (for  Dr.  Hutton  had  the  care  of  the 
edition  of  it)  yet  this  gentleman  extended  his  remarks  upoo 
it  to  greater  exactness.  But  Mr.  Landen,  in  the  zeal  of 
correction,  brings  many  other  charges  against  Dr.  Stewart, 
the  greater  part  of  which  seem  to  have  no  good  foundation. 
Sttoh  are  bis  objections  to  the  second  part  of  the  invesiiga* 
tion,  where  Dr.  Stewart  finds  the  relation  between  the  dis-* 
turbing  force  of  the  sun,  and  the  motion  of  the  apses  of 
the  lunar  orbit.  For  this  part,  instead  of  being  liable  to 
objection,  is  deserving  of  the  greatest  praise,  since  it  re* 
solves,  by  geometry  alone,  a  problem  which  had  eluded 
the  efforts  of  some  of  the  ablest  mathematicians,  even 
when  they  availed  themselves  of  the  utmost  resources  of  the 
integral  calculus.  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  though  he  assumed 
the  disturbing  force  very  near  the  truth,  computee  the 
motion  of  the  apses  from  thence  only  at  one  half  of  what  it 
really  amounts  to ;  so  that,  had  he  been  required,  like  Dr. 
Stewart,  to  invert  the.  problem,  he  would  have  committed 
ao  error,  not  merely  of  a  few  thousandth  parts,  as  the 
latter  is  alleged  to  have  doite,  but  would  have  brought  out 
a  result  double  of  the  truth.  (Princip.  Math,  lib,  3,  prop.  3.) 
Machin  and  Callendrini,  when  commenting  on  this  part  of 
the  '*  Principia,'*  found  a  like  inconsistency  between  their 
theory  and  observation.  Three  other  celebrated  maUie- 
maticians,  Ckiraut,  D^Alembert,  and  Euler,  severally  ex-^ 
perienced  the  same  difficulties,  and  were  led  into  an  errof^ 
of  the  same  magnitude.  It  is  true,  that,  on  resuming  their 
computatioBui,  tbey  found  that  they  had  not  carried  their 
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approximations  to  a  sufficient  length,  which  when  they  had 
at  last  accomplished,  their  results  agreed  exactly  with  ob- 
servation. Mr.  Walmsley  and  Dr.  Stewart  were,  the  first 
mathematicians  who,  employing  in  the  solution  of  this 
difficult  problem,  the  one  the  algebraic  calculus,  and  the 
other  the  geometrical  method,  were  led  immediately  to 
the  truth ;  a  circumstance  so  much  for  the  honour  of  botb^ 
that  it  ought  not  to  be  forgotten.  It  was  the  business  of 
an  impartial  critic,  while  he  examined  our  author's  reason* 
iogs,  to  have  remarked  and  to  have  weighed  these  con- 
siderations. 

.The  <<  Sun's  Distance**  was  the  last  work  which  Dn 
Stewart  published ;  and  though  be  lived  to  see  the  animad- 
versions made  on  it,  just  mentioned,  he  declined  entering 
into  any  controversy.  His  disposition  was  fiar  from  pole->> 
mical ;  and  he  knew  the  value  of  that  quiet^  which  a  lite- 
rary man  should  rarely  suffer  his  antagonists  to  interrupt. 
He  used  to  say,  that  the  decision  of  the* point  in  question 
was  now  before  the  public;  that  if  his  investigation  was 
right,  it  would  never  be  overturned,  and  that  if  it  was 
wrong,  it  ought  not  to  be  defended. 

A  few  months  before  be  published  the  Essay  just  men- 
tioned, he  gave  to  the  world  another  work,  entitled  <<  Pro- 
positiones  more  Veterum  demonstrate.**  It  consists  of  a 
series  of  geometrical  theorems,  mostly  new ;  investigated, 
first  by  an  analysis,  and  afterwards  synthetically  demon- 
strated bv  the  inversion  of  the  same  analysis.  This  me* 
thod  made  an  important  part  in  the  analysis  of  the  ancient 
geometricians ;  but  few  examples  of  it  have  been  preserved 
in  their  writings,  and  those  in  the  ^*  Propositiones  Geome- 
tricsB**  are  therefore  the  more  valuable.  His  constant  use 
of  the  geometrical  analysis  had  put  him  in  poasession  of 
many  valuable  propositions,  which  did  not  enter  into  the 
plan  of  any  of  the  works  that  have  been  enumerated.  Of 
these,  not  a  few  have  found  a  place  in  the  writings  of  Dr. 
Simson,  where  they  will  for  ever  remain,  to  mark  the 
fiiendsbip  of  these  two  mathematicians,  and  to  evince  the 
esteem  which  Dr.  Simson  entertained  for  the  abilities  of 
hb  pupil. 

Soon  after  the  publication  of  the  ^*  Sun*s  Distance,'*  Dr. 
Stewart*s  health  began  to  decline,  and  the  duties  of  his 
office  became  burdensome  to  him.  In  1772  he  retired  to 
the  country,  where  be  afterwards  spent  the  greater  part  of 
his  life,  and  never  resumed  his  labours  in  the  university. 
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He  was  however,  so  fortunate  as  to  have  a  soa  to  whottf^ 
though  very  young,  he  could  commit  the  care  of  them 
with  the  greatest  confidence.  Mr.  Dugald  Stewart,  hav- 
ing begun  to  give  lectures  for  his  father  from  the  period 
Above  mentioned,  was  elected  joint  professor  with  him  in 
1775,  and  gave  an  early  specimen  of  those  abilities  which 
are  now  so  universally  known. 

After  mathematical  studies  (ort  account  of  the  bad  stue 
of  health  into  which  Dr.  Stewart  was  falling)  had  ceased  to 
be  bis  busiViess,  they  continued  to  be  bis  amusement. 
The  analogy  between  the  circle  and  hyperbola  had  been 
an  early  object  of  bis  admiration.  The  extensive  views 
which  that  analogy  is  continually  opening ;  the  alternate 
appearance  and  disappearance  of  resemblance  in  the  midst 
of  so  much  dissimilitude,  make  it  an  object  that  astonishes 
the  experienced,  as  well  as  the  young  geometrician.  To 
thet  consideration  of  this  analogy  therefore  the  mind  of  Dr. 
Stewart  very  naturally  returned,  when  disengaged  from 
other  speculations.  His  usual  success  still  attended  his 
investigations;  and  he  has  left  among  his  papers  some 
curious  approximations  to  the  areas,  both  of  the  circle  and 
hyperbola.  For  some  years  toward  the  end  of  his  life,  bis 
health  scarcely  allowed  him  to  prosecute  study  even  as  an 
amusement.  He  died  the  23d  of  January  1785,  at  the  ago 
of  sixty-eight. 

The  habits  of  study,  in  a  man  of  original  genius,  are 
objects  of  curiosity,  and  deserve  to  be  remembered.     Con* 
cerning  those  of  Dr.  Stewart,  his  writings  have  made  it 
unnecessary  to  remark,  that  from  his  youth  he  had  been 
accustomed  to  the  most  intense  and  continued  application. 
In  consequence  of  this  application,  added  to  the  natural 
vigour  of  his  mind,  he  retained  the  memory  of  his  disco- 
veries in  a  manner  that  will  hardly  be  believed.     He  sel- 
dom wrote  down  any  of  his  investigations,  till  it  became 
necessary  to  do  so  for  the  purpose  of  publication.    When 
he  dbcovered  any  proposition,  he  would  set  down   the 
enunciation  with  great  accuracy,  and  on  the  same  piece  of 
paper  firould  construct  very  neatly  the  figure  to  which  it 
referred.    To  these  he  trusted  for  recalling  to  his  mind,  at 
any  future  period,  the  demonstration,  or  the  analysis,  how- 
ever complicated  it  might  be.     Experience  had  taught  him 
that  he  might  place  this  confidence  in  himself  without  any 
danger  of  disappointment ;  and  for  this  singular  power  be 
was  probably  more  indebted  to  the  activity  of  his  invention^ 
than  to  the  mere  tenaciousness  of  his  memory. 
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Though  Dr.  Stewart  was  extremely  studious,  he  read  but 
few  bouksy  and  thus  verified  the  observation  of  D^AIembert^ 
that,  of  all  the  men  of  letters,  mathematicians  read  least  of 
the  writings  of  one  another.  Our  author's  own  investiga- 
tions occupied  him  sufficiently;  and  indeed  the  world 
would  have  had  reason  to  regret  the  misapplication  of  his 
talents,  had  he  employed,  in  the  mere  acquisition  of  know* 
ledge,  that  time  which  he  could  dedicate  to  works  of  in- 
vention. 

It  was  Dr.  Stewart^s  custom  to  spend  the  summer  at  a 
delightful  retreat  in  Ayrshire,  where,  after  the  academical 
labours  of  the  winter  were  ended,  he  found  the  leisure  ne- 
cessary for  the  prosecution  of  his  researches.     In  his  way 
thither  he  often  made  a  visit  to  Dr.  Simson  of  Glasgow, 
with  whom  he  had  lived  from  his  youth  in  the  most  cordial 
and  unioternipted  friendship.     It  was  pleasing  to  observe, 
in  these  two  excellent  mathematicians,  the  most  perfect 
esteem  and  affection  for  each  other,  and  the  most  entire 
absence  of  jealousy,  though  no  two  men  ever  trod  more 
nearly  in  the  same  path.     The  similitude  of  their  pursuits 
served  only  to  endear  them  to  each  other,  as  it  will  ever  do 
with  men  superior  to  enyy.     Their  sentiments  and  views 
of  the  science  they  cultivated,  were  nearly  the  same;  they 
were  both  profound  geometricians  ;  they  equally  admired 
the  ancient  mathematicians,  and  were  equally  versed  in 
their  methods  of  investigation  ;  and  they  were  both  appre- 
hennve  that  the  beauty  of  their  favourite  science  would  be 
forgotten,  for  the  less  elegant  methods  of  algebraic  com- 
putation.   This  innovation  they  endeavoured  to  oppose; 
the  one,  by  reviving  those  books  of  the  ancient  geometry 
which  were  lost ;  the  other,  by  extending  that  geometry 
to  the  most  difficult  inquiries  of  the  moderns.    Dr.  Stewart, 
in  particular,  had  remarked  the  intricacies,,  in  which  many 
of  the  greatest  of  the  modern  mathematicians  had  involved 
themselves  in  the  application  of  the  calculus,  which  a  little 
attention  to  the  ancient  geometry  would  certainly  have  en- 
abled them  to  avoid.     He  had  observed  too  the  elegant 
synthetical  demonstrations  that,  on  many  occasions,  may 
be  given  of  the  most  difficult  propositions,  investigated  by 
the  inverse  method  of  fluxions.    These  circumstances  had 
perhaps  made  a  stronger  impression  than  they  ought,  on  a 
'  mind  already  filled  with  admiration  of  the  ancient  geo- 
metry, and  produced  too  unfavourable  an  opinion  of  the 
modern  analysis.     But  if  it  be  confessed  that  Dr.  Stewart 
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TMUd  m  any  reipcct  too  bigbf  the  merit  of  the  former  of 
these  sciencest  this  may  well  be  excused  in  the  man  whom 
It  had  conducted  to  the  discovery  of  the  General  Theorems, 
to  the  solution  of  Kepler's  Problem,  and  to  an  accurate  de- 
termination of  the  Sun's  disturbing  force.  His  great  mo- 
desty made  him  ascribe  to  the  method  he  used  tirat  succeta 
which  he  owed  to  his  own  abilities. ' 

STIFELS,  or  STIFELIUS  (MlCHii£L),  a  protestanl  mi- 
uisteir,  and  very  skilful  mathematician,  was  born  at  Esiio-- 
gen,  a  town  in  Germany  ;  and  died  at  Jena  in  Tksringia^ 
in  i  567,  at  fifty-eight  years  of  age,  according  to  Vossius, 
but  some  others  say  eighty.  Stifels  was  one  of  the  best 
mathematicians  of  his  time.  He  pubHsbedi  in  the  German 
language,  a  treatise  on  algebra,  and  another  on  the  calen- 
dar or  ecclesiastical  computation.  But  bis  ehief  work  is 
the  ^'  Arithmetica  Integra,''  a  complete  -and  excellent  trea- 
tise, in  Latin,  on  Arithmetic  and  Algebra,  printed  in  4to, 
at  Norimberg,  1 544.  In  this  work  there  are  a  number  of 
iogeoious  inventions,  both  in  common  arithmetic,  and  in 
algebra,  and  many  curious  things,  some  of  which  have 
been  ascribed  to  a  much  later  date,  such  as  the  triaagalar 
table  for  constructing  progressionid  and  iigurate  numbers, 
logarithms.  Ice.  Stifels  was  a  zealous,  but- weak  disciple 
of  Luther,  and  took  it  into  his  head  to  become  a  prophet 
He  predicted  that  the  end  of  the  worid  would  happen  on  a 
certain  day  in  155S,  by  which  be  terrified  many  people, 
but  lived  to  see  its  fsllacy,  and  to  experience  the  resent* 
ment  of  those  whom  he  had  deluded. ' 

STILL  (JouN)y  bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  was  born  in 
1543,  and  was  the  son  of  William  Still,  of  Grantham  in 
Lincolnshire.  He  was  admitted  at  ChristV  college,  Cam- 
bridge, where  he  took  the  degree  of  M.  A.  In  1570  he 
was  Margaret  professor  at  Cambridge ;  in  i  57 1  became  rec- 
tor of  Hadleigb,-  in  the  county  of  Suffolk^  and  archdeacon  . 
of  Sudbury,  and  in  1573  was  collated  to  the  vicarage  of 
Eastmarham,  in  Yorkshire.  He  was  also  elected  master  of 
St.  John's  in  1574,  and  of  Trinity  college  fn  1577.  In 
1588  he  was  chosen  ptfcdocutof  of  the  oonvocatioa,  by  the 
recommendation  of  dean  Nowell,  and  preached  the  Latin 
sermon.  Two  years  after  the  death  of  bishop  Godwin,  be 
was  appointed  to  tbe  vacant  see  of  Bath  and  Wells,  in 

f  Bj  Mr.  Playfair,  in  rol.  I.  of  tbe  Edinburgh  Pkilosopbical  Trtuftactioot.— 
Ihitteii't  Dioticmarjr.  *  Gen.  Dicr. — Hutton*8  Diet.— IHoreri. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


STILL.  4l« 

which  be  oontiDaed  UU  hb  decease,  which  bappi^ned  Feii. 
9€f  1607.  Sir  John  Harrington  describes  him  as  a  mail 
^^  to  whom  he  never  came,  but  he  greir  more  reKgiona ; 
from  whom  he  never  went,  but  he  parted  better  instructed.'* 
Archbishop  Parker  had  a  high  opinion  of  him,  and  notonly 
gave  him  a  prebend  of  Westminster,  but  recommended 
him  very  strongly  to  be  appointed  dean  of  Norwich,  in 
which,  however,  he  did  not  succeed.  He  had  been  one 
of  his  grace's  chaplains.  The  bishopric  of  Bath  and  Wells 
having  been  in  his  time  enriched  by  some  lead  mines  in 
Mendip  hiih,  he  is  said  to  have  left  a  considerable  fortune 
to  his  family,  and  endowed  an  alms-house  in  the  city  of 

The  bisUirians  of  the  drama  are  of  opinion,  that  in  his 
younger  days  he  was  the  author  of  an  old  play  called 
^*  Gammer  Gurton's  Needle,''  1 575, 4to.  From  the  books  of 
the  stationers'  company,  it  might  seem  as  though  it  had 
been  composed  some  years  before  publication.  It  was  re- 
published among  Dodsley's  Old  Plays,  and  is  frequently 
referred  to  by  the  commentators  on  Shakspeare.  ^ 

8TILLINGFLEET  (Edward),  one  of  the  most  learned 
prelates  of  the  seventeenth  century,  was  the  seventh  son 
of  Samuel  Stillingfleet,  gent,  descended  from  the  ancient 
fomily  of  the  Stillingfleets  of  Stillingfleet,  about  four  miles 
from  York.  His  mother  was  Susanna,  the  daaghter  of 
Edward  Norris,  of  petwortb,  in  Sussex,  gent.  He  was 
born  at  Cranbourne  in  Dorsetshire,  April  17,  1635,  and 
educated  at  $he  grammar*scfaool  of  that  place  by  Mr.  Tho* 
mas  Garden,  a  man  of  eminence  in  his  profession.  He 
continued  at  this  school  until,  being  intended  for  the  uni-> 
versity,  be  was  removed  to  Ringwood  in  Hampshire,  that 
he  might  have  a  chance  for  one  of  Lynne's  exhibitions,  who 
was  the  founder  of  that  school. 

Having  succeeded  in  this,  he  was  entered  in  Michaelmas 
1648,  of  St.  John's  college,  Cambridge,  and  in  the  be* 
ginning  of  November  was  admitted  a  scholar  of  the  house, 
on  the  nomination  of  the  earl  of  Salisbury.  It  may  readily 
be  believed  that  his  application  and  progress  in  bis  studies  - 
were  of  no  common  kind,  as  be  was  so  soon  to  give  public 
proofs  of  both.  He  took  his  bachelor's  degree  in  1652, 
and  was  now  so  much  esteemed  by  his  society,  that  at  the 

»  Aih.  Ox.  vol  L— Harriof  ton'i  Brief  View.— Fuller't  WorUiiei.— Strype'i 

Pmrker,  p.  432  [451]  510 Strype's  Wbi»gift,  p.  70,  76,  292,   399.— Pcck'^ 

D6fi4«raU.— Cburton'i  Life  of  NowelK 
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rtrj  next  election  be  was  chosen  into  a  feUowship,  and 
admitted  March  31,  ]653.  While  bachelor,  he  was  ap- 
pointed tripos,  and  was  much  applauded  for  his  speech  on 
that  occasion,  which  was  **  witty  and  inoffensive,"  a  cha- 
racter not  often  given  to  those  compositions. 

About  16.'^4  he  left  the  university  to  accept  the  invita« 
tion  of  sir  'Roger  Burgoyne,  who  wished  hiro  to  reside  with 
him  at  his  seat  at  Wroxhall,  in  Warwickshire.  He  bad 
been  recommended  by  Dr.  Paman,  one  of  the  fellows  of  hia 
college,  but  in  what  capacity,  whether  as  chaplain  or  com^* 
panion,  does  not  appear.  Sir  Roger  was  a  man  of  piety 
and  learning,  and  became  afterwards  a  very  kind  friend 
and  patron  to  Mr.  Stillingfleet,  yet  parted  with  him  very 
readily  next  year,  when  he  was  invited  to  Nottibgbam  to 
be  tutor  to  the  hon.  Francis  Pierrepoint,  esq.  brother  to  the 
marquis  of  Dorchester.  In  1656  he  completed  his  master's 
degree,  and  the  following  year  left  Nottingham^  and  went 
again  to  Wroxhall,  where  bis  patron,  sir  Roger  Burgoyne, 
presented  him  to  the  living  of  Sutton,  in  Bedfordshire* 
Before  institution  be  received  orders  at  the  bands  of  Dr. 
Brownrig,  the  ejected  bishop  of  Exeter. 

While  at  Nottingham,  as  tutor  to  Mr.  Pierrepoint,  he 
composed  bis  first  publication,  and  printed  it  in  1659,  un- 
der the  title  of  ^^  Irenicum,  a  weapon-salve  for  the  church*a 
wounds,  or  the  divine  right  of  particular  forms  of  church- 
government  discussed  and  examined  according  .to  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  law  of  nature ;  the  positive  laws  of  God ;  the 
practice  of  the  apostles ;  and  the  primitive  church  ;  and  the 
judgment  of  reformed  divines,  whereby  a  foundation  is 
laid  for  the  churches  peace,  and  the  accommodation  of  our 
present  differences."  As  this  was  an  attempt  to.  promote 
the  return  of  the  non-conformists  to  the  church,  and  coor 
sequently  implied  some  concessions  which  were  irrecon* 
cilable  with  the  divine  right  of  episcopacy,  for  which  the 
adherents  of  the  church  contended,  and  yet  not  enough  tp 
please  either  presbyterians  or  independents,  the  author 
had  not  the  satisfaction  of  meeting  with  full  credit  even  for 
his  intentions ;  and  upon  more  mature  consideration,  he 
himself  thought  his  labour  in  vain,  and  did  not  scruple 
afterwards  to  say  of  bis  work,  that  «  there  are  many  things 
in  it,  which,  if  he  were  to  write  again,  he  would  not  say  i 
some,  which  shew  his  youth,  and  want  of  due  considera- 
tion ;  others,  which  he  yielded  too  far,  in  hopes  of  gain- 
ing the  dissenting  parties  to  the  church  of  England."     In 
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1662  be  reprinted  this  work ;  with  the  addition  of  a  dis- 
course **  concerning  the  power  of  ExcommuDication  in  a 
Cbrisiian  Church  :*'  in  which  he  attempts  to  prove,  that 
^  the  church  is  a  distinct  society  from  the  state,  and  has 
divers  rigbts-and  privileges  of  its  own,  particularly  that  it 
has  a  power  of  censuring  offenders,  resulting  from  its  con- 
stitution as  a  Christian  society ;  and  that  these  rights  of 
the  church  cannot  be  alieni^ted  to  the  state,  after  their 
being  united,  in  a  Christian  country.'* 

Whatever  difference  of  opinion  there  was  respecting 
some  of  the  positions  laid  down  in  this  work,  there  was 
one  point  in  which  all  agreed,  tbat  it  exhibited  a  fund  of 
learning,  and  an  extent  of  reading  and  research  far  beyond 
what  could  have  been  expected  in  a  young  man  of  twenty* 
four  years  of  age,  and  was,  as  we  shall  soon  find,  mistakeu 
for  the  production  of  a  man  of  full  years  and  established 
fame. 

At  Sutton,  while  he  performed  all  the  duties  of  a  diligent 
and  faithful  pastor,  be  adhered  closely  to  his  studies,  and 
in  1662,  produced  his  *^  Origines  Sacrse;  or  a  rational  ac-* 
count  of  the  Christian  Faith,,  as  to  the  truth  and  divine  au- 
thority of  the  Scriptures,  and  the  matters  therein  contained,*' 
4to.  The  highest  compliment  paid  him  in  consequence  of 
this  very  learned  work,  was  at  a  visitation,  when  bishop 
Sanderson,  his  diocesan,  hearing  his  name  called  over, 
asked  him  if  he  was  any  relation  to  the  great  Stillingfleet, 
author  of  the  Origines  Sacrs  ?  When  modestly  informed 
that  he  was  the  very  man,  the  bishop  welcomed  him  with 
great  cordiality,  and  said,  that  ^*  be  expected  rather  to 
have  seen  one  as  considerable  for  his  years  as  he  bad  al- 
ready shewn  himself  for  bi3  learning.*'  This  work  has 
indeed  been  always  justly  esteemed  one  of  the  ablest  de- 
fences of  revealed  religion  that  bad  then  appeared  in  any 
language.  It  was  republished  by  Dr.  Beutley  in  1709, 
with  **  Part  of  another  book  upon  the  same  subject,  writ- 
ten in  1697,  from  the  author's  own  manuscript,"  folio. 
Bishop  Sanderson,  as  a  speoial  mark  of  bis  respect,  granted 
the  author  a  licence  to  preach  throughout  his  diocese ;  and 
Henchman,  bishop  of  London,  conceived  so  high  an  opi- 
nion of  his  talents,  that  he  employed  him  to  write  a  vindi- 
cation of  archbishop  Laud*s  conference  with  Fisher,  the 
Jesuit.  Laud's  conference  had  been  attacked  in  a  publi- 
cation entitled  **  Labyrinthus  Cantuariensis,  or.  Dr.  Laud's 
Labyrinth,  by  T.  C."  said  to  have  been  printed  at  Paris, 
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in  1658,  but  which  did  not  $ippear  till  1668.  Stilling6eet*s 
answer  was  entitled  ^^  A  rational  account  of  the  grounds  of 
the  Protesunt  Religion ;  being  a  vindication  of  the  lord 
archbishop  of  Canterbury's  relation  of  a  conference/*  &c. 
Lond.  1664y  fol.  Such  was  his  readiness  in  composition, 
that  he  is  reported  to  have  sent  to  the  press  six  or  sevea 
sheets  a  week  of  this  volume,  which  Dr.  Tillotson  said  be 
<<  found  in  every  part  anbwerable  to  its  title,  a  rational  ac- 
count" 

The  country  was  n6w  no  longer  thought  a  proper  field 
for  the  exertions  of  one  who  had  already  shown  himself  so' 
able  a  champion  for  his  church  and  nation.  His  first  ad- 
vance to  London  was  in  consequence  of  his  being  appointed 
preacher  to  the  Rolls  chapel,  by  sir  Harbottle  Grimston ; 
and  in  Jan.  1665  he  was  preilented  by  Thomas,  earl  ojf 
Southampton,  to  the  living  of  St  Andrew's,  Holbom. 
With  this  he  kept  his  preachership  at  the  Rolls,  and  was 
at  the  same  time  afternoon  lecturer  at  the  Temple  church, 
which  procured  hiiti  the  esteem  and  friendship  of  many 
eminent  men  in  the  law,  particularly  sir  Matthew  Hale, 
and  lord  chief  justice  Vaugban.  Nor  were  his  discourses 
less  adapted  to  the  common  understanding.  The  eminent 
non-conformist,  Matthew  Henry,  was  often  bis  auditor  and 
admirer. 

In  February  1667,  he  was  collated  by  bishop  Henchman 
to  the  prebend  of  Islington,  in  the  church  of  St  PauPs. 
Having  in  1668  taken  his  degree  of  B.  D.  be  commenced 
D.  D.  in  1668,  at  which  time  he  kept  the  ptiblic  act  with 
great  applause.  He  wds  also  king^s  chaplain  *,  and  in 
1670  his  majesty  bestowed  on  him  the  place  of  canon  re- 
sidentiary of  St.  PauPs.  In  Oct.  1672  be  exchanged  bfs 
prebend  of  Islington  for  that  of  Newington,  in  the. same 
church.     These  preferments  were  succeeded,  in  1677,  by 

*  While  cb^pltin  to  the  king,  Charles  heightened  in  the  relation,  the  king  waa 

11.  his  majesty  asked  him,  *'  How  it  very  well  contented.      **  Bat  pray," 

came  about,  that  he  always  read  his  says  Stillingfleet,  **  wHI  your  majesty 

sarmons  before  him,  when,  he  was  in*  gire  me  leave  to  ask  you  a  qnestion 

formed,  he  always  preaehed   without  too  ?     Why  you  read  your  speeches, 

book  elsewhere  ?"    He  told  the  king,  when  you  can  have  none  of  the  same 

that  <*  the  awt  of  so  noble  an  audience,  reasons  ?"    **  Why  truly,  doctor,"  says 

where  be  saw  nothing  that  was  not  the  king,  **your  question  is  a  very 

greatly  superior  to  him ;  but  chiefly,  pertiuent  one,  and  so  will  be  my  an- 

the  seeing  before  him  so  great  and  wise  nnr.    I  hare  asked  them  so  often  and 

a  prince,  made  him  afraid  to  trust  for  so  oiach  money,  that  I  am  ashamed 

himself."    With  this   answer,    which,  to  look  them  in  the  iao«»"    Richard- 

however,  became  the   courtier  rstbrr  soniaDa«  p.  89. 
thao  the  diYini^  aad  w«  trort  hai  btea 
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•the  archdeaconry  of-  London,  and  in  Jan.  1678,  by  the 
deanry  of  St,  PaoUs. 

To  all  these  he  had  recommended  himself  by  the  ability 
with  which  he  carried  on  controversies  with  various  enemies 
to  the  established  religion.  In  1669  he  bad  published 
some  sermons,  one  of  which,  ^*  on  the  reason  of  Christ's 
suffering  for  us,"  involved  him  in  a  controversy  with  the 
'  Socinians,  and  he  was  engaged  soon  after  in  other  contro- 
versies with  the  popish  writers,  with  the  deists,  and  with 
the  separatists.  It  would  be  unnecessary  to  give  the  titles 
of  the  pamphlets  he  wrote  against  all  these  parties,  as  they 
are  now  to  be  found  in  the  edition  of  his  collected  works, 
^  Successful  as  he  was  against  these  opponents,  and  few 
'  writers  in  his  time  were  more  so,  he  was  not  a  lover  of  con- 
troversy, and  seldom  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  engage 
in  it,  but  in  consequence  of  such  provocation  as.he  thought 
it  would  have  been  a  desertion  of  his  post,  if  he  had  ne- 
glected to  notice. 

About  1679  Dr.  StillingAeet  turned  his  thoughts  to  a 
subject  apparently  foreign  to  his  usual  pursuits,  but  in 
which  he  displayed  equal  ability.  This  was  the  question 
as  to  the  right  of  bishops  to  vote  in  capital  oases,  and  was 
occasioned  by  the  prosecution  of  Thomas  Osborne,  earl  of 
Danby.  Among  others  who  contested  that  right,  was  Den- 
zil  lord  Holies,  who  publbhed  <<  A  Letter  shewing  that 
bishops  are  not  to  be  judges  in  parliament  in  cases  ca- 
pital,'' 1679,  4to.  In  answer  to  this.  Dr.  StillingSeet  pub- 
lished '^  The  graftd  question  coneeming  the  bishop's  right 
to  vote  in  parliament  in  cases  capital,  stated  and  argued 
from  the  parliament  rolls  and  the  history  of  former  times, 
with  an  inquiry  into  their  peerage,  and  the  three  estates 
in  parliament.'*  Bishop  Burnet  observes  that  in  this  Stil- 
lingAeet gave  a  proof  of  his  being  able  to  make  himself 
master  of  any  argument  which  he  undertook,  and  disco- 
vered more  skill  and  exactness  in  judging  this  matter  than 
all  who  had  gone  before  him.  Burnet  adds  that  in  the 
opinion  of  all  impartial  men  he  put  an  end  to  the  con* 
treversy. 

In  1685,  he  published  bis  <<  Origines  Britanniess,"  or 
the  antiquities  of  British  Churches,  a  work  of  great  learn- 
ing, and  in  which  he  displayed  a  knowledge  of  antiquities, 
both  civil  and  eeele$iastical,  which  would  almoat  induce 
the  reader  to  thuik  they  had  been  the  study  of  bis  whole 
life.    Just  before  the  revolution,  he  was  sunsMned  to  ap- 
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pear  before  king  James*!  ecclesiastical  commission,  but  had 
the  coarage,  in  that  critical  time,  to  draw  up  a  discourse 
on  the  illegality  of  that  commission,  which  was  published 
in  1689. 

Besides  bb  other  preferments,  Dr.  Stillingfleet  was  ca« 
non  of  the  twelfth  stall  in  the  church  of  Canterbury,  and 
prolocutor  of  the  lower  bouse  of  convocation  for  many  years^ 
in  the  reigns  of  Charles  II.  and  James  II.    At  the  revolu- 
tion he  was  advanced  to  the  bishopric  of  Worcester,  and 
consecrated  Oct.  IS,  1689,  and  in  this  station  conducted 
himself  in  a  very  exemplary  manner,  and  delivered  some 
.excellent  charges  to  his  clergy,  which   were  afterwards 
published  among  his  ^*  Ecclesiastical  Cases.'*  In  the  House 
ot  Lords  he.is  said  to  have  appeared  to  much  advantage ;  but 
two  only  of  his  speeches  are  upon  record,  one  on  the  case 
of  visitation  of  colleges,  occasioned  by  a  dispute  between 
Dr.  Trelawney,  bishop  of  Exeter,  as  visitor  of  Exeter  col- 
lege, and  Dr.  Bury,  the  rector  of  that  college ;  and  the 
other  on  the  case  of  commendams. 

Soon  after  his  promotion  to  the  see  of  Worcester,  he  was 
appointed  one  of  the  commissioners  for  reviewing  the 
liturgy,  and  his  opinion  was  highly  valued  by  hb  brethren. 
The  last  controversy  in  which  he  had  any  concern*  was 
with  the  celebrated  Locke,  who,  having  laid  down  some 
principles  in  his  **  Essay  on  Human  Understanding,"  which 
•eemed  to  the  bishop  to  strike  at  the  mysteries  of  revealed 
religion,  fell  on  that  account  under  his  lordship's  cognisance. 
Although  Or.  Stillingfleet  had  always  had  the  reputation  of 
coming  off  with  triumph  in  all  his  controversies,  in  this  he 
was  supposed  to  be  ngt  successful ;  and  some  have  gone 
so  far  as  to  conjecture,  that  being  pressed  with  clearer  and 
closer  reasoning  by  Locke,  than  he  had  been  accustomed 
to  from  his  other  adversaries,  it  created  in  him  a  chagrin 
which  shortened  his  life.    There  is,  however,  no  occasion 
for  a  supposition  so  extravagant.     He  had  been  subject  to 
the  gout  near  twenty  years,  and  it  having  fixed  in  his 
stomach,  proved  fatal  to  him.     He  died  at  his  house  in 
Park-street,  Westminster,  March  27,  1699.     His  biogra-  . 
pher  describes  his  person  as  tall,  graceful,  and  well-pro- 
portioned;   hU  countenance  comely,    fresh,    and  awful. 
*^  His  apprehension  was  quick  and  sagacious,  his  judgment 
exact  and  profound,  and  his  memory  very  tenacious :  so 
that,  considering  how  intensely  he  studied,  and  how  he 
read  every  thing,  it  is  easy  to  imagine  him,  what  he  really 
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was,  one  of  the  most  universal  scholars  that  ever  lived.'' 
His  body  was  carried  for  interment  to  Worcester  cathedral^ 
after  which  an  elegant  monument  was  erected  over  him, 
with  an  inscription  written  by  Dr.  Bentley,  who  had  been 
his  chaplain.  This  gives  a  noble  and  yet  just  idea  of  the 
man,  and  affords  good  authority  for  many  particulars  re* 
corded  of  his  life. 

His  writings  were  all  collected,  and  reprinted  in  1710^ 
in  6  vols,  folio.  The  first  contains,  1.  **  Fifty  Sermons, 
preached  on  several  occasions,''  with  the  author's  life.  The 
second,  2.  "  Origines  Sacrae."  3  "  Letter  to  a  Deist," 
written,  as  he  tells  us  in  the  preface,  for  the  satisfaction 
of  a  particular  person,  who  owned  the  Being  and  Provi- 
dence of  God,  but  expressed  a  mean  esteem  of  the  scrip-* 
tures  and  the  Christian  religion.  4.  ^*  Irenicum  :  the  Un- 
reasonableness of  Separation,  or  an  impartial  account  of 
the  history,  nature,  and  pleas  of  the  present  Separation 
from  the  Communion  of  the  Church  of  England."  The 
third  volume  contains,  5.  ^  Origines  Britannicce,  or  the 
Antiquities  of  the  British  Churches ;"  6.  <<Two  Discourses 
concerning  the  Doctrine  of  Christ's  Satisfaction,  against 
the  Socinians."  7.  <^  Vindication  of  the  Doctrine  of  the 
Trinity,"  in  which  he  animadverts  upon  some  passages  in 
Mr.  Locke's  Essay.  8.  ^'  Answers  to  two  Letters,"  pub- 
lished by  Mr.  Locke.  9.  **  Ecclesiastical  cases  relating  to 
the  duties  and  rights  of  the  Parochial  Clergy,"  a  charge* 
10.  ^  Concerning  Bonds  of  resignation  of  Benefices."  1 1. 
^^  The  Foundation  of  Ecclesiastical  jurisdiction,  and  as  it 
regards  the  legal  supremacy."  12.  ^'  The  grand  question 
concerning  the  Bishops'  right  to  vote  in  Parliament  in 
cases  capital."  13.  **  Two  speeches  in  Pariiament."  14. 
"  Of  the  true  Antiquity  of  London."  15.  "  Concerning 
the  Unreasonableness  of  a  new  Separation,  on  account  of 
the  oaths  to  King  William  and  Queen  Mary."  16.  **  A 
Vindication  of  their  Majesties  authorities  to  fill  the  sees  of 
deprived  Bishops."  17.  "  An  Answer  to  the  Paper  de- 
livered by  Mr.  Ashtoo,  at  his  execution,  to  sir  Francis 
Child,  Sheriff  of  London,  with  the  Paper  itself."  The 
fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  volumes  contain,  18.  Pieces  writ- 
ten against  the  Church  of  Rome,  in  controversy  with 
Cressy,  Sargeant,  and  other  Popish  advocates. 

*'  When  I  was  a  young  man,"  says  the  present  venera- 
ble bishop  of  Llandaff,  **  I  had  formed  a  mean  opinion  of 
the  reasoning  faculties  of  l>bhop  StUlingfleet,  from  read- 


Digitized  by  VjjOOQIC 


432  S  T 1  L  L  I  N  G  F  L  E  E  T. 

ing  Mr.  Locke's  Letter  and  two  replies  to  hioi ;  but  a  bet« 
ter  acqaaintaoce  with  the  bishop's  works  has  convinced  mci 
that  my  opinion  was  ill-founded.  Though  no  match  for  Mr. 
Locke  in  strength  and  acuteness  of  argument,  yet  hia 
'  Origines  Sacree/  and  other  works,  show  him  to  have  beea 
not  merely  a  searcher  into  ecclesiastical  antiquities,  but  a 
sound  divine  and  a  good  reasoner."  This  confession  from 
one,  perhaps  a  little  more  latitudinarian  than  our  author 
in  some  important  points,  has  probably  contributed  to  re- 
vive an  attention  to  Stillingfleet's  works,  which  have  ac- 
cordingly risen  very  highly  in  value.  Indeed  if  we  con- 
sider the  variety  of  subjects  on  which  he  wrote,  and  wnote 
with  acknowledged  skill  and  with  elegance  of  style,  and 
the  early  fame  he  acquired  and  uniforooly  preserved,  it  will 
not  be  thought  too  much  to  rank  him  in  the  first  class  of 
learned  men  of  the  seventeenth  century.  While  he  waa 
rector  of  Sutton,  he  married  a  daughter  of  William  Do- 
by  ns,  a  Gloucestershire  gentlema4iy  who  lived  not  long 
with  him ;  yet  bad  two  daughters  who  died  in  their  infancy, 
and  one  son.  Dr.  Edward  Stiliiagfle^t,  afterwards  rector 
of  Wood-Norton  in  Norfolk.  iThen  be  married  a  daughter 
of  sir  Nicholas  Pedley  of  Huntingdon,  serjeant  at  law, 
who  lived  with  him,  almost  all  his  life,  and  brought  him 
seven  children,  of  whom  two  only  survived  him ;  James 
rector  of  Hartlebury  and  canon  of  Windsor,  and  A4ine, 
married  afterwards  to  Humphrey  Tysbe,  of  Gray's -Inn, 
eaq.     His  grandson  is  the  subject  of  the  next  article.  ^ 

STILLINGFLEET  (B£NJAmin},  grandson  to  the  pre* 
eeding,  and  an  eminent  imturalist  and  poet,  was  the  son  of 
£dward  Stiilingfleet,  who  was  first  a  physician,  but  after- 
wards entered  into  holy  orders.  He  died  in  1708.  Hit 
only  son,  Benjamin,  was  born  in  1702,  and  educated  at 
Norwich  school,  where  he  made  a  considerable  proficiency 
in  classical  literature.  In  1720  he  entered  as  a  subsizar  at 
Trinity-college,  Cambridge^  where,  while  he  improved  bis 
classical  knowledge,  he  attached  himself  with  success  to 
mathematical  studies.  On  May  3,  1723,  he  was  admitted 
a  scholar,  and  the  same  year  took  the  degree  of  B.  A. 
Soon  after  this  be  left  the  university,  and  in  1724*  lived  ia 
the  family  of  Ashe  Windbaao,  esq.  of  Felbrig,  as  preceptor 
to  William,  his  only  son,  then  about  seven  years  old.    In 

*  Life  by  Dr.  Timolhr  Goodwin,  HIO,  Svo.  — Biog.  BriU  written  by  Mr. 
Moraot— Burnet't  Own  Timei .^^Birch's  TiUoti«D.«>d«ehui4'f  Mitica]  wrHert . 
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the  beginning  of  1726,  he  returned  to  Cambridge,  in 
hopes  of  succeeding  to  a  fellowship,  there  being  then  four 
vacancies.  But  in  t^his  he  was  disappointed,  ^^  by  the  in- 
fluence, it  is  said,  of  Dr.  Bentley,  who  has  been  accused 
of  repaying  with  this  instance  of  ingratitude  the  obligations 
he  had  received  from  the  father  of  tbe  unprotected  candi- 
date." Although  we  are  unwilling  to  credit  so  serious  a 
charge,  it  appears  that  Mr.  Stillingfleet  considered  it  as 
just,  and  *^  seldom -afterwards  omitted  an  opportunity  of 
testifying  his  resentment  against  Bentley,"  a  circumstance 
which  we  are  sorry  to  hear,  even  if  the  charge  had  been 
proved. 

After  this  failure,  he  attached  himself  wholly  to  his  pa- 
tron Mr.  Windli^m,  and  at  the  mansion  of  Felbfig  passed 
the  next  fourteen  years  of  his  life,  '^beloved  and  respected 
by  all  who  visited  or  were  connected  with  the  family." 
While  he  was  '^  employed  in  the  grateful  task  of  instruct- 
ing a  youth  of  superior  talents  and  amiable  disposition," 
he  was  insensibly  led  into  a  tender  attachment,  in  which  be 
was  not  successful.  The  lady  was  a  Miss  Anne  Barnes : 
who,  with  the  inexperience  of  youth,  and  the  thoughtless 
gaiety  of  a  volatile  temper,  encouraged  his  addresses ;  and 
he  passed  several  years  in  her  society,  in  the  ardent  hope 
that  a  favourable  change  in  his  circumstances  at  no  distant 
period  would  unite  him  with  the  object  of  his  first  and  last- 
ing passion.  But  after  ten  years,  the  prudence  of  the  lady 
outweighed  her  affection.  As  she  was  herself  without  for- 
tune, and  Mr.  Stillingfleet  without  any  means  of  establish- 
ing himself  in  life,  she  listened  to  an  advantageous  offer^ 
and  soon  afterwards  espoused  a  richer  and  more  fortunai^ 
rival. 

It  appears  that  this  disappointment  made  a  deep  im- 
pression ;  and  his  biographer  has  given  us  some  lines 
against  woman,  which,  as  he  justly  observes,  shew  how 
anguish  and  disappointment  could  change  the  sentiments 
of  a  man  so  mild 'and  amial^le,  so  fond  of  doosestic  life,  and 
so  respectfully  attached  to  the  fair  sex.  The  lines  (for 
which  we  refer  the  reader  to  the  ediuon  of  his  works  lately 
published)  are  certainly  severe;  but  allowance  must  im 
made  for  the  immediate  provocation. 

Soon  after  this  disappointment,  in  1737,  he  accom* 
panied  his  pupil,  Mr.  Windhaoi,  to  the  Continent  Tha 
events  of  this  tour,  and  the  connexions  to  which  it  gave 
rise,  fixed  the  fi^tur^  course,  and  formed  the  happiness  of 
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his  life.  Mr.  Coxe^s  account  of  it  is  highly  amusing,  and 
introduces  us  to  the  acquaintance  of  many  persons,  novr, 
or  lately,  distinguished  in  the  political  or  literary  world. 
One  of  the  resulu  of  this  tour  was,  ^'  A  Letter  from  an 
English  Gentleman  to  Mr,  Arlaud,  a  celebrated  painter  at 
Geneva,  gfving  an  account  of  the  Glacieres,  or  Ice  Alps 
of  Savoy,  written  in  the  year  17^1.*'  This  was  written 
chiefly  by  Mr.  Windham  and  Mr.  Price  (of  Foxley  in 
Herefordshire),  with  the  assisunce  of  Mr.  Stillingfleet,  and 
illustrated  with  the  drawings  of  Mr.  Price.  They  are  said 
to  have  been  the  first  travellers  who  penetrated  into  these 
Alpine  recesses.  In  1743  Mr.  Stillingfleet  returned  with 
bis  pupil  to  England.  His  pupil's  father  gave  Mr.  Stilling- 
fleet an  annuity  of  lOOL  which  for  some  time  was  his  prin- 
cipal support.  He  now  resided  partly  in  London  and 
partly  with  sonie  friends  in  the  country;  and  his  leisure 
hours  were  dedicated  to  literary  pursuits,  some  of  which 
Mr.  Coxe  has  specified,  particularly  an  edition  of  Milton, 
illustrated  by  notes,  in  which  he  bad  made  considerable 
progress  when  the  appearance  of  Dr.  Newton^s  proposals 
induced  him  to  relinquish  his  design.  His  MSS.  however, 
which  were  in  the  possession  of  the  late  bishop  Dampier^ 
were  obligingly  lent  to  Mr.  Todd,  for  his  excellent  edition 
of  our  great  epic  poet.  About  this  time  Mr^  Stillingfleet 
composed  some  of  bis  poems,  particularly  those  on  '^  Con- 
versation," and  '^  Earthquakes." 

In  1746  Mr.  Stillingfleet  took  up  his  residence  at  Foxley, 
the  seat  of  the  above-mentioned  Mr.  Price,  or  rather  in  a 
neighbouring  cottage,  where  he  was  master  of  his  time  and 
pursuits;  and  passed  bis  leisure  hours  with  the  family. 
An  indifferent  state  of  health  first  led  him  to  the  pursuit  of 
Natural  History,  which  forms  bis  principal  distinction  as 
an  author ;  and  be  soon  became  one  of  the  first  defenders 
and  earliest  propagators  of  the  Linniean  system  in  England. 
This  zeal  produced,  in  1759,  his  ^^  Miscellaneous  Tracts 
in  Natural  History,"  with  a  Preface,  which  contains  a 
spirited  eulogium  of  the  study  of  nathre,  and  a  just  tribute 
of  applause  to  the  talents  and  discoveries  of  the  great 
Swede.  The  publication  of  this  miscellany  may  be  con- 
sidered as  the  sera  of  the  establishment  of  Linnsah  Bounj 
in  England.  His  biographer  has  also  published  the  Jour- 
nal of  Mr.  Stillingfleet's  excursion  into  part  of  North  Wales, 
which  is  illustrative  of  his  character  and  observations,  and 
is  curious  as  one  of  the  first  of  those  local  tours  which  are 
since  become  so  fashionable. 
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In  1760)  Mr.  Stillingfleet  received  an  addition  to  his  in- 
come by  obtaining  the  place  of  barrack-master  at  Kensing- 
ton, through  the  interest  of  his  friend  Mr.  Price,  brother- 
in-law  to  lord  Barrington,  then  secretary  at  war.  fiut  in 
1761  be  had  the  misfortune  to  lose,  by  death,  his  friend 
Mr.  Price,  and  also  his  pupil  Mr.  Windham.  The  latter 
left  him  guardian  to  his  only  son,  the  late  much  lamented 
statesman  William  Windham,  esq.  His  feelings  were  not 
a  little  tried  also,  about  this  time,  by  the  death  of  his 
sisters  and  their  husbands,  whose  history,  as  well  as  that 
of  Messrs.  Price,  Windham,  and  Williamson,  form  a  very 
interesting  part  of  Mr.  Coxe's  memoirs.  That  of  his  ne- 
phew, capt.  Locker,  is  particularly  so,  as  he  was  one  of 
those  who  contributed  to  form  the  wonderful  mind  of  our 
gallant  hero,  lord  Nelson. 

After  the  publication  of  the  second  edition  of  his  ^^  Mis- 
cellaneous Tracts,*'  in  1762,  Mr.  Stillingfleet  embarked  on 
a  scheme  which  was  likely  to  employ  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  This  was  a  "  General  History  of  Husbandry,**  from 
the  earliest  ages  of  the  world  to  his  own  times.  Of  this 
work  he  left  six  volumes  of  MS  collections,  of  which  Mr. 
Coxe  has  given  such  an  analysis  as  displays  the  authur^s 
plan,  and  excites  regret  that  a  man  of  so  much  research 
and  powers  of  thinking  did  not  complete  his  intended 
work. 

Among  other  pursuits  Mr.  Stillingfleet  cultivated  and 
understood  music,  both  practically  and  theoretically ;  and 
this  produced  his  **  Treatise  on  the  Principles  and  Power 
of  Harmony,'*  on  which,  says  his  biographer,  he  seems  to 
have  bestowed  unusual  labour.  It  is,  in  fact,  an  analysis 
or  abridgment  of  Tartini's  "  Trattato  di  Musica,"  with 
such  an  addition  of  new  matter,  that  it  may  justly  be 
deemed  the  joint  production  of  Tartini  and  Stillingfleet; 
and,  in  executing  this,  Mr.  Stillingfleet  seems  to  have  ac- 
complished the  wish  of  D*Alembert,  namel}*,  "  that  Tar- 
tini would  engage  some  man  of  letters  equally  practised  in 
music  and  skilled  in  writing,  to  develope  those  ideas  which 
he  himself  has  not  unfolded  with  sufficient  perspicuity.** 

This  was  the  last  of  Mr.  Stillingfleet*s  publications ;  for 
he  died,  at  his  lodgings  in  Piccadilly  opposite  Burlington* 
house,  Dec.  15,  1771  (the  year  this  last-mentioned  work 
was  published),  aged  sixty.nine.  He  was  interred  in  St.' 
James's  church,  where  his  great  nephew  Edward  Hawkt 
Locker,  esq.  third  son  of  captain  Locker,  has  recently 
erected  a  monumeqt  to  his  memory. 
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The  merit  inost  generally  attribated  to  Mr.  Stillingfleet 
is  the  service  which  he  has  rendered  to  our  Natural  Histoiy 
and  Agriculture.     In  the  present  age  it  may  not  be  deemed 
a  merit  in  a  gentleman,  who  is  at  the  same  time  a  man  of 
letters,  to  encourage  such  pursuits  by  precept  and  exam- 
ple; as  we  have  numerous  instances  of  men  of  the  first 
rank  and  abilities,  who.  have  dedicated  their  time  and  la- 
bours to  the  promotion  of  this  branch  of  useful  knowledge. 
But,  in  the  time  of  Mr.  Stillingfleet,  the  case  was  far  dif- 
ferent; for  few  men  of  respectable  rank  in  society  were 
farmers ;  and  still  fewer,  if  any,  gave  the  result  of  their 
experience  and  observations  to  the  public.     On  thd  con- 
trary, there  seems  to  have  existed  among  the  higher  classes 
a  strong  prejudice  against  agricultural  pursuits;  which 
Mr.  Stillingfleet  took  some  pains  to  combat,  and  which^ 
.   indeed,  his  example,  as  well  as  his  precepts,  greatly  con- 
tributed to  overcome.     As  a  poet,  Mr.  Stillingfleet  is  less 
known,  because  few  of  his  compositions  were  ever  given  to 
the  public,  and  those  were  short,  and  confined  to  local  or 
temporary  subjects.     The  /'  Essay  on  Conversation  ;*'  the 
''  Poem  on  Earthquakes  ;**  the  dramas  and  sonnets ;  will 
certainly  entitle  him  to  a  place  on  the  British  Parnassus ; 
but,  when  we  consider  bis  refined  and  classical  taste,  his 
command  of  language,  his  rich  and  varied  knowledge,  and 
the  flights  of  imagination  which  frequently  escape  from  his 
rapid  pen,  we  can  have  no  hesitation  in  asserting,  that  if, 
instead  of  the  haste  in  which  be  apparently  prided  himself, 
he  had  employed  more  patience  aud  more  assiduous  cor- 
rection, he  would  have  attained  no  inconsiderable  rank 
among  our  native  poets.     Independently  of  bis  merits  as  a 
naturalist  and  a  poet,  he  possessed   great  versatility  of 
genius  and  multifarious  knowledge.     His  intimate  acquaint- 
ance with  the  higher  branches  of  the  mathematics,  and  his 
skill  in  applying  them  to  practice,  are  evident  from  his 
treatise  on  the  principles  and  powers  of  harmony  :  and  all 
his  works,  both  printed  and  manuscript,  display  various 
a4id  undoubted  proofs  of  an  extensive  knowledge  of  modern 
languages,  both  ancient  and  modern,  and  a  just  and  refined 
taste,  formed  on  the  best  models  of  classic  literature. ' 

STILPO,  a  celebrated  Greek  philosopher  of  Megara, 
who  flourished  about  306  B.  C.  was  so  eloquent,  and  in- 

^  <*  Literary  Life  and  Select  Works  of  Beojamin  SliQiDgflett.''    Ij  the  rer«^ 
WWiAin  Coxe,  r^tor  of  BcmtftOB,  kc.  1811,  S  ▼•li.  8t». 
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sinuated  himself  so  easily  into  the  favour  of  his  auditors, 
that  all  the  young  philosophers  quitted  their  masters  to  hear 
him.     It  is  said,  that  Stilpo,  having  reproached  the  cour- 
tezan Glycera  with  corrupting  youth,  she  replied,  '^  What 
does  it  signify  whether  they  are  corrupted  by  a  courtezan 
or  by  a  sophist !"  which  answer  induced  Stilpo  to  reform 
the  school  of  Megara,  banishing  from  it  all  sophisms,  use« 
less  subtilties,  general  propositions,   captious  arguments, 
and  that  parade  of  senseless  words,  which  had  so  long  de- 
based the  schools.     When  Demetrius,  son  of  Antigonus^ 
took  Megara,  he  forbade  any  one  to  touch  our  philosopher's 
bouse,  and  if  any  thing  was  taken  from  bim  in  the  buny 
of  plunder,  to  restore  it.     When  Demetrius  asked  him  if 
be  lost  any  thing  by  the  capture  of  the  city,  **  No,"  re- 
plied Stilpo,  ^' for  war  can  neither  rob  us  of  virtu%,  learn- 
ing, nor  eloquence."    He  at  the  same  time  gave  that  prince 
some  instructions  in  writing,  calcjilated  to  inspire  him  with 
humanity,  and  a  noble  zead  for  doing  good  to  mankind, 
with  which  Denietrius  was  so  affected  that  he  ever  after 
followed  his  advice.      Stilpo  is  said  to  have  entertained 
very  equivocal  notions  respecting  the  deity ;  but  he  waa 
nevertheless  considered  as  one  or  the  chiefs  of  the  Stoic 
sect.     Several  Grecian  republics  bad  recourse  to  bis  wis- 
dom, and   submitted  to  bis  decisions.     Cicero  observes;, 
that  this  philosopher  was  naturally  inclined  to  drunkenness 
and  debauchery,  but  bad  so  entirely  conquered  those  pro- 
pensities by  reason  and  philosophy,  that  no  one  ever  saw^ 
him  intoxicated,  nor  perceived  in  him  the  least  vestige  of 
intemperance. ' 

STOB^US  (John),  an  ancient  Greek  writer,  lived  in 
the  fifth  century,  as  is  generally  supposed.  What  remains 
of  him  is  a  collection  of  extracts  from  ancient  poets  and 
philosophers,  which  has  not  come  down  to  us  entire ;  and 
even  what  we  have  of  it  appears  to  be  intermixed  with  tb# 
additions  of  those  whQ  lived  after  him.  These  extracts, 
though  they  give  us  no  greater  idea  of  Stobeeus  than  that 
of  a  common-place  transcriber,  present  us  with  many  things 
which  are  to  be  found  no  where  else ;  and  therefore  have 
always  been  fangbly  valued  by  the  l^rned.  It  appears  be- 
yond dispute,  in  Fabricius^s  opinion,  that  Stobseus  waa 
not  a  Christian,  because  be  neyer  meddled  with  Christian 
writers,  nor  made  the  least  use  of  them  in  any  of  bis  cot- 
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lections.  The  "  Excerpta  of  Stobaeus,"  were  first  pub- 
lished in  Greek  at  Venice  in  1536,  4tOy  and  dedicated  to 
Bembus,  who  was  the  curator  of  St.  Mark's  library  there, 
and  fuffnished  the  manuscript  They  were  republished 
since  by  Canter,  1609,  folio,  under  the  title  of  "  Senten- 
tiae,**  under  that  of  **Eclog8B,'*  by  Hecrn,  1792,  4  vols. 
8vo.  Grotius  published  an  excellent  edition  of  the  *^  Dicta 
Poetarum,"  at  Paris  in  1623,  4to.* 

STOCK  (Christian),  a  celebrated  scholar  and  Orien- 
talist,  was  born  at  Camburg,  in  1672,  became  a  professor 
at  Jena  in  1717,  and  died  in  1733,  with  a  rery  high  repu- 
tation, particularly  for  Oriental  literature.  The  chief  of 
his  works  are,  1.  <^  Disputationes  de  poenis  Hebneorum  ca- 
pitalibus.''  2.  **  Ciavis  Lingus  Sanctse  Veteris  Testameo- 
tis."  3.  *^  Clavis  Lingus  SanctsB  Novi  TestamentL"  These 
two  last,  which  are  a  Hebrew  and  a  Greek  lexicon,  for  the 
words  contained  in  the  sacred  writings,  have  been  much  ap- 
proved, have  gone  through  several  editions,  and  received 
improvements  and  additions. ' 

STOCK  (Richard),  an  eminent  puritan  divine,  was 
born  in  the  city  of  York,  and  educated  in  St.  John*s-col- 
lege,  Cambridge,  where,  on  account  of  his  great  progress 
in  learning,  he  acquired  the  friendship  of  the  celebrated 
Dr.  Whitaker.  He  took  his  degrees  in  arts  here,  and  in 
159S  was  incorporated  M.  A.  at  Oxford.  Leaving  the  uni- 
versity, he  became  domestic  chaplain  first  to  sir  Anthony 
Cope  of  Ashby  in  Northamptonshire,  and  then  to  lady 
Lane  of  Bourton-on-the-water  in  Gloucestershire.  Soon 
after  he  came  to  London,  he  officiated  as  assistant  to  the 
vicar  of  All-hallows,  Breadstreet,  for  sixteen  years,  and  in 
1610  succeeded  him  in  that  livrog.  His  preaching  was 
much- admired,  and  his  conduct  answering  to  his  profession 
procured  him  an  extraordinary  degree  of  esteem  and  re« 
verence.  He  died  April  20,  1626,  and  was  buried  in  AU- 
ballows-church,  where  a  monument  was  erected  to  his  me- 
mory, but  was  destroyed  at  the  great  fire  in  1666.  His 
works  are,  1.  "  Doctrine  and  use  of  Repentance,'*  Lond. 
1610,  8vo.  2.  <<  Sermon  at  the  funeral  of  John  lord  Har« 
rington,**  &c.  1614,  8vo.  3.  "Stock  of  Divine  Know- 
ledge," ibid.  1641,  4to.  4.  "Truth's  Champion,"  &c. 
5.  **  Commentary  on  the  prophecy  of  Malachi|'*  edited  by 
Torshell,  folio,  1641. » 

>  Fabric.  Bibl.  Or»c— Moreri.— Barigoy'i  Lif«of  GraUni.' 
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STOCKDALE  (Percival),  a  miscellaneous  writer  of 
•ome  learning,  was  bom  Oct.  26,  1736,  in^  the  village  of 
Branxton,  of  which  parish  his  father,  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Stockdale,  was  vicar,  and  also  perpetual  curate  of  Comhill 
near  the  Tweed.  He  was  educated  for  six  years  at  the 
grammar-school  of  Alnwick,  and  afterwards  at  that  of 
Berwick,  where  he  studied  the  Greek  and  Latin  classics, 
and  acquired  some  taste,  which  it  was  his  misfortune  after- 
wards to  consider  as  equivalent  to  a  great  genius  for  poetry. 
The  world  and  he  however  were  never  agreed  as  to  the 
merit  of  his  poetical  efforts ;  and  this  proved  a  consuirt 
subject  for  chagrin.  He  left  school  in  his  eighteentli  year, 
and  resided  for  some  time  with  his  father  at  Cornhill.  He  . 
was  then  sent  to  the  university  of  St.  Andrews,  but  the 
year  after,  1755,  was  recalled  home,  in  consequence  of  the 
death  of  his  father.  Returning  to  St.  Andrews,  he  pursued 
his  studies  for  some  time,  until  a  friend  procured  him  a  se- 
cond-lieutenancy in  the  army,  in  which  he  served  at  Gib- 
raltar, and  in  the  memorable  expedition  commanded  by 
admiralsByng and  West,  for  the  relief  of  the  besieged  gar- 
rison of  St.  Philip,  in  the  island  of  Minorca.  In  1756,  he 
returned  to  England,  and  about  a  year  after  quitted  the 
army  altogether,  which  produced  what  he  calls  ^*  many 
rude  interruptions,  many  wide  and  unideal  intervals"  in 
bis  literary  pursuits. 

In  his  way  to  Berwick,  where  he  meant  to  pay  his  duty 
to  his  mother,  and  determine  on  some  future  plan  of  life, 
be  visited  Dr.  Thomas  Sharp,  archdeacon  of  Northumber- 
land, then  at  Durham,  who  invited  him  to  a  residence  in 
his  house,  and  encouraged  him  to  enter  into  holy  orders. 
Accordingly  he  was  ordained  deacon,  at  Michaelmas  1759, 
by  Dr.  Trevor,  bishop  of  Durham,  and  went  immediately 
to  London,  where  he  was  to  be  one  of  Dr.  Sharp's  assis- 
tants in  the  curacy  of  Duke's-place,  Aldgate.  After  this, 
be  seems  to  have  fallen  into  a  rambling  life,  and  in  1767, 
being  without  any  church-employment,  went  to  Italy,  and 
resided  for  two  years  in  the  town  of  Villa  Franca,  where 
he  says  he  read  and  wrote  assiduously.  In  1769,  after  bis 
return  to  London,  he  published  a  translation  of  Tasso's 
Aminta ;  had  afterwards  some  concern  in  the  **  Critical 
Review,"  and  wrote  a  life  of  Waller  the  poet,  which  was 
prefixed  to  a  new  edition  of  his  works.  He  also  translated 
Bos's  "  Antiquities  of  Greece ;"  in  1771  was  editor  of  the 
"  Universal  Magazine  ;*'  and  in  1775  published  three  ser- 
mons,   two  against  luxury  and  dissipation,    and  one  on 
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universal  befietolenoe.  In  the  same  year,  appeared  his 
iy>ein  entitled  ^  ^''^e  Poet/'  which  had  some  temporal^ 
reputation ;  and  soon  after  the  publication  of  it,  he  ob- 
tained the  office  of  chaplain  to  hit  majesty's  ship  the  Reso- 
lution of  74  guns.  This  be  retained  for  three  years,  and 
published  ^^  Six  Sermons  to  Seamen  ;*'  translated  Sabba- 
tier's  ^<  Institutions  of  the  Ancient  Nations/'  and  wrote  an 
^<  Essay  on  the  writings  and  genius  of  Pope/'  in  answer  to 
Dr.Warton's  work  on  the  same  subject. 

In  the  summer  of  17  79,  be  wrote  several  political  letter!!, 
with  the  Signature  of  Agricola,  in  the  **  Public  Adrertiser.*' 
At  this  period^  when  the  principal  booksellers  of  London 
determined  to  publish  a  new  edition  of  the  English  Poets, 
with  a  previous  account  of  the  life  of  each  poet,  we  are 
told  that  '<  Mr.  Stockdale's  Life  of  Waller  had  given  them 
•o  high  an  idea  of  his  ability  to  execute  their  plan,  that 
they  resolved,  in  this  meeting,  to  apply  to  him  to  be  its 
biographer  and  editor.  The  agreement  was  accordingly 
made ;  but,  by  some  strange  misundersUndtngy  Mr.  Stock- 
dale  was  deprived  of  this  employment,  and  Dr.  Johnson 
wrote  the  Lives  of  the  Poets !  Owing  to  this  circumstance, 
a  feud  arose  between  our  injured  author  and  some  of  these 
booksellers,  which  has  never  subsided,  and  from  which  he 
may  date  not  a  few  of  the  misfortunes  and  vexations  of  his 
life."  We  copy  this  story  merely  to  contradict  it,  for  no 
such  agreement  was  ever  entered  into,  and  whatever  re- 
sentment *'our  injured  author"  might  have  entertained 
against  the  booksellers,  they  could  not  have  hesitated  a 
moment  had  their  choice  been  between  Mr.  Stockdale  and 
Dr.  Johnson.  He  now  left  bis  ship ;  and,  being  without 
any  regular  employment,  was  advised  by  his  fciends  to  ac- 
cept a  situation  which  ik>w  presented  itself,  that  of  tutor  to 
the  late  lord  Craven's  eldest  son,  but  this,  it  is  said,  be 
found  a  state  of  vassalage, '^^  totally  incompatible  with  his 
independent  sentiments,"  and  therefore  quitted  it  the  fol- 
lowing spring.  ' 

In  the  Slimmer  of  1780,  sir  Adam  Gordon,  who  had  the 
living  of  Hincworth  in  Hertfordshire,  oflfered  Mr.  Stockdale 
the  curacy  of  that  place.  ^He  accepted  it  with  gratitude, 
and  there  wrote  fifteen  sermons.  At  this  period  at  the 
distance  of  twenty-three  years  from  his  first  ordination,  be 
took  priest's  orders.  In  1782,  he  wrote  his  "Treatise  on 
Educaiioii ;"  and  in  the  autumn  of  the  succeeding  year, 
lord  Thorlow  (the  then  lord  Chancellor),  io  consequence^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


S  T  O  C  K  D  A  L  E.  451 

us  we  are  gravely  told,  **  of  having  read  a  volume  of  Mr. 
Stockdale^tt  sermons,  and  without  any  other  recommen- 
dation/' presented  him  with  the  living  of  Lesbury,  in  Nor* 
thomberland.  To  this  the  dake  of  Northumberland  added 
that  of  Long-Houghton,  in  the  same  county.  Here  he 
wrote  a  tragedy  called  •*  Ximenes/'  which  was  never  acted 
or  printed;  bat  still,  in  a  restless  pursuit  of  some  imaginary 
happiness,  he  fancied  that  the  bleakness  of  the  climate  in- 
jured hislbealth;  and  accepted  an  invitation  in  1787,  from 
bis  friend  Mr.  Matra,  British  Consul  at  Tangier,  to  past 
some  time  with  him,  under  its  more  genial  sky. 

In  1790,  he  returned  from  the  Mediterranean;  and^ 
from  the  researches  he  bad  made  in  Spain,  and  on  the 
coast  of  Barbary,  wrote  a  large  account  of  Gibraltar,  com- 
prehending its  natural  and  political  history.  It  was  com- 
Eosed  we  are  informed  with  great  attentbn  and  diligeuce, 
ut,  ^^  when  he  had  arrived  within  a  day's  work  of  its  com- 
pletion, in  consequence  of  some  recent  and  mortifying 
events,  his  literary  adversity,  and  all  bis  other  misfortunes, 
took  fast  hold  of  bis  mind,  oppressed  it  extremely,  and  re- 
duced it  to  a  stage  of  the  deepest  despondency.''  In  this 
state,  ^'  he  made  a  sudden  resolution — never  more  to  pro- 
secute the  profession  of  an  author!  to  retire  from  the 
world ;  and  read  only  for  consolation  and  amusement 
That  he  might  have  the  less  temptation  to  break  bis  vow, 
in  a  desperate  moment,  he  threw  his  History  of  Gibraltar 
into  the  flames !"  He  did  not  adhere  much  longer,  bow-t' 
ever,  to  this,  than  to  any  former  resolutton ;  and  after  his 
chagrin  had  a  little  abated,  resolved  to  write  a  course  of 
^*  Lectures"  upon  the  respective  merits  of  the  most  emi- 
oettt  English  poets,  and  about  the  same  time  composed  two 
poems:  **  The  Banks  of  the  Wear,"  and  «« The  Invincible 
laland."  His  "Lectures  on  the  Poets"  were  completed, 
and  published  in  the  year  1807,  and  present  a  strange 
combination  of  good  and  bad  sense,  just  and  petulant  cri- 
ticism. His  next  publication  was  his  own  **  Memoirs," 
and  in  1808,  when  he  paid  his  last  visit  to  London,  he 
published  a  selection  of  his  "  Poems,"  in  one  volume  8vo. 
From  this  period  his  health  rapidly  declined :  and  in  the 
autumn  of  1810,  he  returned  to  his  vicarage  in  Northum* 
berhnd,  where  he  died  Sept.  11,  1811.  Mr.  Stockdale  was 
a  man  of  very  considerable  talents,  but  his  *^  Memoirs,'.'  in 
which  he  is  uniformly  his  own  panegyrist,  are  unfortu- 
nately calculated  to  give  us  a  very  unfavourable  opinion 
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of  bn  temper  and  disposition.  Haring  early  accustomed 
hiaiself  to  a  very  exalted  idea  of  his  own  merit  and  im- 
portaoce^  be  was  perpetually  encountering  disappointment 
for  want  of  steadiness  ewen  in  his  most  laudable  pursuits. 
Although  mixing  much  with  the  world,  he  never  seems  to 
have  understood  the  terms  on  which  it  dispenses  its  favoucs, 
nor  profited  by  the  experience  which  the  constant  failure 
of  his  crude,  romantic  notions  of  his  own  genius  and  fame^ 
might  have  contributed.  His  nan^tive  afibrds  a  melan- 
choly picture  of  a  mind  perpetually  irritated  by  disap- 
pointed vanity,  and  never  seeking  solace  where,  his  pro- 
fession might  have  pointed.^ 

STOEFLER,  or  STOFLER  (John),  a  German  mathe- 
matician, was  born  at  Justingen  in  Suabia,  in  1452,  and 
died  in  1551.  He  taught  mathematics  at  Tubingen,  where 
he  acquired  a  great  reputation,  which  however  he  lost 
again  in  a  great  measure,  by  intermeddling  with  the  pre- 
diction of  future  events.  He  announced  a  great  deluge, 
which  he  said  would  happen  in  the  year  1524,  a  predic- 
tion with  which  be  terrified  all  Germany,  where  many  per- 
sons prepared  vessels  proper  to  escape  with  from  the  floods. 
But  the  prediction  failing,  served  to  convince  him  of  the 
absurdity  of  his  prognostications.  He  was  author  of  several 
works  in  mathematics  and  astrology,  full  of  foolish  and 
chimerical  ideas;  such  as,  1.  ^  Elucidatio  Fabric.  Usus- 
que  Astrolabii,**  1513,  fol.  2.  <<  Procli  sphssram  com- 
ment/' 1541,  fol.  3.  <<  Cosmographies  aliquot  Descrip- 
tiones,'*  1537,  4to.* 

STONE  (Edmund),  an  eminent,  though  self-taught  ma- 
thematician, was  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  son  of  a  gar- 
dener in  the  service  of  the  duke  of  Argyle.  Neither  the 
time  nor  place  of  his  birth  is  exactly  known,  but  from  a 
MS  memorandum  in  our  possession  it  appears  that  he  died 
in  March  or  April  1768.  The  chief  account  of  him  that 
is  extant  is  contained  in  a  letter  written  by  the  celebrated 
chevalier  Ramsay  to  father  Castel,  a  Jesuit  at  Paris,  and 
published  in  the  Journal  de  Trevoux,  p.  109.  From  this 
it  appears,  that  when  he  was  about  eighteen  years  of  age, 
bis  singular  ulents  were  discovered  accidentally  by  the 
duke  ot  Argyle,  who  found  that  he  had  been  reading  New- 
ton's Principia.    The  duke  was  surprised,  entered  into 

>  Memoirs,  2  toI.  Svo. — Oent  Maf .  toI.  LXXXI  -^See  some  admirable  re* 
marka  on  ihi«  deluded  author  in  Mr.  D'lsraeli's  Calaoiiliesy  Tol.  II.  p.  dlS|  Sm. 
f  Metchior  A4am.— Mor«ri.— HaUOB*s  Diet. 
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convetsatian  with  biaiy  and  waa  atconkhed  at  the  feree, 
accuracy,  and  candour  of  his  answers.  The  instructions 
be  had  received  amounted  to  no  more  than  having  been 
taught  to  read  by  a  servant  of  the  duke's,  about  ten  years 
before.  ^^I  first  learned  to  read,"  «aid  Stone;  ^tbe  ma- 
sons were  then  at  work  upon  your  bouse:  I  went  near 
them  one  day,  and  I  saw  that  the  architect  used  a  rule 
and  compasses,  and  that  he  made  calculations.  I  inquired 
what  might  be  the  use  of  these  things ;  and  I  was  informed 
that  there  was  a  science  called  arithmetic:  I  purchased 
a  book'  of  arithmetic,,  and  I  learned  it.  I  was  told  there 
was  another  science  cillled  geometry :  I  bought  the  books, 
and  I  learned  geometry.  By  reading  L  found  that  there 
were  good  books  in  these  two  sciences  in  Latin  :  I  bought 
a  dictionary,  and  I  learnt  Latin.  I  utaderstood  that  there 
were  good  books  of  the  same  kind  in  French  :  I  bought  a 
dictionary,  and  I  learned  French.  And  this,  my  lord,  is 
what  I  have  done.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  may  learn  every 
thing,  when  we  know  the  twenty-four  letters  of  the  alpha* 
bet.''  Delighted  with  this  account,  the  duke  drew  him 
from  obscurity,  and  placed  him  in  a  situation  which  en- 
abled him  to  pursue  bis  favourite  objects.  8tone  was  au- 
thor and  translator  of  several  useful  works :  \.  *^  A  new 
Mathematical  Dictionary^  1726,  8vo.  2.  "Fluxions,"  1730, 
9vo.  The  direct  method  is  a  translation  of  L^  Hospital's 
Analyse  des  infiniment  petits,  from  the  French ;  and  the 
inverse  method  was  suppKed  by  Stone  himself.  3.  ^^Tfae 
Elements  of  Euclid,"  1731,  2  vols.  Bvo.  This  is  a  neat 
and  useful  edition  of  the  Elements  of  Euclid,  with  an  ac- 
count of  the  life  and  writings  of  that  mathematician,  and  a 
defence  of  his  elements  against  modern  objectors.  4.  '' A 
paper  in  the  Philosophical  Transactions,  vol.  xli.  p.  218, 
ccmtaining  an  account  of  two  species  of  lines  of  the 
third  order,  not  mentioned  by  sir  Isaac  Newton,  or  Mr. 
Sterling ;  and  some  other  small  productions. 

He  is  described  by  Ramsay  as  a  man  of  the  utmost  mo- 
desty and  simplicity,  animated  by  a  pure  and  disinterested 
love  of  science.  He  discovered  sometimes,  by  methods  of 
his  own,  truths  which  others  had  discovered  before  him. 
On  these  occasions  he  was  charmed  to  find  that  he  was 
not  the  first  inventor,  but  that  others  had  made  a  greater 
progress  than  he  supposed. 

To  this  account,  as  given  in  the  last  edition  of  this 
work,  we  may  add  that  when  Stone  had  obtained  tha  duke 

Vol.  XXVm.  F  f 
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of  Argyle*s  patrooftge,  he  probably  was  enabled  to  coma 
to  London,  as  we  find  he  was  chosen  a  fellow  of  the  Royal 
Society  in  1735,  a  year  before  the  publication  of  bis  ''  Ma- 
thematical Dictionary,**  and  his  subsequent  works  were  all 
published  in  London:  but  in  what  capacity  he  lived  or 
bow  supported,  we  know  not.  In  1742  or  1743  his  name 
was  withdrawn  from  the  list  of  the  Royal  Society.  lo 
1758  he  published  *^  The  Construction  and  Principal 
Uses  of  Mathematical  Instruments,  translated  from  the 
French  of  M.  Bion,  chief  instrument -maker  to  the 
French  king.  .  To  which  are  added,  the  construction  and 
uses  of  such  instruments  as  are  omitted  by  M.  Bion,  par- 
ticularly of  those  invented  or  improved  by  the  English. 
By  Edmund  Stone,^'  folio.  Here  he  omits  the  title  of 
F.  R.  S.  which  appeared  to  his  former  publications.  From 
the  introductory  part  of  an  account  of  this  work  in  the 
Critical  Review,  it  would  appear  that  he  was  known  to  the 
writer  of  that  article,  and  that  be  was  now  old  and  neg- 
lected., '^  Siuce  the  commencement  of  our  periodical  la- 
bours," says  the  critic,  '^  none  of  Mr.  Stone^s  works  have 
passed  through  our  hands.  It  is  with  pleasure  we  now  be- 
hold this  ingenious  gentleman  breaking  a  silence,  for  the 
service  of  the  publick^  which  we  were  ready  to  attribute 
to  his  sense  of  its  ingratitude.  There  is  hardly  a  person 
the  least  tinctured  with  letters  in  the  British  dominions, 
who  is  unacquainted  with  the  extraordinary  merit  of  our 
futhor.  Untutored,  and  self-taught,  he  ascended  from 
the  grossest  ignorance,  by  mere  dint  of  genius,  to  the  sub- 
limest  paths  of  geometry.  His  abilities  are  universally 
^  acknowledged,  his  reputation  unblemished,  his  services  to 
the  public  uncontested,  and  yet  he  lives  to  an  advanced 
age  unrewarded,  except  by  a  mean  employment  that  re- 
-flects  dishonour  on  the  donors**'  What  this  employment 
was,  we  know  not,  but  the  work  itself  is  said  to  be  a  se- 
cond edition,  and  that  the  first  had  a  rapid  sale.  In  1767, 
was  published  a  pamphlet-entitled  <<  Some  reflections  on  the 
the  uncertainty  of  many  astronomical  and  geographical  po- 
sitions, with  regard  to  the  figure  and  magnitude  of  the  earth, 
he.  &c.    By  Edmund  Stone,**  8vo.     We  have  not  seen  this 

S'oduction,  but  from  the  account  given  of  it  in  the  Monthly 
eview,  it  must  have  been  written  either  by  a  Mr.  Ed- 
tnund  Stone  of  far  inferior  abilities  and  good  sense  to  our 
author,  or  by  our  author  in  his  dotage.' 

*  Htittoii'f  Dlct.--<>il.  Re?.  toL  IX.— MoiitWy  Re?.  ?•!.  XXXVII. 
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.  STONHOUSE  (Sir  Jam£s),  a  pious  and  worthy  baronet, 
originally  a  physician  and  afterwards  a  divine,  was  the  son 
of  Richard  and  Caroline  Stonhouse,  of  Tubney,  near  Ab- 
ingdon, in  Berkshire,  and  was  born  July  20,  1716.  His 
father,  who  died  when  his  son  was  ten  years  old,  was,  as 
sir  James  informs  us,  "  a  country  squire^  kept  a  pack  of 
hounds,  and  was  a  violent  Jacobite."  Our  author  sue- 
ciseded^to  the  title  of  baronet  latejn  life,  by  the  death  of 
his  collateral  relation  sir  James  Stonhouse  of  Radley. 

.  He  was  educated  at  Winchester-school,  and  was  after- 
wards of  St.  John's  college,  Oxford,  where  be  took  his 
master's  degree  in  1739,  and  his  degrees  in  medicine, 
M.  B.  in  1742,  and  M.D.  in  1745.  He  had  his  medical 
education  under  Dr.  Frank  Nichols  (See F.Nichols),  whom 
be  represents  as  a  professed  deist,  and  fond  of  instilling 
pernicious  principles  into  the  minds  of  his  pupils.  Mr. 
Stonhouse  resided  with  him  in  his  house  in  Lincoln's-inn- 
fields  for  two  years,  and  dissected  with  him,  which,  he  says, 
was  a  great  and  an  expensive  privilege.  He  also  attended 
St.  Thomas's  hospital  for  two  years  under  those  eminent 
physicians  sir  Edward  Wilmot,  Dr.  Hall,  and  Dr.  Lether- 
land.  Twa  years  more  he  devoted  to  medical  study  and 
observation  at  Paris,  Lyons,  Montpellier,  and  Marseilles. 
On  his  return,  he  settled  one  year  at  Coventry,  where  he 
married  Miss  Anne  Neale,  the  eldest  of  the  two  daughters 
of  John  Neale,  esq.  of  Ailesley,  near  Coventry,  and  mem- 
ber of  parliament  for  that  city.  This  lady,  who  died  ip 
1747,  soon  after  their  marriage,  in  the  twenty-fifth  year  of 
her  age,  is  introduced  as  one  of  the  examples  of  frail  mor- 
ulity  in  Harvey's  *^  Meditations,"  and  is  farther  comme- 
morated there  in  a  note. 

From  Coventry,  Dr.  Stonhouse  removed,  in  1743,  to 
Northampton,  where  and  through  the  neighbourhood  for 
many  miles,  his  practice  became  most  extensive ;  and  his 
benevolence  keeping  pace  with  his  profits,,  he  was  acknow- 
ledged in  all  respects  a  great  benefactor  to  the  poor. 
Among  other  schemes  for  their  relief,  he  founded .  the 
county-infirmary  at  Northampton,  but  amidst  much  oppo- 
sition. During  his  residence  here  the  celebrated  Dr. 
Akenside  endeavoured  to  obtain  a  settlement  as  a  prac- 
titioner, but  found  it  in  vain  to  interfere  with  Dr.  Ston- 
house, who  then,  as  Dr.  Johnson  observes  in  his  life  of 
Akenside,  ''  practised  with  such  repuution  and  success, 
that  a  stranger  was  not  likely  to  gain  ground  upon  him." 

F  F  3 
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Aft^  pYli^tMi^  it  Not tbamptM  for  twenty  ytwr^^  be 
Quitted  his  profmicHfiy  aMigning^  for  a  reason  that  his  prac- 
tice #ii  become  too  extensirefor  his  time  and  healthy  and 
that  all  his  attentats  to  bring  it  into  narrower  limits,  with* 
outgiving  offifnce,  and  occasioning  very  painful  reflections, 
had  foiled.  But  .neither  the  natural  activity  of  his  mrnd, 
nor  his  unceasing  wish  to  be  doing  good,  wdnld  permit 
him  to  remain  unemployed,  and  as  his  turn  of  mind  was 
peculiarly  bent  on  subjects  of  divinity,  he  determined  to 
go  into  the  chtirch,  and  was  accordingly  ordained  deacon 
by  the  special  favour  of  the  bishop  of  Hereford,  in  Here- 
ford cathedral,  and  priest  next  week  by  letters  dimissoiy 
to  the  bishop  of  Bristol,  in  Bristol  cathedral,  no  one,  he 
informs  us,  being  ordained  at  either  of  those  tiroes  bnt 
himself.  In  May  1764  lord  Radnor  found  him  very  ill  at 
Bristol-wells,  and  gave  him  the  living  of  Liitle-Cbeverei ; 
and  in  December  1779  his  lordship's  successor  gave  him 
that  of  Great  Cheverei. 

About  ten  years  before  this,  he  married  his  second  wife 
Sisrah,  an  heiress,  the  only  child  of  Thomas  Ekins,  esq. 
of  Chester-oD-the-water,  in  Northamptonshire.  She  was 
left  by  her  father  nnderthe  guardianship  of  Dr.  Doddridge, 
Who  died  before  she  came  of  age,  at  which  last  period  Dr. 
Stbnhouse  married  her.  Dr.  8tonhouse's  piety,  for  which 
be  was  most  admired,  bad  not  always  been  uniform.  He 
tells  us,  that  he  imbibed  erroneous  notions  from  Dr.  Ni- 
chols, and  that  he  was  for  seven  years  a  confirmed  infidel, 
and  did  all  he  could  to  subvert  Christianity.  He  went  so 
far  as  to  write  a  keen  pamphlet  against  it ;  the  third  edition 
of  which  he  burnt.  He  adds,  "  for  writing  and  spreading 
of  which,  I  humbly  hope,  as  I  have  deeply  repenred  of  it, 
God  has  forgiven  me :  though  I  never  can  forgive  myself." 
His  conversion  to  Cbri3tianity,  which  he  attributes  to  some 
of  Dr.  Doddridge's  writings,  and  the  various  circumstances 
attending  it,  were  such,  that  he  was  advised  to  write  tbe 
history  of  his  life,  which  he  accordingly  did,  and  intended 
it  to  have  been  published  after  his  death :  but  in  conse- 
quence of  tbe  suggestion  of  a  friend,  and  his  own  sus- 
picions, lest  a  bad  use  might  have  been  made  of  it,  be  was 
induced  to  destroy  the  manuscript. 

.After  being  settled  at  Cheverei,  he  applied  himself  to 
Ihe  duties  of  his  station  with  fervour  and  assiduity,  and  be- 
came very  popular  as  a  preacher.'  Much  of  his  general 
c|^aract€T  and  conduct^  his  sentiments  and  the  vicissitudes 
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of  bis  profeatloaal  amplajmeat,  may  be  learned  fit>iii  his 
correspondence  lately  published.  He  died  at  Bristol- Wells 
Dec.  8,  1795,  iu  tbe  eightieth  year  of  his  age,  and  was 
buried  in  the  Wells  chapel,  in  the  same  grave  with  hii 
second  wife,  who  died  seven  years  before,  over  which,  on 
an  elegant  monument,  is  an  epitaph,  in  verse,  by  Miss 
Hannah  More.  ' 

Among  other  ways  of  doing  good,  sir  James  Stonhouse 
.was  convinced  th^t  the  dispersion  of  plain  and  familiar 
tracts  on  important  subjects,  was  ^one  of  the  inost  import- 
ant, and  accordingly  wrote  several  of  these,  tbe  greater 
part  of  which  have  been  adopted  by.  tbe  Society  for  pro- 
moting Christian  knowledge.  The  others  are,  1.  ^^Con- 
siderations on  some  particular  sins,  and  on  the  mean ;<  of 
doing  good  bodily  and  spiritually."  2.  ^^  St.  PauPs  Ex- 
hortation and  motive  to  support  the  weak  or  sick  poor,  a 
sermon."  3.  ''  A  short  explanation  of  the  Sacrament  of 
the  Lord^s  Supper,  fco.^*  4.  <^  Hints  to  a  curate  for  the 
O^nagement  uf  a  parish."  5.  ^^  A  seriqus  address  to  the 
parishioners  of  Great  Cheverel,"  lio.' 

STORER  (Thomas),  a  poet  of  the  Eliaabethan  period, 
was  the  son  of  John  Storer,  a  native  of  London,  an  J  x^as 
elected  student  of  Ct)ri«t-olinrch,  Oxford,  about  I  >S7. 
He  took  his  degree  of  master  pf  arts,  and  had  the  (a  i^e 
of  excellent  poetical  talents,  which  were  exhibited,  not 
only  in  verses  before  the  books  of  many  members  of  the 
university,  but  in  his  ppem  entitled  **  The  Life  and  De  'th 
of  Thomas  Wolsey,  cardinal:  divided  ihto  three  pares: 
his  aspiring;  triumph;  and  death,"  Lond.  1599;  4to.  He 
obtained  also  great  credit  for  some  pastoral  airs  an  i  ma- 
drigals, wbiofa  were  published  in  the  eollection  called 
"  England's  Helicon.**  He  (\\ftd  in  the  psLr\»U  of  St.  Mi- 
chael Bassishaw,  London,  in  Nov.  1604,  and  had  hiti  me- 
iDory  celebrated  by  many  copies  of  verses.  His  poem  on 
Wolsey  is  far  from  despicable,  and  contains  many  curious 
historical  particulars.  It  is  of  the  greatest  rarity ;  but 
there  is  a  copy  in  the  Bodleian,  and  another  in  the  British 
Museum.* 

STORK  (Abraham),  a  Dutch  painter  of  s^a-pieees,  and 
sea-ports,  died  in  1708,  but  the  time  of  his  birth,  and  the 

1  LeiMtrs  from  tbe  Rer.  Job  Qrtoii,  ap^  ibe  Hev.  Sir  James  SioBbou|«,  f^c* 
1S05,  «  ToU.  Itmo.— Gem.  K|a<r. XXV.  LXVt.  and  IZKXXl. 

«  Atb.  Oz.  Tol.  1.  new  e^ij.  ^pkiilipB'»The«t^mby  Sir  E.  Btydget.— Lsitart 
by  Emfoent  Pertoos,  I8l3,  ft^i^,  BfO. 
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mlister  under  whom  be  stlidied,  have  not  been  recorded. 
He  was  a  native  of  Anasterdam,  where  he  might  naturally 
imbibe  a  taste  for  that 'kind  of  scenery  which  he  usually 
repnesented;  consisting  of  boats,  barges,  and  ships,  with 
many  pei^ns  engaged  in  different  employments,  lading  or 
unlading  the  vessels.  He  studied  assiduously  after  nature, 
and  usually  sketched  from  the  real  objects,  so  that  a  strong 
character  of  truth  is  the  great  recommendation  of  his  seas, 
rocks,  and  harbours.  His  figures  are  small,  but  usually  de- 
signed with  great  exactness,  and  so  numerous  in  most  of 
his  piec^,  as  to  afford  a  great  f^und  of  entertainment.  He 
had  a  brother  who  was  a  painter  of  landscapes,  and  chiefly 
represented  views  of  the  Rhine,  but  was  not  equal  to  him. 
A  capital  picture  of  Abraham  Stork  is,  the  reception  of  the 
duke  of  Marlborough,  in  the  river  Amstei.' 

STOW  (John),  a  valuable  historian  and  antiquary,  was 
born  in  London,  and  as  is  usually  supposed,  in  St.  Michael's 
Cornhill,  where  his  father  and  grandfather  lived,  and  were 
reputed  men  of  good  credit.  The  time  of  his  birth  was 
about  1525,  but  we  know  little  of  the  circumstances  of 
his  youth,  unless  that  he  was  bred  up  to  his  father's  bu- 
siness, that  of  a  taylor.  It  has  been  often  remarked  as  a 
singular,  but  after  all  a  trifling  circumstance,  that  two  of 
the  most  celebrated  antiquaries  of  the  sixteenth  century. 
Stow  and  Speed,  were  both  bred  to  that  occupation. 

At  what  time,  or  on  what  occasion  he  removed  from 
Cornhill,  is  uncertain,  but  in  1549,  we  find  him  dwelling 
within  Aldgate,  where  the  pump  now  stands,  between  Lea- 
denhalUstreet  aud  Fenchurch-street.  While  be  lived  here, 
he  was  the  spectator  of  an  execution  which  affected  him 
not  a  little.  The  bailiff  of  Rumford,  coming  up  to  town 
during  an  insurrection  which  prevailed  in  Norfolk  and  Suf- 
folk, and  spread  to  some  parts  of  Essex,  happened  to  fall 
in  company  with  the  curate  of  Cree-church,  who  asking 
him  what  news,  the  bailiff  said  that  many  were  up  in  Essex, 
but  that,  ^<  thanks  be  to  God,  things  were  in  good  quiet 
about  them.''  The  curate,  from  some  misconception  of 
these  words,  immediately  informed  against  the  poor  bailiff, 
as  one  of  the  rebels,  or  a  favourer  of  their  cause.  On  this 
he  was  next  morning  brought  before  a  court-martial,  and 
sentenced  to  be  hanged  in  the  parish  where  he  uttered  the 
aforesaid  words,  upon  a  gibbet  erected  before  Mr.  Stow'^ 

»  PilkiDgtOD. 
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door.  Stow  was  of  course  a  witness^  and  beard  the  poor 
man's  dying  declaration,  respecting  the  above  words  which 
be  made  use  of,  and  which  were  the  only  pretence  for  this 
unjust  execution.  Some  time  after,  Stow  removed  into 
Lime-street  ward,  in  the  parish  of  St  Andrew  Undersbaft^ 
where  be  continued  until  his  death*. 

He  began  early  to  apply  himself  to  the  study  of  the 
history  and  antiquities  of  England  with  so  much  enthu- 
siasm, that  he  bestowed  little  attention  on  business,  or  the 
concerns  of  domestic  life ;  and  this  improvidence  greatly 
impaired  his  circumstances,  and  at  length  reduced  him  to 
considerable  difficulties.  His  first  appearance,  as  an  an* 
tiquary,  was  in  the  service  of  the  ward  of  which  he  was 
now  become  an  inhabitant.  That  of  Bishopsgate  had  en- 
croached on  the  bounds  of  it,  and  had  taken  in  three  houses, 
and  a  piece  of  land  near  London-wall,  which  belonged  to  it. 
These  Mr.  Stow  plainly  proved  to  be  the  property  of  his 
ward,  by  certain  old  leases  and  grants,  and  other  authen- 
tic registers ;  and  they  were  accordingly  at  that  time  yielded 
to  it ',  though,  afterwards,  when  sir  Richard  Pype,  alder- 
man of  Bishopsgate  ward,  became  lord  mayor  of  London, 
and  reclaimed  them,  it  receded  from  its  undoubted  right, 
and  tamely  surrendered  them  to  his  jurisdiction. 

Mr.  Stow's  success,  however,  in  this  affair  probably  ani- 


*  Tbit  eorate,  called  Sir  Stq>heo, 
beoame  lo  cootemptible  by  bit  farioui 
zeal,  ^t  be  was  forced  to  leave  the 
city,  and  retire  to  some  uoknowo  place 
io  the  conntry.  **  Mr.  Stow  hat  re- 
corded tome  tbingf  of  him,  which, 
tboufh  not  attended  with  tach  fatai 
cooseqoenoei  at  that  already  men- 
tioned, were  evidencei  of  bit  excttsive 
bigotry.  In  a  lermon,  whioh  be 
preached  before  a  great  aaditory  at  St. 
PauPt  Crota,  be  inreigbed  bitterly 
against  a  long  may-pole,  called  ihaft, 
in  the  netl  parish  to  bis  own,  which 
from  tbence  was  named  St.  Andrew 
Undershaft*  This  be  insisted  upon 
being  an  idol ;  and  so  warmly  did  be 
declare  against  it,  that  the  leal  of  many 
of  bis  hearers  being  exciud  thereby, 
they  went  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same 
day,  and  pulled  the  may-pole  down 
from  the  place  where  it  bung  upon 
books,  and  then  sawed  it  into  divers 
pieces,  each  housekeeper  taking  as 
much  of  it  as  bung  over  bis  door  or 
stall,  and  thao  oaslhig  th«  piaocs  into 


one  common  heap  bomt  them.  Mr. 
Stow  heard  tbis  sermon,  and  saw  tbe 
effects  of  it.  Another  mark  of  the 
curate^  imprudent  zeal,  was  his  tak- 
ing occasion  from  that  church's,  namn 
Undershaft,  as  superstitiously  given  it* 
to  declare*  bis  judftment  that  tbe  titles 
of  churches  should  be  altered,  and  that 
CTen  tbe  names  of  tbe  days  of  tbe  Week 
ought  to  be  changed  from  those  bea- 
then  ones  whioh  had  been  given  them  ; 
and  that  Fridays  and  Saturdays  shouM 
be  no  more  fish -days,  but  others  sub- 
stituted for  snob  io  their  place ;  and 
that  Lent  should  be  kept  at  any  other 
time  than  between  Shrove- tide  and 
Kaster.  Another  odd  practice  of  this 
curate  was,  to  go  out  of  tbe  pulpit  into 
tbe  church-yard,  and  mount  an  high 
elm  that  grew  there*  and  pfsach  fr^m 
thence  to  bis  aodtenoe,  and  then  return 
to  the  cfaurth,  irtid  say  or  sing  the 
English  service,  not  at  the  altar,  as 
was  usual,  but  upon  a  tomb,  which  was 
placed  northward  of  it,'*— Strype's  Life 
of  Stow. 
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mated  bim  in  bis  antiquariao  researches^  as  be  bad  now 
demonstrated  tbe  practical  benefit  arising  from  them.  It 
was  about  1560,  that  be  turned  bis  thoughts  to  tbe  com- 
piling an  English  chronicle,  and  be  spent  (be  greater  part 
of  his  future  Ufe  in  collecting  such  materials  relating  to 
tbe  kingdom  at  large,  as  he  esteemed  worthy  to  be  banded 
down  to  posterity.  But  after  he  had  been  eagerly  employ- 
ed for  a  while  in  these  studies,  perceiving  how  little  profit 
be  was  likely  to  reap  from  them,  he  was  on  the  point  of 
diverting  bis  industry  into  tbe  channel  of  the  occupation  he 
bad  been  bred  to ;  and  the  expensiveness  of  purchasing 
manuscripts  was  an  additional  motive  to  this  resolution. 
Archbishop  Parker,  however,  himself  an  excellent  anti- 
quary, and  a  bountiful  patron  of  all  who  bad  the  same 
turn,  persuaded  him  ta  go  on,  and  liberally  contributed  to 
lessen  his  expences,  while  bis  grace  lived. 

In  order  to  qualify  himself  effectually  for  what  be  had  in 
view,  he  procured  as  many  of  the  ancient  English  writers, 
both  printed  and  in  manuscript,  as  he  could  obtain  by 
money  or  favour. '  These  he  studied  so  attentively  as  to 
gain  an  exact  and  critical  knowledge  of  them,  and  he  at 
tbe  same  time  embraced  every  opportunity  of  oultivating 
the  intjmacy  of  those  persons  who  were  most  capable  of 
assisting  him ;  such  as  archbishop  Parker,  already  men- 
tioned; Lambard,  author  of  the  Perambulation  of  Kent, 
and  other  works ;  Bowyer,  keeper  of  the  records  of  the 
Tower,  and  the  first  methodizer  of  them ;  with  the  cele- 
brated Camden,  and  others  of  lesser  note.  For  more  par- 
ticular information  respecting  the  antiquities  of  London,  be 
collected  all  the  old  books,  parchments,  instruments,  char- 
ters, and  journals  relating  to  it,  that  he  could  meet  with ; 
and  he  had,  besides,  procured  access  to  the  archives  in  the 
chamber  of  the  city,  where  he  perused,  and  transcribed 
such  original  papers  as  were  of  service  to  bim  in  tbe  prose- 
cution of  his  grand  design  of  writing  the  *^  Survey'^  of  it. 

The  first  work  which  he  published,  was  his^^  Summary 
of  the  Chronicles  of  England,  from  the  coming  in  of  Brute 
unto  his  own  time,*'  which  be  undertook  at  the  instance  of 
lord  Robert  Dudley.  Tbe  reason  of  bis  proposing  it  to 
him  was  this :  In  1562,  Mr.  Stow  having  in  his  search  after 
curious  and  uncommon  tracts,  met  with  an  ingenious  one 
of  Edmund  Dudley,  his  lordship's  grandfatber^s  writing, 
during  his  imprisonment  in  the  Tower,  entitled  '^  The  Tree 
of  the  Commonwealth;*'  (wlrich  he  dedicated  to  Henry VIII. 
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bat  it  never  came  to  his  band) ;  he  kept  the  original  him- 
self, but  transcribed  a  fair  copy  of  it,  and  took  an  oppor- 
tunity of  presenting  it  to  this  nobleman,  who  earnestly  re- 
quested our  author  to  attempt  something  of  the  same  na- 
ture. To  gratify  so  illustrious  a  suitor,  he  collected  his 
^*  Summary,'*  and  dedicated  it  to  him  when  it  was  finished. 
The  acquisition  of  such  a  patron  was  undoubtedly  impor- 
tant to  him  at  this  period,  but  more  in  point  of  fame  than 
emolument. 

Not  long  after,  in  1573,  the  ^*  Summary"  was  reprinted 
with  large  additions,  in  a  thick  octavo  in  the  black  letter. 
It  begins  with  a  general  description  of  the  kingdom,  and 
then  treats  of  the  several  kings  and  queens  that  governed 
this  island ;  naming  the  mayors  and  sheriffs  every  year ; 
and  under  each  reign  it  gives  the  several  remarkable  occur« 
rences  that  happened,  especially  those  concerning  the  city 
of  London.  \ 

In  this  year  came  out  the  laborious  and  voluminous  col- 
lections of  Reiner  Wolfe,  printer  to  the  queen,  and  of 
others,  being  a  chronicle  of  Britain,  printed  and  reprinted 
by  Raphael  Holinshed,  and  commonly  going  under  his 
name.  In  the  last  and  largest  edition  of  that  work,  there 
are  inserted  many  considerable  additions  communicated  by 
Stow,  and  which  form  the  main  part  of  it  from  1573  to 
1583,  and  afford  eminent  proofs  of  his  pains  and  diligene. 

In  1600,  he  published  bis  <<  Flores  Historiarum,*'  or  An- 
nals of  this  kingdom  from  the  time  of  the  ancient  Britons 
to  his  own.'*  This  work  was  nothing  else  but  his  ^'  Sum- 
mary" greatly  enlarged,  which  he  dedicated  to  archbishop 
Whitgift.  It  was  reprinted  five  years  after  with  additions; 
but  even  in  this  improved  state  it  was  no  more  than  an 
abridgment  of  a  much  larger  history  of  this  nation,  which 
he  had  been  above  forty  years  collecting  out  of  a  multitude 
of  ancient  authors,  registers,  chronicles,  lives,  and  records 
of  cities  and  towns ;  and  which  hp  intended  now  to  have 
published,  if  the  printer,  probably  fearing  the  success  of 
it,  after  the  late  appearance  of  so  large  a  chronicle  as  that 
of  Holinshed,  bad  not  chosen  rather  to  undertake  this 
lesser  abstract  of  it. 

In  1598  appeared  the  first  edition  in  4to,  of  that  valu-* 
abld  work  which  he  entitled  "  A  Survey  of  London."  What 
induced  him  first  to  compile  this  work,  was  a  passage  he 
met  with  in  William  Lambard's  **  Perambulation,"  in  which 
he  calls  upon  all  who  had  ability  and  opportunity,  to  do 
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the  like  service  for  the  shires  and  counties  wherein  they 
were  born  or  dwelt,  as  he  had  done  for  that  of  Kent.  Such 
an  invitation  was  not  lost  upon  a  writer  of  8tow*s  zeal  and 
disposition,  and  he  immediately  resolved  upon  the  descrip- 
tion of  the  metropolb,  the  place  both  of  his  habitation  and 
birth.  It  was  dedicated  by  him  to  the  lord  mayor,  com- 
monalty, and  citizens ;  and  at  the  end  of  it  were  the  names 
of  the  mayors  and  sheriffs,  as  far  as  1598.  He  was  sensi- 
ble something  ought  to  have  been  added  concerning  the 
political'  government  of  the  city ;  but  he  declined  touching 
upon  it,  as  he  at  Arst  intended,  because  he  was  informed 
that  Mn  James  Dalton,  a  learned  gentleman  and  citizen, 
purposed  to  treat  of  it. 

In  1603,  five  years  after  the  first,  a  second  edition  of 
this  useful  work  was  published,  with  considerable  improve- 
ments made  by  the  author,  but  of  bis  old  stores  of  ^^  many 
rare  notes  of  antiquity'*  as  he  styles  them.  Part  of  these 
related  to  the  city  government,  which  he  now  had  no  scru- 
ple to  introduce,  as  Mr.  Dalton's  death  bad  put  an  end  to 
all  expectation  from  that  gentleman^s  pen.  Stow  therefore 
endeavoured  to  supply  the  defect,  aud  would  have  done  it 
more  copiously,  had  he  not  been  interrupted  by  a  fit  of 
sickness.  The  notes  which  he  added  related  to  the  alder- 
men and  sheriffs  of  London  ;  the  names  of  the  ofiBcers  be- 
longing to  the  mayor*s  house,  and  to  the  sherifls :  of  the 
liveries  of  the  mayors  and  sheriffs,  and  various  other  par- 
ticulars which  are  very  curious  when  contrasted  with  the 
manners  and  modes  of  our  times  *.  He  must  have  very 
little  curiosity  who  is  not  amused  by  comparisons  of  this 
kind,  and  must  have  very  little  reflection,  if  he  does  not 
draw  useful  conclusions  from  observing  the  pertinacity  with 
which  every  age  supports  its  own  fashions.  These  addi* 
tions,  Stow  confessed,  were  far  short  of  what  be  desired  or 
purposed  to  do :  but  as  they  were  all  he  could  accomplish 
at  present,  he  promised  hereafter  to  augment  them,  a  pro- 
mise which  his  increasing  weakness  and  death  {Prevented 
him  from  fulfilling. 

•  *'  leoufefs/'  says  Fuller  in  his  ho-  tory,  but  that  ihe/kr  of  bis  gown  will 

noroQs  way,  '<  I  have  heard  him  of-  be  felt  therein.    Sure  I  am,  oar  moat 

ten  accused  that  he  report elh  res  in  se  elegant  historians  who  have  wrott  since 

■mmuiatf  toys  and  trifles,  being  such  a  his  time   (sir  Francis  Bacon,  master 

smell-feast,  that   he    cannot   pass  by  Camden,  &c.)  though  throwing  away 

Guildhall,  but  his  pen  must  taste  of  tbebatket,  hare  taken  the  fruit,  though 

the  good  cheer  therein.    However,  this  not  mentioning  his  name,  making  nm 

must  be  indulged  to  hrs  education  j  so  ofhis  endeavours. "—Foller'tWoitluei. 
hard  is  it  ibr  a  citizen  to  write  an  bis- 
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In  16  Id,  after  his  decease,  a  third  edition,  still  in  quarto, 
t¥as  published  by  A.  M.  or  Anthony  Munday  (See  Mcnday), 
a  citizen  also,  and  a  man  of  some  faoie.  He  had  been  the 
pope's  scholar  in  the  seminary  at  Rome;  afterward,  re- 
turning home,  and  renouncing  the  pope  and  popery,  -he 
wrote  two  books  relative  to  the  Ejiglish  priests  and  papists 
abroad.  This  editor  made  several  additions,  as  he  pre- 
tended, to  the  Survey ;  much  of  which,  he  hinted,  he  had 
formerly  from  Stow  himself,  who,  in  his  life-time,  de^ 
livered  into  his  hands  some  of  his  best  collections,  .and  im- 
portunately persuaded  him  to  correct  what  he  found  amiss, 
and  to  proceed  in  perfecting  so  worthy  a  design.  He  talks  of 
being  employed  about  twelve  years  revising  and  enlarging 
it ;  and  that  he  had  the  encouragement  df  the  court  of  alder- 
men in  the  council-chamber,  being  brought  before  them 
by  sir  Henry  Montague,  the  recorder,  afterward  lord  chief 
justice  of  the  King's-bench.  But  after  all,  the  additions 
he  made  were  chiefly  some  inscriptions  and  epitaphs  from 
the  monuments  in  the  parish  churches ;  a  continuation  of 
the  names  of  the  mayors  and  sherifls;  and  little  more,  ex- 
cept some  transcripts  out  of  Stow*s  Summary  and  Annals, 
and  here  and  there  venturing  to  correct  some  errors,  as  he 
calls  them,  in  the  original,  in  place  of  which  he  has  rather 
substituted  his  own  ;  for  Mr.  Stow  was  too  exact  and  pre- 
cise to  be  corrected  by  one  so  much  inferior  to  him  in 
literature,  and  in  antiquities,  as  Munday  appears  to  be. 

In  1633,  there  appeared  an  edition  of  it  in  folio,  by  the 
same  A.  M.  together  with  H.  D.  C.  J.  and  some  others.  It 
was  dedicated,  as  all  the  preceding  editions  had  been,  to 
the  lord-mayor,  aldermen,  and  recorder  for  the  time  being, 
with  the  citizens.  In  this  was  a  continuation  of  the  names 
of  the  mayors  and  sheriflps  to  that  year,  with  the  coats  of 
arms  of  all  the  mayors,  the  companies  of  London,  mer- 
chants and  others;  and  a  brief  imperfect  account  of  the 
incorporation  of  the  said  companies,  and  the  dates  of  their 
several  charters;  with  some  other  articles.  But  by  this 
time  the  book  began  to  abound  with  verbal  errors  and  de- 
viations from  the  author's  edition  and  sense,  which  called 
for  some  abler  and  more  judicious  hand  than  had  been 
hitherto  employed  to  correct  and  rectify. 

This  was  happily  effected  in  1720,  when  it  arrived  at  a 
fifth  impression,  under  the  care  and  management  of  John 
Strype,  M.  A.  a  citizen  by  birth  (as  all  the  fornier  editors 
were)  ^nd  the  ton  of  a  freeman  of  London.    This  edition 
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is  enlarged  into  two  voluooes  folio ;  great  numberi  of  errors 
are  corrected,  and  Stow  re«tored  to  himself;  the  r^neins 
are  inserted  every  where  iu  their  proper  places ;  the  history 
of  the  city  brought  down  to  the  period  of  publication,  and 
the  customs,  laws,  and  acts  of  common-council,  which  are 
of  such  importance  for  understanding  the  civil  polity  of  it, 
very  fully  explained.  In  1754,  the  six^h  and  last  edition 
was  published,  with  continuations  of  all  the  useful  lists, 
and  considerable  additions  of  various  matters,  and  particu-^ 
larly  of  many  plates  from  very  accurate  designs. 

Having  thus  gone  through  the  history  of  the  work,  from 
its  first  appearance  in  a  small  quarto,  to  its  enlargement 
into  two  folio  volutnes  of  near  800  pages  each,  we  shsill 
resume  our  memoirs  of  the  author.  We  have  $een,  by  the 
fruits  of  it,  bis  strong  propensity  to  the  study  of  history 
and  antiquities ;  and  have  observed  that  so  much  of  hit 
time  was  consumed  by  employments  of  this  kind,  as  was 
inconsistent  with  his  attention  to  his  trade.  Accordingly, 
what  by  this  neglect,  and  the  expence  of  purchasing  books 
and  manuscripts,  he  greatly  impaired  and  diminished  bit» 
fortune ;  and  instead  of  enjoying  that  affluence  and  ease, 
which  bis  labours  for  the  honour  of  bis  country,  and  the 
service  of  posterity,  justly  merited :  he  was  not  even  re- 
funded what  he  expended  in  the  advancement  of  them, 
but  left  in  the  decline  of  life  to  encounter  with  poverty 
and  distress. 

,  After  twenty-five  years  labour  in  this  way,  and  publish- 
ing his  large  '^  Summary,**  as  a  specimen  of  his  capacity, 
he  addressed  the  lord-mayor  and  aldermen  to  grant  him 
two  freedoms,  which  perhaps  be  received,  although  we 
find  no  record  of  the  fact  Some  years  after,  he  again 
petitioned  the  lord -mayor  and  aldermen,  stating,  "  That 
he  was  of  the  age  of  threescore  and  four,  and  that  he  bad 
for  the  space  of  almost  thirty  years  last  past,  besides  bia 
Chronicles  dedicated  to  the  earl  of  Leicester,  set  forth 
divers  ^'  Summaries*'  dedicated  to  them,  &c.  He  there- 
fore prayeth  them  to  bestow  on  him  some  yearly  pension, 
or  otherwise,  whereby  he  might  reap  somewhat  toward  his 
great  charges.**  Whether  this  application  had  any  suc- 
cess, is  not  known.  There  is  no  instance  of  his  reaping 
any  reward  from  the  city,  adequate  to  the  extraordinary 
pains  he  underwent  in  the  establishment  of  the  reputation 
of  it,  unless  his  being  promoted  to  the  office  of  its  Fet^d 
Chronickr;  a  post  of  no  great  consequence,  and  to  wbtch 
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probably  a  very  smalt  salary  was  annexed.  Whatever  it 
might  be,  it  was  so  far  from  retrieving  his  ruined  circum- 
stances, that  it  did  not  even  afford  him  the  means  of  sub- 
sistence ;  so  that  he  was  forced  to  beg  a  brief  from  king 
James  t.  to  collect  the  charitable  benevolence  of  well-dis* 
posed  people.  To  6he  liberal  feelings  of  the  present  age, 
it  must  appear  very  strange  that  such  a  man  should  have 
been  reduced  to  such  a  situation  ;  that  neither  the  opulent 
city  of  Loudon,  whose  service  and  credit  he  had  so  greatly 
advanced,  by  writing  such  an  elaborate  and  accurate  sur- 
vey of  it ;  nor  the  wealthy  company  of  Merchant  Taylors, 
of  which  he  was  a  member;  nor  the  state  itself;  should 
have  thought  it  their  duty  to  save  a  person  from  want,  to 
whom  they  were  all  so  highly  indebted.  The  licence  or 
brief  which  his  majesty  granted  him  to  beg,  was  a  libel 
\ipon  his  own  bounty ;  and  the  produce  of  it,  so  far  as  we 
know,  fixes  an  indelible  feproach  on  the  charity  of  the 
Londoners  of  that  day.  We  may  judge  of  the  sum  total 
collected  on  this  occasion  by  what  was  gathered  from  the 
parishioners  of  St.  Mary  Wolnoth,  which  amounted  to  no 
more  than  seven  shillings  and  sixpence. 

In  this  state  of  poverty,  he  died  April  5,  1605,  in  his 
eightieth  year,  and  was  buried  towards  the  upper  end  of 
the  north-isle  of  the  church  of  Sc  Andrew  Undershaft,  in 
Leadenhall-street,  where  a  monument  was  erected  by  his 
widow,  of  a  composition  resembling  alabaster,  and  alto- 
gether a  very  animated  work.  How  she  could  afford  this, 
when  her  husband  died  in  such  po«r  circumstances,  doe^ 
not  appear.  Probably  she  was  assisted  by  some  persons 
who  were  ashamed  of  their  neglect  of  our  author  in  his 
life-time.  We  are  sorry  to  add  a  very  disgraceful  circum- 
stance to  this  account,  which  was  not  known  to  the  editors 
of  the  edition  of  1754,  and  which  we  have  upon  the  au- 
thority of  Maitland.  After  noticing  this  monument,  and 
paying  a  just  compliment  to  the  deceased's  character, 
Maitland  adds,  ^^  that  neither  that,  nor  any  other  consider- 
ation was  sufficient  to  protect  his  repository  from  being 
spoiled  of  his  injured  remains  by  certain  men  in  the  year 
1732,  who  removed  his  corpse  to  make  way  for  another.'* 

For  the  character  of  Stow,  we  must  necessarily  be  in- 
debted to  his  contemporaries,  and  it  would  be  injustice 
not  to  give  it  in  their  simple  style.  His  person  and  temper 
are  thus  described  by  E^Jjjiund  Hows,  who  well  knew  him ; 
**  He  was  tall  of  statu^.      lean  of  body  and  face  ;  his  eyes 
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small  and  chiystalline ;  of  a  pleasant  and  cheerfal  coonte- 
nance ;  hU  sight  and  memory  very  good,  and  be  retained 
the  use  of  all  his  senses  unto  the  day  of  bis  death.  He  bad 
an  excellent  memory  ;  was  very  sober,  mild,  and  courteous 
to  any  that  required  his  instructions.  He  always  protested 
ne\^r  to  have  written  any  thing  either  for  envy,  fear,  or 
favour,  nor  to  seek  his  own  private  gain  or  vain  glory,  and 
that  his  only  pains  and  care  was,  to  write  truth.** 

But  in  order  to  form  a  judgment  of  him,  it  is  necessary 
to  consider  the  disposition  of  his  mind,  as  w^U  as  his  visi* 
ble  works  and  actions.  The  first  thing  that  naturally  oc- 
curs to  our  view  is,  that  be  was  an  earnest  student  and 
luvcr  of  the  antiquities  of  his  own  country,  and  this  to  such 
a  degree  as  to  sacrifice  the  trade  to  which  he  was  brought 
up.  He  was  an  unwearied  reader  of  all  English  history, 
whether  printed  or  in  manuscript ;  and  a  searcher  into  re- 
cords, registers,  journals,  charters,  &c.  Nor  was  he  con- 
tent with  barely  perusing  these  things,  but  desirous  also 
of  possessing  himself  of  them,  as  of  a  great  treasure.  By 
the  time  he  was  forty  years  of  age,  he  had  furnished  a  con- 
siderable library  of  such,,  as  appears  from  the  report  of  Mr. 
Watt^  archdeacon  of  London,  who  was  sent  to  search  it, 
viz.  ^  That  he  had  a  great  collection  of  old  books  and  MSS. 
of  all  sorts,  but  especially  relating  to  chronicles  and  history^ 
both  in  parchme^nt  and  paper,  &c?  And  his  library  con- 
tained not  only  ancient  authors,  but  original  charters,  re- 
gisters, and  chronicles  of  particular  places,  which  he  had 
the  greater  opportunity  of  procuring,  as  he  lived  shortly 
after  the  dissolution  of  the  monasteries,  when  such  thiugs 
were  dispersed  and  scattered  abroad  among  various  hands. 

It  was  his  custom  to  transcribe  all  such  old  and  useful 
books,  as  he  could  not  obtain  or  buy,  and  were  of  service 
to  liis  purpose.  Thus,  as  we  are  assured  by  Ralph  Brooks- 
mouch,  he  copied  Lelamd's  six  volumes  of  collections  for 
his  own  use,  which  he  sold  afterward  to  the  celebrated 
Camden,,  who  gave  him  fi»r  them  an  annuity  of  8/.  during 
his  life.  As  he  was  thus  well  provided  with  books,  he  ac- 
quired a  critical  and  nice  taste  in  judging  of  them,  and 
was  enabled  to  detect  many  frauds  and  vulgar  errors  in  our 
history,  which  had  long  passed  unquestioned.  One  whim- 
sical instance  we  shajl  mention  from  Strype.  Grafton  re- 
lates in  his  chronicle,  that  in  1502,  one  Bartholomew 
Read,  a  goldsmith  and  mayor,  entertained  in  Goldsmiths*- 
hall  more  than  a  hundred  persons  of  great  estate ;  messes 
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^nd  dishes  served  in  a  vast  number ;  nay^  that  there  was  a 
park  paled  in  the  saine  hall,  furnished  with  fruitful  trees 
and  beasts  of  venery  (hunting)  and  other  like  ciroum- 
stances.  .  Stow  had  litttle  difficulty  in  refuting  this  story, 
by  measuring  the  hall,  and  it  would  appear  to  require  very 
little  ability  to  refute  it,  yet  in  these  days  of  credulity  it 
long  passed  current. 

By  his  skill,  also,  in  antiquity,  he  was  enabled  to  settle 
the  true  bounds  and  limits  of  many  contested  properties, 
and  to  throw  gceat  light  upon  some  obsolete  authors,  toward 
the  useful  editions  of  which  he  contributed  largely.  We 
are  likewise  indebted  to  him  for  some  of  the  additions  and 
enlargements  of  our  most  ancient  poet,  Chauoer;  whose 
^orks  were  first  collected  and  published  by  Caxton ;  and 
again  published  with  additions  by  William  Thinne,  esq. 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  after  which  they  were  "  cor- 
rected and  twice  increased  (to  use  his  own  words)  through 
Mr.  Stow^s  painful  labours  in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth, 
to  wit,  in  the  year  1561 ;  and  again  beautified  with  notes  by 
him  collected  out  of  divers  records  and  monuments :  which 
he  delivered  to  his  loving  friend  Thomas  Speight.^' 

He  was  a  true  antiquary,  one  who  was  not  satisfied  with 
reports,  nor  yet  with  the  credit  of  what  he  found  in  print, 
but  always  had  recourse  to  originals.  He  made  use  of  his 
own  legs  (for  he  could  never  ride),  travelling  on  foot  to 
many  cathedral  churches,  and  other  places,  where  ancient 
records  and  charters  were,  to  read  them,  and  made  large 
transcripts  into  his  collections.  There  is  a  volume  of  these 
notes,  which  first  came  into  the  possession  of  sir  Simonds 
D^Ewes,  and  was  afterward  procured  by  the  first  earl  of 
Oxford.     It  is  now  part  of  the  Harleian  collection. 

Much  has  been  said  of  his  religion.  He  was  first,  in  all 
probability,  a  favourer  of  popery :  this  appears  from  the 
jealousy  the  state  had  of  him  in  1568,  which  occasioned  an 
order  of  council  to  Grindal,  bishop  of  London,  to  have  his 
library  searched  for  superstitious  books ;  of  which  sort  se- 
veral were  found  there.  And  it  is  very  likely  that  his  no- 
torious bias  this  way,  might  be  the  ground  of  the  troubles 
be  underwent  either  in  the  ecclesiastical  commission  court, 
or  star-chamber ;  for  it  is  certain  that  about  1570,  he  was 
accused  before  the  ecclesiastical  commissioners  of  no  less 
than  a  hundred  and  forty  articles,  preferred  against  him  by 
cue  that  bad  been  his  servant.  This  miscreant  had  before 
deirauded  him  of  his  goods,  and  now  sought  to  deprive 
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bim  of  his  life  also.  A  far  less  number  would  have  been 
tofficient  to  despatch  a  man  out  of  the  world  in  those  mis- 
trustful times,  but  the  witnesses  against  him  were  of  such 
exceptionabie  characters,  that  his  judges  were  too  upright 
to  condemn  him  upon  their  testimony.  Some  of  them  had 
been  detected  of  perjury^  and  others  burnt  in  the  hand  for 
felony.  The  perfidious  servant,  who  was  at  the  head  of 
them  as  the  informer,  was  ho  other  than  his  younger  bro- 
ther Thomas,  a  man  of  great  profligacy,  as  was  evident 
both  by  this  unprincipled  prosecution  of  his  nearest  rela- 
tion, and  by  his  subsequent  behaviour  to  him.  For  instead 
of  manifesting  any  shame  or  repentance  for  his  crime,  he 
swore  that  he  never  committed  it,  and  persisted  in  defam- 
ing his  reputation,  and  threatening  his  life. 

Whether  Mr.  Stow  was  a  hearty  protestant  is  rather  du- 
bious; there  is  one  expression  of  his  somewhere  in  the 
reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  which  is  an  indication  of  the  af- 
firmative, viz.  ^^  That  doctrine  is  more  pure  now  than  it 
was  in  the  monkish  world  .^'  But  it  is  not  certain  whether 
be  wrote  this  in  earnest  or  ironically,  nor  is  it  matter  of 
much  consequence.  Although  he  was  not  able  to  surmount 
the  religious  prejudices^ of  his  time,  his  moral  practice  was 
unblamable.  He  hated  vice,  in  all  orders,  and  exposed  it. 
no  less  in  the  clergy  than  in  laymen.  He  abhorred  injus- 
tice, and  spared  not  to  rebuke  all  who  were  guilty  of  it. 
He  was  a  lover  of  hospitality,  and  a  great  friend  to  public 
benefactions,  while  he  had  any  thing  to  bestow.  He  was 
of  an  honest  and  generous  disposition,  and  unspotted  in 
his  life.' 

STRABO,  a  celebrated  Greek  geographer,  philosopher, 
and  historian,  was  born  at  Amasia,  and  was  descended 
from  a  family  settled  at  Gnossus  in  Crete.  He  was  the  dis- 
ciple of  Xenarchus,  a  Peripatetic  philosopber,  was  well  read 
in  the  history  and  tenets  of  the  Grecian  sects,  but  at  length 
attached  himself  to  the  Stoics,  and  followed  their  dogmas. 
He  contracted  a  strict  friendship  with  Cornelius  Gallus, 
governor  of  Egypt ;  and  travelled  into  several  countries, 
to  observe  the  situation  of  places,  and  the  customs  of 
nations. 

Strabo  flourished  under  Augustus ;  and  died  under  Ti- 
berius, about  the  year  25,  in  a  very  advanced  age.     He 

>  Life  by  Strype  prefixed  to  Uie  Loodoo  edktoo  «f  1754. — Biof.  Brit.<— 
Puller'!  Worthief.— Gougb'i  Topo|(rapby.— Slrype>t  Griodal,  p.  ISi^-'-Strype't 
Wbitgift,  p.  549. 
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oomposed  stveral  works ;  all  of  which  are  lott^  excfi^pt  bia 
**  Geography/*  in  serenteen  books,  which  are  justly 
etteemed  rerjr  precious  remains  of  antiquitjr.  The  first 
two  books  are  employed  in  showing,  that  the  study  of 
gfcography  is  not  only  worthy  of  a  philosopher,  but  eveu. 
necessary  to  him ;  the  third  describes  Spain ;  the  fourth^ 
Gaul  and  the  Briunnic  isles;  the  fifth  and  sixth,  Italy  and 
the  adjacent  isles ;  the  seventh,  which  is  imperfect  at  the 
end,  Germany,  the  countries  of  the  Getse  and  illyrii,  Tau«* 
rica,  Chersonesus,  and  Epirus;  the  eighth,  ninth,  and 
tendb,  Greece  with  the  neighbouring  isles ;  the  four  foU 
IdWing,  Asia  within  Mount  Taurus ;  the  fifteenth  and  six- 
teenth, Asia  without  Taurus,  India,  Persii,  Syria,  Arabia; 
and  the  seventeenth,  Egypt,  Ethiopia,  Carthage,  and  other 
parts  of  Africa. 

Strabo's  work  was  published  with  a  Latin  version  by 
Xy lander,  arid  notes  by  Isaac  Casaubon,  at  Paris,  1620,  in 
folio;  and  a»in  at  Amsterdam  in  1707,  in  two  volnmea 
folio,  by  the  learnecl  Theodore  Janson  of  Almelooveen,  with 
the  entire  notes  of  Xylander,  Casaubon,  Meursius,  Clu^ 
ver,  Holsten,  Salmasius,  Bochart,  Ez.  Spanheim,  Cellar^ 
and  others.  To  this  edition  is  subjoined  the  **  Chrestoma^ 
thiss;'*  or  Epitome  of  Strabo;  which,  according  to  Mr. 
Dodwell,  who  has  written  a  very  elaborate  and  leame«l 
disserution  about  it,  was  made  by  some  unknown  person^ 
between  the  years  of  Christ  676  and  996.  It  has  been  found 
of  some  use,  not  only  in  helping  to  correct  the  original^ 
but  in  supplying  in  some  measure  the  defect  in  the  seventh 
book.  Mr.  DodwelPs  dissertation  is  prefixed  to  this  edi* 
tion.  The  last  and  most  valuable  edition  of  Strabo,  is  that 
by  Falconer,  (See  Falconer.)  splendidly  printed  at  Oz«^ 
ford  in  two  volumes  folio.  ^ 

8TRACK  (Charles),  a  very  skilful  German  physician 
imd  writer,  was  bom  at  Mentz,  Feb.  14,  1722,  and  edu^ 
cated  in  his  native  city.  He  then  having  chosen  physic  at 
a  profession,  came  to  Paris,  and  after  employing  six  years 
in  medical  studies,  took  his  degree  of  doctor  at  Erfurth,  ia 
September  1747.  Returning  to  Mentz,  be  practised  with 
great  reputation,  and  in  1754  was  appointed  professor  of 
surgery,  in  I76S  professor  of  physiology  and  patbolc»gy, 
and  in  1782  professor  of  cbemisiry.  About  this  time,  wheu 
the  university  of  Af entz  had  sufficient  funds  for  the  putf^ 

*  Votf iat.  Hist.  Qw^^— P»W^  **»^  Gr»c^— Ssaii  Oaoflamrt* 
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|M)8e,  Strmck  was  appointed  to  reooTate  the  medical  de-n 
partmenty  in  performing  which  he  acquitted  himself  v^itir 
such  credit  as  to  be  honoured  with  the  title  of  counsellor  of 
the  electorate  court  His  writings  likewise  were  so  muck 
admired  by  the  faculty  throughout  Europe,  that  be  waa 
chosen  a  member  of  the  learned  societies  of  Paris,  Madrid, 
Erfnrthi  and  Giessen,  and  carried  off  several  prjaea,  the 
rewards  of  the  treatises  he  communicated.  He  died  Oct. 
}$,  1806,  in  the  eighty  ^fourth  year  of  his  age.  His  prin- 
cipal writings  are,  \.  ^*  De  dysenteria  tentamen  medicum,"' 
1760.  3.  "  De  colica  pictonum,*'  1772.  3.  "  De  tussi 
touTulsiva  infantum,''  1777.  4.  *^  De  crusta  lactea  infao* 
ttim,''  aad«  other  treatises  oo  the  diseases  of  children  and 
Ijring-in  women,  to  both  which  he  appears  to  hare  devoted 
much  of  bis  attention.  5.  <<  Observationes  medicinales  de 
febribus  intermittentibus,*'  1785.  6.  ^<  Nova  tbecrria  pleu- 
vitidis,'*  1786.  7.  *^  De  diversa  febris  continue  remitteutis 
causa,"  1789.  8.  **  De  ratione  novandi,  et  purum  red- 
deudi  a^rem  intra  nosocomia  carceresque,"  1770.  d. 
<<  De  custodia  sgrorum,'*  1779.  10.  **  De  fraudibus  con- 
ductorum  nutricum,*'  1779.  11.  ^'Oratioqua  matres  bor- 
iatur  ut  proles  suas  ipsa;  lactent,''  1801. ' 

STRADA  (Famunos),  an  ingenious  and  learned  Jesuit, 
was  born  at  Rome  in  1572,  and  entered  the  society  of 
Jesuits  in  1591.  His  ordinary  residence  was  in  the  Roman 
college,  where  he  taught  rhetoric,  and  it  was  while  thus  em^ 
ployed  that  he  drew  up  for  the  use  of  his  scholars  his  *<  Pro- 
lusiones  Academics^,''  on  different  subjects  of  classical 
literature,  a  work  elegantly  written,  and  containing  many 
ingenious  remarks  and  just  precepts.  That  prolusion  in 
which  he  imitates  the  manner  of  some  of  the  most  eminent 
Latin  poets,  has  been  celebrated  by  Addison  in  Nos.  115, 
1 19,  and  122  of  the  *^  Guardian,*'  as  <<  one  of  the  most  en- 
tertaining, as  yfeW  as  the  most  just  pieces  of  criticism''  that 
he  ever  read.  The  "  Prolusiones"  were  published  at  Co- 
logne, 1617,  8vo,  and  reprinted  at  Oxford  in  1631,  but 
there  are  other  editions.  Strada  died  in  the  Roman  col- 
lege in  1649,  in  the  seventieth  year  of  his  age. 

Although  his  ^  Prolusiones"  is  by  far  his  best  work,  he  is 
yet  perhaps  better  known  as  a  historian.  His  ^^  Historia 
de  Bello  Belgico"  was  published  at  Rome  in  two  paru 
er  decides,  1640—1647,  2  vob.  fol.    It  is  written  in  what 

1  IMct  Hist 
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^me  have  termed  elegant  Latin,  and  which  character,  in  a 
certain  degree,  it  deserves  ;  but  the  style  is  florid  and  dif* 
fuse,  and  too  obviously  an  affected  imitation  of  that  of 
Livy.  His  partiality  to  the  Spanish  cause  is  another  ob- 
jection, of  which  his  readers  must  be  warned.  This  bid« 
tory  appeared  at  the  same  time  witli  that  of  Bentivoglio, 
who  says  that  Strada's  work  is  fitter  for  a  college  than  a 
court,  and  that  he  did  not  understand  war  and  politics.  It 
was  also  attacked  by  Scioppius  in  a  very  rude  manner,  in  a 
book  entitled  **  Infamia  Famiani.**  ^ 

'  STRADA,  orSTRADANUS  (John),  a  Flemish  painter, 
born  at  Bruges  in  1536,  was  famous  in  several  branches  of 
his  art.  He  painted  history,  battles,  chaces,  and  anioials,* 
all  with  great  success.  His  family  was  illustrious,  but  his 
inclinations  led  him  to  the  study  of  painting ;  and  to  com- 
plete bis  knowledge  of  the  art  he  went  to  Italy.  The  ex- 
quisite remains  of  antiquity,  with  the  works  of  Raphael, 
and  other  great  painters,  were  the  models  which  enabled 
him  to  attain  considerable  eminence  in  his  profession. 
Florence  was  the  place  where  he  chose  to  fix  his  residence, 
though  invited  to  several  others;  and  there  the  best  of  bis 
works  remain.  He  died  there  in  1604,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
eight  His  taste  is  esteemed  good,  though  not  entirely 
divested  of  the  Flemish  style,  after  all  his  diligent  study 
in  Italy.  •  The  tone  of  his  colouring,  however,  is  pleasing, 
and  his  works  maintain  an  honourable  place  with  those  of 
Salviati,  Volterra,  and  others.* 

STRAHAN  (WiLLMM),  an  eminent  printer,  and  many 
years  printer  to  his  majesty,  was  born  at  Edinburgh  in 
1715.  His  father,  who,  had  a  small  appointment  in  the 
customs,  gave  his  son  the  education  which  every  boy  of 
decent  rank  then  received  in  a  country  where  the  avenues 
to' learning  were  easy,  and  open  to  men  of  the  most  mo- 
derate  circumstances.  After  having  passed  through  the 
tuition  of  a  grammar-school,  he  was  put  apprentice  to  « 
printer;  and,  when  a  very  young  man,  went  to  follow  his 
trade  in  London.  Sober,  diligent,  and  attentive,  while 
his  emoluments  were  for  some  time  very  scanty,  he  con- 
trived.to  live  rather  within  than  beyond  his  income ;  and 
Utough  he*  married  early,  and  without  such  a  provision  as 
prudence  might  have  looked  for  in  the  establishment  of  a 

>  Tiraboichi.— Landi  Hitt.  Lit  d'lulir.— Diet.  Hitt. 
•  PilkinctOD.— ArgenTillty  vol.  HI. 
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fiunilyi  he  continaed  to  tbme,  and  to  better  bia  dream*' 
stauces.  HU  abilities  in  his  profession,  accompanied  with 
perfect  integrity,  and  unabating  diligence,  enabled  bim^ 
after  tbe  first  difficulties  were  overcome,  to  proceed  with 
rapid  success.  He  was  one  of  the  most  flourishing  men  in 
the  trade,  when,  in  1770,  he  purchased  a  share  of  the 
patent  for  king's  printer,  of  Mr.  Eyre,  with  whom  be  main* 
taiued  the  most  cordial  intimacy  during  all  the  rest  of  his 
life.  Besides  the  emoluments  arising  from  this  appoint** 
ment,  as  well  as  from  a  very  extensive  private  business,  he 
was  eminently  successful  in  the  purchase  of  the  copy-rights 
of  some  of  the  most  celebrated  authors  of  tbe  time.  In 
this  his  Uberality  kept  equal  pace  with  bis  prndenoe,  and  in 
aome  cases  went  perhaps  rather  beyond  it.  Never  bad  such 
rewards  been  given  to  the  labours  of  titerary  men,  as  were 
now  received  from  him  and  his  associates  (See  Cadell)  ia 
those  purchases  of  copy*rights  from  authors. 

Having  now  attained  the  first  great  object  of  business^ 
wealth,  Mr.  Strabao  looked  with  a  very  allowable  ambition 
en  the  stations  6f  political  rank  and  eminence.     Politica 
had  long  occupied  his  active  mind,  which  be^  had  for  many 
years  pursued  as  his  &vourite  amusement,  by  correaponcU 
ing  on  that  subject  with  some  of  the  first  characters  of  the 
age.    His  queries  to  Dr.  Franklin  in  tbe  year  1769,  respect* 
ing  the  discontents  of  the  Americans,  published  in  the  Lon- 
don Chronicle  of  July  28,  1778^  shew  the  just  conception, 
be  entertained  of  the  important  consequences  of  that  dis«i 
pate,  and  bis  anxiety  as  a  good  subject  to  investigate,  at 
that  early  period,  the  proper  means  by  which  their  griev- 
ances might  be  removed,  and  a  permanent  harmony  restored 
between  tbe  two  countries.     In  1775  he  was  elected  » 
member  of  parliament  for  the  borough  of  Malmsbury,  ia 
Wiltshire,  with  a  very  illustrious  colleague,  tbe  bon.  Charlcg 
James  Fox ;  and  in  the  succeeding  parliament,  for  Wotton 
Basaett,  in  the  same  county.  In  this  station,  applying  hisisetf 
with  that  industry  which  was  natural  to  him,  be  attended 
the  House  with  a  scrupulous  punctuality,  and  was  a  useful 
member.     His  talents  for  business  acquired  tbe  considem* 
cion  to  which  they  were  entitled,  and  were  not  unnoticed 
by  the  minister.     In  his  political  connexions  he  was  con-* 
stant  to  the  friends  to  whom  he  had  been  first  attached.  '  H^ 
was  a  steady  supporter  of  that  party  wlv>  were  turned  out 
of  administration  in  the  spring  of  1784,  and  lost  bia  seat 
in  the  House  q(  Comn^ons  by  tbe  dissolution  of  parliament 
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iMth  which  that  change  was  followed  :  a  situation  which  he 
did  not  shew  any  desire  to  resume  on  the  return  of  th« 
new  parliament.  One  motive  for  bis  not  wishing  a  seat  in 
the  next  parliament,  was  a  sense  of  some  decline  in  bit 
health,  which  bad  rather  suffered  from  the  long  sittings 
and  late  hours  with  which  the  political  warfare  in  the  last 
had  been  attended.  Though  without  any  fixed  disease, 
his  strength  was  visibly  declining:  and  though  his  spirits 
survived  his  strength,  yet  the  vigour  and  activity  of  his 
mind  were  considerably  impaired.  Both  continued  gradu- 
ally to  decline  till  his  death,  which  happened  on  July  l^th^ 
1785,  in  the  seventy-first  year  of  his  age. 

Endued  with  much  natural  sagacity,  and  an  attentive 
observation  of  life,  he  owed  his  rise  to  that  station  of  opu* 
lence  and  respect  which  he  attained,  rather  to  his  own 
talents  and  exertion,  than  to  any  concurrence  of  favours-^ 
ble  circumstances.  His  mind,  though  not  deeply  tinctured 
with  learning,  was  not  uninformed  by  letters.  From  a 
habit  of  attention  to  style,  he  had  acquired  a  considerable 
portion  of  critical  acuteness  in  the  discernment  of  its  beau- 
ties and  defects.  In  the  epistolary  branch  of  writing,  he 
not  only  shewed  a  precision  and  clearness  of  business,  but 
possessed  a  neatness,  as  well  as  fluency  of  expression, 
which  few  letter-writers  have  surpassed.  Letter-writing 
was  one  of  his  favourite  amusements;  and  among  his  cor- 
respondents were  men  of  such  eminence  and  talents  as  well 
repaid  his  endeavours  to  entertain  them.  To  Dr.  Franklin, 
already  mentioned,  may  be  added  the  names  of  most  of  the 
great  authors  who  had  adorned  the  republic  of  letters  for  al- 
most forty  years  before  Mr.  Strahan's  death ;  and  many  speci- 
mens of  his  letters  have  been  given  in  their  posthumous 
w6rks,  or  lives*  We  may  add,  among  his  anonymous 
essays,  a  paper  in  **  The  Mirror,"  No.  94, 

His  ample  property  Mr.  Strahan  bestowed  with  the  ut- 
most good  sense  and  propriety.  After  providing  munifi- 
cently for  his  widow  and  children,  his  principal  study 
fteems  to  have  been  to  mitigate  the  affliction  of  those  who 
were  more  immediately  dependant  on  his  bounty ;  and  to 
aot  a  few  who  were  under  this  description,  and  would 
otherwise  have  severely  felt  bis  loss,  he  gave  liberal  annui* 
ties  for  dieir  lives ;  and^  among  other  instances  of  benevo- 
lence, bequeathed  iqOOI.  to  the  company  of  Stationers 
(of  which  he  had  b^^  matter  in  1774)  for  charitable  pur- 
poses, ■ 
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Of  his  family,  there  remain  now,  only,  his  second  son^ 
the  rev.  Georoe  Strahan,  D.  D.  prebendary  of  Rochester, 
rector  of  Cranham  in  Essex,  and  vicar  of  St.  Mary^s  Isling-* 
.ton;  and  Andrew  Strahan,  his  third  son,  M.  P.  for  Gather-^ 
logh,  one  of  the  joint  patentees  as  printer  to  his  majesty; 
and  law  printer;  a  gentleman  who  has  inherited  bis  father's 
spirit  as  well  as  property,  and  has  fpr  many  years  been  at 
the  head  of  his  profession. ' 

STRANGE  (Sir  John),  an  able  lawyer,  was  born  in 
London  in  1696,  according  to  the  English  inscription  in 
Ley  ton  church,  where  he  was  buried;  but  the  Latin  one 
says  that  he  was  only  forty-nine  years  old  at  his  death  ip 
1754,  and  consequently  must  have  been  born  in  1705. 
.We  are  rather  inclined  to  think  the  first  date  the  correct 
one.  Having  chosen  the  law  as  a  profession,  he  arrived,  by 
great  natural  abilities,  and  unwearied  application,  at  such 
eminence,  that,  in  1735,  he  was  appointed  one  of  his  ma- 
jesty's counsel  learned  in  the  law ;  and  in  the  following 
year,  solicitor-general.  While  in  this  office,,  he  was  so 
highly  esteemed  by  the  citizens  of  London,  that,  in  1739, 
they  chose  him  their  recorder.  In  1742  he  resigned  these 
offices,  and  his  majesty,  as  a  peculiar  mar^  of  his  regard, 
honoured  bioi  with  a  patent,  to  taKe  place  for  life  next  to 
the  attorney-general;  and  on  Jan.  11,  1749,  advanced  him 
to  the  office  of  master  of  the  Rolls ;  the  revenue  of  which, 
soon  after  his  promotion,^  received  from  parliament,  un* 
sought  by  him,  a  very  considerable  and  honourable  aug- 
mentaiion.  He  died  M;iy  18,  1754,  leaving  behind  him 
the  character  of  an  able  and  upright  lawyer,  and  a  man  of 
great  personal  virtues  in  private  life. 

The  '^Reports"  of. sir  John  Strange,  "of  Cases  ad- 
judged in  the  courts  of  Chancery,  King's-bencb,  .Com- 
mon-pleas, and  Exchequer,  from  Trinity  Term  2  Geo.  L 
to  Trinity  Term  21  Geo.  IL"  were  first  published  by  his 
son  John  Strange,  esq.  1755,  2  vols.  foL;  again  in  1782, 
2  vols.  8vo ;  and  thirdly,  with  notes  and  additional  refer« 
ences  to  contemporary  reporters  and  later  cases,  1795,  .9 
vols.  8vo,  by  Michael  Nolan,  esq.  of  Lincoln*s*Inn. 

Sir  John  Strange  married  Susan,  eldest  daughter,  and 
coheir  of  Edward  Strong  of  Greenwich,  in  the  county  of 
Kent,  esq.  She  died  in  1747,  and  was  buried  in  the  sam.^ 
yault  with  her  husband  in  Leyton  church-yard. 

1  Lounger,  No.  99.— Kicbols'i  Bowyer.— Boswell*!  Life  of  Jobntonu 
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Two  toD9  survived  him,  of  whom  Matthew,  the  eldest^ 
died  Id  1759,  and  John,  who  died  March  19,  1799,  aged 

.  sixty-seven. .  He  was  educated  at  Glare  ball,  Cambridge^ 
and  was  British  resident  at  Venice  for  some  years,  and 
in  his  own  country  LL.  D.  F.  R.  S.  and  F.  8.  A.  He  was 
also  a  member  of  the  academies  of  Bologua,  Florencet  and 
Montpelier,  and  the  Leopoldine  academy  of  the  Curiosorum 
Naturae.  He  was  a  very  able  antiquary  and  naturalist,  and 
contributed  various  papers  both  to  the  Archseologia,  and 
to  the  Philosophical  Transactions.  He  accumulated  an 
excelleiu  library,  a  very  extensive  museum,  and  a  6ae 
collection  of  pictiires,  all  which  were  sold  after  his  death, 
as  directed  by  his  will.'   .. 

STRANQE  (Sir  Robert),  an  English  engraver  of  tb« 
4rst  eminence,  was  born  in  the  Island  of  Pomona  in  Ork« 
ney,  July  14,  1721.  He  was  lineally  descended  from  sir 
David  Strange,  or  Strang,  a  younger  son  of  the  family 
^f  Stranges,  or  Strangs,  of  Balcasky  in  the  county  of 
Fife,  who  settled  in  Orkney  at  the  time  of  the  Reformation. 
He  received  his  classical  education  at  Kirkwall  in  Orkney^ 
under  the  care  of  a  learned,  worthy,  and  much-respected 
gentleman,  Mr.  Murdoch  M^Kenzie,  who  rendered  great 
service  to  his  country  by  the  accurate  surveys  and  charts 
be  gave  of  the  island  of  Orkney,  and  of  the  British  and 
Irish  coasts. 

Mr.  Strange  was  originally  intended  for  the  law^  but 
that  profession  ill  according  with  his  peculiar  turn  of  mind, 
he  quitted  it  in  a  short  time,  and  while  yet  uncertain  whi* 
Iher  bis  genius  really  pointed,  went  aboard  a  man  of  war 
bound  for  the  Mediterranean.  From  this  voyage  he  ret 
turned  so  much  disgusted  with  a  sea*life,  that  he  again 
betook  himself  to  pursuits  of  law,  and  might  have  cooti<i> 
nued  to  prosecute  them  through  life^  and  his  Uleots  as  an 
artist  been  for  ever  lost  to  the  world,  if  his  brother  had  not 

.  accidentally  discovered  in  his  bureau  a  variety  of  drawings 
and  unQnished  sketches,  with  which  he  appears  to  have 
amused  those  hours  that  his  friends  supposed  devoted  to 
severer  labours.  These  Brst  essays  of  genius  struggling  to 
display  its  peculiar  powers,  were  shewn  to  the  late  Mr* 

V  Richard  Cooper,  at  Edinburgh,  the  only  person  there  who^ 
at  that  time,  had  taste  in  such  performances ;  they  were 
by  him  very  highly  sipprored^  and  he  immediately,  pro* 

1  Lytooi't  EoTiroot,  ?o)  |«r.^Bridsiiua*i  I«n«^\  'EVbVio(T8pby.«»KicUb*t 
Bowyer.  '**' 
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poMd  thst  the  young  nan  thovld  be  regidsrly  plated 
ttnder  his  tuition.  This  measure^  coinoiding  perfectij  witk 
hit  own  inclinationSi  was  accordingly  adopted.  The  npkl 
progress  which  he  made  under  this  masterV  instmctkNUi 
soon  satisfied  bis  friends  that  in  making  the  arts  his  ttadjf 
and  profession,  he  had  yielded  at  list  to  the  bent  of  natsr^ 
and  was  following  the  course  which  genius  prompted  hidk 
to  pursue. 

While  he  was  thus  assiduously  eneaged  in  Iqring  tli# 
foundation  of  his  future  fame,  a  fatal  interruption  to  th# 
Arts  of  peace  took  place  in  Scotland,  by  the  arrival  of  th# 
young  chevalier;  and  Strange,  urged  by  many  motives^ 
and  particularly  by  the  desire  of  gaining  a  band  which 
Has  already  become  necessary  to  his  happiness,  jmned  the 
rebel  army.  He  continued  to  ^t  with  it  as  one  of  the 
troops  styled  the  Life-Guards,  a  post  of  danger  aa  well  as 
honour,  till  the  toul  defeat  of  the  Pretender's  few  remain^ 
ing  troops  on  the  field  of  Culloden,  obliged  him  and  all 
those  who  escaped  the  issue  of  the  day,  to  fly  fcH*  shelter 
to  the  Highland  hills.  There  young  Strange,  among  tba 
rest,  continued  concealed  for  many  months,  enduring  ^rd^ 
yibips,  the  detail  of  which  would  seem  to  make  dear  thft 
purchase  even  of  life  itself.  Before  the  period  of  this  over^ 
throw,  and  soon  after  the  battle  of  Falkirk,  he  so  narrowly 
escaped  the  severest  fate  of  war,  that  the  accident  deservei 
to  be  recorded.  Having  received  command  to  execute 
some  military  order,  in  the  absence  of  an  aid-de-camp,  he 
was  riding  for  that  purpose  along  the  shore,  when  the 
sfford  which  he  carried  was  bent  in  his  hand  by  a  baU 
firom  one  of  the  king's  vessels  stationed  off  the  coast. 

When  the  vigilance  of  pursuit  was  somewhat  abated^ 
Strange  left  the  Highlands,  and  returned  to  Edinburgh, 
where,  for  the  first  time,  he  began  to  turn  his  talents  to 
account,  and  contrived  to  mliintain  himself,  in  conceal^ 
ment,  by  the  sale  of  small  drawings  of  the  rival  leaders  ia 
the  rebellion,  many  of  which  must  still  be  exunt  They 
were  purchased,  at  the  tim^,  in  great  numbers,  at  a  guinea 
each.  A  fan  also,  the  primary  destination  of  which  nvm 
it  in  his  eyes  an  additional  value,  and  where  he  had,  on 
that  account,  bestowed  more  than  usual  paint,  was  sold  at 
this  period,  with  a  sad  heart,  *<  non  hos  quscsitum  munus 
Ml  usus,''  to  the  earl  of  Wemyss;  who  was  too  sensible  i)( 
its  value  to  suffer  it  to  be  re-purchased,  when  that  was  pro- 
|>68ed  a  shch-t  time  afterwards. 
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ii'ired  of  m  life  of  alarm  and  privaey,  Mr.  Strange,  at 
length,  after  much  difficulty,  procured  a  safe  conduct  to 
London,  intending  to  embark  for  France;  but  not  till  be 
bud  received  the  reward  peculiarly  due  to  the  brave ;  and 
made  that  hand  bis  own,  for  the  sake  of  which  he  had 
risked  his  life  in  the  field.  The  name  of  the  lady  to 
srbom  he  was  thus  united  in  1747,  and  in  whose  steady  af« 
fection,  through  the  whole  of  a  long  life,  all  those  dangers 
were  fbrgotten,  was  Isabella  Lumisden,  the  daughter  of 
an  ancient  and  respectable  family,  and  sister  to  a  gentle*^ 
man  well  known  in  the  literary  world  for  his  instructive 
work  on  the  antiquities  of  Rome. 

•  Having  safely  reached  London,  Mr.  Strange  completed 
his  intention  of  visiting  France ;  and  after  remaining  a 
considerable  time  at  Rouen,  respected  and  beloved  by  all 
the  companions  in  exile  whom  he  found  there,  and  ob^ 
taining  an  honorary  prize  given  by  the  academy  of  that 
place,  where  his  competitors  were  very  numerous,  pro- 
ceeded to  Paris,  and  prosecuted  his  studies  with  infinite 
assiduity,  chiefly  under  the  direction  of  the  celebrated  Le 
Bas.  It  was  from  this  master  that  he  had  the  first  hint  of 
the  use  of  the  instrument  commonly  called  the  dry  needle^ 
which  he  afterwards  greatly  improved  by  his  own  genius^ 
•nd  by  which  he  added  such  superior  beauties  to  his  en^ 
gravings. 

In  the  year  1751,  he  finally  removed  his  family  to  Lon- 
don; and  at  this  period,  when  historical  engraving  had 
made  but  little  progress  in  Britain,  he  began  to  devote 
himself  to  this  higher  and  more  difficult  species  of  his 
art;  of  which,  therefore,  in  this  country,  he  is  justly  en<* 
litled  to  be  considered  as  the  father.  It  was  about  this 
time  that  by  refusing  to  engrave  a  portrait  of  bis  present 
majesty,  he  incurred  the  strong  displeasure  of  lord  Bute; 
whose  conduct  towards  him  is  detailed,  with  many  other 
interesting  circumstances,  in  a  letter  to  that  nobleman^ 
which  Mr.  Strange  published  in  1775.  It  is  not  easy» 
or  perhaps  possible,  in  this  country,  for  power  to  de- 
press merit;  and  so  it  proved  in  the  case  of  this  artist,  who 
rose  in  spite  of  all  opposition.  With  respect  to  the  paint-^ 
ing  which  he  thus  refused  to  engrave,  it  is  said  that  a  per- 
sonage, apparently  more  concerned  in  the  question  than 
lord  Bute,  has  since  commended  the  spirit  of  the  artist, 
vrho  scorned  to  pernp^pate  so  wretched  a  performance. 

lo  1760  >Ir.  ^AK^a  ^^  ^"^  ^  '^^y*  which,  at  the  tea* 
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of  the  fine  arts,  be  had  long  been  anxioQS  to  rait.    The 
drawings  made  by  him  in  the  course  of  this  tour,  several  of 
which  be  afterwards  engraved,  are  now  in  the  possession  of 
lord  Dundas.   Every  where  throughout  Italy  singular  marks 
of  attention  and  respect  accompanied  him,  not  only  from 
illustrious  personages,  but  from  the  principal  academies  of 
the  fine  arts  which  he  visited  in  his  route.     He  was  made 
a  member  of  the  academies  of  Rome,  Florence,  and  Bo-r 
logna,  and  professor  of  the  royal  academy  at  Parma.     No^ 
thing  indeed  shews  more  strongly  the  high  estimation  ia 
which  his  talents  were  held  at  Rome,  than  the  compliment 
which  was  paid  him  by  signor  Roflfanelli,  in  painting  the 
ceihng  of  that  room  in  the  Vatican  library,  where  the  col- 
lection of  engravings  is  preserved.     The  painting  repre- 
lenu  the  progress  of  the  art  of  engraving,  and,  among  the 
portraits  of  those  who  were  most  eminent  in  it,  that  of 
Strange  is  introduced.     He  is  represented  holding  under 
his  arm  a  volume  on  which  his  name  is  inscribed;  an  ho- 
nour paid  to  no  British  artist  but  himself.     Similar  marks 
of  high  respect  were  also  bestowed  on  his  talents  in  France. 
In  particular,  he  was  made  a  nterober  of  the  royal  academy 
of  painting  at  Paris,  the  highest  honour  ever  conferred  on 
«ny  foreigner. 

With  respect  to  the  works  of  this  artist,  he  left  fifty 
capital  plates,  still  in  good  condition,  which  were  engraved 
from  pictures  of  the  most  celebrated  painters  of  the  Ro- 
man, Florentine,  Lombard,  Venetian,  and  other  schools. 
Their  subjects  are  historical,  both  sacred  and  profitne, 
poetical,  and  allegorical^.     From  his  earliest  establishment 

■  *  The  foUowing  ire  among  hii  prin-  cuUb,  by  Nicolas  Poussio— Veoai  at^ 
'^•ipal  engraTiDgt: — ^Two  hcadf  of  the  tired  by  the  Graees,  by  Gukiu. — Jo»« 
aatbor— ooe  an  etching,  the  other  a  tice  and  MeekneM,  by  Raphael — ^The 
finished  proof,  from  a  drawing  by  John  Offspring  of  Love,  by  Ouido— CopM 
BaptistGrense — The  Rtrturn  from  Mar-  sleeping,  by  the  same — Abraham  ghr- 
.  ket,  by  WoaTerman*— ^Cupid,  by  Van-  ing  «p  the  Handmaid  Hagar,  by  Gner- 
loo — Mary  Magdalen,  by  Guido—  cino— Esther  a  Suppliant  before  Aha* 
Cleopatra,  by  the  same — 'ITic  Madon-  siierus,  by  the  same — Joseph  and  Po- 
na,  by  the  tame — ^The  Angel  Gabriel,  tiphar*s  Wife,  by  Gaido — ^Veout  Blind- 
by  tha  fame.— The  Virgin  with  the  ing  Cupid,  by  Tiiian— Venus,  by  tba 
Ch!ld  asleep,  by  the  same.— Libera  I  i.  same — Danae,  by  the  same— Portrait 
ty  and  Modesiy,  by  the  same. — Apollo  of  King  Charles  !,  by  Vandyke — ^Tbe 
rewarding  Merit  and  paninhing  Arro-  -  Madonna,  by  Correggio— Sl  Cecilia, 
''gaoce,  by  Andrea  Sacchi — ^Tbe  find-  by  Raphael — Mary  Magdalen,  by  Goi« 
ing  of  Romulus  and  Remus,  by  Pietro  do— Our  Saviuur  appearing  to  bis  Mo- 
da  Cortooa — Caosar  repudiating  Pom-  ther  after  bis  Resurrection,  by  Guer- 
pera»  by  the  same — ^7*bree  Children  of  oino — A  Mother  and  Child,  by  Parmer 
King  Charles  I,  by  Vandyke — Beli^a-  giano — Cupid  meditating,  by  Schidooi 
rius,  by  Salrator  Rosa— St.  Agnes,  by  — Laomedon  King  of  Troy  detected  bf 
j>oavni«biao-'Tbe  Judgment  ^f  Mer-  Neptnne  and  ApoUo^  by  S.  Roti^  fcc 
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Sri  life,  Mr.  Strange  selected  carefully  about  eighty  copies  of 
^h?  •finest  and  most  choice  impressions  of  each  plate  whick 
he  engraved,  intending  to  present  them  to  the  public  wbea 
age  should  disable  him  from  adding  to  their  number. 
These  he  collected  into  as  many  volumesi  arranged  in  the 
order  of  their  publication.  To  each  volume  he  prefixed 
two  portraits  of  himself,  on  the  same  plate,  the  one  aa 
etching,  the  other  a  finished  proof,  from  a  drawing  by 
John  Baptiste  Greuse.  This  is  the  last  plate  he  engraved, 
and  is  a  proof  that  neither  his  eyes  nor  hand  were  im* 
paired  by  years.  It  shews  likewise  the  use  he  made  both 
of  aqua  fortis  and  of  the  graver.  Each  volume,  besides  a 
dedication  to  the,  king,  contains  an  introduction,  on  the 
j>rogre8s  of  engraving;  and  critical  remarks  oh  the  pic- 
tures from'whicb  his  plates  were  taken. 

Among  these  engravings,  it  will  be  observed,  there  is 
only  one  from  the  painting  of  any  native  artist  of  thiscoun-^ 
.try  ;  and  that  is  from  Mr.  West's  apotheosis  of  the  king's 
children.  This  painting  he  solicited  his  majesty's  permis-> 
•ion  to  engrave,  which  was  granted  with  the  utmost  readi-^ 
liess;.and  every  accommodation  which  the  palace  could 
give  was  liberally  furnished  to  him,  while  engaged  in  the 
undertaking ;  in  the  progress  of  which  he  was  often  visited 
both  by  the  king  and  the  royal  family.  Before  the  work 
could  be  completed  his  avocations  called  him  to  Paris,  and 
be  expected  to  have  been  forced  to  leave  the  engraving 
unfinished  till  his  return ;  but  his  majesty,  in  a  manner 
.peculiarly  flattering,  consented  to  let  him  take  it  with  him. 
In  return  for  so  much  condescension,  when  a  few  copies  of 
this  engraving  bad  been  struck  ofl*,  the  plate  itself  was  de- 
stroyed, by  cutting  out  the  principal  figure,  which,  after 
being  gilt,  was  presented  to  his  majesty. 

On  the  5th  of  Jan.  1787,  Mr.  Strange  received  the  bo- 
Bpur  of  knighthood,  a  distinction  which  flattered  him  the 
mpre,  as  it  appeared  to  mark  a  peculiar  eminence  in  his 
profession  ;  and  proved  that  his  royal  patron  was  fully  sen- 
sible of  the  merit  which  his  minister  had  once  vainly  at- 
tempted to  crusb. 

Sir  Robert  enjoyed  his  honours  but  for  a  short  period. 
On  the  5th  of  July,  1792,  he  fell  a  victim  to  a  complaint 
of  an,  asthmatic  nature,  with  which  be  had  been  long  se- 
verely afflicted.  It  ig  for  those  who  were  best  acquainted 
with  his  character  vrbil^  living,  to  conceive  with  what 
septiments  of  regret  j t^^  oielanchol  jf  event,  though  neither 
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vnttmety  nor  uneirpected,  wts  feh  by  hU  fiunity  and  firieti^N. 
Of  all  men  .whom  the  writer  of  this  narrative  ever  knew^ 
sir  Robert  Strange  posseteed  the  mildeBt  and  most  inge- 
nuoas  manners,  joined  to  dispositions  of  mind  the  mort 
liberal  and  benign.  There  was  in  his  temper  an  endear* 
ing  gentleness  which  invited  afiection ;  and  in  his  heart  » 
warm  sincerity,  immediately  perceptible,  which  infiillibly 
secured  it.  To  know  him  and  be  his  enemy  was  impossi- 
ble. Unassuming  even  to  a  fault,  and  with  a  diffidence 
which  anxiously  shunned  pretension,  bis  opinions  both  of 
thinking  and  of  expressing  himself,  even  on  the  most  nn* 
important  occasions,  laid  an  irresistible,  though  uncon- 
scious claim,  to  taste,  to  sentiment^  and  to  genius.  Tbese^ 
iodeed,  a  ^skilful  physiognomist,  if  such  a  person  existi, 
might  have  read  distinctly  in  the  features  of  his  counte- 
nance ;  though  Lavater,  to  support  a  theory,  or  misled  by 
an  imperfect  likeness,  has  asserted  the  contrary.  The 
head  engraved  from  Greuse,  and  prefixed  to  sir  Robertas 
posthumous  volume,  bears  a  strong,  though  scarcely  ft 
striking  resemblance,  to  the  original,  and  will  probably  be 
thought  to  justify  what  is  here  advanced.  It  may  certainly 
■with  equal  truth  be  added,  that  in  the  whole  of  bis  jleport* 
faient  and  general  demeanour,  there  was  a  remarkable  de^ 
gree  of  grace  and  modest  dignity. 

To  these  qualities,  for  which  engaging  is  a  phrase  te6 
tame,  sir  Robert  added  a  liberality  of  sentiment  upon  all 
subjects,  which  bespoke  such  a  strength  and  soundness  of 
understanding  as  would  probably  have  secured  him  consi- 
derable eminence,  even  if  his  peculiar  talents  had  been 
mistaken,  and  law  had  continued  the  object  of  his  profes- 
sional pursuit.  Though  engiiged,  from  the  mqttves  which 
have  been  suggested,  in  the  support  of  a  cause  more  allied 
to  prejudice  than  connected  with  sound  reason,  reflectioil 
made  him  early  sensible  of  his  error  (the  romantic  occa* 
4ion  of  which  points  out,  in  some  degree,  the  generous  ar* 
dour  of  his  genius),  and  his  riper  years  paid  the  tribute  of 
tiocere  attachment  to  that  establishment  of  the  state,  which 
bis  arm  had  once  been  raised  to  overthrow.  With  a  just 
and  enlarged  sense  of  political  relations,  religious  princi- 
ples the  most  zealous  were  conjoined;  but  his  religion, 
though  warm,  was  tolerant;  and  his  devotion,  like  his 
totiier  virtues,  altogether  devoid  of  ostentation. 

^  He  left  behind  him,  besides  his  lady,  a  daughter  and 
three  sons ;  all  of  whom  his  boBourabto  exertions  would 
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Mve  sufficed  to  pkce  in  a  slate  of  independence,  even 
tbougb  houett  ambition  had  not  impelled  the  whole  of 
them  to  increase,  by  their  own  efforts,  the  inheritance  de- 
acending  from  their  father.  The  extreme  assiduity  with 
which  he  laboured  for  this  purpose  is  the  only  circum- 
atance  in  sir  Robert's  history  which  yet  remains  unnoticed* 
In  the  coldest  seasons,  when  health  permitted  him,  he  went 
to  work  with  the  dawn,  and  the  longest  day  was  too  short 
to  fatigue  bis  hand.  Even  the  roost  mechanical  parts  of 
bis  labours  he  would  generally  perform  himself;  choosing 
rather  to  undergo  a  drudgery' so  unsuitable  to  his  talents 
than  trust  to  others,  or  be  the  means  of  engaging  them  in 
a  profession,  which,  notwithstanding  his  own  deserved  suc- 
cess, he  never  thought  deserving  of  recommendation*  In 
this  conviction,  he  was  always  extremely  solicitous  to  keep 
the  pencil  out  of  his  children's  hands,  lest  taste  should  have  ' 
inflnenced  any  of  them  to  prosecute  the  same  pursuits,  to 
'  which  be  had  devoted  a  life  of  unwearied  diligence  and 
application. 

His  remains  were  interred,  in  compliance  with  what  had 
long  been  known  to  be  his  own  modest  desire,  in  the  most 
private  manner,  in  Covent-garden  churchyard ;  his  ashes 
being  placed  immediately  adjoining  to  those  of  a  daughter 
•nee  tenderly  beloved.  A  simple  tablet,  with  his  name  in^* 
scribed,  is  ail  that  distinguishes  the  spot.  The  works  in- 
deed of  such  an  artist  form  his  truest  and  most  appropriate 
monument.  These  no  time  has  power  to  destroy,  and,  as 
Vwg  M  the  labours  of  taste  shall  be  objects  of  admiration 
among  mankind,  these  assuredly  will  perpetuate  his  repu- 
tation ;  and  with  it  a  name  not  more  to  be  remembered  for 
the  genius  which  gave  it  lustre,  than  the  virtues  by  which 
it  was  adorned.^ 

STRATFORD  (Nicholas),  a  pious  and  learned  bishop 
•f  Chester,  was  born  at  Hemel-Hempstead  in  Hertford- 
shire, in  1633,  and  admitted  scholar  of  Trinity  college, 
Oxford,  in  June  1652,  where  in  1656  he  became  fellow 
and  master  of  arut.  After  taking  orders,  he  married  a  rer 
lation  of  Dr.  Dolben,  bishop  of  Rochester,  and  by  his  inte- 
rest was  made  warden  of  Manchester  college  in  Lancashire* 
He  was  at^  in  1670  made  prebendary  of  Leicester  Sc 
Margaret  in  the  church  of  Lincoln  ;  in  1673,  dean  of  St. 
Aaaph,  >at  which  time  he  took  bis  degree  of  D.  D.  and  was 

»  PrMc4ii«  «djt  ^  jui*  l>i«t.— Q«bL  Htf.  UtlV.  Itc 
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mppointed  chaplain  in  ordinary  to  bis  majesty.  In  IM^/ 
be  was  presented  to  the  rectory  of  Sl  Mary  Aldermanburvf 
London,  and  the  following  year  resigned  the  wardenship 
of  Manchester  college.  In  1689,  he  was  consecrated 
bishop  of  Chester,  over  which  he  presided,  in  cdnstant  re* 
sidence,  and  with  the  mest  anxious  care  for  its  interests, 
both  spiritual  and  temporal,  for  eighteen  years.  He  died 
Feb.  12,  1707,  and  was  interred  in  bis  cathedral,  where  & 
long  Latin  inscription  records  his  character,  without  exag- 
geration. Besides  some  occasional  sermons,  and  a  charge 
to  his  clergy,  his  works  were  chiefly  levelled  at  the  doc- 
trines of  popery,  in  which  controversy,  he  published,  1. 
^<  Discourse  concerning  the  necessity  of  Reformation,  with 
respect  to  the  errors  and  corruptions  of  the  church  of 
Rome,*'  Lond.  1685,  part  L  4to  ;  a  second  part  followed.  < 
2.  *'  Discourse  on  the  Pope^s  Supremacy,"  in  answer  to 
Dr.  Godden,  ibid.  1688,  4to.  3.  **The  people's  right  to 
read  the  Holy  Scriptures  asserted,"  ibid.  1 683,  4to.  4. 
"The  lay-Christian*s  obligation  to  read  the  HoJy  Scrip- 
tures," ibid.  1688,  1689,  4to.  5.  "  Examkration  of  Bel- 
larmin's  fourteenth  pore  concerning  the  unhappy  end  of 
the  church's  enemies,"  &c.  &c. 

Bishop  Stratford  was  one  of  the  first  and  most  zealous 
promoters  of  the  Societies,  established  in  the  beginning 
of  tl>e  last  century  for  the  "  Reformation  of  manners."  In 
the  "  Memoirs  of  Matthew  Henry,"  we  read  that  "  thia 
good  work  was  first  set  on  foot  in  that  city  -by  those  of 
the  established  church :  they  were  happy  in  a  bishop  and 
dean,  that  had  the  interests  of  practical  religion  very  much 
at  heart.  Dr.  Stratford  and  Dr.  Fog,  men  of  great  learning 
and  true  piety,  both  excellent  preachers,  and  greatly 
grieved  at  the  open  and  scandalous  wickedness  that 
abounded  in  that  city,  and  every  where  throughout  the 
nation."  It  appears  that  a  monthly  lecture  was  established 
at  the  cathedral  for  this  purpose,  and  the  bishop  preached 
the  first  sermon.^ 

STRATO,  of  Lampsacus,  the  successor  of  Theopbrastut 
in  the  charge  of  the  Peripatetic  school,  flourished  in  the 
third  century  B.  C.  and  presided  eighteen  years  over  that 
fchool  with  a  high  degree  of  reputation  for  learning  and 
eloquence.  Ptolemy  Philadelphus  made  him  bis  prece|^ 
tor^  and  repaid  his  services  with  a  royal  present  of  eighty 

1  Ath.  Ox.Tol.  II.— Tong't  LifeofMaUhew  Henry,  p.  t43,  2467.— Niool* 
ton's  L^tiert,  vol.  J.  p.  170. 
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Ulents.  He  died  about  the  end  of  the  127th  Olympiad. 
His  opinions  have  been  suspected  of  atheism.  Brucker 
collects  from  them  that  ^'  there  is  inherent  in  nature  a  prin- 
ciple of  motion,  or  force,  without  intelligence,  which  is 
the.only  cause  of  the  production  and  dissolution  of  bodies : 
that  the  world  has  neither  been  formed  by  the  agency  of  a 
deity,  distinct  from  matter,  nor  by  an  intelligent  animat* 
ing  principle,  but  has  arisen  from  a  force  innate  to  matter, 
originally  excited  by  accident,  and  since  continuing  to 
act,  according  to  the  peculiar  qualities  of  natural  bodies.'' 
It  does  not  appear,  adds  Brucker,  that  Strato  expressly 
either  denied  or  asserted  the  existence  of  a  divine  nature; 
but,  in  excluding  all  idea  of  deity  from  the  fornbation  of  the 
world,  it  cannot  be  doubted,  that  he  indirectly  excluded 
fro.m  bis  system  the  doctrine  of  the  existence  of  the  Su* 
preme  Being.  Strato  also  taught,  that  the  seat  of  the 
soul  is  in  the  middle  of  the  brain  ;  and  that  it  only  acts  by 
means  of  the  senses.  Brucker  has  a  more  laboured  de- 
fence of  Strato  in  a  dissertation  inserted  in  Schelhorn*s 
**  Amosnitates  Litteraris/'  * 

STRAUCHIUS  (iEGiDics),  a  German  Lutheran  divine 
and  mathematician,  but  in  this  country  known  only  as  a 
cbronologist,  was  born  in  1632,  at  Wittemberg.  He  studied 
at  Leipsic,  and  was  afterwards  professor  of  theology  at 
Wittemberg,  and  at  Dantzick.  He  was  frequently  involved 
in  theological  disputes,  both  with  the  Roman  catholics  and 
the  Calvinists,  from  his  intemperate  zeal  in  favour  of  Lu- 
tberanism.  He  died  at  Wittemberg  in  1682.  He  published 
some  mathematical  works;  but  was  chiefiy  distinguished 
for  his  chronological  and  historical  disquisitions,  of  which 
be  published  a  considerable  number  from  1652  to  1680. 
One  of  the  best  and  most  useful,  his  ^^Breviarium  Chro- 
nologicum,"  was  long  known  in  this  country  by  three  edi^ 
tions  (with  improvements  in  each)  of  an  English  transla- 
tion, by  Richard  Sault,  called  in  the  title  F.  R.  S.  but  hit 
^ame  does  not  occur  in  Dn  Thomson^s  list  of  the  members 
of  the  Royal  Society.  Locke's  high  commendation  of  this 
work  probably  introduced  it  as  a  useful  manual  of  cbrpno- 
logy.  The  edition  of  1745,  which,  we  believe,  was  the 
last,  received  many  improvements  and  corrections,  but  it 
has  since  given  way  to  lesser  chronological  systems.' 

>  Diog,  Laert.— Brucker.  *  Diet.   Hist — SaxU  OnoiDatt-«-Tw«  of 

the  family  of  tb«  Sti-auchii  art  rcorded  in  Freheri  Theatroio. 
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STREATER  (Robeit),  an  Eoglisb  punter,  wis  bom  in 
1624,  and,  being  a  person  of  great  industry  as  well  as  ca- 
pacity, arrived  to  an  eminent  degree  of  perfection  in  bia 
art.  He  excelled  particularly  in  history,  architecture,  and 
perspective ;  and  shewed  himself  a  great  master  by  the 
truth  of  bis  outlines,  and  skill  in  foreshortening  his  figures.. 
He  was  also  excellent  in  landscape  and  still-life;  and  there 
is  some  fruit  of  his  painting  yet  to  be  seen,  which  is  of  tfae 
highest  lulian  style,  for  pencil  in  g,v  judgment,  and  com- 
position. Upon  the  restoration  of  Charles  II.  be  was  made- 
his  majesty's  serjeant-painter.  He  became  violently  afflicted 
with  the  stone,  and  resolved  to  be  cut ;  which  the  king^^ 
hearing,  and  having  a  great  kindness  for  bim,  sent  on  pur- 
pose to  France  for  a  surgeon,  wbo  came  and  performed 
the  operation ;  which,  however,  Streater-  did  not  survive* 
He  died  in  1680,  having  spent  his  life  in  great  esteem  and 
reputation.  His  principal  works  were,  the  theatre  at  Ox- 
ford ;  the  chapel  at  All  Souls  college;  some  ceilings  at 
Wbitefaall,  now  burnt ;  the  battle  of  the  giants  with  the 
gods,  at  sir  Robert  Clayton's ;  the  pictures  of  Moses  and 
Aaron,  at  St.  Michael's  church  in  Comhill,  &c.  &c.^ 

STIIEIN,  or  8TRINIUS  (Rkhard),  baron  deSchwar- 
renaw,  a  native  of  Austria,  and  learned  Protestant  writer, 
counsellor  to  the  emperor,  saperintendant  of  finances,  and 
bis  librarian,  was  born  in  152)8.  He  was  much  esteemed 
by  the  literati  of  his  time,  and  died  in  1601,  leaving  a 
treatise  **  De  Gentibus  et  Familiis  Romanorum,"  Paris, 
1S59,  fol.  in  which  he  has  tfarown  considerable  light  on  th^ 
Roman  antiquities.  He  wrote  also  some  pieces  against 
Bellarmin,  and  some  discourses  in  favour  of  the  freedom 
of  the  Netherlands,  which  be  published  anonymously  lest 
tbey  should  offend  the  house  of  Austria,  whose  subject  be 
was.' 

STRIGELIUS  (ViCTORiNUS),  a  learned  divine  and  pro- 
moter of  the  reformation,  was  bom  at  Kaufbeir,  Dee.  26th 
1524.  He  lost  his  fatlier  in  the  year  1527,  and  was  sent  to 
Fribourg  in  Brisgaw  in  1538;  where  be  went  through  a 
oourse  of  philosophy  under  John  Zinckius,  and  removed 
Irooi  thence  in  1542  to  the  university  of  Wittemberg,  and 
attended  the  lectures  of  Luther  and  Melancthon.  Having 
4aken  the  degree  of  master  of  philosophy  in  1544,  h< 

>  Wslpde*!  Aatodotet.  *  Diet.  Hist.— BiiUet  Joftneiif, 
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applied  bimflKelf  to  the  reading  of  private  lectur^fi^  Wbich 
gained  him  great  reputation,  and  he  continued  them  un- 
til the  war  obliged  him  to  leave  Wittemberg,  and  go  to 
Magdeburg,  and  afterwards  to  Erfurt.  The  war  being 
concluded,  he  Went  to  Jena  in  1548.  In  1556,  be  wat 
present  at  the  conference  of  Eisenach,  and  disputed  ami- 
cably ^ith  Menius  upon  a  question  relating  to  the  necessity 
of  good  works.  He  reduced  this  controversy  to  seven  pro- 
positions, on  which  the  whole  dispute  turned,  and  which 
Menius  owned  to  be  agreeable  to  the  word  of  God.  Stri- 
gelius  afterwards  drew  up,  by  order  of  th#  elector  of 
Saxony,  a  form  of  confession,  to  which  all  the  divines  sub- 
scribed. The  year  following  he  was  attacked  by  Flacciusllly- 
ricus,  and  disputed  with  him  vivd  voce  at  Weimar.  The  acts 
of  that  conference  were  published,  but  not  faithfully,  and 
be  complained  that  something  was  retrenched.  In  1559,- 
be  was  imprisoned  with  two  others,  owing  to  certain  theolo-^ 
gical  disputes  with  the  divines  of  Weimar,  but  by  the  in-^ 
fluence  of  the  emperor  Maximilian  recovered  his  liberty  at 
the  end  of  three  yearv,  and  resumed  the  usual  course  of  his 
lectures.  As,  however,  he  found  that  he  was  not  in  a  safe 
situation,  be  retired  from  Jena,  and  paid  no  regard  to  the 
remonstrances  that  university  wrote  to  him  to  engage  him 
to  return.  Removing  to  Leipsic,  he  published  there  notes 
on  the  psalter.  He  obtained  of  the  elector  the  liberty  of 
teaching,  either  in  the  university  of  Wittemberg,  or  in 
that  of  Leipsie,  which  last  he  preferred,  and  beginning  his 
lectures  there  in  March  1 563,  explained  not  only  divinity, 
but  likewise  logic  and  ethics.  He  had  carried  his  common*** 
places  as  far  as  the  article  of  the  eucharist,  and  was  to  en- 
ter upon  that  in  February  1 567 ;  but  a  fresh  opposition  being 
raised  against  him,  in  which  the  elector  would  not  interfere, 
be  retired  into  the  Palatinate,  and  soon  after  was  invited  to 
Heidelberg  to  be  professor  of  ethics,  which  office  he  dis- 
charged with  great  reputation  till  his^  death,  June  26th,  1 569. 
He  had  the  reputation  of  an  able  philosopher  and  divine,  and 
had  an  incomparable  talent  in  instructing  youth:  His  prin- 
cipal works  arey  1  *^  Epitome  doctrin®  de  prime  motu,** 
Wittem.  1565,  avo.  2.  <<  Argumenta  et  scholia  in  Nov. 
Test."  3.  "  Tres  partes  locorum  communium.'*  4.  *^  En- 
chiridion locorum  Tbeologicorum.''  5.  Scholte  Histories^, 
jl  condito  mundo  ad  natum  Christum,  &c."  ^ 

>  Melchior  Adam.— Tbuaous.— Mmhein. 
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STROZZT  (Titus  and  Hercules),  father  and  son,  were 
two  poets  of  Ferrara,  who  both  wrote  in  Latin.  Their 
poems  were  printed  together  at  Venice,  1513,  8?o,  and 
consist  of  elegies  and  other  compositiont,  in  a  pure  and  ^ 
pleasing  style.  Titus  died  about  .1502,  at  the  age  of  eighty* 
Hercules,  his  son,  was  killed  by  a  rival  in  1508.  Strozzi 
was  also  an  illustrious  name  at  Florence,  which  migrated 
withthe  Medici's  into  France,  and  there  rose  to  the  highest 
military  honour^,  as  they  had  in  their  own  country  attained 
the  greatest  commercial  rank.  There  have  been  several 
other  writer!  of  the  name,  of  whom  we  shall  notice  only 
one,  as  most  remarkable,  Cyriac  Strozzi,  who  was  a  pro- 
found student  in  the  works  of  Aristotle,  and  therefore  con- 
sidered as  a  peripatetic  philosopher.  He  was  bom  at  Flo- 
rence in  1504.  He  travelled  over  a  g^reat  part  of  the 
world,  and  pursued  his  studies  wherever  he  Went.  He  was 
a  professor  of  Greek  and  of  philosophy  at  Florence,  Bo<* 
logna,  and  Pisa,  in  all  which  places  hewas  highly  esteemed. 
He  died  in  1565,  at  the  age  of  sixty-one.  He  added  a 
ninth  and  a  tenth  book  to  the  eight  books  of  Aristotle's 
politics,  and  wrote  them  both  in  Greek  and  Latin.  He 
had  so  completely  made  himself  master  of  the  style  and 
sentiments  of  his  great  model,  that  he  has  been  tnought, 
in  some  instances,  to  rival  him.  He  had  a  sister,  Laurentia, 
who  wrote  Latin  poems.  Considerable  information  may 
be  found  respecting  the  Strozzi  in  our  authorities. ' 

STRUTT  (Joseph),  an  ingenious  artist,  and  the  author 
of  some  valuable  works  on  subjects  of  antiquity,  was  bom 
at  Springfield,  in  Essex,  Oct.  27,  1749,  where  his  father, 
a  man  of  some  property,  was  a  miller,  but  died  when  this 
son  was  only  a  year  and  a  half  old.  His  mother,  however, 
took  a  tender  care  of  his  education,  and  placed  him  at 
Chelmsford  school.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  was  ap- 
prenticed to  the  unfortunate  William  Wynne  Ryland  (See 
Ryland),  and  in  1770  became  a  student  at  the  royal  aca- 
demy, where  he  had  the  gold  and  silver  tnedals  adjudged 
to  him,  the  former  for  a  painting  in  oil,  his  first  effort^ 
and  the  latter  for  the  best  academy-figure.  The  subject 
of  hisoil-paintiiig  was  from  the  £neid ;  and  it  was  no  small 
triumph  that  his  competitor  was  the  celebrated  Hamilton* 
After  his  apprenticeship  had  expired,  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  the  family  of  his  friend  Mr.  Thane;  and  in  1771 

*  Tirabosclii.— Gin^eni  Hist.  Lit  d>IUlie.-^Roscoe*s  Leo  X. 
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was  firtt  introduced  to  the  British  Museum,  where  he  was 
employed  to  make  sonle  drawings.  The  rich  stores  of 
science  and  of  art  in  that  valuable  repository,  gave  a  new 
bias  to  his  pursuits,  and  he  now  conceived  some  of  those 
literary  labours  connected  with  his  profession,  which  he 
afterwards  executed  ;  and  such  was  his  industry,  that  two 
years  afterwards  (1773)  he  published  his  first  work,  *'The 
regal  aad  ecclesiastical  Antiquities  of  England,*V  4to,  and 
in  June  1774,  the  first  volume  of  what  he  then  called 
''  Jjopba  Xn^el-Cynnan  5  or,  complete  views  of  the  manners, 
eustoms,  arms,  habits,  &c.  of  the  inhabielints  of  Eng^ 
land,  from  the  arrival  of  the  Saxons  to  the  time  of  Henry 
VIII.**  A  second  volume  appeared  in  1775,  and  both  were 
reprinted  in  1797.  This  was  a  work  of  great  research  and 
labour,  both  in  the  preparation  of  the  letter-press,  and  of 
the  engravings,  and  he  justly  derived  considerable  reputa- 
tion, on  the  score  of  accuracy  and  judgment.  '  In  1777 
and  1778  he  published  his  *<  Chronicle  of  England,"  in  2 
vols.  4to,  whicfi  he  meant  to  have  extended  to  six,  but 
want  of  encouragement  compelled  him  to  relinquish  his 
design.  The  work,  however,  is  complete  as  far  as  it  goes, 
and  contains  much  valuable  information,  but  is  rather 
heavy,  and  not  what  is  called  a  very  readable  book.  In 
1785  Mr.  Strutt  published  the  first  volume  of  his  <' Dic- 
tionary of  Engravers,"  and  the  second  in  1786.  In  this 
he  received  considerable  assistance  from  the  late  eminent 
sculptor,  John  Bacon,  esq.  As  the  first  work  of  the  kind 
executed  in  this  country,  it  is  deserving  of  high  praise,  and 
although  far  from  being  free  of  defects,  still  remains  the 
only  work  of  the  kind  on  which  reliance  can  be  placed. 
The  introductory  history  of  engraving  is  particularly  cre- 
ditable to  his  judgment  and  industry. 

In  1790,  a  severe  asthmatic  complaint  rendered  a  coun- 
try residence  necessary,  and  he  therefore  settled  for  five 
years  at  Bacon Vfurm  in  Hertfordshire,  where  he  employed 
some  part  of  his  time  in  engraving  a  series  of  plates  for  the 
"  Pilgrim's  Progress,"  which  are  said  to  be  as  fair  a  specimen 
of  bis  talents  as  an  artist,  as  any  that  can  be  produced  ;  but 
it  is  not  mentioned  for  what  edition  they  were  engraved,  or 
whether  sold  separately.  Here  likewise  his  benevolent  re- 
gard for  the  welfiare  of  the  young  induced  him,  at  his  own 
ezpence,  to  establish  a  Sunday  school  at  Tewin,  not  far 
from  his  residence,  lukjcb  he  superintended  with  great  care, 
and  had  the  Mtisf^  -^n  to  ^^^  ^^  attended  with  the  most 
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beneBcial  consequences  to  the  morals  of  the  villagers.  In 
1795,  be  returned  to  London,  and  begm  to  collect  mate- 
rials  for  his  work  entitled  "A  complete  view,  of  the  Dresses 
and  Habits  of  the  People  of  England,  frooi  the  establish- 
n^eot  of  the  Saxons  in  Britain  to  the  present  time.**  *<Tbe 
first  volume  of  this  appeared  in  1796,  and  the  second  ia 
1799,  4to,  illustrated  by  143  plates.  It  was  about  the  same 
time  published  in  French.  In  1801,  be  published  the  last 
work  he  lived  to  complete,  namely,  Lb^CameimSCD^lTpeob ; 
or.  The  Sports  and  Pastimes  of  the  People  of  England,'* 
a  performanM  which,  from  the  novelty  of  the  aubject,  at* 
tracted  the  notice  and  admiration  sf  readers  of  almost  every 
class,  in  the  beginning  of  October  1 802,  Mr.  Strutt,  then 
residing  in  Charles-street,  Hatton-garden,  was  confined  to 
his  chamber  with  his  last  illness,  of  which  he  died  on  the 
16th  of  that  month,  in  the  fifty-third  year  of  his  age.  His 
biographer  sums  up  his  character  in  these  words :  **  The 
calamities  incident  to  man  were  indeed  his  portion  on  this 
earth;  and  these  greatly,  augmented  by  unkindnesses 
where  he  least  deserved  to  have  met  with  them*  He  wmb 
charitable  without  ostentation ;  a  sincere  friend,  without 
intentional  guile;  a  dutiful  son  ;  a  faithful  and  affectionate 
husband;  a  good  father:  a  worthy  man;  and,  above  all, 
it  is  humbly  hoped,  a  sincere  Christian.  His . natural  ta- 
lents were  great,  but  little  cultivated  by  early  education. 
I'he  numerous  works  which  he  gave  to  the  world  as  an  au- 
thor, and  as  an  artist,  prove  that  he  employed  his  time,  to 
the  best  advantage."  Mr.  Strutt  engraved  many  plates,  in 
dots,  in  imitation  of  chalk,  a  manner  which  he  learned 
from  his  master  Ryland,  and  in  which  softness  and  harmony 
are  blended.  He  also  left  some  MSS.  in  the  possession 
of  his  son,  from  which  have  since  been  published,  I. 
**  Queen  Hoo  Hall,  a  Romance :  and  Ancient  Times,  a 
Drama,*'  4  vols.  l2mo.  both  which  have  many  characteristics 
of  a  lively  and  well-regulated  imagination ;  and,  2.  <^  The 
Test  of  Guilt ;  or  Traits  of  Ancient  Superstition,  a  drama^ 
tic  tale,  &c/'  in  poetry,  but  not  much  calculated  to  raise  our 
ideas  of  his  merit  in  that  branch.* 

STRUVIUS  (George  Adam),  a  German  scholar,  wa;^ 
born  at  Magdebourg,  Sept  27,  1619.  He  became  pro* 
fessor  of  jurisprudence  at  Jena,  and,  was  called  to  the  coun« 
cil  of.  the  dukes  of  Saxony.     He  gave  to  the  public  some 

>  Nichols**  Bowyftr; 
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strong  proofs  of  his  leftroing  at  Helmttadt,  before  the  year 
1653  ;  but  in  that  year  he  poblished  a  greater  work,  en* 
titled  **  Syntagma  Juris  Feudalis-;''  and,  ten  years  after,  a 
similar  compilation  of  civil  law,  under  the  title  of  *<  Syn*^ 
tagma  Juris  Civilis."  .He  was  twice  married,  and  bad  in 
all  twenty-six  children.  He  lived  to  the  age  of  seventy- 
three,  and  died  on  the  1 5th  of  December,  1692^  He  had  a 
frankness  of  manners  that  gained  universal  attachment  His 
form  was  robust,  and  his  diligence  so  indefiBtigable,  that 
he  applied  to  every  magistrate  the  expression  of  a  Roman 
emperor,  '^Oportet  stantem  mori  ;*'  and  so  conpletdy  acted* 
HP  to  his  own  principle,  that  he  made  the  report  of  a  law- 
suit a  very  short  time  before  his  death.* 

STRUVIUS  (BuRCARD  GoTTHELF),  one  of  the  many  sons 
of  the  preceding,  was  born  at  Weimar,  May  26,  167 1.  His 
fotber,  who  soon  perceived  his  turn  tor  "Htudy,  sent  him  to 
Zeitz,  to  piofit  by  the  instructions  of  the  learned  Cellartus, 
who  then  lived  in  that  place,  and  he  afterwards  pursued 
bis  studies  under  the  ablest  masters  at  Jena^  Heimstadt, 
Fninefort,  and  Halle.  In  the  latter  city  he  went  to  the 
bar,  but  did  not  follow  that  profession  long,  devoting  his 
attention  chiefly  to  history  and  public  law,  which  were  his 
favourite  pursuits*  He  paid  some  visits  to  Holland  and 
Sweden,  whence  he  returned  to  Wetzlar,  accompanied  by 
his  brother,  who  had  dissipated  his  fortune  in  search  of  the 
philosopher's  stone.  This  misfortune  affected  our  author, 
who,  after  the  death  of  his  brother,  spent  almost  his  whole 
property  in  paying  his  debts,  and  he  fell  into  a  melancholy 
state,  which  lasted  for  two  years ;  but  having  then  recoi- 
vered  his  health  and  spirits,  he  was  appointed  librarian  at 
Jena  in  1697,  and  took  his  degree  of  doctor  of  philosophy 
and  law  at  Halle.  In  1704,  he  was  made  professor  of  his- 
tory in  that  university,  and  in  1712  professor  extraordinary 
of  law,  counsellor  and  historiographer  to  the  dukes  of  Sax* 
ony;  and  at  length  in  1730,  counsellor  of  the  court,  and 
ordinary  professor  of  public  and  feudal  law.  He  died  at 
Jena,  March  25,  1738,  leaving  many  distinguished  proofs 
of  learned  research,  particularly  in  law  and  literary  history. 
One  of  his  first  publications  was  bis  <*  BibUotheca  numismatum 
antiquiorum,''  12mo,  which  appeared  at  Jena  in  1693.  2. 
*^Epistolaad  Cellariin„  de  BibUotbecia,'^  Jena,  1696,  Ump. 
3.  "  Amiquitatum  Roni^noruin  Syntagma"  Jeua,  1701,410^- 
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This  it  the  first  part  of  a  larger  work,  and  chiefly  reapects 
the  religrion  of  the  Romans,  but  is  valuable.  4.  *^  Tracta- 
tns  Juridicus  de  Baloeis  et  Balneatoribus"  4to,  the  saoie 
year,  at  Jena ;  all  his  works  indeed  appear  to  have  been 
published  there.  5.  '^Acta  Literaria,'*  vol.  L  1703,  8vo; 
wl.  IL  1720.  6.  <<  Bibliotheca  Philosopbica,''  1704,  8vo, 
and  again,  1728.  7.  <*  Bibliotheca  Historica,'*  1705,  8vo. 
Tbb,  like  several  other  works  of  this  author,  has  undeigose 
•everal  editions,  and  been  much  augmented  by  other  edi* 
tors.  The  title  to  the  latest  edition  of  this  book  is  ^^  BibUo^ 
Itheca  Hiatorica,  instrocta  ^a  Burcardo  Gocthelf  Siruvio, 
ancta  a  Christi.  Gottlieb  Budero,  nunc  vero  a  Joanne 
Georgio  Meuselio  ita  digesta,  amplificata,  et  emendata,  ut 
paao^  novum  opus  videri  posait.^'  This  account  of  it  is 
literally  true,  for,  from  a  single  volume,  it  is  now  extended 
to  twenty <rtwo  vols;  8vo,  usually  bound  in  eleven,  1782 — 
1804.  It  forms  a  complete  index  to  the  histories  of  all 
nations.  8.  **  Bibliotheca  Librorom  rarioram,"  1719,  4to. 
9,  ^lotroductio  ad  Notitiam  Rei  Literarice,  et  iisum  BibIio« 
thecarum.''  The  fifth  edition  of  this  ivorfc,  a  very  thick 
iNilume,  small  8vo,  with  the  supplements  of  Chriatopher 
Color,  and  the  notes  of  Michael  Lilienthal,  vras  printed  at 
Leipsic  in  1729 ;  but  the  best  is  that  of  1754  by  John  Chris* 
tian  Fischer,  2  vols.  8vo.  10.  A  life  of  his  father,  entitled, 
^*  De  Vita  et  Scriptis  Geo.  Adam  Struvii,"  1 705,  8vo.  He 
published  also  several  works  in  German,  and  some  others 
in  Latin,  all  of  Which  are  mentioned  in  Heinsius*s  BCtober 
Lexicon,  published  at  Leipsic  in  179S,  which  is  indeed  a 
very  excellent  index  to  the  works  of  German  authors  in 
particular.' 

STRYPE  (John),  the  most  valuable  contributor  to  ec« 
clesiastical  history  and  biography  that  ever  appeared  in 
this  country,  is  said  to  have  been  of  German  extraction. 
His  father  John  Strype,  or  Van  Stryp,  was  a  native  of 
Brabant,  and  fled  to  England  for  the  sake  of  religion.  He 
was  a  merchant  and  silk-throwster.  His  son  is  said  to  have 
been  b6rn  at  Stepney,  Nov.  1,  1643,  but  he  calls  himself 
a  native  of  London,  and  bis  baptism  does  not  occur  in  the 
register  of  Stepney,  though  the  names  of  some  of  his 
V  brothers  and  sisters  are  there  entered,  and  his  father  lies 
buried  in  the  church  yard.  The  reason  why  he  calls  him- 
self  a  Londoner  probably  was,  that  he  was  bom  in  Strype*^ 

*  Moreri. — Dirt.  Hist.-i-Bibl.  Germaniqu*. 
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yard,  formerly  in  Stepney,  but  afterwarda  in  the  parish  of 
Christ-church,  Spitalfields.  After  being  educated  in  St. 
Paul's  school  for  six  years,  he  was  matriculated  of  Jesus- 
college,  Cambridge,  July  5,  1662,  whence  he  removed  to 
Catherine-ball,  where  he  took  his  degree  of  A.  B.  in  1665, 
and  that  of  AL  A.  in  )669.  His  first  preferment  was  the 
donative,  or  perpetual  curacy  of  Theydon-Boys  in  the 
county  of  Essex,  conferred  upon  him  July  14,  1669;  but 
he  quitted  it  a  few  months  after,  on  being  appointed  mini- 
ster of  Low-Leyton  in  the  same  county,  which  be  retained 
all  his  life.  The  circumstances  attending  this  preferment 
were  rather  singular,  Although  he  enjoyed  it  above  sixty- 
eight  years,  and  administered  the  sacrament  on  Christmas- 
day,  for  sixty-six  years  successively,  yet  he  was  never 
instituted  nor  inducted.  The  reason  assigned  for  this  irre- 
gularity is,  that  the  living  being  small,  the  patrons  allowed 
the  parish  to  choose  a  minister.  Accordingly  Mr.  Strype 
having,  on  the  vacancy  which  occurred  in  1669,  preached 
before  them,  be  was  duly  elected  to  be  their  curate  and 
lecturer,  and  they  entered  into  a  subscription-bond  for  his 
maintenance,  promising  to  pay  the  sums  annexed  to  their 
names,  ^^  provided  be  continues  the  usual  custom  of  his 
predecessor  in  preaching  twice  every  Sunday."  The  sub- 
scriptions in  all  amounted  to  69/.  Many  years  after  this, 
viz.  in  1674,  he  was  licensed  by  Dr.  Henchman,  then 
bishop  of  London,  to  preach  and  expound  the  word  of 
God  in  the  parish  church  of  Low-  Ley  ton,  and  to  perform 
the  full  office  of  priest  and  curate  there,  during  the  va- 
cancy of  the  vicarage,  which  license,  and  no  other  instru- 
ment, he  used  to  exhibit  at  the  visitations,  as  late  as  1720. 
In  1677,  as  he  seemed  secure  of  his  possession,  he  re- 
built the  vicarage,  with  140/.  of  bis  own  money,  aided  by 
contributions  from  his  parishioners,  and  expended  con- 
siderable sums  also  in  the  repairs  of  the  chancel.  After  bis 
death,  his  executors  derived  some  advantage  from  the 
manner  in  which  he  held  this  living;  for,  being  sued  by  bis 
successor  for  dilapidations,  only  40/.  could  be  recovered, 
as  the  plea  was,  that  he  bad  never  been  instituted  nor  in- 
ducted, and  that  the  parsonage-house  was  built  and  ought 
to  be  repaired  by  the  parish.  It  is  probable  that  the  quiet 
possession  be  so  long  enjoyed  was  owing  to  the  high  esteem 
in  which  he  was  held  by  the  heads  of  the  church,  for  his 
eminent  services  as  a  historian. 
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$ooD  after  be  came  to  reside  at  Low- Ley  ton,  lie  got 
access  to  the  valuable  manuscripts  of  sir  Michael  Hickes^ 
knt.  once  of  Ruckbolt^s  in  this  parish,  aiid  secretary  to 
William  lord  Burleigh,  and  began  from  them  some  of 
those  collections  which  he  afterwards  publi^he^.  It  ap- 
pears, however,  that  he  extended  bis  inquiries  much  far- 
ther, and  procured  access  to  every  repository  wb^re  records 
of  any  kind  were  kept ;  made  numerous  and  indeed  yolu- 
sninous  transcripts,  and  employed  many  years  in  compa- 
ring, collating,  and  verifying  facts,  before  be  published 
any  thing.  At  the  same  time  he  carried  on  an  extensive 
correspondence  with  archbishop  Wake,  and  the  bishops  At- 
terbury,  Biimet,  Nicolson,  and  other  eminent  clergymen  or 
laymen,  who  had  a  taste  for  the  same  researches  as  himself. 
Towards  his  latter  days,  be  bad  the  sinecure  of  Terring,  in 
'Sussex,  given  him  by  archbishop  Tenison^  and  was  lec- 
turer of  Hackney  till  1724,  when  he  resigned  that  lecture. 
When  he  became  old  and  infirm,  be  resided  at  Hackney 
with  Mr.  Harris  an  apothecary,  who  had  married  bis  grand- 
daughter, and  there  be  died  Dec.  II,  1737,  at  the  very 
advanced  age  of  ninety-four  *,  one  instance  at  least,  that 
the  most  indefatigable  literary  labour  is  not  Inconsistent 
with  health. 

His  publications  were,  I.  "  Th^  second  volume  of  Dr. 
John  Lightfoot's  works,**  1684,  fol.  2.  "  Life  of  Arch- 
bishop Cratimer,"  1694,  fol.  3.  "The  Life  of  Sir  Thomas 
Smith,"  1698,  8vo.  4.  "  Lessons  for  Youth  and  Old  Age,** 
1699,  12mo.  5.  «  The  Life  of  Dr.  John  Elmer,  bishop  of 
London,*'  1701,  8vo.  6.  "  The  Life  of  Sir  John  Cheke," 
1705,  8vo.  7.  "  Annals  of  the  Reformation,'*  4  vols ;  vol. 
L  1709,  (reprinted  1725);  vol.  IL  1725;  vol.  IH.  1723; 
vol.IV.  1731.     8.  "  Life  of  Archbishop  Grindal,"  1710,fol. 

9.  "Life  and  Letters  of  Archbishop  Parker,*'   1711,  fol. 

10.  "Life   of  Archbishop    Whitgift,"   1718,  folio.      II. 

*  "  I  ni«de  a  Tisii  to  old  father  in  Brit  Mat.     Mr.  Caite,  io  the  pre- 

Strype  when  in  town  last;  he  is  turned  face  to  the  third  Tolnme  of  bii  "  Hit- 

of  ntnety,  yet  very  brisk  and  well,  only  tory  of  Boslaod,"  tayv,  "  When  the 

a  decay  of  sight  aud  memory.  .Mr.  present  aail  of  Exeter's  graodfatlier  set 

Strype  told  me  that  he  had  great  ma-  out  on  hi«  travels  to  Italy,  bis  cbap- 

terials  towards  tlie  life  of  the  old  lord  lain  undertaking  to  write  the  treasurer 

Burghley.  and  Mr.  Fox  the  martyra-  Burleigh's  life,  removed  all  the  SUte- 

logigt,  which  he  wished  he  oould  baye  papen  to  his  own  bouse  at  Low. Ley* 

finished ;  bw  most  of  his  papers  are  ton.      These   were  never  returned  to 

in  chaiaciers;  his  grandson  is  learning  Burleigh  hmi«e,    but  falling  into  th% 

to  decypher  them."     LeUer  from  Or.  hands  of  Mr.  Sirype,  he  published  th 

Samoel    Knight,  among  Cole's  MSS.  irtth  other  memorials  in  8  volt,  fbl.'' 
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^f  An  occarate  edition  of  Stow*§  Survey  of  London/* 
1720,  2  vols,  folio,  for  which  he  was  eighteen  years  col- 
lecting materials.  12.  **  Ecclesiastical  Memorials,"  1721, 
3  vols.  fol.  He-also  published  a  sermon  at  the  assis^es  at 
Hertford,  July  8,  1689;  and  some  other  single  sermons, 
in  1695,  161^9,  1707,  1711,  1724.  He  kept  an  exact  diary 
of  bis  own  life,  which  was  once  in  the  possession  of  Mr. 
Harris ;  and  six  volumes  of  his  literary  correspondence 
were  lately  in  the  possession  of  the  rev.  Mr.  Knight,  of  ^ 
Milton,  in  Cambridgeshire.  The  materials  for  many  of 
bis  works,  part  of  the  Lansdowne  library,  are  now  in  the 
British  Museum.  Dr.  Birch  observes,  that  *'  his  fidelity 
and  industry  will  always  give  a  value  to  his  numerous  writ- 
ings, however  destitute  of  the  graces,  and  even  uniformity 
of  style,  and  the  art  of  connecting  facts."  We  should  be 
sorry,  however,  to  see  the  simple  and  artless  style  of 
honest  Strype  exchanged  for  any  modernizing  improve- 
ments. There  is  a  charm  in  his  manner  which  seems  to 
bring  us  close  to  the  periods  of  which  he  is  writing,  and 
renders  his  irregular  and  sometimes  digressive  anecdotes^ 
extremely  interesting.  We  can  remember  the  time  when 
Strype's  works  were  much  neglected,  and  sold  for  little 
more  than  waste-paper ;  but  it  is  much  to  the  credit  of  the 
present  age,  that  they  have  now  risen  very  high  in  value, 
and  are  yet  purchased  with  eagerness.  A  new  edition  of 
his  life  of  Cranmer,  with  some  important  additions,  ha* 
lately  issued  from  the  Clarendon  press,  and  is  to  be  foU 
lowed  by  the  lives  of  the  other  archbishops,  and  his  **  An- 
.nals."' 

STUART,  ARABELLA.  See  ARABELLA, 
STUART  (Gilbert),  a  Scottish  historian,'  wks  born  at 
Edinburgh,  in  1742.  His  father,  Mr.  George  Stuart,  who 
died  in  1793,  was  professor  of  humanity  in  that  university, 
and  a  man  of  considerable  eminence  for  classical  taste  and 
literature.  Gilbert  Stuart,  having  made  the  usual  prepa^ 
rations  in  the  grammar-school  and  the  university,  applied 
himself  to  the  study  of  jurisprudence.  For  that  profession, 
however,  he  is  said  to  have  been  disqualified  by  indolence : 
and  he  early  began  to  indulge  his  passion  for  general  htera- 
ture,  and  boundless  dissipation.  Yet  his  youth  was  not 
wasted  altogether  in  idleness,   for  before  he  bad  completed 

I  Biof.  Brit.— Lvtont*!  b  ^JroHf  —  C«.\e»i  MS  AiKeott  m  Brit.  Mos.— Qcnt 
Mag.  LIV.  aod  LXI.  ^n^^"' 
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fais  tweoty-seooiiil  year,  be  published/' An  Historical  Dis* 
sertation  ooocerniug  the  Antiquity  of  the  British  Constitu- 
tion/' which  had  so  rouoh  merit  as  to  obtain  for  him  the 
<iegree  of  doctor  of  laws^  from  the  unWersity  of  Edinburgh. 
After  an  interval  of  some  years,  in  which  he  could  not  have 
neglected  bis  studies,  lie  produced,  2.  ^<  A  View  of  Society 
in  £urope,  iu  its  progress  from  rudeness  to  refinement ;  or 
inquiries  concerning  the  history  of  laws,  government,  and 
manners."  .  This  is  a  valuable  work,  and  proves  that  he 
had  meditated  with  much  attention  on  the  most  important 
monuments  of  the  middle  ages.  About  the  time  when  the 
first  edition  of  this  book  appeared.  Dr.  Stuart  applied  for 
the  professorship  of  public  law  in  the  university  of  Edin- 
bnrgh;  but  being  disappointed,  removed  soon  after  to 
London.  He  there  became  from  1768  to  1773,  one  of  the 
writers  of  the  Monthly  Review.  He  then  returned  to 
Edinburgh,  where  he  began  a  magazine  and  review,  called 
from  the  name  of  that  city,  the  first  number  of  which  ap- 
peared in  October  1773.  In  this  he  wi»  assisted  by  Wil- 
liam Smellie  (See  Smellie)  ;  but  owing  to  the  virulent 
spirit  displayed  by  the  writers,  it  was  obliged  to  be  discon-. 
tinued  in  1776.  In  1778  his  View  of  Society  was  repub- 
lished. In  1782  he  again  visited  London,  and  engaged  in 
the  Political  Herald,  and  the  English  Review ;  but  being 
attacked  by  two  formidable  disorders,  the  jaundice  and  the 
dropsy,  he  returned  by  sea  to  his  native  country,  where 
he  died,  in  his  father's  house,  August  13,  1786. 

The  other  works  of  Dr.,  Gilbert  Stuart  were,  3.  An  ano- 
nymous pamphlet  against  Dr.  Adam,  who  had  published  a 
Latin  grammar,  1772.  4.  ^*  Observations  concerning  the 
public  Law  and  Constitutional  History  of  Scotland,"  Edin- 
burgh, 1779,  8vo.  In  this  work  he  critically  examined  the 
preliminary  book  to  Dr.  Robertson's  History  of  Scotland. 
5.  <<  The  History  of  the  Establishment  of  the  Reformation 
of  Religion  in  Scotland,"  London,  1780,  4to,  a  work  com- 
mended for  the  easy  dignity  of  the  narrative,  and  for  the 
mone  extraordinary  virtue  of  strict  impartiality.  6.  ^'  The 
History  of  Scotland,"  from  the  establishment  of  the  refor- 
mation to' the  death  of  queen  Mary,  London,  1782,  2  vols. 
His  chief  purpose  ip  this  book  was  to  vindicate  the  cbarac- 
ter  of  diat  queen  ;  but  the  whole  is  well  written,  and  has 
been  very  generally  read  and  admired.  7.  He  also  revised 
and  published  ^'Sullivan's  Lectures  on  the  Constitution  of 
England."     This  was  about  1 774.    Dr.  Stuart  was  about  the 
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middle  size  and  justly  proportioned.    His  couDtenance  was 
mod^t  and  expressive,  sometimes  announcing  sentimenta 
of  glowing  friendship,  of  which  be  is  said  to  ha?e  beea 
truly  susceptible ;  at  others,  displaying  strong  indignatioa 
against  folly  and  vice,  which  be  bad  also  shewn  in  his  wri* 
tings.    With  all  bis  ardour  for  study,  he  yielded  to  the  love 
of  intemperance,  to  which,  notwithstanding  a  strong  con- 
stitution, he  fell  an  early  sacrifice.     His  talents  were  great» 
and  his  writings  useful;  yet  in  his  character  altogether 
there  appears  to  have  been  little  that  is  worthy  of  imitation^ 
He  is  painted  in  the  most  unfavourable  colours  by  Mr* 
Chalmers,  in  his  Life  of  Ruddiman,  who  says,  **  Such  waa 
Gilbert  Stuart^s  laxity  of  principle  as  a  man,  that  he  con* 
sidered  ingratitude  as.  one  of  the  most  venial  of  sins.     Sucb 
was  his  conceit  as  a  writer,  that  he  regarded  no  one^s  me* 
rits  but  his  own.     Such  were  his  disappointments,  both 
as  a  writer  and  a  man,  that  be  allowed  his  peevishness 
to  sour  into  malice ;  and  indulged  his  malevolence  till  il 
settled  in  corruption.''    If  this  character  be  not  too  harshly 
drawn,  it  is  impossible  that  much  should  be  alleged  in  its 
defence.^ 

STUART  (James),  a  celebrated  architect  and  lover  of 
classical  antiquity,  was  born  in  London,  in  1713.     His  pa-* 
rents  resided  in  Creed-lane,  Ludgate-street.     His  father, 
who  was  a  mariner,  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  his*  mo* 
ther  of  Wales.     Their  circumstances  were  very  narrow; 
but  they  were  honest  and  worthy  people,  and  gave  their 
son  the  best  education  in  their  power.     Mr.  Stuart,  who 
was  the  eldest  of  four  children,  was  left  utterly  unprovided 
for  when  his  father  died.     He  exhibited,  however,  at  a 
very  early  period  of  life,  the  dawnines  of  a  strong  imagi^ 
nation,  splendid  talents,  and  an  ardent  thirst  for  know- 
ledge.    By  whom  be  was  educated  we  have  no  account; 
but  drawing  and  painting  were  his  earliest  occupations; 
and  these  he  pursued  with  such  industry  and  perseverance, 
that,  while  yet  a  boy,  he  contributed  very  essentially  to 
the  support  of  his  widowed  mother  and  her  little  family,  by- 
designing  and  painting  fans  for  a  person  in  the  Strand.    He 
placed  one  of  his  sisters  under  the  care  of  this  person  as 
bis  sbop'^woman ;   and  be  continued,  for  many  years,  to 
pursue  the  same  q^Q^e  of  maintaining  the  rest  of  bis  family*  / 

»  Chaliners's  Life  of  p      ..^an.  P.  «89.— KerrN  Ufe  of  StneWe,  ▼•!.  t.  p.  393, 
^nd  499— D'Iii«cli%  o  '>JJ'?i  ;1»  of  Aulkgn. 
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NotwilbsUnding  tbe  great  pressure  of  such  a  charge, 
and  tbe  many  temptations  to  dissipation,  which  are  too  apt 
to  attract  a  young  man  of  lively  genius  and  extensive  ta- 
lents, Mr.  Stuart  employed  the  greatest  part  of  bis  time  in 
such  studies  as  tended  to  perfect  himself  in  the  art-  be 
loved.     He  acquired  a  very  accurate  knowledge  of  ana- 
tomy ;  he  became  a  correct  draughtsman,  and  rendered 
himself  master  of  geometry,  and  all  the  branches  of  the 
mathematics,   so  necessary  to  form  the  mind  of  a  good 
painter  :  and  it  is  no  less  extraordinary  than  true,  that  ne- 
cessity and  application  were  his  only  instructors.     He  has 
often  confessed,  that  he  was  6rst  led  into  the  obligation  of 
atudying  the  Latin  language,  by  a  desire  to  understand 
what  was  written  under  prints,  published  after  pietures  of 
the  uncient  masters. 

As  his  years  increased,  knowledge  attended  llieirpro-^ 
gress  :  he  acquired  a  great  proficiency  in  the  Gre^k  lan- 
guage ;  and  his  unparalleled  strength  of  mind  carried  hilnf 
into  a  familiar  association  with  most  of  the  sciences,  and 
principally  that  of  architecture.  His  stature  was  of  the 
middle  size,  but  athletic.  He  possessed  a  robust  oonati-P 
totion,  invincible  courage,  and  inflexible  perseverance. 
Of  this  the  following  fact  is  a  proof:  a  wen,  in  his  fore* 
bead,  had  grown  to  an  inconvenient  siie ;  and,  one  day, 
being  in  conversation  with  a  surgeon,  he  asked  him  how  it 
could  be  removed.  Tbe  surgeon  acquainted  him  with  the 
length  of  the  process ;  to  which  Mr.  Stuart  objected,  on 
account  of  the  interruption  of  his  pursuits,  and  asked 
whether  he  could  not  cut  it  out,  and  then  it  would  be  only 
necessary  to  heal  the^  part.  The  surgeon  replied  in  tbe 
affirmative,  bufr  mentioned  the  very  excruciating  pain  and 
danger  of  such  an  operation.  Mr.  Stuart,  after  a  minute's 
reflection,  threw  himself  back  in  his  chair,  and  said,  *^  I 
will  sit  still;  do  it  now.*'  The  operation  was  performed 
with  success. — With  such  qualifications,  although  yet 
almost  in  penury,  he  conceived  the  design  of  visiting  Rome 
and  Athens ;  but  the  ties  of  filial  and  fraternal  affection 
induced  him  to  postpone  his  journey,  till  he  could  insure 
a  certain  provision  for  his  mother,  and  his  brother  and  se- 
cond sister.  His  mother  died  :  he  was  soon  after  enabled 
to  place  his  brother  and  sister  in  a  situation  that  was  likely 
to  produce  them  a  comfortable  support;  and  then,  with  a 
very  scanty  pittance  in  his  pocket,  he  set  out  on  foot  for 
Home ;    and  thus  he  performed  the  greatest  part  of  his 
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journey ;  tratelliog  through  Holland^  France,  &c.  and 
utopping  through  necessity  at  Paris,  and  several  other 
places  in  his  way,  where,  by  his  ingenuity  as  an  artist,  he 
procured  some  moderate  supplies,  towards  prosecuting  the 
rest  of  his  journey.  When  arrived  at  Rome,  he  sopn 
formed  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Nicholas  Revett, 
an  eminent  painter  and  architect.  From  this  gentleman 
Mr.  Stuart  first  caught  his  ideas  of  that  science,  in  which 
(quitting  the  profession  of  a  painter)  he  afterward  made 
such  a  conspicuous  figure.  During  his  residence  at  Rome, 
he  studied  architecture  and  fortification  ;  and  in  1748  thej 
jointly  circulated  '^Proposals  for  publishing  an  authentic 
description  of  Athens,  &c."  For  that  purpose,  they  quitted 
Rome  in  March  1750,  but  did  not  reach  Athens  till  March 
1751,  where,  in  about  two  months,  they  were  met  by  Mr. 
Wood  and  Mr.  Dawkins,  whose  admiration  of  bis  great 
qualities  and  wonderful  perseverance  secured  to  him  their 
patronage.  Dawkins  was  glad  to  encourage  a  brother  in 
scientific  investigation,  who  possessed  equal  ardour  with 
himself,  but  very  unequal  resources  for  prosecuting  thos^ 
inquiries  in  which  they  were  both  engaged ;  having  at  the 
same  time  so  much  similarity  of  disposition,  and  ardour  of 
pursuit.  During  his  residence  at  Athens  Mr.  Stuart  be- 
came a  master  of  architecture  and  fortification ;  and  having 
no  limits  to  which  his  mind  would  be  restricted,  he  engaged 
in  the  army  of  the  queen  of  Hungary,  where  he  served  a 
campaign  voluntarily,  as  chief  engineer.  On  his  return  to^ 
Athens,  he  applied  himself  more  closely  to  make  drawings, 
and  take  the  exact  measurements  of  the  Athenian  architec- 
ture. He  left  Athens  in  1753,  still  accompanied  by  his 
friend  Revett ;  and  after  vbiting  Thessalonica,  Smyrna, 
and  the  islands  of  the  Archipelago,  arrived  in  England  in 
the  beginning  of  1755.  The  result  of  their  classical  la- 
bours was  the  appearance,  in  1762,  of  the  first  volume  in 
folio  of  *^  The  Antiquities;  of  Athens  measured,  and  deli- 
neated, by  James  Stuart,  F.R.S.  and  S.A.  and  Nicholas 
Revett,  painters  and  architects.'*  This  work  is  a  very  va- 
luable acquisition  to  the  lovers  of  antiquities  and  the  fine 
art^,  and  is  a  proper  companion  to  the  noble  descriptions 
of  Palmyra  and  Balbec,  by  Mr.  Dawkins  and  Mr.  Wood, 
by  whom  the  two  ar^sts  were  early  encouraged  in  the  pro- 
secution of  a  design  so  worthy  of  the  most  distinguished 
patronage.  To  this  vvbrk,  and  the  long  walk  which  the 
author  performed  tg  cot»lP^^^  ^^>  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  indebted  for 
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the  name  of  the  Athenian  Stuart^  uniTersallj  decreed  to 
bim  by  tlie  learned  of  this  country. 

Upon  his  return  to  England,  Mr.  Stuart  was  received 
into  the  late  Mr.  Dawkins's  family  ;  and,  among  the  many 
patrons  which  the  report  of  his  extraordinary  qualifications 
acquired  him,  the  first  lord  Anson  led  him  forward  to  the 
reward  most  judiciously  calculated  to  suit  his  talents  and 
pursuits.  It  was  by  his  lordship's  appointment  that  Mr. 
Stuart  became  surveyor  to  Greenwich  hospital,  which  he 
held  till  the  day  of  his  death  with  universal  approbation. 
He  likewise  constantly  received  the  notice  and  esteem  of 
the  marquis  of  Rockingham,  and  of  the  princ5ipal  nobility 
and  gentry  of  taste  and  power.  Besides  his  appointment 
at  Greenwich  hospital,  all  the  additions  and  rebuilding  of 
that  part  which  was  destroyed  by  the  fire  there,  were  con- 
tlucted  under  his  direction.  He  likewise  built  several 
houses  in  London ;  Mr.  Anson's  in  St.  James's-square,  Mrs. 
Montague's  in  Portman-square,  jcc. 

In  whatever  new  project  he  engaged,  be  pursued  it  with 
such  avidity,  that  he  seldom  quitted  it  while  there  was  any 
thing  further  to  be  learned  or  understood  from  it.  Thus  he 
rendered  himself  skilful  in  the  art  of  engraving,  and  of 
sculpture ;  and  his  enthusiastic  love  for  antique  elegance 
made  him  also  an  adept  in  all  the  remote  researches  of  an 
antiquary.  But  in  this  display  of  his  talents,  a  just  tribute 
to  bis  memory  as  a  man  must  not  be  forgotten.  Those 
who  knew  him  intimately,  and  bad  opportunities  of  re- 
marking the  nobleness  of  bis  soul,  will  join  in  claiming  for 
him  the  title  df  Citizen  of  the  World ;  and,  if  be  could  be 
charged  with  possessing  any  partiality,  it  was  to  merit,  in 
whomsoever  he  found  it. 

Mr.  Stuart  was  twice  married ;  first  in  1760,  to  his  bouse* 

.  keeper,  a  very  worthy  woman,  by  whom  he  had  a  son,  who 

died  an  infiint ;  his  second  wife,  who  survived  hiift,  was  the 

daughter  of  Mr.  Blackstone,  a  ftirmer  in  Kent ;  and  to  this 

lady,  who  was  very  young,  he  was  united  at  the  age  of 

sixty,  seven.     By  her  he  had  four  children ;  one  of  whom 

a  boy  was  the  very  image  and  transcript  of  himself,  both  in 

body  and  mind.     He  exhibited  an  astonishing  genius  for 

drawing,  even  before  he  was  three  years  odd,  and  would 

imitate  with  pen,  or  pencil,  any  thing  that  he  saw  lying  on 

^his  father's  table.     This  child  (the  darling  of  bis  fother) 

""died  of  the  smalUpox  toward  the  end  of  1787.   Mr.  Stuart's 

health  was  observed  to  decline  very  rapidly  from  that  time. 
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Me  expired,  at  his  house,  in  Leicester-square,  on  the  2d  of 
February,  1788,  in  the  seventy-sixth  year  of  his  age,  and 
and  was  buried  in  a  vault  of  the  church  of  St.  Martinis  in 
the  Fields.  Two  volumes  of  his  great  work,  "The  Anti- 
quities of  Athens,"  have  been  published  since  his  death ; 
the  2d  in  1790,  the  3d  in  1794 :  the  former  by  Mr.  New- 
ton, the  latter  by  Mr.  Revely.  A  fourth  volume,  containing 
a  great  many  plates,  has  just  been  published  under  the 
superintendance  of  Mr. Taylor,  of  the  architectural  library, 
Holborn.' 

STUBBE  (Henry),  an  English  writer  of  uncommon 
parts  and  Ic^arning,  and  very  celebrated  in  his  day,  was 
born  at  Partney,  near  Spilsbye  in  Lincolnshire,  Feb.  28, 
1631.     His  father  was  a  minister,  and  lived  at  Spilsbye; 
but  being  inclined  to  be  an  anabaptist,  and  forced  to  leave 
that  place,  he  went  with  his  wife  and  children  into  Ire- 
land.    Upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion  there  in 
1641,  the  mother  fled  with  her  son  Henry  into  England; 
and,  landing  at  Liverpool,   went  on  foot  from  thence  to 
London,  where  she  gained  a  comfortable  subsistence  by 
her  needle,  and  sent  her  son  Henry,  being  then  ten  years 
of  age,  to  Westminster-school.  ,   There  Dr.  Busby,  the 
master,  was  so  struck  with  the  surprising  parts  of  the  boy, 
that  he  shewed  him  niore  than  ordinary  favour;  and  re- 
commended him  to  the  notice  of  sir  Henry  Vane,  junior, 
who  one  day  came  accidentally  into  the  school.    Sir  Henry 
took  a  fancy  to  him,  and  frequently  relieved  him  with  mo- 
ney, and  gave  him  the  liberty  of  resorting  to  bis  bouse, 
"  to  fill  that  belly,"  says  Stubbe,  "  which  otherwise  had 
no  sustenance  but  what  one  penny  could  purchase  for  his 
dinner,  and  which  had  no  breakfast  except  he  got  it  by 
making  somebody's  exercise.**     He  says  this  in  the  pre- 
face to  his  ^'  Epistolary  Discourse  concerning  Phleboto- 
my ;**  where  many  other  particulars  of  his  life,  mentioned 
by  Mr.  Wood,  and  here  recorded,  are  lalso  to  be  found. 
Soon  after  he  was  admitted  on  the  foundation,  and  his 
master,  in  consideration  of  his  great  progress  in  learning, 
gave  him  additional  assistance  in  books  and  other  neces- 
saries. 

In  1649,  he  was  elected  student  of  Christ-church  in  Ox- 
ford ;  where,  shewing  himself  too  forward,  saucy,  and  con- 
ceited, he  was,  as  Mr.  Wood  relates,  often  kicked  and 

'  Nichc»l|>-  5oiOrer.^-Ufe  preftx«d  to  toK  IV. 
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beaten.  However,  through  the  interest  of  bis  patron,  dcf 
was  certainly  of  no  small  consequence ;  for  the  oath,  called 
the  Engagement,  being  framed  by  the  parliament  that 
same  year,  was  some  time  after  sent  down  to  the  university 
by  him;  and  he  procured  some  to  be  turned  out,  and 
others  to  be  spared,  according  as  he  was  influenced  by  af« 
fection  or  dislike.  While  he  continued  an  under-graduate, 
it  was  usual  with  him  to  discourse  in  the  public  schools 
Tery  fluently  in  Greek,  which  conveys  no  small  idea  of  his 
learning.  After  he  had  taken  a  bachelor  of  aru  degree,  be 
went  into  Scotland,  and  served  in  the  parliament  army  there 
from  1653  to  1655  :  then  be  returned  to  Oxford,  and  took 
a  master^s  degree  in  1656;  and,  at  the  motion  of  Dr. 
Owen,  was  in  1657  made  second-keeper  of  the  Bodleiart 
library,  under  Dr.  Barlow.  He  made  great  use  and  ad* 
vantage  of  this  post  for  the  assistance  of  bis  studies,  and 
held  it  till  1659;  when  be  was  removed  from  it^as  well  as 
from  his  place  of  student  of  Christ  church;  for  he  pub- 
lished the  same  year,  ^^  A  Vindication ''  of  bis  patron  sir 
Henry  Vane ;  *^  An  Essay  on  the  good  Oid  Cause;*'  and  a 
piece,  entitled  '*  Light  shining  out  of  Darkness,  with  aa 
Apology  for  the  Quakers,''  in  which  be  reflected  upon  the 
clergy  and  the  universities. 

Aft^r  his  ejection,  he  retired  to  Stratford  upon  Avon  io 
Warwickshire,  in  order  to  practise  physic,  which  be  had 
studied  some  years ;  and  upon  the  Restoration  applied  to 
Dr.  Morley,  soon  after  bishop  of  Winchester,  for  protectioQ 
in  his  retirement  He  assured  him  of  an  inviolable  passive 
obedience,  which  was  all  he  could  or  would  pay,  till  the 
covenant  was  renounced ;  and,  upon  the  re-establishment 
of  episcopacy,  received  confirmation  from  the  bands  of  his 
diocesan.  In  1661,  he  went  to  Jamaica,  being  honoured 
with  the  title  of  his  majesty's  physician  for  that  island ; 
but  the  climate  not  agreeing  with  him,  be  returned  and 
settled  at  Stratford.  Afterwards  he  removed  to  Warwick, 
where  he  gained  very  considerable  practice,  as  likewise  at 
Bath,  which  he  frequented  in  the  summer  season.  He  did 
not|  however,  apply  so  closely  to  the  business  of  his  pro- 
fession, as  to  neglect  every  thing  else:  on  the  contrary,  he 
was  ever  attentive  to  the  transactions  of  the  literary  world, 
and  was  often  a  principal  p^tiy  concerned.  Before  the 
Restoration,  he  had  joined  Mr.  Hobbes,  with  whom  be  was 
intimately  acquainted,  against  Dr.  Wallis,  and  other  ma- 
thematicians; and  bad  published  a  very  smart  tract  or  two 
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Sn  that  controTersy,  in  which  he  was  regarded  atf  second  to 
Hdbbes.  After  the  Restoration,  he  was  engaged  in  a  con- 
tfov^eriy  with  some  members  of  the  Royal  Society^  or  ra£her 
with  the  Royal  Society  iis(elf ;  in  which,  far  from  being  it 
second,  he  was  now  a  principal,  and  indeed  alone. 

The  Royal  Society  had  from  its  £rst  institution,  alarmed 
the  zealous  admirers  of  the  old  philosophy,  who  affected  to 
represent  the  views  of  many  of  its  members  to  be  the  de- 
struction, not  only  of  true  learning,  bgt  even  of  religion 
itself.  This  gave  occasion  to  Dr.  Sprat's  <<  history  of  the 
Royal  Society**  in  1667,  and  to  a  discourse  by  Mr.  Glan- 
▼ill  in  1668,  under  the  title  of  **  Plus  ultra,  or,  the  .progress 
and  advancement  of  Knowledge  since  the  days  of  Aristotle, 
in  an  account  of  some  of  the  most  remarkable  late  imo- 
proveooents  of  practical  useful  learni^g,  to  encourage  phi^ 
losophical  end€»tvours.*'  Mr.  Stubbjk  attacked  both  these 
works  with  great  warmth  and  severity,  yet  with  prodigious 
acttteuess  and  learning,  in  a  4to  volume,  entitled,  <*  Le^ 
gends  no  history,  or  a  specimen  of  some  animadversions 
upon  the  History  of  the  Royal  Society ;  together  with  th^ 
Plus  ultra  of  Mr.  Glanvill,  reduced  to  a  Non  plus,  ]6?0.'' 
In  this  book  he  eharges  the  members  of  the  Royal  Society 
with  intentions  to  bring  cotitempt  upon  ancient  and  solid 
learning,  especially  the  Aristotelian  philosophy,  to  under- 
mine the  universities,  to  destroy  the  established  religion, 
and  even  to  introduce  popery.  This  laid  the  foundation 
of  a  controversy,  which  was  carried  on  with  asperity  for 
some  time(  and  Stubbe  wrote  several  pieces  to  support  his 
allegations.  He  was  encouraged  in  this  affair  by  Dr.  Fell| 
who  was  no  admirer  of  the  Royal  Society ;  and  he  niade 
himself  so  obnoxious  to  that  body,  that,  as  he  himself  in- 
forms us,  **  they  threatened  to  write  his  life." 

The  writings  of  Mr.  Stubbe,  though  his  lifo  was  no  long 
one,  were  extremely  numerous,  and  upon  various  subjects. 
Those  which  he  published  before  the  Restoration  were 
against  monarchy,  ministers,  universities,  churches,  and 
every  thing  which  was  dear  to  the  royalists  (  yet  he  did 
this  more  to  please  and  serve  his  friend  and  patron  sir 
Henry  Vane,  than  out  of  principle,  or  attachment  to  a 
party  :  and  when  his  antagonists  insulted  him  for  changing 
his  tone  afterwards,  he  made  no  scruple  at  all  to  contess 
it :  "  My  youih^'*  says  he,  "  and  other  circumstances,  in- 
capacitated me  from  rendering  him  any  great  services ;  but 
all  that  I  xlid,  and  all  ^b^^  ^  wrote,  bad  no  other  aim  :  nor 
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4o  I  care  tovr  mncli  any  man  can  inodiate  my  fomer  writ-^ 
ings,  so  long  as  they  were  subservient  to  him."  "The 
troth  is,  and  all/'  says  Wood,  "who  knew  bim  in  OxfoMl^ 
knew  this  of  bim  for  certain,  that  be  was  no  frequenter  of 
conventicles,  no  taker  of  the  covenant  or  engagement,  no 
eontractor  of  acquaintance  with  notorious  sectaries ;  that 
he  neither  enriched  nor  otherwise  advanc^  himself  doriog 
the  late  troubles,  nor  shared  the  common  odium,  and  dan* 
gers,  or  prosperity  of  his  benefactor.*'  On  this  account  be 
easily  made  his  peace  with  the  royalists,  after  the  Restora* 
tion :  yet  not,  as  it  should  seem,  without  some  overt  acta 
en  his  part,  for,  besides  conforming  entirely  to  the  church 
of  England,  he  wrote  a  small  piece  againat  Harrington's 
•*  Oceana,"  in  1660 ;  which,  in  the  pre&ce  to  "The  good 
old  Cause,"  printed  in  1659,  he  had  extolled,  ^'^as  if," 
•ays  Wood,  ''it  were  the  pattern  in  the  moant."  By  these 
means  he  made  amends  for  all  the  offence  he  had  given  : 
^  I  have  at  length,"  says  be,  '^  removed  all  the  umbrages 
I  ever  lay  under ;  I  have  joined  myself  to  the  church  of 
England,  not  only  on  account  of  its  being  publicly  in. 
posed  (which  in  things  indifferent  is  no  small  oonsidera* 
tion,  as  I  learned  from  the  Scottish  trmnsactions  at  Perth ;) 
but  because  it  is  the  least  defining,  and  consequently  the 
most  comprehensive  and  fitting  to  be  national." 

After  a  life  of  almost  perpetual  war  and  conflict  in  va- 
rious ways,  this  extraordinary  man  came  to  an  untia>elj 
end  :  yet  not  from  any  contrivance  or  designs  of  his  ene- 
mies, although  his  impetuous  and  furious  zeal  hurried  him 
to  say  that  they  often  pot  him  in  fear  of  his  life.  Being  at 
Bath  in  the  summer  season,  he  had  a  call  from  thence  to  a 
patient  at  Bristol ;  and  whether  because  it  was  desired,  or 
from  the  excessive  beat  of  the  weather,  he  set  out  in  the 
evening,  and  went  a  by-way.  Mr.  Wood  says  that  <*  his 
head  was  then  intoxicated  with  bibbing,  but  more  with 
talking  and  snuffing  of  powder :"  be  that  as  it  may,  he  was 
i^rowned  in  passing^  a  river  about  two  miles  from  Bath,  on 
the  12th  of  July,  1676.  His  body  uras  taken  up  the  next 
morning,  and  the  day  after  buried  in  the  great  chorch  at 
Bath ;  when  his  old  antagonist  Glanvill,  who  was  the  rec- 
tor, preached  hb  funeral  sermon ;  but,  as  it  is  natural  to 
imagine,  without  saying  much  in  his  favour.  Sooii  after,  a 
physician  of  that  place  made  the  following  epiti^b,  whidi, 
though  never  put  over  him,  deserves  to  be  recorded : 
^  MemorisB  sacrum.    Post  varies  casuB,  et  ow^a  rerum 
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'discriminay  taaden  bic  quiescunt  nortalUatU  exuvie  Hen- 
rici  Stubbe,  medici  Warwicensis,  quondam  ex  aede  Christi 
OxoDiensisy  rei  medice,  histoncffi,  ac  matbematicsB  peritia- 
aimi,  judicii  vivi,  &  librorum  belluonis :  qui,  quum  multa 
scripserat,  &  plures  sanaverat,  aliorum  saluti  sedulo  pro- 
apicieosy  propriam  neglexit.  Obiit  aqais  frigidissuffocatus, 
12die  Julii,  A.D.  1675." 

Wood  was  contemporary  with  Stubbe  at  Oxford,  and 
has  giveo  him  this  character :  that,  ^^  he  was  a  person  of 
most  admirable  parts,  atul  had  a  most  prodigious  memory; 
was  the  most  noted  Latinist  and  Grecian  of  his  age ;  was 
a  singular  mathematician,  and  thoroughly  read  in  all  poli- 
tical matters,  councils,  ecclesiastical  and  profane  histories ; 
had  a  voluble  tongue,  and  seldom  hesitated  either  in  pub* 
lie  disputes  or  comfuon  discourse ;  had  a  voice  big  and  ma- 
gisterial, and  a  mind  equal  to  it ;  was  of  an  high  generous 
*  nature,  scorned  money  and  riches,  and  the  adorers  of  them ; 
was  accounted  a  very  good  physician,  and  excellent  in  the 
things  belonging  to  that  profession^  as  botany,  anatomy, 
and  chemistry.  Yet,  n:itb  all  th^se  noble^  accomplishmeutSi 
he  was  extremely  rash  and  imprudent,  and  even  wanted 
common  discretion.  He  was  a  very  bold  man,  uttered 
.  any  thing  that  came  into  his  mind,  not  only  among  his 
companions,  but  in  public  coffee-houses,  of  which  he  was 
a  great  frequenter  :  and  would  often  speak  freely  of  per* 
SODS  then  present,  for  which  he  used  to  be  threatened  with 
kicking  and  beating.  He  bad  a  hot  and  restless  head,  his 
hair  being  carrot-coloured,  and  was  ever  ready  to  un« 
dergo  any  enterprise,  which  was  the  chief  reason  that 
macerated  his  body  almost  to  a  skeleton.  He  was  also  a 
person  of  no  fixed  principles ;  and  whether  he  believed 
those  things  which  every  good  Christian  doth,  is  not  for  me 
to  resolve.  Had  he  been  endowed  with  common  sobriety 
and  discretion,  and  not  have  made  himself  and  his  learning 
mercenary  and  cheap  to  every  ordinary  and  ignorant  fellow, 
he  would  have  been  admired  by  all,  and  might  have  picked 
and  chused  his  preferment ;  but  all  these  things  being  want- 
ing, he  became  a  ridicule,  and  undervalued  by  sober  and 
knowing  scholars,  and  others  too.'* ' 

STUBBS  (Gborob),  a  celebrated  anatomist  and  painter 
of  animals,  was  born  at  Liverpool  in  1724,  and  at  the  age 
of  thirty  went  to  Rome  for  improvement  in  his  studies,  but 
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why  is  not  easily  accQMnled  for;    London  was  the  bett 
theatre  to  exercise  his  talents  for  the  dissection  and  the 
portraiture  of  animals,  of  horses  (which  he  chiefly  excelled 
in)  especially,  and  in  London  he  fixed  his  residence.  That 
his  skill  in  comparative  anatomy  never  suggested  to  him 
the  propriety  of  style  in  fornu,  if  it  were  not  eminently 
proved  by  his  Phaeton  with  the  Horses  of  the  Sun,  would 
be  evident  from  all  his  other  figures,  which,  when  human, 
are  seldom  more  than  the  attendants  of  some  animal,  whibt 
the  style  of  the  aniqials  themselves  depended  entirely  on 
the  individual  before  him  :  his  tiger  for  grandeur  has  never 
been  equalled ;  his  lions  are  to  those  of  Rubens  what  jack- 
als are  to  lions;  but  none  ever  did  greater  justice  to  the 
peculiar  structure  of  that  artificial  animal,  the  race  courser, 
and  to  all  the  mysteries  of  turf- tactics,,  though,  unfortu- 
nately for  the  artist,  they  depend  more  on  the  fac-similitt's 
precision  than  the  painter^s  spirit.     Stubbs  was  perhaps 
the  first  who  painted  in  enamel  on  a  large  scale.     He  was 
an  associate  of  the  Royal  Academy,  and  died  in  1806.  He 
published  a  work,  completed  in  17r.6,  under  the  title  of 
*'  The  Anatomy  of  the  Horse ;  including  a  particular  de- 
scription of  the  bones,  cartilages,  muscles,  fascias,  liga- 
ments, nerves,  arteries,  veins,  and  glands;    in  eighteen 
tables  from  nature  */'  and  before  his  death  three  numbers 
of  another  work,  which  was  to  have  consisted  of  six,  en- 
titled *^  A  Comparative  Anatomical  Exposition  of  the  struc- 
ture of  the  Human  Body  with  that  of  a  Tiger  and  a  common 
Fowl,  in  thirty  tables.''  * 

STUBBS,  or  STUBBE  (John),  a  learned  lawyer  in 
queen  Elizabeth's  reign,  was  born  about  1541,  and  is  said 
by  Mr.  Strype  to  have  been  a  member  of  Corpus  Christi 
college,  Cambridge.  He  removed  thence  to  Lincoln's-inn 
for  the  study  of  the  law,  and  contracted  an  acquaintance 
with  the  most  learned  and  ingenious  men  of  that  society. 
He  became  a  puritan  in  consequence,  as  some  suppose,  of 
his  connection  with  the  celebrated  Thomas  Cartwright, 
who  had  married  his  sister.  About  1579,  when  the  report 
of  the  queen^s  intended  marriage  with  the  duke  of  Anjou, 
brother  to  the  king  of  France,  had  created  an  extraordinary 
alarm,  lest  such  a  match  should  eventually  be  injurious  to 
the  Protestant  establishment,  Mr.  Stubbs  published  a  sati- 
rical work  against  it,  entitled  *^  The  Discovery  of  a  gaping 
gulph  wherein   England  is  like  to  be  swallowed  up  bj 
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another  French  marriage/'  &c.  This  highly  incensed  the 
queen,  whose  passions  had  always  much  sway  over  her 
actions,  and  too  much  over  her  ministers,  and  she  imme- 
diately issued  out  a  proclamation  against  it;  and  the  author 
and  printer,  or  bookseller,  being  discovered,  they  were 
soon  apprehended,  and  sentence  given  against  them,  that 
their  right  hands  should  be  cut  off,  according  to  an  act  of 
Philip  and  Mary,  <*  against  the  authors  and '  publishers  of 
seditious  writings/'  When  Stubbs  came  to  receive  his 
punbhment,  which  was  inflicted  with  great  barbarity, 
with  a  butcher's  knife  and  mallet,  he  immediately  took  off 
his  hat  with  his  left  hand,  and  cried  ^^  God  save  the 
queen  !" 

In  this  suffering  Stubbs  had  the  sympathy  of  the  people, 
and  did  not  lose  the  regard  of  those  who  had  previously 
known  his  learning  and  talents,  and  who  probably  thought 
little  of  an  offence  that  proceeded  from  his  zeal  for  the  re- 
formation, and  evidently  from  no  principle  of  disloyalty. 
A  very  few  years  afterwards  he  was  employed  by  the  lord 
treasurer,  to  answer  cardinal  Allen's  <<  Defence  of  the 
English  Catholics;"  a  task  whioh  he  executed  with  ac- 
knowledged ability.  Several  letters  of  Stubbs,  addressed 
to  the  lord  treasurer  and  his  secretary  Hickes,  are  pre- 
served in  the  Burghley -papers,  now  in  the  British  Museum; 
and  most  of  them  having  been  written  with  his  left-band,  he 
usually,  in  allusion  to  the  loss  of  his  right,  signed  himself 
Scava.  Whether  his  answer  to  Allen  was  ever  published 
itf  uncertain  ;  but  he  translated  Beza's  meditations  on  the 
first  Psalm,  and  the  seven  penitential  Psalms,  from  the 
French,  which  he  dedicated  to  lady  Anne  Bacon,  wifp  of 
sir  Nicholas  Bacon.  The  dedication  is  dated  from  Thel- 
veton  in  Norfolk,  where  he  appears  to  have  taken  up  his 
residence.  May  31,  1582,  and  it  is  signed  ^JohnStubbe, 
Sceva."  It  is  said  that  Stubbs  was  afterwards  a  commander 
in  the  army  in  Ireland,  but  we  have  no  farther  account  of 
him,  or  any  notice  of  his  death.  Wood  is  of  opinion,  that 
he  was  either  father  or  brother  to  Philip  Stubbs,  author  of 
^  The  Anatomy  of  Abuses,"  and  other  works  against  the 
vices  and  abuses  of  his  time.  This  man,  who  was  notin 
orders,  although  all  his  publications  are  such  as  might  have 
been  expected  from  a  divine,  lived  about  the  same  time 
with  John  Stubbs  *  but  Wood's  account  of  him  is  im- 
perfect * 

>  Matter**  Hist,  of  r>        n  C.—Churtoo'*  YjSa  ot  IJomeU  -^Irype'i  Ufe  ol 
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STUCKIUS  (JoHN-WiLUAM),  a  celebrated  writer  to- 
wards the  end  of  the  sixteenth  century^  was  born  at  Zurich. 
He  acquired  great  honour  by  his  works,  pariicuiarly 
by  his  treatise  *^  On  the  Feasts  of  the  Ancients/* 
Which  is  very  curious,  and  may  be  found  with  his  i^ork* 
on  antiquity,  Ley  den,  161^5,  2  vols,  folio.  He  died  in 
1607.  Stuckius  aliK)  wrote  sonne  good  Commentaries  on 
Arrian;  and  a  parallel  between  Charlemagne  and  Henry  IV* 
•ntitled  *^  Carolus  Magnus  redivivus,'*  4to. ' 

STUKELEY  (William),  an  antiquary  of  much  celebrity, 
descended  from  an  antient  family*  in  Lincolnshire,  wasbora 
at  Uolbech  in  that  county,  November?,  1687.  After  hav- 
ing had  th%  first  part  of  his  education  at  the  free  school  of 
that  place,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Edward  Kel^al,  he  was 
admitted  into  Bene't-coUege  in  Cambridge,  Nov.  7,  1703, 
under  the  tuition  of  Mr.  Thomas  Fawceit,  and  chosen  a 
scholar  there  in  April  following.  While  an  under-graduate, 
be  often  indulged  a  strong  propensity  for  drawing  and  de- 
signing; and  began  to  form  a  collection  of  antiquarian 
books.  He  made  physic,  however,  his  principal  study,  and 
with  that  view  took  frequent  perambulations  through  the, 
neighbouring  country,  with  the  famous  Dr.  Hales,  Dr.  John 
Gray  of  Canterbury,  and  others,  in  search  of  plants ;  and 
Qiadie  great  additions  to  Ray's  ^^  Catalogu»Plantarum  circa 
Cantabrigiam ;"  which,  with  a  map  of  the  county,  be  was 
solicited  to  print;  but  his  father's  death,  and  various  do- 
mestic avocations,  prevented  it.  He  studied  anatomy  under 
Mr.  Rolfe  tlie  surgeon  ;  attended  the  chemical  lectures,  of 
signor  Vigani ;  and  taking  the  degree  of  M.  B.  in  1709, 
made  himself  acquainted  with  the  practical  part  of  medicine 
under  the  great  Dr.  Mead  at  St.  Thomas's  hospital.  He 
first  began  to  practise  at  Boston  in  his  native  county,  where 
be  strongly  recommended  the  chalybeate  waters  of  Stanfield 
near  Folkingbam.  In  1717  he  removed  to  London,  where, 
on  the  recommendation  of  his  friend  Dr.  Mead,^he  was  soon 
after  elected  F.  K.  S.  and  was  one  of  the  first  who  revived 
that  of  the  Antiquaries  in  1713,  to  which  last  he  was  secre- 
tary for  many  years  during  his  residence  in  town.  He  was 
also  one  of  the  earliest  members  of  the  Spalding  society. 

*  Melchior  Adam. — Freberi  Theatrum. — Moreri. 
*  His  father,  John,  was  of  the  fa-     Bullen,  of  Wetion,  Lincolnsbire,  de- 
mily  of  Uie  Siukfleyt,  lords  of  Qreat     scended  from  the  sftme  anceftort  with 
Stukcley,  near  Huntingdon.     Uis  mo-     Anne  Bulkn. 
tber,    FraDces,    daughter  of    Robert 
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HjB  took  the  degree  of  M.  D.  at  Cambridge  in  1719,  and 
was  adiniiteJ  a  fellow  of  tbe  College  of  PhysicUns  in  the 
.year  follov^ing,  about  wbicb  time  (1720)  be  published  an 
account  of**  Arthur's  Oon*'  in  Scotland,  and  of  *^  Graham's 
d}ke/*  with  plates,  4to.  In  the  year  1722,  he  was  appointed 
to  read  the  Gulstonian  Lecture,  in  which  he  gave  a  de- 
scription and  history  of  the  spleen,  and  printed  it  in  folio^ 
1 723,  together  with  some  anatoniical  observations  on  the  dis« 
section  of  an  elephant,  and  nMiny  plates  coloured  in  imitation 
of  nature.  Conceiving  that  there  were  some  remains  of  the 
Eleusiiiian  mysteries  in  free-maaonry,  he  gratified  his  cu- 
riosity, and  was  constituted  master  of  a  lodge  (1723),  to 
which  he  presented  an  account  of  a  Roman  amphitheatre 
at  Dorchester,  in  4to.  After  having  been  one  of  the  cen-» 
sors  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  of  the  council  of  the 
Boyal  Society,  and  of  the  committee  to  examine  into  the 
condition  of  the  astronomical  instruments  of  the  Royal  Ob** 
servatory  of.  Greenwich,  he  left  London  in  1726,  and  re- 
tired to  Grantham  in  Lincolnshire,  where  he  soon  came 
into  great  request  '  The  dukes  of  Ancaster  and  Rutland^ 
the  families  of  Tyrcounel,  Cust,  &c.  &c.  and  most  of  the 
principal  families  in  the  country,  were  glad  to  take  his  ad- 
vice. During  his  residence  here,  he  declined  an  invitation 
from  Algernon  earl  of  Hertford,  to  settle  as  a  physician  at 
Marlborough,  and  another  to  succeed  Dr.  Hunter  at  New- 
ark. In  1728  he  married  Frances  daughter  of  Robert  Wil- 
liamson, esq.  of  AUington,  near  Grantham,  a  lady  of  good 
family  and  fortune.  He  was  greatly  afflicted  with  the  gout, 
which  used  generally  to  confine  him  during  the  winter 
months.  On  this  account,  for  the  recovery  of  his  healthy 
it  was  customary  with  him  to  take  several  journeys  in  the 
spring,  in  which  he  indulged  his  innate  love  of  antiqui* 
ties,  by  tracing  out  the  footsteps  of  Caesar's  expedition  ih 
this  island,  his  camps,  stations,  &c.  The  fruit  of  bis  more 
distant  travels  was  his  *'  Itinerarium  Curiosum  ;  or,  an  Ac- 
count of  the  Antiquities  and  Curiosities  in  his  Travels 
through  Great  Britoin,  Centuria  I."  adorned  with  one  hun- 
dred copper-plates,  and  published  in  folio,  London,  1724. 
This  was  reprinted  after  bis  death,  in  1776,  with  two  ad- 
ditional plates;  as  was  also  published  the  second  volume, 
(consisting  of  bis  description  of  the  Brill,  or  CoBsar's  camp 
atPancra8^,^<IterBoreale,''  1725,  and  his  edition  of  Richard 

*  This  is  more  a  wofv  j%f  {magint.     tion  than  any  thing  that  tTer  cam* 
(i«D,  ooDJe«tart,«s^  ^  l^o^*^  «wer.    from  Dr.  ^t\ikeley*g  peo,  bat  Mr.  Ly- 
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•f  Cirencester*,  with  bis  owd  notes,  aod  those  of  Mr.  Ber^ 
tram  of  Copenbagen,  with  whom  be  corresponded,  illus-* 
trated  with  103  copper-plates  engraved  in  the  doctor*s  life- 
time.    Overpowered  with  the  fatigue  of  bis  profession,  ao<l 
repeated  attacks  of  the  gout,  be  turned  his  tbougbts  to  tbo 
church ;  and,  being  encouraged  in  that  pursuit  by  arch- 
bishop Wake,  was  ordained  at  Croydon,  July  20,  J  720; 
and  in  October  following  was  presented  by  lord-chancellor 
King  to  the  living  of  All-Sainis  in  Stamford  f.  At  the  time 
of  bis  entering  on  bis  parochial  cure  (1730),  Dr.  Rogers  of 
that  place  had  just  invented  bis  Oleum  Anhriticum ;  which 
Dr.  Stukeley  seeing  others  use  with  admirable  success,  be 
was  induced  to  do  the  like,  and  with  equal  advantage :  for 
it  not  only  saved  his  joints,  but,  with  the  addition  of  a  pros- 
per regimen,  and  leaving  off  the  use  of  fermented  liquors, 
be  recovered  his  health  and  limbs  to  a  surprising  degree, 
;  and  ever  after  enjoyed  a  firm  and  active   state  of  body, 
beyond  any  example  in  the  like  circumstances,  to  a  good 
old  age.     This  occasioned  him  to  publish  an  account  of  the 
.  success  of  the  external  application  of  this  oil  in  innumer- 
able instances,  in  a  letter  to  sir  HansSloane,  17SS-,  and 
the  year  after  he  published  also,  '<  A  Treatise  on  the  Caus^ 
and  Cure  of  the  Gout,  from  a  new  Rationale ;''  which,  with 
an  abstract  of  it,  has  passed  through  several  editions.   He 
collected  some  remarkable  particulars  at  Stamford  in  relation 
to  bis  predecessor  bishop  Cumberland;  and,  in  17  36,  printed 


•out  thi»kt  that  ^  ha  if ithb^d  it  from 
tiia  public  iu  his  life-time,  it  it  pro- 
Wble  be  was  convinced  that  bis  tma- 
l^nation  bad  carried  him  too  far.  He 
was  an  old  and  early  aa^uaintanoe  of 
bishop  WarburtoD,  whose  character  of 
bin,  beif  bteued,  perhaps,  a  little  by 
that  prelate's  peculiarity  of  maoner, 
$8  not  far  from  the  literal  truth.  '*  There 
was  in  bim,"  says  Warburton,  *<  ftucb 
^  mixture  of  8iinp}icity,  drollery,  ab- 
surdity, ingenuity,  superstiiioo,  aod 
antiquarianiism,  that  he  hat  oDen  af- 
JiMded  me  that  kiod  of  welUseasooed 
repast  which  the  Frer.ch  cat|  an  ambigut 
fh>m  a  compound  of  things  never 
tteant  to  meM  together.  1  have  often 
tieard  bi^  laughed  at  by  foo's,  who 
had  neither  his  sense,  bis  koowledge, 
■or  his  honeity ;  though  it  most  be 
confessed  that  in  him  they  were  att 
strangely  travestied.  Not  a  week  be- 
fore his  death  be  walked  from  Blooms- 
bury  to  Grosteaor-sqoare^  to  pay  mf 


a  vi^it ;  wu  cheerful  as  nfual,  and  as 
full  of  literary  projects.  But  his  bu* 
shiess  was  (as  be  beard  Geekie  was  not 
lik^y  to  continue  long)  to  desire  I 
would  give  him  the  eariiest  notice  of 
bis  death,  for  that  he  intended  to  soli- 
cit for  his  prebend  of  Canterbury,  bji 
lord  chancellor  and  lord  Cardigan. 
'  l^or,'  added  be,  '  one  never  dies  the 
sooner,  you  know,  for  seeking  prefer- 
ment."— ^Warburton's  Letters  to  HMr^ 
letter  CLXIX. 

*  Publifhed  in  1757,  under  this  title: 
"  An  Account  of  Richard  of  Cirences- 
ter, monk  of  Westminster,  aod  of  bif 
Works :  with  his  aniient  Map  of  Ro- 
man Britain,  and  the  Itinerary  tb6r«- 
of." 

f  He  had  the  offer  of  that  of  Ho^ 
bech,  the  place  of  bis  nativity,  from 
J>r.  Reynolds,  bishop  of  Lincoln ;  and 
of  another  from  the  earl  of  Winchel- 
sea  i  but  be  declined  them  both. 
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an  explanation,  with  an  engraving,  of  a  curious  silver  plate 
of  Roman  workmanship  in  basso  relievo,  found  underground 
at  Risley  Park  in  Derbyshire  ;  wherein  he  traces  itf  jour- 
ney thither^  from  the  church  of  Bourges,  to  which  it  had 
been  given  by  Exsuperius,  called  Su  Swithin,  bishop  of 
Toulouse,  about  the  year  205.      He  published  also  the 
same  year  bis  ^^  Pala^graphia  Sacra,  No.  I.  or.  Discourses 
on  the  Monuments  of  Antiquity  that  relate  to  Sacred  His- 
tory,'* in  4to,  which  he  dedicated  to  sir  Richard  EUys,  hart. 
^^  from  whom  he  had  received  many  favours."     In   tl^is 
work  (which  was  to  have  been  continued  in  succeeding 
numbers)  he  undertakes  to  shew,  bow  Heathen  Mythology 
is  derived  from  Sacred  History,  and  that  the  Bacchus  in  the 
Poets  is  no  other  than  the  Jehovah  in  the  Scripture,  the 
conductor  of  the  Israelites  through  the  wilderness.     In  his 
country  retirement  he  disposed  his  collection  of  Greek  and 
Roman  coins  according  to  the  order  of  the  Scripture  His- 
tory;  and  cut  out  a  machine  in  wood  (on  tbe  plan  of  an 
Orrery),  which  shews  the  motion  of  the  heavenly  bodies^ 
the  course  of  the  tide,  &c.     In  1737  he  lost  his  wife  ;  and 
in  1738,  married  Elizabeth,  the  only  daughter  of  Dr.  Gale^ 
dean  of  York,  and  sister  to  his  intimate  friends  Roger 
and   Samuel  Gale,  esquires ;  and  from  this  time  he  often 
spent  his  winters  in  London.     In  1740,  he  published  an 
account  of  Stonehenge,  dedicated  to  the  duke  of  Ancaster, 
#ho  had  made  him  one  of  his  chaplains,  and  given  him  the 
living  of  Somerby  near  Grantham  the  year  before.     In 
1741,  he  preached  the  Thirtieth  of  January  Sermon  before 
the  House  of  Commons ;  and  iu  that  year  became  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  Egyptian  society,  composed  of  gentle- 
men who  had  visited  Egypt.  In  1743  he  printed  an  account 
of  lady  Roisia's  sepulchral  cell,  lately  discovered  at  Roy- 
ston,  in  a  tract,  entitled  ^^  Palseographia  Britannica,  No.  I.'' 
to  which  an  answer  was  published  by  Mr.  Charles  Parkin^ 
in  1744.  The  doctor  replied  in  ^^  Palsographta  Britannica, 
No.  II.*'  1746,  giving  an  account  of  the  origin  of  the  uni* 
versities  of  Cambridge  and  Sumford,  both  from  Croyland- 
abbey ;  of  the  Roman  city  Granta,  on  the  north-side  of 
the  river,  of  the  beginning  of  Cardike  near  Waterbeacb, 
&c.     To  this  Mr.  Parkin  again  replied  in  1748;  but  it 
does  not  appear  that  the  doctor  took  any  further  notice  of 
faim.     In   1747,  the  benevolent  duke  of  Montagu  (with 
whom  he  had  become  acquainted  at  the  Egyptian  society) 
prevailed  on  him  to  vacate  bis  preferments  in  the  country. 
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by  giving  bin  the  rectory  of  St.  George^  Queen-sqtmnc^ 
whence  he  frequently  retired  to  Kentish-town,  where  tbo 
foilowiag  iMcription  was  placed  over  bis  door  : 

"  Me  dukts  saturet  quies ; 
Obeciim  positus  loco 
Leni  perfiruar  otio 
Chyndonax  Druida*. 

**  O  niay  this  rural  solitude  receive. 
And  cuntemplation  all  its  pleasures  give. 
The  Druid  priest !" 

He  bad  the  mis^fortune  to  lose  bis  patron  in  1749  ;  09 
whose  .death  he  published  some  verses,  uiih  others  on  bia 
entertainment  at  Buughton,  and  a  *'  Philosophic  Hymn  00 
Christmas-ciay.**  If^o  papers  by  the  ddbtor,  upon  the 
earthquakes 'in  1750,  read  at  the  Royal  Sbciety,  and  a  ser- 
mon preached  at  his  own  parish-church  on  that  alarming 
occasion,  were  published  in  1760,  8vo,  under  the  title  of 
^' The  Philosophy  of  Earthquakes,  natural  and  religious;'* 
of  which  a  second  part  was  printed  with  a  second  edition 
of  his  sermon  on  ^'  the  Healing  of  Diseases  as  a  Character 
of  the  Messiah,  preached  before  the  College  of  Physic'iaua 
Sept.  20,  1750."  In  1751  (in  ^*  Palaographia  Britanuica^ 
No  111.")  be  gave  an  account  of  Oriuna  the  wife  o\  Carau- 
sius  ;  in  Phil.  Trans,  vol.  XLVIII.  art.  33,  au  account  of  the 
Eclipse  predicted  by  Thales  ;  and  in  the  Gentleman's  Ma- 
gazine, 1754,  p.  407,  is  the  substance  of  a  paper  read  at 
the  Royal  Society  in  1752,  to  prove  that  the  coral-tree  is 
a  sea -vegetable.  On  Wednesday  the  27th  of  February, 
1765,  Dr.  Stukeley  was  seized  with  a  stroke  of  the  palsy^ 
which  was  brought  on  by  attending  a  full  vestry,  at  which 
be  was  accompanied  by  seijeant  Eyre,  on  a  contested  elec- 
tion for  a  lecturer*  The  room  being  hot,  on  their  return 
through  Dr.  Stukeley's  garden,  they  both  caught  their 
deaths  \  for  the  serjeant  never  was  abroad  again,  and  the 
doctor's  illness  came  on  that  night.  Soon  after  this  accident 
his  faculties  failed  him ;  but  he  continued  quiet  and  com- 
posed until  Sunday  following,  March  3,  1765,  when  be  de- 
parted in  his  seventy  eighth  year,  which  he  attained  by  re- 
markable temperance  and  regularity.  By  his  own  particular 

*  Allading  to  aa  urn  of  glass  to  in-  tiquarlet  in  general  considered  it  as  a 

scribed,   (boiid  in   France,    which  he  forgery ;    bat    Mr.  Tntei  bat  a  MS 

wu  fiin*ly   persuaded  contained    the  TJodication   of  it,    by  some    learned 

ashes  of  an  arch-druid  of  that  name  French  antiquary,  43  pages  in  small 

(vrhofe  portrait  formi/the  frontispiece  4tt>^  row  in  Mr.  Biodley's  po$MVsion« 
to  Stonchenge),  though  tba  French  ao- 
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directions,  his  corpse  was  conveyed  in  a  prirate  manner  to 
East*  Ham  in  Essex,  and  was  buried  in  the  church-yard, 
just  beyond  the  east  end  of  the  church,  the  tnrf  being  laid 
sBOOothly  over  it,  without  any  monument.     This  spot  he 
particularly  fixed  on,  in  a  visit  he  paid  some  time  before 
to  the  vicar  of  that  parish,  when  walking  with  him  one  day 
in  the  church-yard.      Thus  ended  a  valuable  life,  daily 
spent  in  throwing  light  on  the  dark  remains  of  antiquity* 
His  great  learning  and  profound  skill  in  those  researches 
enabled  him  to  publish  many  elaborate  and  curious  works, 
and  to  leave  many  ready  for  the  press.     In  his  medical 
capacity,  his  ^'  Dissertation  on   the  Spleen'*  was  well  re- 
ceived.    His  "  Itinerarium  Cu'riosum,"  the  first-fruits  of 
his  juvenile  excursions,  presaged  what  might  be  expected 
from  his  riper  age,  when  he  had  acquired  more  experience. 
The  curious  in  these  studies  were  not  disappointed  ;  for, 
with  a  sagacity  peculiar  to  his  great  genius,  with  unwearied 
pains  and  industry,  and  some  years  spent  in  actual  surveys, 
be  investigated  and  published  an  account  of  those  stupen- 
dous works  of  the  remotest  antiquity,  Stonehenge  and  A  bury, 
in  1743,  and  has  given  the  most  probable  and  rational  ac- 
count of  their  origin   and  use,  ascertaining  also  their  di- 
mensions with  the  greatest  accuracy.     So  great  was  his 
proficiency  in  Druidical  history,  that  his  familiar  friends 
used  to  call  him  **  the  arch-druid  of  this  age.*'     His  works 
abound  with  particulars  that  shew  his  knowledge  of  this  ce- 
lebrated  British   priesthood ;  and  in  his  Itinerary  he  an- 
nounced a  **  History  of  the  Ancient  Celts,  particularly  the 
first  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,**  for  the  most  part  finished, 
to  have  consisted  of  four  volumes,  folio,  with  above  300 
copper-plates,  many  of  whichwere  engraved.     Great  p^rt 
of  this   work  was  incorporated  into  his  Stonehenge   and 
Abury.     In  his  **  History  of  Carausius,**  1757,  1759,  in  two 
vols.  4to,  he  has  shewn  much  learning  and  ingenuity  in 
settling  the  principal  events  of  that  emperor*s  government 
in  Britain.     To  his  interest  and  application  we  are  indebted 
for  recovering  from  obscurity  Richard  of  Cirencester's  Iti- 
nerary   of  Roman   Britain,    which  has   been    mentioned 
before.      His  discourses,  or  sermons,   under  the  title  of 
"  Palffiographia  Sacra,   1763,  on  the  vegetable  creation,** 
bespeak  him  a  boupist,   philosopher,  and  divine,  replete 
with  antient  'ear^'^g,    and  excellent  observations ;  but  a 
little  too  much  t|v  ^  ^rted  by  a  liveV^  fancy  and  invention. 
He  closed  thek^  ^^^oes  of  his  life  W\tb  completing  a  long 
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and  laborious  work  on  ancient  British  coins,  in  particular 
of  Cunobelin ;  and  felicitated  himself  on  having  from 
them  discovered  many  remarkable,  curious,  and  new  anec- 
dotes, relating  to  the  reigns  of  that  and  other  British  kings. 
The  twenty-three  plates  of  this  work  were  published  after 
bis  decease;  but  the  MS.  (left  ready  for  publishing)  re- 
mained in  the  hands  of  his  daughter  Mrs.  Fleming;  relict 
of  Richard  Fleming,  esq.  an  eminent  solicitor,  who  was 
the  doctor's  executor,  and  died  in  1774.  By  bis  first  wife 
Dr.  Stukeley  had  three  daughters;  of  whom  one  died  young ; 
the  other  two  survived  him;  the  one,  Mrs. Fleming  already 
mentioned ;  the  other,  wife  to  the  Rev.  Thomas  Fairchild, 
rector  of  Pitsey,  in  Essex.  They  both  died  in  1782.  By 
his  second  wife,  Dr.  Stukeley  bc^d  no  child.  To  the  great 
names  already  mentioned  among  bis  friends  and  patrons, 
may  be  added  those  of  Mr.  Folkes,  Dr.  Berkeley,  bishop  of 
Cloyne  (with  whom  he  corresponded  on  the  subject  of  Tar- 
water),  Dr.  Pocock  bishop  of  Meath,  and  many  others  of 
the  6rst  rank  of  literature  at  home :  and  among  the  emi- 
nent foreigners  with  whom  he  corresponded  were  Dr. 
HeigertahJ,  Mr.  Keysler,  and  the  learned  father  Mont- 
faucon,  who  inserted  some  of  his  designs  (sent  him  by 
archbishop  Wake)  in  his  <*  Antiquity  explained.^*  A  good 
account  of  Dr.  Stukeley  was,  with  his  own  permissioD» 
printed  in  1725,  by  Mr.  Masters,  in  the  second  part  of  bis 
History  of  Corpus  Christi  college;  and  very  soon  after  his 
death  a  short  but  just  character  of  him  was  given  in  the 
Gentleman's  Magazine  for  1765,  by  his  friend  Peter  CoU 
linson.  Of  both  these,  Mr.  Nichols  availed  himself;  and 
was  favoured  with  several  additional  particulars  from 
Dr.  Ducarel  and  Mr.  Gough.  After  his  decease,  a  medal 
of  him  was  cast  and  repaired  by  Gaub ;  on  one  side,  the 
head  adorned  with  oak  leaves,  inscribed  rev.  ovl.  stvke- 
LEY,  M.D.s.R.  &  A.S.  Excrgue,  sBt.  54.  Reverse,  a  view  of 
Stonebenge,  OB.  mar.  4,  1765,  jet.  84;  [but  tbis  is  a  mis- 
take, for  be  was  in  fact  but  78].  There  is  a  portrait  of  him^ 
after  Kneller,  in  mezzotiuo,  by  J.  Smith  in  1721,  before  be 
took  orders,  with  his  arms,  viz.  Argent,  a  spread-eagle 
double-beaded  Sable.  Mrs.  Fleming  had  another  portrait 
of  him  in  his  robes,  by  Wills;  and  Mrs.  Parsons  (relict  of 
Dr.  James  Parsons)  had  a  fine  miniature,  which  was  esteemed 
a  good  likeness. ' 

1  Nicholses  Bowjcr.— Lysous'tf  £nriron$,  &c. 
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STURMIUS  (James),  a  German  of  great  learning,  was 
of  a  noble  family  of  Strasburg,  and  was  born  there  in  1489 
Or  1490.  He  made  hidsself  illustrious  by  the  services  be 
did  his  country;  and  discharged  the  most  considerable 
offices  of  state  with  the  greatest  ability  and  probity,  par- 
ticularly in  several  deputations  to  the  diets  of  the  empire, 
t^he  imperial  court,  and  that  of  England.  He  contributed 
very  much  to  the  reformation  of  religion  at  Strasburg, 
to  the  erecting  of  a  college  which  was  opened  there  ten 
years  after,  and  to  the  compilation  of  the  history  of  the  re* 
formation  in  Germany  by  Sleidan,  which  that  author  ac- 
knowledges in  his  preface.  *^  I  received  the  assistance  of 
that  noble  and  excellent  person,  James  Sturmius,  who,  hav- 
ing been  above  thirty  years  engaged  in  public  and  import- 
ant/affairs  with  the  highest  reputation,  and  having  gene- 
rously honoured  me  with  his  friendship,  frequently  cleared 
up  my  doubts,  and  put  me  into  the  right  way ;  and,  at  my 
request  before  his  last  illness,  read  over  the  greatest  pan 
of  the  work,  and  made  the  necessary  remarks  upon  it'* 
He  died  at  Sirasburg  Oct.  20,  1555,  after  languishing  of 
a  fever  for  two  months.  Sleidan  says  that  *^  he  was  a  man 
of  great  prudence  and  integrity,  and  the  glory  of  the  Ger- 
man nobility,  on  account  of  the  excellent  qualities  of  his 
mind,  and  his  distinguished  learning.** ' 

STURMIUS  (John),  the  Cicero  of  Germany,  if  we  may 
use  the  terms  of  Melchior  Adam,  was  born  at  Sleida  in 
Eiffel,  near  Cologne,  Oct.  1,  1507.  He  was  initiated  in 
letters  in  his  native  country,  with  the  sons  of  count  de 
Manderscheid,  whose  receiver  his  father  was,  and  after* 
wards  studied  at  Liege  in  the  college  of  St.  Jerome.  In 
1524,  he  went  to  Louvain,  where  he  spent  Bve  years,  three 
in  learning,  apd  two  in  teaching ;  and  had  for  his  fellow- 
students,  Sleidan,  Vesalius,  and  some  others,  who  after- 
wards became  men  of  eminence,  and  had  a  great  esteem 
for  him.  He  set  up  a  printing-press  with  Rudger  Rescius, 
professor  of  Greek,  and  printed  several  Greek  authors.  He 
began  with  Homer,  and  soon  after  carried  those  editions  to 
Paris,  in  1529,  where  he  made  himself  highly  esteemed, 
and  read  public  lectures  upon  the  Greek  and  Latin  wri- 
ters, and  upon  logic.  He  married  also  there,  and  kept  a 
great  number  of  boarders^  who  came  from  England,  Ger- 
many, and  Italy,  an(J  ^^|-e  the  sons  of  considerable  families; 

>  Melqbif^  ^  ^^Otf\*  Diet.— Bcic  Iconw. 
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but  as  be  bad  imbibed  tbe  principles  of  the  reforoiation,  be 
was  more  tban  once  in  danger,;  wfaicb^  undoubtedly,  was 
tbe  reason  why  be  removed  to  Strasburg  in  1537;  in  order 
to  take  possession  of  tbe  place  offered  bim  by  the  magis- 
trates. Tbe  year  following  be  opened  a  school,  which  be- 
came famoufif  and  by  bis  means  obtained  from  tbe  emperor 
Maximilian  II.  the  title  of  an  university  in  1566.  He  was 
very  well  skilled  in  polite  literature,  wrote  Latin  with  great 
purity,  and  understood  the  method  of  teaching ;  and  it  was 
owing  to  him,  that  tbe  college  of  Strasburg,  of  which  he 
was  perpetual  rector,  became  tbe  most  flourishing  in  all 
Germany.  His  talents  were  not  con&ned  to  tbe  schools; 
be  was  frequently  entrusted  with  several  deputations  in 
Germany  and  foreign  countries,  and  discharged  those  em* 
ployments  with  great  honour  and  diligence.  He  shewed 
extreme  charity  to  the  refugees  who  fled  on  account  of  re- 
ligion :  be  was  not  satisfied  ^ith  labouring  to  assist  them  by 
his  advice  and  recommendations,  but  even  impoverished 
himself  by  his  great  hospitality  towards  tbem.  His  life, 
however,  was  exposed  to  many  troubles,  which  he  owed 
chiefly  to  the  intolerance  of  the  Lutheran  ministers.  .  At 
Strasburg  he  formed  a  moderate  Lutberanism,  to  which  be 
submitted  without  reluctance,  though  be  was  of  Zuinglius's 
opinion,  and  afterwards  declared  himself  for  Calvinism,  and 
was  in  consequence,  in  1583,  deprived  of  the  rectorship  of 
the  university.  He  died  March  3,  1589,  aged  above  eighty. 
He  had  beeu  thrice  married,  but  left  no  children.  Though 
be  lost  his  sight  some  tinie  before  his  death,  yet  he  did  not 
discontinue  his  labours  for  the  public  good.  He  published 
a  great  number  of  books,  chiefly  on  subjects  of  philosophy. 
Having  when  at  Paris  studied  medicine,  he  published  in 
1531,  an  edition  of  Galenas  works,  fol.  Among  his  other 
works,  are,  1.  *<  De  Literarum  ludis  recte  aperiendis  li- 
ber,** 1538,  4to,  twice  reprinted,  and  inserted  in  Crenius's 
collection  ^'Variorum  auctorum  consilia,  &c.**  Morhoff 
praises  this  work  very  highly.  2.  ^^  In  partitiones  Oratorias 
Ciceronis  libri  duo,"  Argent.  1539  and  1565,  8vo.  *Hc 
published  some  other  parts  of  Cicero  for  the  use  of  stu- 
dents. 3.  ^^Beati  Khenani  vita,*'  prefixed  to  that  author's 
^^  Rerum  Germanicarum  libri  tres,*'  Basil,  1551,  fol.  4. 
"  Ciceronis  Opera  omnia,'*  Strasb.  1557,  &c.  9  vols.  «vo. 
5.  ^^Aristotelis  liheticorum  libri  tres,"  Gr.  and  Lat.  with 
scbolia,  &c.  1570,  8vo,.  6.  "  Anti-Pappi  tres  contra  Joannis 
Pappi  charitatemet  condemnationem  Cbristianam.'*  1579, 
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^to.  This  is  the  first  of  hit  contro^rsial  tracts  against  Pap^- 
pus,  who  had  been  the  cause  of  his  losing  bis  rectorship. 
There  are  many  letters  between  Sturmius  and  Roger  As- 
cham  in  that  collectioa  published  at  Oxford  in  1703. ' 

STURMIUS  (John  Christopher),  a  noted  German  ma- 
thematician and  philosopher,  was  bom  at  Hippolstein  ia 
1635.  He  was  a  professor  of  philosophy  aad  mathematics 
at  Altdorf,  and  died  there  Dec.  26,  1703.  In  1670,  he 
published,  1.  A  German  translation  of  the  works  of  Archi- 
medes  ;  and  afterwards  produced  many  other  books  of  his' 
own.  2.  '^  Collegium  experi'mentale  curiosum,'*  Nurem- 
berg, 1676,  4to;  reprinted  in  1701,  4to,  a  very  curious 
Kirork,  containing  a  multitude  of  interesting  experiments, 
Yieatly  illustrated  by  copper-plate  figures  printed  upoa 
almost  every  page,  by  the  side  of  the  letter-press.  Of 
these,  the  10th  experiflseot  is  an  improvement  on  father 
Lana*s  project  for  mivigating  a  small  vessel  suspended  in 
the  atmosphere  by  several  globes  exhausted  of  air.  3. 
**  Physiea  electiva,  0t  Hypothetica,"  Nuremberg,  1675, 
8  vols.  4to;  reprinted  at  Altdorf,  1730.  4.  *<  Scientia  Ca»- 
Biica,"  Altdorf,  1670,  folio.  5«  <'  Architeoturs  militaris 
Tyrocinia,*^  at  the  same  place,  16S2,  folio.  6.  <' Epmola 
de  veritate  proposkionum  Borelli  de  motu  animalium,'*  4to, 
Nuremb.  1684.  7.  ^'  Physicse  conciliatricis  Conamina,** 
Altdorf  16 84,  8va  8.  <<  Mathtests  enucleata,''  Nuremb. 
1695,  mo.  9.  *^  Mathesis  Juvenilis,"  Nuremb.  1699,  2 
vols.  8vo.  10.  ^<Phy«icae  ttoderuee  compendium,"  Nuremb^ 
1704,  8vo.  n.'^Tyroctnia  mathematica,'*  Leipaic,  1707, 
folio.  12.  «<  Prsslectlones  Academicse,"  1722,  440.  13« 
^  Prsslectiones  AcademicK,"  Strasburg,  12mo.  The  works 
of  this  author  are  still  more  numerous,  but  the  moat  int- 
portant  of  them  are  here  enumerated.  * 

STURMIUS  (Leonard. Christopher),  sod  of  the  pre* 
ceding,  and  a  very  eminent  writer  on  the  subject  of  archi- 
tecture, was  born  Nov.  5, 1669,  at  AltorfF,  and  began  hia 
studies  in  1683,  at  Hellbrunn.  Returning  home  in  1688, 
be  was  created  master  of  arts,  his  father  being  at  that  time 
dean  of  the  university.  In  1690  he  went  to  Leipsic,  and 
studied  divinity,  but  soon  quitted  that  for  madiematicft. 
About  1693,  George  Bose,  a  senator  of  Leipsic,  a  man  of 
fortfine  and  an  amatauti  P*^^  ^^^^  ^^^  bands  Nicolas  Gold- 
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iiiaiiD*B  manuscript  work  oo  architecture,  which  be  wished 
to  publish,  but  which  had  been  left  imperfect  in  some 
parts.  Sturmius  accordingly  undertook  the  office  of  editor, 
and  it  appeared  in  1708,  in  2  vols.  fol.  in  the  German  lan- 
guage. In  1714  he  published  also  <<  Prodromus  Architect 
tursB  Goldmannianoe,'*  and  witb  it  the  prospectus  of  a  new 
edition  of  Goldmann,  which  he  produced  in  separate 
treatises  from  1715  to  1721,  the  whole  forming  a  '^Com« 
plete  course  of  Civil  Architecture,**  in  i6  vols.  lol.  printed 
at  Augsburgb.  Tbb  was  thought  the  most  comprehensive 
and  perfect  work  of  the  kind  that  had  ever  appeared.  Un- 
til that  time  no  one  had  treated  on  the  doctrine  of  the  five 
orders  of  architecture  with  so  much  skill  as  Goldmann ;  his 
proportions  were  reckoned  preferable  to  those  of  Scamozzi ; 
more  beautiful  and  elegant  than  those  jofPailadio,  and  more 
in  conformity  with  the  antique  than  those  of  Vignola. 

In  the  mean  time,  while  this  work  was  going  on,  Sturmius 
filled  the  office  of  professor  of  mathematics  at  Wolfenbut- 
tel,  and  it  was  there  he  published  bis  <<  Sciagraphia  Templi 
Hierosolymitani/'  in  fol.  In  1697  he  obtained  permission 
of  the  duke  of  Wolfenbuttel  to  travel,  and  went  into  the 
Netherlands  and  into  France  :  the  result  of  his  observations, 
chiefly  on  subjects  of  architecture,  he  published  in  1719, 
foUo,  with  numerous  plates,  from  his  own  designs.  This 
work  shows  great  skill  in  architecture,  but,  as  his  eulogist' 
is  dbposed  to  allow,  a  taste  somewhat  fastidious,  and  a 
wish  to  estimate  all  merit  in  the  art  by  certain  precon* 
ceived  opinions  of  bis  own.  In  1702  he  was  appointed 
professor  of  mathematics  in  the  university  of  Francfort  on 
the  Oder.  The  king  of  France  having  promised  a  reward 
•  to  the  inventor  of  a  sixth  order  of  architecture,  Sturmius, 
among  others,  made  an  attempt,  which  he  called  the  Ger- 
man order,  and  whichhe  intended  to  hold  a  middle  rank 
between  the  Ionic  and,  the  Corinthian.  It  is  unnecessary 
to  add  that  no  attempt  of  this  kind  has  succeeded. 

In  the  science  of  furtification,  Sturmius  acquired  great, 
fame.  The  celebrated  general  Coehorn  was  of  opinion 
that  no  man  understood  the  subject  better,  and  that  be 
only  wanted  to  have  the  conduct  of  some  siege  in  order  to 
proi^e  himself  one  of  the  ablest  engineers  of  the  age.  In 
1711  he  left  Francfort,  for  the  honourable  offices  of  coun- 
sellor»of  the  chamber  of  finances,  and  director  6f  the  build- 
ings at  the  court  of  Frederick  William  duke  of  Meckleo- 
burgb.   There  be  built  the  palace  of  Netlstadt  on  the  Elde^ 
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which  is  acknowledged  to  be  in  a  good  taste,  bat  it  excite 
tnvjf  and  the  duke  having  too  easily  listened  to  the  pire- 
judiced  reports  of  soikie  about  him,  Sturmius  \6h  his  situa<* 
tioo  in  1713,  and  went  to  Hamburgh,  where  he  employed 
some  time  in  writing.  While  there  he  accepted  the  office 
•of  the  duke  of  Brunswick  to  enter  his  senrice  as  first  archi« 
tect  at  Blanckenburgh,  hut  did  not  enjoy  that  situation  long. 
He  died  June  6,  1719,  in  the  fiftieth  year  of  his  age.  His 
mathematical  and  architectural  works,  not  mentioned,  were 
very  numerous,  but  being  mostly  in  the  German  language, 
are  but  little  known.  He  also  acquired  reputation  as  a 
theologian,  and  had  a  controversy  with  certain  Lutheran 
ditines,  in  which  persuasion  he  was  originally  bred  up,  on 
their  pecoliar  notions  respecting  the  Lord's  supper.*"    * 

STURT  (John),  an  engraver  of  some  note,  was  born  in 
London  in  16^S«  At  the  ag^e  of  seventeen  he  became  the' 
pupil  of  Robert  White.  Hb  prints  are  Exceedingly  nu- 
merous, and  prove  him  to  have  been  a  very  industrious 
man,  but  of  no  great  genius.  Indeed,  the  chief  of  his 
excellence  lay  in  the  engraving  of  letters,  and  the  mitiote- 
ness  with  which  they  were  executed.  His  best  work  is  the 
'•  Book  of  Common  Prayer,'*  which  he  engraved  on  silver 
plates.  The  top  of  every  page  is  ornamented  with  a  small 
historical  vignette.  Prefixed  is  the  bust  of  George  L  in  a 
circle,  and  facing  it  the  prince  and  princess  of  Wales. 
The  peculiarity  of  this  work  is,  that  the  lines  of  the  king'i 
face  are  expressed  by  writing,  so  small  tiiat  few  persons 
can  read  it  without  a  mSignifying  glass,  and  that  this  writ- 
ing consists  of  the  Lord's  prayer,  the  Ten  Commandments, 
prkyers  for  the  royal  family,  and  the  21st  Psalm.  This 
Common.  Prayer  Book  was  published  by  subscription  in 
Loudon  in  1717,  8vo,  and  was  followed  by  a.'<  Companion 
to  the  Altar"  of  the  same  size,  and  executed  in  the  same 
manner.  Sturt  also  engraved  the  Lord's  Prayer  within 
the  airea  of  a  circle  of  the  dimensions  of  a  silver  penny, 
and  an  elegy  on  queen  Mary  on  so  small  a  size  that  it 
might  be  set  in  a  ring  or  locket.  This  last  wonderful  feat, 
which  was  announced  in  the  Gazette,  was  performed  in 
1694.  He  was,  however,  a  faithful  copyist,  as  may  be 
seen  by  the  English  translation  of  Pozzo's  Perspective, 
published  by  James,  in  folio.  When  old  and  poor,  for  it 
does  not  appear  that  b^  bad  great  success,  he  bad  a  place 

I  BiW.O^n^     j^oe,  toI.  XXVII.  wd  XXXIV, 
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ofibred  him  in  die  Charter-house,  which  he  refused.  He 
died  in  1730,  aged  serenty-two.  Lord  Orford  says,  be  re- 
ceived near  500/.  of  Mr.  Anderson  of  Edinburgh,  to  en* 
grave  plates  for  bis  *^  Diplomata,''  but  did  not  live  to  com* 
plete  th^ni,' 

STYLE  (William),  a  ]aw-ivriter,  was  an  esquire's  son, 
as  Wood  says,  but  probably  tbe  son  of  sir  Humphrey  Style, 
lent,  and  bart.  whose  ifamily  are  buried  in  Beckeuhain  in 
Kent.  He  was  born  in  }603,  and  became  a  gentleman- 
commoner  of  Brasenose  college,  Oxford,  in  1618  ;  but,  as 
usual  with  gentlemen  destined  for  the  law,  left  the  univer^ 
sity  without  a  degree^  and  went  to  the  loner  Temple.  He 
was  afterwards  called  to  the  bar,  but,  according  to  Wood, 
**  pleased  himself  with  a  retired  and  studious  condition.*' 
He  died  in  1^79,  if  he  be  the  William  Style  buried  that 
i  year  at  Beckenbam,  as  Mr.  Lysons  conjectures  with  great 
probability.  The  most  valued  of  his  writings  are  his 
**  Reports,**  published  in  1658,  folio,  from  the  circum- 
stance of  being  the  only  cases  extant  of  the  common  law 
courts  for  several  years  in  the  time  of  the  usurpation,  dur- 
ing which  sir  Henry  RoUe,  and  afterwards  John  Glynn,  sat 
as  chief  justices  of  the  upper  bench.  His  other  works  are^ 
**  The  Practical  Register,  or  the  Accomplished  Attorney,'* 
1657,  8vo,  and  ^^  The  Common  Law  epitomized,  with  di« 
rections  how  to  prosecute  and  defend  personal  actions,'* 
8vo.  Wood  also  mentions  a  non-professional  work,  trans- 
lated from  the  Latin  of  John  Michael  Delher,  a  name  we 
are  unacquainted  with,  under  the  title  of  <<  Cootempla* 
tions.  Sighs,  and  Groans  of  a  Christian,**  Lood.  164Q,  Svo^ 
with  a  singular  eosraved  title/ 

»  Sf  rutt'f  Diet— Walpole'i  Antcdotef . 

9  Ath.  Ov.  ▼oL  IL— BrulfUMft*!  Legal  Biblio9r«pb]r.-Tliyaeiis'i  BaTiiOBi. 
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